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Fairbanks winter storm:
power outages, classes cancelled
Molly Putman
Layout Editor

The record-breaking 11.2 inches
of snowfall on Tuesday Sept. 29
caused widespread power outages
that affected thousands of Fairbanks
residents. The winter storm prompted
UAF to cancel all classes in Fairbanks
and North Pole for the night of
Sept. 29 and all of Wednesday
Sept. 30 due to heavy snowfall,
dangerous road conditions and
power outages throughout Fairbanks
and outlying residential areas.
While about 11,000 homes and
businesses had power restored as early
as the morning of Sept. 30, some
Fairbanks residents went multiple
days without power. The American
Red Cross of Alaska opened two
warming shelters on Wednesday to
provide heated buildings for residents
to stay overnight. The Red Cross
shelters were closed Friday evening
as more homes regained power and
the need for the shelters declined.
Power in Fairbanks is primarily
provided and maintained by Golden
Valley Electric Association (GVEA),
a company that maintains over 3,000
miles of power lines and provides
service to Fairbanks, Delta Junction,
Nenana, Healy and Cantwell.
GVEA initially reported isolated
small outages at 3 a.m. Sept. 29, but by
Tuesday afternoon estimated 4,0005,000 meters were without power. By
Wednesday morning GVEA stated
that as many as 21,000 residents
were without power. This is about
20 percent of their total customers
and 1.5 times more outages than the
infamous September storm of 1992.
The outages were caused by heavy
snowfall bending trees into power
lines and other snow related damage.
According to their website, GVEA
line crews and contractors worked
through the night to remove the
trees, but more outages continued to
appear throughout the winter storm.
“We bring a neighborhood up
and we could be losing another,”
Corinne Bradish, a GVEA
spokeswoman, said on Tuesday.
Despite this, by Sunday, Oct.
4 only 1,000 residents were still
without power. Over 70 power line
technicians have been working this
outage including GVEA linemen,
returning retired GVEA linemen,
Matanuska Electric Association crews
and contractors from Fairbanks
and Anchorage. To access trees in
the lines and broken equipment,
crews patrol power lines on snow
machines, bearcats and on foot.
While progress has been made
in restoring power to Fairbanks and
North Pole city centers, residents in
isolated locations will need to wait
longer for power to be restored. GVEA
encourages those without power
to report outages if they have not
already by calling their office at (907)
452-1151 or emailing info@gvea.com.

A group of seven humans slowly advances toward their teammate who is trapped in the flag circle outside of the Duckering building. Every day,
the humans were assigned a mission, and on Friday night, they had to rescue someone who was trapped in the midst of a zombie horde. They
managed to resuce him, but only two survived. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zombies overwhelm Fairbanks campus

Joshua Fessey
Sun Star

As the military chopper picked
up and we began our escape, I
couldn’t help but look back at the
ruined remains of the campus.
There were only 15 survivors
of the UAF outbreak, all huddled
up in the limited space provided by
Humans vs. Zombies is an augmented
reality game organized by the Zombies!
at UAF club. Participants role play
as if a zombie apocalypse has begun,
wearing an orange bandana on their arm
to indicate that they are a “human.” If
a human is tagged, by way of a light
touch on the body, by a zombie, who is
marked as such by an orange bandana
worn on the head, they become a zombie.
Humans vs. Zombies is played

the chopper. We were somber and
quiet, every one of us having lost
friends in the disaster. It all started
a week ago, as the two original
zombies began to wreak havoc.
Nobody knows how they turned;
whether it was a rabid animal, military
testing gone wrong or some bad
sushi from the Cache, but it started
slow and it started quiet. People first

began to notice changes about a
day later and by then it was too late.
Only 14 people turned on the first
day, but the epidemic grew quickly.
By the end of the second day of
the outbreak, the number of zombies
had increased to 62. By day three,
the number climbed to 90. Any
hope of containment was destroyed.

internationally, although each iteration
features unique gameplay. UAF’s rendition
this year included an in-game currency that
players could earn by going on moderatororganized missions throughout the weeklong gameplay. The currency could
then be exchanged for advantages, such
as single-use immunity against zombie
tags and cures to revert zombified players
to humanity. Zombies! at UAF also
integrates several types of zombies, each

with specific advantages and weaknesses.
Moderators emphasize that the
intention of the game is not necessarily to
remain human the entire time, but rather to
get excited, make friends, and participate
with enthusiasm. No one wins in a zombie
apocalypse; people only turn or survive.

