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This report is based on the information 

published by the University Police Depart-

ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 

with crimes in this report are presumed in-

nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Brave woman
A female visited the UAF Police Depart-

ment on Sept. 20 and reported sexual as-
saults over the course of three to four weeks 
by a specific suspect in the dorms. The sus-
pect had prior acquaintance with her and 
poses no threat to anyone else staying in the 
dorms, police said. Alaska State Troopers 
are helping with the ongoing investigation.

Free parking
On Sept. 22, a complainant reported 

theft of a UAF parking decal after leaving the 
window rolled down in Taku Lot. The decal 
has not been recovered and the suspect has 
not been found.

Strange road
A contractor reported the theft of a 2009 

Honda ATV on Sept. 22. The ATV had been 
on a trailer while the contractor was in-
stalling a UAF antenna on Range Road. No 
suspects were seen and the investigation is 
still in progress.

Safety dance?
Two individuals were found passed out 

from alcoholic intoxication at the MBS com-
plex on Sept. 24 during the Safety Dance. 
One 19-year-old male was found near the 
stairs and was taken to the Fairbanks Cor-
rectional Center to sleep and was cited and 
required to appear in court as a minor con-
suming alcohol. Another adult, older than 
21, was found passed out in the dorms and 
was taken to the Fairbanks Correctional 
Center for protective custody.

When taking a test is not that bad
Police responded to a report of a 

19-year-old man from Fairbanks driving 
dangerously. He was swerving and hit a curb 
on Sept. 24. The officer found the matching 
vehicle parked in the middle of the intersec-
tion in front of Wickersham Hall. Police con-
tacted the driver and arrested him for DUI. 
He was transported to the Fairbanks Correc-
tional Center and charged with DUI, refusal 
to submit to a chemical test, possession of a 
marijuana pipe, minor operating after con-

suming, and refusal of a preliminary breath 
test.

Celebrating with punch
There was a physical fight between two 

women at the Taku parking lot during the 
Starvation Gulch bonfires on Sept. 24. One 
of the women reported being assaulted and 
the charges went the District Attorney’s of-
fice.

A birthday she will never forget
UAF police assisted Alaska State 

Troopers with a disturbance report. A 
neighbor complained of a large and loud 
party on Doc John Drive on Sept. 25. An 
18-year-old woman hosted the party to cel-
ebrate her birthday.  She was cited and re-
quired to appear in court for furnishing and 
soliciting alcohol to minors and charged 
with minor consuming.  Another minor was 
also charged with underage consuming.

North Carolina extremist fans
Two males attacked a heating, ventila-

tion and air conditioning worker with box 
cutters after he told them to stop climbing a 
flag pole in the core area of the UAF campus 
on Sept. 27.  He was not injured, though 
there was a physical altercation, according 
to UAF police.  The suspects fled with a 
stolen North Carolina flag.

Advice for the week: 
If you feel depressed or stressed, do not 

harm yourself or others; talk to someone 
about your problems instead.  If you are in 
danger or sexual, mental, physical or emo-
tional abuse, do not fear getting help.  There 
are people out there experiencing the same 
problems, so find someone whom you feel 
comfortable talking to.  All of the services 
offered to students can be found in the 
Resident Handbook at http://www.uaf.edu/
reslife/handbook.pdf.  Also, do not hesitate 
to contact the police.  At first, the thought 
may seem scary or embarrassing, but they 
are understanding and it is something they 
are used to handling.

“We’re open 24/7,” UAFPD Lt. Kyle Car-
rington said.  “If they want to sit down and 
have a cup of coffee and talk about things 
that are bothering them, we can do that.”

Do not be scared to help a friend, either.  
If things seem out of the norm, call the po-
lice department so that they can check up on 
that person.  There are many services within 
walking distance available to students.

Also, make sure to drive slowly and care-
fully in the parking lots.  They are crowded 
during school hours and there have been 
a lot of accidents lately.  Drivers often back 
into parked vehicles, so remember to keep 
an eye on the surrounding vehicles.

