


After racing the two lap course held on Saturday, Sept. 
3, 2011, at the UAF West Ridge Trails, (from left to right) 
UAF Senior, Crystal Pitney, and UAF Senior, Theresia 
Schnurr, sprint toward the finish line to take fourth 
(Schnurr) and fifth (Pitney) place in the Women’s 4 kilo-
meter race. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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The Sun Star’s mission is to 
provide a voice for the UAF 

campus and be a written
 record where news, people’s 

opinions, and events
 (whether extraordinary or 

ordinary) are expressed 
honestly and fairly.
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P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-6039

Ads Dept: (907) 474-7540
Fax: (907) 474-5508
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Corrections:
In the Aug. 30 issue, the Nookraker was not labeled as an opinion column as it was last 

year. This was an oversight on our part. The Nookraker is an opinion and politics column by 

Jeremia Schrock. This year, the column will be featured online.

In the Meet Mari profile, Mari Freitag was identified as a junior. Frietag is actually a 

senior. We apologize for adding an extra year for her to complete. 
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I started 

at UAF in 2006 

as a wildlife 

biology major 

and I spent my 

first three years 

here going 

to class and 

going home. 

I wasn’t in-

volved in student groups and I didn’t have 

a big social circle on campus. It wasn’t 

until last year that I started working at the 

Sun Star and, looking back on it, I should 

have started so much sooner. With all of 

the amazing people I met in the past year, 

how many more might I have gotten the 

chance to meet if I had made more of an 

effort to be involved? There are many new 

faces and quite a few that have been around 

for a while. I urge all of you to get involved 

with UAF and start introducing yourselves. 

There are some incredible people to meet 

on this campus.

 I met Mike Sfraga, the vice chancellor 

for students, last summer while inter-

viewing him for a story about the then-new 

sustainability fee. He spent the first 20 min-

utes of our interview trying to find out more 

about me. He asked about what I wanted 

to do as a student and after graduation. As 

I explained that I wanted to be a journalist 

and possibly focus on science journalism, 

he started reeling off names of people on 

campus and other writers I should talk to. 

He was genuinely in-

terested in helping me 

with my goals. Though 

I’ve hardly spoken to 

him since, that inter-

view made an impres-

sion on me. Other 

students I’ve spoken 

with have come away 

with that same thought 

about him. He is here 

for the students, con-

stantly generates ideas 

and has some great sto-

ries to tell.

 Forward a year – 

it’s orientation week and we are prepping 

the first issue of the fall 2011 semester. I was 

coming in early every day and leaving late 

at night and still there was one person here 

before I was: Damien Snook, the New Stu-

dent Orientation coordinator. He lives too 

far from campus to drive home every night, 

come back in the morning and still be here 

for orientation when he needed to be – so 

he slept in his office. That is a lot more 

than just being dedicated to the job. That’s 

an amazing effort to plan an event for the 

students and execute it successfully. This 

year’s orientation was 

one of the best I’ve seen 

in my time here. Events 

like that don’t happen 

without people truly 

dedicated to what they 

do and the students 

they are doing it for.

 There is one 

other person I can’t 

leave off my short list 

of people here at UAF 

who have made an im-

pression on me. Lynne 

Lott, a journalism pro-

fessor and the Sun Star 

advisor, is quite an amazing person. Be-

sides being a journalist with an impressive 

career, she’s a great editor who critiques the 

paper without mincing words, which only 

makes us better. Last winter I had an un-

expected stay in the hospital. Lynne came 

by the hospital to visit me, gave me her cell 

number and told me to call if I needed any-

thing, even if it was a ride to a doctor’s ap-

pointment. I don’t have any family locally 

besides my husband. The fact that she came 

to see me and offered help really mattered 

to me. That friendship is a result of getting 

to know her after being involved with the 

Sun Star together for so long.

 I hope you take advantage of the op-

portunity to meet the people here, whether 

you are new to UAF or have been here for 

a while. Get involved in a club or group or 

start one of your own. You will find people 

with fascinating lives, who are dedicated to 

what they do and will encourage you to find 

what you are passionate about.

 If you have your own story of someone 

on campus who has made a profound im-

pression on you, write us a letter and recog-

nize that person. The Sun Star will run your 

letter in the next issue.

There are some incredible people on this campus
So go introduce yourself

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
The Sun Star



(Seminar series for UAF Sustainable Village Student Design Competition)
2 credit options: Individual study course or Internship GEOG/NRM F300 1-6 

The course is aimed at providing students participating in the UAF Sustainable Village 

Student Design Competition, with a basic understanding of building science practices and 

sustainable community design.  

Location: CCHRC Thursday and Saturday sessions, Schaible Auditorium Monday ses-

sions.

September 18 Sunday  4 hours / 1-5pm
UAF Sustainable Village Student Design Competition – Aaron Cooke

What Makes a Sustainable Community - Jack Hebert

Current Research Efforts at CCHRC in Building Science - CCHRC Research Team

Tour of CCHRC - Aaron Cooke

September 19 Monday Evening  7-8 pm
An Alaska Sustainable Communities Model - TBA

September 22 Thursday Evening  7-8 pm
Living Off The Grid - Rorik Peterson and Seth Danielson

September 26 Monday Evening  7-8 pm
Creative Integration to an Alaska Passive House - Thorsten 

Chlupp

September 29 Thursday Evening  7-8 pm  
Calypso Farms and Ecology Center – Susan Willsrud 

Starting a Community Garden - Michele Hebert

October 1  4 hours / 10-3:00 
Traditional Wisdom About Sustainability - TBA

Alaskan Soil and Foundations - Yuri Shur 

Energy Efficient Waste Water Treatment – Bob Tsigonus

Heat Pumps, Solar Thermal, Masonry Heaters - Collin Craven

October 3 Monday Evening  7-8 pm
Rain Catchment for Home and Agriculture – Tom Zimmer

October 6 Thursday Evening  7-8 pm
Natural and Energy Efficient Lighting - Elizabeth Johnston

October 10 Monday Evening  7-8 pm
Alternative Energy Technology - Bruno C. Grunau, CCHRC

October 15 Saturday Afternoon  10 am-3 pm
Presentations by UAF Sustainable Village Student Design Teams

October 21 Friday Evening  5:30 pm
Awards ceremony

For more information visit www.uaf.edu/sustainability
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Sustainable Building and Community Design Course

 Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

The following briefs were compiled 

from notes taken during the Sept. 4 meeting 

of the Associated Students of the University 

of Alaska Fairbanks (ASUAF) senate. 

