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Thomas King and Helen Hoy to visit UAS

Free and open to the community

Dr. Thomas King, author 

of the 2011 One Campus, 

One Book selection "The 

Truth About Stories", will 

be visiting the UAS 

campus on October 13th 

and 14th. He will be 

joined by Dr. Helen Hoy of 

the University of Guelph, 

and together they will be 

visiting classrooms on 

campus. You are invited 

to attend the following 

events:

Thursday October 13,
2011
4:00-5:00pm Reception in Egan Library 

Friday October 14, 2011
11:30-12:30pm Thomas King literary reading and Q&A, 

Egan Lecture Hall

7:00 p.m. Evening at Egan Lecture, Egan Library 

9:00 p.m Gathering of the Drums at the Noyes Pavilion 

For more information on additional events for the One 

Campus One Book, please visit: uas.alaska.edu/library 

/one-campus-one-book.html



Farewell Robert Boochever

A long time friend of the University of Alaska Southeast has passed on.

Judge Robert Boochever 

was on the site selection 

committee for the Auke 

Lake campus and more 

recently donated the 

funding to establish an 

arts endowment and to 

upgrade the Auke Lake 

trail. "He was important 

to the founding and 

sustaining of the 

University, and we 

respected him for his 

many years of service," 

said UAS Chancellor John 

Pugh.

Robert Boochever, 94, died peacefully in his home in 

Pasadena, California, on Sunday, October 9, 2011. Born 

October 2, 1917, in Brooklyn, New York to Charles Louis and 

Miriam Cohen Boochever, he graduated from Cornell Law 

School in 1941.

Boochever was on the Alaska Supreme Court from 1972-80 

and served as Chief Justice from 1975-78. He was appointed 

by President Jimmy Carter to the 9th Circuit Court in 1980. 

In 1982 he received an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities 

degree from UAS.

As chair of the Juneau Planning Commission (1956-61) 

Boochever was on the Site Selection Committee that chose 

the Auke Lake site for what was then called University of 

Alaska Juneau. The choice was not without controversy, but



the site was inarguably the most beautiful location in the 

state for a college campus.

In 2008, the Connie Boochever Endowment for Arts was 

established in honor of Judge Boochever's late wife, Lois 

Colleen "Connie" Boochever for her extraordinary 

contribution to the Arts in Alaska during her lifetime. The 

fund provides financial support to the Arts and Theater 

programs at the University of Alaska Southeast. The 

endowed fund is currently valued at $286,640.

Contributions to this fund in memory of Connie and Robert 

Boochever can be made through the UAS Development 

Office. For more information please see the Website at 

www.uas.alaska.edu/development or call 907-796-6566.

Also in 2008, Judge Boochever donated $100,000 to the 

campaign to upgrade the trail around Auke Lake. Boochever 

was a life long birdwatcher who studied ornithology during 

his time at Cornell. A sign at the second floating dock off the 

trail and looking out on the lake describes Boochever's love 

of nature and especially bird watching. It invites people to 

sit and watch the birds with his words: "a moment steeped 

in beauty captures eternity."

http://www.uas.alaska.edu/development


Hill travels to the Yukon-Kuskokwim delta

Assists in the assessment of archaeological sites

Assistant Professor of Anthropology Erica Hill went to the 

Yukon-Kuskokwim delta in September to assist in the 

assessment of archaeological sites for the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. She spent two days flying to remote sites by 

helicopter to relocate, record, and evaluate the condition of 

archaeological features. She visited a Bering Sea site with 

the remains of caribou, birds, and sea mammals and took 

samples for carbon dating.



Edible Book Contest- Banned Books Week

Egan Library sponsored an Edible Books Contest on Sept 30th.

Many votes were cast on 

the very creative entries 

which included 

interpretations on banned 

or frequently challenged 

titles such as Catcher in 

the Rye and Daddy's 

Roommate. Winning 

selections included the 

People's Choice Award for 

Monster Book o f Monsters 

by Elise Tomlinson, Juried 

Award for One Flew Over 

the Cuckoo's Nest by 

Tracy Leithauser and an 

Honorable Mention to In the Night Kitchen by Michael Ciri. 

This event was held in correlation with Banned Books Week, 

held the last week of September annually. Banned Books 

Week is sponsored by the American Library Association and 

promotes the freedom to read and the importance of the 

First Amendment. The week draws attention to books that 

have faced attempts at censorship in communities and 

schools across the country.

Special Thanks to judges Nina Chordas, Pedar Dalthorp, and 

Sara Hagen.



UAS Receives Prestigious GIS Award

Mike Plivelich of the Southeast Alaska GIS Library accepted the award.

