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Walz at City Lights in San Francisco

Walz gave opening remarks, a commentary and the talk, "The
Genealogy of Fantomas - From Lacenaire to Ravachol via Rocambole."

Associate Professor of History Robin Walz was an invited participant 
at "Fantomas by the Bay" in San Francisco organized by City Lights 
Bookstore in cooperation with the Cultural Services of the French 
Consulate and the Mechanics Institute Library. The conference on the 
fictional and infamous French film villain took place April 6-9. Walz 
gave opening remarks, a commentary and the talk, "The Genealogy 
of Fantomas - From Lacenaire to Ravachol via Rocambole." Robin 
Walz teaches courses in history and European popular culture at the 
University of Alaska Southeast in Juneau. He has written for 
McSweeney's, contributed to the anthology The Re-Enchantment of 
the World: Secular Magic in a Rational Age, edited by Joshua Landy 
and Michael Saler, published by Stanford University Press, and 
written introductions to several books and art exhibits dealing with 
French popular culture. Together with Elliot Smith he is the founder 
of the Fantomas Website: www.fantomas-lives.com .

http://www.fantomas-lives.com


Alaska Native Oratory Statewide Competition 
2011

University of Alaska Southeast students placed in each category at the 
annual Alaska Native Oratory Society Statewide Competition on 
Saturday April 16.

The event is hosted by UAA's Alaska Native Studies 

program. Eighteen students competed in four speaking 

categories: Oratory, Storytelling, Native Language and 

Commemorative Narration. Judges and audience members 

related how the speeches were "powerful," "moving," and 

"very well done."

Konrad Frank received Honors in Oratory and 2nd place in 

Commemorative Narration. Joe Yates placed 3rd in 

Storytelling for Haida War Canoe and 2nd in Native 

Language for What Can We Do To Stop. Julianne Frank 

received Honors in Native Language for Revitalization of the 

Tlingit Language.



Celebration of Faculty Excellence

May 2, 2:30pm-4pm

The UAS Office of the Provost will be holding a Celebration 

of Faculty Excellence on May 2, 2:30-4:00pm in the Glacier 

View Room to
1. Recognize those tenured faculty and long-time terms (10+ years) 

who are leaving UAS
2. Honor the recipients of the UAS Faculty Excellence Awards in 

Teaching, Research, Service, and Adjunct Instruction

The three individuals in category 1 above are Dr. Clive 

Thomas, Dr. Jane Terzis, and Dr. Jonathan Anderson 

The four recipients of Faculty Excellence Awards are:
• Marquam George 

Teaching
• Kevin Maier 

Service
• Eran Hood 

Research
• Fran Polumsky 

Adjunct Instruction

The UAS community and the general public are invited 
to celebrate these faculty at this special event!



Commencement 2011

University of Alaska Southeast Commencement Ceremonies are taking 
place the weekend of April 29-May 1 in Sitka, Ketchikan and Juneau.

Preliminary numbers show a total of 539 students are 

scheduled to graduate from the three UAS campuses; a 

42% increase of graduates over 2010. The increase is in 

part due to new graduates in a Masters of Educational 

Leadership program and an Occupational Endorsement in 

Law Enforcement from the Sitka campus. UAS Chancellor 

John Pugh will attend all ceremonies. University of Alaska 

Regent Carl Marrs will assist in bestowing degrees at the 

Sitka and Ketchikan ceremonies. Regent Timothy Brady will 

do the same at the Ketchikan and Juneau ceremonies.

The 2011 Commencement ceremony for Sitka students is 

Friday, April 29, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. at Harrigan Centennial 

Hall. The student speaker is Deborah Miller who will be 

receiving an AAS in Health Information Management with 

the faculty response from the program's director Leslie 

Gordon. The Sitka commencement speaker is Mollie Kabler, 

Director of Coast Alaska, Public Radio for Southeast Alaska. 

UA President Patrick Gamble will be present at the 

ceremony.

The Ketchikan ceremony will be held Saturday, April 30 at 

3:00 PM at the Ted Ferry Civic Center. This year's 

commencement keynote speaker is Ketchikan Chamber of 

Commerce Citizen of the Year, Ed Zastrow. UAS Ketchikan 

Professor of Anthropology and Sociology Priscilla Schulte will 

help bestow honors and degrees at the ceremony.

The Juneau ceremony is Sunday, May 1 at 2 p.m. at the 

UAS Rec Center. The Juneau commencement speaker and 

Honorary Doctorate of Education recipient is Annie Calkins. 

Calkins is a long time advocate for public education in



Alaska. She is currently a force working to provide culturally 

sensitive and significant education to Alaska Native 

students. The student speaker and outstanding student in 

English is Grace Lumba, nominated for her consistently high 

quality academic work, and for bringing poetry and media to 

life on campus and in the broader community. Regents 

Kenneth J. Fisher and Robert Martin are scheduled to join 

Regent Brady in assisting Chancellor Pugh and Provost 

Richard A. Caulfield in conferring of degrees.



