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This report is based on the information 

published by the University Police Depart-

ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 

with crimes in this report are presumed in-

nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Brave woman
A female visited the UAF Police Depart-

ment on Sept. 20 and reported sexual as-
saults over the course of three to four weeks 
by a specific suspect in the dorms. The sus-
pect had prior acquaintance with her and 
poses no threat to anyone else staying in the 
dorms, police said. Alaska State Troopers 
are helping with the ongoing investigation.

Free parking
On Sept. 22, a complainant reported 

theft of a UAF parking decal after leaving the 
window rolled down in Taku Lot. The decal 
has not been recovered and the suspect has 
not been found.

Strange road
A contractor reported the theft of a 2009 

Honda ATV on Sept. 22. The ATV had been 
on a trailer while the contractor was in-
stalling a UAF antenna on Range Road. No 
suspects were seen and the investigation is 
still in progress.

Safety dance?
Two individuals were found passed out 

from alcoholic intoxication at the MBS com-
plex on Sept. 24 during the Safety Dance. 
One 19-year-old male was found near the 
stairs and was taken to the Fairbanks Cor-
rectional Center to sleep and was cited and 
required to appear in court as a minor con-
suming alcohol. Another adult, older than 
21, was found passed out in the dorms and 
was taken to the Fairbanks Correctional 
Center for protective custody.

When taking a test is not that bad
Police responded to a report of a 

19-year-old man from Fairbanks driving 
dangerously. He was swerving and hit a curb 
on Sept. 24. The officer found the matching 
vehicle parked in the middle of the intersec-
tion in front of Wickersham Hall. Police con-
tacted the driver and arrested him for DUI. 
He was transported to the Fairbanks Correc-
tional Center and charged with DUI, refusal 
to submit to a chemical test, possession of a 
marijuana pipe, minor operating after con-

suming, and refusal of a preliminary breath 
test.

Celebrating with punch
There was a physical fight between two 

women at the Taku parking lot during the 
Starvation Gulch bonfires on Sept. 24. One 
of the women reported being assaulted and 
the charges went the District Attorney’s of-
fice.

A birthday she will never forget
UAF police assisted Alaska State 

Troopers with a disturbance report. A 
neighbor complained of a large and loud 
party on Doc John Drive on Sept. 25. An 
18-year-old woman hosted the party to cel-
ebrate her birthday.  She was cited and re-
quired to appear in court for furnishing and 
soliciting alcohol to minors and charged 
with minor consuming.  Another minor was 
also charged with underage consuming.

North Carolina extremist fans
Two males attacked a heating, ventila-

tion and air conditioning worker with box 
cutters after he told them to stop climbing a 
flag pole in the core area of the UAF campus 
on Sept. 27.  He was not injured, though 
there was a physical altercation, according 
to UAF police.  The suspects fled with a 
stolen North Carolina flag.

Advice for the week: 
If you feel depressed or stressed, do not 

harm yourself or others; talk to someone 
about your problems instead.  If you are in 
danger or sexual, mental, physical or emo-
tional abuse, do not fear getting help.  There 
are people out there experiencing the same 
problems, so find someone whom you feel 
comfortable talking to.  All of the services 
offered to students can be found in the 
Resident Handbook at http://www.uaf.edu/
reslife/handbook.pdf.  Also, do not hesitate 
to contact the police.  At first, the thought 
may seem scary or embarrassing, but they 
are understanding and it is something they 
are used to handling.

“We’re open 24/7,” UAFPD Lt. Kyle Car-
rington said.  “If they want to sit down and 
have a cup of coffee and talk about things 
that are bothering them, we can do that.”

Do not be scared to help a friend, either.  
If things seem out of the norm, call the po-
lice department so that they can check up on 
that person.  There are many services within 
walking distance available to students.

Also, make sure to drive slowly and care-
fully in the parking lots.  They are crowded 
during school hours and there have been 
a lot of accidents lately.  Drivers often back 
into parked vehicles, so remember to keep 
an eye on the surrounding vehicles.
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Corrections:
In the Sept. 27 issue in “Bears of war: Nanook ROTC cadets train for battle” we reported 

that students needed a 2.0 GPA to be in ROTC. Students actually need a 2.5 GPA to be in 

ROTC. It was also written that Raye Diamond would commission as a Captain. Diamond 

will actually commission as a second lieutenant. We apologize for the errors. 

