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Spring Convocation 2010
Retention, Engagement, & Community

Spring Convocation included an update 
from the Chancellor’s Task Force on 
Student Retention and Success. At the 
Juneau Campus General Assembly of 
Faculty and Staff Monday morning (January 
11, 2010) members Sol Neely, Wendy 
Girven and Jill Dumensil presented some 
of the initial findings of the group tasked 
with identifying ways to keep more students 
engaged in campus life and ultimately, 
graduating from UAS.

Student testimony to the group identified 
lack of campus community as the main issue. 
English faculty Sol Neely said the alienation 
felt by some students could be ameliorated 
with more opportunities for student activism 
and campus solidarity. He acknowledged 
such goals could be, “hard to engender with 
distance education.”

Proposed solutions included an Events 
coordinator position, first year experience/ 
freshman seminar, opportunities for service 
learning, civic engagement and student 
leadership and a campus book project.* (see 
related article)

Following the presentation, student 
Gloria Anderstrom provided an inspiring

example of a student engaged in creating 
community at UAS and whose education 
is providing her an avenue for activism. On 
behalf of the Cultural Infusion Committee, 
Anderstrom did a command performance of 
a talk that won first place at the 2009 Native 
Oratory competition held at UAA. “UAS 
is one of a kind in that it really embraces 
the Native Culture and the values of the 
Native people,” she said. “The truth is 
all universities are on Native land but the 
difference is UAS really embraces that.” 

Anderstrom gave a presentation about 
environmental damage and tainted 
subsistence shellfish resulting from debris 
left behind by military activities near 
her hometown of Yakutat during World 
War 2. The damage is linked to cancer 
clusters in Yakutat. Anderstrom’s mother 
recently died of breast cancer. Anderstrom 
encouraged the UAS community to get 
involved with groups working to clean up 
the damage left by WW2 in Alaska such as 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics and 
the Yakutat Tribe. “No one is going to do 
something about this than us,” she said.
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One Campus,
One Book Project

You are invited to participate in the Spring 
2010 pilot project- ONE CAMPUS, ONE 
BOOK. This is an opportunity for you to join 
others throughout the UAS community in 
reading the same book, sharing thoughts and 
experiences, and participating in events. The 
selected title this year is Listening is an Act o f 
Love: A  Celebration o f  American Life from  the 
StoryCorps Project.

We are hoping to continue this project through the fall-- 
Please keep an eye out for book discussions and other events 
around campus and at http://www.uas.alaska.edu/library/ 
one-campus-one-book/ (in progress)

Ancient Carbon, Modern Food
Glacier Melt Adds Ancient Edibles to Marine Buffet

Glaciers along the Gulf o f Alaska are enriching stream 
and near shore marine ecosystems from a surprising source 
-  ancient carbon contained in glacial runoff, researchers 
from four universities and the U.S. Forest Service report 
in the December 24 , 2009 issue of the journal Nature, the 
international weekly journal of science. The study, led by 
UAS Environmental Science and Geography faculty Eran 
Hood, highlights previously unrecognized impacts from 
melting glaciers and provides a new understanding of how 
glacial runoff can contribute to the ocean food web.

Several media outlets picked up the story, including United 
Press International, Associated Press, Terra Daily (on-line) 
and the Juneau Empire.

Other authors of the article, “Glaciers as a source of ancient 
and labile organic matter to the marine environment,” are 
University of Alaska Fairbanks Ph.D. student Jason Fellman; 
Robert G.M. Spencer and Peter J. Hernes of the Department 
of Land, Air and Water Resources at the University of

"We found that the more glacier there is in the 
watershed, the more carbon is bioavailable to marine 

microorganisms. And the higher the percentage of 
glacier coverage, the older the organic material is —  

up to 4,000 years old,"

California Davis; Rick Edwards and David D ’Amore of the 
Pacific Northwest Research Station of the U.S.D.A. Forest 
Service in Juneau, and Durelle Scott of Virginia Tech.

The research is supported by a three-year grant from 
National Science Foundation to study the impact of Alaska’s 
melting glaciers on the transport and fate of nutrients in 
coastal watersheds in the Gulf of Alaska.

Hood and team found that organic carbon released from

coastal glaciers is surprisingly valuable as a source of food 
to coastal food webs despite being thousands of years old. 
The release of significant amounts of high quality organic 
carbon to the coastal ocean may be important in supporting 
ecological productivity and influencing the chemistry along 
the Alaskan coastline.

