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UAS Exterior Walkway Deck Replacement, 
Summer ’11

The final phase of the Exterior Walkway Deck Replacement will take 
place on campus this summer.

The Contractor is Carver Construction; the Superintendent 

on site is Mark Ryder. The Structural Design is by PND 

Consulting Engineers, Chris Gianotti and Brian Nielsen. The 

areas that are being worked on are the remaining wood 

deck walkways on the lakeside at Novatney and Whitehead 

Buildings. The two exterior stairways in these areas will also 

be replaced.

The work will start at the Novatney Deck on Monday 6/20. 

Work is scheduled as follows:

June 20 through July 23rd: Novatney Deck
• 6/20 - 7/7 Demo Novatney Deck
• 7/8 - 7/20 Install joists/metal decking
• 7/21- 7/23- Place Concrete

July 21 through August 6: Whitehead Deck
• 7/21 - 7/28 Demo Whitehead Deck
• 7/29 - 8/3 Install Joists/Metal Decking
• 8/4 - 8/6 Place Concrete

8/4 till completion
• Demo and install new stairs

During the work at Whitehead, there will be a small period 

(2 - 5 days) of no access to to the bottom offices at 

Whitehead due to demolition work above. We will keep Mike 

Ciri informed of any changes to the dates above. There will 

also be a period of no access from the two exterior 

stairways that flank Whitehead Building (used primarily by 

Soboleff Annex staff). If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact Pua Maunu, Project Manager,
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UAS REC Center Events

Summer long activities offered at the REC Center

Join us for Noon Wellness Classes all week during 
lunch.
Noon Wellness with Fran on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

from 12:10 - 1pm

Noon Yoga with Carmen Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

12:10 - 1pm

Workshop Wednesdays from 11 -  2pm - Bring in your 
bike and get it tuned up!
June 15, 29, July 13, 27

Tuesday Paddles at 5:30pm - meet at the Rec Center
June 21, July 12, August 2

Thursday Mountain Bike Rides at Noon -  meet at the 
Rec Center
June 16, 30, July 14, 28



Roberta Stell Learning Center Dedication

In honor of former UAS Provost, Dr. Robbie Stell on Thursday, June 9, 
2011.

Chancellor John Pugh announces the dedication of the UAS 

Learning Center as the Roberta Stell Learning Center, in 

honor of former UAS Provost, Dr. Robbie Stell, Thursday, 

June 9, 2011.

Robbie and her immediate family were guests as staff and 

faculty celebrated her distinguished contributions during 

more than four decades of service at UAS. She also just 

awarded the Edith R. Bullock Prize for Excellence by the 

University of Alaska Foundation. The prize is awarded each 

year by the Board of Trustees to the individual whose work 

has demonstrated excellence in support of Alaska's State 

University. The prize was established in 1988 with a 

$20,000 gift from the late Edith R. Bullock, who was a



member of Alaska's Territorial House of Representatives, 

Territorial Senate, the University Board of Regents, Alaska 

Business Hall of Fame and an Alaskan of the Year. The 

nomination was made by Assistant to the Provost Maria 

Moya.



Auke Trail Dedication

It was a beautiful day at the UAS Noyes Pavilion when the Auke Lake 
Trail dedication ceremony was held on Saturday, June 11.

By Keni Lynn Campbell
Chancellor John Pugh thanked campaign co-chairs, Laraine 

Derr, Christine Phillips, and Jim King, Sr. and the donors to 

the campaign that helped UAS raise over $1.22 million 

dollars, with $999,274 in private support and $223,982 in 

public support through the Alaska Trails Initiative.

Attendees were then invited on a guided trail walk with UAS 

Professor of Geology, Cathy Connor, Ph.D. and Chancellor 

Pugh. Former Governor and campaign donor Bill Sheffield, 

for whom a new bridge is named, was in attendance as well 

as former legislator and donor Arliss Sturgulewski.

Speakers included campaign co-chair Laraine Derr, and CBJ 

Assembly member Mary Becker. Balance was brought to 

the event with special remarks from the Elders of the Aak'w 

people. Marie Olson spoke as Elder of the Aak'w Kwaan 

Eagle Shark people, and Rosa Miller spoke as Elder of the 

Aak'w Kwaan Raven Dog Salmon people. A special treat 

was the telling of the story of the Lady of the Lake by Liana 

Wallace.

