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Blonde Indian:
An Alaska Native Memoir

Dr. O ra ze m  A ccepts A ss is tan t Dean  
Position in M o n ta n a

Vicki Orazem will be leaving UAS on June 14th. She has 
accepted a position at Montana State University College of 
Technology in Bozeman, Montana where she will be the Assistant 
Dean of Bozeman Programs. She will serve as the Chief Operations 
Officer responsible for the day-to-day administration of the 
services, programs, and operations.

"It’s been a pleasure representing UAS as the Vice Provost of 
Student Success for the past five years. I have enjoyed working 
with the exemplary staff and faculty at UAS,” Said Orazem upon 
announcing her resignation. "I will always be grateful for the many 
opportunities I’ve had while employed at UAS and will treasure the 
friendships and support of my colleagues at UAS and will miss my 
associations with everyone in the future.”

www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings

T his fall, the University of Arizona 
Press will release Blonde Indian: An 

A laska Native Memoir a book by UAS 
Assistant Professor of English Ernestine 
Hayes. The following is from the review 
of Hayes’s book on the University of 
Arizona Press Web site.

Ms. Hayes received the Fiction 
Writer’s Award from the Anchorage 
Daily News, and the Explorations 
Alaska Native Writers Award in 2002. 
Drawing on the special relationship 
that the Native people of southeastern 

Ernestine Hayes Alaska have always had with nature, 
Blonde Indian  is a story about

returning. Told in eloquent layers that blend native stories and 
metaphor with social and spiritual journeys, this enchanting 
memoir traces the author’s life from her difficult childhood 
growing up in the Tlingit community, through her adulthood, 
during which she lived for some time in Seattle and San Francisco, 
and eventually to her return home.

Neither fully Native American nor Euro-American, Hayes 
encounters a unique sense of alienation from both her Native 
community and the dominant culture. We witness her struggles 
alongside other Tlingit men and women—many of who never left 
their Native community but wrestle with their own challenges, 
including unemployment, prejudice, alcoholism, and poverty.

The author’s personal journey, the symbolic stories of 
contemporary Natives, and the tales and legends that have 
circulated among the Tlingit people for centuries are all woven 
together, making Blonde Indian  much more than the story of one 
woman’s life. Filled with anecdotes, descriptions, and histories that 
are unique to the Tlingit community, this book is a document of 
cultural heritage, a tribute to the Alaskan landscape, and a moving 
testament to how going back—in nature and in life—allows 
movement forward.

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings


S ta ff D e v e lo p m e n t D ay 2006
Staff Development Day 2006 will be held in the new Recreation 

Center on Friday May 19 from 8 am to 4:30 pm. This year’s theme 
will be "Health and Wellness” and will feature Juneau’s Dr. 
Maureen Longworth, physical education instructor Fran Polumski, 
statewide benefits director Mike Humphrey and UAS health and 
safety manager Dan Garcia.

There will also be workshops on managing web content, 
dealing with change, handling stress, managing conflict, exploring 
grief and loss, weigh training and exercise, and yoga.

Chancellor Pugh will present service awards, and door prizes 
will be given away including a plane ticket to anywhere Alaska 
Airlines flies. Please wear comfortable shoes and lose clothing.

Breakfast and lunch will be provided and there will basketball, 
Frisbee and a trail walk available during the lunch hour. Please 
plan to carpool or walk over to the rec. center if possible since 
parking could be a bit tight. Online registration is available at: 
www.uas.alaska.edu/sdd

Please register by Wednesday May 17. If you don’t register 
online, you can fax hard-copy forms to the Personnel office at 796
6324.

C o m m u n ity  D ay on Cam pus
Saturday, May 27th at the Auke Lake Campus is shaping up to 

be the biggest for Community Day on Campus! Juneau Jazz and 
Classics and UAS are teaming up bring the community a day full of 
music, fun and activities for the whole family. A very exciting new 
partnership this year is the Seacoast Relay Road Race is now part 
of the event and will begin and end on campus. KINY /  KUSP will 
provide live updates on the race and all of the day’s events.

Other activities include Friends of the Library Amazing 
Bookstore will be giving out gently used books; DIPAC will be 
bringing their aqua-petting tanks; the big blue whale bouncy-house 
will be there from the Southeast Alaska Gymnastics Academy, 
there will be pony rides, cotton candy, fry bread tacos, UAS pottery 
sale and much, much more.