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Tweet us! @ uafsunstar

This is a firsthand account of
this year’s game

Harthun leads ‘Nooks to first win of season

Sam Harthun jumps to serve the ball over the net during the Nanook’s game on Tuesday night.
Their 3-2 win over Saint Martin’s was their first win of the season.
- Kris Veronin / Sun Star

Heavy snowfall causes multiple trees to cover
power-lines near Farmer’s Loop
- Estee Wright / Guest Contributer

Continued “Zombies” pg. 4

Absolute
pandemonium
erupted in the Patty Center after
Volleyball got their first win of
the season. The Nanooks were led
by senior Sam Harthun as they
took down the Saints of Saint
Martin in a thrilling five-set match.

It wasn’t only about the
team getting their first win on
the season. This was also Coach
Brian Scott’s first victory as a
head coach. Scott was pretty
amazed about how the game went.
“It feels good to finally get a
win, and I’m excited for these girls,
they really deserve it,” Scott said.
“This team has been working so

Like us on Facebook!

hard for weeks now; they’ve been
battling and battling to get that
first win and it feels good that
they were able to put together a
complete match and win three sets.”
The Nanooks scored 20 service
aces throughout the match. This was a
Great Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) best, and one point short
of tying a record from 2002.
The opposing team didn’t
have an answer for the onslaught
by both Riley Podowicz and Sam
Harthun who combined for 14
service aces. Brian Scott knew the
serving game was very important.
“Our focus lately has been the
serve, serve receive battle,” Scott said.
“We challenged our girls, telling them
they need to keep the serves in and
place them where we are asking. They
did that tonight and put a lot of pace
on the ball and ended up with 20 aces.”
Riley Podowicz currently leads
the team with 32 service aces
throughout the season, including
seven from the match. The impressive
perfor mance by Harthun and
Podowicz paved the way for the
Nanooks to collect that first win.
The Nanooks led 2-0 in the
series up 24-19 with one point to go
for the win. The Saints battled back,
forcing a five set match. Harthun
took over the fifth set getting six kills
in the process. Harthun had over 20
kills on the day, which was set up by
senior Miranda Grieser, who extended
her 38-match streak with doubledigit assists getting 26 on the night.
The Nanooks will be on the
road for the next game against
Central Washington University
on Oct. 8. Box Score: 3-2 (2517, 25-15, 24-26, 20-25, 15-7)
Follow us on Instagram!
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The public safety report is compiled from police blotter information and interviews with UAF police officers. Individuals
named as arrested and/ or charged with crimes in this report are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
Heather Penn
Sun Star

Welfare Check
9/24/2015 2:58 a.m. - An elderly
man was found in a car on Palo
Verde Street. The car had broken
down and the elderly man had fallen
asleep. Officers awoke the man, who
appeared to be confused. Officers
were able to make contact with his
family, who arrived to care for him.
Driving While License
Suspended
9/25/2015 3:59 a.m. - Officers
pulled over a vehicle on after
observing a woman open the
passenger-side door and lean out
while the car was moving. After the
stop, officers discovered the driver,
John P. Huntington, 28, of Fairbanks,
was driving with a suspended license.
Huntington was aware his license was
invalid. He was arrested, charged
with driving while his license is
suspended and taken to the Fairbanks
Correctional Center (FCC). The
car was released to a licensed driver.
Agency Assist
9/26/2015 1:27 a.m. - The Alaska
State Troopers asked for assistance
in a welfare check on a minor who
they believed might want to hurt
herself after fighting with her brother.
Officers discovered the female
intoxicated with a PBT (portable

Dianna Rupp
Sun Star

Present: Benjamin AndersonAgimuk, Cordero reid, Jonathan
Quiñones, Brandon Blum,
Sabrina Martin, Ryan Cain,
Kayleen Hansen, Allyssia
Garcia and Mickey Zakurdaew.
Absent excused: Erik Rickards.
Absent: Aileen Hadaway.

breath test) indicating a blood alcohol
level of .139. The female was cited
for an MCA (minor consuming
alcohol) and released to a parent.
Fight-Physical
9/26/2015 10:34 p.m. - Officers
observed a fight occurring during
the Starvation Gulch bonfire. The
fight, involving several individuals,
happened on the west end of the
Nenana lot. One person suffered
a gash to the back of his head,
which had to be attended to by
ambulance personnel. Officers
received numerous conf licting
statements from the individuals. All
of the people involved were soldiers
from Fort Wainwright (FTWW).
They were all given disorderly
conduct warnings and banned
from UAF property for six months.
The next day, four of the
individuals arrived at the UAF
police station wanting to press
charges. The fight was a domestic
incident between an ex- and current
boyfriend. The current boyfriend
not only suffered a gashed head, but
had his tires slashed after the incident
at his residence at Jillian Square. He
had also been threatened via social
media. One of the pictures sent to
the victim had showed the antagonist
holding a gun. UAF police advised
the victim to file a restraining order
and assisted him with the process.
The investigation is ongoing.

