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This report is based on the information 

published by the University Police Depart-

ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 

with crimes in this report are presumed in-

nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Lesson not learned
On Sept. 15, police stopped a 20-year-

old North Pole man on Alumni Drive and 

found that he was driving with a suspended 

license.  He was arrested and taken to the 

Fairbanks Correctional Center where he 

was charged with driving with a suspended 

license and violating his release.

9-1-?
Alaska State Troopers asked UAF police 

to help with a 911 call that was cut short on 

Sept. 16.  It may have been due to a mechan-

ical problem.

To catch a thief
On the morning of Sept. 16, Facilities 

Services reported items stolen from a UAF 

vehicle on Alumni Drive.  An officer showed 

up, took pictures and recorded the value of 

what was stolen.  There is an ongoing inves-

tigation.

Please don’t tell my parents
UAF police stopped a group of juveniles 

on Sheep Creek Road around 2 a.m. on Sept. 

19.  The driver admitted to having marijuana 

in the vehicle.  Police confiscated the drugs 

and released the teenagers to their parents.  

Charges are pending.

This Week

The Sun Star
Volume 28 Number 5
September 27, 2011

Staff
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Heather Bryant
editor@uafsunstar.com

(907) 474-5078

LAYOUT EDITOR
Galen Lott

layout@uafsunstar.com
(907) 474-6039

PHOTO EDITOR
Jeremia Schrock

COPY EDITOR
Kelsey Gobroski

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
Jeremy Smith

web@uafsunstar.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Jordan Shilling

ads@uafsunstar..com
(907) 474-7540

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
Fernanda Chamorro

distribution@uafsunstar.com

REPORTERS
Lilly Necker

Erin McGroarty
Fred Monrean
Kara Perkins

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Erin McGroarty

Lilly Necker
Fred Monrean
Kara Perkins

ADVISOR
Lynne Lott

The Sun Star’s mission as 
a campus voice for UAF is 
to report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce and 

chronicle events and provide 
a forum for expressions of 

opinion.

EDITORIAL OFFICES
101G Wood Center

P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-6039

Ads Dept: (907) 474-7540
Fax: (907) 474-5508

www.uafsunstar.com

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Raye Diamond, 29, relaxes with his M4 after an ROTC 
training mission on Sept. 24, 2011.  Fernanda Cham-
orro/Sun Star www.uafsunstar.com



3 www.uafsunstar.com September 27, 2011

Framed photos, 

a baseball glove and 

bat lay on a table in 

front of the musi-

cians. A printed 

program displayed 

Emilie Valentine’s 

photo, and under-

neath that photo the 

words “May 21, 1992 – September 21, 2011.”

Quiet music played as the wreath was 

laid. The simple wood coffin stood under a 

tent that protected it from the cold drizzle in 

Constitution Park. People took turns at the 

podium speaking about the deceased. They 

talked about how unfortunate it was to lose 

someone so young and innocent. The drunk 

driver who killed her even spoke. About a 

dozen students observed the proceedings. 

Some watched quietly. Some cried.

After the funeral, men picked up the 

empty coffin and put it into a van to be taken 

away. Then, the deceased walked over to her 

family and handed them framed photos of 

herself.

Valentine, a resident assistant, vol-

unteered as the victim for a drunk driving 

awareness campaign put on by the Univer-

sity of Alaska Fire and Police departments. 

Fire Marshall Len DeJoria had been asked 

to do a vehicle extraction during the week 

before Starvation Gulch.

“I said let’s do one better,” said DeJoria. 

“Let’s go big or go home. Every time [the 

planning committee] met, we came up with 

bigger and better things. We almost had a 

helicopter.”

On Sept. 21 and 22, the macabre dem-

onstration played out in front of the library 

and bookstore as students walked by on 

their way to classes.

Despite an email sent out beforehand, 

many students didn’t 

realize the event was a 

simulation. At the “fu-

neral,” there were stu-

dents who thought vol-

unteer victim Valentine 

actually died.

Counselors were 

on hand in case any ob-

server became upset by 

the event, DeJoria said.

“If we changed 

one person then it was 

worth the whole damn 

thing,” Valentine said 

after the event. Valentine had to stay off 

campus for the day after her “death,” with 

only her coworkers, father and best friend 

knowing the truth.

The UAF demonstration is a modified 

version of the Every 15 Minutes program. 

The program, designed for high schools, 

also simulates a fatal car accident. However, 

the high school program also follows the car 

crash and funeral with speakers, including 

convicted drunk drivers and law enforce-

ment. Unlike the UAF demonstration, the 

high school event is a part of the school day, 

ensuring a captive audience. UAF’s event 

depended on students stopping to observe.

I see the value in awareness events such 

as these. People have visceral reactions to 

car crashes, ambulances and funerals. How-

ever, this shock-and-awe campaign focused 

on production value 

rather than substance. 

It lacked a crucial ele-

ment: direction.

Creating a call to 

action for students ne-

cessitates providing a 

way to act. In this case, 

organizers asked stu-

dents no to drive drunk 

– but they neglected to 

provide an alternative.

There were no re-

sources available to 

students on either day 

of the campaign: No information about rec-

ognizing when someone has had too much 

to drink. No numbers for students to call if 

they needed help. No mention of counseling 

services available for students who have 

problems with alcohol. Nothing.

Why not put out pamphlets about 

the Counseling Center? Organizers went 

through the effort of printing up full-color 

funeral programs on cardstock. What 

about giving out wallet-sized cards with the 

phone numbers of taxi services, so students 

would have an alternative to drinking and 

driving? This was a great opportunity to put 

resources into the hands of students and it 

was missed.

