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UAS, National Guard Recreation and 
Readiness Center moves forward

The joint venture between the 
University of Alaska Southeast 
and the Alaska Army National 
Guard took one step closer toward 
completion last week, when the 
Army Corps of Engineers granted 
the permit to build the combined 
Recreation and Readiness Center 
at the UAS Auke Bay Campus.

The planned facility is a 53,000 sq. ft. structure (approximately the 
size of the Egan Library). It will replace the Student Activities Center 
as a home for dances, aerobics and physical education classes, games, 
movies and live performances. The shared amenities include locker 
rooms, exercise equipment, gymnasium and classroom space. The 
National Guard gains storage space and a training center.

“One of the benefits of the project is that both UAS and the National 
Guard get a larger facility than either of us could afford on its own,” 
said Lt. Col. Craig Schreiber of the Alaska Army National Guard. “I 
think it gives us a more visible presence in the community and could 
help boost the recruitment of students.”

Sewell accepts Health Science 
Coordinator position
Career Education announced that 
Robert Sewell of Student Services 
has accepted the position of Health 
Science Coordinator. Robert will 
start May 19th and his office will 
be downtown at the Technical 
Education Center. Robert will lead 
program coordination and develop
ment for allied health and nursing 
programs at UAS in partnership 
with UAA and UAF. He will work 
with faculty and students on all 
three UAS campuses to provide 
new opportunities to students for 
career education leading to 
professional jobs in the rapidly 
expanding health care industry in Alaska.

“The need for nurses in Alaska is roaring, and the din is destined to 
get louder,” said Sewell. “Overall, I feel lucky to be part of this 
effort, and increasingly excited as to its prospects.”

Robert Sewell shows o ff his new UAS 
bear that he received as a good luck 
present at his congratulatory party on 
Friday, May 16.

An artist's rendering o f the future UAS /  
National Guard Joint Use Facility.

Robert Sewell has worked at the University of Alaska since 1985, 
starting at UAA and then moving to UAS in 1988. Dr. Sewell 
holds bachelor, master and doctoral degrees from Western 
Michigan University in Psychology with emphasis in Behavior 
Analysis. He has taught over 90 course/sections in higher 
education and has provided numerous organizational consults in 
human service. In 2002, Dr. Sewell received the annual award 
for “Most Valuable Staff Member” from the statewide UA 
Coalition of Student Leaders.

UAA Native Oratory Contest
More than 200 
people passed 
through the halls of 
UAA’s Business 
Education Building 
on Saturday, April 
19 to share in an 
age-old tradition— 
speaking and 
listening. Thirty 
speakers competed 
in the Alaska Native 
Oratory Society; 
they were deeply engaged in speaking out about the many issues 
that affect indigenous Alaskans.

Ekatrina Oleksa of UAS won first place in dramatic declamation 
for the performance of the poem, “Saginaw Bay: I Keep Going 
Back,” by Tlingit writer Robert H. Davis.

In the storytelling category, Karla Booth was the big winner with 
a recitation of memories of growing up in Metlakatla as told to 
her by her aunt. UAS student Yarrow Vaara placed second with a 
traditional Tlingit story.

In a special Native language category, UAS senior Hans Chester 
garnered top honors for a rendition of his speech in Tlingit.

First place prizes amounted to $2000 each at the Anchorage 
contest as well as the other contests in Fairbanks and Juneau this 
spring. Second place was worth $1000, third was $500. The 
monies are earmarked for contestants to spend on education. 
Altogether, $30,500 was distributed to winning participants over 
the three competitions. Funds for tournament prizes were raised 
largely by First Alaskans Institute, which received support from 
Alyeska Pipeline, Manilaaq Corporation, Sealaska Corporation, 
VECO, Alaska Native Professionals Association, and others.

Keynote speaker Georgianna Lincoln told the assembly that she 
had grown up in rural Alaska as “the one sitting in the back of the

Hans Chester, Jessica Chester and Kecia 
Medina a t UAA's Oratory Contest last month.



class thinking I was invisible.” She declared to the speakers that, “all of you who moved to the 
front of the class today proved that Natives don’t have to be invisible. We find our voice by 
speaking out against injustice.” For further information log on to: www.uaa.alaska.edu/aknos

SITKA
Pat Chapman, RHIT (HIM ’98) passed the expertise level coding credentialing exam and earned 
the Certified Coding Specialist Credential at the recent Alaska Health Information Management 
meeting in Anchorage.

