
The Sun Star, vol. 31 no. 03 (September 20, 2011)

Publisher The Sun Star

Download date 23/05/2023 21:45:10

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/6500

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/6500




The Sun Star2 September 20, 2011

This report is based on the information 

published by the University Police Depart-

ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 

with crimes in this report are presumed in-

nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

A bad throw
A resident was caught throwing things 

in Hess Village at 3 a.m. on Sept. 9.  Officers 

gave out two disorderly conduct warnings 

after a complaint about noise disturbance.

Wait your turn
Around midday Sept. 9, a vehicle was 

turning left onto Geist Road from Loftus 

Road when it collided with another vehicle 

going straight.  There were minor injuries.

In need of yoga rather than toga
Two men in their early 20s were ag-

gressive at the toga dance at the Hess Rec 

Center on Sept. 10.  One was not affiliated 

with UAF and he was trespassed from the 

campus for six months.  Community service 

officers reported them, but no legal action 

was needed.

Saw nothing
Officers responded to a report of pos-

sible forced entry sounds on Army Road 

in the early morning of Sept. 10.  They are 

not sure what caused the report of someone 

“sawing off the locks,” but there was no indi-

cation of attempted forced entry.

Smoke signals
A 19-year-old male from Fairbanks was 

stopped for a driving violation on Sept. 10 

and was found to have a marijuana pipe.  

An officer pulled him over on Tanana Loop 

for making an improper and wide turn and 

failing to yield half of the roadway to on-

coming traffic.  He was arrested, transport-

ed to the Fairbanks Correctional Center, 

and charged with possessing controlled 

substances.

Autocorrect fail?
A Bartlett Hall resident reported re-

ceiving threatening text messages on Sept. 

11.  An officer responded and the resident 

assistant on duty was contacted.  There is an 

ongoing investigation.

See ID
Police pulled over a 41-year-old man 

from Big Lake for having an inoperable 

brake light and found he was driving with 

a revoked license and the wrong regis-

tration tab on his vehicle.  He refused to 

identify himself and present registration to 

the officer.  Officers transported him to the 

Fairbanks Correctional Center and he was 

charged with improper use of registration, 

driving with a revoked license, and cited 

for his brake light violation and failure to 

present registration.

Student Assistance
A suicidal 18-year-old woman was re-

ported in Moore Hall in the early hours of 

Sept. 12.  UAF Police and Fire Departments 

responded and she was transported to the 

Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.  There were 

no injuries.

Welfare check
On Sept. 12, a resident assistant was 

concerned for the welfare of an individual 

in Stevens Hall.  The person was transported 

to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital for involun-

tary protective custody.

Drinking and not driving
A 26-year-old man from Fairbanks, 

who had been drinking and driving, caught 

officers’ attention because his vehicle was 

stopped on Alumni Drive, blocking traffic.  

He was arrested, taken to the Fairbanks Cor-

rectional Center, and charged with a DUI.
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Corrections:
In last week’s paper, the article “Students enroll to run with the devil,” it was reported that 

students could take the class free. However, students do actually have to pay for the class. 

However, successful completion of the class will earn the students a $100 tuition credit for 

the spring semester. 

A spraypainted narwhal on the free speech wall outside 
of the Wood Center on Sept. 15. The wall is erected every 
fall by the Student Activities Office. Lilly Necker/Sun Star
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When I went 

to a Staff Council 

meeting a few weeks 

ago, a person from 

Facility Services 

spoke about con-

struction projects 

and parking. One 

thing he said stuck 

out to me.

Staff and faculty could renew their de-

cals online and print out a temporary slip 

that was good for 10 days, the man said so 

they “wouldn’t have to stand in line with 

students.” It struck me as off at the time, but 

only later did I realize why.

He didn’t have to say it that way. He 

could have said staff and faculty could avoid 

the long lines that happen during the first 

week of school. He could have said the tem-

porary slips provided faculty and staff with 

more flexibility in getting their new decals. 

Instead, he chose to say it was so staff and 

faculty wouldn’t have to stand with stu-

dents.

This week an-

other instance made 

me react in a similar 

fashion. The UAF ath-

letics department de-

cided to move their 

hockey coverage from 

KSUA to a local com-

mercial station. But the 

department didn’t tell 

the students who run 

KSUA about the change 

until days before they 

signed a new contract.

It’s important to 

choose your words 

carefully. What we say — and when and how 

we say it —matters.

At convocation this past week, Chan-

cellor Rogers emphasized that the future 

of UAF needed to be determined by a con-

versation not convoca-

tion. I agree.

That conversation 

will never happen if 

students don’t take 

ownership of their ed-

ucation and their UAF 

experience. Going to 

class and going home 

is fine, but if that is the 

extent of your involve-

ment, you don’t really 

have room to com-

plain. There are many 

opportunities for stu-

dents to be a part of 

the decision-making at 

UAF or at minimum add their opinion to the 

discussion.

It also won’t work when staff and fac-

ulty don’t even want to stand in line with 

students, let alone talk to them about things 

that directly involve them. Students are why 

you are here. Perhaps if you stood in line 

with us more often you might understand 

our concerns a little better. If you talked to 

us, you would find that we have ideas too. 

Instead of making decisions for us, we could 

work together and have results that suit the 

needs of both groups.

Students versus the administration and 

vice versa are cliché for a reason. However, 

clichés are often born of an unwillingness to 

change the status quo. What changes at UAF 

would we see by 2017 if that conversation 

Rogers spoke of actually happened?

Politics

Editorial

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
UAF Sun Star

A little respect goes a long way

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

The following notes were compiled during 

the Sept. 18, 2011 Associated Students of the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks (ASUAF)  senate 

meeting. All senate meetings, unless otherwise 

noted, are held at 4p.m. on Sunday in the Alumni 

Lounge.