I appreciate the work of the fire and po-

lice departments to raise awareness. Drunk 

driving threatens everyone. But with more 

than 1,000 college students killed each year 

in drunk driving accidents, we don’t need 

to fake something that really happens. Tell 

the real stories of the students lost because 

of drunk driving. And when we do, give stu-

dents the tools to help them stay safe.

If you are related to someone or in a re-

lationship with someone who has drinking 

problems, there are resources available to 

you. If you paid the Health Center fee, six 

free counseling sessions are available to 

you at the UAF Center for Health and Coun-

seling. Or go to www.al-anon.alateen.org 

for more information about how you can get 

the support you need.

If you suspect you may have a drinking 

problem, use your free counseling sessions 

and get help. You can also call 1-800-662-

HELP.

Politics

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
The Sun Star

Editorial

Missed Opportunity

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter
The following notes were compiled 

during the Sept. 25, 2011 Associated Stu-

dents of the University of Alaska Fairbanks 

(ASUAF)  senate meeting. All senate meet-

ings, unless otherwise noted, are held at 

4p.m. on Sunday in the Alumni Lounge.

Senators in attendance
Present: Arthur Martin, Jennifer Cham-

bers, Robert Kinnard III, John Netardu, 

Chelsea Holt, Timothy Grediagin, Andy 

Chamberlain, Michael Golub, Jesse Cervin, 

Will Collingwood

Absent: Sophia Grzeskowiak-

Amezquita, Aaron Acevedo, Hollie Seiler

Officers present
Mari Freitag (president)

Let’s fund a movie
“SB 177-002: Let’s Make a Movie.” This 

bill will give the UAF Film Club $500 to pro-

duce a short training video for new ASUAF 

senators. The internal affairs committee will 

be in charge of producing the movie. The 

senate voted 7-2-0 in support of the bill. Mi-

chael Golub and Timothy Grediagin voted 

against the bill.

Leadership money for students
“SB 177-005: To Sponsor Students for 

the Leadership Conference.” This bill will set 

aside $150 to sponsor 10 students to attend 

the UAF Leadership Conference on Oct. 8 

in the Wood Center Ballroom. The money 

will go to the first 10 applicants. Senators are 

excluded from the scholarship. The senate 

voted 7-0-2 in support of the bill. Robert 

Kinnard III and Chelsea Holt abstained.

Stickers
“SB 177-006: Stickers.” This bill will set 

aside $500 to allow the senate to purchase 

stickers with the words “ASUAF” printed 

on them. They will be used for promotional 

purposes. The senate voted 8-1-0 in support 

of the bill. Timothy Grediagin cast the dis-

senting vote.

Senate to get totes
“SB 177-008: Tote Bags.” This bill will 

set aside $550 from the senate’s rollover 

account to purchase approximately 80 tote 

bags. The bags will be used as promotional 

items and given to students as a “thank you” 

for attending senate meetings. The senate 

had originally allotted money for the totes 

during the summer, but they were not pur-

chased by then-executive officer Sabra Phil-

lips. The senate voted 6-3-0 in favor of the 

bill. Michael Golub, Timothy Grediagin and 

Jesse Cervin cast the three dissenting votes.

Acevedo to resign?
Aaron Acevedo has expressed his intent 

to resign from the senate, according to Jen-

nifer Chambers.

Committees may combine
Due to a lack of senators, some com-

mittees may combine for the time being. 

Robert Kinnard mentioned the idea, adding 

that the combination would only be for the 

semester. The concern is that several sena-

tors may become worn out, since many al-

ready serve on several committees.

ASUAF minutes
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Elika Roohi
Special to The Sun Star
Last spring, I attended the study abroad 

orientation hosted by the UAF Office of 

International Programs. About 20 sopho-

mores and juniors crowded into a room in 

Duckering, and the great study abroad staff 

at UAF gave us their final bits of wisdom and 

sent us away.

It’s the end of September now, and 

we’re all over the world. There are UAF 

students in China, Scotland, Switzerland, 

Japan, Spain, Italy and numerous other 

countries. For the last month, we’ve been 

furnishing international student apart-

ments, dealing with language barriers and 

foreign currencies, and settling in to what 

will end up being quite a year.

I’m a journalism sophomore studying 

in Florence, Italy. Last year, I was a regular 

Sun Star reporter, and this year I’ll be 

making an appearance in this column every 

so often.

Italy, the land of art, opera, food, and 

refined Europeans is a far cry from Fair-

banks, Alaska. But even across the world, a 

few things are familiar.

School is school, even in Italy. The 

classes here are taught mostly in English 

to foreign exchange students on a variety 

of topics — mostly liberal arts. Some of the 

more popular courses are those in the cu-

linary arts department, and the extremely 

popular Wine Appreciation classes. Most 

classes are held once a week for two and half 

hours, and are taught by Italians or ex-pats.

Everyone attending Florence University 

of the Arts is required to take an Italian lan-

guage class. These are the classes that meet 

more than once a week, and are taught en-

tirely in Italian.

I’ve been learning more about my 

professor than about the language in my 

Italian class so far. He is an aspiring actor 

and dancer from Sienna who looks like the 

Italian equivalent of a surfer dude. He has a 

dog named Roger who eats gelato, and was 

an extra in that scene from “New Moon” 

where everyone was wearing red cloaks and 

wandering around the streets of Italy.

That’s the thing about Florence, ev-

eryone here has a story to tell. I can’t always 

understand what I’m being told because my 

Italian is still pretty bad at this point. But 

when I can follow along, and even some-

times when I can’t, it’s pretty interesting.

There are our neighbors across the hall. 

They’re from Egypt, and speak a few words 

of English, broken Italian and fluent Arabic. 