We hope you will join us Saturday, May 27th at the Auke Lake 
Campus for Community Day on Campus! If you would like to 
volunteer to help with the music, the race or just in general please 
contact Nancy DeCherney at 796-6429 or Nancy.DeCherney@uas. 
alaska.edu

E arly  C hildhood Education S u m m it
On April 14, the College of Rural and Community Development 

(CRCD—UAF) hosted a day-long Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
Summit. This was an opportunity for leadership and faculty from 
all three campuses, along with other statewide leaders in early 
childhood, to focus on the future of early childhood education 
in Alaska. President Mark Hamilton opened the day with a brief 
recap of the University of Alaska’s commitment to early childhood 
education and a charge to continue that commitment into the 
future.

Both familiar and new stakeholders were asked to respond 
to this question: "How can the University of Alaska position 
itself to meet the need for early childhood education in Alaska?” 
Frank Fuentes, Assistant Commissioner of the federal Head Start 
Bureau,participated v ia  teleconference along w ith  several state 
and regional Head Start representatives who attended. Ira Perman, 
Executive Director of the Alaska Humanities Forum, presented 
information on the Ready To Read, Ready to Learn initiative 
chaired by First Lady Nancy Murkowski. Jim Calvin, partner with 
the McDowell Group, gave a presentation on the economic impact 
study of the childcare workforce sector. The economic impact 
study was commissioned by SEED (System for Early Education 
Development) and will be completed in early June. Other guests 
included representatives from the State of Alaska Departments of 
Education and Early Development, Health and Human Services 
and Labor.

The day also provided an opportunity to celebrate successes. 
Among them are the collaboration between UAF and UAS on the 
distance delivered Early Childhood Education AAS program and 
the completion of the first year of a new baccalaureate degree 
program in Early Childhood Education and Family Studies, 
also delivered via distance, and to outline strategies to meet 
professional development goals for Head Start and all early 
childhood teachers in Alaska.

Future efforts for expanding access to distance learning for 
early childhood educators in Alaska include piloting with rural 
high schools to provide distance delivered entry-level ECE courses 
for dual credit and targeting limited resources to students near 
degree completion. There is plenty left to accomplish; the Early 
Childhood Education Summit also provided a good opportunity to 
see how far we have come.

Resources:

http://distance.uaf.edu/resources/facultyresources.html

http://ece-distance.alaska.edu

http://seed.alaska.edu

Submitted by Carol Prentice

S u m m er Cam ps a t  th e  Rec C e n te r
UAS is offering sport and recreation camps this summer.

There is a Volleyball camp for beginners from grades 6 to 8 and a 
Volleyball Skills Camp is for high schoolers.

The Rec Center is also holding an Outdoor Recreation Camp for 
grades 6 to 8, which explores the fun and safety of new activities 
each day. Participants will learn more about hiking, fishing, 
personal wellness, firearms safety, backcountry camping and 
orienteering. Go to the following link for more information www. 
uas.alaska.edu/rec/

If you have UAS faculty, staff, student or alumni news, please contact Kevin Myers at 796-6530 or media.info@uas.alaska.edu.
Layout by Alison Caputo. UAS is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.
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T h e  ITS  H e lp d esk  has m oved!
Our friendly neighborhood help staff has changed 

neighborhoods. Joseph, Cody, and Heather will be joining forces 
with Diana Collins and the computer lab staff in the Whitehead 
building. The phone number and hours of operation will remain 
the same. Media Services will be rearranging the former Helpdesk 
space to improve the access to student workstations and staff 
workspace.

Fore!
The UAS Alumni & Friends Association is hosting the Second 

Annual Golf Tournament in Gustavus on Sunday, May 21. It is 
a scramble format tournament. This year there is an additional 
90-minutes of playing time scheduled at the picturesque Mt. 
Fairweather Golf Course. The boat departs at 8:30 a.m. from the 
Don Statter Public Boat Harbor in Auke Bay, and returns to Juneau 
at 9:30 p.m.