A special "Alumni 101" component of the dedication was an 

engaging lecture by UAS Professor of Geology, Cathy 

Connor, Ph.D., "Auke Lake Trail 101: A Natural History of 

Juneau."

Built over the pre-existing highway bridge foundation, the 

pedestrian bridge spans the estuary from Auke Lake to Auke 

Bay. The bridge is an essential element connecting the Auke 

Lake Trail to the UAS campus. One of Juneau's most 

spectacular views of the Mendenhall Glacier may be seen 

from this bridge.



A special bird watching area was designated in honor of 

Judge Robert Boochever. Boochever was a member of the 

original site selection committee for the UAS campus. He 

chose the site because of its unsurpassed beauty. A former 

Chief Justice of the Alaska Supreme Court, he was the first 

Alaskan appointed to the US Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit. 

His love of nature, especially bird watching, was a lifelong 

passion. The sign honoring Judge Boochever invites trail 

walkers to stop for a moment and take in the serene beauty 

of the place and enjoy the birds.

Other major donors are highlighted in signage on the trail 

including the Rotary Club of Juneau, First National Bank 

Alaska, and UAS Alumni & Friends.

The Auke Lake Trail features interpretive signs to educate all 

user groups on the natural and cultural history of the area. 

The trail also provides access for anthropology, geology, and 

environmental science students to use Auke Lake as a 

natural science lab. The trail dedicates the east side of 

Auke Lake as a greenbelt, preserving it for use by migrating 

waterfowl and local wildlife. Auke Lake is part of a mainland 

watershed that feeds into Auke Bay. The Auke Lake Trail 

offers year-round recreational opportunities for both campus 

and community, as well as Juneau's many visitors. 

Interaction with the environment of Southeast Alaska and a 

healthy lifestyle is the overwhelming draw for new students, 

faculty and staff to UAS.



A beautiful historic photo o f the original location's highway 

bridge from the 1930's provides the backdrop for the sign 

for the pedestrian bridge named for B ill Sheffield (with 

Chancellor Pugh), the fifth Governor o f Alaska, who served 

from 1982-1986.

Duane Callahan sits on the bench installed in honor o f his 

late wife Myra E. Howe. The plaque on the bench reads, 

"Driven to do the right thing while civil to all and still able to 

get it done her way."

Special signage was unveiled during the guided trail walk. 

The trailhead sign explains that the trail is a collaborative 

project between the University o f Alaska Southeast and the 

City and Borough o f Juneau. It describes the educational,



cultural and recreational impact o f the trail, and 

acknowledges donors of $5,000 or more.

View more photos taken during the dedication and hike from 

the UAS Photo Gallery.



ENVS and Geography News

Spring and Summer 2011

Sanjay Pyare was promoted with tenure to Associate 

Professor.

UAS ENVS and Geography Students David Sauer and 

Jennifer Shinn will be working as research assistants for 

summer 2011 with Eran Hood and postdoc Andy Vermilyea. 

Their research will focus on the impacts of glacier change on 

soil development, aquatic habitat, and river hydrology.

Jamie Bradshaw will be working with Cathy Connor on her 

investigations of Mendenhall Lake.

Sarah Ray is mentoring two UAS students, Kristie Livingston 

and Joshua Reeder, who received Undergraduate Student 

Awards for Research, Creative Activity and Scholarship.

Lisa Hoferkamp is mentoring an undergraduate student, Eric 

Keller, on a collaborative project with J. Kenneke from the 

US EPA National Environmental Exposure Laboratory in 

Athens, GA. They are developing microsomal assays for 

assessments of PBDE metabolic attenuation and mode of 

thyroid toxicity.

Mike Hekkers, Eran Hood, Cathy Connor, and UAS student 

David Sauer gave a Fireside Chat talk at the Mendenhall 

Glacier Visitor Center entitled "Measuring Mendenhall: State 

of the Glacier" . March 4, 2011.