Main Office:

(907) 474-7540
www.uafsunstar.com

9/26/2015 11:31 p.m. - Officers
observed another possible fight
occurring during the Starvation
Gulch bonfire, this time in the east
end of the Nenana lot. The male,
an Army Sergeant at FTWW was
acting aggressively and arguing
with people in the bus hut. Police
detained the Sergeant, who was
highly intoxicated. He was banned
from UAF for six months and taken
to the front gate at FTWW where he
was turned over to the Military Police.
9/27/2015 12:37 a.m. - A resident
assistant (RA) at McIntosh Hall
alerted police when they were unable
to gain entrance to a room where
an individual was screaming. The
RA had tried to see if the individual
was okay but the screamer would
not open the door. Police accessed

Suspicious Circumstances
9/26/2015 11:58 p.m. - Two males
stopped by police on Alumni Drive
were banned from UAF for six months.
One of the men was hostile with
police and was issued a warning for
disorderly conduct. Both of the men
were uncooperative. After their runin with police both men left in a cab.
Police had their hands full this past Friday
as winter came early and graced campus
with six inches of snow. Officers busied
themselves attending to motorists and
stuck vehicles. When a vehicle gets stuck,
there are several options to get that vehicle
free. The cruisers the officers drive come
equipped with a “push bumper,” which
can give a stranded motorist a gentle shove
back onto the roadway or help them to gain
traction. This push bumper worked well
for the UAF shuttle bus which was stuck
at the MAC bus turn around. Officers also
utilize tow straps to pull vehicles out. Of
course, there is always good old-fashioned
brute strength. For the vehicles officers
can’t get out, they call a tow truck instead.

at 4 p.m. in room 208 of the Gruening
building. After adopting both sets of
previous meetings minutes with a vote
of 7-0-1, the senate moved into officer
reports. Chair Quiñones claimed 12
hours over the past week, primarily
spent interviewing and selecting the
new senate clerk. President Mathew
Carrick claimed nine hours over the
past week and six for the week before
that working on ASUAF’s presence at
starvation gulch, as well as meeting
with the coalition of student leaders.
Though Vice President Colby Freel
was unable to report hours this
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9/26/2015 11:23 p.m. - During
the Starvation Gulch bonfire two
males continued to break the
safety protocol established by the
event staff. The men repeatedly
stepped out of the designated safe
area towards the actively burning
bonfire. One of the men had to be
taken to the ground and restrained
by officers for failing to comply with
their directions. Both individuals
were found to be intoxicated, and
one was unable to care for himself.
Officers located his family to take
care of him and both men were
banned from UAF for six months.

the room and found Melissa M.
Merritt, 19, of Fairbanks, highly
intoxicated with a blood alcohol level
of .222. Merritt was deemed unable
to care for herself and transported
to FMH for a medical evaluation.
Subsequently she was transported
to FCC for a Title 47 (sleep off).
Merritt was issued a summons for
MCA (minor consuming alcohol).

Though only the public relations
committee was able to meet last week,
the ASUAF senate unanimously
passed SR 185-001, a resolution
that details the senate’s declaration
of support of the Fairbanks North
Star Borough Board’s decision to
recognize the second Monday in
October as Indigenous Peoples’ day.
They also placed a bill detailing
the finer points of ASUAF’s
bylaws regarding employment into
the Internal Affairs Committee.
Senate Chair Jonathan Quiñones
called this Sunday’s meeting to order

Danny Fisher
(907) 474-7540
editor@uafsunstar.com
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week, new Government Relations
Director Leslie Drumhiller was
able to spend 10 1/2 hours over the
past week working toward setting
up a job shadow program in town.
After a mention from President
Carrick about the possibility of an
Apple Store being moved into the
Wood Center space that Polar Perk was
previously occupying, Chair Quiñones
adjourned the meeting at 4:35 p.m.

