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Intertidal 
search
Dr. Sherry 
Tamone led 
approximately 75 
people in an 
exploration of the 
intertidal zone by 
the Shrine of St. 
Terese. Tamone 
and student 
volunteers 
identified sea 
stars, gumboots

and other sea life that inhabit the soggy area exposed between high 
and low tides. The May 17th outing doubled as an informational 
gathering for UAS Alumni.

The still air and clear skies kept the creature seekers warm and 
provided sharp contrast, which made it easier to find the animals 
against the many shades of gray and through the deep-green 
vegetation. Children gathered sea cucumbers, crabs and other sea life 
into plastic buckets. The crowd retreated to a cabin as the tide began 
to rise. Children looked at creatures through microscopes as Dr. 
Tamone answered questions.

Masters of Public Administration Graduation
Lt. Governor Loren Leman was the guest speaker for the fourth 

annual broadcast Commencement Exercises for the Master of Public 
Administration Program, which was narrowcast in Juneau on channel 
18. The ceremony was also aired in Fairbanks, Dillingham, Bethel, 
Unalaska, Petersburg, Valdez and some other locales. The Lt. 
Governor delivered his remarks via videoconference from the 
University of Alaska Anchorage campus.

The UAS Public Administration program started as a Juneau-based 
program in 1972. The MPA now reaches approximately 60 students 
across the state and into Yukon, Canada through satellite television. 
Students are mostly full-time government or non-profit employees 
who work on their degrees during evening classes.

“This is a program that 
directly benefits all 
Alaskans,” said 
Program Director 
Jonathan Anderson. 
“We train public 
servants to be 
committed to 
democracy, to be good 
managers and to serve 
the public interest. ”

Thank you from the Chancellor
Dear UAS Staff & Faculty,

I'd like to congratulate Steve Hamilton, Assistant Professor of 
Business, and Tom Dienst, Director of Personnel Services, on 
winning our faculty/staff prize drawing on Friday, May 30.

I would also like to extend my gratitude for your outstanding 
support. UAS staff and faculty donations account for more than 
85 percent of our total Scholarship Drive receipts to date. As 
of the drawing on Friday, UAS faculty and staff had given 
$9,230, and we continue to receive donations.

The commitment to this university by its staff and faculty is 
clear; your donations will help provide scholarships that are 
invaluable to students seeking the quality education that can be 
found at UAS.

Thank you, again, for your support.
John Pugh

Ron Seater receives 
Distinguished Faculty Award
Juneau Math Professor Ron Seater was awarded the third 
annual Distinguished Faculty Award by United Academics.
The award was presented to Seater on April 28. The following 
are excerpts from the nominating letter submitted by Brian 
Blitz and Richard Stephens.

Probably the biggest testimony to Ron’s value to the University 
is what his past students say about him. Numerous people say 
that Ron is the best teacher that they have ever had. Some 
students have thanked him for preparing them so well for their 
graduate studies. Others are amazed at how quickly he can 
recognize and repair a mistake in someone’s thinking.

In student evaluations, Ron’s described as a tough teacher who 
explains things very clearly. Ron expects a lot from his 
students and a lot from himself. It is great to watch students 
follow his determination and rise to the challenges. He 
typically teaches an overload, which translates to 4 or 5 classes 
per semester. In fact, he taught five classes as recently as fall 
2001.

Ron has been at the University of Alaska Southeast for close to 
20 years. He was instrumental in developing the Learning 
Center as a way to get students to study math together. The 
Learning Center has expanded with tutors in math, English, 
psychology, biology, chemistry, logic, French and Tlingit.

Alum ni and friends searched the intertidal zone for slimy 
and crawly things.

Chancellor John Pugh introduces Lt. Gov. Loren 
Leman as Dean Schmitt and Prof. Anderson 
watch on.



As coordinator of the department, Ron finds adjunct professors, schedules classes, coordinates with 
the other campuses, and maintains the “complaint” department. He is also a mentor for younger 
faculty, sharing his unique perspective on many situations.