One of them works at the Greek restaurant 

down the street, and the other works at the 

café on our corner. And when they’re not 

working, we’ve caught them watching belly 

dance videos on YouTube on multiple occa-

sions.

Then there’s the head of student ser-

vices, a native Florentine who rides her 

bicycle 45 minutes to work every day. She 

told me not to judge people by their cultural 

stereotypes because French women are 

supposed to be standoffish, but one of her 

best friends is French, and she’s very nice.

And then there’s one of my professors, 

an American woman from New Jersey who 

has lived in Florence for 10 years. She came 

to Italy on a trip around Europe in her mid-

20s, and never left. Now she has a son, a 

boyfriend who owns a wine bar and a job 

teaching 20-year-olds to fall in love with 

Florence.

She does a good job. A month into my 

year here, and I’m really starting to appre-

ciate the Italian life. Things like not rushing 

through meals, taking frequent breaks and 

showing up when you want to. Life here is 

just slower than at home, and that’s an idea 

I’m starting to really get behind.

UAF student starts year under Tuscan sun

The Duomo in the morning. Part of the church of Santa Maria del Fiore, the Duomo is one of the most recognizable 
sights in Florence. Photo by Elika Roohi.
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter
The sound of an explosion went off, and 

immediately orders shot through the air 

over the cacophony of gunfire.  This was all 

part of the Army ROTC training event that 

took place Sept. 23-25.  The three-day pro-

gram was designed to simulate combat.  It 

teaches cadets military leadership skills.

ROTC stands for Reserve Officers’ 

Training Corps, a national program that 

prepares college students to become mili-

tary officers.   Full-time students with a min-

imum 2.0 GPA can join and they are offered 

two- and four-year scholarships through the 

program, according to Stephanie Parker, the 

UAF Army ROTC public information officer.  

Students who accept the scholarships must 

serve four years of active duty in the Army. 

While they are known as cadets while in 

the program, Army ROTC graduates can 

be commissioned into the Army as second 

lieutenants.  Army ROTC also allows stu-

dents to spend time out of the classroom to 

perform many hands-on tasks.

Cameron Holt, 19, has a simultaneous 

membership which means he is a soldier 

and a cadet at the same time. Holt is double-

majoring in computer engineering and sci-

ence.  “It’s good to get out and be active,” he 

said, “rather than just sit in class.”

The training is held twice a year, once in 

the fall and once in the spring.  It’s an intro-

duction to basic soldier tasks for first-year 

cadets, Parker said.  This year, cadets worked 

through smoke bombs, ambushes, shooting 

range practice, ruck marches (maneuvers 

with really heavy multi-compartment bags), 

basic Army battle scenarios, and other ex-

ercises.  It trains cadets to get used to the 

combat environment and lead soldiers in 

wartime.

In the simulation, cadets were divided 

into two teams. The good guys were called 

the U.S. Forces and the bad guys were called 

the OpFor or Opposing Force.  Upper level 

cadets got the opportunity to dress up as 

OpFor.  They had to dress up, hide, attack 

and play dead.  Parker worked for OpFor.

“It is fun to go out there and play sol-

dier,” Parker said.

The people in the program form a family 

that only grows once they join the Army, 

said Erin Walsh, a 21-year-old ROTC senior.  

The great thing about playing the enemy in 

ROTC is that she gets to critique the newer 

members. OpFor allowed her to see what 

new cadets were doing wrong, giving her the 

opportunity not only to help them improve, 

but to improve her own tactics.

Holt enjoyed playing the role of the bad 

guy because they “have the advantage of 

firing a lot more rounds and I get to go ninja 

status,” she said.

Raye Diamond, 29, is going to commis-

sion as an Army captain once he graduates 

from the justice department.  He was in the 

Army and Air Force and is now working on 

his degree for the Army.   “Being enlisted 

and an officer is different. As an officer, 

you’re respected,” he said.

Captain Eugene Cramer, 36, was one 

of the soldiers training the cadets. It was a 

good training weekend because he “actually 

got some soldiers who want to be here,” he 

said.

Stephanie Parker, UAF ROTC public information officer, warms up for the next ROTC training mission on Sept. 24, 
2011.  Fernanda Chamorro/Sun StarRaymond Ganacias, 25, relaxes after playing the “bad guy” in an ROTC training mission on Sept. 24, 2011.  Fer-

nanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Bears of war: Nanook ROTC cadets train for war



7 www.uafsunstar.com September 27, 2011News

Cadets Trevor Kral (left), 20, and Dillon Ball (right), 19, emerge from a cloud of smoke grenades at an ROTC train-
ing mission on Sept. 24, 2011.  Fernanda Chamorro/ Sun Star 

Vince Joyner, 19, shoots blanks from the forest floor during an ROTC training mission on Sept. 24, 2011.  Joyner is 
part of the U.S. Forces team, considered the “good guys.”  Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

Jared Flynn, 22, checks on his teammates’ movements during an ROTC training mission on Sept. 24, 2011.  Fer-
nanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter
For two years, the university has 

helped the Fairbanks community come 

together in pursuit of free stuff. This 

weekend, that tradition will be passed on 

to the students. On Oct. 1, Summer Ses-

sions and Lifelong Learning will host the 

first University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) 

Winter Warm-up -- an extension of the bi-

annual Really Free Market.

Two years ago, director of Summer 

Sessions Michelle Bartlett  first heard 

about a Really Free Market in New York 

where people gave things they didn’t need 

to people who may need them — for free.

“I thought right away, if they can do it, 

we can do it! Fairbanks is the Golden Heart 

City. We all have so much in our houses 

— sometimes it’s just in the wrong house,” 

Bartlett said.