In spring 2008, Hood, an associate professor of hydrology, 
set out to measure the nutrients that reach the gulf from five 
glaciated watersheds he can drive to from his Juneau office. 
“We don’t currently have much information about how 
runoff from glaciers may be contributing to productivity 
in downstream marine ecosystems,” said Hood. “This is a 
particularly critical question given the rate at which glaciers 
along the Gulf of Alaska are thinning and receding.”

Former graduate school colleague Durelle Scott, now 
an assistant professor of biological systems engineering at 
Virginia Tech, analyzed the organic matter and nutrient 
(nitrogen and phosphorus) loads being exported from the 
Juneau-area study watersheds. “Because there are few reports 
of nutrient yields from glacial watersheds, Eran and I decided 
to compare the results from a non-glacial watershed with 
those of a watershed partially covered by a glacier and a

watershed fully covered by a glacier,” said Scott.
To better understand the nature of organic carbon 

contained in glacier runoff, Hood’s Ph.D. student, Jason 
Fellman, collected samples from 11 watersheds along the Gulf 
of Alaska from Juneau to the Kenai Peninsula in the summer 
of 2008 . The samples were analyzed to determine the age, 
source, and biodegradability of organic matter derived from 
glacier inputs.

“We found that the more glacier there is in the watershed, 
the more carbon is bioavailable to marine microorganisms. 
And the higher the percentage of glacier coverage, the older 
the organic material is -  up to 4 ,000  years old,” said Scott.

Hood and coauthors hypothesize that forests that lived 
along the Gulf of Alaska between 2 ,500  to 7,000 years ago 
have been covered by glaciers, and this organic matter is 
now coming out. “The organic matter in heavily glaciated 
watersheds is labile, like sugar. Microorganisms appear to be
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metabolizing ancient carbon, and as they die and decompose, 
biodegradable dissolved organic carbon is being flushed out 
with the glacier melt,” said Scott.

“Our findings suggest that runoff from glaciers may be a 
quantitatively important source of bioavailable organic carbon 
for coastal ecosystems in the Gulf o f Alaska. Thus, future 
changes in glacier extent may impact the food webs in this 
region that support some of the most productive fisheries in 
the United States,” said Hood.

An abstract of the article is at this link: www.nature.com/ 
nature/journal/v462/n7276/full/nature08580.html

Thomas Appointed Fellow at 
Foley Institute

Political Science faculty Clive Thomas has been appointed 
as the first Senior Fellow at the Thomas S. Foley Institute for 
Public Policy &  Public Service at Washington State University 
in Pullman, Washington. Thomas will conduct research and 
share knowledge with WSU colleagues and students. An 
article in the institute’s newsletter calls Thomas, “one of the 
world’s leading scholars on interest groups. He has published 
extensively in the areas of interest groups, as well as Western, 
Alaska, Latin American, and comparative politics.”

Named to honor Tom Foley’s more than 30 years of public 
service to both state and nation and as the 49th Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, the Foley Institute fosters 
civic education, public service, and public policy research in 
a nonpartisan, cross-disciplinary setting. It has a threefold 
mission at WSU that covers public affairs programming and 
education, public policy research and Congressional studies, 
and student involvement in public policy and public service.

In Need of Trinkets/Prizes for 
UAS College Goal Sunday

Do you have bags, backpacks, or other cool items from 
conferences that you don’t need or want? These items make 
great prizes for College Goal Sunday, sponsored by the UAS 
Financial Aid Office.

College Goal Sunday provides guidance for college-bound 
students and their families in completing the Free Application 
for Student Aid (FAFSA). This year’s event will be held on 
January 31st. Deadline for donations for this year’s event is 
Friday, January 29th; however, donations will be accepted 
throughout the year for future events.

Please bring donations to the Financial Aid Office (NOV4) 
or the Development Office (SA1), or contact ext. 6566 for 
pick-up or more information. Thanks for your support!

Career Ed New Hires:
Julie Ray and Karen Phelps

Julie Ray joined UAS in September 2009 and currently 
serves as Administrative Manager at the University of Alaska 
Southeast, School of Career Education. She brings over 15 
years of management experience in the higher education and 
private sector. Prior to her move to Alaska she was employed 
at the University of Nevada, Reno Fire Science Academy 
where she provided administrative/program management and 
development in the fields of fire fighting, crisis management, 
safety, rescue, hazardous materials and instructor training.
She also has experience in the mining, engineering and 
staffing industries. Julie is happy to be aboard and excited 
about Career Education programs. She is getting to know the 
community and looking forward to working with UAS faculty 
and staff.

