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Outdoor studies 
students made UAS 
history in May when 
they climbed North 
America’s highest 
peak for their 
capstone course. 
Three members of 
the party reached 
the peak. See the 
UAS-ODS Denali 
blog here: h t tp : / /  
uasods.blogspot. 
com.

Above: Sheaview: Shea Mack takes in 
the view on Mt. McKinley

Right: Yosuke summit: Yosuke Sano 
reaches the summit.

See the Juneau Empire article “UAS hits its peak on 
Denali” here: h ttp://juneauem pire.com /stories/061810/ 
out_655825689.shtml.

UAS Welcomes New Deans

The University of Alaska Southeast is 
restructuring Student Services leadership 
and welcoming a new Dean of Education 
and Dean of Professional and Technical 
Studies.

Joe Nelson, J.D., has been promoted 
from Director of Admissions to Dean of 
Enrollment Management. Jessie Grant,
Ph.D., has been promoted from Director of 
Activities and Housing to Dean of Students. 
The appointments were made after the 
retirement of Vice Chancellor for Student 
Services Bruce Gifford who returned to 
UAS in 2008. He retired after serving UAS

over the course of more than 25 years.
Larry Harris also retired as Dean of 

Education, a position he held since 2006. 
New Dean of Education Deborah Lo is 
scheduled to start work August 1. A native 
of the Florida Keys, Lo’s background as 
an educator includes a variety of positions 
including both national and international 
work as a teacher, researcher and 
administrator.

Lo most recently served as chair of the 
Department of Elementary, Early and 
Special Education for Southeast Missouri 
State University in Cape Girardeau,

Summer 2010 ODS Students on Denali
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Dr. Deborah Lo

Missouri. Prior to her position at 
Southeast Missouri, Lo was chair 
of the Education Department at 
the University of Scranton, a Jesuit 
University in Scranton Pennsylvania.
Dr. Lo earned a doctorate in 
educational psychology from the 
University of Chicago and a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree from Florida State 
University.

“It is truly an honor to be selected as 
the incoming dean for UAS’s School 
of Education,” says Lo. “It is clear 

that the faculty have a passion for developing and maintaining 
quality education programs that result in educators who are 
held in high regard. My challenge will be to help maintain 
and build a competitive edge both in Alaska and nationally.” 

Also coming on board August 
1 is Dr. Steven Krause as Dean of 
Professional and Technical Studies. 
Krause will oversee UAS Management 
and Career Education programs. Dr. 
Karen Schmidt formerly held the post 
and moved to the University of Alaska 
Anchorage in 2009.

Dr. Krause most recently served 
as Chair of Business at Concordia 
University in Portland, Oregon.
He completed his doctoral work at 
Texas Tech University, holds a BS in 

Physics, a Masters Degree in Human Resources Management, 
and is an honors graduate, National Defense University, 
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Krause arrived at Concordia University in 1999 after 
spending three years with the Boeing Company under a 
Department of Defense contract to train B1 Bomber combat 
aviators. He also completed a 20-year career as a USAF

Dr. Steven Krause

Arts and Sciences student and EPSCoR grantee Yoko Kugo pre
sented her poster on spruce tree research at the EPSCoR All Hands 

Meeting in Fairbanks May 26-28.

officer while holding a variety of command and administrative 
positions in two combat flight training schools.

“I have been very impressed with the people I have met 
at the University of Alaska Southeast,” said Krause. “When 
students arrive for fall classes, it creates quite a buzz, which 
in turn re-energizes campus life and provides spark to the 
learning environment. I look forward to all the “fun” and am 
ready for all the opportunities and challenges which we will 
face together.”

Assistant Professor of Ceramics 
Jeremy Kane receives $12,000 
Rasmuson fellowship grant
By Amy Fletcher, Juneau Empire

If you walked into a gallery anywhere in the country where 
50 ceramists were displaying their art, you’d probably be able 
to pick out Jeremy Kane’s work without much trouble. Kane 
pairs his classic porcelain forms with imagery from popular 
culture, applied to the pots as decals; the resulting art is 
unique and completely unexpected.