ASUAF is comprised of a legislative and 

an executive branch. The student govern-

ment acts as a representative body for the 

university’s student population. ASUAF is 

charged with holding events and alloting 

money to undertakings it deems worthwile 

to the students they represent. Their funding 

comes from a $35 student government fee 

collected every spring and fall, and a $20 fee 

collected in the summer.

 
Senators in attendance
Present: Jennifer Chambers, Jesse 

Cervin, Josh Cooper, Robert Kinnard 

III, Chelsea Holt, Sophia Grzeskowiak-

Amezquita, Michael Golub, Arthur Martin 

and Will Collingwood

Absent: Paul Pharr, John Netardus, 

Timothy Grediangin, Hollie Seiler, Mary 

Strehl and Aaron Acevedo

Officers in attendance
Present: Mari Freitag and Dillon Ball

Absent: Rosemary Paz

Spring 2011 election results
The following senators were elected to 

seats on the ASUAF senate: Michael Golub, 

Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita, Chelsea 

Holt, Arthur Martin, Will Collingwood, 

Timothy Grediangin, Aaron Acevedo and 

Hollie Seiler.

Confirmed
The following individuals were con-

firmed for positions within ASUAF: Michael 

Golub (senator), Sophia Grzeskowiak-

Amezquita (senator), Chelsea Holt (sen-

ator), Arthur Martin (senator), Will Collin-

gwood (senator), Mari Freitag (president) 

and Dillon Ball (vice president).

Minutes tabled
 All minutes from the summer com-

mittee were tabled until the next meeting so 

the senators would have a chance to review 

them.

 
New office manager
 Anne Williamson was hired in the 

summer to replace Sabra Phillips. Wil-

liamson’s new position is office manager, 

replacing Phillips’ position as executive of-

ficer. Phillips resigned to accept a new posi-

tion elsewhere within the university system. 

According to ASUAF president Mari Freitag, 

Williamson learns fast and has “hit the 

ground running.”

 
Director positions open
 ASUAF is looking for a government re-

lations director and a web director.

NANA contract
President Freitag will investigate 

NANA’s contract with the university. The 

contract expires in July 2012 and Freitag 

wants to make sure that the corporation 

is fulfilling its contractual obligations, she 

said.

Committee chairs named
Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita (Ex-

ecutive), Arthur Martin (Internal Affairs), 

Chelsea Holt (Student Affairs), and Robert 

Kinnard III (University Relations) were 

nominated and accepted positions as com-

mittee chairs. No chair was named for the 

Public Relations committee.

 Expedited legislation
SB 177-001 – Starvation Gulch bar-

becue: $500 was allotted to hold a barbecue 

during Starvation Gulch. Sen. Grzeskowiak-

Amezquita attempted to amend the legisla-

tion to $400 but failed to achieve the neces-

sary support. Jennifer Chambers sponsored 

the bill.

SB 177-003 – Blue and Gold barbecue: 

$200 was retroactively provided to the 

Alumni Association to help cover the costs 

of its barbecue during the Blue and Gold 

hockey game. Arthur Martin sponsored the 

bill.

Moved to committee
 SB 177-002 – Let’s Make a Movie: This 

legislation would provide the film club with 

$500 in order to produce a training video for 

new ASUAF senators. It was moved to the 

executive committee. Jennifer Chambers 

sponsored the bill.

SB 177-004 – T-Shirts for Quidditch 

Club: This legislation would provide the UAF 

Quidditch Club with $500 to buy t-shirts to 

sell at fundraisers. Jennifer Chambers spon-

sored the bill.

ASUAF minutes
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 Sun Star Reporter

 The philosopher Socrates said, “I am 

not an Athenian or a Greek, but a citizen of 

the world.” On Aug. 31, students at the Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) became 

Socratic in spirit, welcoming more than 120 

international exchange students to Ameri-

ca’s Arctic university at a meet-and-greet 

mixer. The International Student/Scholar 

Program and the International Student Or-

ganization co-hosted the event. This was 

the second time the annual event was held.

 Students from across the globe at-

tended, with representatives from countries 

including Mongolia, China, Japan, France, 

Scotland, Denmark and Germany. Many 

students gave the same reasons for coming 

to UAF: the desire to see Alaska and further 

their studies.

 Nichola Morris, from Scotland, came 

to UAF “for the natural beauty and all that 

sort of stuff,” she said. In Scotland, Morris 

studied at the University of Glasgow (UG). 

She’ll continue her degree in general bi-

ology during her stay at UAF.

 The biggest difference Morris has seen 

so far between UAF and UG is the curric-

ulum – UAF is more student-friendly while 

UG is more structured. She’s looking for-

ward to her new coursework, she said.

 For Kizmet Sherwood, another ex-

change student from UG, UAF is the place 

to be. Sherwood is studying wildlife biology 

and said the program at UAF “fits [my de-

gree] better then the courses I’d take in the 

UK.”

 Yuko Kato and Yuri Horie, both from 

Japan, are attending UAF to study English. 