Mike Plivelich (pictured left), of the Southeast Alaska GIS 

Library, accepted the award on behalf of UAS at the 2011 

Esri International User Conference held July 13 in San 

Diego, CA.

The University of Alaska Southeast (staff member Mike 

Plivelich and faculty Sanjay Pyare) and its agency partners 

received a Special Achievement in GIS award from among 

thousands of organizations worldwide from Esri 

(Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.) at its 

international conference this summer. The Southeast 

Alaska Hydrography Database project ("SE AK Hydro") is a 

component of the UAS-based Southeast Alaska GIS Library 

(seakgis.alaska.edu ) and a collaborative effort among the 

USDA Forest Service, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, 

US Fish & Wildlife Service, US Geological Survey, and



University of Alaska Southeast to develop, standardize, and 

unify mapping data relating to "hydrography", e.g. streams, 

watersheds, shorelines, salmon occurrence, etc., for better 

resource management across the southeast Alaska region. 

More information about Esri, GIS and the project can be 

found at: http://events.esri.com/uc/2011/sag/list 

/?fa = Detail& SID=1272

http://events.esri.com/uc/2011/sag/list


Zachary Jones Publishes Article

Paper also presented, "By the Blood of Our Shaman: The U.S. Army's 
1869 Bombardment of Alaska's Wrangell Tlingit Indian Village."

Adjunct Instructor of History Zachary Ray Jones published 

the article, "War and Confusion in Babylon: Mormon 

Response to German Unification, 1864-1880," Journal of 

Mormon History 38, no. 3 (Fall 2011): 115-149. Jones 

presented a paper, "By the Blood of Our Shaman: The U.S. 

Army's 1869 Bombardment of Alaska's Wrangell Tlingit 

Indian Village," at the Alaska State Historical Society's 

Annual Conference in Valdez, September 21-24, 2011. 

Jones also serves as Head of the Special Collections 

Research Center at the Sealaska Heritage Institute.



Call for Papers

"Environment, Culture, and Place in a Rapidly Changing North," to be 
held June 14-17 at UAS.

We invite paper and 

panel proposals for 

the Association for the 

Study of Literature 

and Environment's 

Off-Year Symposium, "Environment, Culture, and Place in a 

Rapidly Changing North," to be held June 14-17 at the 

University of Alaska Southeast in Juneau. Proposals related 

to the field of literature and environment broadly, or to the 

symposium theme specifically, should include a 250-word 

abstract, paper title, your name, and affiliation. Proposals 

for pre-organized panels are also welcome. Submit 

proposals to Sarah Jaquette Ray (sjray@uas.alaska.edu) 

and Kevin Maier (kevin.maier@uas.alaska.edu) by 

November 5, 2011.

The symposium's keynote speaker will be Julie Cruikshank, 

Professor Emerita of Anthropology at University of British 

Columbia, and author of Do Glaciers Listen? Local 

Knowledge, Colonial Encounters and Social Imagination. 

Plenary speaker, Ellen Frankenstein, will screen her 

documentary film, Eating Alaska, Ernestine Hayes, author of 

Blonde Indian, will do a reading from her current work, as 

well as Nancy Lord, who just published Early Warming:

Crisis and Response to the Climate-Charged North.

Topics
We welcome proposals for papers, interdisciplinary research, 

or creative work on issues related to literature and the 

environment, and also work that explores the North 

American North, addressing (but not limited to) the

mailto:sjray@uas.alaska.edu
mailto:kevin.maier@uas.alaska.edu


following themes: Global indigenous environmental 

movements; Subsistence/food security/food justice/food 

cultures; Traditional/Local Ecological Knowledges; Climate 

Change (perception, bodies, knowledges, glocalism, 

glaciers, sea-levels, migration, justice); Transnational 

North; The North's colonial, military, or historical contexts; 

Animals/Animality/Wildlife; Boundaries/Borders in the 

North; Migrations, human and nonhuman; ANWR, peak oil, 

and the Arctic as global space; Media representations of the 

North.



Construction Update

Please mind the dust

UAS South Entry Improvements
CuttingEdge Development, Inc. will be working on the 

Hendrickson path between now and October 5.

On Tuesday, October 4, CuttingEdge will begin excavation to 

install storm drain pipe and structures along the west 

(uphill) edge of Auke Lake Way in front of the Hendrickson 

Building. Their activities will close Auke Lake Way for the 

duration of their work, estimated at ten days. You will not 

be able to drive between the small parking lot in front of 

Hendrickson and the main parking lots without going back 

out and around through Auke Bay. This will be 

inconvenient, so please plan ahead. There is always enough 

space in the main parking lots. CuttingEdge will be working 

from 7am to 5pm, Monday through Saturday. CDI will install 

temporary traffic control signs prior to beginning work in 

this area.