Mt. Edgecumbe High School Students present at 
ASSEF

Three projects, won their category competition.

Eight Mt. Edgecumbe High School students enrolled in UAS 

Sitka's BIOL S193 Molecular Ecology class participated in 

the Alaska State Science and Engineering Fair (ASSEF) in 

Anchorage March 19th. This dual enrollment class focuses 

on students developing and completing original research on 

locally relevant biological questions and is taught by Kitty 

LaBounty, Assistant Professor of Biology at UAS and Chohla 

Moll from Mt. Edgecumbe High School. The ISEF affiliated 

event is a juried poster session with preliminary and final 

rounds. Students enter their project in a specific category, 

e.g. microbiology, plant sciences, Biochemistry, computer 

science, engineering, etc. Three projects, won their 

category competition. The winning project in the 

Microbiology section that of Deedre Deaton and Abigayle 

Fisher, The microbial communities associated with the 

rhizosphere of healthy and unhealthy stands of 

Chamaecyparis nootkatensis.

Two students, 

Catherine 

Riley and 

Talia

Ayunerak won 

the plant 

sciences 

category with 

their projects; 

Molecular



comparison of

Vaccinium ovalifolium and Vaccinium alaskense and 

Taxonomic Examination of Cornus Canadensis, Cornus 

suecica, and Cornus unalaschensis using Molecular Methods. 

Richard Corbett's project The Identification of Nitrifying 

Bacteria over a Course of Time in the Indian Riparian Zone 

won the Society for InVitro Biology Award by an 11th grade 

student.

The Mt. Edgecumbe team also won the best school projects 

award and Ms. Chohla Moll won the best high school science 

teacher.

Photo: Talia Ayunerak with her winning project.



Summer Construction in Juneau

Work to start May 2 and completed by Aug. 1.

Over the summer, Southeast Earthmovers will be 

reconstructing the sewage lift station located between 

Hendrickson Annex and Auke Lake. They will begin May 2 

and expect to complete work by August 1. For most of this 

time, there will be no access to the float and lake, only a 

giant mudhole. There will be excavation on the north and 

north east sides of Soboleff, and the contractor will be using 

the entire area between and around Soboleff Annex, 

Hendrickson Annex, and the kiln for work, materials staging, 

and construction vehicles. There will be no parking in this 

area for the duration of the project. There will be no parking 

along the access road to the annexes, as that will be heavily 

used by construction equipment and vehicles. Your 

cooperation is appreciated.

Please contact Ke Mell, x6480 or kmell@uas.alaska.edu with 

questions or concerns.

mailto:kmell@uas.alaska.edu


Ray Publication

Ray argues that the crisis of undocumented immigration in the border 
wildernesses is more a crisis of human security than it is one of national 
or environmental security.

Sarah Jaquette Ray, Assistant Professor of English, 

published her article, "Endangering the Desert:

Immigration, the Environment, and Security in the Arizona- 

Mexico Borderland," in the (late) Autumn 2010 issue of 

ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature and 

Environment. In this article, Ray draws on field research in 

Organ Pipe Monument and the Coronado Forest to argue 

that the crisis of undocumented immigration in the border 

wildernesses is more a crisis of human security than it is 

one of national or environmental security, despite 

anti-immigrant 'green' rhetoric that calls for more walls and 

border patrol presence to stem the 'tide' of immigration. 

Such rhetoric passes xenophobia as ecological sensitivity 

and resuscitates a tradition of 'green hate' among 

environmentalists, while it ignores the broader geopolitical 

and economic contexts that drive immigrants into delicate 

border environments. Check it out at the Egan Library!



Arts and Sciences Retirements

Clive Thomas and Jane Terzis

Clive Thomas, Professor of 

Political Science, is leaving after 

more than 30 years of teaching 

at the University of Alaska 

Southeast. Thomas taught 

everything from Introduction to 

American government and 

political theory to Latin 

American politics and special 

interests groups. Thomas is also 

a prolific writer, publishing some 

13 books and over 40 articles 

and book chapters. His most 

recent book Alaska Politics and Public Policy: The Dynamics 

o f Beliefs, Institutions, Personalities and Power will be 

published by the University of Alaska Press in 2012.

Thomas was also instrumental in the founding and 

continued success of the UA Legislative Internship Program, 

which pairs students with Alaska State Representatives for a 

legislative session, giving students real-life experiences of 

politics and public process. More than 200 students went 

through this program and some went on to work for the 

State Legislature or even become legislators themselves. 

Thomas is the winner of multiple Fulbright and National 

Science Foundation awards and has worked as a consultant 

to both foreign countries and local groups.