Kato also studies chemistry and added 

that she came to UAF because that’s what 

her teacher told her to do. It’s common for 

Japanese professors to send their students 

overseas with little input from the students, 

according to Japanese and business major 

Rauchelle King. King spent a semester 

abroad at Nagoya University in Japan.

 Brandon Ilgen, the coordinator for the 

International Student/Scholar Program, 

said the mixer is important for the campus’s 

international community. “It’s important to 

help students feel welcome,” he said. “Espe-

cially when they’ve traveled so far to be with 

us.”

 Language barriers don’t impede stu-

dent experiences at UAF, Ilgen said. He 

added that most incoming students are 

either fluent in the English language or are 

registered in English-learning programs.

 The event is special because of its 

“citizen diplomacy” angle, Ilgen said. The 

mixer allows international students to mix 

with the campus community and vice-

versa.

 “The whole point is to make people feel 

welcome and to make them feel connected,” 

he said. “The greatest support students have 

is other students.”

International students mingle at mixer

Rafa Garcia-Brotons, a computer science student from France, gestures during the International Student Mixer on 
Aug. 31, 2011. Jeremia Schrock/Sun Star

Yuri Horie and Yuko Kato, exchange students from Japan, show peace signs during the Internation Student Mixer 
on Aug. 31, 2011. Both students are studying English at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  Jeremia Schrock/Sun 
Star

Freya Casier, an exchange student from Denmark, outside the Fine Arts Complex during the International Student 
Mixer on Aug. 31, 2011. Casier is studying rural development and gender studies at the University of Alaska Fair-
banks. Jeremia Schrock/Sun Star
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The UAF women’s cross country running team leads the way at the start of the second of two races held the weekend 
of Sept. 1st. In this meet, UAF raced against the Seattle Pacific Falcons and the Montana State Billings Yellowjack-
ets, the UAF women’s team taking first in team points for both races Sept. 3, 2011. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star

In the UAF Cross Country meet against the Seattle Pacific Falcons and the Montana State Billings Yellowjackets, 
on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 3, 2011, UAF Junior Heather Edic pulls ahead of her two team mates to finish 
in third place with a time of 15:21, helping the UAF women’s team take first place in team points for both the 6 
kilometer race on Thursday, Sept. 1st, as well the 4 kilometer race on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 3, 2011. Erin 
McGroarty/Sun Star

At the UAF Cross Country Meet held the morning of Saturday, Sept. 3, 2011, SPU Junior, Will Harrison, SPU Fresh-
man, Jordan Wolfe, and UAF Junior, Tyler Kornfield, lead the front pack as they begin their second of two laps on 
the 4 kilometer course at the West Ridge skiing and running  trails Sept. 3, 2011. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star

Women’s cross country runners take gold
Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter

A soft summer breeze rustled the 

branches of the trees on either side of the 

path as autumn sun shone down onto the 

wooded trail. To the untamed eye, this 

would seem as relaxing as it could get. How-

ever, tension was in the air. The University 

of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) women’s cross 

country team jogged past in a large group, 

completing one last warm up loop before 

the men’s race began at 10 a.m Sept. 3, the 

final day of the cross country meet. Three 

teams attended the three-day meet  on the 

UAF Ski trails: UAF, Montana State Univer-

sity Billings (MSUB) and Seattle Pacific Uni-

versity (SPU).

As the men’s team situated themselves 

on the starting line, spectators stepped off 

the trail to make room. The gun sounded 

and the race began. Tyler Kornfield, UAF 

junior, took an immediate lead before they 

rounded the first corner, but he was soon 

followed by Brian Potter, MSUB junior, and 

Alex Horton and Jacob Wahlenmaier of SPU. 

This front pack took off, leaving the remains 

of the three teams to follow in their dust. 

One and a half laps later, the same group 

led the race. Potter had a clear lead as he 

sprinted toward the finish line, taking in first 

place with a time of 12:49. Potter was soon 

followed by Alex Horton, SPU freshman. 

Horton finished with a time of 12:58.9, only 

1.6 seconds ahead of his teammate, Jacob 

Wahlenmaier, SPU senior. Tyler Kornfield 

of UAF followed soon after with 13:07.2, 

narrowly beating Will Harrison of SPU and 

taking fourth place overall.

While the UAF men’s team remained in 

third place for team points, the UAF wom-

en’s team took first place for team points for 

the second day in a row. Soon after the start 

of the women’s race,   Heather Edic, a UAF 

junior, and Crystal Pitney, a senior, joined 

the lead pack with fellow teammate Theresia 

Schnurr. They were accompanied by MSUB 

teammates Renae Hepfer, a freshman, and 

junior Whitney Mickelsen. SPU senior Natty 

Plunket came up the last hill before the fin-

ishing shoot and took the lead, sprinting 

to the finish line with a time of 15:14. 

Plunket was followed by teammate junior 

Heidi Laabs-Johnson with a time of 15:18. 

Edic finished in third with a time of 15:21. 

Overall, the women’s team took first place 

for team points on both Thursday, Sept. 1, 

as well as Saturday, Sept. 3, helping to ease 

the pain of the UAF men’s team staying in 

third place, being narrowly beaten by MSUB 

by two points.
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Nanook volleyball team falls to Outside adversaries 

#14 Casey Tidwell prepares for Minnesota’s serve during the Nanook Classic volleyball tournament Sept. 3, 2011. 
DIllon Ball/Sun Star.

#10 Jordyn Montgomery of UAF serves during Saturday’s Nanook classic Sept. 3, 2011. Dillon Ball/Sun Star.

#13 Keri Knight of the UAF Nanooks makes a last ditch effort to return the ball during Saturday’s Nanook Classic 
volleyball tournament game Sept. 3, 2011. Dillon Ball/Sun Star.