Eran Hood presented a talk entitled "Glaciers as an alpine 

source of freshwater and nutrients to marine ecosystems in 

southeastern Alaska" at the Alaska Chapter of the Wildlife 

Society annual conference in Juneau. April 7, 2011.

Eran Hood was an invited speaker at the workshop "Alaska 

Hydrologic Issues and Needs" hosted by the USGS Alaska 

Science Center in Anchorage. April 20-21, 2011.

Cathy Connor, Mike Hekkers, and Eran Hood conducted a



geology and glaciology training for the incoming summer 

interpreters at the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center in April 

2011.

Lisa Hoferkamp served as reviewer on the 2011 National 

Science Foundation review panel for Major Research 

Instrumentation grants in the bioanalytical division. Apr 25 - 

26, 2011.

Eran Hood presented a talk entitled "Landscape Controls on 

Organic Carbon Exports from Watersheds in the Tongass 

National Forest" at the US Forest Service Classrooms for 

Climate conference in Anchorage. May 4-7, 2011.

Cathy Connor presented a talk entitled "Undergraduate 

Research in Climate Change in Southeast AK Modern Juneau 

Icefield Glaciers" at the Alaska Space Grant Annual Meeting 

in Anchorage. May 17-18, 2011

Eran Hood, Mike Hekkers and Andy Vermilyea spent two 

days at Mendenhall Glacier working with a film crew on a 

new documentary about the glacier for the USFS Mendenhall 

Glacier Visitor Center in late May.

UAS Geography Student Ethan Nichols presented a research 

poster at the Alaska EPSCoR All-hands Conference with 

Mathematics student Steve Ellison and faculty members 

Sanjay Pyare, David Tallmon, and Dan Monteith. May, 2011. 

Sanjay Pyare co-led 4 workshops and symposia: (1) a 

Regional Geospatial Data Integration workshop with 35 US 

and Canadian agency partners at UAS, in partnership with 

the Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center; (2) a 1-day Climate- 

change Adaptation workshop in partnership with the Alaska 

Coastal Rainforest Center; (3) AERIAL: Alpine Ecosystem 

Research Initiative of

Alaska in association with the Wildlife Society conference in 

Juneau (including a presented paper "Spatio-temporal 

analysis of treeline productivity"; and (4) a 2 day workshop 

on Cartography, Google Earth, and Place-Based Learning for 

>50 teachers and principals from Alaska's high-needs school 

districts, in partnership with the UAS School of Education. 

Cathy Connor attended the "Google Earth: Visualizing the 

Possibilities for Geoscience Education and Research", 

Geological Society America Penrose Conference, Googleplex,



Mountainview, CA (Jan 8-11, 2011), the Lily Arctic 

Conference in Fairbanks "Celebrating the Learning 

Community and Community of Learners" (March 3-5, 2011), 

and the Alaska Miners Annual Conference in Juneau (March 

15-18, 2011).

Recent publications:
Petrone, K.C., J.B. Fellman, E. Hood, M.J. Donn, and P. 

Grierson (2011) The origin and function of dissolved organic 

matter in agro-urban coastal streams, J. Geophysical 

Research, 116, G01028,doi:10.1029/2010JG001537. 

Heavner M, D.R. Fatland, E. Hood, and C. Connor, 2011 

SEAMONSTER: A Demonstration Sensor Web in Virtual 

Globes. Computers & Geosciences 37: 93-99.



Alaska Performance Scholarship Deadline!

Do you have a child who recently graduated from an Alaska high school 
or home school program? Are they considering attending UA? If so, 
please take note of the following information regarding the Alaska 
Performance Scholarship (APS).

Passed by the Alaska Legislature in 2010, the APS provides 

scholarship funds for Alaska high school graduates who 

complete a rigorous curriculum, have a minimum GPA and 

score well on the SAT, ACT or Workkeys examination. This 

spring the legislature approved a $6 million appropriation to 

fund the APS for academic year 2011-2012. The APS must 

be used at an in-state institution, including the University of 

Alaska.