This Week

The Sun Star
Volume XXXI Number 6

October 4, 2011

Staff
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Heather Bryant
editor@uafsunstar.com

(907) 474-5078

COPY EDITOR
Kelsey Gobroski

LAYOUT EDITOR
Galen Lott

layout@uafsunstar.com
(907) 474-6039

PHOTO EDITOR
Jeremia Schrock

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
Jeremy Smith

web@uafsunstar.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Jordan Shilling

ads@uafsunstar..com
(907) 474-7540

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
Fernanda Chamorro

distribution@uafsunstar.com

REPORTERS
Fred Monrean

Lilly Necker
Erin McGroarty

Kara Perkins

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Fred Monrean

Lilly Necker
Erin McGroarty

Kara Perkins

ADVISOR
Lynne Lott

The Sun Star’s mission as 
a campus voice for UAF is 
to report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce and 

chronicle events and provide 
a forum for expressions of 

opinion.

EDITORIAL OFFICES
101G Wood Center

P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-6039

Ads Dept: (907) 474-7540
Fax: (907) 474-5508

www.uafsunstar.com

Corrections:
In the Sept. 27 issue in “Bears of war: Nanook ROTC cadets train for battle” we reported 

that students needed a 2.0 GPA to be in ROTC. Students actually need a 2.5 GPA to be in 

ROTC. It was also written that Raye Diamond would commission as a Captain. Diamond 

will actually commission as a second lieutenant. We apologize for the errors. 

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

UAF alumni Andrew Brenner throws pulp during the 
2011 Forest Games. Four stakes set into the ground in 
a four-foot by 15-foot rectangle make the playing field 
where four-foot long poles are tossed from one end to the 
other.  Points are scored when contestants can make a 
log land between the two stakes opposite from the end 
they are throwing.  Fred Monrean/ Sun Star 
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The Sun Star is a 

newspaper that be-

longs to its readers. 

The Sun Star is a rare 

blend of a student 

organization and a 

student business. This 

newspaper receives 

$2.45 every semester from each student who 

pays the Student Activities fee. The rest of 

the budget comes from Sun Star staff selling 

advertising. Students have a stake in The 

Sun Star from start to finish.

Over the past few months, we con-

ducted a reader survey to find out what 

readers like and don’t like about the paper. 

Fifty-one people responded.

Readers answered a series of questions, 

rated content and appearance, provided 

information for ad sales and made sugges-

tions for what they want to see in future 

articles. Many of the respondents also left 

comments about the Sun Star’s content or 

appearance.

“I really enjoy reading the Sun Star in its 

print form. I always pick it up before heading 

to my dorm each week and it’s a great read,” 

one respondent wrote.

Some readers also thought The Sun Star 

should be an independent entity, they said. 

In the survey, 80 percent of respondents felt 

that The Sun Star was money was well spent. 

Also, 60 percent felt that 

The Sun Star should be 

an independent entity 

receiving its own fee. 

Currently The Sun Star 

is under a governance 

agreement with ASUAF. 

We receive seven per-

cent of the Student Ac-

tivities fee. Additionally, 

two ASUAF representa-

tives are on The Sun Star 

publication board.

“Why isn’t the Sun 

Star an independent 

entity? Shouldn’t it be tied closer to the 

Journalism department as opposed to the 

student government?” one reader wrote. “I 

hope to see the Sun Star branch away from 

ASUAF some day,” another said.

A majority of survey takers rated The 

Sun Star as “pretty good” or “amazing” 

in the areas of news content, photos and 

overall appearance.

Last year, The Sun Star brought home 

awards for both writing and page design.

Though 88 percent of respondents indi-

cated they get most of their news online, 71 

percent reported that 

they read The Sun Star 

in print, or read both 

the online and print 

version.

We also asked 

readers to rank their 

favorite sections in the 

newspaper. Campus 

Life stories were the 

most popular followed 

by the Blotter and 

ASUAF Briefs. General 

News and Arts and En-

tertainment rounded 

out the top five categories.

Readers by far wanted to see more event 

previews, followed by investigative stories.

“The worst is reading about an event I 

was waiting for and realizing it had already 

passed. I feel like the Sun Star has a LOT of 

potential that has yet to be tapped,” one re-

spondent wrote. 

“Be more like a college newspaper, get 

investigative,” wrote another.

In response to the survey, we are in-

creasing event previews. We are also trying 

to increase the variety of events and topics 

we cover to reflect the diversity of interests 

on campus. We will try our best to cover 

what matters to you, but sometimes our 

budget limits what we can do.