USFS Research Lab
Dawson Construction's subcontractor, Miller Construction 

will be blasting in the south corner of the parking lot this 

Friday or Saturday. They are preparing a blasting plan and 

following CBJ protocol.

Please contact me if you have questions or concerns.

Ke Mell

Project Manager

Facilities Planning & Construction 

University of Alaska Southeast



Dan Monteith is presenting on the Tlingits’ 
Struggle

Maintaining Cultural Fishing Practices

Assistant Professor of Anthropology Dan Monteith is 

presenting on the Tlingits' Struggle to Maintain Cultural 

Fishing Practices at the American Society for Ethnohistory 

annual meeting October 19-22, 2011 in Pasadena, CA.



Campus Halloween is FRIDAY, October 28!!

It's that time of year again.

It's Time to get in touch with your inner ghoul and goblin. 

That's right, it's Halloween! UAS will be celebrating 

Halloween this Friday, October 28.

As part of our tradition student government will be hosting 

their office decorating contest. If you want to participate in 

the contest, please contact the Office of Activities and 

Housing at x6528 to register. Judging for the departments 

will start at 10:00 am Friday morning.

Thanks to the library staff there will be a Spooky Halloween 

Treats buffet table outside the library in the Spike's area for 

the eating enjoyment of all starting at 11 a.m.

The Halloween costume and skit contest will be from 12:00 

to 1:00 pm in the Mourant cafeteria. This is sure to be fun 

as there will be food and prizes for contestants. Hope to see 

you there! Don't be a halloweenie!

-Jessie L. Grant, PhD 

Dean of Students



Remembering Dr. William Russell Jones

Professor Emeritus, University of Alaska Southeast

An administrator credited 

with helping to pioneer the 

University of Alaska 

Southeast and the well 

regarded UAS School of 

Education has passed on. 

Dr. William Russell Jones, 

90, died October 7, 2011 in 

Surprise, Arizona. He 

moved to Juneau in 1969 

from Colorado to take the

position of Director of the Division of Instruction at the 

Alaska State Department of Education. In 1971 Jones 

became Coordinator of Teacher Education of the Southeast 

Region of the University of Alaska. He retired from the 

University of Alaska Southeast as Vice Chancellor and 

Professor Emeritus in 1984.

"Russ Jones made significant contributions to the 

development of UAS," said Chancellor John Pugh. "He laid 

the foundation for our present day School of Education. 

Russ and his wife Donna remained great supporters of UAS 

in their retirement."

"He was the first faculty member hired for the teacher 

training program," said former UAS Provost Robbie Stell. 

"When I think of our School of Education and the fine 

reputation we have for training teachers around the state I 

think of Russ."

In 1975, when Jones became a Vice Chancellor, Lawrence 

Lee Oldaker took Jones place at the School of Education.



According to Oldaker, Dr. Jones helped fashion the creation 

of the Southeast Senior College, an upper division and 

graduate program that was to merge with three regional 

community colleges located in Juneau, Sitka, and Ketchikan. 

Jones worked tirelessly with then-Chancellor Michael 

Paradise in forming UAS. Together, and with the new and 

combined faculties, fresh academic on-campus courses and 

outreach activities were created. Statewide efforts were 

affected by employing faculty members to visit schools in 

remote areas and by using audio-conferencing by satellite 

telephones. These distance-delivered courses established 

the foundation of UAS growth and, equally important, 

created a format for the development of the digital 

programming currently used in the university system.

Dr. Jones received the first Emeritus Professor award upon 

his retirement from UAS, a fitting tribute to a highly valued 

educator and colleague.

"Russ has always been remembered as a positive, 

supportive faculty leader during the challenging era of 

university operations in the boom and bust years as 

revenues were brought into public budgets from Prudhoe 

Bay petroleum production," said Oldaker. "His smiling 

countenance, playful cowboy ways, and orientation to 

succeed were contagious. The secret blue elixir he provided 

for the campus yuletide function was memorable."

"I remember Russ as a true gentleman, kind, and 

generous--always a big smile on his face," recalls retired 

Professor of Communications Sue Koester. "With his support 

I began my teaching career at UAS."

Former Chancellor Marshall Lind (1987-99) worked with 

Jones when Lind was Acting Dean of Graduate Studies in the 

mid-1980's. "He was really a very stable element in the 

early development of University of Alaska Juneau (UAJ) and 

UAS," recalls Lind. "He was the mainstay through changes. 

