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UAS Sitka campus complete
A $2.1 million Title III  project to design 

and construct two high tech, multi purpose 
classrooms, a lab-based science prep and 
storage space inside the WW II-era hangar 
space that houses the UAS Sitka Campus has 
been completed. The new facilities are now 
in use, online, and integrated into Alaska’s 
rural distance learning and telemedicine 
environment. The Certified Nurses Assistant 
program is using the new Health Sciences 
classrooms and facilities. The Computer 
Laboratory is completed and in use and the

State of the art facilities are part of the 
UAS Sitka campus remodel.

Top: Science Lab Prep,
Right: Telepresence Classroom

faculty are moving into their new offices. 
The Telepresence room and Health Sciences 
classrooms are part o f that renovation as 
well as the faculty offices.

This project converts a technologically 
outdated, 10-year old computer facility into 
offices and modules designed to support 
distance learning and telemedicine training. 
Faculty offices and collaborative learning 
areas immediately adjacent to the new 
Health Sciences laboratory and classroom 
complex facilitates integration with the 
advanced telecommunications network 
being deployed throughout rural Alaska. In 
addition, it allows for effective and efficient 
use o f the new facilities by students, both 
local and distance.

11120 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 796-6100 tel 
1-877-465-4827 toll free 
www.uas.alaska.edu

UAS is an AA/EO employer and 
educational institution.

Eleventh Annual Evening at Egan Series is a Success
UAS is gearing up for a shorter spring arts series: Sound and Motion

The annual Fall lecture and presentation 
season at the University o f Alaska Southeast 
was a success. The Evening at Egan free 
Friday night series ran Sept. 10-Nov. 12, 
2010. Most events this season attracted near 
standing room only crowds o f community 
members, students, staff and faculty to 
venues in the Egan Lecture Hall or Library. 
The series kicked off with writer Terry 
Tempest Williams as part o f the Bartlett

Lecture Series. Other speakers included 
Outdoor Studies students and staff on 
their expedition to Denali, Haines author 
and columnist Heather Lende and Ohio 
Wesleyan University Professor Emeritus and 
Artist Marty Kalb with his Holcaust series. 
All Evening at Egan lectures were broadcast 
live on UATV and online. UAS is gearing 
up for a shorter spring arts series: Sound and 
Motion.
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Why UAS? Faculty Focus Campaign
The UAS Public Relations and Marketing Office has 
launched a Why UAS? Faculty Focus campaign.

Key elements include a 30-second in-house produced 
television commercial and Website featuring video faculty 
testimonials on why they choose to teach and work at UAS. 
The commercial is currently running statewide on public 
and commercial television. Supporting campaign video 
content was filmed on-location along nearby shoreline and 
the Mendenhall glacier and on-campus in the ceramics studio 
and at the Noyes Pavilion. The commercial and Web-directed 
content is available for viewing online at www.uas.alaska.edu/ 
why-faculty

UA Scholar Fly In
UAS hosted the 3rd annual UA Scholar Fly-in

UAS hosted the 3rd annual UA Scholar Fly-in November 
9-11 in conjunction with the UA Scholars Reception held 
Nov. 10. Nine students flew in from Haines, Sitka, Wrangell, 
Petersburg, Kake, Thorne Bay and Kasigluk. They were 
housed in the Schaible House and had a full day of activities 
on campus. At the UA Scholar Reception Chancellor John 
Pugh and UA President Patrick Gamble congratulated each 
student. Twenty-seven Juneau UA Scholars also attended the 
UA Scholar Reception, the largest number to date of new UA 
Scholars to participate in the event thus far. The number of 
new UA Scholars at UAS increases each year.

Anderson Building Remodel- 
Juneau Campus
The Anderson Building remodel is nearing 
completion with move-in scheduled for next month.

