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Update on health benefits
The ad hoc health care task forces have been working to 

compile recommendations for short and mid-term solutions to 
control and cover projected health care costs. The 
recommendations are expected to be finished by Feb. 12.

The University has ordered that three separate areas of the 
health care program be audited. An independent audit of 
Aetna’s handling of claims in being conducted by William M. 
Mercer, Inc. KPMG Peat Marwick is conducting a review of 
Aetna’s year-end accounting. Randy Weaver, director of 
statewide Internal Audit for UA, is auditing peak-claim months 
for fiscal 1992 to verify eligibility of claimants. The results of 
these audits will be reviewed in advance of any final decisions 
concerning plan changes. The audits are expected to be 
completed within two weeks.

Any change or charges to implemented between now and 
July 1 , 1994, should be announced by March 1993, according to 
Patty Kastelic, executive director of Human Resources.

A permanent system-wide Benefits Advisory Group is being 
established. The group will be charged with developing a plan, 
in cooperation with University Governance and Human 
Resources staff, to cover current costs and make decisions about 
the program.

President’s special projects fund
Each year the University of Alaska Foundation allocates 

approximately $75,000 to the President to award grants for 
special projects that cannot be funded by the general fund or 
other University of Alaska Foundation funds. The President 
awards between $15,000 - $18,750 at the beginning of each 
quarter.

Proposals are accepted quarterly (March, June, September, 
and December) and must be received in the Chancellor’s Office 
by the second Friday of the month. March proposals are due on 
or before Friday, March 12. Other submission dates for this year 
are June 11, September 10, and December 10. Please contact 
Shirley Andersen, x509, for detailed guidelines.

Newspapers are now available
Due to popular demand the UAS Bookstore is selling the 

Juneau Empire, which is delivered late afternoon. They also 
carry the Seattle P.I., Wall Street Journal, Anchorage Daily 
News, and Barron’s Weekly. The papers are usually delivered 
about noon on weekdays.

Ketchikan news briefs
• While the Ketchikan campus-based Visitor 

Industry Program (VIP) was getting under way in 
Juneau, program coordinator Judy Doyon was 
welcoming another international student. Iceland 
native Jenny Einarsdottir enrolled in the VIP degree 
program in Ketchikan as classes started January 25. 
Einarsdottir found VIP while she was on the East 
Coast searching for a tourism-related degree program. 
After reading about UAS’s training program for 
visitor-industry careers, she visited Ketchikan last 
year.

Ketchikan campus gets a bonus out of 
Einarsdottir’s relocation. She brought along her 
daughter, Rakel Pordardottir, who also enrolled at 
Ketchikan campus. Pordardottir will study English 
and computer science.

• The library at Ketchikan campus is beneficiary 
of a former law-maker turned law-giver. Cheri Davis, 
a member of the state House of Representatives from 
1988-92, recently bequeathed to the campus her 
current, complete set of Alaska Statutes. The library 
did not have the state’s lawbooks until Davis, a part
time student, made the donation.

Get ready for 
new phones

A new phone 
system for the Juneau 
campus is expected to 
be installed later this 
month. The project is 
part of the giant 
conversion to a new 
phone system for state 
agencies in Juneau.

Faculty and staff can avoid the confusion of 
confronting those new phones - including all those 
strange new buttons - by viewing a special video that 
explains the new system’s features. The video will 
be shown at noon (Bring your lunch!) on Tuesday, 
Feb. 9 and noon, Feb. 11 in the student study lounge 
in the Mourant Building. The video lasts about 20 
minutes.



Health information program approved
The Academic Curriculum Committee and Faculty Senate have 

approved a new program, Associate of Applied Science for Health 
Information Management, to be offered by the Sitka campus.

The Health Information Management (HIM) program provides a 
course of study, using primarily distance delivery methods, for entry- 
level health information professionals. Graduates may obtain positions 
in medical record services or other administrative departments in acute 
care or speciality hospitals, insurance companies, long-term care nursing 
centers, state and federal agencies, and physicians’ offices and clinics. 
This program is pursuing accreditation by the American Medical 
Association’s Committee on Allied Health Education and Accreditation 
(AMA/CAHEA) in collaboration with the American Health Information 
Management Association’s Council on Education.