Senators in attendance
Robert Kinnard III

Jennifer Chambers

Chelsea Holt

Will Collingwood

John Netardus

Jesse Cervin

Arthur Martin

Michael Golub (via telephone)

Timothy Grediagin

Andy Chamberlain

Senators absent
Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita

Hollie Seiler

Aaron Acevedo

Josh Cooper

Officers present
Mari Freitag (president)

Dillon Ball (vice president)

Josh Banks (government relations         

 director

Rosemary Paz (public relations                    

 director)

Cahill remarks
Cathy Cahill, president of the faculty 

senate, attended the senate meeting. She 

wants the faculty senate to have a good 

relationship with ASUAF, she said. Cahill 

added that the faculty senate will be revising 

the core curriculum this year. The core cur-

riculum has not be revised since 1991.

Chamberlain and Berg confirmed
Andy Chamberlain was confirmed to 

the ASUAF senate by a vote of 8-0-0. Mu-

rial Berg was appointed to the Chancellor’s 

Diversity Action Committee by a motion to 

consent. A motion to consent is not a vote, 

but confirmation by lack of objection.

Budgetary extra
Senate Chair Jennifer Chambers said 

that the senate has extra money in their 

budget after hiring an office manager, Anne 

Williamson. Since Williamson’s salary is 

lower than that of former executive officer 

Sabra Phillips (whom Williamson replaced) 

the difference in pay will be moved to senate 

projects. The total amount that will be 

moved to senate projects is not yet available.

Club council concerns
Vice President Dillon Ball’s copy of 

the club council manual didn’t reflect the 

spring 2011 changes, he said. The first club 

council meeting had to be held within the 

first two full weeks of class, according to the 

new manual. By the time Ball scheduled a 

meeting, the deadline passed. “It was an 

honest mistake that we missed this dead-

line,” Chambers said. As vice president, Ball 

chairs the club council.

Club council meeting
The first meeting of club council will be 

held on Oct. 6 at 7:30 p.m. in Gruening 208. 

The council’s duty is to allot money to UAF 

clubs.

Blood drive successful
The blood drive was a success, ac-

cording to public relations director Rose-

mary Paz. There were so many volunteers 

that the blood bank had to turn people away.

Assembly debate
Government relations director Josh 

Banks is working the with public relations 

committee to host a debate between bor-

ough assembly candidates at the Wood 

Center. Banks intends to speak to assembly 

candidates this week.

Leadership conference bill
SB 177-005 would sponsor 10 students 

to attend the UAF Student Leadership Con-

ference in the Wood Center Ballroom on 

Oct. 8. The application fee is $15. The fiscal 

impact of the bill would be $150. It was sent 

to the executive committee for discussion.

ASUAF needs stickers bill
SB 177-006 would allot $500 for the 

purchase of stickers with the words “ASUAF” 

on them. It was sent to the public relations 

committee.

Conflict of interest bill
SB 177-007 would change the ASUAF 

bylaws so that no senator may vote on a 

motion that would financially benefit them 

directly. Senators would still be allowed to 

vote on motions that allocate money to or-

ganizations they are a part of, because they 

would not “directly” benefit. It was sent to 

the internal affairs committee.

Tote bags need purchasing
SB 177-008 would allocate $1,500 to 

allow the senate to buy 250 ASUAF-themed 

tote bags to give out at events. The money 

had originally been appropriated during the 

summer but the totes were not purchased. 

The bill was sent to the public relations 

committee.

Club council meetings bill
SB 177-009 would change the wording 

in the club council bylaws about when 

council meetings would be held. After dis-

cussion between the executive and senato-

rial branches of ASUAF, the senate decided 

to move the bill to the executive committee.

ASUAF Minutes



The Sun Star4 September 20, 2011

Nikki Withington
Sun Star Reporter
A hard-fought battle met its end when 

the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA) 

Seawolves overtook the UAF Nanooks wom-

en’s volleyball team Saturday, Sept. 17 at the 

Patty Center.

The Nanooks came out swinging with 

an early lead in the first set of the game. As 

the set progressed, they lost some footing 

and reached the end neck-and-neck. The 

Nanooks ultimately fell short, 25-27, and set 

the tone for the game.

UAA challenged UAF again in the 

second set, ending with a 25-21 defeat. The 

third set fell short, finishing out at 25-13.

Throughout the game the Nanooks 

scored a strong 32 kills, led by senior Simone 

Chavous and sophomore Keri Knight, both 

with seven kills, and followed closely by ju-

nior Casey Tidwell with six kills.

Despite the loss, the atmosphere in the 

Patty Center was energetic and positive. The 

stands rattled with cheers throughout the 

game, even when not spurred on by a “Point 

Nooks!”

Veteran student fans gathered in the 

far left corner of the Patty. T-shirts read 

“Beat UAA” while others sported body paint 

spelling out U-A-F. Painted fan Suzie Avant, 

a business administration junior, attends 

the games regularly out of love for the sport 

with no favorite player in mind, she said.

“I thought the crowd was great on Sat-

urday,” Avant said.

One fan spent the duration of the game 

on the floor, helping lead the other fans in 

cheers of “U-A-F” simultaneously with each 

bump, set and spike.

Marena Gilbert, a geology sophomore, 

is one of the newest fans of the athletics pro-

gram. She has been in the Patty many times 

for yoga classes, but never for an athletic 

event.

“This was my first time going to any 

Nanook game. I was surprised at how big 

the crowd was,” Gilbert said. “The game was 

great to watch. I will definitely come to an-

other.”

This loss shifts the Nanooks to a 0-11 

record for the team and 0-3 in the Great 

Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC). 

UAA skimmed by with a 6-5 and 2-1 in con-

ference. The winner of the game was deter-

mined by the best 3 out of 5 sets. The game 

was rally scored, so a team didn’t have to be 

serving to receive a point.

The next Nanooks volleyball home 

game will be against the Montana State Uni-

versity Billings Yellowjackets on Sept. 29 at 7 

p.m. in the Patty Center.

Sports

Rebecca Coleman
Special to the Sun Star

The Nanooks will soon say goodbye to 

the Central Collegiate Hockey Association 

(CCHA), the league that first invited the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) to 

play in a Division I hockey conference in 

1993. Starting in 2013, UAF will team up 

with its intrastate rival, University of Alaska 

Anchorage (UAA), in the Western Collegiate 

Hockey Association (WCHA).

