
Soundings 2010-10

Item Type Journal

Publisher University of Alaska Southeast

Download date 23/05/2023 21:37:38

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/5073

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/5073


October 2010 UAS Ketchikan Awarded $1.1 Million
in Grants
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The University of Alaska Southeast 
Ketchikan has been awarded two grants 
from the U.S. Department of Education.

The University of Alaska Southeast 
Ketchikan (UASK) has been awarded 
two grants from the U.S. Department 
of Education, Office of Postsecondary 
Education under the Alaska Native-Serving 
Institutions Program authorized under Title 
III, Part A of the Higher Education Act.

The first grant provides $662,500 over 
five-years for a student-centered project 
aimed at improving completion rates for 
Alaska Native and Rural Alaskan students 
enrolled in developmental and preparatory 
courses. UASK Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics Colleen Ianuzzi is the 
grant’s project director. The project will 
develop, pilot and monitor tutoring and 
technology support services within specific 
developmental university coursework to 
assist students enrolled in UASK classes 
which rely on technology for delivery. The 
goal of the project is to provide Learning 
Center services and technology support to 
students regardless of where they live.

Over the five-year grant, UASK will 
increase its institutional learning center

capacity to effectively and consistently 
provide the support services that students 
have indicated are critical to their academic 
success and persistence when taking general 
education courses. The grant will focus on 
math and English courses initially.

The second grant provides $504,000 over 
two years for UASK to renovate existing 
property at the UASK Technical Center, 
located on Stedman Street. This project will 
allow for increased workforce development 
opportunities among Alaska Native and rural 
Alaskans by improving safety and access 
to Marine Transportation equipment and 
classes. The UASK Marine Transportation 
program currently partners with the Alaska 
Marine Highway System to use AMHS 
vessels, when available, for lifeboat and fast 
boat rescue training courses. The project 
will provide a stable, stationary marine 
davit platform which will allow the Marine 
Transportation program to schedule training 
on a regular basis, provide a controlled 
environment for safer training and expand 
maritime certification training opportunities 
to a broader range of organizations and 
individuals.

11120 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 796-6100 tel 
1-877-465-4827 toll free 
www.uas.alaska.edu

UAS is an AA/EO employer and  
educational institution.

Biology and Marine Biology News
News from Biology and Marine Biology at UAS

UAS Marine Biology student and 
Marine Biology Club president Kristin 
Brown addressed the UA Regents at their 
September meeting in Juneau. The marine 
biology club will meet in October. Contact 
club advisor Sherry Tamone for details.

Carolyn Bergstrom gave a well-received 
seminar entitled "Ecological maintenance

of Biodiversity: Niche segregation and 
phenotypic divergence in Fishes", on 
October 8 th in the UAF School of Fisheries 
Fall Seminar series at Lena Point.

David Tallmon had a grant proposal 
funded by the Sustainable Salmon Fund to 
study climate change impacts on salmon and 
trout run timing in Auke Creek.
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The Great Land Loses Another 
Great One

"Without him it wouldn't have happened," said long 
time friend and constitutional consultant George 
Rogers.

Editor's Note: The following is part of an article published in the 
January, 2008 Edition of Soundings after the passing of Judge Tom

Stewart, one of Alaska's statehood pioneers. Alaska lost another
one of Stewart's well loved and respected peers with the passing 

George Rogers on October 3,2010.

Here in part are George Roger's remembrances of Tom 
Stewart as told to Katie Bausler:

Tom Stewart, better known as Judge Stewart in Juneau, 
was the chief organizer of the Alaska Constitutional 
Convention. "Without him it wouldn't have happened," 
said long time friend and constitutional consultant George 
Rogers.

Tom Stewart received his Honorary Doctorate of Laws, 
University of Alaska Southeast in 1992. George Rogers 
received an Honorary Doctorate of Economics, University of 
Alaska Anchorage in 1986.

Rogers, who later founded the UA Institution of Economic 
Research, worked as an economic consultant on the 
constitution. He joined several surviving delegates at UAS to 
reminisce about the ground breaking document at Creating 
Alaska: Framers of the Alaska Constitution on April 21, 2006 
on the UAS campus.

Rogers and wife Jean were taken in by Stewart's family 
when they arrived as a young couple in Juneau in 1945. An 
economist, Rogers had been hired by the federal government 
to deal with war time inflation. At the time, Stewart was 
serving in World War 2 as a captain in the 10th Mountain 
Division in Italy after serving in the Aleutians. Upon 
Stewart's return from the war, Stewart and Rogers found 
they shared a similar idealism, having lived through the Great 
Depression and World War 2. "We wanted to create a brave 
new world," said Rogers, quoting Miranda in Shakespeare's 
The Tempest.

