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The 4th annual "I'm Going to College" event on campus was 
another huge success. UAS hosted every 5th grade class 
from Juneau is six elementary schools, in addition to a few 
home schooled students, on May 9th and 10th. Faculty from 
all disciplines volunteered to introduce college courses to 
these young students.

Financial Aid Director Barbara Burnett, who helps organize 
the event, would like to thank the volunteers: Carrie Enge, 
English; Virgil Fredenberg and Jill Durnesnill, math; Jean 
Richey and Elizabeth Schelle, communication; Dan 
Monteith, anthropology; Derek Farber, Biology; Tony 
Martin, automotive technology; Chuck Craig, Diesel 
technology; Marquam George, construction technology; 
Charlie Ross, planning and scheduling; Robin Gilcrest, 
drafting; Kathy DiLorenzo, government; Anselm Staack, 

accounting; Claudia Wakefield, Spanish; Rosemary Walling, physics; and Alex Simon taught 
Sociology. They all did a fantastic job, said Burnett.

In addition, Deb Gregoire, Phil Paramore, Shannon Sweet, Kirk McAllister, Ivan Hazelton, Mona 
Yamall, Pat Yearty, Anna Mariah Kelly, Lisa Bogert, Kristie Allen, Marsha Squires and Barbara Hegel 
assisted the day of the event. The Food Service crew did a great job with a very popular lunch selection 
and Jim Gage in Media Services made sure the Library was all set up for us each day. “We have a 
terrific group of people here”, said Burnett in her thank you letter.

I’m Going to College is a partnership with Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education and 
College Loan Corporation.

Newest Addition to Provost Office

Dr. James Everett Newest Addition to Provost Office

Dr. James Everett most recently of the University of Tasmania has accepted the position of Vice Provost

I'm Going to College



for Student Success, which was vacated when Dr. Vicki Orazem moved to Montana State University -  
Bozeman in the summer of 2006.

Dr. Everett served as a professor and the director of the Graduate School and Centre for the 
Advancement of Learning and Teaching at the University of Tasmania in Australia since 2005. He has a 
Ph.D. in Communication and an M.A. in Anthropology from the University of Colorado and a B.A. in 
Mass Communication from University of Michigan.

He plans to begin at UAS before the fall semester.

Joseph G. Nelson Appointed to Director of Admissions and Pre-College Pathways

Provost Roberta Stell and Vice-Chancellor for Student Services and Enrollment Management, 
Richard A. Dent, are pleased to announce the appointment of Joseph G. Nelson as the Director of 
Admissions and Pre-College Pathways at UAS, as of June 1st

Mr. Nelson joined UAS as the director of the PITAAS program (Preparing Indigenous Teachers and 
Administrators for Alaska Schools). He was promoted to the position of Associate Vice-Provost for 
Student Success where he focused on the development and implementation of UAS’s pre-college 
pathway programs strengthening relationships with Alaska communities and schools.

In his new assignment, Mr. Nelson will retain responsibility for pre-college pathways and will also add 
the duties of the Director of Admissions for all UAS programs. Mr. Nelson received his B.A. and 
M.A.degrees from UCLA and his Jurus Doctor degree from the Loyola Law School. He practiced law in 
Juneau before joining UAS. He is also a board member of the Sealaska Corporation and the Yak-tat 
Kwaan village corporation.

2007 Staff Make Student's Count Award Winner

Presented by President Hamilton before the Board of Regents, June 6, 2007

Christopher Washko is residence life manager on the Juneau campus. Chris established the Student 
Leaders in Residence Program and the Student Activities Board. He is a leader in student involvement, 
retention, inclusion, fairness and leadership, attends nearly every student activity on campus, and is 
considered a friend and mentor to many students.