Working with the idea, Bartlett offered 

a free lunch to people from Financial Aid, 

Dining Services and the Student Recre-

ation Center to recruit people to help.

Lydia Anderson, the Wood Center di-

rector, decided to volunteer.

“It’s all about the university giving 

something back to the Fairbanks commu-

nity and about sustainability as well,” An-

derson said. “What a great way to recycle 

and reuse.”

Bartlett and Anderson enlisted the 

help of a group of faculty members and 

coordinated the first Really Free Market in 

June 2009. Two more markets followed in 

2010. This year the university also hosted 

two markets — one in May and one in Au-

gust.

At each market, donors dropped off 

goods at either the Patty Center or Nenana 

parking lots, leaving them available for 

anyone to take.

“We worked together with the campus 

dorms for our Free Market last year and 

had tons of clothes and all kind of stuff that 

students leave behind after the semester,” 

Bartlett said. “Other students, especially 

those who live in dry cabins, often have 

barely nothing at the beginning of the se-

mester and need what ever they can get. 

So why not mobilize the whole UAF faculty 

and staff to donate everything they don’t 

need and give it to our students,” Bartlett 

said

The student-only market will be 

winter-themed.

“It’s getting cold soon and most of 

the students aren’t well prepared enough 

or don’t have the money to buy expensive 

winter clothing,” Anderson said. “We want 

them to stay warm and get ready.”

Anyone who wants to donate jackets, 

boots, ice skates, skis or other items can 

drop things off in the Wood Center on Oct. 

1 between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Items will be categorized and laid out 

on tables in the Wood Center Multilevel 

Lounge from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.. Every-

thing will be divided into three categories: 

clothing, sporting goods and household 

goods.

“They only conditions are, the things 

need to be clean, usable and safe,” Bartlett 

said.

Bartlett hopes the students will show 

up and help themselves. If the event goes 

well, this won’t be the last Winter Warm-

Up. “I would like the two Really Free Mar-

kets for the Fairbanks community and the 

one only for students to become a tradi-

tion,” Bartlett said.

“It’s our pilot program where we try 

to find out if there is need out there and if 

there enough people who bring things. It 

feels like before a big potluck where you 

don’t know if there will be any food and 

people in the end,” Anderson said.

The event organizers are still looking 

for volunteers for Oct. 1. They need about 

20 volunteers to help to sort the items on 

the different tables. If anyone is interested 

in volunteering or has any questions, email 

Lydia Anderson at lmanderson@alaska.

edu or call Summer Sessions and Lifelong 

Learning at 474-7021.

The Atkinson Power Plant as viewed from the Nanook Student Farm. Photo taken Sept. 22, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr./
Sun Star

Boiler tube that burst during finals week December 1998. The steam released from this pipeshorted out the power 
plant’s electrical equipment and caused a campus-wide power outage. Photo taken Sept. 22, 2011. Fred Monrean 
Jr./Sun Star

Student free-for-all
Winter Warm-up helps students bundle up
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Fred Monrean
Sun Star Reporter

As the University of Alaska Fairbanks 

(UAF) nears its centennial in 2017, one of its 

most important issues will be ensuring that 

its energy needs are met in the decades to 

come, according to UAF Chancellor Brian 

Rogers.

With the aging coal-burning power 

plant in need of refurbishing, officials at 

gatherings from Board of Regents meetings 

to convocation have brought replacement 

up as a topic of concern.  If UAF gets funding 

from the state Senate, the new power plant 

could be completely operational just in time 

for the university’s 100th birthday.

“We’ve requested $22 million for actual 

design of what’s likely to be upwards of a 

$200 million project,” Chancellor Rogers 

announced during convocation Sept. 13. 

“Without a new plant we’ll need to spend 

$40 million cobbling together temporary 

expensive patches to a system nearing the 

end of its useful life,” he said.

The $40 million option would be used 

to keep the plant going for a little while 

longer if construction on the new plant does 

not begin soon, university public informa-

tion officer Marmian Grimes said in an in-

terview Sept. 22.

“If you look at this plant we got about 

$40 million worth of repairs,” Grimes said. 

“You know just regular maintenance and re-

pairs that are going to be needed in the next 

few years to keep it going.” 

A large portion of that cost would go 

toward replacing pipes. These pipes cool the 

multi-story coal burning machines, which 

turn water into steam. Steam both heats and 

provides most of the power to the university. 

UAF will need to start replacing pipes by 

2015 if construction of the new plant is not 

underway by then.

Director of Utilities Charlie “Chilkoot” 

Ward left the room briefly when asked what 

his choice would be — a $40 million repair 

job or a $200 million new plant? — and 

returned with a short length of steel pipe 

recently removed from one of the boilers. 

He pointed to one end of the four-foot-long 

pipe and said,  “If you were to take a thick-

ness-measuring device and try to measure 

the thickness of the tube on this end, you 

would say that’s what it’s supposed to be.”

Next he showed how the other end of 

the pipe had worn down from the inside out, 

becoming almost paper thin.  From the out-

side, even on the very thin end of the pipe, 

there was no visible deformation.

“We could spend a lot of money chasing 

down things like this, and patching them,” 

Ward said, “and miss that.”

The pipe, when in place, is surrounded 

by an insulating material and “you would 

never actually have found it until it broke,” 

Ward said.

The $200 million plant will likely go next 

to the current plant and will utilize much of 

the existing infrastructure.  The turbine gen-

erator, which was installed in the 1980s and 

produces much of the school’s electricity, 

will stay, as will the building.  It’s likely that 

the oil-burning boiler will stay, and possibly 

be converted to run off of natural gas.