Stewart's vision was to learn Russian and find a way to 
improve relations between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. "It was not the Americans; it was the Russians that 
beat the Germans, beginning at the Battle of Stalingrad when 
they wiped out the Third German Army. And I decided 
that in my lifetime Russia was going to be the foreign entity 
that we had to deal with," said Stewart in a public television 
interview in May, 2007.

He earned a Masters Degree in Russian studies at the 
Peterborough School of Advanced International Studies 
in New Hampshire and then spent the summer of 1947 
in neighboring Vermont in a Russian language program at 
Middlebury College.

But political paranoia of the time shifted Stewart's dream. 
"I wanted to work with the Russians," he recalled. "But 
because of McCarthyism I couldn't get a job even though I 
had a pretty complete educational background."

George and Jean Rogers were there when Stewart had 
renowned Soviet dissident Alexander Solzhenitsyn over for 
tea in the Juneau home Stewart's father built in the early 
1900's. "Solzhenitsyn said until the Russians come back to 
Mother Russia, it [cooperation between the two countries] 
wouldn't work." Rogers remembers. Stewart realized his 
dream was impossible. "He said we can achieve a brave new 
world here," recalls Rogers. "His mission was to see Alaska 
become a state and the route was the constitution. He got 
the idea to draft up a constitution and acquire congressional 
representation. Then we could show other states we were 
ready to become a state."

UA Scholars Reception

Twenty six students attended from Palmer, 
Anchorage, Fairbanks and throughout Southeast 
Alaska.

Dean of Students Jessie Grant held a dinner with 
UAS administrators for new UA Scholars September 26. 
Chancellor John Pugh, Provost Rick Caulfield and Vice 
Chancellor for Administrative Services Carol Griffin met 
the 26 students who attended from Palmer, Anchorage, 
Fairbanks and throughout Southeast Alaska. UA Scholars 
were encouraged to reach their academic goals during their 
time at UAS.

Board of Regents at UAS Juneau 
Campus

Regents meeting on Sept. 23-24, 2010
The University of Alaska Southeast enjoyed hosting the 

UA Board of Regents at its Sept. 23-24 meeting on the UAS 
Juneau campus. A presentation led by UAS Chancellor John 
Pugh focused on elementary education, health sciences, 
mining training and environmental science. The board also 
lunched with the advisory council for the Juneau campus 
and attended an evening community reception in the Glacier 
View Room. UAS looks forward to hosting the BOR again.
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My Weight Loss Journey

I owe my success to CCTHITA and to my UAS Power Pump instructor Fran Polumsky for
bringing fitness back into my life.

Editor's Note: UAS Student Laura Jim lost more than 80 pounds 
over the past year due to her commitment to a healthy lifestyle in
cluding regular attendance at the Power Pump P.E. course taught 
by Adjunct Faculty Fran Polumsky. Here is an excerpt from Laura's 
story submitted to the newsletter of her employer, Central Council 

Tlingit Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (CCTHITA).

One year ago I lived a sedentary life partnered with fast 
food addiction, poor food choices, and plenty of over-eating. 
My heaviest ever recorded weight was 239 lbs., which at 5’4” 
was out of control. I was embarrassed in my own skin, I hated 
the way I looked and I felt a constant shame about myself. I 
had tried all sorts of diets like low-carb and low-calorie and 
wasted plenty of money on an assortment of different diet 
pills that were all “guaranteed” to help me lose weight, but 
none of them worked. I also tried going to the gym, but I 
never really knew where to start and after a few weeks I ’d 
give up and go back to my unhealthy lifestyle. I felt sick and 
I realized that if I didn’t change my ways or start setting a 
good example for my sons that they too would follow in my 
footsteps and grow to lead unhappy, unhealthy lives. So last 
September 2009 I came up with a plan that would hopefully 
change my life.

I already knew that I would be taking two college courses 
that semester at the University of Alaska Southeast and 
because I was in need of elective credits for my degree, I 
vowed that Physical Education would be one of the classes I 
would take. Taking P.E. as a college course would mean that 
I would HAVE TO stick to it, I couldn’t quit or I would fail

P.E. which could affect obtaining my degree. I knew that 
the only real way to fail P.E. is to not attend, so I figured all 
I had to do was make sure I went to every gym class and I 
would pass. Also, because of my poor fitness level I figured a 
strength training class would be my best choice; I could build 
muscle to support my heavy weight. I chose Power Pump, a 
full-body strength-building course. I t’s a one hour class held 
two days a week. Since I was pretty much 100% sedentary 
already, I figured that even just 2 hours a week of physical 
activity was by far better than what I was doing before, right?
I had nothing to lose but weight and so I enrolled.