In sports, universities are part of confer-

ences — schools in a particular region that 

compete against each other throughout the 

season, with the exception of out-of-confer-

ence tournaments. However, not all schools 

within a conference offer the same sports. 

Hockey is one such sport. Due to the limited 

amount of schools that offer hockey, there 

are hockey-only conferences. Each con-

ference must have at least six schools, as 

dictated by the National Collegiate Athletic 

Association (NCAA).

When Penn State announced last 

season that they would add hockey to their 

athletic program for the 2013-2014 season, 

the Big Ten got the sixth team they needed 

to form their own collegiate hockey confer-

ence. After that announcement, schools 

have been changing conferences and 

leagues have been reshuffling throughout 

the nation.

Not many schools are left in the CCHA 

and WCHA. Three teams from the CCHA 

(Michigan, Michigan State, and Ohio State) 

and two teams from the WCHA (Wisconsin 

and Minnesota) will leave their conferences 

to join the Big Ten. This caused uncertainty 

about the future of both conferences, espe-

cially since schools from the WCHA, along 

with Miami from the CCHA, decided to 

form a new “super conference,” the National 

Collegiate Hockey Conference (NCHC).

Notre Dame decided not to be part of 

the CCHA and is looking to join Hockey East 

or the NCHC. Western Michigan is consid-

ering joining the NCHC as well. Northern 

Michigan quickly joined the WCHA, leaving 

few schools behind in the CCHA.

“I think it has everything to do with 

money,” said Dave Shyiak, head hockey 

coach for UAA.

“The glamour schools want to be 

aligned with [other] schools that have fi-

nances and resources,” he said.

Even if the “glamour schools” will no 

longer be affiliated with the WCHA, Shyiak 

said it will remain a strong conference.  

“You look at [the schools being added] and 

you see their history and tradition with the 

national championships; you’re adding 

teams that have been to the NCAAs before,” 

he said.

The Nanooks went to the NCAAs in 

2010. UAF’s strength and commitment to 

their program was one of the reasons the 

Nanooks were invited to the WCHA, Shyiak 

said.

When the 2013-2014 season rolls 

around, UAF fans won’t host the big schools 

from Ohio and Michigan – or Indiana’s 

Notre Dame – but instead, a mix of schools 

from the Midwest. These WCHA schools 

include UAA, Bemidji State, Minnesota 

State Mankato, St. Cloud State, Michigan 

Tech, and fellow former-CCHAers Northern 

Michigan, Ferris State and Lake Superior 

State. Bowling Green and Western Michigan 

also received invites to the WCHA but are 

weighing their options. Western Michigan 

said they want to go wherever Notre Dame 

goes, but the Fighting Irish aren’t sure 

where they want to be. These three schools 

are expected to decide soon.

UAF sophomore defenseman Michael 

Quinn, who will be a senior for the 2013-

2014 season, said he’s looking forward to 

some new competition. “It is nice to play 

other teams outside the CCHA because we 

only get to play out-of-conference games in 

tournaments at the start of the year.”

Many more changes are expected to 

be made within the next few weeks and 

months, UAF athletics director said.

Joining the WCHA will be beneficial 

for several reasons, Karr said. Student ath-

letes won’t miss as much class time. The 

Brice Alaska Goal Rush and Kendall Hockey 

Classic tournaments will be preserved. The 

school will benefit from reduced costs for 

outgoing and incoming team travel. UAF 

will remain competitive because we will 

be “competing against schools with strong 

hockey traditions, similar resources and 

similar academic profiles,” he said.

Since UAF will be joining UAA’s confer-

ence, the Nanooks will play the Seawolves 

four times in a season, as opposed to the 

mere two games for the Governor’s Cup 

that are on the current schedule.  UAF and 

UAA affiliates alike look forward to the two 

schools being in the same league for the 

first time.

“Because Anchorage will be in the 

same division as us, I think the rivalry will 

become more heated than it already is,” 

Quinn said.

“The UAA vs. UAF games draw the big-

gest crowds, and the games themselves are 

the most intense because of the rivalry, so 

I think everybody benefits from that stand-

point,” Shyiak said.

The strengthened UAF-UAA rivalry is 

just one certainty that the future holds for 

the Nanooks. After what will have been 20 

years with the CCHA, UAF can look forward 

to a new beginning, new opponents, and 

new challenges with the WCHA come 2013. 

But in the end, “all teams end up competing 

for the same goal,” Quinn said: “a national 

championship.”

Big changes in store for UAF hockey

Nanooks fall to Seawolves, crowd stays positive

#4 Becky Martin of the UAF Nanooks serves as the Na-
nook mascot looks on during the 3rd Great Northwest 
Athletic Conference game of the season.
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Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

For the first time in 10 years, 

KSUA, the student-run radio sta-

tion at the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks (UAF), will no longer 

provide coverage of campus 

sporting events. On Sept. 9, radio 

station KCBF signed a one-year 

contract with the UAF athletics de-

partment for the right to broadcast 

hockey games.

“KSUA did a great job broad-

casting Nanook hockey for the 

last ten years,” Athletics Director 

Forrest Karr said. “Everyone in-

volved with the program is very 

appreciative that KSUA was willing 

to broadcast games when nobody 

else was interested.”

There are several reasons for 

moving hockey coverage to KCBF,  

Karr said — better advertising for 

Nanook games, a wider audience 

of listeners and a central location 

for all radio coverage of Nanook 

sports.

KCBF management approached Karr 

during the summer, saying they could no 

longer broadcast basketball without addi-

tional advertising income. The best way to 

generate revenue, they said, was to broad-

cast hockey. The athletics department 

agreed.

KCBF is a commercial radio station 

while KSUA is non-commercial, meaning 

the campus station is not-for-profit and 

cannot earn income from advertising. 

KCBF’s head of programming is Glen 

“Glenner” Anderson, a well-known radio 

DJ who worked for KSUA in the 1980s. It was 

Anderson who, along with KCBF general 

manager Perry Walley, first approached the 

athletics department.

