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The new meal plan is in! Dining 
services offers block plans for the 
2015-2016 school year and there 
are mixed reviews about how 
the changes will affect students.

The most recent major change is 
the re-implementation of  block plans, 
which has some students wondering 
how Dining Services has implemented 
them and how they will work.

Last year students may have 
noticed that all of  the meal plans 
were declining balance. This year 
Dining Services is offering two plans 
that provide Munch Money only and 
three options that include blocks. 

A “declining balance” is when 
a certain amount of  money is put 
onto a student’s card, and the student 
is allowed to spend that money at 
campus dining services. A block plan 
allows students a certain amount 
of  “blocks,” which can be traded in 
for meals less than a certain price.

As of  fall semester this year, 
there will be five meal plans available 
ranging from $2,160 to $570 . Block 
105 costs $2,160 and offers 105 
meals and $1,350 in Munch Money. 
Block 75 also costs $2,160 and offers 
only 75 meals, but makes up for 
that with $1,550 in Munch Money. 
The Blue Plan costs $1,895 and is 
strictly a declining balance plan.

The Gold Plan costs $945 and 
also doesn’t include blocks, but is 
offered only to students who live in 
the Wickersham or Cutler buildings. 
Last and least expensive is the 
Block 30 plan, which costs $570, 
offers 30 meals and $300 in Much 
Money for commuter students only.

One of  the benefits of  the new 
meal plans for students is the discount 
offered for purchaing meal plans. If  
a student purchases Block 105, for 

instance, they will pay $2,160 but will 
receive $840 worth of  standard dinner 
meals and $1,350 worth of  Munch 
Money, totaling a $2,190 value. 
This discount is meant to benefit 
students by offsetting meal costs.

Another new benefit that students 
will be able to take advantage of  is 
the “all-you-care-to-eat” meal. This 
entails students being able to return to 
the meal line for seconds, thirds and so 
on. This new feature is slightly different 

than “all-you-can-eat,” plans in that 
the Dining Services Administration 
will not allow students to pack up a 
to-go box of  food to bring home with 
them for later. If  students prefer to eat 
in their dorm room or elsewhere, they 
are allowed to pack up one meal in a 
to-go box and take it with them, but 
they will be charged for another meal 
if  they want a second serving to go.

This school year, students have the 
option to apply for campus housing 
with any eligible student, regardless 
of  the gender of  their co-applicant. 

“We are calling this pilot program 
our Gender-Inclusive floor,” says Laura 
McCollough, head of  Residence Life 
at UAF. According to McCollough, 
there are gender inclusive floors in 
Wickersham, Cutler and Bartlett Hall. 
Bartlett Hall has also introduced a 
gender inclusive bathroom on the sixth 
floor, meaning the bathroom can also 
be used by members of  any gender.

In 2014, representatives from 
Residence Life met with the Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance (GSA), a student 
organization that strives for “positive 
self-image, tight-knit friendships and 
enlightenment of  the community 
through outreach,” several times 
in order to discuss how on-campus 
housing options could be more gender 
inclusive. This move was made in an 
attempt to reach out to students and 
gather their input and ideas. There 
was also an online forum open to all 

students for discussion at the time.
Though one of  the goals of  

maintaining the Gender Inclusive 
floors is to ensure a safe environment 
for transgender students, the program 
allows for students of  varying 
sexualities and genders to participate. 
Anyone who is interested in sharing 
a co-ed dorm room may apply for 
the program. This option exists to 
benefit anybody who wishes to utilize 
it. “We encourage anyone who is 
interested in living in gender inclusive 
housing to come to the Residence 
Life Central Office to complete an 
application,” Megan Connaghan, 
area coordinator at UAF, said.

As of  Sept. 4, there are 29 
students participating in the program.

In a Letter to the Editor written 
in May of  last year, Connaghan 
also addressed Residence Life’s 
stance on anyone in a domestic 
relationship sharing a dorm room. 
“We do not recommend that any 
couple lives together in a residence 
hall room. However, students do 
not have to disclose relationships 
in order to live in gender-inclusive 
housing,” said Connaghan.

Wickersham, Bartlet, and Cutler are participating in Residence Life’s gender-inclusive initiative 
- Mylissa Maclin / Sun Star

Two University of  Alaska 
Fairbanks employees will lose their 
positions at the campus post office 
as Facilities Services attempts to cut 
costs by installing a mail service kiosk.  
Martin Klein, business manager of  
Auxiliary and Contract Services, 
who oversees the post office, expects 
the Pitney Bowes kiosk to be ready 
for use before Sept. 30, on which 
date the mail counter will be closed.