Nanooks #2 Morgan Tebbs and #14 Casey Tidwell move to block a shot from #5 Jenna McNallan of the Minnesota 
State Mavericks Sept. 3, 2011.  Dillon Ball/Sun Star.
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At Your Service!At Your Service! www.alaska.edu/oit

UAF Mobile Apps 

UAF Mobile is a free download available 
on iTunes and Android Market.  This suite 
of apps includes: 
•  Mobile Learn (Blackboard access) 
•  UAF Athletics app
•  Campus walking tours
•  Art on campus tour 

Fall updates include events calendar, campus and ski trails map, 
shuttle tracker, people directory and course listings.

OIT's Copyright Policy 

At UAF we take copyright infringement very seriously.  
Network users who download and distribute copy-
righted music without permission are breaking the 
law. For more information about our copyright policy 
and the university's security standards visit: 
alaska.edu/oit/services/computer-security/standards

©

University ID at ELMO 
ELMO (Easy Login Maintenance Option) provides an easy way 
to manage your university Identity, activate your account, including your 
UA username and resetting your password. Visit elmo.alaska.edu.

GoogleApps@UA 
Google Apps @ UA is the university's electronic 
communication platform. It includes Google Mail, 
Documents, Calendar, Sites and Groups. Login to this 
system with the UA username and password at google.alaska.edu.

UAF Blackboard 
With UAF Blackboard instructors can post documents, 
assignments, quizzes and exams, moderate forums, pro-
vide virtual office hours, and more. Students use it to check 
their grades, submit assignments, and interact with each other and their 
instructors. UAF Blackboard is used for distance classes and within the 
traditional classroom setting. Sign in at classes.uaf.edu.

Computer Repair
Bring your computer to the OIT Help Desk located in 
Bunnell 236, Butrovich 102 or Rasmuson 401. Technicians 
can remove spyware and viruses and rebuild your operating 
system. They may also back up and restore your data. Remember 
to bring any license keys, your Polar Express Card and original software.

iTunes U
iTunes U and Lecture Capture gives UAF instructors the ability 
to publish class lectures to UAF's iTunes U page. Lectures can 
then be downloaded to a mobile device. Lectures in Schaible 
Auditorium are viewable 24 hours a day online. For more info 
ask your instructor or visit alaska.edu/oit/services/itunes-u/.

Video Conferencing 
Students, staff and faculty use video conferencing to connect 
with the world in a variety of ways, such as academic class 
participation, seminar attendance, thesis defenses, and job 
interviews. For more information and to schedule visit 
alaska.edu/oit/services/video-conferencing.

Follow OIT, 
Like OIT.  

 On Facebook search for  
 "OIT Support Center" 
 
 On Twitter search for  
 "@oitsupport"

Welcome from Our CITO
 

Welcome everyone, new and returning, to another fantastic Fall semester at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. The staff of the Office of Information Technology has been busily preparing 
technology and tools to make your semester go smoothly.  Chancellor Rogers has made a major 
commitment to upgrading classroom technology across campus. Thus far, we have upgraded five 
smart classrooms and equipped three additional auditoriums with lecture capture capability for 
your professors to enhance their instruction. Your input and that of your professors as to what 

technologies are desired is welcome and appreciated.

 The UAF Mobile App has been enhanced and includes mobile access to your courses within Blackboard. You 
can also synchronize Blackboard with your Facebook account. We have upgraded miles of network cabling and 
rooms of equipment to make the network faster and more reliable. We have installed a new Voice Over IP tele-
phone system and transitioned to new voicemail for everyone.

In partnership with the UAF Office of Sustainability, OIT has installed power monitoring on 1300 computers 
across campus to allow automatic shut down and power up of computers in an effort to save energy. More to 
come on that as the semester progresses.

Speaking of power, if you happen to forget your power adapter, look for cell phone charging stations in Wood 
Center and the 24-hour study area in the library.

Lastly, I would like to hear from you, the students, on what you would like to see from your technology depart-
ment. What technologies, tools, software, etc do you feel would enhance your educational experience here at 
UAF? We want to know.

To find out more please visit us at www.alaska.edu/oit or write helpdesk@alaska.edu
 
Study hard.

Karl Kowalski, Chief Information Technology Officer
University of Alaska, Office of Information Technology

Self-Service Options 
Atomic Learning — atomic.alaska.edu 
contains online software training video  
tutorials that are highly focused in topic 
and range between 1-3 minutes in length.

Lynda.com — library.uaf.edu/ad-lynda 
is a software training and tutorial video  
library presented at the UAF Rasmuson 
 Library website. Online courses that help  
you learn critical skills.

OIT Self Service — service.alaska.edu/selfservice 
here you can submit support requests directly 
to the OIT Support Center and check the status 
of existing requests.

Computing Labs 
Bunnell Lab - Bunnell, room 319
Open weekdays 8 am - 5 pm. 
Closed weekends.

MBS Lab - Moore Bartlett Skarland, room 110
Open 24 hours/day, 365/year.

Rasmuson Library Lab
Open 24 hours/day, 365/year.

Help Desk 

Phone  
Phone:   907-450-8300
Toll-free:  800-478-8226
Fax:   907-450-8312  
 
Weekdays:  
7:30 am -7:30 pm
Weekends:   
10 am - 6 pm
 
In Person
Rasmuson Library Room 401
Weekdays: 7 am - 9:30 pm
Weekends: 10 am - 6:00 pm

Butrovich Building Suite 102
Weekdays: 8 am-5 pm

Email
helpdesk@alaska.edu

Website 
www.alaska.edu/oit  
The OIT website contains 
up-to-the-minute information 
about outages, services, and 
events, along with self-service 
technical support options. 

TechFest
October 10-12, 2011

TechFest 2011 showcases technology 
innovation for both higher education and 
research. UAF students, faculty, and staff are 
invited to attend. Register online beginning 
September 26 at alaska.edu/oit/techfest. 