Classes will again be held in the building starting in 
January for the Spring 2011 Semester. This project totally 
remodels the Juneau campus principal science building to 
accommodate the needs of the UAS Science program. The 
project is divided into two separate construction contracts.

The first is the building remodel including classrooms, 
teaching labs, faculty offices, and research spaces. The second 
contract will be for the construction of a pedestrian crossing 
of Glacier Highway. These two elements are being designed, 
bid and constructed as separate contracts due to the different 
nature and schedules for the work.

In the remodel work major building components have 
been upgraded or replaced including heating and ventilating 
equipment and controls, the roof membrane and insulation, 
new toilet rooms, interior finishes, elevator replacement, 
classroom and laboratory casework and the emergency 
generator. Interior space is reconfigured to improve 
effectiveness of the teaching and research areas. The work 
has required the building to be vacated during renovation. 
Interim space for offices and labs is being accommodated 
elsewhere on campus, at the UAF Fisheries facility at Lena 
Point and at the old NOAA lab adjacent to the Anderson 
Building.

The pedestrian access work will include a pedestrian bridge 
connecting to the third floor of the Anderson Building and 
a paved and lighted pathway to the main campus. UAS is 
awaiting detailed design data on the Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities proposed re-alignment 
of Glacier Highway. D O T& PF and UAS are re-examining 
the impacts of the future road and right-of way re-alignment. 
Construction is intended for 2011.

The total project cost is estimated at $10,700 ,000 .

New Manager of Institutional 
Effectiveness Named
Congratulations Diane Meador

Diane Meador is transitioning from her job as Registrar’s 
Office Manager to the new position of Institutional 
Effectiveness Effectiveness Manager in the Office of the 
Provost. Her past decade working at UAS includes practical 
experience with Banner, descriptive statistics, and gathering 
and reporting data. Her B.S. in Computer Science and 
Ph.D. in linguistics provide a solid academic background in 
technology and communication.

Meador’s new responsibilities will include working closely 
with academic administrators and faculty towards pro
active decision making and ensuring the effective collection, 
interpretation, analysis and dissemination of accurate and 
timely information.

"Vice Provost Carol Hedlin and I are very pleased that 
Diane Meador has accepted the position of UAS Manager 
of Institutional Effectiveness," said Provost Rick Caulfied.
"It is essential that UAS has an effective means in place 
for gathering and analyzing data about our students, 
programs, and services. These data are important for ongoing 
assessment of student learning, accreditation, program review, 
and making strategic decisions in fulfilling our mission.
Diane has the skills and the knowledge from her many years
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of working with our three campuses to support faculty and 
university leadership in this role."

A priority of the Provost’s Office for the new position is to 
identify data needs expressed by faculty, deans, and university 
leadership. Diane begins her position as Institutional 
Effectiveness Manager on December 6.

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Sanjay Pyare
UAS Assistant Professor o f  

GIS and Landscape Ecology 
Sanjay Pyare was recently 
featured in the Alaska EPSCoR 
(Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive 
Research) Fall 2010 Newsletter.
Here is an excerpt from  the 
article “Our Man in Juneau” .

Sanjay Pyare's attraction 
to Southeast Alaska has its 
roots in upstate New York. As 
an undergrad at New York's 
Hartwick College, Pyare 
conducted outdoor research 
on blackcapped chickadees. It was the first exposure that 
Pyare —  who grew up outside New York City —  had to field 
research, and he was hooked. "It was very different from 
a lab," said Pyare, now the University of Alaska Southeast 
representative on Alaska EPSCoR's management team. "I was 
awed that someone could actually do that for a living."

Pyare's inclination to outdoor field work led him west, and 
he received his Ph.D in Conservation Biology and Ecology 
from the University of Nevada in Reno in 2000. In 2005, 
a job offer from UAS finally brought him north to stay, 
and today he holds the position of Assistant Professor of 
Environmental Science and Geography at the Juneau campus. 
Pyare's research remains intimately tied to the landscape: 
his chief focus at UAS is the use of geographic information 
system (GIS) technology, which merges cartography and 
databases to allow for detailed analysis of phenomena spread 
over a geographic area.

