575 TLINGIT VERBS:

A STUDY OF TLINGIT VERB PARADIGMS

By

Keri M. Eggleston

RECOMMENDED: JYe @/L-/iﬂ“&/ ;/(%M épéi[hé@éﬂ@‘f/

APPROVED:

Advisory Committee Chair

Chair, Department of Linguistics

%@M

Dean ollege of Liberal Arts

Lol bl

ean of(/the Gra‘duate ScFogl

ZC,-‘ @M /’)/‘/

Date



575 TLINGIT VERBS:

ASTUDY OF TLINGIT VERB PARADIGMS

A

THESIS

Presented to the Faculty

of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements

for the Degree of

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

By

Keri M. Eggleston

Fairbanks, Alaska

May 2013



i1

ABSTRACT

The Tlingit language, indigenous to Southeast Alaska and neighboring parts of
British Columbia and the Yukon territory, is related to the Athabascan languages
and the recently extinct language Eyak. Like Athabascan and Eyak, Tlingit verbal
morphology is highly complex. The conjugation of Tlingit verbs is unpredictable in
certain respects, making the documentation of verb forms from native speakers
critical, due to the highly endangered state of the language, and because this has
never before been documented for Tlingit. The objectives of the research presented
here are twofold: 1) to document complete paradigms for 575 verbs, and; 2) to
create a reference for second language learners and teachers of Tlingit. For each of
the verbs included in the research, twelve modes were systematically documented
through consultation with a group of native speakers. The newly documented forms
were compiled into a database using Toolbox software and additionally organized
into a user-friendly online database, hosted on the Goldbelt Heritage Foundation
website. Based on the documented forms, descriptions of each of the twelve modes
were written, with second language students and teachers as the target audience.
The descriptions of each mode include information pertaining to the semantics,
morphology, and verb stem variation, and are intended to assist second language
learners in mastering the difficult task of conjugating Tlingit verbs. Another critical
item included for each verb entry is the verb theme, which illustrates all of its
component parts including thematic prefix, conjugation prefix, classifier, and stem.
The accompanying detailed description of each element of the verb theme serves as
a grammatical sketch of the Tlingit verb for language learners. An additional result
of the research is a set of nine prefix combination charts. Because the Tlingit verb
has many prefix positions, there are a number of regular contractions that take
place in conjugating a verb. The prefix combination charts illustrate the regular
contractions that take place between the thematic prefixes, conjugation prefixes,
aspect prefixes, subject prefixes, and classifiers, to name a few. These charts show

language learners how to switch between subject prefixes for a given verb.
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1. Introduction

Tlingit is an indigenous language of Southeast Alaska and the neighboring parts of
British Columbia and the Yukon Territory. Tlingit makes up one branch of the Na-
Dene language family, Athabascan and Eyak comprising the other two. There are
four major dialects of Tlingit, all of which are mutually intelligible: Northern,
Transitional Southern, Sanya-Henya, and Tongass (Leer 1991). The research
presented here is largely based on the Northern dialect, as most project consultants
are speakers of the Northern dialect. A few consultants however, are from the
villages of Angoon and Kake. While Angoon is generally considered part of the
Northern dialect and Kake the Transitional Southern dialect, research presented
here finds that the two share a common feature which distinguishes them from their
northern counterparts. For many verb stems containing the vowel ei in the
Northern dialect, Angoon and Kake pronounce ee. For example, akgwak’éix’‘he’s
going to gaff it’, as pronounced in the northern dialect, would be pronounced
akgwak’éex’in Angoon and Kake. Wherever found, such variant stem forms are

documented in each verb entry on the CD that accompanies this dissertation.

Although there is a swelling movement of dedicated second language learners,
Tlingit is an endangered language. A current list of speakers in both the US and
Canada, naming individuals, totals 114. Nearly all of these native speakers are over

80; younger exceptions are those who were raised by their grandparents.

1.1 Previous Research
Tlingit enjoys a relatively substantial body of work in and about the language. [ will

review here those most relevant to the present research.

Krauss (1976) lists several early European explorers who documented short
wordlists of Tlingit, beginning with Chirikov in 1741, which marks the first

European contact with the Tlingit. The Russian priest Veniaminov however, was the



first to produce a Tlingit grammar (1846). Veniaminov’s grammar, though brief,
covers the major word classes, identifies several verbal modes and tenses, provides
a sample conjugation, and includes an extensive wordlist. Kelly and Willard (1905)
offer complete conjugations of seven different verbs and includes the most
comprehensive vocabulary at the time. However, their analysis of Tlingit is very
English-centric. For example, several verbs are listed in the adjective section,
presumably because of their English translations, and ‘to have’, a locative

construction in Tlingit, is presented as a present-tense verb in the indicative mood.

