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Title IX protects students 
from sexual misconduct

Last Year,  UA Systems 
distributed a Title IX survey to a 
selection of  students as part of  a 

safety investigation held on campus.
Title IX is a federal law that 

prohibits gender-based discrimination 
in academics and athletics programs 
that receive federal funding. Due 
to the rise in sexual misconduct 
cases nationwide, Title IX has 
put an emphasis on ensuring 
that students are free of  sexual 
abuse and sex discrimination.

“I do know that as far as health 
statistics and statistics for domestic 
violence and assault and all that, 
Fairbanks is ridiculously high 
compared to the rest of  the country.” 
Jerzy Ellanna, UAF Women’s 
Center student assistant said.
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The 53rd annual Equinox 
Marathon, a 26.2 mile race during 
which the participants climb and 
descend the 1,800 foot path to 
Ester Dome, was run this Saturday.  
Matias Saari came in first for the 
men’s race with a time of  2:52:25 
and Erika Burr came in first in the 
women’s race with a time of  3:24:32.

This mostly off-road trail, 
filled with gnarled roots and gravel 
paths, may seem like an impossible 
task to some, but to others it’s just 
another obstacle to be overcome.

Brian Switzer  not  only 
finished the grueling race, but he 
did so while running blind and 
mostly deaf. A young man from 
Boston, Switzer has been living 
his whole life with a little-known 
affliction called Usher Syndrome.

Usher syndrome is a cureless 
disorder that causes permanent 
deafness and blindness in over 
400,000 people worldwide. Switzer 
was born with type 2 Usher 
syndrome, and was diagnosed at 4 
years old. Children with type 2 Usher 
syndrome are born with moderate 
to severe hearing loss, normal 
balance and progressive vision loss.

Switzer wil l  be one of  
many to run in support of  the 
Usher Syndrome Coalit ion’s 
campaign to “Own the Equinox.”

Approximately 3 to 6 percent 
of  all children who are deaf  and 
another 3 to 6 percent of  children 
who are hard-of-hearing have 
Usher syndrome, according to the 
National Institute on Deafness and 
Other Communicational Disorders.

Switzer was born mostly deaf, but 
can communicate verbally with the 
aid of  a hearing aid. He lost the last of  
his vision just over a year ago. Switzer 
will run his first full marathon aided 
by German guide Marco Steffan, 
who Switzer ran with previously 
in the Boston Half  Marathon.

S w i t z e r  f i n i s h e d  t h e 
marathon with a time of  6:12:32.

Runners brave 
equinox for a 
cause

Two participants hug following the start 
of the 2015 Equinox Marathon on Saturday 
morning. - Matthew Waldack / Sun Star

New Student 
Regent to tackle 
tuition and fees

In June, Governor Bill Walker 
appointed 26-year-old Stacey 
Lucason, a masters student at UAA, 
to the two-year student regent 
position. This position is part of  
the 11-member Board of  Regents 
(BOR), which meets about a dozen 
times a year to oversee statewide 
university policy and management 
through the UA President.

“I’ve heard repeatedly from 
administration and the BOR that 
while the budget gets reduced 
from the state and costs go up; that 
students can just take classes online, 
like that is a perfect replacement 
for an in-person class that’s no 
longer being offered,” Lucason said, 
highlighting some of  her concerns.

“My undergrad major in 
philosophy [which was cut from UAF 
last year, despite being able to manage 
operating costs] offered a stark contrast 
in the depth of  discussion one can 
have when in a classroom versus when 
in an online chat room with people 
trying to get a general education 
requirement out of  the way in the 
easiest way possible,” Lucason said.

Stacey said that at a recent Board 
of  Regents committee meeting, the 
topic of  fees came up among the 
regents, some of  whom expressed 
interest in learning more about them.

She supports the BOR being  
better informed on every fee college 

students are paying, even in classes. 
If  just one or two regents got up 
to speed on the details, they could 
share it with the full board, she said.

“They need to know that kind 
of  detail when they consider tuition 
increases for students,” she said.

Lucason is looking forward to 
her first board of  regents meeting.  
She has been preparing since 
last year, as president of  student 
government at UAA, reading 
meeting agendas and listening to 
public testimony online, as well as 
attending each meeting in person.

The first step was becoming 
familiar with university policy, 
a 4,000 page tome detailing 
everything from mission statements 
to where you can smoke tobacco 
on campus, according to outgoing 
student regent Courtney Enright.

Enright remembers being 
appointed days before the first 
meeting and being overwhelmed, 
but quickly fostered relationships 

with other BOR members, 
especially Jo Heckman, because 
they were both from Fairbanks.

“We traveled together often 
and there was a lot of  downtime at 
airports and such, which allowed 
me to start getting to know her on a 
personal level, as well as professional.”

She also recounted how the 
intimidation and nervousness she felt in 
politicians’ offices quickly disappeared 
as novelty wore off and she grew more 
accustomed to working with them 
and understanding them as people.

Enright is most proud of  her work 
on drafting policy to have a statewide 
grading system, still in progress, 
and being behind the composition 
of  a map of  all the gender neutral 
bathrooms on all UA campuses. 
She voted unanimously with the 
board to raise tuition five percent 
in February, following a $20 million 
funding drop from the legislature, 
and voted against the smoking ban 
given the overwhelming feedback she 
was receiving from students and staff 
on the UAF campus about the ban.

