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New online survey tallies how students 
first learned about UAS and why they 
chose to attend this university.

Flash Survey: "And Our Survey Says...”

No. of students taking at least one section (by campus) 
(288 total individual respondents)

UAS Fall 2008 Student Survey Results
The UAS Public Relations and Marketing office recently 

conducted an on-line survey to learn more about how students 
first learned about UAS and why they choose to attend the regional 
university for Southeast Alaska. The results may be used to better 
target UAS marketing and recruiting efforts.

Current students responding to the late October survey said 
the website is the number one way they first heard about UAS. 
Programs are the number one reason respondents answering the 
survey chose to attend UAS. Following close behind program 
are Alaska resident, location, close to home and cost. Fifty-two 
percent of respondents first learned about UAS via the web. Family 
(48%) and friends (45%) follow in close succession. Counselors/ 
teachers and brochures/postcards were also high on the list of 
choices. Participants could check off more than one of ten answers 
to the first question and more than one of twelve answers to the 
second question.

More than 350 people answered the survey. Of that number,
288 are currently taking at least one class. Two hundred six 
participants are taking at least one Juneau class and 193 are taking 
at least one distance class. Survey results and comments can be 
found at this link:
https://uascentral.uas.alaska.edu/mysurvey/ 
?ref=S0tCQVVTTEVSLTE = &action = report

Dean of A r ts  and Sciences
UAS’s recruitment of a Dean of Arts and Sciences has been 

approved by Statewide and will proceed immediately. In the short 
term, Interim Provost Everett will serve as Interim Dean until 
UAS obtains an academic with executive management experience 
who will serve as Acting Dean. This person will ensure that all

administrative operations of the school continue to effectively 
serve students and faculty. The Acting Dean will not be tasked 
with providing new strategic leadership or directions. The 
appointment of an Acting Dean will conclude when a permanent 
Dean is in place.

www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings

https://uascentral.uas.alaska.edu/mysurvey/
http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings


Ohler Wins W O W  Award

Alex Bogolepov

“ 2 0 /2 0  Vision” Ceramics Symposium 
Success

The University of Alaska Southeast and the Alaska State 
Museum joint effort, “20/20 Vision” Ceramics Symposium was a 
great example of UAS collaboration with community. The ceramics 
event Nov.4-8 brought together Alaska artists and ceramicists from 
the Lower 48 for workshops, lectures and shows.

“The purpose of these workshops was to teach students at 
the University of Alaska Southeast and show them a bit of the 
professionalism that occurs with ceramic artists at a higher level,” 
UAS Ceramics faculty Jeremy Kane told the Juneau Empire. A one
time special Saturday Evening at Egan lecture capped off a week of 
events on Saturday night. Three contemporary ceramic artists and 
former colleagues and mentors of Kane, Josh Deweese, Ted Adler, 
and Liz Zacher shared their recent work and influences. Prior to 
the lecture, a UAS Student Art Opening in the Lake Room was well 
attended and appreciated.

Adler was particularly impressed with UAS art students and the 
quality of their work at the opening and displayed in the newly 
renovated walkways in the Henricksen building. He also had high 
praise for ceramics students, who he called, “inspired, energetic 
and invested.”

Kane co-curated the 20/20 Vision invitational exhibit. Forty 
pieces of contemporary ceramics will be displayed at the Alaska 
State Museum through Dec. 17. An opening reception was held on 
Friday, Nov. 7, at the museum.

“It’s not about glitz or money but the pow er o f  story and getting 
kids to speak in their own digital language, combining traditional 
and emerging literacy in what I call the DAOW o f literacy (Digital 

Art OralW ritten).” — JasonO hler

“It’s been my privilege to witness SOCAP’s profound impact on a  
diverse high school student population. The rebellious, the isolate, 

the emotionally impaired, and the naturally talented discovered 
the hero within through the art o f  digital storytelling. The Story o f  

Culture and Place program bridges the achievement gap.”