Boas (1917) is the first comprehensive account of Tlingit grammar, and provides the
foundation for contemporary work in Tlingit linguistics. His description of the basic
patterns of stem variation is still followed almost 100 years later, though the
determining underlying phonomena came later. His analysis of the verbal
morphology is extensive, most notably his description of the classifier system. The
vocabulary includes a substantial list of verb themes, many for which he

documented the possible classifier-root combinations.

The next ground-breaking body of work in Tlingit linguistics comes in the form of
master’s theses by Constance Naish (1966) and Gillian Story (1966). Theirs were the
most extensive analyses of the language at the time, and provided the most accurate
account of the verb. The two theses overlap somewhat in content, with Story
focusing on morphology and Naish on syntax. Naish and Story’s (1973) verb
dictionary remains the most comprehensive published documentation of verb
themes, containing definitions and example sentences for about 2,200 themes. The
verbs in the Tlingit index are presented as themes and include any thematic
prefixes, the classifier, and verb stem. Because it does not document the conjugation
prefix, stem variation, or imperfective types for each verb, it lacks the critical
information for conjugating the verb. The only spoken forms of the verbs included

are in the example sentences provided in the English index. As such, it is mainly



used by advanced learners for looking up the English definition of Tlingit verb
themes. Because it is quite comprehensive in terms of the number of verb themes
included, it is a valuable source for selecting new themes to research and for cross-

referencing entries in the present research.

Foundational to the present research is Leer’s (1991) dissertation, which provides a
detailed analysis of the Tlingit verb, including the structure of the verb complex, the
order of verbal affixes and their associated morphophonological rules, the
morphology and semantics of each verb mode, and patterns of verb stem variation.
This highly technical dissertation is intended for readers with a substantial
background in linguistics and was a critical resource to the present research. A
series of handwritten notebooks containing original research by Leer recently
became available through the ANLC archives. These notebooks are the foundation of
Leer’s dissertation and Interior Tlingit Noun Dictionary (2001). Notes on the verb
entries include the verb theme, some conjugated forms and many example

sentences.

Nora Marks Dauenhauer and Richard Dauenhauer have published a four-volume
series titled Classics of Tlingit Oral Literature, consisting in part of transcriptions of
speeches given by native speakers of Tlingit. These are bilingual texts with Tlingit
and facing English translations. The first three volumes (1987), (1990), and (1994)
served as a valuable source to the present research for cross-referencing verb forms

and obtaining select verbs in context.

Edwards (2009a) is the first dictionary of Tlingit to include all word classes and
conjugated forms of the verbs. The example sentences for each entry provided a
source for obtaining conjugated verb forms and for selecting new verbs to research

for the present project.



Cable has produced a number of publications, some theoretical and others
descriptive in nature. Cable (2011) analyzes insubordination in Tlingit, where
phrases bearing subordinate marking do not actually function as subordinate
phrases in the sentence. Cable (2010) examines pied-piping (the change of a
language’s basic word order due to the presence of an interrogative word) with
evidence from Tlingit. Cable (2008) discusses A-scrambling in Tlingit (a
phenomenon involving the subject and object of the sentence switching places,
where the object comes before the subject). Cable (2005) is an alaysis of
portmanteau allomorphy in Tlingit, looking at certain contractions of verbal
prefixes. His most recent research resulted in a report detailing his findings
regarding the modal force and permissible conversational backgrounds of the future

and potential modes, and the semantics of the conditional and decessive (2012).

Crippen has produced a number of critical manuscripts covering a wide range of
topics. In Crippen (2012), which is a comprehensive description of the structure of
the Tlingit verb, he synthesizes the work of previous researchers, lending much
clarity and insight into the topics presented. Crippen (2013) was compiled for a
seminar he taught and provides a basic overview of Tlingit phonology, morphology,

and syntax.

This dissertation is the first systematic document organizing the conjugated forms
of Tlingit verbs and the first to unpackage and present information pertaining to
conjugating Tlingit verbs in a pedagogical manner. There are six to seven critical
forms that one must know in order to predict all other forms of a Tlingit verb, this
discussed in more detail in Section 1.4. The goal of the present research is twofold:
1) to document the critical forms of several hundred Tlingit verbs, and; 2) to make
the complex system of Tlingit verb conjugations accessible to the average learner.
Note that I follow Leer (1991) in using the term “mode” throughout this dissertation

as a cover term for inflectional categories traditionally called “tense/aspect/mood”



in other languages. Example Tlingit modes are imperfective, perfective, and future.
The chapters describing each verb mode are written to the average language learner

and are intended as a tool for learning the patterns of Tlingit verb conjugations.