Anissa Hauser is this yearis award recipient from UAA. She is a former UAA governance coordinator 
who became PhD program coordinator in 2005, for the UAA-UAL program in clinical-community 
psychology with a rural indigenous emphasis. She was nominated for her outstanding and enthusiastic 
student advising and recruitment.
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Mary Parsons, administrative assistant in the UAF Physics Department is this yearis award recipient for 
UAF. Students describe Mary as a spectacular asset to the department and the most student-friendly 
secretary at UAF. Her devotion to students and the physics department is extraordinary according to her 
dean, faculty, colleagues, and students.

Mike Molnia, budget analyst, is this year's award recipient for Statewide. He was nominated by UAF 
student services staff. That nomination was confirmed by the Statewide Administration Assembly to 
receive the award for his outstanding volunteer services to UAF students through the Northern 
Leadership Center Task Force. Mike is a coach and mentor to the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity and 
Greek Council and is a devoted activist for improving the students' experience at UAF.

UAS Advising Retreat

The Gang of 16; the UAS Advising Retreat (back row) Elizabeth Williams, Carol Comolli, Jean 
Richey, Marsha Squires, Laura Hosey, Cynthia Rogers, Christopher Hoyt, Valentina Jimmerson, 
Kolene James, Steve Laing (front row) Karen Donovan, Heather Beaudette, Deb Gregoire, Sarah 
Harvey, Gail Klein, Jeffrey Loftus

History was made at UAS in late May as a group of 16 
academic advising professionals, representing faculty and 
staff from all three Southeast campuses, met for an 
intensive two day retreat in late May. The Advising 
Retreat was launched as a way to enhance the connections 
between advising professionals at UAS. The goal is to 
review advising policies and procedures in able to develop 
the framework for both an advising mission statement and 
manual, as well as to provide valuable information and 
training.

The group began the process of documenting valuable 
institutional knowledge in the advising arena for the purpose of enhancing our services to both 
residential and distance students. Participants shared tips, tools, resources and ideas to support academic 
advising practices throughout the region.

John French provided instruction in the MyUA Portal and suggested ways of sharing resources and 
maintaining dialogue in the "groups function" of this powerful new tool.

The UAS Advising Group is committed to working collectively and supporting one another and, by 
extension, each of the different schools, departments, and campuses in the area of academic advising. A 
special thanks goes to Deb Gregoire and Laura Hosey for all their hard work in coordinating this 
historical two-day event.

Inquiries about the advising group retreat or academic advising in general can be directed to Deb 
Gregoire, Academic Advisor, Student Resource Center at 796.6439 or email 
deb.gregoire@uas.alaska.edu

Statewide
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Sitka's New HIM Program Director

Leslie Gordon selected as new HIM Program Director.

The American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) has 
announced that Leslie Gordon has earned, through examination, the 
Registered Health Information Administrator credential. Successful 
completion of this examination ensures the candidate's ability to 
demonstrate competence in the field of health information management. 
Leslie has recently been selected as the new HIM Program Director. Sitka 
Campus is very proud of Leslie's achievements.

The Alaska Hospitality Alliance

One week intensive training held in Sitka, March 12th-17th.

The Alaska Hospitality Alliance, in partnership with the 
Sitka Education Consortium, and the UAS Sitka Campus, 
conducted a one-week intensive hospitality training program 
March 12-17. The course taught an introductory curriculum, 
giving students real-world knowledge and skills needed for a 
career in the lodging industry. It also taught soft skills such 
as guest service, professionalism and career exploration.

Sitka

A potluck luncheon of healthy foods brought out new recruits for the new Wellness Campaign at 
UAS Sitka Campus.

Following up on the successful "Walk Off the Holidays" 
where participants logged a total of 10,807,469 steps, the 
wellness committee hopes to do even better this spring, when 
walking will be a bit more attractive. This program got 
underway March 5. It included walking breaks, nutrition 
brown bags, office yoga and a weekend walking club.

Sitka Workshop Series

Sitka Summer Workshop Series: Art in Sitka

Internationally known artists share their expertise in Sitka 
this summer. June 11-15 features Andreas Goff with Distinctive Techniques in Clay Sculpture.July 9-13 
brings Tony Bridge and The Art of Digital Photography.Many southeastemers are familiar with Roberto 
Salas, who will teach Public Mural Painting from July 30-August 3. Finally, Steven Hill will teach



Functional Forms in Clay September 8 and 9. Details on the artists and their workshops are available on 
Sitka's Web site.