Jane Terzis, Assistant Professor 

of Art and Humanities 

Department Chair is retiring 

after more than three decades



on the UAS Juneau campus. She 

started at UAS in 1980 (then 

Juneau Douglas Community 

College) as an Artist- 

In-Residence. Her charge at the 

time was directing the Arts-In- 

The-Prisons program for the

University of Alaska. This

program established GED and AA degree programs in visual, 

literary and performing arts in all of the prisons in the state. 

Leaving that position in 1983, she continued on at UAS as 

an Adjunct Assistant Professor in Art teaching Natural 

Science Illustration and Upper Division Drawing classes until 

she was re-hired as a full-time professor of art and co-chair 

of the art program in 2002. "I met Jane Terzis in the spring 

of 2004 when I enrolled in her Intermediate Drawing class 

at UAS," writes 2011 Outstanding Graduate in Art Teri 

Robus. "She became my advisor when I was accepted into 

the new BA in Art program (2008). She was my art history 

professor, painting instructor, mentor; a powerful 

inspiration."

"I'm most pleased about the BA degree in Art that Alice 

Tersteeg, Jeremy Kane and I designed and implemented," 

said Terzis. "Ten years ago we had two program students in 

the art program. At last count we had 117 program 

students, most are BA in Art majors". Writes Robus, "I am 

not alone in saying she taught her students with great tact, 

honesty, humor and passion. Jane is a remarkable artist 

who teaches about finding truth in art. Her mark has been 

made on those of us who were in her classes and I for one 

will always be indebted to her for being a brave artist, so I 

can be brave too."

"This university has an amazing cadre of smart, energetic, 

and fun faculty and I will miss them more than words can 

express. I will also miss interactions with students who have 

taught me so much over all these years," said Terzis.



The One Campus, One Book Project Selection

Expected to announce "The Truth About Stories" by Thomas King.

The One Campus, One Book project is excited to announce 

the AY 11-12 selection, The Truth About Stories by Thomas 

King. This highly acclaimed book "illuminates the 

relationship between storytelling and the Native American 

experience (from book Website) ." The OCOB committee is 

partnering with departments across campus to create a wide 

array of programming including New Student Orientation 

activities, book group discussions, storytelling/ bonfire 

events, and a visit to campus by the author next fall. Copies 

are available at the Egan Library and the UAS bookstore. 

Please read and join in the conversation!

Reviews of the book
"Trust a novelist and English professor to get to the heart of 

how stories and storytelling shape our perceptions. This is a 

wonderful study of the power of words." —Booklist 

"As King steadily winds the stories of his narrative, one 

begins to nod along, relishing the repetition of the story of 

the earth that begins each chapter and the gentle yet 

empowering directive at the close." —The American Indian 

Quarterly

"What is revealed in the is graceful, even seductive book of 

essays about storytelling by the esteemed Cherokee 

novelist, radio personality, university professor, and 

Canadian emigre is that what is as important as the stories 

we tell about the world are the ways in which we interpret 

those stories." —World Literature in Review



New Faculty Hires Start to start Fall 2011 
Semester

Welcome to UAS

Heidi Pearson will be joining the UAS faculty in Fall 2011 as 

an Assistant Professor of Biology and Marine Biology. Heidi 

received her B.S. in Anthropology and Anatomy with 

Distinction from Duke University in 1998. She earned her 

Ph.D. in 2008 from Texas A & M. She has a strong 

background in teaching, and is currently a lecturer at Stony 

Brook University. She will be teaching a wide variety of 

courses, and intends to involve undergraduates in her 

research.

Dr. Lee Graham is the School of Education's choice as new 

Assistant Professor of Educational Technology. She has her 

doctorate in Educational Technology from Mississippi State 

University. She comes to UAS most recently from the 

University of Missouri Kansas City where she was the 

Instructional Designer of eLearning.

Jason Amundson has accepted an offer as Assistant 

Professor of Physics. Jason is currently in a post-doc at the 

University of Chicago. He earned is PhD in Geophysics at 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks and is active in 

researching glacial calving, glacial seismology, and 

subglacial processes. He has previously worked on both the 

Taku and Mendenhall Glaciers. Jason, his wife, and new 

baby will be relocating this summer. Jason's wife is an 

artist.

Glenn Wright will be joining UAS as Assistant Professor of 

Political Science. He is currently completing his PhD at the 

University of Colorado. Glenn also has an Alaska



background: his BA is from UAF, he has an MAT from UAS, 

and he completed the legislative internship while he was an 

undergraduate. Glenn has an interest in studying public 

goods provision and common pool resource management, 

decentralization and local governance, and forestry policy, 

among other things. Glenn has done research in Central 

and South America and speaks Spanish fluently. Glenn and 

his wife, an attorney, will be moving to Juneau at the end of 

the summer.

Lance Twitchell has been hired as an Assistant Professor of 

Alaska Native Languages. Twitchell completed his MFA in 

Creative Writing at the University of Alaska Fairbanks last 

summer. Lance has many years of experience developing 

curricula and in teaching Tlingit language and English 

composition. He is also a published author of poetry, short 

stories, and a dictionary of Tlingit Language. His teaching 

demonstration showcased his mastery of multiple teaching 

techniques and was very well received by UAS students.