— Barbara Cadiente Nelson, K-12 native student success 
coordinator, Juneau-Douglas School District.

A group that champions the use of technology in higher 
education has presented UAS faculty Jason Ohler with an 
international award. The Western Cooperative for Educational 
Telecommunications (WCET) Outstanding Work (WOW) Award 
recognizes the innovative uses of educational technologies in 
higher education.

The University of Alaska Geography Program and the 
University of Alaska Southeast Stories of Culture and Place 
(SOCAP) program that Ohler began encourages students to create 
media by telling their own stories. “In the digital age, being able 
to just “read” the web, movies and other media does not suffice,” 
said Ohler. “We also must be able to write them if we are to share 
in their empowerment and critically evaluate their impacts on 
society.”

According to the project website (http://www.jasonohler. 
com/projects/socap.cfm), “SOCAP helps students, teachers and 
community members read and write new media using common, 
inexpensive digital tools. SOCAP helps participants research, 
create, illustrate and perform original new media stories about 
their cultures, communities, academic pursuits and personal 
lives. SOCAP stresses the power of narrative first, tools second, 
using technology to support the story, rather than the other way 
around.”

The statewide project was created as the main focus of Ohler’s 
five years as a UA president’s professor in Juneau, Petersburg, 
Nome, Anchorage, Fairbanks, Wasilla, Haines, Klukwan and other 
communities.

SOCAP got kids to tell their stories using new media to improve 
literacy, explore academic areas, explore personal and cultural 
issues and to promote health. Ohler helped kids plan, perform and 
write stories that they converted to new media format using free 
software.

“I’m very proud of all the work teachers and students did,” said 
Ohler. Jason Ohler has published a book, "Digital Storytelling" 
and a number of articles. He frequently presents at Alaskan and 
national education conferences.

If you have UAS faculty, staff, student or alumni news, please contact Katie Bausler at 796-6530 or soundings@uas.alaska.edu.
Layout by Alison Caputo. UAS is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.
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University of Alaska-Southeast 
Sustainability in Action

Campus Dining Program Changes Positively Impact 
Environment
By Nana Management Services

JUNEAU, AK. November 10, 2008 — Simple acts can have a 
big impact. The University of Alaska-Southeast and NMS, the 
dining services provider for the UAS community, have partnered 
to introduce a variety of environmentally-friendly practices as part 
of the institutions’ sustainability initiative. A small sample of the 
programs that have been executed to date include:

Purchased china for use in Mourant Cafe to reduce the amount 
of disposable items destined for the landfill

Provided biodegradable disposable containers for those who 
desire to enjoy their meal outside the Cafe.

Implemented the Apex program for more efficient dishwashing. 
This program provides an additional benefit of reducing packaging 
for the detergent by 95% over the previous product, reducing both 
shipping weights and landfill waste.

Introduced the Xpressnap® napkin program that utilizes 100% 
post-consumer recycled products versus virgin fiber paper.

The introduction of the Xpressnap® napkin program will have 
a significant impact on the environment. The Recycled Products 
Cooperative (RPC) has calculated that each ton of 100 percent 
post-consumer recycled paper that displaces a ton of virgin 
fiber paper saves 7,000 gallons of water, 4,100 kilowatt hours of 
electricity and prevents 60 pounds of pollutants from entering 
the atmosphere. In addition, use of recycled products aids in the 
protection of wildlife habitat, diverts useful items from landfills 
(which saves both space and money), and helps preserve the 
earth’s natural beauty.

"The students, staff and faculty have been asking for this for 
years! We certainly appreciate NMS’ commitment and their ability 
to deliver on this sustainability issue. We applaud the effort and 
know that even though it will cost a bit more, it’s the right thing to 
do!"said Tish Satre, Student Services Director.

“I’m thrilled with the positive response we have received from 
the campus community, “stated John Ames, UAS Campus Dining 
General Manager. “Each of these small actions multiplied by the 
many people we serve each day will have a tremendous impact on 
our environment-today and in the future.”