Concerts on Campus

New music series for summer 2007

UAS and Juneau Arts and Humanities Council present, Concerts on Campus. 

Noyes Pavillion, UAS Auke Lake Campus 

Saturday, June 9

• 7:00 Carl Reese
• 7:30 Kray Van Kirk

Saturday, June 16

• 7:00 The Treadwell Trio 

Saturday, June 23

• 7:00 Scott Miller
• 7:45 Jessie White & Trevyn Days
• 8:00 Michael Christensen

Saturday, June 30

• 7:00 Fleet Street

Office Move

Student Services offices move to Hendrickson

Career Services, Academic Exchange and the Activities and Housing offices have moved to 
Hendrickson Building 201. Visit Steve, Marsha, Tish, Anna-Mariah in their new digs. The phones have 
not changed, and the mail carrier will continue to deliver to using M03.

Student Government has moved to Egan 226 and the Whalesong has moved to Novatney Building 123, 
both offices will be closed through the summer. If you have any questions please see Anna-Mariah in 
HB 201.

SE Conference Scholarship Recipients

$15,500 awarded to seven UAS students for 2007-2008



Southeast Conference awarded $15,500 in scholarships to seven UAS students for the 2007-08 school 
year. Scholarships went to students throughout Southeast. Awards ranged from $500 or $3,000 for these 
students who are pursuing college degrees and vocational training.

Recipients

• Juneau: Jensyne Mason, David Paradis, Micaela Ponce, and Elizabeth Stickel
• Ketchikan: Dollee F. Enright
• Sitka: George Jackson
• Wrangell: Cassandra Huffman.

Southeast Conference established its UAS scholarship program with a $25,000 donation by Alaska 
Airlines. The donation was intended to support residents of the region as they pursue educational and 
career goals consistent with the organization's objectives.The scholarship program encourages 
traditional and non-traditional students to apply. Applications are available at the UAS Financial Aid 
offices in Sitka, Ketchikan and Juneau and are due by February 1st. The 2007 recipients ranged in age 
from 20 to 33.

Since its scholarship program began, Southeast Conference has awarded over $115,000 in scholarships 
to more than 130 students attending UAS campuses. The scholarship auction held at the Annual 
Meeting in Ketchikan last September brought in over $11,000 to help fund this yeans scholarships.

SEC is a regional membership non-profit focused on building a strong economy, healthy communities, 
and a quality environment in Southeast Alaska. It has more than 140 members, including boroughs, 
communities, chambers of commerce, businesses, non-profits, Alaska Native organizations, and 
individuals interested in the economic and social well being of the residents of the region.

MyUA Training in Sitka

Juneau staff flies to Sitka for MyUA training.

IT and Public Relations staff from Juneau campus flew over to Sitka for Staff Development Day on May 
18. The primary training was in the use of MyUA Portal. Participants were also taught how to use a 
portfolio feature and how to navigate in our new MyUA portal. Health and Safety Officer Dan Garcia 
presented a short seminar on nutrition and food additives.

A Visit with Will

Step back to 1616 for a visit with William Shakespeare

Called "Funny, wonderful, and crowd pleasing" by audiences throughout the US and Canada, 
SHAKESPEARE SPEAKS: A VISIT WITH WILL, written and performed by Rod Molzahn, will be 
presented at UAS on June 14, 2007 at 7:00 pm at the Noyes Pavilion.

A VISIT WITH WILL is a unique opportunity for the audience to step back to 1616 for a conversation 
with William Shakespeare. It gives the audience a chance to ask Will about his personal life, theatre, 
politics and the Queen, or about his plays and poems. Shakespeare and the Elizabethan age come to life



in this interactive theatre experience. Rod Molzahn has toured as Will Shakespeare since 1986. His 
compact disc recording of A VISIT WITH WILL has received Awards of Excellence for Writing, 
Creative Concept and Characterization from the Communicators Awards of Arlington, Texas.