The new plant would be powered by 

a few units that use air pressure to ensure 

the solid fuels fed into it are combusted 

by circulating granules of the fuel around 

until they are ash, Ward said.  These new 

boilers will be more efficient than the cur-

rent ones, which will mean less fuel needs to 

be burned, causing fewer emissions.  There 

will also be less cost to operate because less 

fuel — which will largely remain coal — will 

need to be purchased.

Approximately $3 million is budgeted 

for obtaining the necessary permits and a 

preliminary design of this project.  No of-

ficial plans have materialized at this point.

Coal and ash mechanic Jeff Pope removes deposits from one of the boilers -- decribed as one of the hottest, dirtiest jobs at the plant. Photo taken Sept. 22, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun Star

Repairs and replacement clouds power plant’s future
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Kara Perkins
Sun Star Reporter
Sherry Modrow has always felt a strong 

connection to Alaska. As a teen, she recalls 

feeling “displaced” when her family moved 

to the Lower 48. The day after Modrow’s 18th 

birthday, she returned to Alaska where she 

worked as a maid at the old Mt. McKinley 

Lodge in Denali National Park.

Years later, Modrow is deeply involved 

with the University of Alaska Fairbanks 

(UAF) as Chancellor Brian Rogers’s wife.

Overall, Rogers said, “our life partner-

ship and professional partnership blended 

so well.”

Though she isn’t technically employed 

at UAF, Modrow’s role as the chancellor’s 

wife keeps her very involved. Modrow em-

braces this. “I have a deep loyalty to this 

university; I am 100 percent committed,” 

she said.

Modrow’s involvement includes or-

ganizing and hosting various events.  The 

couple works together: when the schedule 

gets busy, they will share duties, splitting 

up and covering separate events that occur 

on the same day .  “We agreed to be a team 

at functions and social events at UAF,” said 

Modrow.

“She has learned to embrace the whole 

campus as surrogate children,” said Chris 

Rogers, her son. “She really cares about the 

students,” he added.

Being back in Alaska, surrounded by its 

beauty, taught Modrow about herself. “This 

is where I belong,” she said.

Longtime friend Mary Zalar agrees, 

describing Modrow as a “down-to-earth, 

strong, Alaskan woman.”

Sherry Modrow met her future hus-

band in the mid-70s while volunteering for 

a group they started, The Solstice Festival, 

a non-profit organization supporting live 

music in Fairbanks. “There was a group of 

musicians, artists, and creative folks around 

town that started putting on a music festival 

in 1975,” Modrow said. She eventually be-

came president of the festival. 

Rogers and Modrow didn’t immedi-

ately start dating. “He went to Juneau,” she 

said, “and we weren’t in touch again until 

I started volunteering for his campaign for 

State House in summer 1978.”

“We got to be friends and then — well, 

we’ve been together ever since,” she said. 

They decided to get married in 1979 during 

a canoe trip from Dawson, Yukon Territory, 

to Circle, Alaska.

Born in Nome, she was the first in her 

family to attend college. Modrow majored 

in French at UAF. She earned both her bach-

elor’s and her master’s degree from the uni-

versity.

In 1996, Rogers and Modrow started 

Information Insights, a project-consulting 

firm, along with business partner Ellen 

Ganley. Modrow remains a vice president 

and senior consultant at the firm.

Rogers became interim chancellor in 

2008. This assignment required Rogers and 

Modrow to leave their home of 30 years and 

move onto campus. Leaving their home was 

an adjustment, and Modrow said there was 

a “sudden change” from working together 

all the time, as they did over the past decade 

at Information Insights. The new position 

meant new and different responsibilities.

Rogers shed his interim status to accept 

full chancellorship in 2009. He describes 

the couple’s position at the university as a 

“blending of public and private space.“ The 

couple is accustomed to traffic in and out of 

their home, hosting and juggling numerous 

events.

With such a busy schedule, Rogers and 

Modrow often don’t have time to sit at the 

dinner table and chat, but Modrow said 

she and Rogers are “best friends” who will 

spend time to check in with each other to 

ask “what’s up.” They coordinate schedules 

and travel plans, talk about the university 

and discuss what is new in their sons’ “fasci-

nating lives,” as Modrow put it.

Married for 32 years, the couple has two 

sons, Tracy Rogers, 27 and Chris Rogers, 

30, both UAF alumni.  While Tracy recently 

earned his master’s degree studying sea ice, 

Chris and his wife now teach snowboarding 

in Colorado. Eventually, Modrow decided to 

learn how to snowboard from her son and 

daughter-in-law.

“It’s been a passion in my life for so long 

it’s bound to be a little bit contagious,” Chris 

Rogers said. From the time her sons were 

young, Modrow had the desire to learn. This 

adventurous side of Modrow did not come 

as a shock. One of Modrow’s favorite places 

to be is at fish camp on the Yukon River, 

where she has a commercial license.

“I am fortunate to feel that every place 

is my favorite place to be,” Modrow said. 

She added, “there is something to celebrate 

every day.”

UAF’s first lady devoted to students, snowboarding

Sherry Modrow at home on Sept. 14, 2011, surrounded by late summer foliage. Modrow is married to Chancellor 
Brian Rogers and lives at the official chancellors residence here at UAF. Kara Perkins/Sun Star
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Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Since 2000, the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks has focused on undergraduate 

research by investing money into student-

driven projects. For a decade, UAF has 

steadily shifted both attention and dollars 

toward creating research opportunities for 

undergraduates. Before, only scholarships 

in the Rasmuson Foundation provided 

funding to undergraduate students. Now 

a steady supply of money and attention 

comes from federal and state governments, 

the College of Liberal Arts, individual de-

partments and the new Undergraduate Re-

search and Scholarly Activity office.