Karr and the KCBF management 

prioritized keeping Bruce Cech as an-

nouncer, Karr said. The department hired 

Cech as an independent contractor to an-

nounce hockey games. “He’s the voice of 

UAF hockey,” KSUA station manager Ephy 

Wheeler said.

Cech’s voice is familiar to fans, so it 

was important to keep him hosting hockey 

games, Karr said.

In the last fiscal year, the athletics de-

partment paid Cech more than $9,500. That 

figure includes $8,000 for hosting games 

and an additional $1,500 total per diem. 

The department also covered Cech’s airfare, 

which came to almost $11,000.

During Wheeler’s first year as KSUA 

station manager, she said she believed 

they had paid an estimated $5,000 toward 

covering Cech’s salary and travel expenses. 

However, the athletics department never re-

ceived payment from KSUA, Karr said.

The Face-Off Club – a local fundraising 

organization for UAF hockey – helped offset 

part of Cech’s salary, Karr said. The Face-Off 

Club paid Cech $6,800, according to a ad-

vertising revenue sheet emailed by Karr to 

both KSUA and The Sun Star.

Cech believes having all Nanook sports 

coverage on one station will be “great,” but 

added he will miss working with KSUA. 

“Channon Price and his crew at the all vol-

unteer station have been great,” he said. 

Price has been involved with KSUA for 18 

years and advises the station.

While the athletics department believes 

the deal is good for both the university and 

its listeners, the staff at KSUA is unhappy 

with the move for two reasons. They now 

need to fill eight hours of broadcast time 

each week during hockey season, and this 

situation shows how little respect university 

entities give the station, according to KSUA 

staff.

“We get overlooked,” said Rebecca File, 

program director at KSUA. UAF doesn’t 

respect KSUA because students run it, File 

said. “I mean, what if this had happened to 

KUAC? They would sit down with them and 

talk about it.”

“They don’t do that for us,” File said. 

“They just take it, and then we don’t have 

much of an explanation. We don’t get a 

chance to fix what was maybe wrong or 

what they didn’t like.” The staff at KSUA was 

unaware of the departments plan to move 

hockey coverage until they received an 

email from Karr on Sept. 6.

“It was like a slap in the face,” Wheeler 

said.

If Wheeler had known the athletics 

department was interested in moving else-

where, she would have put in a bid to keep 

hockey on the campus radio station, she 

said.

Moving hockey coverage to KCBF will 

allow more people greater access to the 

games. KCBF operates a 10,000-watt tower, 

while KSUA only has 3,000-watt tower. That 

means KCBF can reach listeners as far south 

as Healy, while KSUA cannot breach the 

hills that surround Fairbanks. KCBF will also 

stream hockey games on the web.

KSUA has several sport talk shows, but 

has no plans to live broadcast any other UAF 

sports.

“We truly appreciate the enormous ef-

fort that Channon Price and multiple stu-

dents put into making sure the broadcasts 

were high quality and always done in a very 

professional manner,” Karr said.

Radio silence
After 10 years Nanook hockey coverage moves off campus
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“Ultimate hiker” gives ultimate tips

Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter

Andrew Skurka, recognized as an 

“Adventurer of the Year” by National Geo-

graphic, traveled 4,680 miles in 176 days in 

2010 – 1,315 miles skiing, 2,100 miles hiking, 

and 1,270 miles pack-rafting – for his Alaska-

Yukon Expedition. Skurka talked about his 

most recent trip in the Wood Center Ball-

room Sept. 12.  He did a workshop on what 

camping and hiking equipment to use and 

revealed why his backpack never weighs 

more than 10 pounds.

University director of athletics Forrest 

Karr asked Skurka, 31, and originally from 

Seekonk, Mass., to speak on campus after 

he heard about Skurka’s Alaska-Yukon Ex-

pedition. The two met in 2009 when both 

of them competed in the Alaska Mountain 

Wilderness Classic, an adventure race ex-

tending more than 250 miles. Skurka “has 

backpacked, skied, and packrafted 30,000+ 

miles through many of the world’s most 

prized backcountry and wilderness areas -- 

the equivalent of traveling 1.2 times around 

Earth’s equator,” according to his website. 

Skurka divided hikers into three groups: 

the Ultimate Hiker, who has a very high skill 

level and the determination to hike; the Ulti-

mate Camper, who carries a lot of foolproof 

gear around; and finally the Campers-by-

Default, who don’t know their goals and 

don’t have any skills.

“My presentation today is for every-

body who wants to be more like an Ultimate 

Hiker,” Skurka said. After asking audience 

members to talk about their hiking experi-

ences, Skurka was surprised to hear how 

many people sought week-long adventures. 

“Now I know I’m in Alaska,” Skurka said.

“You need to know exactly your objec-

tives,” Skurka said. He suggested answering 

a few key questions – where, when, how 

long, and what to expect – before heading 

out. The most important thing is to make 

good decisions and not get hurt.”

From his experiences during his Alaska-

Yukon Expedition, Skurka recommended 

carrying around enough food and water – in 

Alaska, basically no water at all. Water puri-

fication systems, like chlorine drops, make 

any of the countless springs and lakes found 

in Alaska’s wilderness a usable source of 

drinking water.

Skurka suggested consuming about 

3,000 calories a day, meaning about 1.5 

pounds or 24 ounces of food per person per 

day. For clothing he recommends comfort, 

versatility and weight. Polyester, merino 

wool and nylon are good traveling fab-

rics. Skurka would never bring two pairs of 

shoes to go hiking “’cause both will get wet” 

anyway, he said.

No one should go light on important 

items – for example, “don’t get stupid light 

with stakes, get a bunch of real good ones,” 

he said. Luekotape, Krazy Glue and duct 

tape work well for medical care.

By reducing his total amount of gear to 

three layers of clothes and the minimum of 

what he needs to survive in the wilderness 

considering the conditions of his trip, Skur-

ka’s backpack never weighs more than eight 

to 10 pounds.

All things considered, the most impor-

tant tool is the brain. “You got to be smart 

out there,” he said.

A diverse crowd attended the event -- 

from Boy Scouts to a woman who said, “I’m 

getting older, so I want to go lighter.”