To receive a scholarship students must:
1. File a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) at 

www.fafsa.gov by June 30, 2011 - (please list a UA campus);
2. Apply and be admitted to a UA campus; and
3. Register for classes

Even if your son or daughter is eligible to use the Employee 

Tuition Waiver Benefit, your child must file a FAFSA or they 

will be ineligible for the APS! The employee tuition waiver 

benefit is for TUITION ONLY. The APS can be used to cover 

additional educational expenses beyond tuition. But APS 

recipients must file a FAFSA by the June 30 deadline.

Go to the web site below for full details - including a 

schedule of webinars for families and students looking for 

information on the Alaska Performance Scholarship: 

http://www.aps.alaska.gov/

http://www.fafsa.gov
http://www.aps.alaska.gov/


UAS Outdoor Studies Capstones Atop Mt. 
Sanford

Following a brief photo session on the summit members skied or 
snowboarded down, enjoying five miles and 5,000 feet of descent.

A group of five from the University of Alaska Southeast 

Outdoor Studies Program attempted the 16,200 ft Mt. 

Sanford in Alaska's Wrangell St.-Elias National Park in May 

of 2011.

The group, composed of one instructor and four students, 

flew onto Mt. Sanford on May 9, landing at 7,000 ft on the 

Sheep Glacier. Following a multi-day period of strong 

winds, the group advanced through two icefalls to a high 

camp at 11,000 ft.

On May 15 a summit team composed of two students, Matt 

Krisiak and Kyle Thompson, and instructor Forest Wagner, 

pushed from 11,000 ft. to the summit, arriving on top at 

7:30 PM. Perfect visibility from the summit allowed views of 

more than 100 hundred miles, including vistas of other high 

mountains such as Blackburn, Wrangell, Bona, and Logan to 

the south, and Hayes, Hess and Deborah to the north. 

Following a brief photo session on the summit members 

skied or snowboarded down, enjoying five miles and 5,000 

feet of descent. The team flew out from base camp on 5/17 

and caught the ferry from Haines the following day.



Kyle Thompson, Matt Krisiak and Forest Wagner (L-R) on 

the summit o f Mt. Sanford.

Matt Krisiak, Kyle Thompson, Keren Goldbergbelle, kneeling: 

Forest Wagner.



Hayes Receives International Attention

Article appears in London Guardian

Tlingit children's book 

"The Story of the Town 

Bear and Forest Bear" by 

UAS Assistant Professor of 

English Ernestine Hayes 

has been getting some 

international press. A 

recent article in the 

London Guardian can be 

read at this link:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2011/may 

/19/childrens-book-alaskan-language- 

tlingit?INTCMP=SRCH

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2011/may


Greens Creek Generous Gift to UAS Pathways in 
Mining Program

"We are grateful for the generous donation that will enable UAS to 
further develop the mine training center program and provide increased 
opportunities for the citizens of Juneau and Southeast Alaska to prepare 
for jobs in the mining industry," said UAS Chancellor John Pugh.

Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company CEO Phil Baker 

(holding check) and General Manager Scott Hartman 

present a check for the Career Pathways in Mining program  

to UAS Chancellor John Pugh.

Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company CEO Phil Baker 

presented a $300K gift to University of Alaska Southeast 

(UAS) Chancellor John Pugh and the University of Alaska 

Foundation at the Juneau Chamber luncheon on Thursday, 

May 19, 2011. The gift will fund a three-year Career 

Pathways in Mining program at the new UAS Center for Mine 

Training. The Center is a partnership between UAS and the 

university's Mining and Petroleum Training Service (MAPTS).



Administered by UAS Career Education, the program will 

encourage Juneau students to pursue workforce training 

leading to an Occupational Endorsement for Mine Mechanics 

and an Associate of Applied Science in Power 

Technology/Diesel. The gift will also fund scholarships, job 

shadows, a mining academy and tools and equipment. The 

goal is a collaborative approach to build a local mining 

workforce in Southeast Alaska.

"We are grateful for the generous donation that will enable 

UAS to further develop the mine training center program 

and provide increased opportunities for the citizens of 

Juneau and Southeast Alaska to prepare for jobs in the 

mining industry," said UAS Chancellor John Pugh.