As an undergraduate at the University 

of British Columbia, Barbara Taylor studied 

the feeding behavior and physiology of in-

tertidal marine snails. When she came to 

UAF, it was a “no brainer” to become in-

volved with undergraduate research as a 

faculty adviser, she said. “It was just what 

you did [as a professor],” she said. Now, she 

directs the new Undergraduate Research 

and Scholarly Activity (URSA) office.

URSA opened Sept. 12 and will eventu-

ally keep track of undergraduate research at 

UAF. 

Regardless of whether students con-

tinue their studies in graduate school, re-

search experience forces students to think 

critically, learn to solve problems and de-

velop communication skills, Taylor said. All 

of those attributes will benefit them outside 

of college. “Every employer is looking for 

stuff like that,”  Taylor added.

About 25 percent of students graduate 

from UAF with research experience, Taylor 

said, according to a survey given to gradu-

ating seniors. Upper division courses, inde-

pendent studies and fieldwork counted as 

research experience in this study.

These numbers can vary from depart-

ment to department. While the history de-

partment requires a senior thesis (which 

emphasizes original research), the earth sci-

ences department does not. The website for 

the biology and wildlife department boasts 

that 50 percent of their undergraduate stu-

dents are involved in research projects, both 

lab-based and in the field.

UAF aims to invest $300,000 per year 

into undergraduate research, Taylor said. 

Statistics for how much money UAF puts 

toward undergraduate research are currently 

unavailable.

When the university began tackling un-

dergraduate research with fervor in 2000, it 

began taking part in the Experimental Pro-

gram to Stimulate Competitive Research 

(EPSCoR). The EPSCoR program is overseen 

by the National Science Foundation. The 

program provides funding to both graduate 

and undergraduate research projects that 

dovetail with the program’s theme for that 

year. This year’s theme focuses on sustain-

ability and social-ecological systems.

Between 15 and 30 undergraduates 

apply for EPSCoR grants every year, ac-

cording to program communication-out-

reach coordinator Pips Veazey. On average, 

15 undergraduates receive funding each 

year. Students use that money to study 

projects in either the biological, physical or 

social sciences. “That’s one of our goals, to 

fund a broad spectrum of students,” Veazey 

said.

Undergraduate research improves a 

student’s chances of being accepted into 

graduate school, Veazey said. Students who 

graduate with research experience tend to 

have more confidence, skills and enthu-

siasm, he added. The deadline for applying 

for EPSCoR funding for 2012 is Friday, Sept. 

30, 2011.

In 2009, the College of Liberals Arts 

(CLA) began funding undergraduate re-

search. The college allocated $50,000 to fi-

nance the program in response to a report 

on undergraduate research written by Terry 

MacTaggart and Chancellor Brian Rogers.

The first year of the program gave 12 

students a total of $15,500, while the second 

year gave six students approximately $8,000. 

The program funded theses in both history 

and art, presentations at national confer-

ences, and peer-reviewed publications. One 

project, which combined linguistics with a 

search for extraterrestrial life, caught the eye 

of NASA.

Anita Hartmann spearheads CLA’s un-

dergraduate research initiative. Hartmann, 

the college’s associate dean, wrote the 

grants that allow CLA to fund its undergrad-

uate research projects. She also oversees the 

money’s dispersal. “My passion is under-

graduate research,” Hartmann said.

Hartmann, along with a third of CLA 

faculty, make regular donations to scholar-

ships in the Rasmuson Foundation, Hart-

mann said. She has the university auto-

deduct donations from her paycheck, she 

added.

Most research money within the col-

lege finds its way to the arts and humani-

ties. These areas tend to be better funded 

because those students apply for research 

grants more often, Hartmann said.

The college accepts applications for 

undergraduate research for the 2011-2012 

school year until Wednesday, Nov. 23, at 5 

p.m.

“[Undergraduate research] develops 

critical thinking skills, it develops team 

skills,” Hartmann said.

“When you come out of the university 

you don’t stop learning,” Hartmann said. 

People in today’s economy are not only 

re-training themselves, but also rethinking 

their lives in the face of economic down-

turn, she said. “You have to be a creative, 

critical thinker to face the challenges of the 

world,” she said.

News

Undergraduate research funding on the rise at UAF
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Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter
In the early afternoon on Saturday, 

Sept. 24, a soft rain drizzled down from the 

thick cloud cover while students built their 

bonfire structures in the Taku parking lot 

on lower campus. Sporting protective work-

gloves and hard hats, these students con-

tinued carefully stacking pallet upon pallet 

as their structures began to take shape. The 

work seemed to be almost over when a loud 

whoop emitted from the crowd as two more 

trucks pull up, filled to the brim with scrap 

pallets. Students worked together to unload 

the trucks as quickly as possible, as the rain 

seemed to be getting to them.

“We’re almost finished here,” said Jesse 

Manchester, a member of the APO team, as 

he walked around the Alpha Phi Omega fire 

structure that appeared to be shaped like 

UAF’s mascot, the polar bear, “all we have to 

do now is fill in the middle.”

Later that night, loud music pulsed 

through the crowd as students flooded the 

parking lot. Both freshmen new to the event 

and veteran attendees came Sept. 24 to 

experience this year’s continuation of the 

Starvation Gulch tradition. As officials pre-

pared for the lighting of the three bonfires 

while the UAF police and fire departments 

stood watch, students socialized, wandered 

throughout the maze of different booths, 

watched fire jugglers and ate free food. 

Hundreds of students, professors, and other 

Fairbanksans crowded around the three 

massive pallet structures, waiting for the 

fires to be lit. For many, this is the event that 

kicks off the rest of the school year, tying the 

UAF community together.