Julie holds a BS in Business Administration from the 
University of Phoenix and is a member of the Nevada 
Chapter of College and University Professional Association 
(CUPA-HR). She served on the Board of Nevada Rural 
Health Centers where she applied her human resources 
experience and strategic financial planning skills. She was an 
advocate for the rural clinics and volunteered on the Carlin 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Karen Phelps has joined the Career Education staff as 
Administrative Assistant. Karen was a long time resident of 
Juneau, working for several years as branch manager for the 
Juneau Public Libraries. In 1986, she moved into the private 
sector, working for the Juneau office of Montgomery Watson 
as office manager. In 1998, Montgomery Watson closed 
their Juneau office and Karen transferred to their Denver 
location as a financial service manager. In 2001 , Karen joined 
Kleinfelder, an engineering company based in California, as 
a business manager for the three Colorado regional offices. 
When her mother needed her in 2007, Karen moved to 
Grove, Oklahoma to help out. Karen is very happy to be back 
to her real home in Juneau where she feels she belongs. Karen 
is a past performer with the Juneau International Folkdance 
group, enjoys ballroom and contra dancing, and is passionate 
about gardening.

Mulle Chapter in Canadian Journal
A chapter by sociology faculty Ginny Mulle is 

included in the journal, Gender, Culture and Northern 
Fisheries, recently published by the Canadian Circumpolar 
Institute Press. The title of the chapter is “Without Fish We 
Would No Longer Exist: The Changing Role of Women in 
Southeast Alaska’s Subsistence Salmon Harvest.”
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Sitka Staff Member Appointed 
to American Health Information 
Management Association

Leslie Gordon, MS, RHIA, Sitka Campus 
Health Information Management (HIM ) 
Program Director has been appointed 
to the American Health Information 
Management Association (AHIMA) 
Education Strategy Committee (ESC) 
for a two year term. The ESC advising 
the AHIMA Board of Directors on issues 
that impact the H IM  profession from an 

educational standpoint. This is a vital time for H IM  education 
in the United States, with the national directive to implement 
Electronic Health Records by 2013 for all providers and the 
update to the current diagnosis coding system.

Personnel Corner
Employee anniversaries (January)

Ramir Andes, 16 years; Lisa Bogert, 2 years; Michelle 
Calvin-Casey, 1 year; Nina Chordas, 8 years; Cathy Connor, 
18 years; Clint Crellin, 3 years; Marilyn durocher, 4 years;
Eric Elsensohn, 1 year; Beatrice Franklin, 13 years; Tara 
Fritzinger, 2 years; Jim Gage, 18 years; Robin Gilcrist, 3 
years; Kelly Jensen, 2 years; Lynne Johnson, 10 years; Steve 
Laing, 4 years; Kay McCarthy, 11; Peter Munro, 5 years; 
Melissa Nell, 1 year; Thomas Pennington, 1 year; Kimberly 
Schulte, 7 years; Marianne Stillner, 10 years, Amanda Triplett, 
1 year; William Urquhart, 1 year; Vicki Williams, 2 years.

New hires
Mary Alvarez, cashier, Business Office, Sitka.
David Woodie, term assistant professor of Art.

W-2's coming to UAOnline
W -2’s for tax year 2009 will be available to employees 

on January 22 at UAOnline. They will also be mailed to 
employees January 31.

Communicate with your Car!
“PC-based Scan Tools” is a non-credit Automotive 

Technology course that is designed for tech-savvy car owners. 
More information is better when dealing with car problems. 
With this course, you will learn how to talk to your car using 
your laptop computer. This course will meet on Saturday 
mornings from 9 AM to 1 PM in Room 216 of the TEC 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 13). Lots of opportunity will be provided for 
hands-on interaction with your personal vehicle. For further 
information, call Tony Martin @ 796-6126.

Ribbon Cutting for New UAS and 
MEHS Sign

The University of Alaska Southeast Sitka Campus and Mt. 
Edgecumbe High School are celebrating the installation 
of their new sign at the corner of Seward Avenue and 
Harbor Drive. A ribbon cutting took place on December 
10, 2009 and was attended by Jeff Johnston, UAS Sitka 
Campus Director; Bernie Gurule, Mt. Edgecumbe Principle; 
Norm Campbell, UAS Adjunct Faculty and sign designer; 
and Marcus Lee, Owner of Leecraft, sign manufacturer 
and installer, Malorie Johnson and Charles Grammer, Mt. 
Edgecumbe students.