Pyare’s position on EPSCoR’s management team allows 
him to serve as an advocate for UAS and for undergraduate 
research, which is a priority at UAS’s undergraduate oriented 
campus. “I think my role is really to hit the undergraduate 
research heavy," he said. “By necessity, I almost have to."

One-page Budget Handouts
Courtesy o f  the budget office

Vice Chancellor Griffin and the Budget Office have created 
a series of one-page budget handouts.

They can be found at: uas.alaska.edu/vicechancellor/ 
budget/budget_info.html

From the Provost's Office
Six year course sequence updates from deans to be 
sent to registrar, December 1, 2010

Deans and campus directors are currently reviewing Six 
Year Course Sequence data provided by faculty for Summer 
2011, Fall 2011 , &  Spring 2012. They will be providing this 
updated information to the Registrar by December 1.

Spring Convocation date on Juneau campus changed 
to January 21, 2011

In consultation with Faculty Senate President Sherry 
Tamone we’ve decided to move Spring Convocation on the 
Juneau Campus to a new day: Friday, January 21, 2011.
The reason is that there are only five working days between 
the New Year holiday and the start of Spring semester on 
Monday, January 10.

In light of this, Convocation will take place on Friday, 
January 21 , from noon to 5pm (lunch provided). The special 
focus of this Convocation is in beginning a faculty-led process 
of updating Program Assessment Plans/Student Learning 
Outcomes for all UAS academic programs. These are required 
for NW CCU accreditation. The goal is to have these updated 
no later than April 1, 2011. Details to follow...

UAS strategic and assessment planning to be 
completed by January 2011

We’re on track in developing our new UAS Strategic and 
Assessment Plan, to be completed by the end of January 
2011. The final planning session is scheduled for Friday, 
December 3 in Juneau. The planning team will be reviewing 
final drafts of updated UAS vision, mission, values, core 
themes, related metrics. For updates go to http://www.uas. 
alaska.edu/provost/sap10_17.html

Focus on student success
A survey is going out to staff to continue capturing ideas 

and action steps about best practices in promoting student 
success. Vice Provost Carol Hedlin and Deans Joe Nelson 
and Jessie Grant are planning a student success working 
group meeting yet this semester.

Free Ice Grippers
Get a grip, don't slip

Free ice grippers for improved walking on ice are available 
from UAS Health and Safety Coordinator Dan Garcia. You 
can email him at daniel.garcia@uas.alaska.edu, 796-6077.

Dr. Sanjay Pyare

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings
http://www.uas
mailto:daniel.garcia@uas.alaska.edu


www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings

UAS Sitka Campus Constructs 
Buildings Used in Fire Tests
The test consisted of two identical buildings that 
would be set on fire and monitored.

On October 29 , 2010 a test was conducted by the 
University of Alaska, Southeast, Sitka Campus Construction 
Program, in conjunction with the City of Sitka Building 
Department and the Sitka Fire Department to evaluate the 
effectiveness of residential sprinklers.

The test consisted of two identical buildings that would 
be set on fire and monitored. The buildings were built at the 
UAS Sitka Campus hanger by students in the Construction 
Technology class. The buildings were 8 ’x 8 ’x 8 ’, wood 
framed, sheet rocked and painted. They were then carpeted, 
curtains were installed, and the rooms furnished with a single 
bed, desk, computer, books and clothes. Both buildings were 
equipped with a battery powered smoke alarm. The only 
difference between the two buildings was that one of the 
buildings had a single sprinkler head installed in the ceiling. 
The buildings had Plexiglas installed across the front of them, 
extending half way down so that the fire could be monitored 
and the heat and smoke contained. A 4 ” hole was drilled 
through the back wall to light a wastebasket on fire. A timer 
was started as soon as the wastebasket was lit on fire.