"We are pleased to partner with the University of Alaska 

Southeast to develop educational opportunities combined 

with a career path for the youth of our region," added Scott 

Hartman, General Manager of Hecla Greens Creek Mining 

Company. "We look forward to a long and successful 

affiliation with the University."

The program is slated to start in the Spring of 2012.



Pacific N.W. Coast Native Art Collection Book 
Updated

Updated to include both the Eagle and Raven Totems.

A revised, colorful new edition of the Egan 
Library's Northwest Coast Native Art 
Collection, including entries for the 
outdoor Eagle and Raven totems, is now 
available in the library. The Egan Library 
spearheaded this project and received 
editorial assistance from staff, faculty, 
Woocheen students and the artists who 
are represented. The collection was 
photographed by Ron Klein and Alison 
Caputo designed the booklet. New 
sections include a bibliography and short 
bios of the artists. Stop by and take a 
self-guided tour of the Egan Library's 
native art collection and outdoor totems.



Ward and Duke publish chapter addressing rural 
Alaskan communities

A model for how librarians can use qualitative research methods to
answer questions about the populations they serve.

Jennifer Ward, Associate 

Professor of Library Science 

and Thomas Duke, Associate 

Professor of Education have 

published a chapter in Using 

Qualitative Methods in Action 

Research: How Librarians Can 

Get to the Why of Data. In the 

chapter they describe their 

study of teachers in rural 

Alaskan communities and the role information literacy plays 

in the lives of these teachers and in their classrooms. Their 

phenomenological study serves as a model for how 

librarians can use qualitative research methods to answer 

questions about the populations they serve.

Ward, J. D., & Duke, T. S. (2011). Remote and rural 
voices: Using interviews to understand the 
information literacy experience of Alaskan special 
educators. In D. Cook, & L. Farmer (Eds.), Using 
qualitative methods in action research: How librarians 
can get to the why of data. Chicago: Association of 
College and Research Libraries.



4th Annual SEA Weekend

SEA (Student Enrollment & Admission) Weekend is an opportunity for 
out of town students to come to campus for the weekend

The Admissions office hosted the 4th annual SEA Weekend 

June 2-5.
SEA (Student Enrollment & Admission) Weekend is an opportunity 
for out of town students to come to campus for the weekend. They 
stay in housing, participate in Enrollment Day, complete all of their 
enrollment needs, tour campus, and get to know some of the other 
incoming students for Fall.

This year we had 19 students participate, coming from 

Alaska, New Jersey, Florida, Texas, Arizona, Minnesota, 

Oregon and Idaho. By the end of the weekend, 17 of the 19 

students were registered for classes. On their surveys, 

participants said they felt more prepared for this Fall and 

were more excited about attending UAS.



2011 UAS Staff Make Students Count

What is most notable about Beatrice is her volunteer efforts on behalf 
of students.

2011 UAS Staff Make Students 

Count Award winner Beatrice 

Franklin joined fellow awardees 

from UAA, UAF and UA at a 

ceremony at the June Board of 

Regents meeting.

Here is the BOR write up on 

Franklin:

Beatrice Franklin has been with 

the UAS Egan Library for 14 

years. She makes student 

engagement a top priority in 

accomplishing tasks, and is a 

great role model to staff and 

faculty on campus. What is most notable about Beatrice is 

her volunteer efforts on behalf of students.

She volunteers as a tutor for the UAS Learning Center and is 

a recipient of the Alaska Educational Resource Center 

Volunteer of the Year Award. She is a certified English as a 

Second Language teacher and through her connection to the 

ESL community, she has informally become the primary ESL 

support person for the UAS Learning Resource Center.

It is not uncommon for Beatrice to practice language skills 

with UAS students, often visiting them on her own time, in 

addition to working with Native students and elders on 

projects at UAS and in the community. Her ESL students 

and students who come into the library and interact with her 

there love her for being so welcoming and for showing them



every day how much she cares for the students and 

everyone with whom she works.

Photo: UAS Staff Make Students Count Award winner 

Beatrice Franklin accepts her award from UA President 

Patrick Gamble at the Board of Regents Meeting June 2, 

2011 in Anchorage.