This is just the beginning of the Campus Dining sustainability 
journey. Future programs include composting of food waste and 
searching for additional methods to reduce, reuse and recycle.

UAS Sitka participates in 
Science Expo
Leslie Gordon, Assistant Professor, 
HIM and Rose Goeden, Assistant 
Professor, HIM awe students at a  
booth at the Sitka in  Step Science 
Conference Expo & Teacher Workshop 
held at the Sitka High School 

Auditorium on October 2-3, 2008. More than 800 students from 
elementary through high school attended the Expo. The Expo was 
sponsored by Shee Atika Technologies.

UAS Faculty and Staff 
participate in Sitka's 
Alaska Day Festivities, 
October 18, 2008
Sue Barlow,COEDProgram  
Coordinator; Joy Branson,
Media/Information Specialist; 
and Gayle Hammons, Adjunct 
Faculty participated in the 
Sitka’s A laska Day Festivities
as 1860’s Greeters. Along with other volunteer members o f  the 
community they greeted travelers on A laska Airline flights twice 
a  day, walked in the parade, and participated in the re-enactment 
ceremony o f  the 1867 transfer o f  A laska from Russia to the U.S. 
that takes place on  Castle Hill.

Think Outside the Box:
UA Communication Avenue

University of Alaska President Mark Hamilton has created 
a new feature on his website at www.alaska.edu/pres/ called 
Outside the Box, a virtual suggestion box for employees to 
communicate directly with the president and his executive team. 
It’s part of the university’s ongoing effort to contain costs, operate 
more efficiently and continue to make the best use of limited 
resources.

The idea behind Outside the Box is to offer employees an easy 
way to offer suggestions for streamlining services, reducing costs 
and improving business practices. Employees may volunteer their 
name or choose to remain anonymous. The online suggestion box 
is primarily aimed at employees who know and understand the 
system well, but the tool is also available to students and public.

Suggestions may be limited to the Statewide unit specifically, 
or they could be directed toward an overall operation that affects 
the entire system or perhaps one particular program area or 
campus. Our colleagues on the campuses are encouraged to 
send suggestions. Suggestions that President Hamilton receives 
involving a particular campus will be forwarded to the appropriate 
person at that campus.

Mulle Talk: Without Fish We Would 
No Longer Exist

Virginia Mulle, Associate Dean, Arts & Science and Associate 
Professor of Sociology presented a paper, ‘Without Fish We Would 
No Longer Exist’: The Changing Role of Women in Southeast 
Alaska’s Subsistence Salmon Harvest,” at the Human Dimensions 
in the Circumpolar Arctic Conference in Umea, Sweden October 
8-10, 2008. This was an interdisciplinary conference under the 
Auspices of the International Polar Year (IPY) which focused 
on the human dimensions of the Arctic region which have been 
neglected during previous Polar Years. The conference paid 
particular attention to human life and conditions in the North in 
the past, the present and the future; how climate, ecology and 
different types of resource use have influenced conditions for life 
in the North; and the role of national and international politics for 
northern development and conditions.

http://www.alaska.edu/pres/


Shuka Kaa Honor Ceremony and 
Science at On Your Knees Cave
Submitted to Soundings, November 10, 2008 

by Terry Fifield and Dr. Priscilla Schulte

For almost a decade Ketchikan Campus adjunct instructor,
Terry Fifield and Anthropology Professor, Priscilla Schulte shared 
the excitement of discoveries surrounding On Your Knees Cave 
with UAS students. A seemingly insignificant little solution cave 
on northern Prince of Wales Island, the site has yielded one of 
the most ancient campsites on the Northwest Coast as well as 
the oldest human remains yet known from Alaska or Canada. 
Schulte and Fifield co-teach Fundamentals of Archaeology 
(ANTH211) annually (most years) during spring semester and use 
the archaeological and paleoenvironmental discoveries at On Your 
Knees Cave as well as the partnership between scientists, Alaska 
tribes, and federal agencies to illustrate many of the principles, 
scientific and political, presented in the class. Both Schulte and 
Fifield had the opportunity recently to be part of the Shuka Kaa 
Honor Ceremony on Prince of Wales Island.