Fulbright Scholar Program Offerings

Lecturing and Research Awards Available Around the World

The Fulbright Scholar Program is offering lecturing and research awards in approximately 150 countries 
for the 2008-2009 academic year. The competition opens March 1.

Opportunities are available not only for college and university faculty and administrators but also for 
professionals from business and government, as well as artists, journalists, scientists, lawyers, 
independent scholars and many others. There are awards in 45 different fields or disciplines, and a 
variety of sub-disciplines and interdisciplinary fields.

Traditional Fulbright Scholar awards are available from two months to an academic year or longer. A 
short-term grants program in the Fulbright Senior Specialists Program offers two- to six-week grants in 
a variety of disciplines and fields.

While foreign language skills are needed in some countries, most Fulbright Scholar lecturing 
assignments are in English. Some 80 percent of the awards include a lecturing component.

Application deadlines for 2008-2009 awards:

• August 1, 2007 for Fulbright traditional lecturing and research grants worldwide
• November 1, 2007 for the summer German Studies Seminar and for spring/summer seminars in 

Korea and Japan for academic and international education administrators
• February 1, 2008 for the U.S.-Germany International Education Administrators Program
• Rolling deadline for the Fulbright Senior Specialists Program

Get more information, register and apply online at www.cies.org. For more information about the 
Fulbright Scholar Programfs traditional grants and other opportunities, visit our Web site, email 
apprequest@cies.iie.org or call 202.686.7877.

The Fulbright Scholar Program is sponsored by the United States Department of State, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs

Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES)3007 Tilden Street, NW, Suite 5L, Washington, 
DC 20008-3009, Telephone: 202.686.7877, Fax: 202.362.3442, Email: apprequest@cies.iie.org 
Web site: www.cies.org

Don't use it, loose it

Personal Holiday Deadline quickly approaching

http://www.cies.org
mailto:apprequest@cies.iie.org
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http://www.cies.org


The deadline for use of the eight-hour personal holiday this year is Friday June 22, 2007. Personal 
holidays for regular, nonexempt staff do not accrue from year to year and must be used during the fiscal 
year in which earned. The leave day must be approved in advance by the appropriate supervisor. The 
first opportunity to use the new fiscal year 2008 personnel holiday will be July 9, 2007.

Take me Out to the Ball Game

Chancellor John Pugh and UAS Alumni & Friends want to Take You Out to the Ball Game in an 
Exclusive Right-Field Group Suite!

• Seattle Mariners vs. Boston Red Sox
• Saturday, August 4, Game time 7 PM
• Safeco Field, Seattle

Limited seating available! Prepaid reservations required. Sorry, no refunds.

Suite admission includes catered traditional ballpark fare such as gourmet hot dogs & burgers, potato 
salad, baked beans, peanuts, popcorn, chips & soft drinks. No host bar.

Current members: $50 adult admission, $25 children 3-12, children 2 and under freeNon-members: $75 
adult admission, $45 children 3-12, children 2 and under free

UAS Alumni & Friends memberships: $25 individual, $40 couple, $50 family (2 adults and all kids 
under 18)

Call the Alumni Office to reserve your space 796-6569 or alumni@uas.alaska.edu

Instant Response by LivePerson

Admissions and IT Pilot New Online Chat Feature

LivePerson allows Web site visitors to chat with a UAS staff member associated with the department 
from which the icon is activated. LivePerson allows prospective students questions about financial aid, 
transfer audits, or housing, answered instantly. It could also help streamline communication for current 
students, faculty, and staff with IT questions or problems. A copy of each communication is retained for 
follow-up and accuracy insurance.