Letter delivery will not be affected 
by these changes; boxholders will still 
receive paper mail in their box.  Package 
pick-up, however, will be handled 
through a window on the opposite end 
of  the hall, which will be open from 
noon - 3 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Post office administrators plan to 
install “package lockers,” nearer to 
the end of  the year, which would allow 
patrons to pick up their packages 
without assistance, eliminating the 
need for the pick-up window.  Persons 
expecting package delivery would 
be notified when their package 
arrived via a package slip, email or 
text message that would give them 
a temporary code to access a locker 
and receive the package.  When this 
system is operational, Klein said, 
the pick-up window will be closed.

The new kiosk, which is 
currently located to the left of  the 
mail counter, will allow users to 

UAF discontinues health insurance pg. 4

Dine 49 offers a total of five meal plan options for students during the 2015 - 2016 school year - Blake Cooper / Sun Star
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“I actually really do 
love going to the post 
office and everyone is 
really nice there, but I 
don’t think it will be 
the end of the world 

when it changes”

buy postage, mail letters and weigh 
and label packages that can then be 
deposited securely into a receptacle 
or into the mailroom to be mailed.

Customers will be able to use the 
machine during all hours Constitution 
Hall is open.  The kiosk is able to 
process credit and debit card payment, 
which is a new option for the campus 
post office.  However, it is not equipped 
to accept payment by cash or check.

In the past, the post office mail 
counter has been partially funded 
with a subsidy provided by the 
United States Postal Service.  Over 
the years, the cost of  operating the 
mail counter has risen, while the 
subsidy has remained the same.  

According to Klein, the subsidy 
was $72,000, and the annual cost 
of  operation was about $116,000.  
The university will no longer 
receive the subsidy in the absence 
of  a functioning mail counter.

The kiosk has cost Mail Services 
about $22,000 to purchase and install, 
and has an annual operating cost 
of  $1,200.  The machine has a two 
year warranty, and after it expires 
the University will be responsible 
for the cost of  any necessary repairs.

Klein expects the discontinuation 
of  the mail counter to result in 
$42,000 of  annual savings.  That, 
alongside other cuts to costs from 
updating mail processing machines 
and reducing maintenance costs, will 
result in a $408,000 operation budget 
for the 2016 fiscal year, down from 
$502,400 during the 2015 fiscal year.

The decision to discontinue the 
mail counter and install a kiosk was 
considered by the Chancellor’s Cabinet 
and presented to the Associated 
Students of  the University of  Alaska 
(ASUAF) for feedback around finals 
week of  the Spring 2015 Semester.
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Warrant Arrest

8/26/2015 2:08 a.m. - William J. 
Isberg, 54, of  Fairbanks was pulled 
over by police on the Parks Highway 
for having an obscured license plate.  
Officers discovered Isberg smelled 
of  alcohol and had an outstanding 
warrant from the Alaska State 
Troopers (AST) Judicial Service for 
Assault in the 4th degree.  He was 
arrested for the warrant, charged 
with a DUI and transported to 
Fairbanks Correctional Center (FCC).  
Isbergs vehicle was impounded.

Theft

8/26/2015 12:15 p.m. - A white 
Giant Innova crossover bike was 
stolen from under the stairwell at 
the UAF Design and Construction 
building on University Ave.  The 
bike had been kept there for the past 
two weeks and not used due to the 
weather.  When the victim went to get 
his bike he noticed it had been stolen 
and filed a report.  The bike featured 
upgrades such as saddlebags, seat 

and tires.  The bike is valued at $492.

8/30/2015 9:39 a.m. - A black Kona 
mountain bike with red and white trim 
was stolen from the Skarland Hall 
bike rack sometime between 10 p.m. 
and 9:30 a.m.  The bike  is a part of  
the Green Bike rental program.  The 
bike had been locked when it was 
stolen.  The investigation is ongoing.

DUI

8/27/2015 2:22 a.m - Robert 
N. Sullivan, 41, of  Fairbanks was 
observed speeding, weaving and 
swerving in his vehicle as he traveled 
down University Ave.  He admitted to 
drinking beer and liquor, failed three 
field sobriety tests and blew a .214.  
Sullivan was charged with a DUI, 
arrested and transported to FCC.

Sullivan was found to be 
responsible for damage to a university 
fence  prior to his arrest that night.  
UAF facilities workers notified police 
of  a damaged fence.  A drivers side 
mirror was found at the scene.  Officers 
reviewed the video footage of  the 
accident and sent out a picture of  the 
suspect’s vehicle, a white GMC Sierra.  
The arresting officer from the night 
prior noticed the similarities in the 

vehicles and confirmed the two were 
one in the same.  The mirror left at 
the scene was Sullivans.  The damage 
to the fence is estimated at $1,000.