Photographers

Columnists/Contributers

Mathew Carrick
Mason Schoemaker

Letters to the Editor
The Sun Star welcomes commentary
from our readers! Letters to the
editor should be no longer than 250
words. Please include the author’s
full name and contact information
(phone, e-mail or address). E-mail
your letters to editor@uafsunstar.com.
Letters must be received by 5 p.m.
Friday in order to be run in the
next issue. All letters are subject to
editing for brevity and grammar.
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Campus provides 44 gender neutral bathrooms
Josh Hartman
Sun Star

As of Feb. 13 there are 44 genderneutral bathrooms on the UAF campus.
Gender-neutral bathrooms
are open to people of any gender.
This type of bathroom benefits
those who are transgender or
gender nonconforming, parents
with children of the opposite sex
and caregivers with patients of
the opposite sex. Gender-neutral
bathrooms are also generally more
accessible to those with disabilities.
Gender-neutral bathrooms come
in two different forms. Some are single
occupancy or “family” bathrooms,
while others are designed with stalls,
like most gender specific bathrooms.
All of the gender-neutral
bathrooms on campus are lockable
single rooms with the exception of
one in the Fine Arts Theater, which
is part of the theater costume shop

classroom. This room has two stalls
in it which can be used by the people
in that classroom. It is not, however,
marked as a bathroom, according to
Kim Eames, department coordinator
for UAF Theatre and Film.
Some people benefit from
having access to gender-neutral
bathrooms because under some
circumstances they can be harassed
for or discouraged from using
a gender-specific bathroom.
This type of harassment occurs
everywhere, including high schools
in the city of Fairbanks, according to
Allison Brooking, a Wildlife Biology
and Conservation student at UAF.
“I think that the gender identity
thing is big,” Brooking said. “I have
heard about people in Fairbanks
schools who are transitioning that
get in a lot of trouble for using
the ‘wrong’ bathroom and that
can ostracize them from society.”
This anecdote reflects statistics on
harassment experience by transgender

and gender non-conforming people.
In one study of transgender and
gender non-conforming people from
Washington D.C., seventy percent of
survey respondents reported being
denied access, verbally harassed
or physically assaulted in public
restrooms. This data was compiled
by Doctor Jody Herman, Manager of
Transgender Research at the Williams
Institute, University of California,
Los Angeles, School of Law.
S a f e t y i n g e n d e r- n e u t r a l
bathrooms is no different than
any other bathroom, according to
UAF Police Chief Keith Mallard.
The current gender-neutral
bathrooms on campus are old genderspecific bathrooms that were reclassified. Any issues of safety are
the same as they were before the
bathrooms were re-labeled according
to UAF Police Chief Keith Mallard.
“The only difference between
a g e n d e r- n e u t r a l b a t h ro o m
and the bathrooms that existed

This gender-neutral bathroom on the first
floor of Moore Hall is representative of many
of the residence halls on campus.
- Joshua Hartman / Sun Star

before is the sign,” Mallard said.
According to the Transgender
Law and Policy Institute, as of
2012 there are 150 universities
with gender-neutral bathrooms and
that number is continuing to grow.
“It’s a good step toward
e q u a l i t y, ”
Brooking
said.

Gold takes win in season opening swim meet
Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

Sophomore Noelle Graham competes in the second event of the Nanook’s Blue and Gold meet, the 100 yeard butterfly.
- Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

URSA research showcase
rescheduled due to weather
Josh Hartman
Sun Star

Doctor Carrie Green from the
UAF School of Education was
unable to present her research as
part of the URSA research showcase
on Wednesday, Sept. 30, due to
extreme weather conditions. Her
showcase, entitled “Engaging Young
Children as Active Researchers:
Our Experience in the Forest,” was
rescheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 18.
The event will occur in
Schaible Auditorium. It will
be free and open to the public.
Green’s research pertains to the
formative interactions of children
and their environment, and she
makes use of underg raduate
students for conducting research.
The next UAF research showcase
will be on Wednesday, Oct. 28,
presented by Doctor Michael Harris
on the “Biology of Vampires.” This
showcase will occur from 5:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. in Schaible Auditorium.
These research showcases are
sponsored by the Undergraduate
Research and Scholarly Activity
(URSA), which is a resource for
undergraduate students to get involved
in research or other scholarly projects.
Currently three people make
up the whole of URSA: Barbara
Taylor and Trent Sutton, who
are the co-directors, and Kate
Pendleton, who is the coordinator.
Individuals who want to get