Other Curriculum Committee and Faculty Senate items passed:
New:
RUSS 201/202 Intermediate Russian I/II,
New Grading Policy to include pluses and minuses.
Deletions:
BIOL 343 Bacteriology, BIOL 414 Comparative Physiology, THR 

241 Basic Stagecraft
Changes:
BIOL 426 Ornithology (change in lab hours), ED 333 The Learner 

& the Learning (description change), MATH 055/107 
Fundamentals of Algebra/College Algebra (credit change), SPC 
237/241 Interpersonal Communication/Public Speaking 
(description change), BA 487 International Business 
(description change), BLA (program change), B.Ed. in Early 
Childhood Education (program change), B.Ed. in 
Elementary Education, (program change), English as a 
Second Language, (policy change), Early Childhood 
Credentials (program change), Early Childhood 
Endorsement (program change), ECON 350 Money & 
Banking (program change), ENGL 110 Basic Writing 
(description change), ENGL 111/211 Freshman/Intermediate 
Composition (title/description change), ENGL 335 
Teaching Grammar & Composition (description change), 
ENGL 461 Writer’s Workshop (description change).

Congratulations!
Congratulations are in order for UAS faculty and staff. We 

recently learned that in FY90 no lost-time work injuries were 
reported on any of the campuses at the University of Alaska 
Southeast. Since there is a two-year period for filing claims, we 
are only now able to acknowledge this achievement.

Our work performance success doesn’t just happen— it results 
from hard and diligent work. You are all to be commended for 
your efforts to make the University a safer place as well as for all 
your other contributions.

Soundings is published by the UAS Office of Public 
Information. It is distributed to UAS employees each pay 
period, and to others upon written request. The deadline 
for submissions is Tuesday noon prior to that Friday's 
publication. Send submissions to 11120 Glacier High
way, Juneau, Alaska 99801, 789-4530.

Petty Cash notes
Scott Clark, our petty cash 

person, will be out of the office 
February 11-16, 1993.

Sitka news briefs
• The Northwest Coast Arts program, held 

each January on the Sitka Campus, drew 69 
students for two weeks of intensive studio work. 
Visiting faculty included Ernest Smeltzer, Rita 
Blumenstein, Delores Churchill, and Dempsey 
Bob, presenting workshops in Northwest Coast 
Design, Traditional Toolmaking & Carving,
Natural Dyes, and Basketry. A President’s 
Special Projects Grant funded ten travel 
scholarships for students from outside the Sitka 
area to attend.

• The National Center on Adult Learning has 
invited the Sitka Campus director and two faculty 
members to make a presentation at their national 
conference, to be held June 16-18 in Saratoga 
Springs, New York. Faculty Carol Liberty and 
Kathie Etulain, along with Elaine Sunde, will 
discuss development of the health information 
management associate degree, in a presentation 
entitled “The Alaska Challege: Developing a 
Distance-Delivered, Competency-Based 
Program.” The theme of the national conference 
is “HIGHER EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT.”

Freebies
We are cleaning house in the lower level of the 

Mourant Building and have a few items free for the 
taking. On Tuesday, Feb. 9, and Wednesday, Feb. 
10, items will be on display in the mail room of the 
Mourant Building, room 114. The selection ranges 
from book ends, paperclip holders, lamps, and 
drawer organizers to a postal scale. After 
Wednesday, they will go to surplus property. Stop 
by and see if there is anything you can use in your 
office. F irst come, first served.

Calendar
February

8 Chancellor & Governance Presidents—1:30-
2:30 p.m,

9 Academic Deans/Directors—1:30-5:00 p.m.

10 Chancellor’s Cabinet—Full day

11 Professional Development Wrkshp—CCR

12 Juneau Campus Council, CCR, 11:30 a.m, -
1:30 p.m.

15  Alumni Association at Bill Ray Center—5:00
p.m.

16  Commencement Committee—CCR

18 Professional Development Workshop —CCR
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