UAS Faculty and Staff News

Find out more on Caroline Hassler, David Noon, Rick McDonald and Jason Ohler

LivePerson is an online chat feature that IT and Admissions and 
Registration departments are piloting for six months. It was researched 
and brought to the attention of IT and Admissions by Web coordinator 
Dave Klein as a way of improving communications. The icon can be 
found by visiting the IT Helpdesk pages, or any of the A&R pages.

mailto:alumni@uas.alaska.edu


• The Library Staff is happy to introduce the new Tech Services Librarian Caroline Hassler.
• David Noon's Podcast is now at #11 on the Higher Education "Top Podcasts" list on iTunes and 

third in history-related Podcasts.
• Ketchikan's Networking Faculty Rick McDonald and Networking Student Sarah Strickling have 

been invited to attend a Networking event in D.C. on behalf of the Alaska Networking program.
• Jason Ohler presented "Then What? The past, present and future of educational technology" 

keynote speaker of the Illinois' state-wide educational technology conference. His presentation 
was followed by three sectionals about literacy, digital storytelling, and student new media 
production.

New Hires

UAS welcomes 3 new employees to the campus community

• Carolyn Hassler, assistant professor, Library.
• Mischelle Pennoyer, administrative assistant, Provost Office.
• Shea Mack, assistant manager, Recreation Center.

Employee Anniversaries in May 

May greets 17 employees with a bonus

Lily Albecker, 2 years; Jennifer Brown, 5 years; Lana Clark, 2 years; Janice Davis, 6 years; Bonnie 
Elsensohn, 12 years; Keith Gerken, 7 years; Debbie Gleaton, 16 years; Bobbi McCoy, 6 years; Candy 
Murdoch, 25 years; Melissa Novak, 1 year; Ewa Orlikowska, 1 year; Gwenna Richardson, 7 years; 
Cheryl Stromme, 1 year; Kate Sullivan, 4 years; Forest Wagner, 1 year; Margaret Walmer, 4 years; 
Patricia Yearty, 1 year.

Summer Message from President Hamilton

Another season of UA commencements has come to an end. Last Friday, Regent Cynthia Henry 
and I watched a dozen graduates accept their degrees and certificates at our extended site in Tok. 
It was the last of 18 graduation celebrations around the system, from Ketchikan to Kotzebue.

This is my ninth year of participating in commencement exercises. To see the faces of these graduates as 
they proudly walk across the stage to receive their hard-earned diplomas is uplifting, emotionally 
moving and deeply gratifying, knowing the difference we make for our students and the entire state.

We awarded a record number of degrees and certificates this year—over 3,700. This is mostly a 
reflection of the record high enrollments we witnessed in the fall of 2003, which peaked at 33,900 full- 
and part-time students. While the numbers are still preliminary and final reports not available for a 
couple more months yet, herefs how itfs shaping up:* 2,138 degrees and certificates through UAA in 
Anchorage, including its extended campuses, from Homer and Valdez to Mat-Su and Kodiak;* 1,228 
degrees and certificates through UAF and its campuses, from Dillingham and Bethel to Kotzebue and 
Nome;* and 374 degrees and certificates through Southeast in Juneau, including community campuses



We continue on with summer programs, of course. But the summer months at the university offer many 
of us a chance to take a few deep breaths, get caught up on our correspondence, clean out the iin boxi 
and tackle projects put off during the busy academic year. Many of our faculty go off contract and 
pursue other endeavors in research, writing and volunteering.

It's been a busy year. In terms of staffing, we've already said good-bye to UAA Chancellor Elaine 
Maimon and, soon, will say farewell to UAA Vice Chancellor for Administration Gebe Ejigu. Both 
accepted new positions at Governors State University in Illinois. In June, wefll say good-bye to UAA 
Vice Chancellor for Advancement Steve Lindbeck, who will become the new president and general 
manager of Alaska Public Telecommunications Inc.

UAF Provost Paul Reichardt is retiring, capping a dedicated 35-year career at the university that started 
as a professor in the chemistry department and later included service as dean of the College of Natural 
Sciences, interim director of the Museum of the North and then, ultimately, Provost. Weive also said 
good-bye to former regents Brian Rogers, Joe Usibelli Jr., Fran Rose, Jim Hayes and, by the end of this 
month, Jacob Gondek.