The design for the new sign came about after Jeff 
Johnston saw a brushed metal sign at a college up north and 
approached Mt. Edgecumbe High School officials with the 
idea. Norm Campbell was asked to design the sign with the 
attributes of UAS and Mt. Edgecumbe High School. After 
a couple of months of design work and collaboration with 
Marcus Lee, the design was finalized. Marcus Lee fabricated 
the sign from aluminum and stainless steel using a special 
technique to achieve the brushed and rusted metal look. The 
new sign provides a welcoming first impression for parents, 
students and visitors of the two campuses.

From the Alumni Office
UAS Alumni & Friends Annual Meeting, Jan. 30, 2010

The UAS Alumni &  Friends annual meeting is open to all 
current members of UASAA. It will be on Saturday, January 
30, from 10 AM to 12 PM in the Glacier View Room. A 
light lunch will be served, so please RSVP if you plan to 
attend in person. Teleconferencing is also available. I f  you 
want to call into the meeting, please call 800 .893 .8850 , and 
use the participant code 6784876. I f  you plan to call into 
the meeting, please email Keni Campbell, Alumni Relations 
Manager, and she will send the materials of the meeting to 
you via email. We will be welcoming Kristy Smith and Tanya 
Ewing to our Board of Directors, and Rick Wolk will be 
continuing on in his board seat.
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UAS Alumni Ketchikan Chapter 5th Annual Wine 
Tasting Event, Feb. 19, 2010

The California Dreamin’ Wine Tasting and Food Pairing 
will be held in Ketchikan at the Ted Ferry Civic Center on 
February 19, 2010 from 6:30 PM to 9 :00 PM. This event 
features California wines paired with unique hors d’oeuvres, 
a live auction for theme gift baskets. NEW this year— Port 
&  Cordials paired with chocolate following the auction, 
and a Silent Secret Wine Auction. Regular event tickets are 
$30, and there will also be a “premium room” available for 
a $75 ticket price. This event raises money for the Ketchikan 
Rainbird Trailhead Improvement Project. For tickets, call 
907 .228 .4523 .

Here's Your Chance to Win a Holland America 
Caribbean or Mexican Cruise!

Raffle Tickets Available! Tickets are $10 and support 
the Juneau Rotary Club -  UAS Scholarship Fund. Tickets 
available in the Development/Chancellor’s Office, 796-6566. 
Drawing will be held at the Juneau Rotary Wine Tasting & 
Auction on February 12. Need not be present to win.

Save the Date -  Alumni Golf Tournament, May 22
The annual Alumni Golf Tournament will be held Saturday, 

May 22 in Haines at the Valley of the Eagles golf course. 
Participants meet at the Allen Marine dock here in Juneau, 
sail in a catamaran to Haines, golf all day, then sail back 
home. All meals provided for the cost of golf. I f  you are 
interested, please give us a call and get on our reservation list. 
Alumni Office, 796-6569.

Save the Date -  Alumni Suite at the Mariners Game in 
Seattle, July 24

We will once again have a group suite at the Seattle 
Mariners vs. Boston Red Sox game on July 24 at Safeco Field 
in Seattle. Tickets available soon... date subject to change 
(but only to the next day) so stay tuned! I f  you want to be 
sure to be on the list, give us a call and we’ll add you to our 
reminder list. Alumni Office, 7986-6569.

New Calendar Contacts Page
I f  you are a UAS staff, faculty or student club and want 

your event in the UAS Calendar, check out the new Calendar 
Contacts web page. It includes a list of who to contact 
organized by the current departmental/campus calendars at 
UAS. The page also has links to various community calendars 
where you can publicize your event. 
www.uas.alaska.edu/calendar/contributors.html

A Field Trip to Snettisham

The Engineering Practices I (EN G R 151) class took 
a field trip to the Snettisham Hydroelectric power plant 
in December. Scott Willis, A EL& P’s Power Generation 
Manager, gave a guest lecture during the semester describing 
the construction and operational history of the plant. His 
talk included a discussion of the recent avalanches and the 
engineering behind an avalanche control structure that 
now protects the tower most exposed to avalanche hazards. 
The students and faculty then flew by floatplane to the plant 
and toured the facility. Thanks to AEL&P for their support of 
the UAS Pre-Engineering program!

PR and Media Relations Corner Upcoming UAS Wellness Events

New InFocus!
The latest addition to the new UAS regional website is a 

revised In-Focus subsite. InFocus contains first hand accounts 
of the life adventures of students, faculty &  staff, exchange 
students, alumni and highlights of programs and events. It 
is a place for web visitors to meet the UAS community and 
discover opportunities to learn, engage and change. Check it 
out at: www.uas.alaska.edu/infocus

Staff and Faculty: You are invited to be a focus of In-Focus! 
Send your submissions to Katie.bausler@uas.alaska.edu with 
photos if you have them. We can take pictures of you as well.