8/29/2015 1:33 a.m. - Vincent R. 
Kelly, 20, of  Fairbanks was arrested 
and charged with DUI and Minor 
Operating after Consuming Alcohol.  
Kelly was observed attempting to 
drive his pickup at the College Inn, 
but it kept bucking and jerking and 
eventually stalled.  He initially admitted 
to drinking beer but later added a shot 
of  an unknown liqueur to the dossier.  
Officers observed three empty beer 
cans in the bed of  the truck.  Kelly 
failed three field sobriety tests, was 
visibly swaying and blew a .128.  He 
was arrested and transported to FCC.

Driving Without a License 
(NVOL)

8/29/2015 2:39 a.m. - A police 
pursuit ensued after a man spotted 
cops heading his direction and tried 
to flee.  AST attempted to pull over 
Rick R. Peterson, 19, of  North Pole 
for a broken headlight when he sped 
out of  a Tesoro on College.  Police 
pursued Peterson through Goldrush 
Estates, where he ditched the vehicle 

and took off on foot.  Police followed 
Peterson for a short distance on foot 
before catching him.  Peterson claimed 
he ran because he had stolen his 
friends truck and didn’t want to get in 
trouble.  He also admitted to drinking 
beer and a shot of  whiskey prior to 
driving.  Peterson’s blood alcohol was 
three times the legal limit at .185 and 
he failed field sobriety tests.  Peterson 
was arrested and charged with Felony 
Elude, DUI, and Driving While 
License is Revoked.  He was taken 
to FCC.  The friend whose truck he 
stole did not want to press charges.

Intoxicated Person

8/30/2015 10:54 p.m. - A report of  
an intoxicated man jumping in front 
of  cars led officers to Farmers Loop.  
The man was highly intoxicated and 
was attempting to walk the yellow 
line in the middle of  the road.  He 
was uncooperative and made hostile 
threats to officers regarding killing 
law enforcement personnel.  Police 
detained the individual and escorted 
him to FCC for a Title 47 (sleep-off).  
The man was not arrested or charged.

To view the complete police blotter, visit 
our website at www.uafsunstar.com

Heather Penn
Sun Star

Dianna Rupp
Sun Star

Present: 
Benjamin Anderson-Agimuk, Clay 
Allen, Erik Rickards, Cordero Reid, 
Jonathan Quiñones, Kayleen Hansen, 
Mickey Zakurdaew, Sabrina Martin 
and Allyssia Garcia.

Absent: 
Sydney Rosenbalm and Chris Hoch.

ASUAF called its first meeting of  
the semester into session Sunday at 
4:01 p.m. President Mathew Carrick 
and Vice President Colby Freel 
began the meeting by welcoming all 
returning and new senators, as well 
as a variety of  guest speakers and 
hopeful board elects, to the session.

As the senate’s first order of  
business for the new school year, 
senator Jonathan Quiñones was 
elected as the new senate chair with 
a vote of  7-1 against his opponent, 
Cordero Reid. Chair Quiñones 

accepted his victory and presided 
over the remainder of  the meeting.

The senate chose to unanimously 
accept the new rules and procedures, 
which will set the format for the 
remainder of  the year’s sessions. 
The senate later voted to suspend 
them with a vote of  6-0-1 for the 
remainder of  meeting so that 
senate elect Sabrina Martin could 
be confirmed fully to senate, thus 
allowing her to be considered for 
chair of  the executive committee. 
She won with a unanimous vote. 

After electing Senator Martin, 
the senate went on to elect Senator 
Cordero Reid as the chair of  the 
Internal affairs committee, and 
Senator Allyssia Garcia as chair of  
the Public Relations committee, and 
Senator Erik Rickards as the chair 
of  the Student Affairs committee.

After  f in ishing committee 
appointments, guests were allowed 
to introduce themselves and speak 
to the senate. Daniel Nero, a hopeful 
concert board candidate and Student 
Josh Hovis Involvement Coordinator, 
attended. Hovis spoke to the senate 
about the importance of  SB 185-
001, which, if  passed, will reform 

the way the club council is operated.
Once guests finished speaking, the 

senate moved on to the consideration of  
appointments to the RISE, Elections, 
Publication and Concert boards. 
Brandon Elkins and Rocco Haro were 
appointed to the RISE Board with 
votes of  7-1-0 and 6-1-1, respectively. 
Daniel Nero was elected to the 
Concert Board after winning against 
Taylor Morgan with a vote of  6 - 2.