Patricia Strait, a 19-year-old journalism 

freshman, has no experience hiking but has 

big plans. “After my friend graduates from 

high school we want to go hiking in Mexico 

for six months,” Strait said. “We came to An-

drew Skurka’s presentation particularly to 

find out what else we need to look for.”

Mark Oldmixon, UAF’s Outdoor Ad-

ventures (OA) coordinator, was impressed 

by Skurka’s knowledge and organizational 

skills.

“Students at UAF should know that 

when someone says ‘there is nothing to do in 

Fairbanks,’ they are severely mistaken,” Old-

mixon said. “It might take a bit more work or 

time to get out there and do something, but 

Fairbanks and Alaska are full of opportuni-

ties. You don’t have to do a serious trip like 

Skurka, but you can try something new each 

season.”

And what does Skurka think of OA? “I’d 

be disappointed if the state’s biggest campus 

did not promote the outdoors through such 

a program,” Shurka said. “I just hope that 

students realize how fortunate they are and 

that they take advantage of it.”

Ultimate hiker Andrew Skurka gives tips about the 
right gear to use while backpacking on Sept. 12 in the 
Woodcenter Ballroom. Skurka considers himself the 
“ultimate” hiker after finishing a 176-day, 4,680-mile 
expedition across Alaska and the Yukon.  Lilly Necker/
Sun Star
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College journalists get out of the classroom and into a homeless shelter
Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Columnist
The air in Room 221 was acrid, and 

smelled like an infected wound. Grime 

covered every surface, and in the humidity 

I cringed whenever I brushed against a 

door or wall. The room was home to crack 

addicts, schizophrenics and people who re-

fused to bathe…ever. Some things cannot be 

taught in a classroom, and that’s why I par-

ticipated in Will Write for Food 2011.

Journalist and college media adviser 

Michael Koretzky co-created Will Write for 

Food in 2009. Labor Day Weekend marked 

the third time that 20 college reporters, 

photographers, designers and broadcasters 

took over the Hollywood, Fla. newspaper 

The Homeless Voice. The privately owned 

John McCormick Homeless Shelter pro-

duces the paper and, according to shelter 

owner and founder Sean Cononie, it’s the 

second largest of its kind in the country.

Once upon a time, the building that 

houses the shelter was a sex motel. Cononie 

purchased it 15 years ago and converted it 

into a home for the homeless. Residents 

earn their keep by selling newspapers. Every 

day they’re on the street, a bundle of papers 

in one hand, collection jug in the other. 

The shelter accepts people other shelters 

refuse. Active drug addicts, sex offenders, 

the extremely mentally ill – all are welcome. 

Cononie told me he replaced the hallway 

paneling with easy to clean tiles to make the 

occasional suicides easier to clean up.

Despite all that, residents of the shelter 

defied stereotypes. Among those who called 

it home were former stockbrokers, body-

builders and artists. Their rooms likewise 

defied expectation, all neatly appointed and 

decorated with photographs and personal 

belongings.

Room 221, at the end of the hall on the 

second floor, broke this pattern.

Cononie assigned residents who could 

not get along with the general population 

to Room 221. The room had a few names. 

Cononie called it “the special room.” Most 

residents referred to it as “the room at the 

end of the hall,” if they were willing to talk 

about it at all. Not a day went by without 

some sort of incident in the room, shelter 

security guard Nick Davis said. The violently 

mentally ill frequented Room 221. It was my 

assignment to spend a day there, getting to 

know some of the four men who called it 

home.

It was here that I met Mike Nadel. At 

first glance Nadel, a balding, dirty man with 

a thick Brooklyn accent, seemed out of place 

for a room with such a bad reputation. He 

wanted to be an actor, loved animals and 

came to the shelter in summer 2006. Other 

residents tease and taunt him, he said, 

and Room 221 is a refuge from persecu-

tion. Later, I would learn from Cononie that 

Nadel himself often started those fights.

Elsewhere, other students fanned out 

to learn from other shelter residents. Loan 

Le, a student at Fairfield University in Con-

necticut, wanted to compare the shelter to 

a nearby government-run facility. Posing 

as a woman made homeless after breaking 

up with her boyfriend, Le learned what it 

was like to spend the night in a shelter. Le 

was cut off from the rest of the Will Write for 

Food team, forced to rely on herself to make 

it through the night without getting discov-

ered.

Adrienne Cutway, from the University 

of Central Florida, discovered sometimes 

interviews go horribly awry and good re-

porters need to think on their feet. As she 

was interviewing a resident of the shelter, 

he began masturbating. Cutway finished the 

interview, to the surprise and awe of the rest 

of the team. Her secret?

“I never broke eye contact,” Cutway 

said.

For many of us, the biggest punch to 

the gut came when a father and two sons, 

recently evicted from their home, showed 

up at the shelter looking for a place to stay. 

After feeding them, Cononie told the man 

he and his sons couldn’t stay at the shelter; a 

sex offender was on the premises and there 

were no private rooms for them. The man 

left, his two sons crying. Michael Newberger, 

a student at Flagler College in Florida, had 

the gut-wrenching task of interviewing the 

man and chronicling his hardship. Later, we 

learned the man had returned, and he and 

his sons were set up with a small, curtained-

off area of hallway to sleep in.

For that long weekend, our classroom 

was a cramped but air-conditioned news-

room, our teachers were the homeless of 

Hollywood, Fla., and our homework was to 

produce a paper the shelter would sell to 

support itself. At 5 a.m., Monday, Sept. 5, 

nearly 36 hours after we started, we were 

done.

As Koretzky said at the end of the 

weekend, we all had a war story to tell now. 

We had traveled hundreds, sometimes 

thousands of miles at our own expense and 

met people from a completely different 

world. We had experienced tragedy and 

triumph; just a sampling of the complicated 

lives those shelter residents lived.

Exhausted and with lighter wallets, we 

returned home richer for the experience.

The 2011 Will Write For Food group in the ‘newsroom’ at the COSAC foundation’s homeless shelter on Sept. 4. The 
‘newsroom’ was office space in the shelter reappropriated for the groups use. Mike Rice/For the Sun Star
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Help Yourself!
Atomic Learning — atomic.alaska.edu 
This site contains online software training 
video tutorials, highly focused in topic and 
ranging from 1-3 minutes in length.
 