UAS Sitka Campus sponsors I’m Going to 
College for Blatchley Middle School 5th and 6th 
Graders

During the event, the children get to experience different classes with 
UAS faculty.

About ninety 5th and 6th grade students attended the UAS 

Sitka Campus "I'm Going to College" event on March 17 in 

partnership with NELA and ACPE. The event brings 5th and 

6th graders from local schools to campus to experience a 

day in college. Prior to the event, the students work through 

an activity book in which they explore different types of 

colleges, financial aid, and careers. During the event, the 

children get to experience different classes with UAS faculty.

Students observed the dissection o f an animal with Marnie 

Chapman.

Students on the Sitka Campus experienced Fisheries with 

Professor Jim Seeland where the students weighed and 

measured rubber worms and insects. In the Biology Lab



with Professors Marnie Chapman and Jon Martin, and Lab 

assistant Wes Schaffer, students observed the dissection of 

an animal, learning the parts and functions. Art Professor Liz 

Zacher taught students about mirror imaging by having 

students create prints with paints. Students learned the 

importance of education and teaching from Nancy Douglas, 

Cultural Program Director with the Sitka School District. HIM 

Professor Rose Goeden, Health Science Assistant, Cheryl 

Stromme and ATTAC Program Coordinator, Nicole Duclos, 

taught students how to take a pulse, listen to a heartbeat 

with a stethoscope, and take their temperatures in 

preparation for careers in health education. Construction 

Professors, Pay Hughes and Greg Reynolds taught the 

students about careers in Construction and gave them 

hands on experience hammering and creating a box. Shelly 

Morgan from the ACEP was also on campus helping to 

facilitate and setup for the event.

The students had a healthy lunch after the sessions and 

received a backpack stuffed with a college jumpstart kit - 

dictionary, pen, T-shirt, and more. The children left the 

campus with a certificate congratulating them on completing 

the program.



Alaska Native Language Scholarship receives 
gift from Sealaska; First recipient is new faculty 
hire at UAS

The purpose of the fund is to support the growing Alaska Native 
Language program with emphasis on emergency needs.

The Emma Marks Endowed Memorial for Alaska Native 

Languages recently reached endowment level with a $5,500 

gift from the Sealaska Corporation. The fund was 

established in 2007 to provide financial support for the 

study of Alaska Native languages, including, but not limited 

to: student scholarships, tuition, teaching assistants, 

adjunct faculty, curriculum development and materials. 

Applications are on-going through the University of Alaska 

Southeast Financial Aid Office. The current endowed balance 

is $26,278.20.

Linguists Nora and Richard Dauenhauer created the Emma 

Marks Memorial for Alaska Native Languages Fund with 

initial donations that were matched by UAS. The purpose of 

the fund is to support the growing Alaska Native Language 

program with emphasis on emergency needs.

The first recipient of the scholarship was Lance Twitchell. 

"We cannot emphasize enough, as a people, how important 

it is for all of our people to actively learn our language and 

keep our identity, our culture, our ancestor's tongue, from 

dying," said Twitchell, who recently joined UAS as an Alaska 

Native language faculty.



News from Personnel Office

April Anniversaries, Staff Development Day and Open Enrollment 

April Anniversaries
Lope Elizarde, 6 years; Paul Empson, 17 years; Wendy 

Gierard 4 years; Adelina Guerrero, 11 years; Valiantsina 

Jimmerson, 5 years; Mary Miller, 3 years; Deborah Muller,

5 years; Maureen O'Hallaran, 7 years; Shayla Sulser, 4

years; Diane VanEpps, 1 year; Jeanny Wharton, 17 years.

Staff Development Day set for May 13
All UAS staff members are invited to Staff Development Day

2011, scheduled for Friday May 13 in the campus Recreation

Center.

This year's theme will focus on effective communication in 

the workplace. The keynote speaker will be communications 

consultant Keli Hite McGee. She will speak about techniques 

to increase productivity and build a positive work 

environment through more effective communication. She 

will also lead an afternoon workshop on working with 

Generation Y. The afternoon sessions will include a 

presentation by Joe Nelson, Dean of Enrollment 

Management, about how your motivations and choices can 

affect your influence and effectiveness in the workplace. 

There will also be opportunities to learn about the new 

on-line training programs from SkillSoft as well as 

technology sessions from our own IT experts.

Chancellor John Pugh and Provost Rick Caulfield will provide 

follow-up on recent strategic planning efforts. The 

Chancellor will concentrate on the campus mission and 

vision while the Provost will speak to core themes and 

objectives.

As always, there will be food, door prizes, and service 

awards courtesy of the Chancellor. Wear your favorite



Hawaiian shirt and loose-fitting clothes. Departments 

should arrange for student employees to cover for the day 

so regular employees can participate in the activities.