Lucason i s  pushing for 
more  s tudent  invo lvement 
a n d  a  c o h e s i ve  s t u d e n t 
government across all campuses.

While president of  UAA’s 
student gov, she helped foster 
student awareness, mostly within 
student government and oversaw 
student attendance of  about 
10 to every BOR meeting in 
Anchorage, and two elsewhere.

T h e  b i g g e s t  ch a l l e n g e 
and greatest focus will be on 
budgeting issues,  she said.

Lucason will not be on the UAF 
campus until the BOR meeting 
in December, but says she may 
be reached by phone and email 
and can set up appointments.

Stacey Lucason poses for a photo outside of 
the University of Alaska Anchorage campus 
in early March 2015. 
-Photo Courtesy of Phillip Hall, UAA 
Green and Gold Publication

ASUAF President Matthew Carrick (back left) and KSUA General Manager Mickey Zakurdaew (back right) discuss the idea of the Concert Board 
merging with KSUA during the Board’s first meeting of the semester on Friday. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

The Concert Board may choose to 
cancel the fall concert after four artists 
turned down their invitation and Staff 
advisor Cody Rogers stepped down.

“Over the summer we did make 
four offers to four different bands,” 
Amador said. “They just didn’t go 

through. It wasn’t for lack of  trying.”
At their first meeting of  the 

semester, the Concert Board drew 
up a list of  artists to contact. 
KSUA General Manager Mickey 
Zakurdaew suggested bringing 
up local bands from Anchorage, 
which he knew could come up 
sometime in November. Another 
band suggestion was 18+, a Los 
Angeles artist whose lyrical content 
primarily concerns sex. More popular 

artists that Concert Board members 
were thinking of  are Shwayze, Run 
the Jewels and X Ambassadors.

Even if  the Board can find 
funds for popular artists, one large 
factor in successfully putting on a 
concert is whether the band wants 
to spend time traveling to Alaska to 
perform for such a small audience. 

Fall concert faces possible cancellation

Preachers stir controversy at UAF pg. 5
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The Sun Star welcomes commentary 
from our readers! Letters to the 
editor should be no longer than 250 
words. Please include the author’s 
full name and contact information 
(phone, e-mail or address).  E-mail 
your letters to editor@uafsunstar.com. 
Letters must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in the 
next issue.  All letters are subject to 
editing for brevity and grammar.
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Present: Brandon Blum, Benjamin 
Anderson-Agimuk, Erik Rickards, 
Jonathan Quiñones, Kayleen Hansen, 
Allyssia Garcia and Mickey Zakur-
daew.

Absent Excused: Cordero Reid.

Absent: Sabrina Martin and Ryan 
Cain.

Though no bills were discussed 
this week since no committees 
actively overseeing legislation were 
able to meet, the senate was able 
to unanimously appoint Marissa 
Lizarraga to the elections board 
and, with a vote of  4-0-1, Brandon 
Blum was added to the senate 
as a presidential appointment.

At the beginning of  the 
meeting, the senate unanimously 
approved the minutes of  the 
previous meeting, and allowed 
guest introductions of  Katherine 
Dolma, a senate hopeful, and Leslie 
Drumhiller, the new government 

relations director for the senate.
After closing up guest remarks, 

the senate moved into officer reports. 
Chair Quiñones reported 10 hours 
over the past week, which were spent 
meeting with students, speaking 
with the ASUAF office manager 
Anne Williamson and collecting 
paperwork from the previous senate 
chair. President Mathew Carrick 
also claimed 10 hours for the past 
week, though his time was primarily 
spent working with the hiring 
committee, who will be choosing 
the new Dean of  Students. Vice 
president Colby Freel claimed 23 

hours, which were spent working on 
the club council bill. Public Relations 
Director Hannah Witherington 
claimed five hours spent working 
with the LIVE office on OrgSync.

Near the end of  the meeting, 
Senator Allyssia Garcia informed 
the senate about the public relations 
committees meeting and the possibility 
of  a future barbeque. Senator Mickey 
Zakurdaew reminded the senate 
that the UAF Pub will be hosting a 
mayoral candidate Sept. 30. The 
meeting was adjourned at 4:16 p.m.

Assault

9/9/2015 10:47 a.m. - Colby R. 
Hammer, 18, of  Lynnwood, WA 
was arrested after he threatened his 
roommate with a knife. Hammer 
was transported to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center and charged 
with third degree felony assault.

Minor Consuming

9/10/15 5:26 a.m. - An officer 
found Lindsay F. Paulsen, 19, of  
Tok, intoxicated in the MBS complex 

parking lot. She was issued to appear 
in court for minor consuming 
and was released to a friend.

Traffic Hazard

9/11/2015 12:20 a.m. - An officer 
found an abandoned vehicle on 
the Mitchell Expy. The vehicle had 
been there for over a week and had 
an Alaska State Troopers sticker on 
it. It was towed and impounded.