“I thought it would be kind of fun to basically make the 
most expensive porcelain, really fine work that looks like 
it’d be in some museum, or in somebody’s house that’s 
really wealthy, and then bring it down in mundane and 
controversial dated images and things like that.”

Kane’s work creates both thematic and aesthetic tension: 
Between tradition and experimentation, high-art and popular 
culture, sophistication and tackiness, value and kitsch, 
challenging viewers expectations and pushing established 
boundaries. In a similar way, the timelessness of the classic 
forms he favors is offset by the nostalgic, dated feeling of the 
decals, which are reminiscent of designs found on diner mugs 
or Burger King glasses, the stickers on instrument cases and 
tattoos. Hot-rod flames are a particular favorite.

“My work is more about culture and life and aesthetics 
than it is about pottery, or than it is even about classical 
forms, even though I do reference a lot of classical forms in 
ceramics.”

Kane, a professor of ceramics at University of Alaska 
Southeast, will use his Fellowship Award from the Rasmuson 
Foundation to build a studio on his property in Auke Bay.

“At some point in time, you can’t be a successful artist if 
you don’t have a domain you can call your own,” he said. 
“And also I think it’s a great teaching tool.”

Kane said when he was in graduate school he benefited 
from spending time with his professors on their own turf, 
outside of the classroom, and hopes to provide that same 
creative atmosphere for his students. At UAS he spends a lot 
of time showing his students the “greatest hits” of ceramics, 
something he enjoys, but also wants to share with them the 
work he considers to be his art form.

“Most of my students have seen my finished work. They
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know what I do. I can do anything, but this is what I do the 
best, this is where my love is, in this work right here. When I 
teach them how to make things, I have a love of pottery, too, 
but its not what I exhibit or what I think is my artwork.”

Kane said he’s always been interested in creative pursuits 
and remembers making pots as a kid growing up in Ohio.
In high school he became very intersted in music, both as a 
musician and a fan, and traveled around the country to see as 
many live shows as he could. He said he feels that experience 
on American highways and later in his bluegrass bands, Clark 
County in Fairbanks and The Great Alaskan Bluegrass Band 
in Juneau, fueled his interest in the imagery that later found 
voice in his art; many of his designs call to mind ‘70s truck 
stops and honky-tonk barrooms.

“It’s a little cynical about some of that stuff too, the 
chrome and the American flags -- I love that stuff. So its 
partially cynical and it’s also from the heart.”

Kane attended the University of Alaska Fairbanks and 
then received his masters in fine arts from Ohio University 
in 2003. The next year he was Taunt Fellow at the 
internationally recognized Archie Bray Foundation for the 
ceramic arts in Montana.

He has been teaching at UAS since 2004, and was recently 
part of the push to add a bachelor of arts program at the 
university, an effort spearheaded by art professor Jane Terzis 
and former professor Alice Tersteeg. The program, including 
the ceramics department, has been so successful that Kane 
said they are exhausting their resources. Pedar Dalthorp was 
recently hired, bringing the art department back up to three 
members.

“We need more space and we need a couple more faculty 
members in order to keep building the program,” Kane said. 
“It just keeps getting busier and busier and I don’t see it 
really going away.

For him that means that his classes are full of degree
seeking students, a change from the more eclectic, 
community-oriented classes of the past.

“All my classes fill with degree-seeking students,” he 
said. “And that’s the goal of a college, really. I t’s not to put 
other people in the community out, but we’ve built enough 
awareness and people know we’re serious about what we’re 
doing out here, and I think they should be pretty stoked for 
the kids that in a small town are getting a good education.”