involved in research or other projects
can go to the URSA office at 301
Bunnell and talk to Taylor, Sutton
or Pendleton. Here they work
toward discovering what piques
students’ interest and what they
should do to explore those interests.
Once they identify what
interests the student they can show
that student what to do next in
order to start a research project.
“We refer students to these
people in those departments and
we help students understand
that there is funding available
for these projects,” Taylor said.
E v e r y ye a r a b o u t 1 6 0
students accrue some kind of
benefit from URSA, according to
Taylor. Additionally, somewhere
around $325,000 is given out to
undergraduate students, faculty,
g r a d u at e s t u d e n t s o r p o s t doctorates who have a plan to create
opportunities to develop, conduct
and present undergraduate research.
Every year some of UAF’s income
goes to funding URSA to support
the next generation of researchers.
Some of the research being
conducted is on unmanned
aerial
vehicles,
obsessive
compulsive disorder and thawing
permafrost, according to Taylor.
URSA has been an official
resource for students since July 1, 2011.
“We’re really welcoming,
please let us help you find
your interest,” Taylor said.

T he Nanook swim team
opened their season Saturday, Oct.
3 with the Blue and Gold meet,
where the team split in half and
athletes raced against each other.
The swimmers were required to
compete in every event, even though
during a normal meet they would
only compete in three or four events.
The blue team started the meet
out strong. With two wins after the
first two events, they had the higher
score going into the final event.
However, the gold team managed
to come up from behind and win
the last event, setting the final
score to be 311-298 for a gold win.
The Nanooks continue their
season with three home meets, the
first of which will be Friday, Oct. 16
against Azusa Pacific at the Patty pool.
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Media and Violence: A Love Affair

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor
I feel guilty.
Last Thursday ten people
were killed and seven wounded
in a mass shooting at Umpqua
Community College in Oregon,
and all I did was turn on the
news and watch the violence.
For the next week, the name,
life and motive of the killer will be
broadcast all over the country through
the TV, web and radio. Most people
will think of this man as a murderer,
but the intense news coverage will
make others see him as a martyr.
After an August shooting in
Virginia, the Umpqua shooter
posted on his blog that that he
thought it fascinating when a
previously unknown person becomes
famous for such a simple act.

“A man who was known by no
one is now known by everyone.
His face splashed across every
screen, his name across the lips of
every person on the planet, all in
the course of one day. Seems the
more people you kill, the more
you’re in the limelight,” he wrote.
This line of thinking is not
unusual in people who commit
mass shootings. Most of the time
they’re looking for a combination
of attention and revenge. And we
give them exactly what they want.
A July study published in the Public
Library of Science (PLOS) explains
how media coverage influences
shootings. According to the study,
mass shootings spread in a fashion
similar to contagious diseases when
the media is saturated with details
about a killer and his or her violent
acts. A desire for attention mixed with
anger leads a person to commit new
shootings in the hopes that he or she
will get the same media coverage.
This is not the only way that
media influences us. An August
study by the American Psychological
Association suggests that teen
exposure to violence in news,
movies and video games slowly
builds up a tolerance to committing

violent acts, leading people to act
more aggressively in the future.
And it’s not just the criminals who
watch this violent news. From ancient
Roman death fights to modern boxing,
audience turnouts and online view
counts prove that we love to see people
hurt each other, and the media knows
that. According to a study by the Pew
Research Center, people would rather
watch dramatic and negative news
and skip out on the positive pieces due
to our more sensitive fear emotions.
So, we’re shown exactly what
we want to see, because more
viewers mean higher ratings and
higher ratings mean extra funding.
You could call it a win-win situation.
Except no one wins. Not the 10
people who were murdered, not the
military vet who took five bullets to
tackle the shooter and definitely not
the 10 families who lost their children.
I know none of their names.
Then there’s the nursing student
who tried to save dying students,
the police who showed up and put
their lives on the line to rescue
students and the student firefighters
who vainly tried to use their newly
developed paramedic skills for good.
But it’s the killer’s name I know.
I feel guilty.