My first day in class I was so ashamed and embarrassed of 
myself but I knew I was in the right place and by just being 
there I was doing something good for myself. As each week 
passed, I faithfully attended Power Pump and I began to feel 
stronger. I even started to see the muscle building all around 
my body.

After about a month and a half into Power Pump I decided 
to participate in a "Biggest Loser" contest sponsored by my 
employer, CCTHITA.

Strength training, cardio and healthy eating boosted my 
fitness level and weight loss. With each weekly Biggest Loser 
weigh-in my weight continued to drop. By the final weigh-in 
on January 15, 2010, I had lost 45.7 lbs., 20.26% of my body 
weight and was announced as the "Biggest Loser"! During 
the next five months after the competition I kept up with my 
workouts and focused on building more strength and muscle. 
I lost another 7 lbs. and dropped 2 clothing sizes.

In June 2010 CCTHITA announced yet another Biggest
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Loser contest. Again, I participated. September 16, 2010, I 
was announced as the “Biggest Loser” for a consecutive win.

To date I have lost 81 lbs., dropped 6 sizes and went from 
a body fat percentage of 39% to 16.5%. I believe that the 
ideal, healthy way to lose weight is by being physically active 
and making healthy food choices. Today I continue living 
healthy, I utilize CCTHITA’s Wellness Flex Plan Lunch 
option to participate in physical activities, I strength train, run 
and I enjoy doing fun physical activities with my family.

I owe my success to CCTHITA , to my UAS Power Pump 
instructor Fran Polumsky for bringing fitness back into 
my life and teaching me so much about my body, to my 
husband and family for all of their love and support, and to 
myself for sticking to it. Winning the Biggest Loser has been 
such an amazing accomplishment and it feels wonderful to 
be recognized for my hard work and dedication but more 
importantly, I feel that by changing my lifestyle and becoming 
healthier, I have won the best prize of all; I have won back 
my life!

Adjunct Orientation 2010

Provost Rick Caulfield hosted the first ever UAS 
Adjunct Orientation on August 31.

The effort was a success: 35 adjuncts attended in person 
or via distance to hear from the Provost, Deans, faculty, 
and administration about services available to instructors, 
University information, and "how-to" guidelines. Also 
included in orientation was a hands-on instructional 
technology session as led by Academic Computing Manager, 
Barney Norwick. Another popular presentation from 
Associate Professor of Library Science, Elise Tomlinson, 
revealed the many ways the Egan Library can assist instructors 
and students with courses and research.

While orientations have been held in the past, this year's 
orientation included a revamped Adjunct Handbook and was 
distributed to all adjuncts. The handbook is also available 
online under the Provost’s website under the "Faculty" 
tab (see link to Adjunct Faculty Handbook at uas.alaska. 
edu/sandbox/Support/provost/faculty/). The event, 
organized by Adjunct Union President Fran Polumsky and 
Administrative Manager Margaret Rea, will be repeated in 
future semesters and open to all adjuncts in every School. 
"Promoting adjunct recognition and inclusion is a vital 
part of the education system at UAS and is imperative for 
student success," said Fran Polumsky. "There was a positive, 
friendly atmosphere at the event. All who attended had an 
opportunity to evaluate the event, and the results indicate 
that Adjunct Orientation made a difference in the success for 
this academic year for adjuncts."

Updates on new Vice Provost, 
Strategic Planning and Emeritus 
Process
The latest message from the Provost Richard Caulfield
Welcome Vice Provost Carol Hedlin

With support from Chancellor Pugh, I've appointed Carol 
Hedlin, longtime UAS faculty member and Director of 
Regional Library Services, as Vice Provost. This follows a 
failed internal and external nationwide search. Vice Provost 
Hedlin begins work on October 18. Her new office will be in 
Hendrickson Annex. Elise Tomlinson will step into the role of 
Interim Director of Regional Library Services.
Input Invited for UAS Strategic and Assessment 
Planning

A draft UAS mission statement plus draft core themes 
and values are now available for review and comment by all 
members of the UAS community. See www.uas.alaska.edu/ 
provost/sap10_17.html for a copy of these drafts. On this 
same webpage you'll find a means of offering direct feedback 
to the UAS Strategic and Assessment Planning Team. Please 
discuss these drafts with colleagues and coworkers and offer 
your ideas and feedback. The third of four Planning Team 
meetings will take place on Friday, November 5.
Review of Emeritus Recognition Process

