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Come help decorate for Tuxedo Junction
This afternoon and most of the day tomorrow, there will be several people setting up 

for Tuxedo Junction at Centennial Hall. They will be busy transforming the ballroom, 
lobbies, and other areas into the French Quarter of New Orleans. If you would like to 
help, stop by the hall and give a hand. As much help as possible is needed.

Tickets are available at the UAS cashier until 
5:00 today for S35, and at the door tomorrow night 
for S45. If you want a seat reservation, you must 
buy it at the cashiers office today!

Classified Association News
University of Alaska President Jerome Komisar met with Classified President Donna 

Chantry, Faculty Senate President-Elect Wally Olson and Greg Norman representing 
student government and the Whalesong on Tuesday, October 15. A variety of topics 
were covered. President Komisar spoke about his visions for the University and his 
resource allocation model (used for budget purposes), issues that are of interest to 
faculty, staff and students across the three UAS campuses. All felt it was an excellent 
meeting and invited President Komisar to return to meet with all UAS governance 
groups and employees in the near future.

Ketchikan was the destination for Donna Chantry and Vice President Lowell Ellis on 
October 16. They flew to Ketchikan and conducted a legislative workshop on Wednes
day afternoon. They returned to campus Wednesday evening to meet informally with 
students and discuss topics of interest to them.

On Thursday, October 17, Donna and Lowell met with Erma Mead, member of the 
Ketchikan Campus Advisory Council to discuss matters related to the UAS budget and 
ways the Advisory Council can help in the legislature. They then conducted the very 
well attended Classified meeting. Following the meeting, they met with Ketchikan 
Campus Director, Dr. Fran Feinerman before returning to Juneau Thursday afternoon.

On Friday, the University of Alaska General Assembly held its fall meeting. Mem
bers in Ketchikan and Sitka participated as well as faculty, student and classified 
employees in Juneau. The participation was outstanding. Those in attendance were able 
to hear discussions with President Komisar, Vice President for Finance Brian Rogers and 
the new Executive Director for Human Resources Patty Kastelik.

Coming up next week, Donna will be in Anchorage (weather permitting) November 
6, 7 and 8 for a meeting of the General Assembly Executive Committee and the Board of 
Regents Meeting. Lowell will be attending the Board of Regents Meeting as well. A 
report on those meetings will be provided when they return.

Chancellor Lind will be the guest speaker at the Classified meeting on November 14. 
He will be making a presentation on the UAS budget and the University of Alaska 
budget. This meeting is open to anyone who is interested in hearing the presentation.
The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. in the Chancellor's Conference Room in Juneau. The 
bridge number for those calling in is 1-800-478-5040.

News Briefs
Executive Committee to 
meet in Anchorage

The Executive Committee of the 
University of Alaska General Assem
bly will meet Wednesday, November 
6, 1991, beginning at 9:30 a.m. in room 
212 of the Campus Center at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. 
Agenda items include academic 
freedom, university approaches to 
borough governance, and long-range 
planning with regents. Other agenda 
items may be submitted through the 
members of the Executive Committee 
to the General Assembly office by 
Friday, October 25, 1991. For further 
information contact Pat Ivey, Execu
tive Officer, General Assembly, phone 
474-7232, fax 474-5140, VAXID: 
SYGA.

Board of Regent also to 
meet in Anchorage

The University of Alaska Board of 
Regents is scheduled to hold regular 
meetings of its standing committees 
and the full board on Thursday and 
Friday, November 7-8, 1991, begin
ning at approximately 8 a.m. each day 
in the South Wing of the Campus 
Center Cafeteria, located on the 
Anchorage campus.

A wide variety of topics have been 
scheduled for the agenda.

These meetings are open to the 
public. Agendas will be available for 
public inspection at all campus 
libraries approximately five days prior 
to the meeting.