Vice President for Academic Affairs and Research Craig Dorman, who served the academic and 
research interests of our system since 2002, has moved on to new challenges and opportunities. He 
stayed on longer than he initially bargained for, and his service here was much appreciated. Watch for 
an announcement on his replacement very soon.

In other notable staffing changes, UAS Dean of Arts and Sciences and Vice Provost of Research 
Brendan Kelly began a new assignment in January at the National Science Foundation in Washington, 
DC. Kelly is serving as program director for arctic biology in the Office of Polar Programs. This 
prestigious appointment, an Intergovernmental Personnel Act assignment, spans the timeframe of the 
International Polar Year.

We welcome UAA Chancellor Fran Ulmer, UAF Provost Susan Henrichs and new regents William 
Andrews, Eric Drygas, Pat Jacobson, Kirk Wickersham, Fuller Cowell and returning regent Tim Brady.

We celebrated a lot this past year, including the groundbreaking of the new Integrated Sciences Facility 
at UAA, the ribbon cutting of the new Biological Research and Diagnostic Facility at UAF and the start 
of much-needed renovations for the bookstore, student services and administrative offices at UAS. We 
watched our Nanook rifle team take its ninth NCAA title. And the Seawolf Speech and Debate Team 
placed in the top 3 percent of university debate teams, worldwide.

Wefre now assessing the 2007 legislative session, which ended last Wednesday, to see what the various 
bills and budgets mean to the university. On the funding front, we fared well relative to other agencies, 
and we must keep that in mind. But did we receive the kind of support that we need in order to advance 
our mission and become even more relevant to Alaskais future, our workforce and economy? We're still 
evaluating the answer to that question.

We have some work to do over the interim and next session, working with our governor and legislative 
leadership about the importance of workforce development, university research, student success and 
need-based aid. Weill continue looking for program efficiencies and insisting on institutional 
accountability, as demanded by the Board of Regents. We may see some internal reallocations, to keep 
the mission moving forward. The future prosperity of Alaska resides largely within our educational

in  S i t k a  a n d  K e tc h ik a n .



system, from kindergarten on through post-secondary. Weill continue working hard to ensure our 
citizens the best education possible, right here in Alaska.

But, like Alaskans everywhere, we'll also celebrate summer in Alaska—the most beautiful place on 
earth. I know Patty and I will wet a fishing line or two!

Whatever your passion-climbing mountains, kayaking, gardening, golfing, river running, camping, make 
sure you're safe out there. Enjoy your travels and adventures, and do take care.

Mark Hamilton
sypres@alaska.edu
907/450-8000
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Subject: Soundings Addendum (read, Kevin forgot a big story)
From: Kevin Myers <jnktm@uas.alaska.edu>
Date: Fri, 08 Jun 2007 16:42:47 -0800 
To: undisclosed-recipients:;

Provost Roberta Stell and Vice-Chancellor for Student Services and Enrollment 
Management, Richard A. Dent, are pleased to announce the appointment of Joseph G. 
Nelson as the Director of Admissions and Pre-College Pathways at UAS, as of June 1.
Mr. Nelson joined UAS as the director of the PITAAS program (Preparing Indigenous 
Teachers and Administrators for Alaska Schools). He was promoted to the position of 
Associate Vice-Provost for Student Success where he focused on the development and 
implementation of UAS's pre-college pathway programs strengthening relationships with 
Alaska communities and schools.
In his new assignment, Mr. Nelson will retain responsibility for pre-college pathways 
and will also add the duties of the Director of Admissions for all UAS programs. Mr. 
Nelson received his B.A. and M.A.degrees from UCLA and his Jurus Doctor degree from 
the Loyola Law School. He practiced law in Juneau before joining UAS. He is also a 
board member of the Sealaska Corporation and the Yak-tat Kwaan village corporation.
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