Traffic Stop

9/11/2015 2:25 a.m. - Dawn W. 
Demit of  Tananacross, was pulled 
over for a moving violation at Campus 
Corner Mall. Further investigation 

showed that Demit had altered the 
license plate. Demit was cited for 
driving with an expired registration 
and the vehicle was impounded.

Theft

9/11/2015 4:19 p.m. - A backpack 
was reported stolen from the Moore 
Hall lounge. A suspect was found 
with the backpack that had a laptop 
in it, citing that he thought it was 
his and that it looked like it his. No 
charges have been filed as of  now.

9/12/2015 11:43 a.m. - UAF PD 
recieved reports of  a bike theft from 
the bike rack outside Hardwood Hall. 
In between the hours of  7 p.m. and 8 

a.m., the bike lock was cut and the bike 
was gone. Investigation is ongoing.

Terroristic Threat

9/14/2015 4:41 p.m. - A threat 
was left on the UAF business line in 
the Eielson Building. The suspect 
was identified, and the Dean of  
Students is dealing with the suspect.
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The Alaska State 
Legislative Internship 
Program offers UA 
students a unique 
opportunity to work 
in government.

APPLYNOW!

APPLICATION 
DEADLINE:
Thursday 
October 15
12:00 pm

u Earn $5,000 and a relocation  
 allowance

u 12 hours upper-division credits

u 9 credits for grad students

Spend the spring 2016 
semester working in the 

Alaska Legislature! 

For application forms, contact: 
Professor Amy Lovecraft

Tel: (907) 474-2688
Email: allovercraft@alaska.edu

www.uas.alaska.edu/internprogram

Josh Hartman
Sun Star

For two residents of  UAF’s 
Sustainable Village, the housing 
is enjoyable and worth the cost. 
Cheyenne Greenside, a Natural 
Resource Management student, 
and Jacob Odom, an Art student, 
shared their thoughts on the Village.

The Village, located just south 
of  the Nenana Shuttle Station on 
the lower campus is a space where 
students can learn about and practice 
sustainability while experimenting to 
develop solutions for efficient housing.

The houses are described on the 
UAF Office of  Sustainability web 
page as “smart” homes. Greenside 
and Odom had slightly different 

approaches to what it means 
to be living in a “smart” home.

Greenside focused on residents’ 
ability to control the energy use 
settings of  the house.  On the 
lower floor of  each house, there is 
a mechanical room where villagers 
can fine tune their energy use.  Each 
house has slightly different features 
that allow them to function effectively 
and efficiently, even in cold climates.

“It means living in a resource smart 
house,” Odom said. He explained 
that the houses use about 80 percent 
less energy and energy resources than 
a normal house in Alaska would.  
There are solar panels that absorb 
energy in the summer, and in the 
winter when sunlight is reflected off 
of  the snow to be absorbed and used.

The cost to live in the Village is 

$2,840 per semester slightly higher 
than the cost of  a single room in 
other housing options on campus. 
The 2015-2016 rate for a single 
room in most halls is $2,485, while a 
single in Cutler Apartments is $2,742.  

Students at the Village are not 
required to purchase a meal plan 
with the university. However, some 
residents of  the Village, such as 
Odom, do choose to buy a meal plan.

The Village has four houses in 
total, each of  which accommodates 
four people with their own bedrooms. 
The houses do not have a resident 
director, but they are managed by John 
Napolski, who is Area Coordinator of  
several housing options on campus. 
There is also a resident assistant living 
in one of  the houses.  Those who want 
to live in the Village can indicate so on 

the application on UAF’s Residence 
Life Homepage. The applicants 
then go through an interview with 
the Sustainable Village Committee.

According to Moriah Hunstiger, 
another of  the Village’s residents, 
the fact that the Village has such 
a low capacity and requires a 
high level of  involvement might 
lead the residents who stick 
with the Village to like it more.

Residents of  the Sustainable 
Village are required to follow a set 
of  guidelines designed to promote 
sustainability.  These requirements, 
which are listed on the Sustainable 
Village’s webpage, include items 
such as: “I will promote indoor air 
quality and limit environmental 
degradation by using ‘green’ cleaning 
supplies,” and “I will conserve water 
and energy (electricity and heat).”

Even though these guidelines 
exist there isn’t a limit on 
the amount of  electricity or 
water that students may use.

Students who live in the 
Sustainable Village compete with 
one another to see who is fulfilling 
the Village’s mission best.  The 
resources residents use are tracked 
and compared to usage in each of  the 
buildings.  According to Greenside, 
the aspect of  competition encourages 
more conservative behavior.

Although the v i l lage i s 
somewhat removed from the main 
campus the path is lit at night 
and students are unperturbed. 

“It’s really not a problem to get 
here,” Odom said.  Students must take 
a trail through the woods and walk a set 
of  stairs to get to and from the Village.

“I can understand why people 
live on upper campus, but in [the 
Village] you’re not in a cramped 
space,” Odom said. “It’s just 
nicer. You get to go outside and 
walk for a bit, it’s good for you.”

“The thing is, we’re an 
experiment,” Greenside said.  “There’s 
not a house in Fairbanks like ours.”