After discussion, appointments for 
the Publication and Elections boards 
were postponed, with the Publication 
Board being tabled until next week 
and Elections Board being pushed 
out for two additional meetings.

Though most committee officers 
were unable to give reports due 
to it being the first meeting of  the 
semester, President Carrick claimed 
32 hours over the summer, which 
were primarily spent on working 
with the student fees committee, 
the hiring committee for the new 
dean of  students and assisting in the 
search for the new chancellor of  UAF. 

Vice President Freel went 
on to claim  135 hours over the 
summer that were spent running 
summer senate, working with club 

council and representing ASUAF 
at a variety of  student events. 

The final officer to report was 
public relations director Hannah 
Witherington, who claimed 7 hours 
over the last week, most of  which 
were spent updating ASUAF’s 
website and connecting with 
students at the Wood Center’s late 
nighter event on Friday, Sept. 4.

The first senate bill of  the session, 
SB 185-001, was moved to the internal 
affairs committee by Chair Quinones, 
allowing the senate to move into 
final confirmations for the evening. 
Senator elect Ryan Cain, Concert 
Board elects Hannah Witherington 
and Daniel Nero and RISE Board 
elects Brandon Elkins and Rocco 
Haro were all confirmed to their 
respective positions. Senators Sabrina 
Martin, Clay Allen and Brandon 
Anderson-Agimuk, as well as Vice 
President Colby Freel were all sworn 
into the senate by Chair Quiñones.

As a last point of  business, the senate 
unanimously approved the Election 
board’s changes to the Election manual 
and adjourned the meeting at 5:39 p.m.

ASUAF Recap

The Sun Star welcomes 
commentary from our readers! 
Letters to the editor should be 

no longer than 250 words. Please 
include the author’s full name and 
contact information (phone, e-mail 
or address).  E-mail your letters to 
editor@uafsunstar.com. Letters must 
be received by 5 p.m. Friday in 

order to be run in the next issue.  
All letters are subject to editing for 

brevity and grammar.

Letters to the Editor
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 Pick Up at the Upper Wood Center Bus Stop at 

  9am & 10:45am 
& Drop offs after service 

    You are invited to 

Questions? Visit our Website: www.bethelchurchak.org or call: 479-4380 

This Sunday 
Worship Services: 9:15am & 11:00am   

At 1310 Farmers Loop Rd. 

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Kyrie Long
Copy Editor

Nanooks See Volleyball 
Progress Despite Zero Wins

Student celebration at Starvation Gulch

Despite earning no wins in the 
Alaska Nanooks Classic, the Nanooks 
came out swinging in the end to show 
huge improvement from last year. The 
Nanooks played in two five-set matches 
and fought hard against a defensive 
juggernaut in the Saint Mary’s Rattlers.

“Nobody likes a loss,” Head Coach 
Brian Scott explained. “We always 
want a win, but we sent the message 
tonight that Nanook volleyball will 
not be the same as it has in the past. 
We saw a lot of  fight out of  these 
girls tonight, and they stuck in the 
match and battled point-for-point.”

Scott is trying to instill a new 
culture to the volleyball team and 
the results are definitely showing. 
The Nanooks faced the Minot State 
Beavers in the first game and dealt with 
a powerhouse-and-a-half  in senior 
Mallory Sall for the Beavers. With the 
Nanooks facing defeat down two sets 
to one in the series, they turned to their 
youth. Freshman Amberly Jeane came 
in and dominated the nets with 12 kills 
against the tough defense from the 
Beavers’ Sall and Rachel Fagerburg.

The Nanooks went on to force a five-

set match. It is the first time they have 
played five sets in a home game since 
2012 against Findlay (Ohio), which 
was also in the Alaska Nanook Classic.

“I think we had some great things 
happen tonight,” Scott said after 
Friday’s loss.  “This isn’t the same team 
as last year, even though most of  the 
girls are the same. They didn’t crumble 
after losing two sets, they fought back 
and went back to work and that’s the 
approach we are teaching them.”

Throughout the tournament, 
the Nanooks faced stiff competition 
going through two straight five-
set matches and missing those 
opportunities didn’t deter Scott’s 
enthusiasm about his young team.

“Even though this weekend’s 
outcome wasn’t what we wanted, we 
emphasized to the girls that huge steps 
were still made,” Scott said.   “Progress 
is being made and we specifically 
talked about how many sets were won 
this weekend opposed to how long to 
it took to win that number last year. 
This team battles, and we are going to 
keep progressing and moving forward. 
This weekend was just the start.”