Four humans stand inside the Rasmuson
Library and plan how to rescuse their
trapped teammate. By the end of the
mission, they all had been tagged out.
- Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

A human moves inside the flag circle to rescue
his fellow teammate. In the background, three
zombies who had been shot wait around until
they can tag humans again. Once most of the
zombies were tagged out, the humans were
able to rescue their teammate and complete
the mission. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zombies

Continued from page 1
Mother Nature wasn’t on our side
either. Winter came early to Fairbanks.
12 inches of snow fell a few days after
the initial outbreak, dropping power
lines across the town and making
roads nearly impassable. As the days
drew on, hope for rescue faded.
We did our best to survive by
sending rescue teams out into the
cold and looking for technicians
to help with the escape efforts. All
the while, our numbers where
dwindling and their numbers grew.
At the end of the fourth day there
were 98 zombies and only 118 of us
remaining. Things were looking grim.
However, with the help of the
technicians, the repaired satellite dish
allowed us to finally make contact
with the military. This was made
possible thanks to the valiant sacrifices
by a few of our own: Gavin Lecrone,
Austin Dabbs, Jeremy Sawyer and
Ian Tremblay, who gave their lives
protecting technicians as they repaired
the damaged satellite dish. Finally, we
knew there was a chance, albeit a small
one, that we might make it out alive.
Then we suffered a great setback.
An entire party, including an
invaluable technician, was taken down
by the zombie horde. What had been
a starving pack was now reinvigorated,
freshly fed and hungry for more.
That night, huddled inside the MBS,
we prayed that we would survive
until the military could pull us out.
The next day, we decided to
strike back. We ventured out onto
the desolate campus, and began
our work. With the help of our
remaining technicians, we repaired

and armed the local missle silo, and
converted a Poker Flatrange rocket
into a missile-carrying rocket, which
was able to destroy a majority of
the zombie population in Fairbanks.
The only remaining zombies in
Fairbanks were located on campus.
Now there were only 88 zombies left.
Some zombies began to change,
transforming into stronger, more
dangerous beasts. There were
witches, which were immune to our
bullets, and lickers, which were able
to take down humans from longer
distances. Survival was more difficult,
but what got us through was the
knowledge that the military would
be there the next day to extract the
remaining survivors. To prepare,
we spent the night planting beacons
to aid the military extraction team.
Then the moment of truth
was here. The remaining humans

gathered in the arts center to prepare
for the extraction. There were just
under a hundred of us remaining,
and about the same number of
zombies. The path to safety would
not be an easy one. We waited for
the signal from the military and when
it came we rushed out the doors
towards the extraction site. Most of
us didn’t make it. Only 15 survivors
were extracted by the military.
The chopper ride was quiet. Most
of our friends had turned and were
currently wandering campus aimlessly,
looking for something to eat. It was
a sobering thought, but I couldn’t
help but be filled with relief. It was
over. It was finally over. And yet, I
couldn’t shake the feeling that the
same thing would happen next year.

Letter from
the Editor
World-wide local
newspapers lend
perspective

Nine people were shot and killed
at Umpqua Community College in
Roseburg, Oregon on Thursday,
Oct. 1, and seven more were injured
before the gunman committed
suicide during the police response.
National news coverage tells
the violent story over and over
again. This is what most people
will read. But the journalists
at the News-Review Today, the
Roseburg and Douglas County
newspaper, have been telling
the community’s story as well.
It’s amazing that we have access
to worldwide news as gathered by
big-name national news companies,
but in light of this recent tragedy it
struck me that we also have access to
local news from all over the world.
And the differences in coverage
are significant. While Fox, CNN
and NBC are relaying information
highlighted by personal accounts of
the shooting, NR Today is releasing
stories by local reporters that
prominently feature accounts by victims
and their families, and the reactions
of a community that is fighting to
pull together in the face of tragedy.
Reporting about tragedy is
one of the scariest realities I can
imagine facing as the editor of a
small, community-oriented news
publication. When UAF faced it’s
third gun-related death within two
years during the spring semester of
2015, it quickly became clear how
difficult it is to tell a story about
someone’s death and the injury
that death does to the people who
care about a lost individual. As I
watched the editor-in-chief at the
time, a student like myself, decide
what information to include and
what language to use, I did not envy
him the humbling responsibility.
Given the perspective I
gained then and this week, I have
realized the importance of small
news publications being able
to write about tragedy in their
own communities.
For those
people who dig a little deeper
and find local coverage about
losses such as that which Umpqua
suffered, the context a local
publication offers is invaluable.

