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Undergraduate Research 
Increasing at UAS Fueled by 
Tw o Major Grants

For the second times in as many months the University of 
Alaska Southeast Environmental Science program received a grant 
to enhance research opportunities for undergraduate students 
in the area of science. UAS was awarded $465,605 to help 
identify and educate the next generation of National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration scientists. The funding comes from 
NOAA’s Interdisciplinary Scientific Environmental Technology 
Cooperative Research and Education Center, which is a five-year 
$12.5 million project that brings together seven US colleges and 
universities, with its main headquarters at North Carolina A&T 
State University.

The Center’s area of concentration is climate change. Through 
the grant, NOAA hopes to enhance researchers’ abilities to gather 
data, advance sensor technology and approve their ability to 
combine and share data across disciplines, while generating 
interest for students to work towards careers in those areas. Thirty- 
one percent of the grant is specifically for scholarships and to fund 
fieldwork for undergraduates.

"It’s a very exciting time to be at UAS, for students and faculty,” 
said Assistant UAS Professor of Physics Matt Heavner of the 
Environmental Science program and principal investigator on the 
grant. "Climate change is the defining issue of our generation 
and this grant gives UAS professors and students an opportunity 
to contribute to the dialogue. By engaging students on the 
undergraduate level we have an opportunity to make a difference 
in our students’ lives and potentially on a global scale.”

Prof. Heavner is also the principal investigator on the $881,755 
NASA SEAMONSTER grant with UAS colleagues Assist. Prof. of

Clockwise from top left: Cathy Connor, Ph.D., Associate Professor o f  
Geology; Eran Hood, Ph.D., Assistant Professor o f  Hydrology; Matt 
Heavner, Ph.D., Assistant Professor o f  Physics

Environmental Science Eran Hood and UAS Associate Professor of 
Geology and Environmental Science Cathy Connor. SEAMONSTER 
stands for Southeast Alaska Monitoring Network for Science, 
Telecommunications, and Educational Research and when the 
project is completed it will be capable of instantly transmitting 
research data as it is collected for analysis at UAS. "There is a 
lot of crossover on the scope of the grants,” said Hood. "We will 
be able to include many more undergraduate students in the 
SEAMONSTER project, gaining experience with sensor networks 
and data management, with the addition of the NOAA grant.”

The NOAA Interdisciplinary Scientific Environmental 
Technology Cooperative Research and Education Center is 
comprised of California State University--Fresno, City University 
of New York, Fisk University, University of North Carolina at 
Pembroke, and University of Minnesota. The partnering colleges 
will work towards NOAA’s goals:

• Understanding climate variability and change, serve society's 
needs for weather and water information.

• Protecting, restoring, and managing the use of coastal and 
ocean resources.

• Supporting the Nation's commerce with 
information for safe, efficient and 
environmentally sound transportation.

www.uas.alaska.edu/soundings
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Racy N ew s: UAS T eam  Runs in 
K lond ike Road Relay

September 8-9, the UAS-sponsored Road Scholars team 
comprised of staff, students and faculty competed in the Klondike 
Road Relay for the fifth consecutive year.

The Klondike is a relay race commemorating the Klondike Gold 
Rush. Teams start in downtown Skagway and finish at Rotary Park 
in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. The 109.5 mile race consists of 10 
legs ranging in distance from 5.6 to 16 miles. The terrain varies 
from long, flat sections and rolling hills to steep, mountainous 
climbs. Runners enjoy the additional challenges of running 
through the wilderness at night in unpredictable weather.

Team co-captains Cody Bennett and Jeri Cary report that the 
UAS Road Scholars placed 6th in the Corporate category this year, 
with an unofficial time of 15 hours, 51 minutes and 24 seconds.

2006 UAS Road Scholars' Roster
Leg # Runner Affiliation

1 Cody Bennett UAS Staff

2 Michael Ciri UAS Staff

3 Emilee Johnson UAS Student

4 Eran Hood UAS Faculty

5 Gerry Landry UAS Staff

6 JJ  Vollenweider UAF alumnus (Fisheries)

7 Jennifer Wardell UAS Faculty

8 Dan Monteith UAS Faculty

9 David Tallmon UAS Faculty

10 Sherry Tamone UAS Faculty

5-Year Summary o f UAS Klondike Road Relay Teams
Year Team Name Official Time

2006 UAS Road Scholars 15:51:24 (unofficial)

2005 UAS Road Scholars 16:02:35

2004 UAS WW! Part Deux 15:45:18

2003 UAS Waddling Whales 16:40:35

2002 Unconventional Athletic Scholars 16:36:09

Detailed results for the Klondike Road Relay can be found at 
www.sportyukon.com.