New Book by Chordas Published
English faculty Nina Chordas is pleased to announce the 

publication of her new book, Forms in Early Modern Utopia: 
The Ethnography of Perfection. The book explores both 
fictional utopias and real-life utopian experiments in the 
Americas of the 16th and 17th centuries, making connections 
between the forms that make up these utopias (ethnography, 
travel writing, dialogue, sermonic writing) and the beginnings 
of European imperialism. The book is available from Ashgate 
Publishing Group. www.ashgate.com.

Biology and Marine Biology 
Faculty News

Bhutan Students. Students learning genetics in Bhutan's first con
servation genetics lab.

David Tallmon gave a talk and contributed to a workshop 
on the use of DNA in biodiveristy monitoring for Bhutanese, 
Pakistani, Nepali, and Indian biologists May 13-20 in 
Bumthang, Bhutan.

Beth Mathews published a paper with Milo Adkinson 
(UAF Fisheries) entitled, “The role of Steller sea lions in a 
large population decline of harbor seals” in the May issue of 
Marine Mammal Science.

Carolyn Bergstrom gave a talk at the The Society for the 
Study of Evolution Conference in Portland (June 25-29) 
called “Evidence for ecological niche segregation in the face 
of gene flow in a polymorphic flatfish.”

A Prince Edward Island Beach
Also in May, Sherry Tamone gave a talk on crab physiology 

at a conference on Prince Edward Island, Canada. The 
Workshop on Hematodinium related diseases included 
researchers from Alaska, Seattle WA, PEI, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Quebec.
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Hayes: Native Storytelling 
Conference

Ernestine Hayes participated in a panel at the Native 
American Indigenous Studies Association conference in 
Tucson on May 21. The panel, titled “Chasing Truth 
Through Story,” featured lectures “A Character Leads to 
the Story of an Indigenous Game: Baseball” by Choctaw 
tribal member LeAnne Howe of the University of Illinois, 
who is the award-winning author of Shell Shaker and Miko 
Kings, and Tribal Memory -  Story-keepers of the 21st Century 
and Dakota Susan Power of the University of Minnesota, 
award-winning author of The Grass Dancer and Roofwalker. 
Ernestine’s lecture was titled “Old Stories, Modern Lives.” 
The NAISA conference was co-hosted by the American 
Indian Studies of the University of Arizona and held in the 
homelands of the Tohono O ’odham nation.

2010 UAS Online Alaska Business 
Plan Competition

In early May, MBA students from UAS’ Business 
Administration Capstone class competed in the 2010 UAS 
Online Alaska Business Plan Competition. Taking home the 
$1,000 1st Place prize was Team Secure Safe (Laura Achee 
and Luke Fanning from Juneau, Karl Heinz from Haines, and 
Dustin Hofeling from Ketchikan).

Student groups worked with new technologies that have 
been developed at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
and then put together business plans for start-up companies 
that projected $10 million or more per year in revenue by 
year five of operations.

After the student’s presentations, they were grilled by three 
judges representing Alaska’s angel investment community: 
Allan Johnston and Mike Haines from The Entrepreneurs and 
Mentors Network (TEAM) and Al Hermann from University 
of Alaska’s Center for Economic Development.

Taking home the $500 2nd Place prize was Team e-Me 
(Anchorage’s Barbara Dey, Alaina Hill, and Annette 
Morrow).

UAS Online Alaska Business Plan Competition sponsors 
included UAS Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE), TEAM,
UA Center for Economic Development, Alaska Industrial 
Development and Export Authority (AIDEA), Alaska 
InvestNet, Showcasing Solutions, and the Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory.

Please contact Rick Wolk, UAS’ Assistant Professor of 
Marketing & Entrepreneurship or Allan Johnston at TEAM 
if your company would like to sponsor the 2011 Alaska 
Business Plan Competition.

Rick Wolk: rick.wolk@uas.alaska.edu
Allan Johnston: allanjohnston@yahoo.com

Carrie Enge, Winner of the Staff 
Make Students Count Award

Enge with former students (L-R) Wassillie Kassel, Dustin Raymond, 
Enge, Jessica Eller.