 
Lynda.com — library.uaf.edu/ad-lynda 
This is a software training and tutorial video  
library accessible at the UAF Rasmuson  
Library website.  

 
OIT Site — service.alaska.edu/selfservice 
Here you can submit support requests  
directly to the OIT Support Center and 
check the status of existing requests.

Questions? Contact 907-450-8300 • 800-478-8226 • helpdesk@alaska.edu

 
For         6-inch 
Sandwich or 
Flatbread!

$3.50$3.50
Available only at the Campus Cache SUBWAY® Restaurant.

Campus Cache 
SUBWAY® Restaurant
Hours of Operation
Noon - Midnight Daily

Bear Bucks and Munch Money 
accepted at the Campus Cache
SUBWAY® Restaurant.

ANY

©2011 Doctor’s Associates Inc. SubwAy® is a registered trademark of Doctor’s Associates Inc. Additional charge for extras. Not valid 
with other coupon offers or discount cards. Excludes Premium subs. 

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Every fall, a free speech wall is 

erected outside of the Wood Center 

by the Student Activities Office 

(SAO). Since free spray paint was 

available, what was displayed on the 

wall changes every day. The wall was 

erected in celebration of Constitu-

tion Day and any institution that 

receives federal funding is required 

to celebrate it, said SAO assistant 

director Cody Rogers. “My hope is 

to also get students to think about 

expressing their freedom of speech 

in other ways other than actual 

speaking words, but to use art as a 

form as well,” Rogers said.

Free speech comes home

This photo, taken on Thursday, Sept. 15, shows what students have painted thusfar. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter

Until this year, UAF students could ac-

cess several programs from the Adobe Cre-

ative Suite on their personal computers, free 

of charge, as long as their computers were 

within the campus network. Beginning this 

fall, that option is no longer available.

Karl Kowalski, chief information tech-

nology officer for the University of Alaska, 

said he made the decision to remove the 

Adobe Creative Suite after Adobe informed 

him UAF was not properly using their soft-

ware licenses. Adobe came to this conclu-

sion after conducting a random software 

audit in February.

“None of our licensing allows anyone, 

staff or students, to download on personal 

computers,” Kowalski said. The Adobe Cre-

ative Suite license grants UAF users access 

to Dreamweaver, Illustrator, InDesign and 

Photoshop Extended. Students were never 

meant to be able to download the Creative 

Suite programs on their laptop, Kowalski 

said. Their ability to do so was a “loophole” 

in the system. While UAF could acquire a li-

cense that would allow students to continue 

downloading Creative Suite software in the 

same way, Kowalski said the cost “would be 

astronomical” to the university.

The first step to get in compliance with 

Adobe, Kowalski said, was to remove stu-

dent access by creating a log-in gateway 

on the software download website. When 

students log in, they have a limited selec-

tion of software available to them. Programs 

include EndNote, Mozilla FireFox and 

Thunderbird, and an antivirus program by 

Symantec. EndNote is a citation assistance 

program, FireFox an internet browser, and 

Thunderbird its accompanying email client.

While staff and faculty are allowed to 

access the Adobe Creative Suite from home 

on a UAF-provided computer, they will soon 

need to create a virtual private network 

(VPN) that must connect to the UAF system 

before they can access the software.

Miho Aoki, a digital art and design in-

structor at UAF’s Art Department, requires 

her students to have access to Adobe soft-

ware.

“If a student brings their own laptop to 

my class, it frees up a lab computer for an-

other student,” Aoki said in an email inter-

view. She added that the ability to download 

the suite free from OIT “was a great option 

for students. It’s unfortunate that the rule 

had to be changed.”

Dave Partee is another instructor who 

relies on Adobe programs for class. Partee 

teaches website design and other related 

classes. “Many students take classes that are 

focused on, or make extensive use of Adobe 

software including Photoshop, InDesign, 

and Dreamweaver. Adobe Creative Suite 

software is quite expensive, and in my ex-

perience education discounts are less gen-

erous and harder to find than they used to 

be,” Partee said in an email.

Students who can’t afford to purchase 

the Creative Suite programs — it costs $899 

to purchase for students to buy them with 

the education discount from Adobe — can 

still access them from most UAF computer 

labs, Kowalski said. The Bunnell Room 319 

lab, the Rasmuson Library lab and the com-

puter lab at the Moore-Bartlett-Skarland 

Complex all have the software installed.

Kowalski also encouraged students to 

“speak up and let us know” if they have any 

questions, comments or concerns about 

this or other computer related issues at UAF. 

Students can email him at ua-cito@alaska.

edu. Students can visit www.alaska.edu/oit/

software/ to download UAF licensed soft-

ware.

Fine print failure
Loss of Adobe suite leaves students and staff bitter
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UAF coach wins Equinox run
Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter

It was a typical mid-September 

morning. Frost covered the windshields 

of every car, crunchy leaves carpeted the 

ground, cool air turned breath to fog. To 

the 516 runners participating in the 49th 

annual Equinox Marathon, it was not just 

any September morning. While the rest of 

Fairbanks enjoyed a calm Saturday morning 

with a cup of hot coffee and a newspaper, 

these athletes had already begun a 26.2-

mile course that gradually and painfully 

varies approximately 2,000 feet in elevation 

throughout the race. The event began and 

ended on the University of Alaska Fairbanks 

(UAF) campus.

The Equinox Marathon, founded in 

1963, is a time-honored tradition that brings 

the running community of Fairbanks to-

gether. Hundreds of runners participate 

in this marathon each year and even more 

pour out of their homes to watch the race at 

different points along the course. Whether 

walking, jogging, wogging, running or relay-

racing, the Equinox has something for ev-

eryone’s race tastes.

This year brought something new. 

Breaking Matias Saari’s two-year winning 

streak, UAF Cross Country Running and 

Skiing assistant coach Matt Dunlap finished 

in first place with a time of 2:51:34. Not only 

was this Dunlap’s first time winning the 

marathon, but also his first time racing in 

the competition at all.