The tournament ended with 
the Nanooks losing all three 
matches and the Saint Joseph’s 
College Pumas won the Classic.

Every year the UAF Student 
Activities Office (SAO) holds a bonfire 
celebration called Starvation Gulch. 
The bonfire has been a notable UAF 
tradition since 1923. “It’s supposed to 
symbolize the passing of  traditions to 
new students and faculty members at 
UAF,” Dani Atkins, student assistant 
and Nanook Traditions Chair, said.

The celebration is also the grounds 
for other traditions activity.  In 1956, 
UAF President Ernest Patty passed 
a campus wide alcohol ban as result 
of  drunken fights breaking out. In 
1957, the UAF Tradition Stone 
was created and engraved with the 
epitaph “Here Lies Tradition, 1957” 
to commemorate this occasion.

The stone, which was taken 
from it’s designated place outside of  
Constitution Hall that same year, is 
frequently stolen and changes location 
often. It makes an appearance at 
Starvation Gulch annually. It has 
not remained in the same spot for 

more than one year since its creation. 
The ban on alcohol, which 

initially caused the creation of  the 
Tradition Stone, has since been lifted.

Starvation Gulch takes place in the 
Nenana parking lot across from the 
Patty Center on Sept. 25 at 10 p.m.  
Situated around the lot will be booths 
for student clubs and a D.J. to provide 
music. In previous years, booths have 
offered food, candy and assorted 
goods from student clubs. This year 
there will be an area designated 
on the concrete surrounding the 
D.J. booth for students to dance in.

“I hope students will have a 
good time,” Atkins said. The aim of  
Starvation Gulch is not only to mark 
the passing of  tradition, but also to 
get students involved in clubs. Atkins 
hopes that Starvation Gulch will lead to 
participation in more student activities. 
With the club booths and dancing 
area already planned for this year, 
there will be plenty of  opportunities 
to connect to other students.

Students may also sign up to build 
a structure out of  wooden pallets to 
be burned at the designated time. 

Students who wish to sign up may do 
so as individuals or in teams, which 
compete to have their structure earn 
bragging rights and a number of  titles, 
including “Most Creative” and “Big Ass 

Flame.” Anyone interested in building 
a structure to burn at the bonfire 
may ask about sign-ups in the SAO 
office, located inside the Wood Center.

The UAF Education, Development, Growth and Experience (EDGE) Program team members smile 
for the camera after their completed success in building their Starvation Gulch 2012 tower on 
Sept. 29, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star 

Kensey Mix, an Elementary Education student, spikes the ball against her opponents. 
- Max Mckurtis / Sun Star

Dining Services
This new opportunity is intended 

for students to consume everything 
they care to eat in the same sitting inside 
the cafeteria area only. Dining Services 
offers slogan, “Let us do the dishes” 
to promote the “sit-in only” idea.

Students have expressed 
concern about the areas that need 
improvement. The 4:30p.m start 
time for dinner means students with 
block meal plans will only be able to 
use those allotted meals after 4:30 
p.m. They are, however, encouraged 
to use their Munch Money to 
purchase breakfast, lunch and snacks 
throughout the semester anywhere on 
campus and at a few places off campus.

Students have expressed they 
would prefer to have there be no dinner 
start time and for there to be a charge-
all-day system like last year. Students 
said that maybe a two-swipe minimum 
could be implemented so that students 
can choose two meals per day.

This concern has grown because 
of  last year’s issue where students 
had an excess of  Munch Money 
toward the end of  the year and 
were having to intentionally spend 
on non-essentials as to not waste 
their already-invested money. 

The new block schedule was 
implemented for this exact reason. 
Students were ending up with extra 
Munch Money and the Administration 
saw that offering block plans once 
again may solve the problem.

Whether the startup time is going 
to be a pressing issue or if  the plan as 
a whole will be beneficial to students 
has yet to be seen. So far, UAF 
Dining Services has implemented 
a structured plan that attempts to 
meet the everyone’s needs. If  the 
current plan structure works well, 
then students may see some small 
adjustments, but if  not, students might 
see a whole structure again next year.

The Sun Star is seeking freelancers!

We're looking for:
Reporters
Photographers
Multimedia Artists (audio and video)

And we’ll pay you for it!
News Brief:
News Story:
Feature Story:
Column:

$20
$40
$50
$30

Photo Selects:
Photo Spread:
Photo Essay:
Raw Video:

$15/photo
$50
$65
$5/min

For more information come to 
our freelancer meetings at 1pm 
every Sunday in 305 
Constitution Hall, call us at 
(907)474-7540 or email us at 
editor@uafsunstar.com.