Learning Center writing specialist Carrie Enge is the UAS 
winner for the 2010 UA Staff Make Students Count award. 
Established in the spring of 1999 the award recognizes 
university staff who have provided outstanding service 
to students anywhere in the UA system, including rural 
campuses and extended sites.

Space Consortium at UAS
The first annual conference of the Alaska Space Grant 

(ASG) Consortium was held at the Egan Library May 6-7, 
2010. Affiliate members and their students represented UAF, 
Rural Alaska Campuses, UAA, APU, the Anchorage and 
Fairbanks Museums, hosted by UAS ASG Affiliate Director 
Cathy Connor.

Alaska Space Grant is a consortium of public and private 
universities and non-profit organizations that sponsors a 
broad range of programs to enhance teaching, research, and 
educational outreach within aerospace and earth science- 
related disciplines throughout Alaska. The Alaska Space 
Grant Program (ASGP) was established at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks in 1991 under a Phase II Program Grant 
from NASA’s National Space Grant College and Fellowship 
Program.

UAS ENVS and Geography program students Ivy Smith, 
Nick Korzen, Kristi Asplund, David Sauer, Nat Kugler, and 
Melissa Woodgate, former Juneau Icefield Research Program 
student Matthew Nelson, 2010 and INTEL International 
Science Fair-bound, Southeast Regional High School Science 
Fair winners were all recipients of 2009-2010 ASG Funding. 
http://spacegrant.alaska.edu.
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UAS Artists Display Works at 
JAHC Gallery

Northwest Coast Art carving 
instructors and UAS adjuncts Ray 
Watkins and Duane Bosch are 
displaying their work at the Juneau 
Arts and Humanities Council gallery 
for the month of July. The exhibit 
“Contemporary Traditions” features 
more than 40 new pieces as well as 
select pieces from private collections. 
The exhibit opened July 2nd with a 
reception held on July 9th.

Sculptures by Ray Watkins (above) 
and Duane Bosch (left).

Employee Anniversaries

May
Lily Albecker, 5 years; Susan Andrews, 2 years; Lana Clark, 5 
years; Janice Davis, 9 years; Keith Gerken, 10 years; Caroline 
Hassler, 3 years; Shea Mack, 3 years; Bobbi McCoy, 9 years; 
Candy Murdoch, 28 years; Michael Plivelich, 1 year; Gwenna 
Richardson, 10 years; Earnest Schaefer, 2 years; Cheryl 
Stromme, 4 years; Kate Sullivan, 7 years; Alice Taff, 3 years; 
Jolene Troupe, 2 years; Forest Wagner, 4 years; Jennifer 
Ward, 8 years; Patricia Yearty, 4 years.
June
Kristi Allen, 9 years; Sara Caldwell, 8 years; Alison Caputo, 6 
years; Jeri Cary, 14 years; Jan Crichton-Anderson, 32 years; 
Gina Gonzales, 5 years; Julia Guthrie, 17 years; Heather 
Hadley, 5 years; Michael Hekkers, 2 years; Kolene James, 6 
years; Celeste Kanzig, 5 years; Sasha Kurzenberger, 1 year; 
Cathy LeCompte, 10 years; Paula Lemler, 1 year; Christine 
Martin, 4 years; Lori Merritt, 4 years; Michelle Moffit, 2 
years; Neil Nickerson, 1 year; John Pugh, 23 years; Mischelle 
Pennoyer, 3 years; Sanjay Pyre, 5 years; Glenda Rice, 5 years; 
Michael Rogers, 2 years; Peter Sommers, 4 years; Chris 
Washko, 6 years.

I'm Going to College

5th Graders line up in the Egan Library for their I'm Going to 
College Day completion certificates, May 10,2010.

Goldstein Appointed New Director 
of Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center

Dr. Michael Goldstein, a wildlife ecologist, has been 
appointed the first director of the new Alaska Coastal 
Rainforest Center in Juneau. The center was recently 
established to help facilitate coastal temperate rainforest 
research and education and is a consortium of six public 
agencies including UAS.