Students share the scoop on Sustainable Village

Victoria Hollister, a resident of the Sustainable Village, stares out her window into the forest that lays all around her house. 
- Josh Hartman / Sun Star



The Sun Star4 September 22, 2015

www.uafsunstar.com

Student Organization 

Officer Training
September 23rd and 24th
Wednesday 3-4:30pm and 7-8:30pm in the Murie Auditorium

Thursday 3-4:30pm in the wood center E/F

and 7-8:30 in schiable auditorium

Clubs are required to send one member 

to one training to maintain recognition.

All trainings are identical

Register on:
orgsync.com/home/824 or 

uaf.edu/woodcenter/leadership
UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution

The UAF LIVE Program
uaf-studentorg@alaska.edu
(907) 474-1170

LEADERSHIP, INVOLVEMENT 
& VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
University of Alaska Fairbanks

opus
2015-2016 Concert Season

Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 8:00 PM
Teresa Eickel, soprano  
Eduard Zilberkant, piano

              Sunday, October 4, 2015 at 4:00 PM
  Teresa Eickel, soprano

 Arctic Chamber Orchestra
E

Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 8:00 PM
Teresa Eickel, soprano  
Eduard Zilberkant, pia

SEASON
OPENING

PERFORMANCES

featuring

TERESA
EICKEL

STUDENT 
TICKETS:

$15

Josh Hartman
Sun Star

Spencer Tordoff
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Electronic cigarettes, commonly 
referred to as “e-cigarettes” or “vapes,” 
will be included in the campus-wide 
ban on tobacco. The tobacco free 
policy will go into affect on Dec. 31.

E-cigarettes and vapes operate 
by delivering an adjustable level of  
nicotine to the system by heating 
liquid from a cartridge to produce 
an inhalable vapor. The majority 
of  these devices are used by placing 
the device in the users lips. This 
activates the heating element which 
vaporizes the liquid to be inhaled.

These smoking simulators do 
not release vapor and particulates 
at a constant rate like normal 

cigarettes. The vapor released from 
e-cigarettes and vapes comes only 
from that which is exhaled by the user.

Smoking substitutes do not 
necessarily need to contain nicotine, 
as some of  them only produce  flavors, 
like vanilla, caramel, or watermelon. 
Vapes, along with e-cigarettes, 
also do not contain tobacco.

Tobacco, the plant commonly 
used to obtain nicotine, is not the 
only target of  UAF’s Tobacco Free 
policy.  The new regulations apply 
to e-cigarettes and vapes even if  
they do not have nicotine in them.

U n i v e r s i t y  R e g u l a t i o n 
R05.12.102. states:  “...operating an 
electronic smoking or vaping device, 
instrument or apparatus which can 
be used to simulate the experience 

of  smoking...” is prohibited.
While e-cigarettes contain fewer 

harmful substances than regular 
cigarettes, they still may produce the 
immediate harm to the lungs that 
cigarettes do, according to a study 
done by Professor Christina Gratziou 
from the University of  Athens, Greece.

The study found that people 
who used an e-cigarette for ten 
minutes experienced an increase in 
airway resistance. This could occur 
because the liquid vapor blocks areas 
of  the lung that absorb oxygen, 
according to Sofia Vakali a doctor 
at the Sotiria Hospital in Athens.

This type of  airway resistance 
can be caused by the inhalation 
of  any type of  liquid vapor or 
particulate. This is notable because 

even “harmless” substances like water 
vapor or silt can cause some blockage 
in the lungs of  those exposed.

Another study from the University 
of  Southern California explains 
that vapor released from e-cigarettes 
contain tenfold less harmful particles 
with close to zero organic carcinogens.

An Additional study by Public 
Health England has concluded: 
“e-cigarettes are around 95 percent 
safer than smoked tobacco and 
they can help smokers to quit.” It 
is studies like this that reinforce 
the view that e-cigarettes should 
be supported in order to decrease 
the vast amount of  preventable 
cigarette-caused deaths worldwide.

According to a user of  vape 
pens and UAF student studying 
Paleontology, Skylar Smith, he has 
not noticed any effects of  vaping. “I 
can still do sports and other physical 
activities just fine,” Smith said.

Additionally Smith related that a 
family member of  his was able to quit 
smoking with the help of  e-cigarettes.

“You can control the amount 
of  nicotine in one dose,” Smith 
said. “That way you can start 
out using the same amount of  
nicotine as a regular cigarette 
while gradually using less and less.”

Harold Wimmer, CEO of  the 
American Lung Association. Says that 
there is still much to learn about these 
products despite the fact that they 
have been on the market since 2003.

“There  i s  present ly  no 
government oversight of  these 
products and absent Food and Drug 
Administration regulation, there is 
no way for the public health, medical 
community or consumers to know 
what chemicals are contained in 
e-cigarettes or what the short and 
long term health implications might 
be,” Wimmer said on Aug. 25, 2014.

Tobacco ban will include e-cigs, vapes

*Percentage of high school students who smoked cigarettes on 1 or more of the 30 days preceding the survey. Data first collected in 1991.
- Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1991–2011
**Percentage of adults who are current cigarette smokers - National Health Interview Survey, 1965–2011
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Under stage light in the 
Museum of  the North’s Arnold 
Espe Auditorium, poets Adam Tavel 
and John Morgan read selections 
of  their works to an attentive 
crowd on the evening of  Sept. 18.