Though this event has been around for 

88 years, Starvation Gulch still remains a 

mystery to many students who have never 

experienced it before.

“To be honest, I had no idea what it 

would be like,” said freshman Alex Har-

rington, a first-time Starvation Gulch at-

tendee. “I thought it would just be one big 

bonfire, but I was glad to see all the different 

booths, and the DJ was a really great touch. I 

will definitely be back there next year.”

Keepers of the flame
Annual Starvation Gulch burns brightly

On Saturday, Sept. 24, 2011, Alphi Phi Omega team member Mickie Zakurdaew shows that safety is important as 
he dons his broomball helmet before he starts helping his teammates finish their bonfire structure. Erin McGroarty/
Sun Star

On Saturday, Sept. 24, 2011, the UAF Fire Department’s bonfire structure grew in height with each pallet as team 
members completed the finished touches the afternoon before the event. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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On Thursday, Sept. 22, 2011, the UAF Free Speech Wall, previously open to students, was morphed into a large advertisement for Starvation Gulch with a small schedule posted on the side. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star

The crowd of students, professors and other Fairbanks inhabitants grew as the three bonfires of Starvation Gulch were lit at 10 p.m. Saturday evening, Sept. 24, 2011. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter

Seeing the premiere of the documen-

tary “Strange and Sacred Noise” on Sept. 24 

in the Davis Concert Hall in the UAF Depart-

ment of Fine Arts wasn’t just like watching 

a film — it was more like a full-body expe-

rience. Howling sirens marking the sunrise 

over Alaska mountains were so intense that 

it was almost painful. Huge xylophones rang 

out while the Yukon River broke free of its 

icy mantle on the big screen, making it easy 

to imagine this was acoustically what bitter 

cold feels like.

Composer John Luther Adams was in-

spired during a several-day hiking trip with 

his wife on the Yukon River in 1989.

“I always dreamed about creating 

music that somehow is place. I tried to com-

pose this musical piece that has that sense 

of scale and feel of that kind of wilderness,” 

Adams said.

Living in Alaska since 1978, Adams, 58, 

was connected to the wilderness in a special 

way. “The experiences I had being alone in 

the tundra are above anything else the most 

powerful in my life,” Adams said. “When I 

am out there I feel connected to the large of 

the world. That is my church, being as close 

to religion as I can.”

As a composer for more than 40 years, 

the older Adams became, the less interested 

he was in the music in his hand than in the 

music in the world around him, he said. He 

started to create something that would ex-

press and transport both the feel and sound 

of nature.

“It’s like listening to the noise of a wa-

terfall and sculpt and shape it in a way until 

those voices are singing loud and clear,” 

Adams explained. It took him five years to 

create the 70-minute composition, com-

bining different components of Alaska’s 

wilderness: cloud formations that disap-

pear and form again, sunrises and sunsets, 

spring thaw and flowers moving their heads 

in a rough wind.

Robert Esler, one of the musicians who 

played in Adam’s piece, came up with the 

idea to play the composition where it was 

inspired, transforming the piece into a  film. 

In 2008, Doug Perkins, Steven Schick, Rober 

Esler, his wife Lisa Tolentino and UAF music 

professor Morris Palter made their way to 

the Yukon River to perform.

“We knew each other as musicians for a 

long time and we all have been enthusiastic 

about John and what he created,” Palter 

said at the premiere. “It ended up being an 

amazing experience. Performing that in that 

space is really overwhelming.”

Leonard Kamerling, the film curator at 

the UA Museum of the North, directed the 

film and not only transported his crew and 

video equipment into Alaska’s wilderness 

but also built all the instruments in the dif-

ferent locations.

Adams, Kamerling and Palter held 

question and answer session after the film. 

Adams started off the session by thanking 

Kamerling. “Today was the second time I’ve 

seen the film in its final version,” Adams 

said. “I am stoked by the way my friend 

Leonard honored the place and the musi-

cians who played.”

One viewer was irritated by loud se-

quences of screaming plastic sirens. A 

woman in the audience suggested to turn 

down the volume a bit because she almost 

“threw up.”

Adams wasn’t angered by that reaction 

at all. “It has to be that way, I want the music 

to be overwhelming and somewhere inbe-

tween beauty and fear,” he said.

Audience member Gerry Utermogle 

found the film challenging. “I tried to listen 

more than watch but the sound was some-

times a little too pure for my taste,” Uter-

mogle said.

Viewer Caroline Kremers, on the other 

hand, was completely overwhelmed.

“Yes it was sometimes hard to listen but 

I loved it for so many aspects,” Kremers said. 

“I was almost in tears about the intensity of 

being outdoors and to create such a huge 

project with so much artistry.”

Arctic quintet plays “strange and sacred noise”

Photo art from John Luther Adams’ album “A Strange and Sacred Noise.”
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Every year, the School of Natural Re-

sources and Agricultural Sciences (SNRAS) 

bids adieu to autumn with a tribute to out-

doorsmanship. Next Saturday, Oct. 1, Uni-

versity of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) students 

will compete in the 14th annual Farthest 

North Forest Sports Festival.

“This is totally, totally Fairbanks,” 

24-year-old graduate student Kristen Shake 

said.

The SNRAS Department of Forest 

Sciences founded the event in 1998. The 

festival is a free celebration for people to 

showcase their woodsman skills – including 

axe throwing, crosscut sawing, campfire 

building, birling, log rolling and more. 

Anyone older than 18 can join and there 

aren’t any registration requirements.