Open enrollment April 15 -  May 16 
Open enrollment for all eligible university faculty and staff 

employees will run from April 15 through May 16 this year. 

It's important to be aware of the major changes to the plan 

and their financial implications when making your choices. 

It's your opportunity to make changes to your medical plan 

or add supplemental coverages for the next medical year 

beginning July 1, 2011 and running through June 30, 2012. 

This year open enrollment is different than past years 

because employees are being asked to actively select the 

health plan they want. The old deluxe, standard, and 

economy plans are gone - replaced by the 500 Plan, the 

750 Plan and the High Deductible Plan.

In past years, employees who didn't turn in a form were 

automatically re-enrolled in their current plan. But because 

of large increases in the deductibles and out-of-pocket 

maximums in the plans, it's important to make an active 

choice. Employees who do not make an active choice will be 

placed in middle tier 750 Plan.

Open enrollment forms will be available on the Statewide 

benefits Website. Extra forms will be available in the 

Personnel office or from your department. For questions, 

call 796-6473.



Angayuqaq Oscar Kawagley

One of the UA system's leading Alaska Native professors passed away 
April 24. Oscar Kawagley was involved in leading Indigenous Knowledge 
workshops to educators and students in the UAS educational 
community.

Angayuqaq, better known 

as Oscar Kawagley, died 

in Fairbanks on April 24th,

2011. He had a very long 

bout with renal cancer 

which finally caught up 

with him. He was born in 

Mamterilleq (now Bethel,

Alaska) on Nov. 8th, 1934 

and was raised on the 

Kuskokwim delta by his 

grandmother Matilda 

Oscar, following the death of his parents when he was two 

years old.

In addition to the loss of his parents David Kawagley of 

Akiak and Amelia Oscar of Bethel, he was preceded in death 

by his sister Florence Mildred Blatchford. his uncle Jesse 

Oscar and wife Celia, his aunt Martha and husband Clement 

Sara, and Anthone Anvil, husband of cousin Carrie.

He is survived by his children Sherry L. Colley, Sandra L. 

Haviland, Oscar K. Kawagley and Tamaree D. Kawagley, as 

well as his wife Anna Northway and his former wife, Dolores 

Kawagley, along with ten grandchildren and five great

grandchildren. Other surviving family members include 

Marita Snodgrass, Martha "Tiny" Jack, Rose Mowery, and 

Nils Sara.

Oscar's life was one of many firsts as a Yupiaq person. His 

grandmother encouraged him to obtain a western education,



along with the education he received as a Yupiaq child in the 

camps along the rivers of Southwest Alaska. Although this 

created conflicting values and caused confusion for him for 

many years, he sought to find ways in which his Yupiaq 

peoples' language and culture could be used in the 

classroom to meld the contemporary ways to the Yupiaq 

thought world.

Along the way he was the first Yupiaq to graduate from high 

school in Bethel, was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the 

U.S. Army Medical Services Corps and completed four 

university degrees, including a B.Ed., M.Ed. and Ed.S from 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and a Ph.D. from the 

University of British Columbia. His 1992 doctoral 

dissertation, which examined Yupiaq ways of knowing, was 

the first at UBC to use an Indigenous methodology of 

traditional stories and Indigenous ecological knowledge. His 

scholarly pursuits included the publication of the book, A 

Yupiaq World View: A Pathway to Ecology and Spirit, as well 

as serving as co-editor of two recent books on Alaska Native 

education.

Oscar served for the past 25 years as a faculty member with 

the Cross-Cultural Studies and Education programs at UAF 

where he introduced the construct of "Native ways of 

knowing" and contributed greatly to the understanding of 

issues concerning Indigenous peoples and world views that 

had been largely neglected in the past. He also served as 

co-director of the Alaska Rural Systemic Initiative and 

Alaska Native Knowledge Network.

While the 'public' face of Oscar was as an educator and 

cultural advisor, he also took on roles as an actor in 

television and films. He played a lead role in a feature- 

length movie, Salmonberries, as well as appearing in 

episodes of the TV series Northern Exposure and the Disney 

movie, Brother Bear. Amongst Alaskan Native people he was 

seen as father, uncle, friend, leader, teacher, mentor, 

professor and most recently as "Elder" - the most honored 

recognition among Native communities. Oscar's leadership 

and vision helped his own people to find balance among 

communities, peoples and relationships, engaging them in



open discussions that challenged them to believe in their 

abilities and traditions.

In each of these roles he left his mark and received 

numerous honors over the years, including the National 

Indian Education Association Lifetime Achievement Award, 

the American Educational Research Association Outstanding 

Scholarship Award, the Governor's Award for the Arts and 

Humanities, the Alaska Secondary School Principal's 

Association Distinguished Service Award, and the 

Association of Village Council Presidents Award for the years 

of services to the people of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. 