STAR
SUN The voice of  

the Nanook, 
your source for 
student news

Continued from page 1
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TRAVEL FUNDING FOR
 � Any undergraduate student
 � Any year
 � Any discipline

AWARDS OF UP TO $2,000
 � Present your project
 � Attend a conference

APPLICATION DEADLINE
 � September 18, 2015

INFO AT
 � www.uaf.edu/ursa

fromfrom

APPLY NOW FOR 
FALL TRAVEL FUNDING

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

On Monday, Aug. 10, the UAF 
Student Advancement office sent 
an email to all returning students 
detailing a university health 
insurance policy change. The email 
stated that students are no longer 
required to have health insurance 
in order to attend UAF. However, 
the email also said that UAF was no 
longer offering any health insurance 
plan to undergraduate students.

This does not effect Graduate 
Student job benefits, nor does it 
effect the health insurance program 
offered to foreign exchange students. 

A lot of  third- and fourth-

year students were concerned 
about how this will influence their 
lives and why these changes were 
made. Freshmen and sophomores 
are less concerned. “I didn’t even 
know we had a health insurance 
plan,” student Garret Monroe said.

Last year almost all undergraduate 
students were either on their 
parent’s health insurance plan using 
a government-owned healthcare 
plan or a privately owned program.

“With the Affordable Care Act 
in 2010 students could stay on their 
parent’s insurance until age 26,” Dr. 
Aldrich, the Director of  the UAF 
Student and Counseling Center said.  
“So we saw a lot of  people fall off the 
policy then. We used to have upwards 

of  about a thousand people on the 
policy, and it went down to 200.”

 Before 2010, when the Affordable 
Care Act was implemented, 
the health insurance company 
UnitedHealthcare, which provided 
for UAF’s insurance program, thrived.

The cost of  UnitedHealthcare’s 
insurance plan in 2014 was $2,056 
annually and the program offered a 
$400 deductible. If  healthcare costs 
exceeded $2,500, another $5,000 
would be added to the deductible. 
It did, however, cover all medical 
fees except dental and eye care.  

UnitedHealthcare requested 
that UAF make holding their health 
insurance policy a requirement 
for attendance unless a student 

UAF Discontinues Health Insurance for Undergrads
Michael Romanovsky
Sun Star

NEWS

showed the Office of  Bursar he 
or she was already insured. This 
would have been problematic for the 
Office of  the Bursar because they 
are not equipped to deal with the 
students who wouldn’t be interested 
in using the UAF insurance plan.

UA decided to disregard 
UnitedHealthcare’s ultimatum 
and cut the undergraduate health 
program entirely. “There wasn’t 
an appetite for the hard waiver, 
When we could give students good 
options with Medicaid and with 
healthcare.gov,” said Dr. Aldrich.

Students who have questions 
regarding health insurance 
opportunities may visit the health 
center for more information.

Letter from the Editor

Post Office
  ASUAF did not issue an official 

response about the changes.  “Members 
of  the group were excited about the 
ability to use credit cards,” Klein said.

“I guess I get it,” Sophie Hill, a 
second-year student said.  “I actually 
really do love going to the post 
office and everyone is really nice 
there, but I don’t think it will be the 
end of  the world when it changes.” 

“I don’t think it will be too bad,” 
Drew Gates, a petroleum engineering 
student from California said. “I don’t 
really go to the post office to socialize,” 

Angela Schmidt, a UAF alumnus 
and employee at the Rasmuson 
Library, says that visiting the post office 
is part of  her daily routine, and that 
she is concerned about the window’s 

closure.  “Being able to communicate 
with a real person provides a tangible 
connection to home, and a welcoming 
introduction to UAF,” Schmidt said.

Schmidt cites the usefulness of  
having someone there to help people 
work through international mailing 
services, find buildings on campus, 
sending money orders, and more.  
“Their personal service cannot be 
replaced by a kiosk,” Schmidt said.

More kiosks may be installed in 
the post office or around campus 
within the next few years, depending 
on user feedback.  The office hours 
for the package pick-up window 
will be subject to change within the 
first few months of  operation, also 
depending on customer reactions.

Credit Cards: 
evil, or just 
misunderstood?

Many college students, myself  
included, were warned at some 
point about the dangers of  credit 
cards. Older family members often 
tell students to avoid these money-
spending tools, as they will quickly trap 
the unwary under terrible amounts of  
debt. More politically-minded critics 
accuse banks of  conspiring against 
the uneducated with credit cards and 
trying to exploit the underfunded.