He was instrumental in getting the education program 

going. He used to fly around to different communities in his 

own plane supervising student teachers.

For its 50th Anniversary in 2006, Jones published a personal 

history of UAS. In the forward he wrote, "I am proud to



have been part of the University of Alaska Southeast. It is a 

campus of high standards and great potential. I wish 

continued success to all who participate in furthering the 

development of this fine institution."

"The university was his life's blood," writes his wife, Donna 

Jones. "That was his baby, and what he enjoyed talking 

about."

Dr. Jones is survived by his wife Donna, his daughters, Lynn 

Fletcher and Carolyn McGhee and his son Lee Post. He also 

leaves 3 brothers, David, James and George. He was 

preceded in death by sons, Russell Ward Jones and Richard 

Post and a sister, Corralie Richards. Dr. Jones has ten 

grandchildren and three great-grand children.

A Memorial Service will be held on October 22, 2011 at the 

Community Church of Sun Village in Surprise, Arizona.



Library Open House

Egan Library held its third annual Open House on September 21st.

Over 140 students participated in the 
event. This year's grand prize was a 
$150 gift certificate to the UAS 
Bookstore won by Megan Rhodes. At 
the Open House, students have a 
chance to start their semester off on 
the right foot with a research frame 
of mind.



Geological Society of America’s annual national 
meeting

Paper presented and session honoring Dr. Maynard Miller

Environmental Science Professor Cathy Connor and senior 

students Jenn Shinn, Dave Sauer and Nat Kugler recently 

attended the Geological Society of America's annual national 

meeting in Minneapolis, MN. They presented their 

undergraduate research on glacier monitoring of the 

Mendenhall and Lemon Creek Glaciers. All attended a glacier 

research session honoring Dr. Maynard Miller for his 60+ 

years of research on the Juneau Icefield.



Cooperative Effort Creates Conversational Deg 
Xinag class by e-Learning

3-credit class has 28 participants age 10-85, 7 course instructors, 5 
video sites and 3 telephone sites.

UAF, UAS, and the Iditarod Area School District (IASD) 

cooperated to develop and implement a Fall 2011 

Conversational Deg Xinag class by e-Learning video.

The westernmost language in the Athabascan/NaDene 

family, Deg Xinag is the language of the Deg Xit'an people 

whose traditional territory is along the Yukon and Innoko 

Rivers near their confluence. This 3-credit class has 28 

participants age 10-85, 7 course instructors, 5 video sites 

and 3 telephone sites.

"Teachers" use computers, cameras, video monitors and the 

internet to interact during class with students. IASD pays 

the instructors, 6 of whom are elders serving as language 

resources during class. The course is for UA credit through 

the UAF-Interior/Aleutions Campus. The sites are Juneau, 

Anvik, Shageluk, Grayling, Takotna, Fairbanks, Nenana, and 

Soldotna.



JIRP

Eleven JIRP students registered through the UAS Environmental Science 
program

The ongoing Juneau Icefield Research Program (JIRP) 

introduced 19 students, 21 faculty, 3 physicians, and 8 staff 

from all over the world to a broad range of glaciology, 

atmospheric science, glacial geology, climate science, and 

other pertinent academic topics this past summer. Eleven 

JIRP students registered through the UAS Environmental 

Science program instructed by co-faculty Cathy Connor and 

Icefield Director Jay Fleisher. The program successfully 

concluded with student presentations in Atlin, BC.



Maier attended the 46th Annual Western 
Literature Association Conference

Presents paper

Assistant Professor of English Kevin Maier attended the 46th 

Annual Western Literature Association Conference in 

Missoula, Montana October 5-8, 2011, where he presented 

the paper, "Poaching, Hunting, and Environmentalism in 

D'Arcy McNickle's "Meat for God" and The Surrounded."



King Visit a Success

The One Campus, One Book committee appreciates everyone's help in 
welcoming them to campus.

Dr. Thomas King 

and Dr. Helen Hoy 

made a two day 

visit to the UAS 

Juneau campus on 

Oct 13 & 14, 2011. 

As part of the One 

Campus, One Book 

project, Thomas 

and Helen visited 

several classrooms 

to talk with 

students about "The 

Truth about 

Stories". They were 

welcomed with a 

reception at the 

Egan Library and a 

potluck luncheon.

Thomas gave a literary reading from his collection of short 

stories "A Short History of Indians in Canada" in the Egan 

Library on Friday followed by a student Q&A. Both the 

reading and the Evening at Egan lecture were well attended. 