The first in the UAF English 
department’s  Midnight  Sun 
Visiting writers program, Tavel 
and Morgan each chose a variety 
of  new and old poems from 
their catalogue before answering 
questions from the audience.

Tavel, who also teaches English 
at Wor-Wic Community College in 
Salisbury, Maryland, was selected for 
the Permafrost book prize for poetry 
in 2014. As part of  the prize, his book, 
“Plash & Levitation,” was published 
through the University of  Alaska Press.

“If  anybody ever asks me when 
I knew I made it,” Tavel said prior 
to his reading, “I can tell them now.”

Morgan, professor emeritus 
with the English department and 
former writer-in-residence at 
Denali National Park, filled in at the 
event following a late cancellation 
by scheduled poet Heid Erdrich.

“It’s a pleasure to be reading 
with Adam,” said a smiling Morgan, 
adding, “though I’m not so happy 
about following his reading.”

Topics of  the works were varied, 
with Tavel’s selections drawing 
from his childhood, his fatherhood 
and his experiences on the road. 
Many of  Morgan’s selections, 
by contrast, drew from his time 
spent in the Alaska wilderness.

Asked for advice for aspiring 
writers, Tavel said reading extensively 
and seeking out feedback were 
important first steps. However, 
fame and fortune shouldn’t be 
the aim of  literary aspirants.

“I think those are considerations 
that are fun to dream about, but really 
they interfere with the hard work of  
actually becoming a writer,” Tavel said.

Poets begin writer’s series

Adam Tavel signs a copy of his book 
for a fan following the Midnight 
Sun Visiting Writers reading at UAF 
Museum of the North, September 18. 
- Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor



The Sun Star 5September 22, 2015

www.uafsunstar.com

John Dougherty
Sun Star

Preachers visit campus, cause a stir

The UAF police department 
received several calls on Thursday 
Sept. 10 and Monday Sept. 13 
concerning a group of  street 
preachers from the Lower 48 who 
took up post in Constitution Park. 
While some students didn’t mind 
the preachers, others took offense.

The preachers, Jesse Boyd, 39, 
of  North Carolina, Shawn, 53, of  
Idaho, and Ken, 54, of  California, 
travel around the country and to 
places abroad such as Nepal and 
Europe preaching on campuses 
and in other public arenas.

“Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, and he is the only way 
to Heaven,” Boyd said concerning 
the message they came to spread. 

“Everyone says that God 

is love, God is love. I would 
like change. I would like to see 
people love God,” Shawn said.

The preachers are a group of  
believers with a common goal to get 
their message out. They came to 
Alaska to preach at a local Baptist 
church in Barrow. During their time 
Alaska they have also spoke at the 
University of  Alaska Anchorage, 
as well as at some Anchorage 
bus stations and public parks.

Not all the university-goers 
wanted to hear the preaching.

“It is ridiculous; they don’t want 
to have a conversation, they want to 
attack,” said Troy Poulson, a graduate 
student and teacher’s assistant. 
“Free speech should be allowed, 
but not yelling.”  This feeling was 
shared by many of  those passing by.

During the preachers’ time on 
campus many stopped to discuss 
and challenge what the preachers 

said. People asked questions about 
homosexual marriage and brought 
up laws from the Old Testament. 
Poulsen showed the man a paper 
about how to argue and use rhetoric.

Many  s tudent s  accused 
the preachers of  being hateful.

“I definitely support everyone’s 
freedom of  speech,” Parker Merrifield, 
a chemistry student said.  “How they 
went about it is what I took issue with.”

“They were abrasive and insulting 
to a few folks from what I saw,” said 
William Middleton, a senior studying 
fisheries, who works with the United 
Campus Ministries. “To a degree I 
agree with what they were saying, but 
I think they were missing the point 
of  what they were talking about.”

“They need to be judging 
the message not the method,” 
Ken, one of  the preachers who 
did not reveal his last name, said.

Boyd said their churches sent 

them to preach.  “I’ve been ordained 
to the gospel ministry. We go out 
under the authority of  our churches, 
so we aren’t acting on our own; they 
hold us accountable,” he said. None 
of  the men would reveal the name 
of  the church they serve under.

The police received on average 
between five and 10 calls each day the 
preachers were on campus, according 
to Deputy Police Chief  Steve Goetz.

“They committed no criminal 
actions. Nothing illegal was reported 
to us through our callers,” Goetz said.

“The university is a marketplace 
of  ideas, even offensive ones, and 
outdoor common areas at universities 
have a long tradition as a place of  
public forum, so UAF must allow 
speech, even offensive speech, in 
its outdoor areas,” said an email  
from the UAF general council 
responding to an inquiry from Goetz.

Two of the preachers stand in font of Constitution Park, yelling biblical verses at students as they walked by on Sept. 14. - John Dougherty / Sun Star

Also running the marathon and 
relay race were members of  Team 
Red, White and Blue, a world-
wide veteran’s association designed 
to keep veterans’ feeling included 
in the armed forces community.