In some ways, those who warn 
against credit cards are right: if  cards 
are managed improperly users can 
work themselves into a mountain 
of  debt with a frighteningly high 
interest rate. However, when used 
carefully and responsibly, credit 
cards are valuable financial tools.

A credit card offers a line of  
credit, which is something like a 
short-term loan this means I can use 
a card to purchase something even 
when I don’t actually have the cash 
for it—dangerous if  spent recklessly, 
but useful when a paycheck is 
coming soon. Most cards offer a 
grace period of  about 30 days for 
the borrower—that’s you—to pay 
back the amount before charging 
interest. It’s a good idea, since 
you’ll pay only what you spent on 
merchandise and the card issuer will 
report a good credit score for you.

A credit score is another 
advantage to using credit cards: 
this number, associated with your 
social security number, ranges from 

300 (terrible) to 850 (excellent) and 
indicates your trustworthiness on 
making payments. A good credit 
score will help you get a mortgage, 
car loan, or other forms of  credit 
(even including a better credit card).

Credit scores are used increasingly 
by landlords and even employers 
to make sure potential tenants or 
employees are reliable. Young people 
in general and college students in 
particular often don’t have a credit 
history, so credit cards can be a great 
way to start one if  used responsibly.

So, what do credit card companies 
get out of  the deal? Surprisingly, 
much of  their revenue doesn’t come 
from charging interest. Whenever you 
use a credit card to make a purchase, 
a fraction of  the charge goes to the 
credit card issuer and to the financial 
network that allows merchants to 
actually transfer money from your 
account electronically (e.g., Visa or 
MasterCard). (This is why many 
merchants don’t allow you to use 
AmericanExpress: AmEx charges a 
higher fee than most other networks.)

Many issuers also charge user 
fees ranging from monthly account 
charges (which are often higher on 
reward cards) to user transaction 
fees. Fortunately, though, users 
have a plethora of  cards to choose 
from that charge users little to 
nothing—just make sure to read 
the fine print on a contract.

Are you convinced? Good! 
Make sure to make payments on 
time and keep careful track of  
your spending, and you, too, can 
enjoy the benefits. However, you 
may find it difficult to access a 
credit card if  you have no credit 
history, as issuers are wary of  risks.

You should consult somveone 
at your bank or with financial 
knowledge, but you do have several 
options. Most banks will offer secured 
credit cards, which use a certain sum 
of  money (often around $500) in 
your savings or checking account 
as collateral to insure against risk 
of  default (what happens when a 
borrower can’t pay his debts). Many 
banks also offer low-credit student 
credit cards aimed at helping young 
users establish a credit history, and 
these cards often come with lower fees.

Finally, you can ask an older 
family member to co-sign a card 
with you, which lets the bank know 
they’ll help you out if  you get in debt.

Mathew Carrick
Columnist

Continued from page 1

manner as possible if  you don’t have the 
deep-seated curiosity that will lead you 
to new information in the first place?

Most of  the journalists I have 
worked with at the Sun Star study 
liberal arts, and a good deal of  
them are majoring or majored in 
journalism.  And I am disheartened to 
hear potential recruits  mostly in other 
fields, often in more technical ones like 
math, science, engineering shy away 
from writing for the paper because they 
“aren’t journalists,” or because they 
“don’t know how to write articles.”

Writing an article and applying 
that journalistic skill set is secondary 
to asking hard questions, which as 

college students we should all be 
doing anyway.  I would encourage 
anyone who is curious or who enjoys 
learning, regardless of  their field of  
study or experience writing news, 
to come to a Sun Star meeting 
and listen to us talk about story 
pitches, and possibly take on a story.

Because writing and formatting 
and editing comes second.  Asking 
“what the hell?” comes first. 
Maybe it’s time to ask “what the 
hell is going on at the Sun Star?”

What the hell?  You don't 
have twwo study journalism 
to be a good journalist.

Danny Fisher
Editor-in-Chief

This Sunday, before our story 
meeting, I received via email a list of  
story article ideas.  As I was reading 
through the topics I found myself  
thinking about what indignant folks 
journalists are, mostly based on the 
number of  times the phrase “what 
the hell?” was used when referring to 
policies, practices, and institutions.

One of  the defining characteristics 
of  journalists is their tendency to 
question what others may take for 
granted.  I’d say that specific attribute is 
even more important than one’s study 
of  AP style and proper journalistic 
writing practices.  What good is the 
ability to list facts in as unbiased a 
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Naturally Perspiring
By  Mason Schoemaker

Easy

Sudoku
7 2 8 4

2 6
1 4 3 5
9 5 6

3 6 7 2 9
2 3 8
4 1 5 7

6 2
2 9 5 1

Fill in the squares so that the numbers 1-9 
each appear once in every row, column, and 
box.