“I was a little nervous at the beginning 

because I knew how competitive the men’s 

bracket was,” Dunlap said. “I honestly was 

hoping for a place in the top four maybe, but 

I had no idea I would get first place.” Dunlap 

smiled and said, “this is just a really cool ex-

perience. You’re just out there in the middle 

of nowhere on Ester Dome, and there are all 

these people cheering you on. It’s great.”

Soon to follow Dunlap was Stian 

Stensland, a runner-up in the 2009 race, 

who finished with a time of 2:56:07. Just 

barely more than two minutes later, fellow 

former UAF runner, Chris Eversmen, fin-

ished with a time of 2:58:10. Three-time 

winner Matias Saari took fourth place with 

a time of 2:58:48.

Three-time winner Laura Brosius won 

the women’s race with a time of 3:27:47. 

Although Brosius said she felt a little unpre-

pared for the marathon this year, she was 

still able to pull first place. “I was hoping for 

second or third maybe, but I’m really happy 

I was able to get first,” Brosius said. She was 

soon followed by runner up Melissa Lewis, 

who finished with a time of 3:28:57.

“Lewis is a really strong opponent,” Bro-

sius said. “So I was a little nervous toward 

the end, but I felt strong and solid the rest 

of the race so I was able to pull through.” 

Lewis was soon followed by West Valley ski 

coach Davya Flaharty, with a time of 3:34:30. 

Chad Charroll, running for the team Novelty 

Size Bananas, won the relay race. He was 

soon followed by Hannibal Grubis who ran 

for the team Masters of the Universe. They 

were followed by the first and second place 

women’s relay runners, Heather Best and 

Krista Heeringa.

The morning of Saturday, Sept. 17, starts with a bang as the 516 racers jog across West Ridge at the beginning 2011’s 
Equinox Marathon. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

On the morning of Saturday, Sept. 17, three-time champion Laura Brosius races down the last hill toward the finish 
line, ending the 2011 Equinox Marathon in first place for the Women’s Full Marathon bracket with a time of 3:27:47. 
Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter
To many, Starvation Gulch may seem 

like just a giant bonfire. However, to Mickie 

Zakurdaew, an electrical engineering ju-

nior, and Jesse Manchester, a political sci-

ence and foreign language senior, it is much 

more. It represents an annual tradition that 

brings the student community together in a 

way that very few other campus events can. 

Manchester’s a veteran -- this is his fifth year 

designing and helping the fraternity Alpha 

Phi Omega build their bonfire. Both men 

have years of experience collecting pallets 

for the fraternity.

“I love it,” Manchester said. “It’s such a 

blast, but there’s a lot that goes into it ahead 

of time.”

He sits in a large easy chair in the 

McIntosh lounge on the evening of Sept. 

14th, and spells it out from the beginning. 

Each team signs up as soon as possible, its 

members already planning their design 

and strategy. The teams are responsible for 

designing their structure as well as finding 

all of the wooden pallets necessary for the 

structure. This is the part that takes the lon-

gest -- even the smallest structure can take 

up to 400 wooden pallets, which all must be 

found, collected and stored by the respec-

tive teams.

“Last year we had to find 800 of those 

suckers,” Zackurdaew said. This year they 

chose to go with less, allowing them to 

shorten their late-night tours of industrial 

Fairbanks in search of abandoned pallets.

“The tradition of the giant bonfire 

started back in 1923, 88 years ago to be 

exact, in the middle of the Gold Rush when 

people loved burning things,” said Cody 

Rogers, UAF Traditions board advisor and 

Student Activities Office coordinator.

Starvation Gulch became a tradition 

to welcome the incoming freshman class 

each year and figuratively “pass the torch of 

knowledge” down to the new students. The 

tradition used to include building a minia-

ture town and burning it to the ground. That 

soon became dangerous and the tradition 

switched over to more controlled fires. After 

the tragic bonfire collapse that killed twelve 

students at Texas A&M University in No-

vember 1999, UAF decided to up its bonfire 

regulations to ensure the safety of the stu-

dents as they partook in this time-honored 

tradition. Since then, each fire structure 

may not exceed 20 feet tall and 50 feet wide.

“That doesn’t change the potential size 

of the flame, though,” Zakurdaew said. The 

APO group teamed together to win the “Big 

Ass” Trophy four years in a row.

“Yes, it’s actually called that,” Man-

chester said with a grin. This trophy is 

awarded to the team that has the tallest 

flame. The size of the actual structure is ir-

relevant. The measurement is taken from 

the top of the structure to the tip of the 

flame.

The design of the structure contributes 

a lot to other awards. Along with the Big 

Ass Trophy, there is also a creativity award, 

which APO also won in previous years. Al-

though they are slightly behind on the pallet 

collection schedule, the APO group feels 

confident regarding this years competition 

and hope to see lots of students there.

Experience an advantage as students collect pallets for Starvation Gulch

Starvation Gulch Events
Friday, Sept. 24
Alumni Night at the Pub: 8 p.m.

Res Life’s Safety Dance: 10 p.m.-2 a.m.

SRC Late Nighter: 10p.m. - 12a.m.

Saturday, Sept. 25
Bonfire Building: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Nearly Naked Fun Run:  6 p.m.

Safety Block Party: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Blue vs. Gold hockey game: 7 p.m.

The bonfires will start at 10 p.m.

Around 1 a.m., the night of Sept. 15, Jesse Manchester (left) and Mickie Zakurdaew (right) load pallet after pallet into 
the back of Manchester’s truck. This will be the first of many runs before the lighting of the fires next Saturday, Sept. 
24 at 10 p.m.. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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Lilly Necker 
Sun Star Reporter

Makahu Sparks came to Alaska from 

New Zealand to open UAF students’ minds 

to a different way of going abroad.

Sparks, 29, is a recruitment coordinator 

for the non-profit organization Interna-

tional Student Volunteers (ISV). “Our pro-

gram combines two weeks of meaningful 

volunteering with two weeks of incredible 

adventure travel,” Sparks said.