No Sprinkler
The building with no sprinkler was the first to be tested. 
Non-Sprinkler building after:
13.5 seconds, the smoke alarm activated.
48 seconds, the Plexiglas melted.
1 min, 32 seconds, flashover occurred.
3 min, 20 seconds, the room was completely engulfed in a

raging, rolling fire with toxic black smoke pouring out of the 
room. The Fire Department used a hose to put out the fire.

The room with no sprinkler was in surprisingly good shape 
after the fire. There was minimal damage to the actual room. 
The sheetrock and paint sustained minimal structural damage; 
however they sustained extensive smoke damage. The 
contents of the room were completely destroyed by the fire.

Most of the furnishings in a typical room are made out of 
petroleum based materials and are highly flammable: Fabrics, 
bedding, computer monitors and carpets all burn very hot 
and emit huge amounts of toxic smoke. The Fire Chief said 
that modern houses burn much hotter and faster than houses 
of a generation ago.

The Fire Chief also said that after a minute or so, no one in 
the room would have survived the fire.

Building with Sprinklers
The building with the sprinkler head installed in the ceiling 
was tested next.
Sprinkler building after:
5.5 seconds, the smoke alarm activated.
20 seconds, the sprinkler activated.
50 seconds, the fire was extinguished by the sprinkler.

Damage to the sprinkled room was minimal. There was a 
little smoke damage and a little fire damage to some of the 
furnishings. The Fire Chief said that virtually anyone would 
have lived through that fire.

This test was successful in evaluating the effectiveness of 
installing sprinkler systems in houses and buildings. The cost 
to install a sprinkler system in a new house is approximately 
1% of the cost of the building. Retrofitting an existing 
building would, of course, cost substantially more, but would 
be a worthwhile investment.
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Regents Approve Two Percent Staff 
Salary Increase
Proposal also includes a 50-cent-per-hour increase 
for student employees.

The University of Alaska Board of Regents, at its November 
9 meeting in Anchorage, approved a 2 percent salary increase 
for non-union staff employees. If  approved by the governor 
and the legislature, the increase will be effective July 1, 2011. 
An additional 1 percent increase will funded internally and 
will be effective in January 2012. The proposal also includes a 
50-cent-per-hour increase for student employees.

The university budget did not include salary adjustments 
for union employees since those contracts are still being 
negotiated. When union agreements are reached, the funding 
will have to be approved by the legislature.

SIFE Launches New Website
As part of Global Entrepreneurship Week, Students in 

Free Enterprise at UAS (SIFE) launched a new website 
on November 19th, National Entrepreneurs Day. While 
currently a work in progress, the purpose of this site is to 
help University of Alaska students who are interested in 
entrepreneurship find the resources that they will need to 
acquire the knowledge, skills, and networks needed to create 
vibrant enterprises that will improve Alaska for all o f us.

SIFE ’s goal is to inspire people everywhere in Alaska to 
embrace innovation, imagination, and creativity as we help to 
train the next generation of entrepreneurial leaders.

Visit the Website at: www.Alaskapreneur.org

Campus Thanksgiving Dinner 
Contributions Sought
We are in need of side dishes and desserts.

For those of you who would like to donate the Housing 
Thanksgiving Dinner, we would surely appreciate it. We are 
in need of side dishes and desserts. These can be picked up 
on Thursday (November 25) or you can deliver them to the 
Lodge yourself by 2 :00 PM. We have turkeys, ham, potatoes 
donated by NANA. Anything you can contribute would make 
the event a huge success. If  you have any questions, please 
feel free to let me know.

Thanks for time and contributions...
Jessie L. Grant, Ph.D., Dean of Students

Record Number of Students 
Volunteer for Day of Caring
More than twenty-eight students donated their time 
to participate in the United Way Day of Caring Oct. 5.