“Our mission is to keep Veterans 
included and give them a sense of  
community,” said member Scott 
McGrath, who is currently stationed 
at Fort Wainwright. “The highest 
suicide rates among veterans are 
in those who are being redeployed, 
followed by those who are placed 
on reserve. We hope to ease the 
transition by keeping them connected 
through activities like walking, 
helping out the ROTC program 
and even this marathon here.”

There are currently more than 
89,000 people involved with Team 

RWB, with units spread across the 
globe. “Basically anywhere the US 
military has a base, there is a Team 
RWB unit there too,” said McGrath.

Many of  the runners in this year’s 
race were people who have run the 
Equinox several times.  56-year-old 
Paul Reynolds competed in his 18th 
equinox run on Saturday. Reynolds 
showed up to the race wearing a 
jacket with all of  the patches he 
has received from the previous 
races, including a couple from 
when UAF was sponsoring the race.

“I’ve been running these races 
for 20 years,” said Reynolds. “I’m 
not sure I’ll be going fast, but 
I’ll make it within the 10 hour 
mark. I want another patch.”

NEWS

Equinox Continued 
from page 1

Upper Left: Runners sprint through the start of the 2015 Equinox Marathon on Saturday 
morning.

- Matthew Waldack / Sun Star

Above: 56-year-old Paul Reynolds shows off his 18 patches, one for every year he’s competed 
in the Equinox Marathon.
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Title IX

Concert Board
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“For campus safety terms, 
we are in risky environment.”

For the last 14 years, Alaska 
has exceed the national average for 
violent crimes like domestic violence 
and sexual assault. Within Alaska, 
Fairbanks has the highest rate of  
occurance of  these offenses. Out of  
every 100 women, 57 experienced 
domestic violence, sexual abuse 
or both, according to the Alaska 
Network on Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault (ANDVSA).

Though the results of  the 
UA systems survey weren’t 
broadcasted and no documented 
statistic of  campus safety came 
from it, UAF administration 
strives to not allow the Fairbanks 
statistics to seep into the university.

“There have been pushes to 
make it a safe campus, Ellanna said. 
Knowing where things are definitely 
makes it feel safer. I think awareness 
and knowing how to handle situations 
helps more than anything else.”

The Title IX division at UAF is 
in the Office of  Diversity and Equal 
Opportunity (D&EO), a sector of  the 
university that ensures the compliance 
of  student civil rights and eradication 
of  discrimination on campus.

The Office of  D&EO seeks to keep 
the campus safe by partnering up with 
on-campus and local law enforcement, 
and community institutions such as 
Interior Alaska for Non-Violent Living 
(IACNL) and ANDVSA to mobilize 
all available resources for the comfort 
and safety of  students on campus.

“We are going beyond the 
standard” Ana Richards, Title IX 

coordinator in (D&EO) said. The 
UAF Title IX division holds training 
for Faculty and staff  members on 
how to handle sexual misconduct 
and discrimination, a national 
Title IX requirement, but also 
makes it available for the student 
body to be involved in the cause.

Some other safety pushes that 
were implemented in the face of  
the investigations include hosting 
campaigns and workshops for 
students and faculty such as the 
Green Dot bystander training. This 
training teaches students to be 
proactive when they see potentially 
threatening situations and outlines 
the steps they should take to minimize 

danger and potentially turn a 
threatening situation into a safe one. 
Another step the university took was 
adjusting the definition of  the word 
“sexual” to be explicit and clear so 
no misconduct will be tolerated.

These programs teach students 
how to handle threatening situations 
and educate students about their 
rights under Title IX. UAF Title 
IX division is constantly working 
to ease the concerns of  students 
and makes it a mission of  always 
expand and improve, said Richards.

Some goals the Title IX division 
has planned for UAF is to continuously 
promote awareness campaigns and 
expand safe places and means for 

students to report sexual misconduct. 
The office also aims to ensure that 
respect is a priority among students.

“We want the students to 
know that we cannot do this alone. 
Everyone needs to be a part of  it. 
We are trying to empower every 
single person to take care of  each 
other.” Richards said. The D&OE 
ask all students to take part in the 
bettering of  the safety on campus.

“Our saying here at UAF is 
‘see something, say something, do 
something,’” Mae Marsh, director of  
D&EO. “We all have a responsibility 
to create a positive environment.  
Training helps shift our culture so 
we have no more sexual assault”.

The Women’s Center staff poses for a picture after a long day of work. - Megan Bennett / Sun Star

ask them difficult questions and allow 
them an opportunity to earn the votes 
and support of  American citizens.

And, it is our duty to 
be discriminating in what 
we choose  to  emphas i se.

Focusing on the few candidates 
that say the most bizarre things might 
be what is best to increase web traffic, 
but it isn’t what is best to ensure that 
those who will be casting their vote 
for the next commander in chief  
have a strong base of  knowledge 
on which to make their decision.  In 
fact, it serves best of  all to lower our 
standards concerning the quality of  
character of  our nation’s next leader.

Goading presidential hopefuls 
from any party to respond to the 
character and unpolitical comments 

Letter from the Editor of  a singular candidate narrowsthe 
frame in which they interact to 
include nothing of  substance.  
Ignoring national issues in favor of  
pointing out rude statements about 
a woman’s appearance or a man’s 
wife entraps those candidates who 
have spent time developing strategies 
and policies to better serve the 
American people within the mudpen 
one man has built for himself.