He held information meetings once 

an hour during the Sept. 15 workday in the 

Wood Center Ballroom to explain the op-

portunities students could have in eight dif-

ferent countries. Students could help pro-

tect the rainforest in Costa Rica, build and 

repair schools and playgrounds in South Af-

rica, teach English to underprivileged chil-

dren in Thailand, support medical projects 

in the Dominican Republic, monitor the 

humpback whale population of the Ecuador 

coastline, develop outdoor education cen-

ters in Australia or build nest boxes for New 

Zealand’s national bird, the kiwi.

UAF paralegal studies student Abbey 

Stark, 19, came to one of the meetings be-

cause it’s better to hear anecdotes in-person 

instead of just clicking through the website, 

she said. Stark would love to go to Australia. 

“It may sound a little stupid, but Australia 

reminds me of Alaska -- just with a tropical 

and warm 

setting,” 

Stark 

said, “and 

I heard 

of the 

friendly 

people Down Under as well.”

Takae Nakajima, originally from Japan, 

is studying biology during her second year 

at UAF and is interested in the volunteer part 

of the program. “I would love to work with 

the animals -- no matter if it’s feeding ani-

mals in Thailand or helping the sea turtles 

in Costa Rica,” Nakajima said. “Besides that, 

I think it’s a great experience to go abroad.”

Biology and preveterinary student 

Jenny Klecka traveled to Ecuador with the 

ISV program this summer. “I had the time of 

my life and brought back so many stories I 

can tell,” she said.

The ISV program requires applicants to 

have a passport and be 18 by departure date.

“You don’t even need to be a student. 

We also don’t have an age limit. Once we 

had a 78-year-old man in the program who 

wanted to have an experience of a lifetime 

before 

he dies,” 

Sparks 

said.

It’s 

necessary 

to apply 

early, because space is limited and the orga-

nization doesn’t take everybody.

“We want to give people this extraordi-

nary opportunity who are really willing to 

help and to make a difference,” Sparks said. 

The program looks for people with friendly 

and refreshing personalities, he said.

By the end of the day Sparks had more 

than 300 students sign up for more informa-

tion about the program. Students interested 

in one of the limited spaces can check the 

program’s website, www.isvolunteers.org. 

The site provides information on both trips 

and costs.

“It sure isn’t less money, but there are a 

lot of possibilities to get a sponsorship from 

communities or companies. And you get 

something for your money. Not just 24-hour 

support in the country you will go, but food, 

accommodation and help in any other way,” 

Sparks said. “You will experience something 

that will change your life forever.”

Volunteer program promises philanthropy and adventure

Makahu Sparks from International Student Volunteers explains on Sept. 15 in Wood Center all the options how to 
spend two weeks of fun and two weeks of volunteer work abroad.

News
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Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 
Say it here. The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 

author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 

letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box 

756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Q:   Is it true that exercise boosts brain power?
A:  I had the good fortune of listening to a dynamite speaker 

and author, John Mendina recently at a conference in Seattle.  Dr 
Mendina, a developmental molecular biologist who studies brains, 
has devoted an entire chapter in his book Brain Rules addressing 
this topic.  In it he states our brains were built for walking 12 miles 
a day!  To improve your thinking skills he says to move!  He writes 
that exercise gets blood to your brain, bringing it glucose for energy 
and oxygen to soak up the toxic electrons that are left over.  It also stimulates the protein that 
keeps neurons connecting.

Q:  How much exercise do I have to do and how long will it take for me to see improve-
ment?

A:  To answer your question I will site a few studies that Dr. Mendina talked about. In one 
recent study, young people jogged for 30 minutes two to three times a week.  After 12 weeks, 
their cognitive performance had improved significantly compared with pre-jogging levels.  When 
the exercise program was withdrawn, the scores plummeted back to their pre-experiment levels.  

Another study measured brain power of a group of couch potatoes, pre and post aerobic 
exercise programs and found that all kinds of mental abilities increased.  These changes were 
measured after as little as 16 weeks in that study!

The last study I found interesting was done with a bunch of business executives who 
relocated to China.  They were split into two groups.  The first group was taught the Mandarin 
language in the traditional manner.  The other group was asked to go out for a run before 
embarking in the study of Mandarin.  This second group was taught the language at cool down 
immediately after their aerobic exercise.  They weren’t even allowed to change their clothes or 
take showers!  The effect was a 30% increase in learning of Mandarin in the group that exer-
cised!  I don’t know how long it took for these results to occur but what I found interesting is the 
timing of the study in relation to the exercise. 

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the 

Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 
or visit our Web site at 

www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Dear Associated Students of the Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks,

 It was such a great opportunity to 

serve the students as the Elections Board 

chair this past spring and I would also like 

to thank the people who consistently make 

elections what they are, you the students of 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

In the Spring 2011election over 830 stu-

dents that participated in the past ASUAF 

election and voter participation is the most 

important way of voicing concerns that you 

have with your student government as well 

as electing representation to advocate on 

your behalf. This election would have not 

been possible without your support and 

willingness to get involved, which your ef-

forts are always greatly appreciated. The 

Election board and volunteers also did an 

outstanding job by dedicating their time to 

ensure that the election took place.  Thank 

you Ashton Compton, Yuzhun Evanoff, 

Ryan Good, Haley Hanson, Laura Kosik, 

and Sabra Phillips for making the event a 

success.

At the end of the election there were 

three complaints made by students that 

have also been recognized concerning the 

polling stations. The complaints involved 

students having the ability to scroll down 

to see the identifications of other students, 

but this technicality didn’t affect the actu-

ally knowing who voted for which candi-

date. These issues brought up concerns 

with privacy matters. The relief sought for 

these complaints was to inform the students 

and create solutions for future ASUAF elec-

tions. Before the next election we have put 

efforts to ensure that this is not an ongoing 

problem.

Again, thank you for your participation 

and involvement with your student govern-

ment. We are looking forward to your par-

ticipation in future elections because we are 

here to work on your behalf. I would like to 

encourage you to continue to participate in 

elections because your concerns matter.

Sincerely,

Robert Kinnard III
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