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Groundbreaking
A groundbreaking ceremony was held on Sat. Nov. 8 at the 
site of the joint UAS Student Recreation Center and Alaska 
Army National Guard Readiness Center.

“This is really important to us, not only from the standpoint of 
providing a quality education to our students,” said UAS 
Chancellor John Pugh, “but, also having the Army National 
Guard to be able to provide their service personnel with an 
excellent facility for education and training. This is going to 
be a great facility for everybody, the University, the Army 
National Guard and the community.”

See the site online at www.uas.alaska.edu/rec/photos.html

John Pugh, Kaci Hamilton, Tish Griffin Satre, Elsa Demeksa, and Mark 
Hamilton turned the dirt a t the Rec. and Ready groundbreaking.

Peaceful Freedom Fighter

Tibetan Monk Palden Gyatso, who was imprisoned for 33 
years by the Chinese government for peacefully protesting its 
occupation of Tibet, will lecture on Human Rights & Tibet at 
7 pm in the Egan Library on Wednesday, Nov 19th.

Annual Glory Hole Donation Drive
Boxes will be put out next week for the Glory Hole Donation 
Drive. Non-perishable food, toys, and clothing are accepted. 
Items do not have to be new, but the toys should have all the 
pieces and in working order. Checks made payable to the 
Glory Hole are also accepted.

Give Blood
There will be a blood drive from 9 am - 4pm Wednesday, 
November 19th in the Lake Room. Sign up at the Activities & 
Housing Desk, email sahra.clark@uas.alaska.edu, or phone 
465-6528. Sign ups must be received by Nov. 17th.

Sitka
The Sitka Campus Business Office is now 
fully staffed with the addition of Chris 
Yarbrough as the new Purchasing 
Technician.

When UAS Sitka Campus decided to enlist 
in Sitka’s recycling efforts, no one knew 
whether or not it would catch on. Large bins 
were set up in the hanger area to accommodate cardboard, 
mixed paper, and reusable packing boxes. Aluminum was 
collected in large cans around the building. Much to 
everyone’s delight, the collection bins quickly began to fill up 
and are now taken to the recycling center on Katlian at least 
once a week. The University generates a LOT of paper and 
cardboard in the course of a day’s work so the staff and 
faculty are happy that it is going to a good cause. There are 
shredders for sensitive documents to ensure that nothing 
containing personal information leaves in one piece. Also, 
University personnel are reusing packing material and boxes 
whenever feasible.

The result of these efforts has meant that the University has 
reduced costs by being able to eliminate one of their of 
dumpsters. Over time, that is a big saving! It’s great when 
helping the environment can also help the budget.

Ketchikan
The UAS Ketchikan Bridge Club 1975-2000 scholarship 
application period is open. This $500 scholarship will be 
awarded for the first time since it was endowed in 2001. 
Preference will be given to students who have completed a 
semester of college-level work and can demonstrate hard work 
and motivation toward higher education. Demonstration of 
financial need is important. The application is available online 
at www.ketch.alaska.edu or on campus. Deadline to submit 
applications is December 15.

The final installment of VideoVersity for Fall 2003 is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 6. The theme is conspiracy

C hris Yarbrough
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theory, and the last film looks at this from a psychological perspective. The 1997 film, 
"The Game," starring Michael Douglas and Sean Penn throws Douglas into a real-life 
game where he is being framed and no longer know whom to trust. The conspiracy begins 
at 7pm in the UAS Ketchikan Campus Library. This event is free and open to the public.

UAS Ketchikan is planning a Practical Nursing Pinning Ceremony for Friday, December 
12 at 6:00pm. The group of UAA nursing students have been studying and learning 
practical nursing skills for the last 18 months. The group set to achieve their pins is Jimmy 
Baughman, Sara Vance, Judie McCullough, Connie Rushing and Norma Burton.

Open enrollment this month
November is open enrollment month, which gives staff and faculty a chance to make 
changes to medical plans or supplemental benefits for the next year. However, this year 
will be different for non-union employees since the benefit plan year will be changing 
from a calendar year system to a fiscal year system.
That means that the November open enrollment period for non-union employees will 
cover January 1 through June 30, 2004. There will be an additional open enrollment 
period in April that will cover July 1 through December 31, 2004.
Options during open enrollment include supplemental benefit elections such as adding or 
deleting dependents, flexible spending accounts (medical or daycare), increasing life 
insurance, or adding accidental death and dismemberment coverage.
You can access all your current benefit information at: www.uaonline.alaska.edu.
Forms and information about open enrollment are available through the Statewide Benefits 
site: www.alaska.edu/hr/benefits.
If you have any questions about open enrollment or any of the medical or financial 
benefits, call UAS Personnel Services at 465-6473.