Oscar traveled a long journey, and his lifetime ends where it 

began as his ashes are spread on the tundra in 

southwestern Alaska.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Fairbanks 

Food Bank, or to an account in Oscar's name in support of 

an award that will be presented annually to recognize an 

Indigenous scholar who has made a significant contribution 

to our understanding of Native ways of knowing. Contact 

information for submitting a donation for the AOK award is 

(907) 474-1902 or rjbarnhardt@alaska.edu. Donations to 

Oscar's family may be sent to Anna Northway at 1224 

Denali Way, Fairbanks AK 99701.

mailto:rjbarnhardt@alaska.edu


Alumni News

Auction Raises Over $15,000 for Scholarships

Spring Auction Scholarship Fundraiser a Success! 
Auction Raises Over $15,000 for Scholarships
The beautiful Egan Library was the place to be on April 1 

when UAS Alumni & Friends held their annual scholarship 

fundraiser, the Spring Auction & Dinner. Fun was had by all 

as the night proceeded with a live auction, silent auction 

and dessert auction. Over $11,500 was brought in by 

auction sales, and an additional $3,870 was donated directly 

to the Alumni Scholarship Fund, bringing the total fund 

impact to over $15,375. The UASAA scholarship committee 

will be deciding this month as to how many scholarships to 

give in the next academic year, and how much each 

scholarship will be. Last year seven students each received 

$2,000 for their education at UAS from the Alumni 

Association. Donations to the fund are accepted year-round. 

Contact the UAS Development Office on the web or at 

796-6566 to see what you can do to help students achieve 

their goals! A big thank you to everyone who donated, 

volunteered, attended and purchased at the auction! You 

have made a difference in students' lives. We'll see you 

again next year!!

May 15 - UAS Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament in 
Haines
Now taking Team and Individual Reservations! Alumni Golf 

Tournament at Valley of the Eagles Golf Links in beautiful 

Haines, Alaska. Scramble Format. $175 per person with 

current Alumni & Friends membership, $210 for 

non-members (includes UASAA regular membership). 

Sponsored by Allen Marine Tours. Departing Don Statter 

Public Boat Harbor in Auke Bay, Saturday, May 15, at 8:30



am, arriving back in Juneau about 9 pm. Registration 

includes boat transportation, 18 holes of golf, breakfast, 

lunch and light dinner. Team & individual reservations 

accepted with payment. Limited to 52 golfers. Registrations 

non-refundable. We will play golf unless the boat cannot 

sail. Hole Sponsorships Available for $250. To register, 

contact the Alumni Office in the Soboleff Annex, by calling 

796-6569 or by email: alumni@uas.alaska.edu.

Save the date!
June 11 - Auke Lake Trail Dedication Ceremony!

August 13 - Alumni Suite at the Mariners Game in 
Seattle
Join Chancellor John Pugh and Alumni & Friends in an 

Exclusive Right-Field Group Suite to watch the Seattle 

Mariners vs. the Boston Red Sox at Safeco Field in Seattle 

on Saturday, August 13. Suite admission includes food and 

non-alcoholic drinks. No host bar available. Tickets 

available soon - discounted rates for members of UAS 

Alumni & Friends. Memberships start at only $35 per year! 

To get on the list and save your spot, contact the Alumni 

Office in the Soboleff Annex, by calling 796-6569 or by 

email: alumni@uas.alaska.edu.

mailto:alumni@uas.alaska.edu
mailto:alumni@uas.alaska.edu


From the Provost’s Office

Richard A. (Rick) Caulfield, PhD

COMMENCEMENT CELEBRATIONS!—Sitka (April 29), 
Ketchikan (April 30), Juneau (May 1)
Chancellor Pugh and I will be participating in each of these 

exciting events. Please join in celebrating the success of our 

students. All faculty are encouraged to wear regalia as part 

of the celebration. Details can be found at 

www.uas.alaska.edu/commencement/ceremonies.html 

UAS MISSION AND CORE THEMES ON JUNE 2011 
REGENTS AGENDA
The proposed new UAS mission statement and core themes 

are on the agenda for Board of Regents consideration at 

their June 2011 meeting in Fairbanks.

CELEBRATING FACULTY SUCCESS—MONDAY, MAY 2 
A celebration will take place on the Juneau Auke Bay 

Campus on Monday, May 2, 2:30-4:00pm (Glacier View 

Room; program begins at 3pm) at which we'll recognize the 

following retiring/departing tenured and long-time term 

faculty: Jonathan Anderson, Jane Terzis, and Clive Thomas. 

Moreover, we'll recognize the following recipients of UAS 

Faculty Excellence Awards for the 2010-11 academic year: 

Marquam George (Teaching), Eran Hood (Research), Kevin 

Maier (Service), Fran Polumsky (Adjunct Instruction).