During 12 years of study at On Your Knees Cave, paleontol
ogists and archaeologists changed our understanding of earliest 
Northwest Coast prehistory. Studies of stone tools, human bones, 
DNA, and animal and bird bones found in and near On Your 
Knees Cave shed light on the environment of Prince of Wales 
Island during and after the last Ice Age and the life of one of the 
first Alaskans who lived on the coast more than 10,000 years ago.

With archaeological studies nearing completion in 2006 the 
Klawock and Craig Tribal governments requested return of the 
human remains under the authority of the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). In 2007 the Forest 
Service (Fifield is an archaeologist with the Tongass National 
Forest on Prince of Wales Island) transferred the custody of the 
remains to the tribes. It was in late 2007 that a committee was 
formed to plan a reburial and ceremony. The committee members 
represented the Klawock Cooperative Association (Tribe), Craig 
Community Association (Tribe), Sealaska Heritage Institute, and 
the Tongass National Forest. The committee worked from January 
through September to organize what came to be called the Shuka 
Kaa Honor Ceremony.

On Friday and Saturday, September 26 and 27, 2008 several 
hundred people from Prince of Wales Island and across southeast 
Alaska gathered in Klawock and Craig to honor a young man 
(called Shuka Kaa -  "Man Ahead of Us”), the knowledge his 
discovery has given, and the relationships that have grown over 
the 12 years since his discovery in 1996.

The headstone, 
marking the burial 
site o f  Shuka Kaa, 
was commissioned 

by the Klawock 
Tribal government 

and funded by 
Sealaska Heritage 

Institute. (Photo by 
Terry Fifield)

Right: Paleontologist, 
Fred Grady, shown here 
in to Seal Passage o f  On 
Your Knees Cave, was a  

member o f  Heaton's crew 
for many years. (Photo by 

TimHeaton)

Below Left: Casts o f  the 
hum an remains from On 

Your Knees Cave. Casts 
were produced by the 

Denver Museum o f  Nature 
and Science. (Photo by 

Terry Fifield).

Above Right: Microblades, tiny slivers o f  stone, were used to create 
sharp edges on bone and ivory tools. Obsidian microblades can 
be matched to natural sources o f  the volcanic glass and allow 

inferences about maritime technology o f  10,000 years ago. 
(Photo by Craig Lee).

The "Shuka Kaa Honor Ceremony” was hosted by KCA and 
CCA with the support of Sealaska Heritage Institute, the Tongass 
National Forest and nearly every educational, Alaska Native, and 
service organization on Prince of Wales Island. The ceremony 
consisted of meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinners) during the 
two days, at which speeches were made, awards and recognition 
given, and stories recounted about the history of the 12 year (and 
more) project. Tlingit and Haida Dance Groups from Klawock, 
Craig, Hydaburg, Ketchikan, and Juneau performed at the evening 
potlucks. Archaeologist, Jim Dixon and paleontologist, Tim Heaton 
accompanied by Terry Fifield, and Tlingit protocol specialist 
Bob Sam presented Friday and Saturday afternoon education 
programs at the Klawock and Craig public schools. A 28-minute 
video "Kuwoot yas.ein, "His Spirit is Looking Out From the Cave," 
produced by SHI, was shown each day. All events were well- 
attended. Organizers estimate over 1,500 meals were served during 
the two days. Dignitaries from many levels of federal, state, local, 
and tribal governments attended and participated.

By all accounts the events of September 26 and 27, as well as 
the 12 years of partnership and cooperative study that lead to the 
Shuka Kaa Honor Ceremony, were well received. The partners in 
this endeavor see the events as an important moment in history, 
a time when tribes, researchers, government agencies, and 
communities worked together to a common purpose. The story of 
important scientific studies conducted in a respectful partnership 
between scientists, Alaska Natives, and the Forest Service will be a 
valuable example to convey to UAS and other students for years to 
come.