Preview: Andrew Schultz, comedian to perform in Hess Rec
Sam Allen
Sun Star

Adding to the ream of seemingly
endless entertainment options at
UAF and appeasing the mass, 1820 year old demographic on campus
who hasn’t gotten a fall concert this
year, SAO is hosting a comedy show
Wednesday at the Hess Rec. The show
on Oct. 7, is at 8p.m. and it’s free.
Enter
Andrew
Schulz.
Schulz has been putting in work
on the NYC comedy circuit for
more than eight years and, in the
past, worked simultaneously on five
television projects. Now, he stars in
the independent film channel comedy,
“Benders,” about an amateur hockey
team. He’s also involved with the
podcast “The Brilliant Idiots,” which

has about 200,000 listeners each
week, and has been involved with a
plethora of MTV shows including
“Guy Code,” “Guy Court,” “Jobs that
don’t suck,” and “The Hook Up.”
Why
should
you
see
him
We d n e s d a y
night?
“Cause there ain’t nothing else
to do.” Schultz said. “Let’s be honest
here. It’s either you come to my show
or go to the northern most Denny’s.”
The show, facilitated by Jerry
Evans from Alaskacomedy.com is
the continuation of the Bust-a-Gut
series and has brought up about
half a dozen comedians to campus
every year over the past decade.
Schulz is blunt, deft and excited
about his first visit to Alaska.
The native New Yorker recognizes
he was born into an environment
where survival is easy and loves the

contrast of going somewhere where
people have skills, “like birthing a cow,
or making fire, without, you know,
already having a little bit of fire.”
I t ’s
never
been
his
goal to perfor m in Alaska.
“Honestly, my goal is to visit
Alaska and see people out there and
see nature, it’s just lucky that my
job lets me do that,” Schultz said.
He doesn’t overanalyze stand-up.
“This shit is not abstract art, it’s
not making sweaters or anything
like that,” Schultz said. “It is the
reaction you get from the audience.”
This summer, stand-up legend
Jerry Seinfeld ignited a dialogue
among comedians by saying he
doesn’t perform for college audiences
because they’re too politically correct.
Shulz has no fear about
performing for a college audience.

He views political correctness as a
challenge that forces him to be more
creative. “Seinfeld is a 60 year old
man. When does a 60 year old hang
out with a 18 year olds? That’s weird.
It would make sense they don’t have
the same sense of humor,” Schultz
said. “I refuse to not talk about
something because people might get
offended. That’s my job, my job is to
make it so funny it doesn’t matter.”
For him, no topics are off
limits—it’s all about context.
“You’re not a robot. We’re
human beings, we’ve got feelings
and shit, so I can fuck with your
feelings and that’s part of what
stand-up is about,” he said.
In the past, Cody Rogers,
UAF student activities director,
has expressed trepidation for
the necessity of bust-a-gut.
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UAF often exeriences hesitancy when students are asked to publicly express their opinion.
This week we asked students: What is your opinion on having your perspectives
published?

“Depends on what you’re talking
about; if you don’t know what you
are talking about, don’t act like it.”
-Hunter Young
Art student

“It would feel good, having my
ideas published on my thoughts
out there.”
-Katherine Aikens,
Petroleum engineering
student

“It doesn’t bother me.”
-Logan Reveil
Fisheries student

This week’s ‘Nook on the street was compiled by Kristopher Voronin / Sun Star

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events

The Sun Star Picks calendar is compiled weekly based on the choices of the editorial staff.

Tuesday / 6
Akasofu Building 417, UAF
Research Showcase with Rich
Boone at 1:00 p.m. Come out
and hear Rich Boone talk about
his research in Biochemistry of
Terrestrial Ecosystems and Global
Change. Even if your degree is
Art, you should still come out and
hear a man’s hardworking research.
Aaron Walling / Advertising Manager

Wednesday / 7
According to the Pub’s calendar,
there’s a Scavenger Hunt there
at 9:00 p.m. Is there a cost for
admission? Prizes? Drink specials?
Those are all excellent questions that
I am ill-equipped to answer, because
UAF organizations seem deeply
allergic to adding descriptions or
external links to calendar entries. The
Pub is by no means alone in this sin;
try to find details for events happening
at Wood Center, for example, and
you’ll often turn up a whole lot of
nothing. But, institutional obfuscation
and poor web design standards aside,
I’m going to suggest the Scavenger

Hunt this week because I generally
approve of scavenger hunts. And
also beer. Spencer Tordoff / Web Editor