In concert with Faculty Senate, we’re reviewing the 
process and timeline for submitting nominations for emeritus 
recognition at UAS. Board of Regents policy specify who is 
eligible for such consideration and how such nominations are 
reviewed and approved. We hope to finalize this information 
by early November so that any nominations for the coming 
year can be considered in a timely way.
Safety Minute

With recent high winds and stormy weather, it’s important 
to be mindful of how to handle power outages. Back up your 
computer regularly, have a flashlight handy, and turn off 
switches when the power goes out. Juneau’s AEL&P provides 
information about protecting equipment from power outages 
at www.aelp.com/publications/SGpwrprotect.pdf

Listening Project Update

Volunteers to assist in recording and storytellers 
alike are needed!

The next recordings for the UAS Listening Project, in 
which Juneau campus staff, faculty and students record the 
stories of UAS staff, faculty and students will take place on 
campus October 18-22 and November 15-19. Volunteers to 
assist in recording and storytellers alike are needed!
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Stories collected are being added to the online archive 
weekly at www.uaslisteningproject.wordpress.com and are 
also available in the Egan Library.

More information can be found at www.uas.alaska.edu/ 
library/one-campus-one-book

Airport Encounters

Student recognized Governor in airport and shared 
her excitement for UAS

Sitka Campus Welcomes New Art 
Faculty

The UAS Sitka Campus is welcoming new art faculty 
Liz Zacher.

Liz is teaching Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced 
Ceramics (ART 201, 301, and 401) and the Beginning, 
Intermediate and Advanced Artist Studio classes (ART 230, 
330, and 430).

Liz Zacher was born in 1978 in Bennington, VT and 
studied Psychology and Fine Arts at The University of 
Hartford in West Hartford, CT, where in 2001 she received 
her BFA in Ceramics from The Hartford Art School. She 
then worked as an Instructor at The Canton Clay Works 
in Canton, CT from 2002 to 2003. From 2003 to 2005,
Liz was a Resident Artist at The Archie Bray Foundation 
for the Ceramic Arts in Helena, MT. During this time she 
was also invited to present a solo exhibition “Pandemic” at 
The Clay Studio of Missoula. Liz completed her Graduate 
studies at Ohio University in Athens, OH in 2008. She has 
most recently been included in exhibitions at The Arizona 
State Museum: Ceramic Research Center in Tempe AZ, The 
Alaska State Museum in Juneau, AK, and The Tuska Center 
for Contemporary Art in Lexington, KY. Her work is part 
of several permanent collections including The Sandy and 
Diane Besser Collection in Santa Fe, NM, The Archie Bray 
Foundation Permanent Collection, in Helena, MT, and The 
Arizona State University Museum Collection, in Tempe, AZ. 
She and her husband and son lived in Bend, Oregon before 
moving to Sitka.

Egan Library Faculty Presents 
Paper in Sweden
The paper was co-submitted with Thomas Duke,
Associate Professor of Education

Jennifer Ward, Associate Professor of Library Science, 
presented a paper titled Information Literacy in Alaska's 
Remote Indigenous Communities: Teachers' Rural Voices 
at the IFLA Satellite Conference on Information Literacy 
in Gothenburg, Sweden August 9, 2010. IFLA -  The 
International Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions is a global body representing libraries and the 
information profession and holds annual conferences around 
the world. The paper was co-submitted with Thomas Duke, 
Associate Professor of Education, who could not be in 
attendance to present.

Israa with Gov. Parnell

New UAS Student Israa Kako with Governor Sean Parnell. 
She recognized him in the Anchorage airport. She pulled him 
aside and told him how excited she was about attending UAS. 
Israa came to UAS from Memphis, TN.

Rainbird Trail Head

Rainbird Dedication

UAS Chancellor John Pugh dedicates the Rainbird Trail in Ketchi
kan, Sept. 25,2010

UAS-Ketchikan celebrated the first successful capital 
campaign by a community campus on Saturday, Sept. 25th 
with the Rainbird Trailhead Ribbon Cutting. The UAS 
Rainbird Trailhead Improvement Project renovated the 
original overgrown section of a trail starting from the UAS 
parking lot behind the campus library, connecting to the
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recently constructed Third Avenue Bypass. The improved 
trailhead will provide enhanced access for educational and 
recreational opportunities for the campus and community. 
The Rainbird Trail Campaign raised more than $125,000 in 
private gifts and public grants in support of the project.