1.2 Tlingit Sound Inventory and Orthography

The first practical orthography of Tlingit was developed in the 1960’s by Constance
Naish and Gillian Story and was published in Naish & Story (1969). Discovering a
few pedagogical difficulties with the system, Nora Marks Dauenhauer, Richard
Dauenhauer, and Jeff Leer collaborated on a revision of the orthography in which an
underscore (rather than an h) was used to indicate a uvular consonant (k, g, x
instead of kh, gh, xh), and the letters representing vowels were regularized so that
short vowels were written with one letter (a, i, e, u) and long vowels with two letters
(aa, ee, ei, 00). (The Naish-Story system had u in place of a, o in place of u, and a in
place of aa). This new version was published in Florendo (1972) and has since been
the standard Coastal orthography. (Note that Interior Tlingit uses a different
orthography, in which h is used to indicate a uvular consonant and vowels are all
represented with one letter, length and tone indicated by different accent marks.
You can find the details on the Yukon Native Language Center website at:
www.ynlc.ca/languages/tl/tlalphabet.pdf). Table 1 lists the consonants found in the
Northern Tlingit dialect. Where the orthography differs from the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), the IPA symbol is given to the right of the letter in
brackets. The lowercase g with an underscore (the letter used to represent a uvular
unaspirated stop) poses a problem in most fonts, as the underscore can be very
difficult to see. The font chosen here is Cambria, which shows the underscore better

than most (compare g (no underscore) with g (underscore)).


http://www.ynlc.ca/languages/tl/tlalphabet.pdf

Table 1. Consonant Inventory for Northern Tlingit

Alveolar Post- Velar Uvular Glott
alveolar al
central | lateral plain | labial plain | labial
unaspirated | d g gw[g¥] | gle] | gw[e™ [
Stop aspirated t k kw k"] | k[q] | kw[q¥]
glottalized | t' K’ k'w k'[q7 | K'w[q™]
[k™]

unaspirated | 4, [dz] | di[dR] |j[dg]

Affricate :
aspirated | s[ts] | [eH] | ch ]

glOttaliZed ts’ [tsl] t’ [tq_r] ch’ [U‘,]

voiceless S 1[1] sh [f] X xw [x¥] | x[x] | xw[x"] h
Fricative glOttaliZed I [l,l] X' W Kr [Xr] K'W [er]
[x'*]
Nasal n
Approximant v [i] ¥ [w] w

Table 2 lists the vowels in Northern Tlingit. The IPA symbol is given in brackets to
the right of the letter. Northern Tlingit has a two-tone system in which vowels have
either high or low tone. High vowel tone is represented by an acute accent () over
the vowel, as in shd ‘head’. For long vowels, the tone is indicated above the first
vowel letter only, as in shda ‘women’. For vowels with low tone, the tone is

unmarked, as in shaa ‘mountain’.

Table 2. Vowel Inventory for Northern Tlingit

Long Short/Reduced
ee [i] i[]
ei [e1] e [€]
00 [u] u [0]
aa [a1] 3[4l

1.3 Overview of Tlingit Verb Structure
The verb in Tlingit carries much of the information of the clause - in fact, many

natural Tlingit sentences consist solely of a single verb. Consequently, the verb in




Tlingit houses most of the grammatical complexity of the language, and is therefore
something that learners truly must master in order to make themselves understood.
In addition to its grammatical importance, the verbal morphology of Tlingit is highly
complex. The Tlingit verb is templatic in structure, having eleven distinct prefix and
suffix positions by Story and Naish’s count (1973:349), thirteen by Leer’s count
(1991:Figure 17) and twenty-five by Crippen’s count (2012:Table 10). Note that the
discrepancy arises from whether or not bound phrases and auxiliaries are
considered part of the verb template, and whether certain affixes are considered to
hold the same position (or “order” as they are called in the linguistic literature).
Table 3 illustrates the concept of a verb template and its component positions. Each
piece of information attached to the verb stem (subject, object, time reference, etc.)
must occur in a specific position in the template in relation to the others. (Note that

each of the components in Table 3 will be discussed in detail in Chapter 2).

Table 3. Sample Verb Template

object | perfective | subject | classifier | verb stem

To further illustrate, consider Example (1) below. The first line given is the spoken
form of the verb in Tlingit. The second line breaks the verb into its component parts.
The third line gives an English translation and/or the position label of each
component. The fourth line is the English translation of the verb. This example
serves to illustrate the templatic nature of Tlingit, and shows that each component

belongs in a specified position, following the order given in Table 3 above.

(1) iwtusiteen
i- wu- tu- Si- -teen
you (object) perfective  we (subject) classifier see (verb stem)

‘we saw you'.





http://www.goldbeltheritage.org/verbs/verbs/tlingit/1
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