“Mike’s background as the wildlife and terrestrial ecology 
program leader for the Forest Service’s Alaska Region will 
serve him well as ACRC’s director,” said Assistant Director 
Paul Brewster, Pacific Northwest Research Station. “He 
has a deep understanding of the ecology and management 
of the coastal rainforest and knows how to promote 
greater understanding to enhance the kinds of partnership 
collaborations that create relevant results and applications.”

The new center’s location in Juneau is ideal according 
to Goldstein. “The world’s largest contiguous temperate 
rainforest is centered here in Southeast Alaska and includes 
the Tongass National Forest. The rainforest reaches north 
and west to include Prince William Sound in Southcentral 
Alaska and stretches south along the coasts of British 
Columbia, Washington, Oregon and northern California,” 
said Goldstein.

“Coordinating our work efforts will pay off in direct 
applications for our Southeast Alaska communities,” said 
University of Alaska Southeast Chancellor John Pugh. “The 
collaboration will allow the University’s education and 
research programs to place greater attention on forest and 
wildlife ecology and the social and economic aspects of 
the coastal rainforest region.” The center will engender 
and support public policy dialogue to foster a greater 
understanding of the interactions among rainforest 
ecosystems, communities, and social and economic systems, 
according to Goldstein.
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“We’re really in the start-up stage right now and looking to 
grow the number of center partners,” Goldstein said. “The 
synergy from this collaborative environment will allow us to 
coordinate activities among southeast Alaska’s communities 
and to understand and promote the values of the coastal 
Alaska rainforest ecosystems.”

Goldstein has already initiated meetings with other 
educational and research entities to explore how they 
might participate with the center. As an example, the recent 
24-hour BioBlitz held on nearby Douglas Island was a 
collaborative adventure among scientists, naturalists and 
the public to catalogue the biodiversity of the Fish Creek 
watershed.

Goldstein has a doctorate in wildlife and fisheries ecology 
from Texas A&M University and a master’s of science degree 
in environmental toxicology. He has worked for the Forest 
Service in Juneau since 2004.

The cooperating agencies include the University of Alaska 
Southeast; the University of Alaska, Fairbanks; the U.S.
Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station; the U.S. 
Forest Service Alaska Region; the Alaska Region of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service; and the City and Borough of 
Juneau. A coordinating committee with representation from 
each agency will oversee the center operations. Goldstein will 
serve as the director for a 2-year term as an employee of the 
University of Alaska Southeast.

New Employees
Chris Urata -  assistant professor of Health Science, Career 
Education.
Heather Chafin -  H R  technician, Human Resources.
Terry Lee -  information systems professional, IT Services. 
Lindsey Brown -  administrative assistant, Career Education. 
Ned Chapman -  maintenance service worker, Facilities 
Services

Eagle Totem Raised

Hundreds turned out to raise the new Eagle Pole in the Mourant 
Plaza, April 24,2010. For Juneau Empire article "Eagle totem 

brings balance to UAS Campus"see this link: http://juneauempire. 
com/stories/0425I0/loc_62262l975.shtml

Sitka Faculty Reviews AP Exams
Jody Smothers Marcello was selected to participate in the 

annual Reading and scoring of the College Board’s Advanced 
Placement Examinations this June in Cincinnati, Ohio. This 
year Jody was among 300 K-12 and university educators 
reading 67,000 AP Human Geography exams. The AP 
Human Geography program began ten years ago and has 
been growing at a steadfast pace each year.

Jody, who has been a teacher in Sitka for 23 years and 
an educator for 31 years, has been teaching AP Human 
Geography for the last seven years at Sitka High School.
She is the only teacher of AP Human Geography in Alaska 
and will present on how to teach AP Human Geography 
at the College Board’s Annual Conference next month in 
Washington, DC. Jody is also an instructor of advanced 
multicultural education in the UAS Master of Arts in 
Teaching Program.