The UAS Day of Caring was held especially on a Saturday 
so that UAS students could participate and give back to their 
community. Students volunteered at many organizations 
around Juneau, including Puddle Jumpers Daycare, Southeast 
Alaska Food Bank, The Salvation Army, The Glory Hole 
and SAGA. "I think it turned out fabulous" Keni Campbell, 
UAS Alumni Relations Manager, said of the event. Campbell 
was also impressed with the number of students who chose 
to volunteer. "This was the largest number of Day of 
Caring volunteers that I have had since my time here at the 
University, for the past five years," Campbell said.

UAS Sitka Campus Hosts Open 
House for MEHS
The Sitka Campus held an Open House on October 
17 and more than 35 Mt. Edgecumbe High School 
students attended.

This event introduced the students to the campus with a 
tour of the facilities and information about the programs that 
are available to high school students. Lori Hart, Associate 
Professor was on hand to introduce the Certified Nurse 
Aide Program. Pat Hughes and Greg Reynolds, Assistant 
Professors of Construction Technology spoke about the 
Construction Program and Al Puckett, Assistant Professor 
of Welding inspired future welders. Advising staff gave out 
information about dual enrollment courses.

Dave Clarke-Welding Assistant
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Dr. Jill Dumesnil Graduates from 
the 2010 HERS Denver Institute

HERS Institute for Women in 
Higher Education annually 
offers women faculty 
and administrators the 
opportunity to participate 
in an intensive program that 
prepares them to be leaders 
in higher education.

Dr. Jill Dumesnil, Associate 
Professor of Mathematics

Dr. Jill Dumesnil, Associate Professor of Mathematics, 
University of Alaska Southeast, recently graduated from the 
HERS Denver Institute, held Aug. 1-7, Sept. 9-11 and Oct. 
21-23 at the University of Denver, Denver, Colorado.

Since 2007, the HERS Institute for Women in Higher 
Education at the University of Denver has annually offered 
women faculty and administrators the opportunity to 
participate in an intensive program that prepares them to be 
leaders in higher education.

The 55 participants selected for this year’s Institute 
represented 46 institutions across the U.S. Responding 
to the current environment for higher education globally, 
the Institute had a special focus this year on “Women’s 
Leadership in Times of Crisis: Leveraging Our Responses 
for Institutional Renewal.” Topics studied included 
“Understanding Our New Economic Environment,” 
“Planning Our Strategies beyond Recovery,” “Empowering 
and Sustaining Leadership,” and more.

Dr. Dumesnil has been at University of Alaska Southeast 
since 2005. She previously spent 12 years as a mathematics 
faculty member at Stephen F. Austin State University 
in Nacogdoches, TX  after completing her Ph.D. in 
mathematics at Louisiana State University in 1993. Her 
recent achievements include chairing the University of Alaska 
Faculty Alliance and the UAS Faculty Senate in 2008-09 , 
chairing the UAS Provost Search Committee in 2009-10 , 
serving on the UAS Strategic and Accreditation Planning 
Committee in 2010-11 , and being selected to participate in 
the UAS Leadership Seminar in 2010-11.

Her participation in the HERS Denver Institute was 
sponsored by the UAS Office of the Chancellor and the 
UAS Office of the Provost. She was the first woman from 
University of Alaska Southeast to have been sponsored 
to participate in HERS Institutes at Bryn Mawr College, 
Wellesley College or the University of Denver.

For more information about HERS, visit www.hersnet.org.

Wood, Wire and Fire
Dave Walker has earned 
several WOW awards in 
recent years

UAS carpenter Dave Walker 
was the recipient of the Gen 
I Creative Excellence Award 
for his creation "Wood,
Wire and Fire" at the 22nd 
Annual International World of 
Wearable Arts competition in 
Wellington, New Zealand on 
September 24, 2010.

Read more about Dave 
Walker and WOW by visiting 
Dave's InFocus article at uas. 
alaska.edu/infocus.