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

UAF alumni Andrew Brenner throws pulp during the 
2011 Forest Games. Four stakes set into the ground in 
a four-foot by 15-foot rectangle make the playing field 
where four-foot long poles are tossed from one end to the 
other.  Points are scored when contestants can make a 
log land between the two stakes opposite from the end 
they are throwing.  Fred Monrean/ Sun Star 
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The Sun Star is a 

newspaper that be-

longs to its readers. 

The Sun Star is a rare 

blend of a student 

organization and a 

student business. This 

newspaper receives 

$2.45 every semester from each student who 

pays the Student Activities fee. The rest of 

the budget comes from Sun Star staff selling 

advertising. Students have a stake in The 

Sun Star from start to finish.

Over the past few months, we con-

ducted a reader survey to find out what 

readers like and don’t like about the paper. 

Fifty-one people responded.

Readers answered a series of questions, 

rated content and appearance, provided 

information for ad sales and made sugges-

tions for what they want to see in future 

articles. Many of the respondents also left 

comments about the Sun Star’s content or 

appearance.

“I really enjoy reading the Sun Star in its 

print form. I always pick it up before heading 

to my dorm each week and it’s a great read,” 

one respondent wrote.

Some readers also thought The Sun Star 

should be an independent entity, they said. 

In the survey, 80 percent of respondents felt 

that The Sun Star was money was well spent. 

Also, 60 percent felt that 

The Sun Star should be 

an independent entity 

receiving its own fee. 

Currently The Sun Star 

is under a governance 

agreement with ASUAF. 

We receive seven per-

cent of the Student Ac-

tivities fee. Additionally, 

two ASUAF representa-

tives are on The Sun Star 

publication board.

“Why isn’t the Sun 

Star an independent 

entity? Shouldn’t it be tied closer to the 

Journalism department as opposed to the 

student government?” one reader wrote. “I 

hope to see the Sun Star branch away from 

ASUAF some day,” another said.

A majority of survey takers rated The 

Sun Star as “pretty good” or “amazing” 

in the areas of news content, photos and 

overall appearance.

Last year, The Sun Star brought home 

awards for both writing and page design.

Though 88 percent of respondents indi-

cated they get most of their news online, 71 

percent reported that 

they read The Sun Star 

in print, or read both 

the online and print 

version.

We also asked 

readers to rank their 

favorite sections in the 

newspaper. Campus 

Life stories were the 

most popular followed 

by the Blotter and 

ASUAF Briefs. General 

News and Arts and En-

tertainment rounded 

out the top five categories.

Readers by far wanted to see more event 

previews, followed by investigative stories.

“The worst is reading about an event I 

was waiting for and realizing it had already 

passed. I feel like the Sun Star has a LOT of 

potential that has yet to be tapped,” one re-

spondent wrote. 

“Be more like a college newspaper, get 

investigative,” wrote another.

In response to the survey, we are in-

creasing event previews. We are also trying 

to increase the variety of events and topics 

we cover to reflect the diversity of interests 

on campus. We will try our best to cover 

what matters to you, but sometimes our 

budget limits what we can do.

In the coming months we will reach out 

to you to have a conversation about the fu-

ture of The Sun Star. We have a lot of ideas 

moving forward to increase the quality and 

content of The Sun Star, and we hope that 

you will be a part of it.

The Sun Star will continue to work hard 

and be a student business that invests in 

students with leadership experience and 

job training while providing the UAF com-

munity with the news it needs.

The full results of the survey are posted 

on the Sun Star site at www.uafsunstar.com.

Editorial

We asked, you answered

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
The Sun Star

Politics

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Senators in attendance
Robert Kinnard III

Chelsea Holt

John Netardus

Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita

Jennifer Chambers

Andy Chamberlain

Will Collingwood

Michael Golub

Christian Burns-Shafer

Senators absent
Jesse Cervin

Arthur Martin

Timothy Grediagin

Officers in attendance
Dillon Ball (vice president)

Josh Banks (government relations director)

Acevedo resigns
Aaron Acevedo resigned his seat in 

the senate. No one at the meeting gave any 

reason for his resignation.

New senator
The senate confirmed Christian Burns-

Shafer as its newest senator. Burns-Shafer 

is a mathematics freshmen and has been 

interested in the student government since 

last year, he said.