Save the date!

Karl Kowalski, CITO
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At Your Service!At Your Service! www.alaska.edu/oit

UAF Mobile Apps 

UAF Mobile is a free download available 
on iTunes and Android Market.  This suite 
of apps includes: 
•  Mobile Learn (Blackboard access) 
•  UAF Athletics app
•  Campus walking tours
•  Art on campus tour 

Fall updates include events calendar, campus and ski trails map, 
shuttle tracker, people directory and course listings.

OIT's Copyright Policy 

At UAF we take copyright infringement very seriously.  
Network users who download and distribute copy-
righted music without permission are breaking the 
law. For more information about our copyright policy 
and the university's security standards visit: 
alaska.edu/oit/services/computer-security/standards

©

University ID at ELMO 
ELMO (Easy Login Maintenance Option) provides an easy way 
to manage your university Identity, activate your account, including your 
UA username and resetting your password. Visit elmo.alaska.edu.

GoogleApps@UA 
Google Apps @ UA is the university's electronic 
communication platform. It includes Google Mail, 
Documents, Calendar, Sites and Groups. Login to this 
system with the UA username and password at google.alaska.edu.

UAF Blackboard 
With UAF Blackboard instructors can post documents, 
assignments, quizzes and exams, moderate forums, pro-
vide virtual office hours, and more. Students use it to check 
their grades, submit assignments, and interact with each other and their 
instructors. UAF Blackboard is used for distance classes and within the 
traditional classroom setting. Sign in at classes.uaf.edu.

Computer Repair
Bring your computer to the OIT Help Desk located in 
Bunnell 236, Butrovich 102 or Rasmuson 401. Technicians 
can remove spyware and viruses and rebuild your operating 
system. They may also back up and restore your data. Remember 
to bring any license keys, your Polar Express Card and original software.

iTunes U
iTunes U and Lecture Capture gives UAF instructors the ability 
to publish class lectures to UAF's iTunes U page. Lectures can 
then be downloaded to a mobile device. Lectures in Schaible 
Auditorium are viewable 24 hours a day online. For more info 
ask your instructor or visit alaska.edu/oit/services/itunes-u/.

Video Conferencing 
Students, staff and faculty use video conferencing to connect 
with the world in a variety of ways, such as academic class 
participation, seminar attendance, thesis defenses, and job 
interviews. For more information and to schedule visit 
alaska.edu/oit/services/video-conferencing.

Follow OIT, 
Like OIT.  

 On Facebook search for  
 "OIT Support Center" 
 
 On Twitter search for  
 "@oitsupport"

Welcome from Our CITO
 

Welcome everyone, new and returning, to another fantastic Fall semester at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. The staff of the Office of Information Technology has been busily preparing 
technology and tools to make your semester go smoothly.  Chancellor Rogers has made a major 
commitment to upgrading classroom technology across campus. Thus far, we have upgraded five 
smart classrooms and equipped three additional auditoriums with lecture capture capability for 
your professors to enhance their instruction. Your input and that of your professors as to what 

technologies are desired is welcome and appreciated.

 The UAF Mobile App has been enhanced and includes mobile access to your courses within Blackboard. You 
can also synchronize Blackboard with your Facebook account. We have upgraded miles of network cabling and 
rooms of equipment to make the network faster and more reliable. We have installed a new Voice Over IP tele-
phone system and transitioned to new voicemail for everyone.

In partnership with the UAF Office of Sustainability, OIT has installed power monitoring on 1300 computers 
across campus to allow automatic shut down and power up of computers in an effort to save energy. More to 
come on that as the semester progresses.

Speaking of power, if you happen to forget your power adapter, look for cell phone charging stations in Wood 
Center and the 24-hour study area in the library.

Lastly, I would like to hear from you, the students, on what you would like to see from your technology depart-
ment. What technologies, tools, software, etc do you feel would enhance your educational experience here at 
UAF? We want to know.

To find out more please visit us at www.alaska.edu/oit or write helpdesk@alaska.edu
 
Study hard.

Karl Kowalski, Chief Information Technology Officer
University of Alaska, Office of Information Technology

Self-Service Options 
Atomic Learning — atomic.alaska.edu 
contains online software training video  
tutorials that are highly focused in topic 
and range between 1-3 minutes in length.

Lynda.com — library.uaf.edu/ad-lynda 
is a software training and tutorial video  
library presented at the UAF Rasmuson 
 Library website. Online courses that help  
you learn critical skills.

OIT Self Service — service.alaska.edu/selfservice 
here you can submit support requests directly 
to the OIT Support Center and check the status 
of existing requests.

Computing Labs 
Bunnell Lab - Bunnell, room 319
Open weekdays 8 am - 5 pm. 
Closed weekends.

MBS Lab - Moore Bartlett Skarland, room 110
Open 24 hours/day, 365/year.

Rasmuson Library Lab
Open 24 hours/day, 365/year.

Help Desk 

Phone  
Phone:   907-450-8300
Toll-free:  800-478-8226
Fax:   907-450-8312  
 
Weekdays:  
7:30 am -7:30 pm
Weekends:   
10 am - 6 pm
 
In Person
Rasmuson Library Room 401
Weekdays: 7 am - 9:30 pm
Weekends: 10 am - 6:00 pm

Butrovich Building Suite 102
Weekdays: 8 am-5 pm

Email
helpdesk@alaska.edu

Website 
www.alaska.edu/oit  
The OIT website contains 
up-to-the-minute information 
about outages, services, and 
events, along with self-service 
technical support options. 

TechFest
October 10-12, 2011

TechFest 2011 showcases technology 
innovation for both higher education and 
research. UAF students, faculty, and staff are 
invited to attend. Register online beginning 
September 26 at alaska.edu/oit/techfest. 