HEAD START
Forty-four Alaskan Head Start teachers were brought to Alyeska for a conference, designed to 
support their continued participation in the Distance Early Childhood Education Associate of Arts 
degree program. The Head Start Bureau and the University of Alaska, which sponsored the 
gathering, understand the tremendous effort they are asking of these teachers. The majority of 
participants are Alaska Natives who live in remote villages and take mostly distance classes while 
also working full time and caring for their families.

The gathering was facilitated by Nila Rinehart and funded by a grant from 
the Head Start Bureau. UAS' Rhonda Hickok inspired the teacher/ 
students with her story of challenge and success. Nine Elders and 38 other 
supporters including university instructors, advisors and mentors, Head 
Start training coordinators and JoAn Herren, the Training and Technical 
Assistance Chief of the Head Start Bureau, flew in from Washington D.C. 
and the spring graduates came to encourage those still working.

UAS Dean of Education Marilyn Taylor, and Dean Bernice Joseph 
from the College of Rural Alaska were present and demonstrated the 
collaboration between UAS and CRA to bring about this statewide 
distance ECE/AAS program. The gathering was held from May 19 to 22.
Three smaller Gatherings in different parts of the state were also very 
successful.

SITKA
Graduates of the Spring 2003 Certificate Nursing Assistant class at UAS gathered for a ceremony 
in Sitka. Agencies partnering with UAS Sitka Campus included the Pioneer Home, SEARHC, Sitka 
Community Hospital and Center for Community.

JoAn Herren from the 
Head Start Bureau in 
Washington D.C.

Lending Leadership
Fifteen students participated in the 5th Annual Leadership Communication Institute May 15 
through May 21. Jonathan Anderson, lead faculty, said that once again participants were 
committed to the intensive work required during this week. Participants evaluated the Institute by 
saying “I would like to say 'Thank you' for having a class like this. I learned so many skills in all 
areas of leadership (presentations, media, and teambuilding). I would strongly recommend this 
class to all who are in a leadership role.”

FACULTY and STAFF
Nathaniel “Thane” Brown is celebrating 5 years with UAS on June 9, 2003.

New employees:
Angelina Healey has been hired as an 
accounts clerk in the Business Office. 
Dale Bucich has been hired as a 
financial aid technician.
Mary Arnold has been hired as the 
publications coordinator in the 
Chancellor’s Office.
Charles Drummond has been hired as 
an administrative secretary in 
Education.
Jeanny Wharton has been hired as an 
administrative clerk in Education. 
Kim Schulte has been hired as an 
instructional technician at the 
Ketchikan campus.
Kate Sullivan has been hired as an 
assistant professor of fisheries at the 
Ketchikan campus.
Margaret Walmer has been hired as 
an assistant professor of Health 
Science.
Larry Beaudoin has been hired as the 
technical and training coordinator at 
the Ketchikan Shipyard.
Mark Rudnicki has been hired as an 
assistant professor of forestry on the 
Ketchikan campus.

Employee Anniversaries -  May: 
Jennifer Brown, 1 year; Alfredo 
Chavarria, 2 years; Alice Cropley, 18 
years; Janice Lynne Davis, 1 year; 
Bonnie Elsensohn, 8 years; Fred 
Everest, 3 years; Bobbi Fraiser, 2 
years; Keith Gerken, 3 years;
Debbie Gleaton, 12 years; Scott 
Hodgson, 2 years; Candy Murdoch, 
21 years; Gwenna Richardson, 3 
years.

Use it or lose it
Regular non-exempt staff that have 
not used their personal holiday yet, 
are reminded that they must use it by 
Friday, June 27, 2003 or it will be 
lost. Personal holidays do not accrue 
from year to year so it must be taken 
during the fiscal year in which it is 
earned. The appropriate supervisor 
must approve the leave in advance.

If you have UAS faculty, staff, student or 
alumni news, please contact Kevin Myers at 
465-6530 or kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu. 
Layout by Mary Arnold. UAS is an AA/EO 
employer and educational institution.

If you would like to 
receive Soundings 
electronically, contact 
kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu

Graduates o f the spring 2003 CNA class at UA S. L to R: Angel Kookesh, Bobbi Jo Conner, Kiplee Miller, 
Jeannine Woodall, N ikki Nevers, Jennifer Patrick, Lorraine Daly Georjeana Wallace, Anna Bennett. Not 
pictured: Stella James, Janet Joseph.
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