YogaFit
Join UA Health in Action for YogaFit, beginning January 

11, on Mondays from 7:00 -  7:45am in the Mourant 
Building, Fireweed Room. No registration necessary.

Get the Point Begins February 1
Being healthy pays when you participate in Get the Point 
The Get the Point (GTP) Incentive Campaign will begin 

February 1 and run through July 31. We’ve added new prizes 
and updated the system. The program goal remains the same, 
to help you incorporate healthful habits into your lifestyle and 
reward you for consistent healthful living.

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings
http://www.uas.alaska.edu/calendar/contributors.html
http://www.uas.alaska.edu/infocus
mailto:Katie.bausler@uas.alaska.edu


www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings

Beginning in February, track your activities at least once a 
month in any one of the FO U R  CON SECU TIVE M ONTH 
incentive campaign periods. Once you start, you have FO U R  
CON SECUTIVE M ONTHS to complete the GTP incentive 
campaign.

Incentive Campaign Periods
February -  May 
March - June 
April - July

*N O TE: You must have at least 1+ point in each of the two 
and/or four consecutive months to be eligible.
Interested? Visit UA Health In Action or GTP for details.

If you have questions or need more information, 
please Kristi Barrios at kristi@winforalaska.com or
9 0 7 .5 2 2 .0 3 0 7 .

CCERT Volunteers Complete 
Training

Last November, almost two dozen of your coworkers 
successfully completed the Campus Community Emergency 
Response Team (CCERT) training course on the Juneau 
campus. Volunteers received hands on instruction in a 
variety of disaster preparedness and response skills including 
emergency first aid, fire safety, building damage assessments, 
light search and rescue and disaster psychology.

UAS campuses rely on local community first responders 
for help during an emergency. However, in the event of a 
significant community disaster such as a major earthquake, 
community resources could be strained and help to our 
campus could be delayed. CCERT volunteers can make a big 
difference by taking positive steps to save lives and preserve 
property until professional help arrives.

The University of Alaska Southeast announces a series 
of arts related events for Spring 2010. All Lectures are 
FREE and take place on periodic Fridays at 7:00 PM in 
the Egan Lecture Hall on the UAS Auke Lake Campus.

Friday, January 22 
Who's Afraid of New Music?
Kyle Pickett, Music Director, Juneau Symphony

Kyle Pickett will talk about the challenges and rewards 
of performing new music. He will also discuss how 
symphonic music evolved through the 20th century. 
The presentation is inspired by the Juneau Symphony’s 
Alaska premiere of a new clarinet concerto by American 
composer, Lowell Lieberman.

Friday, February 19
Warm Music on a Winter's Night
Linda Rosenthal, violin &  Sue Kazam a, piano

Beloved Favorites from the Romantic Period featuring 
Edvard Grieg’s spirited Sonata in G Major, Massenet's 
celebrated “Meditation from Thais” and Smetana's 
From The Homeland, a work steeped in the folk music 
of Bohemia, the composer's native land.

Friday, March 12
Treasures from the State Film Archives
Alaska State Library Historical Collections S taff

A series of short films including Ted Kennedy's 1968 
speech to the Democratic convention in Sitka, Douglas 
Bridge opening, Tongass totem carving and Alaska 
Airlines promotional films.

Friday, March 26 
Musings on Music
Kyle Pickett, Music Director, Juneau Symphony

Kyle Pickett will talk about several topics, such as early 
music performance practice and representations of 
composers and musicians in popular culture. He will 
then open the discussion to questions about music, the 
orchestra, conducting, etc.

Contact:
Katie Bausler, UAS Director of PR and Marketing, 796-6530
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Science for Alaska
LECTURE SERIES 2010

www.scienceforalaska.com
or call 907-474-5082

7 P.M. • CEN TEN N IAL HALL
HICKEL ROOM

THURSDAY, JAN. 21
New EnergyforAlaska Communities 
Gwen Holdmann
Director of the Alaska Center for Energy and Power, UA

THURSDAY, JAN.28
Tooth-Walkers:
Uncovering the Archaeology 
ofAlaska's Walruses 
Erica Hill
Assistant Professor of Anthropology, UAS

THURSDAY, FEB. 4
Raising The Dead:
Hibernating Animals Give Scientists 
Clues To Help Victims Of Cardiac Arrest 
Kelly Drew
Professor, UAF

Coordinated by the Center for Research Services, 
University of A laska Fairbanks
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