NEW FACULTY HIRES IN ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Jason Amundson has accepted our offer for Assistant 

Professor of Physics. Jason is currently in a post-doc at the 

University of Chicago. He earned is PhD in Geophysics at 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks and is active in 

researching glacial calving, glacial seismology, and 

subglacial processes. He has previously worked on both the 

Taku and Mendenhall Glaciers. Jason, his wife, and new

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/commencement/ceremonies.html


baby will be relocating this summer. Jason's wife is an 

artist.

Glenn Wright will be joining us as Assistant Professor of 

Political Science. He is currently completing his PhD at the 

University of Colorado. Glenn also has an Alaska 

background: his BA is from UAF, he has an MAT from UAS, 

and he completed the UAS legislative internship while he 

was an undergraduate. Glenn has an interest in studying 

public goods provision and common pool resource 

management, decentralization and local governance, and 

forestry policy, among other things. Glenn has done 

research in Central and South America and speaks Spanish 

fluently. Glenn and his wife, an attorney, will be moving to 

Juneau at the end of the summer.

Amanda Sesko is our new Assistant Professor of 

Psychology. Amanda is finishing her PhD in social 

psychology at the University of Kansas this summer.

Amanda did her undergraduate work in psychology at the 

University of Wisconsin. She has taught online courses as 

well as local courses. Amanda's research interests include 

stereotyping, categorization, and discrimination based on 

race and gender. She is quite interested in building a strong 

undergraduate research program here at UAS. Amanda will 

be coming to Alaska in August.

REMINDER ABOUT UAS POLICY ON INCOMPLETE 
GRADES
As Spring Semester grading takes place, please remember 

to follow the approved UAS policy on use of Incomplete (I) 

grades. Note that for a student to receive an "I" grade they 

should have completed a majority of the course with a C 

grade or better. Moreover, the faculty member must 

complete an Incomplete Grade Contract and provide that to 

the student. In no case can the grade extend beyond 12 

months. For details and a copy of the form, see 

uas.alaska.edu/provost/AcademicAffairsPolicies 

/2011BORUASPolicyIncompleteGrades.pdf 

UPDATING UAS FACULTY HANDBOOK 
A working group from faculty leadership and the Provost's 

Office are nearing completion of a project to update and



clarify the contents of the UAS Faculty Handbook. Those 

involved are Faculty Senate President Sherry Tamone, 

Priscilla Schulte, Nina Chordas, Maria Moya, and Rick 

Caulfield. The goal is to have a final updated version that 

will be available by the end of the semester in a pdf version 

for use in the coming academic year.

FUTURE SUMMER PROGRAMS AND COURSES ON 
JUNEAU CAMPUS
A brainstorming session will take place on May 10, 2-4pm, 

Auke Bay Campus (Glacier View Room), about future 

opportunities for summer programs and courses. This builds 

on our UAS Strategic and Assessment Plan 2010-2017 which 

calls for greater attention to "signature programs" that help 

UAS meet its mission.

FUTURE LEADERSHIP IN UAS SCHOOLS OF 
MANAGEMENT AND CAREER EDUCATION
I continue to meet with faculty and staff in SOE and SOM 

about leadership for the coming academic year. Recruitment 

for a one-year interim Dean, SOM, is now underway and 

open until filled (first review: April 28). Our goal is to have 

the leadership plan in place by mid-May.

BIOBLITZ ON UAS AUKE BAY CAMPUS-A UAS 
PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITY
UAS is a founding partner of the Alaska Coastal Rainforest 

Center (ACRC), which is holding an exciting "BioBlitz" 

community education event on the Auke Bay Campus, June 

18-19, 2011. For more details see the ACRC website at 

http://acrc.alaska.edu/

SAFETY MINUTE
As the weather improves and more of us are on the water, it 

is important to have a suitable PFD (personal flotation 

device) for all passengers on board vessels, large and small. 

For current US Coast Guard information about PFDs, see 

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg5214/pfdselection.asp#faq

Richard A. (Rick) Caulfield, PhD

Provost & Dean of Graduate Studies and Research

University of Alaska Southeast (UAS)

11120 Glacier Highway

http://acrc.alaska.edu/
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg5214/pfdselection.asp%23faq


Juneau, AK 99801

racaulfield@uas.alaska.edu

907.796.6486

mailto:racaulfield@uas.alaska.edu


UAS Ketchikan Campus Announces New 
Director

Welcome Dr. Anthony Mansueto

The UAS Ketchikan Campus is pleased to announce that Dr. 

Anthony Mansueto has accepted the position of Campus 

Director, effective July 1, 2011. Dr. Mansueto spoke very 

positively about his interactions with faculty and staff in 

Ketchikan and about the community of Ketchikan.

Anthony Mansueto, Ph.D., from Garland, Texas. Education: 

Ph.D., Religion, Ethics, and Society, Graduate Theological 

Union. M.A., Religion, Yale University. B.A., Humanities, 

University of Chicago. Dr. Mansueto was Academic Dean 

(Humanities) of the Spring Creek Campus of Collin College 

in Plano, Texas from 2006 to 2009.