We are doing ourselves a 
disservice by encouraging quality 
men and women to stoop to the 
level of  an outlier.  By allowing one 
man’s blather to guide a discussion 
that may otherwise be intelligent 
and gracious, media is lowering the 
American standard of  leadership.

As an aspiring journalist, I am 
ashamed that so many in my field 
have allowed this degradation to 
persist.  As a citizen, and consumer 

of  media, I am infuriated that news 
networks think this is what we want; 
that they think us so shortsighted 
and shallow as to allow our future 
leader to be defined in terms of  
how petty a catfight he or she 
can be chided into.  We deserve 
to be informed not pandered to.

We must hold media to a 
higher standard, so that we may 
hold our next president to a higher  
standard.  We must focus on those 
who are great, in order to preserve 
our status as a great nation.

The cold weather and long 
nights can also influence artists.

“It hasn’t been ruled out 
that there won’t be a concert,” 
Amador  sa id  on  Fr iday.

The possibility of  the fall concert 
being cancelled isn’t necessarily a 
bad thing, according to Amador. 
The funds for the concert will be 
saved and used at a concert some 
time in the future. She said that a 
larger fund for the spring concert 
could be used to bring up a more 
famous artist, or for having more than 
one concert in the same semester.

Another idea is to have an all 
ages show with a beer garden in the 
back for students aged 21 or older.

Amador would like to see the 
funds used in the spring, as the 
students would enjoy a concert 
more then due to the nice weather, 
impending summer and the potential 
of  the artist being more popular. 
Zakurdaew would like to use the 
funds in the fall to bring up several 
local Anchorage artists, and have 
them perform over several days.

The early August resignation of  
Cody Rogers from her position as 
Concert Board staff advisor has also 
contributed to the Board’s indecision.

“We’re going to have to figure 
out how to get a coordinator; it’s 
a learning experience,” ASUAF 
president Matthew Carrick said.

Rogers is the Director of  
Programming for the Student 
Activities Office (SAO). During her 
time on the Concert Board, she not 
only was the staff advisor, but also 
filled the role of  coordinator. Other 
members of  the Board include the 
student chair and five members who 
are elected from the Senate, KSUA, 

Traditions and the Media Board.
Rogers has stated that her main 

reason for stepping down is the 
increasing workload for SAO,  which 
is largely a result of  budget cuts.

After bringing up artists such 
as Macklemore, Murs, Aseop Rock 
and Matt and Kim, stepping down 
was not an easy decision for Rogers.

“I love the shit out of  Concert 
Board,” Rogers said. “Some of  
my fondest memories are from it.”

With eight years dedicated to 
the Board, it was hard for Rogers 
to say goodbye. She hopes that 
the newly elected chair, Amador, 
will take the reigns and lead.

Because the Concert Board 
will no longer be a part of  SAO, 
Carrick wants to look into altering 
which organizations the Board fits 
in with, and how it’s organized.

“We’re going to have to figure out 
the long term of  where the Concert 
Board fits in,” Carrick said. He thinks 
it won’t be a part of  the Student 
Activities Office (SAO) in the future.

Amador wasn’t sure where 
the Board would end up, but 
did say it would be decided by 
a vote at one of  the meetings.

One option is for it to 
permanently join with ASUAF. The 
Board could also join a different 

student organization, such as LIVE.
On Friday’s Concert Board 

meeting, Carrick brought up the 
idea of  it becoming a part of  
KSUA, the student radio station. 
Zakurdaew was initially unsure 
about this, but considered the 
idea as the meeting went on.

KSUA occasionally brings 
artists to UAF for KSUA Take 
Out, a multimedia project where 
bands are interviewed and recorded 
playing live in various places around 
campus. However, their budget is 
not big enough to host a concert for 
students, according to Zakurdaew. 
The Concert Board has its own 
budget, and it’s unclear whether this 
would be used in addition to KSUA’s.

With temperatures dropping 
steadily and days getting shorter, 
the chances of  a fall concert are low. 
Carrick is hoping that things will work 
out, but he thinks it will be well into 
winter and towards the end of  the 
semester before things calm down.

“We’re just trying to figure out 
the transfer of  management and get 
everybody settled in. It’s only the 
second week of  school,” Amador said.

Left: Concert Board chair Karissa Amador 
takes notes on ways the Governance Agreement 
should be changed. The Governance Agreement 
is an agreement between ASUAF and the 
Concert Board that describes the funding, 
election and schedule of the Concert Board. 
- Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor 

NEWS

With the election of  the next 
president of  the United States a little 
more than a year away, to say that 
journalists and other media workers 
do not have a certain amount of  
power over how potential voters 
perceive the candidates in any given 
political race would be to turn a cold 
shoulder to an important truth.  It 
is our responsibility to accurately 
represent those men and women 
who seek to represent America; to 

Danny Fisher / Editor-in-Chief

Maintaining 
a standard of 

leadership
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Sudoku

Fill in the squares so that the numbers 1-9 
each appear once in every row, column, and 
box. Answers at www.uafsunstar.com

9 2
2 6 5

8 5 7 2 4
6 2 4

8 3 5 4 9
3 6 1

1 9 5 3 8
3 8 5

4 3

Naturally Perspiring
By  Mason Schoemaker

First snow of the year...