Whoever shows up and wants to par-

ticipate can compete individually or form 

a team of four to six people.  No experience 

is needed and most participants have little 

to no experience according to Professor 

David Valentine, the host of the event this 

year.  The two best overall competitors will 

be named “Belle of the Woods” and “Bull of 

the Woods.” Winners of each individual cat-

egory also can earn prizes.

Shake, the “Belle of the Woods” of 2009, 

competed against 120 other participants 

last year.

“You really get a glimpse of what Alaska, 

in an essence, is,” Shake said, “and Alaska is 

wilderness that people have decided to em-

brace.”

Shake hasn’t missed a single festival in 

the last six years – she has canceled other 

trips to attend. She recommends wearing 

“woolies,” which are thermal underwear, 

and staying near “the big ol’ bonfire to try 

not to freeze your butt off.”

Emily Hemenway, 25, took first place 

in the birling competition last year.  Birlers 

balance on a floating log in the water with a 

competitor and try not to fall off first.  “I’m 

looking forward to defending my title, “ she 

said. “I hope it’s not cold.” She has com-

peted since her freshman year, 2005, and 

only missed one festival. She hopes to par-

ticipate this year and encourages everyone 

to join the crowd.

“If you just show up by yourself and 

somebody needs an extra person, they’re 

just like ‘hey, come join our team,’” Hem-

enway said.

The festival begins Saturday at 10 a.m. in 

the Fairbanks Experiment Farm across from 

the Georgeson Botanical Garden. The com-

petition will move over to Ballaine Lake on 

Farmers Loop Road at 1 p.m. for the water-

based activities, which will end around 3 

p.m. The Resources Management Society 

will provide free hot drinks and food.

Sarah Pegemmaro competes in the Axe Throw at the 2010 Forest Games.

UAF limbers up for Forest Games
Sports
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Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

• A flu vaccine can’t give you the flu.
Answer: True.
The flu vaccine cannot cause flu illness. The viruses in the            

 vaccine are either killed (flu shot) or weakened (nasal spray
vacccine), which means they cannot cause infection.
• The “stomach flu” and influenza are the same thing.
Answer: False.
The flu is a respiratory (lung) disease, not a stomach or intestinal disease. The main
 symptoms of the flu are fever (usually high), headache, extreme tiredness, dry cough, sore
throat and muscle aches. Stomach symptoms, such as nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea,
also  can occur but are more common in children than adults.
• Getting a flu vaccine in January or later is not too late.
Answer: True.
While the CDC recommends that people get vaccinated in the fall, it’s not too late if you get
the vaccine in the winter months. Influenza activity usually peaks in February most years,
but disease can occur as late as May.
• Flu viruses change constantly which requires a new flu vaccine to be
produced each year.
Answer: True.
The viruses in the vaccine change each year based on worldwide monitoring of influenza
viruses. There are usually 3 viral strains included in the flu shot.
• Washing your hands is the best thing you can do to protect against the flu.
Answer: False.
CDC recommends a flu vaccine as the first and most important step in protecting against
the flu. However, preventive actions like covering your cough and washing your hands
often are important everyday steps that can help stop the spread of germs.
• The flu is typically spread through coughs and/or sneezes.
Answer: True.
Flu virus is mainly spread through droplets from coughs and sneezes.
• The flu is not a serious illness.
Answer: False.
Flu is a serious contagious disease. Each year in the United States, on average, more than
200,000 people are hospitalized from flu complications and 36,000 people die from flu.
• We will be holding the following Flu Immuniation outreach clinics at the
following places and times:
Tuesday, October 4 MBS lobby 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Tuesday, October 11 Gruening Room 303 12:45PM to 2 PM

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the 

Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 
or visit our Web site at 

www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 
Say it here. 
The Sun Star welcomes reader
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 

author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 

letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box 

756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Dear Editor,
I was really happy to read the recent story about the Equinox Marathon written 

and photographed by Erin McGroarty. It was a very interesting, well-written ar-
ticle and her photos were excellent. I also liked her recent work covering the re-
cent cross country race . I’ll be watching for more stories and photos. Good work!

Sincerely, John Lyle, UAF Alum

Job well done

Opinion
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Top 10 Student Slacking Excuses
Most every college student has a day (or six) when he or she doesn’t feel like going 

to class or doing homework. Yet the reasons professors get for these lapses could really 

use an overhaul. Please, get creative, or better yet  — be honest. Most professors would 

rather hear the truth.  All of the excuses below are real, received in most cases via email, 

by a professor and her colleagues at UAF.  Employ any of the following at your own risk.

Slow System
“I regret to inform you that I will not be attending class today. I have food poisoning

and have been sick for the past few days.”

Forgot to Pay the Technology Fee
“I couldn’t do the assignment because my computer crashed.”

It Hurts Me to Watch You Lecture
“I won’t be in class today because I have a sore throat.”

Violent Ungulates
“There was a moose in my driveway and I was afraid to walk to my car.”

Alfred Hitchcock Redux
“I’m sorry but a bird pooped on me on the way to class and I had to go home and

change my shirt and wash my hair again.”

Time Off for No Behavior
“I’m going to miss the first week of class because I’m going to be in Hawaii. Can you

send me the assignments and lecture notes via FedEx and I’ll turn them in when I get

back? “

Gender Identity
“I’m going to miss class on Thursday because my mother is having a vasectomy.”

Up All Night
“I am not finished with my presentation for tomorrow. I am hoping that you will let

me go on Tuesday instead. I just need to sleep.”

 

Espionage?
“I will likely miss class Monday. It will be for a very legitimate reason.”

Time Travel
“Hey, sorry I wasn’t in class on Wednesday. I thought it was Thursday alllll day.”

Leisure
Duly Noted
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