October and November 
Anniversaries
October Anniversaries
Timothy Anderson, 8 years; Heather Bennett, 4 years; David 
Behrends, 6 years; Arnel Bolanos, 15 years; Sandra Burgess,
12 years; Jim Danielson, 1 year; Tom Dienst, 18 years;
Delores Graver, 4 years; Mark Hildebrand, 17 years; Mark 
Hopson, 10 years; Laura Hosey, 6 years; Barbara Hyde, 28 
years; Kent Kay, 3 years; David Lendrum, 9 years; Ke Mell,
2 years; Maria Moya, 7 years; Brenda Pagano, 1 year; Ray 
Roberts, 7 years; Karl Sears, 10 years; Donald Sims, 8 years; 
Ward Ward, 2 years.

November Anniversaries
Martin Aguirre, 1 year; Andrew Baird, 4 years; Cody Bennett, 
10 years; Camielle Call, 2 years; Deema Ferguson, 6 years; 
Angela Filler, 2 years; Michael Funk, 10 years; Gary Keele, 5 
years; David Klein, 10 years; Abby Kosmos, 8 years; Stephanie 
Lokke, 2 years; Ronald Mosher, 6 years; Jessie Ricketts, 2 
years; Erlito Samonte, 12 years; Deborah Sonnenburg, 14 
years; Andrew Vermilyea, 1 year.
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New Administrative Assistant to 
Dean of Arts and Sciences
Please welcome Anita Parrish to UAS

Please join the School of Arts & Sciences in welcoming our 
Administrative Assistant to the Dean, Anita Parrish. Her first 
day of work was Monday, November 22.

Anita was one of the original co-founders of SAGA 
(Southeast Alaska Guidance Assoc), and most recently 
served as their Administrative Director and Grant Programs 
Specialist. She is a welcome addition to our School, and 
replaces Heather Hadley who is moving out of state (and will 
be sorely missed!).

Please be sure to stop by to say hello and introduce yourself 
when you come through Soboleff.

UAS Humanities 120 students enjoy the wind o f the ferry on a trip 
to the Haines Bald Eagle Festival, November 14, 2010.

U A S Alumni & Friends invites you to

Gingerbread Magic
Saturday, Decem ber 11, 2010,10- 11:30 AM

Glacier View Room, Egan Classroom Wing at UAS

B ring  the  kids and ixtild  
gingerb read  houses.

complete with frosting 
and candy - -  the works! 

Limit 2 house kits 
per family.

F R E E  for members & their children, space limited to 40 
Must be a member to attend - easy to join! 
Memberships start at only $35 per year 
Reservation Required - call today 
796-6569 or email alumni@uas.alaska.edu

October and November New Hires
Welcome to UAS
Anita Parrish, Administrative Assistant to the Dean,

Arts & Sciences
Dayna Mackey, Administrative Manager, Career Education 
Anastacio Gomez, Custodian, Facilities Services 
Clifford Tagaban, Custodian, Facilities Services 
Jimmy Peralta, Custodian, Facilities Services 
Janelle Cook, Enrollment Advisor, Financial Aid 
Rachelle Eriksen, Technician, Financial Aid 
John Long, IS Net Technician, Ketchikan campus 
Michael Stenberg, Crafts & Trades, Sitka campus 
Paul Dorman, Residence Life Manager, Student Services 
Alexis Amstutz, Career Services Advisor, Student Services 
Nicholas Keresztury, Student Activities Programmer, 

Student Services
Diane Meador, Institutional Effectiveness Manager,

Provost Office
Kitty LaBounty, Term Assistant Professor of Biology,

Sitka campus
Elizabeth Zacher, Term Assisstant Professor of Art,

Sitka campus

Note: I f  you are a  new employee and are not listed in the 
Online directory, please speak with the personnel office to obtain 
a  New Hire Web Contact Information form.
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