Benefits Director on campus Nov. 21
Mike Humphrey, statewide director of benefits will be in Juneau to provide information 
about open enrollment and upcoming changes to the university medical insurance plan. 
Non-union employees will have an enhanced vision plan and “flex plan” choices available 
in July 2004.
The presentation is Friday November 21st from 10 a.m. to noon in Egan 223 and again 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the conference room at the Bill Ray Center. All employees are 
welcome to bring questions and ideas.

Faculty and Staff
Jane Terzis’s artwork is in an exhibition of 50 women artists at the Bear Gallery in 
Fairbanks. The exhibition is titled, “XX.” Jane’s work is titled, “Prayer For the Protection 
of All Beings.”

Steve Henrikson spoke in Jane Terzis's classroom on November 6th. Henrikson is Curator 
of Collections at the Alaska State Museum. He spoke about NW Coast Alaskan art and 
culture from earliest known artworks to first contact with Europeans.

Rhonda Hickok, PITAS Program Director, participated on the “Growing Our Own 
Teachers and Administrators” panel at the 3rd First Alaskans Summit. She presented on 
the success of the PITAS program in the recruitment of potential teacher candidates at the 
high school level and the retention efforts at UAS. Many UAS Center for Teacher 
Education faculty also attended the summit, along with PITAS student Lily Hudson, who 
also presented as a youth speaker during the lunch session on Monday. Lily’s talk on the 
need for indigenous knowledge and traditional ways of knowing in K-12 was well 
received.

Barbara Burnett is serving as the Financial Aid Track Chair and presenting “Return to 
Title IV,” and co-presenting a session on “Financial Aid Leveraging” at the SCT 
Education Technology Association annual conference in Reno. Diane Meador, the 
Financial Aid Advisor, will be conducting a “Financial Aid 101” session for JDHS parents 
this Wednesday after Parent-Teacher Conferences.

Our 2004-2005 Scholarship Applications are now available: students can pick up paper 
copies at the Financial Aid Office, or they can download the application at 
www.uas.alaska.edu/financial_aid/scholuas.html. Scholarship applications must be 
returned to the Financial Aid Office by February 14th.

November
anniversaries
Fran Barnes, 22 years; Cody 
Bennett, 3 years; Traci Brunette, 
1 year; Patricia DeAngelis, 3 
years; Michael Funk, 3 years; 
Hugh Gray, 1 year; Jeff 
Haskell, 1 year; Abby Kosmos,
1 year; Colleen McBrien, 1 year; 
Tom McBrien, 1 year; Dawn 
Montgomery, 6 years; Karen 
Pitcher, 3 years; Jana Ring, 3 
years; Juan Rivero, 3 years; 
Karen Schmitt, 2 years; Charles 
Ross, 2 years; Erlito Samonte, 5 
years; Deborah Sonnenburg, 7 
years.

New hires
Adam Marino has been hired as 
the new mail clerk in Facility 
Services.
Maria Moya has been hired as 
assistant to the Provost.
John Moran has been hired as a 
research associate in Arts and 
Sciences.
Bree Simpson has been hired as 
an administrative assistant in Arts 
& Sciences.
Naomi Love has been hired as an 
instructional technician in the 
Learning Center.
Ray Roberts has been hired as a 
groundskeeper in Facility 
Services.
John Fraley has been hired as a 
training coordinator on the 
Ketchikan campus.
Christine Yarbrough has been 
hired as a purchasing technician 
on the Sitka campus.
Vickie Kraft has been hired as 
the assistant to the Dean of Arts 
and Sciences.
Candy Murdoch has been hired 
as a fiscal professional in the 
Grants and Contracts office. 
Andrew Tubley has been hired as 
an administrative assistant in the 
Vice Chancellor’s office.

I f  you have UAS faculty, staff, student or alumni 
news, please contact Kevin Myers at 465-6530 or 
kevin.myers@uas.alaska.edu.
Layout by Mary Arnold. UAS is an AA/EO 
employer and educational institution.
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