In the coming months we will reach out 

to you to have a conversation about the fu-

ture of The Sun Star. We have a lot of ideas 

moving forward to increase the quality and 

content of The Sun Star, and we hope that 

you will be a part of it.

The Sun Star will continue to work hard 

and be a student business that invests in 

students with leadership experience and 

job training while providing the UAF com-

munity with the news it needs.

The full results of the survey are posted 

on the Sun Star site at www.uafsunstar.com.

Editorial

We asked, you answered

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
The Sun Star

Politics

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Senators in attendance
Robert Kinnard III

Chelsea Holt

John Netardus

Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita

Jennifer Chambers

Andy Chamberlain

Will Collingwood

Michael Golub

Christian Burns-Shafer

Senators absent
Jesse Cervin

Arthur Martin

Timothy Grediagin

Officers in attendance
Dillon Ball (vice president)

Josh Banks (government relations director)

Acevedo resigns
Aaron Acevedo resigned his seat in 

the senate. No one at the meeting gave any 

reason for his resignation.

New senator
The senate confirmed Christian Burns-

Shafer as its newest senator. Burns-Shafer 

is a mathematics freshmen and has been 

interested in the student government since 

last year, he said.

Senate clerk hired
Arthur Martin was hired as the ASUAF 

senate clerk. The senate clerk is responsible 

for keeping the minutes at senate meetings. 

It is a 10-hour-per-week position and pays 

$3,300 annually.

TAB members named
The senate appointed Kayla Kubicke 

and ASUAF senators Andy Chamberlain 

and Jennifer Chambers to the Technology 

Advisory Board. The board oversees how the 

UAF technology fee is spent. The fee charges 

students $5 per credit hour and funds proj-

ects that “enhance student access to tech-

nology,” according to the TAB website. In 

spring 2012, the fee will fund new rentable 

laptops for the Rasmuson Library and new 

lenses for the journalism department.

RISE board members named
Brett Parks, Michaela Swanson and 

Wyatt Hurlbut were reconfirmed to the Re-

view of Infrastructure, Sustainability and 

Energy (RISE) board. The RISE board over-

sees the spending of funds generated by 

the Student Initiative for Renewable Energy 

Now (SIREN) fee. All three members have 

been on the board since at least the spring 

semester.

Club council legislation passes
By a vote of  8-0-0, “SB 177-009: First 

Meeting of Club Council” was passed by the 

senate. The bill will amend section 720.2.2 of 

the ASUAF bylaws to push back the deadline 

of the first meeting of club council in both 

the fall and spring semesters.

Combined committees bill fails
By a vote of 5-4-0, “SB 177-010: Com-

bination of Committees” was not passed 

by the senate. The vote was done by roll 

call, which means it needed a two-thirds 

majority to pass. The bill would have tem-

porarily combined the university relations 

and executive committees into one body. 

Michael Golub sponsored the bill. Golub 

believed that the size of the senate was 

insufficient to meet the needs of five com-

mittees, he said. The senate currently has 

11 out of a possible 20 committee-eligible 

members. Each committee needs at least 

four members to be considered functional, 

which means most senators are on at least 

two committees. Chelsea Holt, Sophia 

Grzeskowiak-Amezquita, Christian Burns-

Shafer, Robert Kinnard III and Michael 

Golub voted in favor of the bill, while Will 

Collingwood, John Netardus, Andy Cham-

berlain and Jesse Cervin (by proxy vote) 

voted against it.

ASUAF Oct. 2 meeting highlights
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Allan Spangler, UAF graduate with a degree in mechanical engineering, winds up before throwing an ax while a 
member of his team, Nina Schwinghammer, cheers him on.  

A log birling participant during the annual Forest Games held on Sat., Oct. 1, 2011. The goal of log birling is to keep 
one’s balance on a floating log. Whoever falls into the water first, loses. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun Star

A participant at the 2011 Forest Games takes part in the pulpwood toss on Sat., Oct. 1, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun 
Star
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter
I woke up to a cold late autumn 

morning Oct. 1 extremely nervous, thinking 

of freezing water chilling my skin. �ere 

were still a couple of hours left to consider 

chickening out. I dressed up in layers of 

warm clothing and headed out. In a few 

short hours I would compete in the 14th An-

nual Farthest North Forest Sports Festival. 