Recycling Engineering Plastics and  
Ind ustria l G lo b a liza tio n
Thursday, Sept. 21, 2006, 7:00 PM

University of Alaska Southeast, 
Glacier View Room Egan RM 221

Roger Jones will discuss how 
the recycling of engineering plastics 
presents a greater challenge than 
typical consumer plastics: there are 
many types, the volumes are much 
smaller, and the recycling code marking 
is the catch-all category “7-Other”. The 
present state of engineering plastics 
recycling and its future possibilities 
will be discussed, where it is working, 
where it is not, and what might be 
done to improve matters. Globalization 
of the plastics industry will also be 
discussed.

Roger Jones

Mr. Jones has worked in manufacturing, R&D, and marketing 
for DuPont, ARCO Chemical, and Sun Oil. He was the president or 
managing director at LNP Engineering Plastics, BASF Engineering 
Plastics, Inolex Chemical, and Franklin Polymers. He is currently 
president of Franklin International, his management consulting 
firm, and chairman of the board of directors of PlastiComp. He is 
the author of A Guide to Short Fiber Reinforced Plastics (Hanser, 
1998), Successful Management in the Plastics Industry CRC Prss, 
2002 and The Chemical Industry and Globalization (Franklin Intl 
LLC, 2006).

A n n ua l Exchange and S tudy A b ro ad  
F a ir

Thursday, Oct. 5 from 11-3, in the Lake room, representatives 
from AHA-International NCSA, AustraLearn and the Institute for 
Study Abroad - Butler will be here to answer student and faculty 
questions. Reps are also interested in visiting your classroom 
(10-15 minutes). Please call Marsha Squires at 796-6455 to set up 
times and details.

If you have UAS faculty, staff, student or alumni news, please contact Kevin Myers at 796-6530 or media.info@uas.alaska.edu.
Layout by Alison Caputo. UAS is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.
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mailto:media.info@uas.alaska.edu


UA S K etch ikan  Professor Rick  
M cD onald  Publishes Cisco B ook

Rick McDonald co-authored Routers and Routing Basics CCNA 
2 Companion Guide (Cisco Networking Academy Program)

Rick teaches computer and networking at the UAS Ketchikan.
He holds a B.A. degree in English and an M.A. degree in 
Educational Technology from Gonzaga. Rick started in the Cisco 
Academy in North Carolina and taught CCNA and CCNP courses 
to students and was a CCNA Instructor Trainer. Previous Academy 
projects include authoring CCNP study guides and technical 
editing a previous edition of the CCNA 2 and 3 textbook. His 
current project is developing methods for delivering hands- 
on training via distance in Alaska using web conferencing and 
NETLAB(r) tools.

UA S A lu m n i &  Friends 7 th  A nnual 
B eer &  W in e  Tasting
Sample a variety of beer & wines and help raise money in support 
of scholarships!

Friday, October 27, 6-8 PM 

TK Maguire’s in the Prospector Hotel 

Heavy hors d’oeuvres

Must be 21 to attend -  ID required -  Ticket sales limited

Ticket Price: $25 Alumni & Friends Members,
$30 General Admission

For tickets or to join, contact the Alumni Office at 796-6569

O v e r $10 ,000  Raised fo r  th e  S tuck  
Fam ily

Susan Stuck, who worked for the Center for Teacher Education, 
lost her husband, Leon, in a tragic accident while he was on duty 
with the Forest Service. A silent auction was held to raise money 
for Susan and her four daughters before they returned to Idaho. 
Friends, family and co-workers at UAS and the Forest Service 
raised more than $10,000 for the family.

A memorial fund for Susan’s daughters has been set up at Wells 
Fargo Bank and a memorial service if you wish to contribute.

Facu lty  and S ta ff * * •
Rick Wolk joins MBA Faculty as an Assistant Professor of 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship. Rick brings to UAS over 20 
years of hands-on management, entrepreneurship, and marketing 
experience in the United States and in Canada. He is also co
founder of the successful outdoor recreation magazine, Alaska 
Coast.

• B.S. in Communication Studies, Northwestern University

• M.B.A., Kellogg School of Management (Northwestern 
University)

- Leeds Metropolitan University, A.B.D.

Flag Football K icko ff Sunday!
The Faculty and Staff Team kicks off its Flag Football title 

defense on Sunday a t 5 p m a t  Adair-Kennedy field at the UAS 
Flag Football Kickoff Extravaganza. Wayne Newton will sing the 
National Anthem and Tony Orlando and Dawn will provide the 
halftime entertainment, with former VP Dan Quale manning the 
opening coin flip duty.