Fire Trees Exhibit
Fire Trees, A New Walk in the Forest o f  
Southeast A laska was presented to a  
packed house with enthusiastic response 
at the Discovery Center in Ketchikan on 
FridayNovember 7, 2008. The lecture 
by Ketchikan adjunct professor Mary 
Ida Henrikson included sixty images 
o f  culturally altered trees and their fire 
storage, initiation, and communication  
aspects. Included in the show were 
photographs o f  geographically isolated 
areas, drawings, charts and paintings. 
These icons o f  neolithic technology 
existed from California northward.

Media Services Workers put UAS on 
Election Day Map

Two student media services student workers got a taste of 
the challenges of making television news when they took up an 
opportunity to do a volunteer gig for Dan Rather Reports. The 
former CBS new anchor now heads up a digital news service. 
Juneau resident Saffron Hayes and international student Daniel 
Todercan were up early election day morning, November 4. The 
duo joined college students armed with video cameras across the 
country focused on local voters. Hayes and Todercan’s assignment: 
to ask voters their thoughts on Alaska’s highest profile in the 
history of national elections. They interviewed voters with gorgeous 
sunny, scenic backdrops at the Alaska Marine Highway terminal, in 
Auke Bay, at the Mendenhall Mall parking lot and downtown.

Jamming to get the interviews, collect the setting footage, edit 
hours down to minutes and get it to New York City as the polls 
were closing was much more difficult than they expected. Then 
Dan Rather Reports ended up not using their contribution. Because 
the election was called earlier than expected, the program only had 
time to use footage shot on the East coast. Todercan and Hayes 
were quite disappointed. But their hard work had a second life.

Todercan’s father heads up a public television station in his 
home, Chisinau, Moldova. Moldova is small country between 
Romania and Ukraine. Todercan and Hayes filmed Daniel doing a 
stand up at the Governor’s mansion, and he edited it with some 
scenic shots. That piece and a separate narration from Daniel with 
footage of election day shots from around the U.S. was broadcast in 
Moldova. Both videos can be seen at his blog: todercan.com.

Hayes’ election day work ended up being nationally broadcast 
after all. Dan Rather Reports ran the piece "by UAS” on its 
November 11 program. It can be soon purchased on I-Tunes.

Both Todercan and Hayes say they learned a lot from the 
experience. "Our video was the prettiest, but maybe not the most 
journalistically correct,” said Todercan. "It was exhausting and 
exciting,” reflects Hayes. "I learned that live TV is so unpredictable 
that even if you plan for something so long, it can change at the last 
minute. I learned to be accepting of change.”

November is Native American 
History Month

The Wooch.een club hosts several major events each year, with 
the assistance of the Native & Rural Student center staff, including 
activities during Native American Heritage month in November to 
help integrate the community and foster a better understanding 
about Native history, cultural and social issues.

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 11:30 a.m. -  1:30 p.m., REC, Rm. 115

Lunch with ANS Camp 2, book signing & discussion "In 
Sisterhood”

Saturday, Nov. 22, 5-11p.m., Egan Lecture Hall, Rm.112

Underground Movies, includes one Native History documentary: 
"The Canary Effect.” Difficult dialogue follows each film.

For more information please contact Kolene James at kejames@ 
uas.alaska.edu.

First Friday JAHC Student Reception
John Fehringer’s UAS Technology and Fine Art students will 

be exhibiting their work on "First Friday”, December 5th, at the 
Juneau Arts and Culture Center. Reception for the artists will be 
from 4:30 -  7 p.m.

Using digital technology in conjunction with software 
applications such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator and Corel 
Painter X, the collection of work will show a variety of techniques 
applying digital tools in place of the traditional analog tools; pens, 
brushes and paint palettes.