Good essay examinations allow students to not only demonstrate what they have 
learned, but also to connect ideas or approach the course material in new ways. A 
carefully constructed essay exam question can save students time by not making them 
spend time trying to figure out what you want them to do; avoid ambiguous terms or 
conflicting instructions. The following is a checklist for evaluating essay exam ques
tions (excerpt from Improving Student Writing):

1. Is the question phrased clearly and specifically?
2. What knowledge is the question intended to elicit?
3. What writing skills does the question require of the student?
4. Does the question clearly specify the mode of development required (e.g., 

comparison, description, evaluation)?
5. Is the student given adequate time in which to answer the question?
6. Did the course adequately prepare the student to answer the question?
7. Is the basis for evaluating the student's response clearly specified?
8. In what way is responding to this question a learning experience for the student?
9. What relationships, if any, exist between the examination as a written assignment 

and other written assignments in the course?
With careful planning, essay exams can provide an additional learning experience for 

your students while not overburdening you by your trying to respond to weak or 
inappropriate student responses.

Notes From Personnel
Open Enrollment: All employees will have the opportunity to select, change, or stop 
any of the supplemental benefits and reimbursement accounts for calendar year 1992. 
The month of November has been designated as the month of open enrollment. All 
permanent employees will receive a letter, optional selection form, and rate sheet mailed 
to their home address. All optional selection forms must be received in Personnel by 
November 27, 1991. Please contact Irene at x473 if you do not receive your materials 
or if you have any questions.
Benefits Fair: Personnel would like to thank all employees that participated in the 
Annual Benefits Fair this year. Employees that participated had the opportunity to win 
door prizes. The door prize winners are as follows: Sitka Campus-Colleen Dahlquist, 
Ketchikan Campus-Laura MacDonald, and Juneau Campus-Debbie Gleaton. They 
won a shirt donated by Juneau Bookstore and a car wash kit. The grand prize winner 
was Ron Kleinenberg of Juneau Campus, he won a S40.00 gift certificate for J.C. 
Penney's (donated by Standard Insurance Company).
Pension Rates of Return: Listed below are the rates of return for both fixed and equity
funds. You can access these figures by logging onto the VAX system. Type EXP 
SYPENSN at the S prompt. The monthly rates will display. *

Fixed Equity
January 1991 .68% 8.44%
February .63% 11.4%
March .68% 1.65%
April .65% .62%
May .65% 1.47%
June .64% -6.39%
July * 7.99%
August * 6.23%
September * 1.42% *Unavailable at this time

Remember the next pension election change form must be received in our office by 
December 15, 1991 to be effective January 1, 1992.

Tourism Workshop
The UAS, Visitor Industry Program, 

in conjunction with the Southeast 
Alaska Tourism Council and the 
Alaska Tourism Marketing Council, is 
conducting two day-long conferences 
titled "Packaging Tourism for Fall- 
Winter-Spring: Turning on the 'off 
season in Southeast Alaska. "

The first day of the conference will 
be held in Ketchikan on the UAS 
Ketchikan campus on Monday, 
November 18, 1991. The second will 
be held at the Baranof Hotel in Juneau 
on Tuesday, November 19, 1991.

The conference will bring together 
operators who offer a fall-winter-spring 
product They will attempt to develop 
tour packages which will entice visitors 
to come to southeast during the fall, 
winter, and spring seasons.

The deadline for registration is 
November 10, 1991. To register, fax 
or mail a registration form to: C.L. 
Cheshire, Southeast F-W-S Conference 
Committee, Economic Development 
Center, UAS-Ketchikan, 7th & 
Madison, Ketchikan, AK 99901.

Calendar
November

2 Tuxedo Junction 
Centennial Hall 
8-2 a.m.

8 Academic Curriculum 
Committee 3-5 p.m. 
CCR

14 Classified Association 
10-11:30 a.m. CCR

15 Juneau Campus Planning 
Committee 8:30 a.m.-noon 
CCR
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