University of Alaska Southeast recycling makes 
environment and Juneau Healthier

On average, according to Parker, about 1000 lbs of recycling are 
collected and brought from the UAS campus, bookstore and Rec. Center 
every week.

By Mallory Millay
Every Thursday night the UAS green routine begins. 

Collecting from bins both on and off campus, breaking down 

cardboard, and loading up the yellow recycling truck (when 

it's not broken) Boni Parker, Chelsie Harris and Erin Weekly 

take UAS' reusable waste to the Juneau Recycle Center. The 

center is operated by the City and Borough of Juneau and 

Waste Management.

Employed through 

Student Activities 

and Housing, Parker, 

Harris and Weekly 

are the ladies 

responsible for 

keeping this 

extensive recycling 

program functioning. 

Between the three of 

them, different items

from cardboard to glass bottles are rounded up Thursday 

night, and made ready to be taken to the recycling center 

early Friday morning.

Harris and Weekly were hired in October 2010 to help out 

Parker, who has been participating in recycling for a number 

of years. Weekly is a new student to UAS and had 

experience with recycling centers.



"I used to help my friend's dad who ran the recycling center 

in Sitka, which is where I'm from," Weekly explained, 

wrestling with a garbage bag of shredded paper. "I got 

experience [with recycling] that way."

Parker has been the main instigator of the UAS recycling 

movement in the last few years. She revamped recycling 

containers on campus, provided bins for every apartment at 

student housing, and redid how the recycling is organized to 

improve efficiency.

"Organization is the key to recycling," said Parker. "Before, 

the guys that did [recycling] flattened out all the boxes and 

tied these huge piles together with ropes. Now, instead of 

wrestling with 200 pound piles of cardboard, we break down 

most of the boxes and put them in other boxes. It makes it 

so much more manageable."

Space is often 

an issue, 

since the 

vehicle 

usually used 

to transport 

recycling has 

the tendency 

to break 

down.

Recently, due

to transmission issues, two weeks of recycling had to be 

squeezed into two ancient vans. In addition to 

transportation issues, taking care of so much recycling 

comes with other unpleasant dilemmas.

"We've found some nasty stuff before," Chelsie said. "Most 

of the time its nasty food people have thrown in there." 

Parker asks that students be mindful of what they are 

throwing away, and to try to minimize food items thrown in 

recycling bins.

"Food and plastic wrappers can't be recycled," Parker said. 

"They belong in the garbage and it makes our jobs so much 

easier if people do it themselves."

Harris asks members of the UAS community to understand



that the UAS recycling force is only an army of three, and to 

not bring home recycling to campus for removal.

"We've had people bring their recycling from home and just 

leave it beside the bins," Harris said. "That is something for 

others to deal with because we just cover campus."

The recyclers also want students living at housing to make 

recycling a regularly scheduled event instead of waiting until 

there is an unmanageable amount in their apartment.

"Don't stock-pile all your recycling until the last minute!" 

Harris said. "People always wait until finals week to drop off 

all their recycling and that is when we're the busiest with 

our own finals, so we get hit with this huge load of recycling 

with no time to deal with it."

After cramming all the recycling in two vans the ladies enjoy 

some perks that go with this job.

"Fridays are my favorite days!"Parker said. "It gives me a 

reason to get up early and then I get to have coffee and 

yummy burritos from the Breeze Inn."

In addition to getting a good breakfast, Weekly, Parker and 

Harris get the satisfaction of knowing that they are doing 

their part to make Juneau and the environment healthier. 

Just one of the vans on a recent run delivered 700 lbs of 

recycling. On average, according to Parker, about 1000 lbs 

of recycling are collected and brought from the UAS 

campus, bookstore and Rec. Center every week.

Recycling, says Parker, should be a no brainer. "There is no 

reason everyone shouldn't be recycling," Parker said. "Some 

people say that they don't have time to recycle. It just 

doesn't make sense! The recycling center in the most 

convenient location ever! It is located right in between the 

valley and down town. Some people say, 'It's expensive to 

have to ship out all the recycling. It's too much money.' We 

have to pay money to ship everything in here anyway. Our 

landfill is pretty much full. If we don't do something we'll 

have to start shipping our trash out."

For a list of what can and can't be recycled in Juneau, visit 

the Juneau Recycling Center's Website: 

juneau.org/pubworks/recycling.php



National Teach-in at UAS

UAS participates in national online event

Students and English faculty Sol Neely tuned into an on-line 

national teach in on the state of the majority middle class 

and the economy. Two hundred twenty-five universities 

across the country participated in the event on April 5th.



Senator Begich Visits Campus

March 23 at the UAS Egan Lecture Hall

Senator Mark Begich (D-Alaska) took questions on climate 

change legislation, oil development and health care reform 

on recent appearance at UAS in the Egan Lecture Hall.