Save the date!

Karl Kowalski, CITO



10 The Sun StarSeptember 7, 2011 News

 Kelsey Gobroski
Sun Star Reporter

 Freshman Alexander Bergman 

plucked munched-on carrots from the 

earth. Something got into the vegetables 

again. Once, Bergman followed tiny tunnels 

running along the rows to a nest made from 

gardening fabric. Tracking down garden in-

vaders is just part of the job at the Nanook 

Student Farm.

 The garden sits adjacent to the Facili-

ties Services greenhouse, in the shadow of 

the coal-fired power plant. On Thursday 

mornings, Bergman and Zoe Marshall 

pick “Nanook Grown” vegetables from the 

garden and take them to the Wood Center 

to sell from noon to 2 p.m.

 Last year, Facilities Services brought 

campus-grown vegetables to students 

through Dining Services as part of a broader 

effort to make UAF more self-sufficient. The 

Office of Sustainability (OS) took over part 

of that responsibility this year by creating 

the garden known as the Nanook Student 

Farm. After OS provides the Lola Tilly Com-

mons with vegetables, a produce stand out-

side the Wood Center whittles down leftover 

inventory. Whatever is left goes to the food 

bank. The entire operation is student-run.

 “I try to be just the gatekeeper here.” 

OS director Michele Hébert said, “They’re 

just doing all of it.”

 The concept of a student garden has 

floated around since UAF established a sus-

tainability fee. Although Facilities Services 

first manned the operations, OS employees 

became interested in the project.

 “I proposed to [Facilities Services] this 

year that the students take it over, and they 

said that would be fabulous because they 

had enough to do,” Hébert said.

 Bergman has worked at the garden 

since the day he was hired, he said. He was 

jogging when Hébert found him and asked 

if she could interview him — he was down 

in the garden weeding by the end of the day, 

he said.

 Students began harvesting for about 

two hours every Thursday morning in July. 

Bergman would sometimes bike to the 

Wood Center with the day’s vegetables, he 

said.

 Trees were beginning to change 

color the first day of classes, Sept. 1, when 

Bergman and Marshall quickly sold out 

of the mint and sage they’d just picked. 

Although first frost is on the horizon, they 

will try to extend the season by covering the 

rows, according to Hébert. They might be 

able to harvest into November, she said.

 The office and facilities services dis-

cussed continuing the program next year. 

They might extend the potato patch to keep 

up with demand, Hébert said.

 Facilities Services owns the garden 

and provides soil. The students plant, care 

for, and harvest the vegetables. Through 

the Nanook Student Farm, student workers 

learn how to raise food, build a business 

model, weigh the organic fertilizer options, 

network with others in the community – 

and work around rodent problems.

 “I think this is a unique program that 

trains [students] – gives them confidence 

and interaction with something ‘real life,’” 

Hébert said.

Veggie sales: Student-run garden provides “Nanook Grown” harvest

Zoe Marshall sells cabbage and squash to Tulasi Jinka, a postdoctoral research fellow at the Institute of Arctic 
Biology. Marshall is involved with the gardening project with the Office of Sustainability. Through the program, 
students cultivate a garden and sell the produce and herbs. “It’s been doing pretty good,” Marshall said. “We’ve sold 
out of mint and sage.” Sept. 1, 2011. Heather Bryant/Sun Star

Alexander Bergman collects vegetables at the Nanook Student Farm outside the Facilities Services greenhouse Sept. 
1, 2011. Kelsey Gobroski/Sun StarZoe Marshall collects vegetables for the Nanook Student Farm Sept 1, 2011. Kelsey Gobroski/Sun Star
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 Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

If shows like Law & Order or Boston 

Legal are for you, then get ready for the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) an-

nual law school fair. Representatives from 

20 law schools will discuss their programs 

with students from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, Sept. 14 in the Wood Center. 

The law fair also includes an information 

session with Alaska Superior Court Judge 

Michael McConahy.

Although the UAF Community and 

Technical College (CTC) offers an associ-

ate’s in paralegal studies, UAF does not have 

a law school of its own. Alaska is currently 

the only state without a law school. While 

state representative Scott Kawasaki (D-Fair-

banks) wrote a bill to establish an Alaska law 

school, the bill has been stuck in committee 

since January.

Justice student Jordan Culver, a senior, 

looks forward to the fair. Culver’s excited to 

speak with representatives from different 

schools, she said, but added she hadn’t de-

cided whom to talk to first.

Culver decided on law school out of 

a desire to make a difference in the world, 

she said. “I want to be a voice for those who 

can’t find their own,” she said.

Alice Palen, the employer relations 

coordinator at Career Services, works with 

students interested in law school. She helps 

students brainstorm career choices and re-

search potential graduate schools.

 Palen has one tip for students inter-

ested in the law fair: ask questions.

The bar exam is a test to determine if 

someone is knowledgeable enough to prac-

tice law.

Kendall Bethune is another justice 

student planning on going to law school. 

Bethune prepared a list of questions for law 

school representatives, including asking 

about a school’s GPA and LSAT require-

ments and the annual percentage of stu-

dents who pass the bar exam. Bethune also 

works with Dani Wilson, a communications 

student, to organize a pre-law club.

 Few UAF justice graduates go on to law 

school, according to Mike Daku, a justice 

professor. “It’s not a huge number,” he said. 

“Somewhere between maybe five and 10 

percent.”

There are several career alternatives for 

potential Alaska law school graduates out-

side of practicing law, according to Daku. 

These alternative jobs include probation 

and parole officers, court system admin-

istrators, law enforcement, and special in-

vestigators for federal organizations like the 

FBI and DEA. “They’re looking for folks who 

have really strong analytical skills,” Daku 

said.