"I’m just ready to get out there and start grabbing some flags 
for real,” said Prof. Mike Boyer. "It’s been a long off season, a long 
pre-season and we’re ready to defend out title.”

Due to slow ticket sales, the game will be blacked-out in the 
Juneau television market, so the only way to see the game is to 
attend.

Look in this Sunday's 
Juneau Empire and next 
Wednesday's Capital City 
Weekly for the University 
of Alaska Southeast's 50th 
Anniversary Supplement!
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SEPTEMBER 15
Linda Rosenthal and Bill Blush
S t r i n g s  a n d  St o r ies
Juneau violinist Linda Rosenthal and Los Angeles actor Bill Blush 
perform Strings and Stories, a blend of classic stories with classical music 
to create an entertaining and educational extravaganza!

Sep tem b er  22
Dr. Richard Nelson, Writer, and Cultural Anthropologist 
L E fT -h A N D E D  Po LAR BEARs .
Dr. Nelson will share his account of living near the Arctic Circle, his 
observations about polar bears and the indigenous knowledge that has 
been collected over thousands of years about the massive animals.

SEPTEMBER 2 9
UAS Associate Professor o f Geology and Environmental 
Science Cathy Conner and UAS Assistant Professor o f 
Anthropology Daniel Monteith 
U N c o v E R iN g  T h E  Pa s t  T h r o u g h  G E o L o g y  
a n d  A R C h E o L o g y .
Professors Conner and Monteith share surprising discoveries from their 
research of Auke Lake.

o c t o b e r  6
Camilo Mejia
G I r e sist e r , Co n s c ie n t io u s  O B jE C T o r ,
A N D  IR A q  W A R  V E T E R A N
Mejia explains his journey from enlisting into the US Army, serving in 
Iraq, applying for Conscientious Objector status to serving a one-year 
prison sentence in Fort Sill, Oklahoma for desertion.

Oc t o b er  13
Kate Sullivan, Assistant Professor o f Fisheries 
Technology
H A R M f u L  A L g A E  iN  ALAs KA's CoAsTAL 
WATERs: S h E L L f is h  A N D  Y o u R  H E A L T h
Professor Sullivan will talk about blooms of toxic algae in Alaska's 
waters, their impact on shellfish safety and public health and the 
citizen-based research response.

Schedule and locations are subject to change; check online at www.
uas.alaska.edu for the latest updates.

o c t o b e r  20
William Colby, Attorney, Author, and End-of-Life 
Advocate
U N P L u g g E D : R E C L A iM iN g  Ou r  R ig h T  T o  
d ie  in  A m e r ic a
Mr. Colby is well known for representing Nancy Cruzan's family before 
U.S. Supreme Court. The Cruzans fought on behalf of their daughter's 
care in a legal case that catapulted end-of-life issues to national 
attention.

o c t o b e r  2 7
Dr. James Darling, co-founder o f the West Coast Whale 
Research Foundation
W h y  D o  H u m pba ck s  W h A L E s  S iN g ?
Dr. James Darling, renowned whale researcher, will shed light on the 
reasoning behind whale vocalization.

No v e m b e r  3
Dr. Leroy Hood, President for Systems Biology 
N ew  Fr o n tier s  in  M e d ic in e : p r e d ic t iv e , 
p r e v e n t iv e , p e r s o n a liz e d  a n d  
P A R T iC iP A T o R y
Dr. Hood won the prestigious Lasker award, Kyoto Prize, and the 
Lemelson-MIT Prize as the inventor of the automated DNA sequencer 
that has transformed the scientific landscape and played a key role in 
the Human Genome Project.

No v e m b e r  10
UAS Assistant Professor Ernestine Hayes
b lo n d e  In d ia n : A n A la s k a  n a t iv e  
M e m o ir
Professor Hayes will present a reading and lecture on her new book, 
Blonde Indian: An Alaska Native Memoir. The work chronicles Hayes's life 
as a child in a Tlingit village to her life in Seattle and San Francisco and 
her journey back home to Alaska.

No v e m b e r  17
UAS Assistant Professor o f Accounting Anselm Staack 
H o w  T h E  Wo r ld  R E A L L y  Wo r k s
Professor Staack will explain how the public financial and fiscal 
process affects every Alaskan. He will examine the effects that political 
decisions have on Wall Street and the Federal Treasury.

EVENING AT EGAN
FALL LECTURE SERIES * U N IV E R S IT Y  O F A L A S K A  S O U T H E A S T

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/egan_lecture.html
http://www.uas.alaska.edu