Thomas and Helen were honored at a Gathering of the 

Drums at the Noyes Pavilion following the Evening at Egan. 

They were given names and danced into their names. The 

One Campus, One Book committee appreciates everyone's 

help in welcoming them to campus.



2011 Alaska Cell of the Friends of the 
Pleistocene and UAS Geology 493 Quaternary

Geology of Prince of Wales Island Sept 2-5, 2011

UAS Environmental Science and Geography students joined 

with other Alaskan 'Friends of the Pleistocene" to gather on 

Prince of Wales Island in southernmost southeast Alaska. 

Three days of field exploration around this geologically and 

archeologically fascinating landscape, were guided by USFS 

scientists Jim Baichtal, course co-instructor Dave D'amore, 

Johanna Kovarik, and Dennis Landwehr. Participants visited 

interesting sites that exposed records of marine sediment 

uplift following deglaciation, the development of karst and 

cave systems in the island's Alexander Terrane limestone's, 

and intriguing sites that were once occupied by some of 

Alaska's earliest human residents. The UAS course was 

organized by Cathy Connor and students' travel and logistics 

were supported through a grant to Connor from the NASA 

Alaska Space Grant Program for Higher Education. The USFS 

provided housing in the Thorne Bay bunkouse and UAS 

provided a van and much administrative support.



2011 FOP Participants at El Capitan Cave on Northern 
POW.
Row 1 Chip McMillan (UAS-ED), Adelie McMillan, Cathy 

Connor (UAS-NS), Torsten Heavner, Matt Heavner (UAS NS 

aff/LANL)

Row 2 Jamie Bradshaw (ENVS), Mallory Millay (GEOG), Ivy 

Smith (ENVS), Nat Kugler (ENVS), Dick Farnell (AK DEC 

ret), Dave D'amore (USFS)

Row 3 Dan Bleidorn (ENVS grad and CBJ), Carolyn Hess 

(Radiologist), Nelli Nelson (ENVS/Tribe of Kasaan), Johanna 

Kovarik (USFS), Jim Baichtal (USFS)

Row 4 Dave Klein (UAF BIO emer.), Dexter Wilke (ENVS), 

Dennis Landwehr (USFS), and Kaleb Rehfield (ENVS).



Mitchell presented at the Feminism(s) and 
Rhetoric(s) conference

"The Fluid Form: Exploring Multigenre Writing as a Feminist, 
Interdisciplinary Space"

English faculty Karen Mitchell presented the paper, "The 

Fluid Form: Exploring Multigenre Writing as a Feminist, 

Interdisciplinary Space" at the Feminism(s) and Rhetoric(s) 

conference held October 12-15, 2011 at Mankato State 

University in Mankato, Minnesota. The presentation was 

made as part of the panel, Locating Feminist Space in the 

Writing Classroom. The panel included colleagues that 

Mitchell taught and studied with at Miami University in Ohio.



Anderson Building Open House

Newly remodeled facility joins the few North Pacific Marine Laboratories.

An open house was held at the newly remodeled Anderson 

Building on Friday, October 21. The Anderson Building joins 

one of the few North Pacific Marine Laboratories. It provides 

classrooms, teaching labs, and research labs for faculty and 

students in the UAS biology and marine biology programs. 

You may also view a slideshow of various labs and 

classrooms taken at the event. Photos by Ryan Cortes.

Tanner Crabs reside in a tank in one the labs on the first 

floor.



UAS Professor of Biology Sherry Tamone shows UAF 

Assistant Professor of Fisheries Franz Mueter some of her 

research subjects.



Board of Regents Reception

Mourant Cafeteria, September 22. 2011

Chancellor John Pugh and UAS Alumni and Elder Marie Olson 

share a moment at reception for the University of Alaska 

Board of Regents.



George attended the Weatherization Thought 
Leaders Summit

Santa Fe, New Mexico Oct. 11-13

Construction Technology program head Marquam George 

attended the U.S. Department of Energy Weatherization 

Thought Leaders Summit, in Santa Fe, New Mexico Oct. 

11-13, 2011. October 31 and November 1 George is 

presenting multiple presentations at the Professional 

Development Conference for the Alaska Career & Technical 

Education conference in Anchorage.



Stell Accepts the Edith R. Bullock Prize for 
Excellence

The prize is was established in 1988 with a $20,000 gift from the late 
Edith R. Bullock.

Former UAS Provost Robbie Stell accepts the Edith R. Bullock Prize 
for Excellence by Vice President, University Relations and Foundation 
President Carla Beam. The prize is awarded each year by the Board 
of Trustees to the individual whose work has demonstrated 
excellence in support of Alaska's State University.