You must be an alumni association member to go on the trip 
(memberships begin at $25). The event cost of $150 includes 
boat transportation, 18 holes of golf, breakfast, lunch and a 
light dinner. Team and individual reservations accepted with 
payment. Registration is non-refundable and play will commence 
unless the boat cannot sail. Tournament prizes include two Alaska 
Airlines ticket vouchers. Visit the website at www.uas.alaska.edu/ 
alumni for details. For reservations contact Deana Hale or Keni 
Campbell in Development & Alumni Relations, ext 6566 or 6569.

Sewell to  Leave C o o rd in a to r Position
Robert Sewell will be leaving his post as UAS Health Sciences 

Coordinator on June 30th. Robert started at Health Sciences in May 
2003, and significant growth has occurred since then. "It’s been an 
exciting run, and this is a good time for change-of-guard,” Sewell 
said. "The program’s solid; for instance, we just admitted our 
251st student. And, the HS faculty and staff are excellent. I’ll miss 
them.” Robert will continue work in program development.

S itka

Community Wellness Advocate Program

The 2006 Cohort of the Community Wellness Advocate Program 
met at Sitka campus the week of May 1-5. Classes were held all 
day long and students came from all over the state to attend. Lisa 
Sadlier-Hart, Doug Osborne and guest faculty members taught the 
classes.

The University of Alaska Southeast, Sitka campus had a 
full house at the 2006 Spring Commencement Exercises at 
Sheet’ka’Kwaan Naa Kahidi, Friday, May 5. President Mark 
Hamilton stepped in to deliver the commencement address when 
Rep. Peggy Wilson was unable to get to Sitka. Chancellor John 
Pugh and Director Jeff Johnston presided over commencement. 
Regents Robert Martin and Michael Snowden conferred the degrees 
for the Board of Regents. The Sitka Brass Quartet performed music 
by Elgar and Stanley.

UAS Student Government Association hosted a reception 
following the ceremony at the ANB Hall.

Sitka Student A rt

The "gallery” was packed with entries from UAS students, both 
high schools, and the middle school for a reception kicking off 
the Spring 2006 Art Show at Sitka campus. Several students sold 
their artwork, making it even more exciting for them. Assistant 
Professor of Art, Jamie Autrey noted that "the work of his ceramics 
and pottery classes, even beginners, was of especially high quality 
this spring.”

Jamie will be teaching a Kiln Building class from May 21-26 and 
participants from all over southeast are invited to register.

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/alumni


M t. Edgecum be G rad u atio n
Fifty-six graduates walked at Mt. Edgecumbe’s Graduation 

Thursday, May 11. Among those, seven were UA scholars. Several 
graduates were attending classes at UAS Sitka and plan to enroll 
there this fall. Many have selected the Juneau campus.

A real feather in Mt. Edgecumbe’s cap is that two of their 
graduates received the Gates Millennium Scholarship, given to 
only 100 scholars throughout the nation. Nicole Akaran received 
$157,000, which includes both undergraduate and graduate 
school and Ashley Stickman received $357,000, including both 
undergraduate and graduate school.

In total, the Class of 2006 received over a million dollars in 
Scholarships. We are proud of our "neighbors.”

Facu lty  and S ta ff
Tarik Lagnaoui UAS Ketchikan Math Professor was selected 

as the Ketchikan Campus Faculty of the Year. The Honor was 
presented by Student Government and was bestowed to Lagnaoui 
at the Ketchikan Commencement Ceremony.

Jennifer Brown and Thomas Duke presented their paper: 
"Faculty and Librarian Collaboration: A Phenomenological Self
Study” at the American Education Research Association (AERA) 
Conference, April 7-11, 2006 in San Francisco.

Thomas Duke and Jennifer Brown wrote a chapter for a book 
due to be published in June 2006. Their chapter: "Teacher as 
Researcher: Librarian and Faculty Collaboration in Teaching the 
Literature Review in a Distance-Delivered Teacher Education 
Program” will appear in the upcoming Association of College and 
Research Libraries publication,

Teaching information literacy skills to education and social 
sciences students and practitioners: A second casebook of 
applications.

Emily Wall authored two poems that were recently accepted 
for publication. One will appear in the journal Permafrost and the 
other in the international journal Ice- Floe.

Sherry Tamone is organizing the summer meeting for the 
Crustacean Society which will be held at Centennial Hall from 
May 22-26. UAS will host 75 crustacean biologists from all over the 
world to discuss crustacean biology.