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Lida Zakurdaew / Sun Star

‘Nook on the Street
As more social media platforms that support anonyminty are developed, more college students decide to use apps like 

Yik Yak to seek sexual partners. This week we asked students: 
What did you think of  social media hookups?

“If  you want to fuck, go for it.” 
- Quaid Brinker

“As long as both parties are 
consenting, then I don’t 
see a problem with it.”  
- Kirsten Johnson

“I don’t do anything with 
any of  that. I never met 
anyone on Facebook 
or any social media.” 
- Isadora Warhus

“I don’t particularly agree 
with it; I’d prefer to meet 
someone in person.” 
- Stephen Ringle

“I don’t know, it’s weird. 
I’d rather go out and 
meet someone. I mean, 
if  it works for people, 
then good for them.” 
- Quinn Borowski

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Monday / 28
Monday Night Football at The 
Pub, 4:30pm. What could be 
better than a four-hour celebration 
of  American freedom in the form of  
armored-up half-giants colliding with 
each other in the most frightening and 
potentially brain damage-causing way 
possible? All of  the above, but enjoyed 
with beers, nachos, and a bunch of  
other people yelling about it.  This 
week is Kansas City versus Green Bay, 
which doesn’t seem like a matchup 
Alaskans would care much about, 
but hey, any excuse to get out, right?
- Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor

Tuesday / 22 
The Student Drama Association 
meets Tuesdays from 1:05 - 1:50 
p.m. in the UAF Theatre Green 
Room.  If  you have an interest in 
student theatre production, this might 
be the organization for you. I spent 
about four years laughing, crying 
and screaming my way through my 
last theatre experience.  Honestly, 
it was a lot of  fun and I found out 
early on that if  you’re in a position 
to bury yourself  in piles of  discarded 

costumes, people have a harder time 
finding you when you’re trying to 
nap in peace.  I can’t say it’s the same 
experience everywhere, but it’s an 
experience any way you look at it. 
- Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Wednesday / 23
 
Outdoor Nation Film Festival 
at 7 p.m. Come to the Pub 
this Wednesday evening for an 
Outdoor Nation film followed by 
a scavenger hunt at 9 p.m. (21+). 
-Lida Zakurdaew / Distribution 
and Office Manager

Friday / 25 
Go to the Hess rec. for the Safety 
dace at 10 p.m. and dance the 
night away with friends. Safety gear 
not required, but recommended.
-Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Saturday / 26
Starvation Gulch Bonfires 
10:00pm at the Nenana Parking 
Lot. What’s not to not like about a 

79-year tradition of  lighting perfectly 
innocent wood on fire! Watching the 
swirling plumes of  flame is always 
fun for anyone with even the slightest 
hint of  pyromaniacal tendencies. 
If  you have an experience similar 
to mine, you also get to enjoy such 
fun as being thrown into the air 
against your consent and engaging 
in crowd-surfing, later having a 
drunk stranger try to kiss you. Oh 
joy. But hey, there is also free food 
so by all means attend, but stay alert 
and stay safe. Or just stay home 
with a big bowl of  popcorn, watch a 
good movie and not have strangers 
try to put their face on your face. 
- Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Sunday / 27
The Blue Loon will host ACEP 
and the Institute of  the North’s 
showcase of  University of  
Alaska Fairbanks research 
about Arctic peoples and energy.  
The TedTalk-style presentation will 
take place from 5-8 p.m.  Entry is 
free, and this will be an all-ages event.

There will be a partial lunar eclipse, 
which should be visible from about 
7:33-8:27 p.m.  Look to the stars!
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HOUSING AND 
DINING TOWN 

HALL

Tuesday
September 22
7:00-8:00PM IN THE 
MBS COMPLEX 

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK!

Join us for a20-26 SEPTEMBER20-26 SEPTEMBER
Help us create a safe and welcoming campus!

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution. 
UAF Photo by Todd Paris 2015

SAFETY WEEKSAFETY WEEK
Join us for

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
GREEN DOT TRAINING
GRUENING BUILDING IN ROOM 204 // 5:00PM-9:00PM 
EMAIL RSHOUCHIN@ALASKA.EDU TO SIGN UP

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
SAFETY DANCE
HESS REC CENTER // 10:00PM-2:00AM 
$5 UAF STUDENT // $10 NON-UAF

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
STARVATION GULCH
NENANA PARKING LOT // 7:00PM-10:00PM

PIZZA WITH POLICE
HESS REC CENTER // 11:45PM

NANOOK DANGER THEATRE - TED 2 
HESS REC CENTER // MIDNIGHT - 2:00AM

MORE INFORMATION -
www.facebook.com/UAFResLife

DON'T FORGET 
TO TAKE YOUR 

#SAFIE AND POST 
IT #UAFBESAFE.

HOUSING AND 
DINING TOWN 

HALL

GET US
PICTURES OF 
SPIDERMAN!

And of other things too I suppose. 

The Sun Star is seeking 
photographers! Contact 
editor@uafsunstar
for more info