There are also few law school-seeking 

graduates from the CTC paralegal studies 

program. “What they’ll do is finish with 

us and then go on and get a justice or po-

litical science degree and then go on to law 

school,” said Ed Husted, the program’s coor-

dinator. The paralegal program at CTC is a 

two-year program while law schools require 

a degree from a four-year college.

The paralegal program graduates be-

tween 12 and 15 students a year, Husted 

said. Out of that number, half enter the job 

market and a quarter seek advanced de-

grees.

Law schools are having a difficult time 

luring new students because there are fewer 

post-graduate jobs, Alan Zagier wrote in an 

Associated Press article. Post-graduate em-

ployment rates are at their lowest levels in 

15 years, according to the article.

Culver and Bethune know that finding 

a post-graduate job is tough. “Who knows, 

maybe in about five years when I’m gradu-

ated [there] will be another need for attor-

neys, after [other attorneys] starts retiring,” 

Bethune said.

Culver hopes that by the time she 

graduates from law school job numbers will 

be on the rise again. “If not I might have to 

come back [to UAF] and get a master’s de-

gree,” Culver said.

Nanooks seek jobs, education at law school fair

According to Palen, there are four 
questions students should ask a school’s 
representatives:

•	 What’s	the	school’s	job	placement	rate?

•	 	What	practical	legal	experience	will	I	have	

after	graduating	(e.g.	internships)?

•	 What	is	the	percentage	of	students	in	your	

school	who	pass	the	bar	exam	the	first	

time?

•	 What	 nonloan-based	 financial	 aid	 does	

your	 school	 have	 (e.g.	 scholarships,	

grants)?
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Sun Star Reporter
 

 On the first Friday of every month, the 

Fairbanks art scene opens up its doors to 

the public and celebrates First Friday. The 

Annex Gallery at 2922 Parks Highway wel-

comed its guests Sept. 2 with little cakes 

along with the enchanting resin sculptures 

of University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) pro-

fessor Wendy Croskrey and the explosive art 

of steel artist Isaac Aden.

 “My greatest source of inspiration is 

the nature of Alaska and my experiences,” 

Croskrey said. Croskrey has taught sculp-

ture at the UAF Art Department since 1990. 

She used heat and several layers of resin to 

make her shiny, colorful pieces, which bore 

names like “River Movement,” “Gastropod 

Exhale and Inhale” and “Up a River.” Her 

sculptures contrast side by side, negative 

and positive.

 One exhibit, “Bells,” is an iridescent 

ocean blue piece with funnel-shaped ends 

on both sides.

 “This is my idea of a bell. It has so much 

movement in them and some way of sound.” 

Croskrey said.

 Croskrey shares The Annex showroom 

with Isaac Aden. After growing up in Alaska, 

Alden now lives in New York where he cre-

ates art in his own studio. Nevertheless, 

when you look at his art made from steel 

plates customized by Anchorage-based 

Alaska Steel, you know where his roots are.

 “Nearly every piece in the Annex Gal-

lery depicts the amazing glaciers in Alaska,” 

Aden said.

 “Matanuska,” “Worthington” and the 

largest display item, “The Firm and the 

Yielding,” are treated with acid and other 

chemicals. He used plastic bags, different 

papers and fabrics to create the tips and 

edges of the artificial rust.

 “The Romantic era and minimalistic 

structures made a huge impression on me,” 

Aden said. “I also love the idea of color not 

being applied to something, but the painting 

evolved from the structure of the material.”

 Like Croskrey, Aden has already had 

exhibitions all over the world. Such success 

comes from focusing on bettering yourself, 

he said.

 “You need to do something with your 

art that, when its done, you impress your-

self,” Aden said. “And once you figured that 

out you need to push yourself hard, don’t 

think about what other people may think of 

it and never give up.”

 The Annex plans to support young 

talent and unknown artists at next month’s 

First Friday. Therefore, art students, media 

students, performance artists or those who 

have works hidden in the basement can 

bring two pieces of any type of artwork to 

The Annex on Oct. 4 from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The gallery will present the pieces to the 

public for one month starting Oct. 7.

You can find more information at
www.theannexgallery.com

Steel and resin creations
resonate with gallery-goers

Isaac Aden stands next to his largest exhibit, “The Firm and the Yiedling,” on Sept. 3, 2011. Aden opened a show for 
the Sept. 1 First Friday at the Annex Gallery in Ester. Lilly Necker/Sun Star
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The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. 
UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

www.uaf.edu

Webcast at www.uaf.edu/chancellor/

Join Chancellor Brian Rogers
for Fall Convocation 2011

Ice cream social in the Great Hall 
immediately after Convocation.

Check in to Fall Convocation 2011 
on Facebook to be entered for a prize 

drawing.

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 1 – 2 p.m.
Charles Davis Concert Hall

 Ephy Wheeler
 General Manager
 KSUA 91.5 FM

 Greetings from KSUA 91.5FM Radio  TV, 

your student-operated college radio station! 

The staff at KSUA are busy formatting the 

fall 2011 programming schedule, training 

our new volunteer DJs, editing countless 

audio files from the last year, and doing 

whatever 1,001 other projects we’ve taken 

upon ourselves. This summer we teamed 

up with the UAF Concert Board and the Pub 

to host Murder By Death on June 24th. This 

semester we are hosting exciting new events 

and concerts, like this Saturday’s KSUA 

party at the pub, editing and publishing our 

recent recordings with performers who pass 

through Fairbanks in our Take Out Sessions, 

and working to provide a plethora of new 

audio content from our friends at the Sun 

Star.

 KSUA’s mission is to provide program-

ming otherwise unavailable to the com-

munity and provide an outlet for students 

interested in the broadcast industry. In 1993 

the UAF student community voted to make 

KSUA the ‘alternative’ station in Fairbanks. 