‘Nook on the street was compiled by Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

‘Nook on the Street

ARE YOU A writer LOOKING FOR WORK?
The sun star is looking for

Freelance Photographers and 
Writers. For our payscales or more
information, please stop by our 
oFFice in 305 Constitution Hall

or call 474-7540 

This week we asked students: 
What do you think of  the name of  Mt. McKinley being officially changed to Denali?

“I like it.  I don’t even 
think [McKinley 
had ever] been to 
Alaska. Maybe he has. 
Considering Denali has 
been here for longer 
than he was President, 
I like it.” 

“I like it. I think 
it’s respectful to the 
Native Alaskans and I 
honestly don’t think we 
should have named it 
Mt. McKinley. I mean, 
what did he even do?  
He ran for president 
and did some stuff.”

“I’m not really too 
sure how I feel about 
that. I’m kind of  
wishy-washy about it. 
I don’t mind that it’s 
being changed back, 
but then again I didn’t 
really have any liking 
to McKinley anyway.”

“I’m glad.”
“I like it. I think it’s a lot 
more relevant. I think it being 
named after McKinley was 
kind of  irrelevant to Alaska 
and I don’t think he really 
had a lot to do with Alaska. 
So, I think it’s a lot more 
fitting to change it back to 
Denali.”

“I really like it. I actually 
thought that Denali had 
been it’s name for a while, 
but apparently it was just 
under discussion. It’s nice to 
have it be called “The Great 
One” again as per Native 
Alaskan terms instead of  after 
someone who really didn’t do 
much for Alaska.”

Jesse Keller
Mathematics

Steven McGraw
History

Dennis Barril
Fisheries Biology

Jordan Scott 
Petroleum 
Engineering

Carl Burnside 
Marine Biology

Aimee Bushnell
Business Admin /Spanish

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Kyrie Long.  If you are interested in having your event featured 
here, contact Danny Fisher at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Wednesday / 9
11 a.m.-4 p.m. - Tanana Valley 
Farmer’s Market located on 
the corner of  College Road and 
Caribou Way in Fairbanks.  Come 
find food, art and fun just down 
the road from the University.

Thursday / 10
7-10 p.m. - Game Night at the Wood 
Center. Come for board games, 
video games, tournaments and more!

Friday / 11
5 p.m. - Deadline for Adding 
Classes, Late Registration, 
a n d  Fe e  P a y m e n t  I N 
PERSON at the Bursar’s Office.

Midn ight  -  Deadline  for 
A d d i n g  C l a s s e s ,  L a t e 
Registration, and Fee Payment 
O N L I N E  u s i n g  UAO n l i n e

Saturday / 12
9 a.m.-4 p.m. - Tanana Valley 
Farmer’s Market located on 
the corner of  College Road and 
Caribou Way in Fairbanks.  Come 
find food, art, and fun just down 
the road from the University.

11 a.m.-3 p.m. - Fairbanks Families 
Partnership Health Fair in Pioneer 
Park, off of  Airport Way. University of  
Alaska Museum of  the North will have 
activities and information at the fair.

Answers at www.uafsunstar.com
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As a student of the University of Alaska, 
you could be saving 17% on qualifying 
AT&T plans.

To check your eligibility, choose from these options:
• Go to http://www.att.com/getIRU. 

• Go to your nearest store (bring proof of eligibility such as an
 employee badge, paystub or student ID).

• Contact your AT&T sales representative, Kerry Emery, by emailing   
 ke0559@att.com or calling 907.264.7245.

Store Locations

Sponsorship Program discounts: Monthly service discounts are available to qualified employees, students and other authorized individuals associated with eligible sponsoring organizations, such as companies and colleges/universities with a qualified business agreement (“Business 
Agreement”). Individuals must provide proof of eligibility (valid employee badge/student ID card, paystub or other approved validation method) and subscribe to service as Individual Responsibility Users (IRUs), taking personal liability for their accounts. Discounts are subject to the 
Business Agreement and may be interrupted, changed and/or discontinued without notice to you. A minimum number of employees, minimum monthly service charge for qualified plans, additional AT&T services or other requirements may apply for eligibility. Under some Business 
Agreements, the discount can vary monthly depending on your organization’s aggregate volume of qualified charges. Discounts apply only to the monthly service charge of qualified plans (unless otherwise provided in your organization’s Business Agreement). If you have a question 
about available discounts and/or your eligibility, contact your organization’s telecom manager or contact us at att.com/getIRU. © 2015 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

 

Aurora Center
Teddy Bear Plaza
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