�e School of Natural Resources and Agri-

cultural Sciences has held the event every 

year since 1998.

By 11a.m., dozens of people had shown 

up for the �rst part of the competition at the 

Fairbanks Experiment Farm. In two hours 

they would move to Ballaine Lake for the 

birling competition, where contestants bal-

anced on a �oating log. For now the partici-

pants moved between various events: axe 

throwing, the pulp toss, the bow saw and 

double buck saw, and log rolling. �ey also 

stopped for hot chocolate and co�ee at the 

registration table.

I signed in and bumped into two other 

people who were signing up. I met one of 

them — Erika Tobin — earlier for another 

story, but didn’t recognize her.  Erika, the 

president of the UAF Society of Mining Engi-

neering, wore a stylish blue hat to the event. 

Suvi Autio, a student from Finland, had red 

dreadlocks and glasses that made her green 

eyes stand out. I asked if they needed an-

other teammate, they said it was their �rst 

time participating and they were not sure 

how many teammates there had to be. Since 

it had to be a team of four to six, they let me 

join and asked another guy to join us, too. 

Jesse Cervin, a UAF mining engineer, had 

dark hair, green eyes and a plaid shirt. Since 

Erika and Suvi were teammates, Jesse was 

my partner for the two-person events. We 

became “Team Awesome.”

Teams had to decide the order they 

wanted to register for events, so we headed 

to wherever the line was short.

We began with the axe throw in which 

we hurled the axe of our choice about 10 

feet to attempt hitting the center of a target. 

Competitors make it seem so easy, but the 

axes are heavy and one has to try to throw 

it exactly right, not too soft and not too 

hard either. Imuya Dooley, winner of the 

axe throwing competition, described it as 

similar to batting a ball because it has to be 

so precise.

Only one of my axes made it near the 

target, but it didn’t stick. Jesse made all three 

of his throws within the target and came 

very close to the center on two of them.

�e pulp toss came next.  �ere were 

four approximately three-foot-long logs 

and we tossed each, trying to land them be-

tween two stakes about 10 feet away to score 

a point. Each team was timed for how long it 

took the four members to score 16 points. It 

is almost like horseshoe pitching, event host 

David Valentine said.

Next, we decided to saw. �ere was an 

individual competition performed with a 

bow saw, which required some arm strength, 

and a partner competition done with a buck 

saw that required cooperation.  �e partner 

competition was a ton of fun because the 

two members had to work together. �e 

trick was to pull, because pushing caused 

the saw to get stuck. Suvi and Erika won �rst 

place in the women’s double buck competi-

tion.

Before driving over to the lake, we 

ended with the log rolling competition. 

Teammates had to use peaveys to roll a log 

to a determined �nish line by touching two 

stakes, one on each end of the log. �anks to 

our strategy, Jesse and I took less than two 

minutes — we hooked one end of the log 

with peaveys to pull it and then pushed it, 

turn it in in such a way that it touched the 

stakes. Sadly, it did not work out so well for 

our teammates. It took Erika and Suvi about 

10 minutes to �nish the same event. �ey 

didn’t give up, and managed to get a big 

crowd cheering for them.

Contestants had the fortune of it being a 

sunny, windless day at the lake. �e parking 

lot was full and vehicles lined the shoulders 

of the road. �e �re building competition 

was �rst so that there would be a big �re 

going once birling was over. �ere were not 

enough logs so only two members of each 

team could participate. Suvi and Erika built 

ours. All the �res were then piled together to 

form one big �re.

Our team signed up for the birling com-

petition and I ended up competing against 

my teammate, Erika.

I quickly changed to light clothes and 

stepped into the cold, dark water to hop 

onto the huge old log that is used every 

year, according to Erika. We came so close 

to falling in at the same time, but Erika held 

out longer than me. It was so much fun and 

did not take long to get warmed up again. 

We had hot dogs and stayed near the �re 

afterwards. Emily Hemenway defended her 

title as she said she would, taking �rst place 

in the women’s birling contest. “Balance 

prevails over all,” she said.

Sports

Seeing the forest (games) for the trees

Fernanda Chamorro, a Sun Star reporter, takes part in the bucksaw competition during the 2011 Forest Games. Her 
partner in the competition was Jesse Cervin (o�-camera). Oct. 1, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun Star
