The term alternative has become much 

more broad in the last twenty years, but the 

idea remains the same. We want to be cool, 

and we want to be different. This may mean 

playing the new Insane Clown Posse single 

originally written by Mozart and produced 

by Jack White, or it may simply take the 

form of a radio drama about zombies. We’re 

pretty much open to anything new, original, 

funny, or really obscure.

 If you’ve ever had 

an interest in radio, 

broadcast journalism, 

music, live entertain-

ment, science, medic-

inal Chinese history, 

pole vaulting, post-

progressive folk rock, 

teacup piglets, belly 

button lint, or anything else, KSUA might be 

the place for you. In general each program 

lasts one to three hours long once a week. 

Every semester we host around 50-75 vol-

unteers on the FM schedule, and this year 

we’re hoping to become much more active 

in television. Don’t be discouraged if you’re 

not involved in the Journalism department 

or don’t have high hopes of becoming the 

next John Peel. When I applied for my first 

radio show I was a Freshman in the Physics 

department. Now I’m working towards my 

B.S. in Geology and manage the place…it’s 

awesome!

 One of the most unique things at KSUA 

is its laboratory nature. Everybody involved 

has the chance to learn something new, 

whether it be in audio production, film 

editing, music reviewing, or more recently 

PR and design. Want 

to learn web design? 

Well, I can’t tell you 

how to do it, but you 

can come up and 

learn with the rest of 

us!

 As for the KSUA 

family, our DJs are 

made up of a wide array of student volun-

teers. Our programming this semester in-

cludes the likes of video game/movie/comic 

reviews with Spoiler Alert! Tuesday 8-10 

PM, tech talk with Ground Protection Fault 

Wednesday 6-8 PM, hip hop Mondays and 

Wednesdays with Ground Zero Hip Hop 

with DJ 50/50 midnight-2AM, news and 

sports with The Morning Blend 8-9AM, Sat-

urday Morning Jazz 10-noon, story-themed 

metal 11-1PM Sundays with The Heavy 

Hymnal. All this, and just about anything 

else you could imagine.

 New DJs must host a daytime pro-

gramming (8am-5PM) show for their first 

semester, but once a show has completed a 

semester on-air, the DJs can request times 

within the ‘specialty’ schedule. Specialty 

programs air during evenings and week-

ends. The idea is that listenership increases 

during these times. Otherwise, daytime 

shifts are required to play music from our 

Playlist. Playlist material is sent to us from 

record labels and promoters throughout the 

world. From this music we report our college 

radio charts to a publication titled CMJ, or 

College Music Journal. The emphasis is on 

‘indie’ music, though we get genres ranging 

from new age to goth. Come check out our 

CD library, which houses over 50,000 discs 

from a broad swath of genres.

 Come say ‘hi’ and stop by the studio on 

3rd floor Constitution Hall (right above the 

bookstore) or email manager@ksuaradio.

com. We look forward to another awesome 

year!

Greetings from KSUA
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Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? Say it here. 
The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail 
your letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to 
to PO Box 756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in 
order to run in the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Just read the 

August 30, 2011 

issue of The Sun Star and I am amazed 

that the ASUAF summer session received 

a “B” rating for their services during the 

summer. 

 During the months of June-August 

summer session only met up on three 

occasions? That’s absolutely pitiful and 

speaks to prioritys of the summer senate 

members. It was voluntary to be a part of 

the summer senate and the people who 

got the spots said they would be able to fill 

the duties that was needed of them. I tried 

to show up to the meetings to see what ac-

tivies they were planning and most weeks, 

nobody showed. I, a student not affiliated 

with the senate, showed up to more meet-

ings then the actual senators. Sure, they got 

some stuff done (The training video in my 

opinion they overpaid for) but these are 

things they could have done in a couple 

weeks and not a couple months.                 

 Then to top it off they get a “B” because 

they were better then the 2010 session, 

which was “a joke.” OK, lets say the 2010 

session got a “F”, if they slightly improved, 

that’s a “D”. That’s barely an improvement! 

We should be asking more from senators 

then this. I hope that you new upcoming 

senators have more respect for the system 

and for the students then these “senators.” 

John Seiler

Sponsored by UAF Center for Health and Counseling 
For additional information, contact the 

Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 
or visit our Web site at 

www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Q:  What is meningitis?
A: The disease causes inflammation of the tissues cov-

ering the brain and spinal cord. Viruses, fungi or bacteria 
cause it. Viral meningitis is the most common and has no 
specific treatment. Bacteria causing meningococcal disease is 
much more serious.

Q:  How does meningococcal disease spread?
A:  Via person-to-person through respiratory and throat secretions.  Coughing, 

kissing and sharing eating utensils can spread the disease. Meningococcal bacteria can’t 
live for more than a few minutes outside of the body, so it isn’t spread as easily as a cold 
or the flu.

Q:  How long does it take it to show up in a person if they have been exposed?
A:  The incubation period for meningitis is 2-10 days but most often is 3-4 days. A 

person can become extremely ill very quickly.
Q:  What are the symptoms?
A: The most common symptoms are high fever, chills, lethargy and rash. Symptoms 

also include headache and neck stiffness.  Seizures may also occur. Very severe infections 
can cause shock, coma and death within several hours. About 9-12 percent of people 
with it die even with appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

Q: I am 18 years old and living in MBS. What can I do to prevent getting this?
A: Get immunized, especially because you fall into a very high-risk category for 

contracting the disease. It is highly recommended that college students, particularly 
freshman living in dorms, be vaccinated against meningitis.

Q:  Where can I get the vaccine and how much does it cost?
A:  At the Student Health and Counseling Center on campus. It costs $115.00. You 

can walk in without an appointment during immunization hours: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 9am to noon
Tuesday and Thursday: 1:30 PM to 3:30pm

Don’t grade with a curve
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