Hally Coulter, RHIT, CCS (HIM’95) and Jan Mahlum, RHIA, RHIT (HIM ’98) gave overviews of 
their career paths. Jan is employed in Laramie, WY in long-term care and Hally is an at-home 
coder for a large medical facility near Denver, CO. Jan is also completing her baccalaureate in 
Health Information Administration through Regis University.

Art Show
In conjunction with Sitka’s first citywide ArtsFest, students from all three high schools, UAS art/ 
photography/ceramics classes and the UAS carving club displayed their creations throughout the 
campus. Visitors browsed through the atrium and hallways and enjoyed music and refreshments 
while they admired this semester’s artistic efforts.

Ketchikan
Commencement ceremonies were held Saturday, May 3 at the Ted Ferry Civic Center. UA 
President Mark Hamilton was the commencement speaker. UAS Chancellor John Pugh, UA Board 
of Regents Vice Chair Elsa Demeksa, and Regent member Cynthia Henry were in attendance.

UAS Alumni Association - Ketchikan Chapter sponsored a Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch 
Cruise on Sunday, May 11. Funds were raised to begin a Ketchikan Alumni Association Scholar
ship fund. Door prizes include one Alaska Airlines round-trip ticket.

e-Books offer e-xciting possibilities
Egan Library has recently acquired a three-year license to "ebrary," a collection of over 10,000 
scholarly and popular titles from academic, trade, and professional publishers. The UAS Faculty 
Senate approved the purchase out of faculty development funds. This collection of electronic 
books is available to anyone who is affiliated with UAS from the Egan Library homepage. Click 
on Electronic Books ebrary collection and download the ebrary reader to your computer the first 
time you gain access. Set up a user account with ebrary to take full advantage of options. You may 
search the full text of ebooks or browse subject collections. Unlike netLibrary ebooks, these 
ebooks do not get “checked out” for periods of time and are therefore available 24/7 by multiple 
users.

Archie Shiels Winners
UAS student, Nellie Olsen, took First Place in the Archie Shiels Freshman Writing Contest, a 
statewide contest administered by UAF. Nellie is a student of Sara Minton.

Third place went to Lucinda Solberg, student of Sue Koester, and Honorable Mention went to 
Jenifer Ellingson, student of Don Cecil.

Faculty and Staff
Robin Waltz received the “2003 Outstanding Faculty Award” by the UAS Student Government.

Alexis Easley’s poems, “Landscape of Desire,” “Sisters,” and “Slow Burn,” have been accepted 
for publication in “Room of One’s Own,” volume 26:3.

Assistant Professor of History Mike Dunning has had a paper titled “Manifest Destiny in the 
Trans-Mississippi South - Natural Law and Expansion of Slavery in New Mexico” published in the 
Mexican Journal of History and Social Sciences, Volume 56, May-August 2003.

Richard Hacker, who retired last year as a Professor of Law Science at the Juneau Campus, has 
been appointed to Professor Emeritus status.

Tim Anderson attended the Alaska Water Wastewater Management Association’s Annual Confer
ence in Fairbanks on April 22. Tim conducted a regulatory review for water system operators 
titled “Am I in Compliance?”

National Honors
Houghton Mifflin Publishing 
Company honored UAS student 
Marissa Alrich with a $1,000 Master 
Student Scholarship. Alrich was one 
of three recipients of the prestigious 
scholarship. Timi Tullis selected 
Alrich’s essay from her PSY 110 
class as the best of the best at UAS 
and forwarded it to the competition.

The contest has been held each year 
since the fall of 1994. Three winners 
are selected out of 50-75 entries. 
Tullis has sent in other papers in the 
past, but this is the first time a 
student from Alaska has been 
acknowledged. “Marissa’s paper 
was one of the most creative and 
enjoyable papers I had ever re
ceived,” said Tullis.

Alaska Permanent 
Fund Internships 
still available
Internship opportunities are available 
to students! Alaska Permanent Fund 
currently has an opening for an 
Information Technology intern, 
available Fall 2003. There are 
summer internships still available.

Please encourage students to contact 
Lynn Uhl of Career Services at 465
6368, check out the job board in 
Mourant or ask faculty members 
about internships. Students can also 
visit UAS’s online site for internship 
and job postings at 
ecampusrecruiter.com/uas.

Accounting Awards
The Alaska Capital Chapter of the 
Association of Government Accoun
tants awarded scholarships to UAS 
students Helen Axenova and Judy 
Fletcher. These scholarships are 
awarded to students who have an 
interest in governmental accounting 
as a career.

If you have UAS faculty, staff, student or 
alumni news, please contact Kevin Myers at 
465-6530 or kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu. 
Layout by Mary Arnold. UAS is an AA/EO 
employer and educational institution.
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