UAS Ketchikan Sponsors 8th 
Grade Career Fair

Ketchikan and Craig 8th grade students participated 
in an all-day career fair on Thursday, May 13th at the 
University of Alaska Southeast Ketchikan Technical Center 
and Schoenbar Middle School. The fair provides students 
with a variety of hands-on activities and showcases local 
career opportunities including fire, safety, law enforcement, 
maritime, construction, fisheries, nursing, and military. The 
fair focuses on the education and training needed for specific 
jobs and the potential wage earnings in various levels of jobs 
categories. The career fair is a collaborative effort between 
UAS Ketchikan, Schoenbar Middle School, Craig Middle 
School, the Ketchikan Job Center, Ketchikan Police and Fire 
Departments, Alaska State Troopers, and the United States 
Coast Guard. The career fair is one of several outreach efforts 
by UAS Ketchikan to middle and elementary students.

Midgetts on Round the World Tour
Arlo Midgett left UAS 

on June 1,2010. He 
and his wife, Oksana, are 
on a round-the-world 
backpacking trip. Their 
plan is to take a year off 
and see as much as they can 
see on $100 a day. They 
are vigilantly blogging and 
podcasting their experiences at www.postcardvalet.com as 
well as on their Twitter and Facebook accounts and on Arlo’s 
personal blog at http://blog.arlom idgett.com .

Oksana has strong ties to the university. She worked as a 
student assistant in the ITS department, received her BBA
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from UAS as an international exchange student in 2002, and 
an earned an MBA from the School of Business in 2008.
Arlo arrived at the Juneau campus in 1994 as a Liberal Arts 
student. He has worked in Media Services since 1999, and 
has, on occasion, taught as an adjunct for Arts and Sciences.

He has every intention of finding another job at UAS when 
they return to the States in 2011.

Juneau Icefield Research Program

Ready to set out for Atlin from UAS once 
again: Since 1967, Dr. Alf Pinchak (L) has 
been part of the Juneau Icefield Research 
Program. JIRP Associate Director Gary 
Linder (R) did his first Ice Field research 
excursion in 1975.

Deep Sea Oil Drilling and Alaska

A good turnout on a sunny evening. The Egan library was full 
Thursday evening, July 8 for a panel discussion on potential 

implications for Alaska of the Deepwater Horizon oil disaster in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Panelists were former Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 

Executive Director Jim Ayers, Dr. Jeff short, lead chemist on the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill, author Nick Jans and Mike Levine of Oceana.

KXLL-FM Program Director Andy Kline moderated the event. Na
tional Commission on the Deepwater Horizon Spill appointee Fran 

Ulmer also spoke.

UAS Alumni & Friends Events
If you are interested in attending any of the following 

events, please contact the Alumni Office at 796-6569.
Portland Art Museum 
July 23, Friday, 5:30-8pm

Join Chancellor John Pugh and alumni of UAS for an 
evening of networking and fun in the Portland Art Museum! 
Free for UAS Alumni & Friends, $20 for guests and non
members. Hors d’oeuvres, beer & wine hosted by the UAS 
Office of Development & Alumni Relations.
Mariner's Game 
July 24, Saturday, 7pm

Join the Chancellor and Alumni & Friends in an Exclusive 
Right Field Group Suite! Only a few tickets remain, so if 
you want to join us, call right away! Tickets start at $65 for 
members - for full pricing visit the website: www.uas.alaska. 
edu/alumni
Bill Cosby performance in Anchorage 
September 18, Saturday, 6pm

Special group seating in the Balcony of the Atwood 
Concert Hall to see Bill Cosby, one of America’s most 
beloved comedians! Only $40 for members (must be a 
member to attend - memberships start at only $35).

Shape the Future

The UAS 4th of July parade theme for 2010 was Shape the Future 
with Summer Ceramics students and UAS families.

Spike the whale debuted his 
commencement regalia. July 

4,2010
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