New Book by Ohler, "Digital 
Community, Digital Citizen"

Topics addressed 
include character 
education for 
digital kids, how 
school boards 
need to respond 
to everything 
from sexting to 
cyberbullying...

"in this articulate, well-researched and accessible book, Jason 
translates the passion, humor and insight he is well known for as 
a speaker to the printed page. If you want to know what digital 

citizenship is, where it's headed and what to do about it, this is the 
book to read." -infosavvy

Digital humanist and Professor Emeritus of Educational 
Technology Dr. Jason Ohler is out with a new book. Digital 
Community, Digital Citizen (Corwin Press) looks at the rise 
of digital communities, the evolution of citizenship (local, 
global and digital), the complications (and opportunities) 
arising from kids communicating in cyberspace and how 
education can help prepare students for a world that will need 
them to use technology effectively, creatively and wisely.

Topics addressed include character education for digital 
kids, how school boards need to respond to everything from 
sexting to cyberbullying, how to help teachers and students 
"see" the technology that has become invisible to them and 
make wise choices about its use.

Digital Community, Digital Citizen is available on 
Amazon at: http://tinyurl.com /25b4h4j. Ohler maintains 
a wiki about digital citizenship topics at h ttp ://tinyurl. 
com/2767vfq.

Alumni and Development News

Upcoming UAS Alumni & Friends Events!

October 20 - Elections 101 featuring Gail Fenumiai, 
Alaska Director of Division of Elections

Wednesday, October 20, 6-7 PM, Glacier View Room 
in the Egan Classroom Wing. FREE for Members of UAS 
Alumni & Friends and the UAS Student Alumni Association 
(SAA), $10 for non-members. Pizza will be served. Learn 
about the Election Process, Voting, Candidates, Parties, Polls, 
Primaries, Special Elections, Ballot Counting, Petitions and 
Issues, Electoral College, Districts and Precincts, and more.
October 29 -  10th Annual Alumni & Friends Beer & 
Wine Tasting

UAS Alumni & Friends invites you to attend the 10th 
annual Beer & Wine Tasting at the Prospector Hotel in 
Juneau. Featuring the libations of the following corporate 
sponsors: Alaskan Brewing Company, K&L Distributors, 
Odom Company, and Specialty Imports. Hors D ’Oeuvres 
hosted by UAS Alumni & Friends. TICKETS: $25 for 
members of UASAA, $30 General Admission. Must be 21 
or over -  ID required. Call 796-6569 or email alumni@uas. 
alaska.edu to purchase!
November 13 - Wildlife Photography 101 featuring 
John Hyde

Saturday, November 13, 6-7 PM, Egan Lecture Hall.
FREE for Members of UAS Alumni & Friends and SAA, $10 
for non-members. John will present a portfolio of images 
and discuss the two main objectives he seeks while at work 
photographing the natural wonders of Southeast Alaska: 
portraying a Sense of Place and capturing Decisive Moments 
in the lives of his subjects. The discussion will be more goal- 
oriented than technical, making it possible for all participants 
to benefit and become involved, regardless of the equipment 
they own or their level of experience. The portfolio will 
include a wide range of images including some from his just- 
published book, Romeo: the Story of an Alaskan Wolf. Signed 
copies will be available following the presentation. Call 796
6569 or email alumni@uas.alaska.edu to reserve your spot!
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350 Student

Climate Action Work Party on 10-10-10.

UAS Student Chris 
Gucker got good 
and muddy helping 
with the Douglas 
Community Garden 
at the Climate Action 
Work Party, 10-10
10.

See the full story at: 
www.350.org/en/ 
douglas-community- 
garden-climate- 
action-work-party

ConocoPhillips/BP Fund Award to 
Tidal Echoes

The next issue of Tidal Echoes will have its official 
launch on April 2, 2011

Assistant Professor of English, Emily Wall, received a 
$5,000 award from the ConocoPhillips/BP Fund at the 
University of Alaska Foundation to support the publication 
of Tidal Echoes, the annual UAS literary and arts journal. 
Primary support for the journal comes from the Chancellor’s 
Fund. O f the UA Foundation award Wall writes, “This extra 
money will allow us to do some extra things with the journal 
for the next few years.” Tidal Echoes accepts work from full
time residents of Southeast Alaska, reserving a portion of each 
issue for contributions from UAS students. The next issue of 
Tidal Echoes will have its official launch on April 2, 2011.
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