Thursday / 8
Open Mic Night at College
Coffeehouse at 8 p.m. Didn’t get
enough college improv last week at
Arctic Java’s open mic night?! Good
thing College Coffeehouse is holding
another one! You can go sing, dance,
rap and even stand up on stage and
say nothing. If you aren’t the type of
person who enjoys being in front of a
crowd doing embarrassing things, then
sit in the crowd and listen to people do
their thing. Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Friday / 9
Comedy Night with Andrew
Schulz at the Blue Loon at 8 p.m.
You too can show up for a night of
fun and frivolity!!!! An MTV2 star
is coming to Alaska and that’s about
as exciting as anything else going
on. Laughter is never a bad way to
spend your Friday night, especially
if that laughter includes drinks,
to my understanding. However, if

Naturally Perspiring

you’re like me and can’t get into 21+
events, you could sit in the parking
lot and watch clips from Schulz’s
show on YouTube. Then you could
drive your older friends home and
wake up the next morning hang
over free. Kyrie Long / Copy Editor

Saturday / 1
Hannah Yoter Band at the Pub at
9 p.m. Self-described as a sound that
“sits right in the middle of Americana
roots and classic country”, the Hannah
Yoter Band is playing a free show this
Saturday at The Pub so you might as
well check it out if that sort of thing is
your jam. Or maybe if you’re not sure
if it’s your jam but think it might be.
It’s free so why not! Of course, if you
aren’t 21 yet they won’t let you in. If
that’s the case, my recommendation
is to stay home and do something
wild, like make a pillow fort! Because
honestly, when was the last time you
made a pillow fort? Pillow forts kick
ass. Molly Putman / Layout Editor

Sunday / 11

skating at the Patty Center Ice
Rink. Take advantage of your
athletics fee money by strapping on
a pair of skates for the hour-long
rec skate starting at 11:30 a.m. It’s
a great way to get some exercise
in without suffering a run or gym
session! Danny Fisher / Editor-in-Chief

Monday / 12
Are you a dancer like me? Does
the thought of ballroom dance
get you all in a tither? Come to the
Jazzercise Studio of the Old Steese
@7 p.m. for swing dance lessons! If
you are new to swing dancing - or
dance at all - this is a great way to start.
It’s easy to learn, and so much fun. No
experience is necessary and no partner
is needed. Bring shoes with clean
soles (preferably somewhat smooth).
Loaner shoes available! For students,
a five class package costs $30. More
information can be found at http://
www.dancingwithnorther nlights.
com/, or by calling Margo
Matthews at (907) 388-0254. Lida
Zakurdaew / Distribution Manager

A valid Polar Express card will grant
you free skate rental and recreational

Last week
on Yik Yak

By Mason Schoemaker

Yik Yak is a social media app that
allows people anonymously to create
and view “Yaks” within a 5-mile radius.

Tons of guys at starvation
gulch. Haven’t seen that much
sausage surrounding a campfire
since the weenie roast at the
annual cub scouts camp out
F*** your nudes, send me
the lecture notes I missed
To the girl who put 120 tampons
in the 4th floor Gruening
bathroom… you’re the real MVP
UAF: Where the odds are
good, but the goods are odd.
My signature move is slipping and
falling straight on my ass in front
of the hottest person around.
Does
debt

swimming
in
count
as
carido?

If you listen quietly in the
early morning, you can hear
the sounds of hundreds of
college students slipping on ice.
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ADVERTISING
You are invited to

This Sunday

Worship Services: 9:15am & 11:00am
At 1310 Farmers Loop Rd.

Pick Up at the Upper Wood Center Bus Stop at
The Law of Demand summarizes the effect changes
have consumer behavior. The higher the price, the
lower the quality demanded.
- Brought to you by Sherri Wall’s afternoon Econ class,
Team 3

9am & 10:45am
& Drop offs after service

Questions? Visit our Website: www.bethelchurchak.org or call: 479-4380

Club and Involvement Fair
A Fair of Fire and Ice
Wednesday October 7, 2015

11am - 2pm @ the Wood Center
The fair will feature
Student Clubs and
Community Service
Organizations

Register your organization on OrgSync or uaf.edu/woodcenter/leadership
LEADERSHIP, INVOLVEMENT
& VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Spend the spring 2016
semester working in the
Alaska Legislature!
u Earn $5,000 and a relocation

allowance
u 12 hours upper-division credits
u 9 credits for grad students

The Alaska State
Legislative Internship
Program offers UA
students a unique
opportunity to work
in government.

APPLICATION
DEADLINE:
Thursday
October 15

APP
NO LY
W!

12:00 pm

For application forms, contact:
Professor Amy Lovecraft
Tel: (907) 474-2688
Email: allovercraft@alaska.edu

www.uas.alaska.edu/internprogram