Senate clerk hired
Arthur Martin was hired as the ASUAF 

senate clerk. The senate clerk is responsible 

for keeping the minutes at senate meetings. 

It is a 10-hour-per-week position and pays 

$3,300 annually.

TAB members named
The senate appointed Kayla Kubicke 

and ASUAF senators Andy Chamberlain 

and Jennifer Chambers to the Technology 

Advisory Board. The board oversees how the 

UAF technology fee is spent. The fee charges 

students $5 per credit hour and funds proj-

ects that “enhance student access to tech-

nology,” according to the TAB website. In 

spring 2012, the fee will fund new rentable 

laptops for the Rasmuson Library and new 

lenses for the journalism department.

RISE board members named
Brett Parks, Michaela Swanson and 

Wyatt Hurlbut were reconfirmed to the Re-

view of Infrastructure, Sustainability and 

Energy (RISE) board. The RISE board over-

sees the spending of funds generated by 

the Student Initiative for Renewable Energy 

Now (SIREN) fee. All three members have 

been on the board since at least the spring 

semester.

Club council legislation passes
By a vote of  8-0-0, “SB 177-009: First 

Meeting of Club Council” was passed by the 

senate. The bill will amend section 720.2.2 of 

the ASUAF bylaws to push back the deadline 

of the first meeting of club council in both 

the fall and spring semesters.

Combined committees bill fails
By a vote of 5-4-0, “SB 177-010: Com-

bination of Committees” was not passed 

by the senate. The vote was done by roll 

call, which means it needed a two-thirds 

majority to pass. The bill would have tem-

porarily combined the university relations 

and executive committees into one body. 

Michael Golub sponsored the bill. Golub 

believed that the size of the senate was 

insufficient to meet the needs of five com-

mittees, he said. The senate currently has 

11 out of a possible 20 committee-eligible 

members. Each committee needs at least 

four members to be considered functional, 

which means most senators are on at least 

two committees. Chelsea Holt, Sophia 

Grzeskowiak-Amezquita, Christian Burns-

Shafer, Robert Kinnard III and Michael 

Golub voted in favor of the bill, while Will 

Collingwood, John Netardus, Andy Cham-

berlain and Jesse Cervin (by proxy vote) 

voted against it.

ASUAF Oct. 2 meeting highlights
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Allan Spangler, UAF graduate with a degree in mechanical engineering, winds up before throwing an ax while a 
member of his team, Nina Schwinghammer, cheers him on.  

A log birling participant during the annual Forest Games held on Sat., Oct. 1, 2011. The goal of log birling is to keep 
one’s balance on a floating log. Whoever falls into the water first, loses. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun Star

A participant at the 2011 Forest Games takes part in the pulpwood toss on Sat., Oct. 1, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun 
Star
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter
I woke up to a cold late autumn 

morning Oct. 1 extremely nervous, thinking 

of freezing water chilling my skin. There 

were still a couple of hours left to consider 

chickening out. I dressed up in layers of 

warm clothing and headed out. In a few 

short hours I would compete in the 14th An-

nual Farthest North Forest Sports Festival. 

The School of Natural Resources and Agri-

cultural Sciences has held the event every 

year since 1998.

By 11a.m., dozens of people had shown 

up for the first part of the competition at the 

Fairbanks Experiment Farm. In two hours 

they would move to Ballaine Lake for the 

birling competition, where contestants bal-

anced on a floating log. For now the partici-

pants moved between various events: axe 

throwing, the pulp toss, the bow saw and 

double buck saw, and log rolling. They also 

stopped for hot chocolate and coffee at the 

registration table.

I signed in and bumped into two other 

people who were signing up. I met one of 

them — Erika Tobin — earlier for another 

story, but didn’t recognize her.  Erika, the 

president of the UAF Society of Mining Engi-

neering, wore a stylish blue hat to the event. 

Suvi Autio, a student from Finland, had red 

dreadlocks and glasses that made her green 

eyes stand out. I asked if they needed an-

other teammate, they said it was their first 

time participating and they were not sure 

how many teammates there had to be. Since 

it had to be a team of four to six, they let me 

join and asked another guy to join us, too. 

Jesse Cervin, a UAF mining engineer, had 

dark hair, green eyes and a plaid shirt. Since 

Erika and Suvi were teammates, Jesse was 

my partner for the two-person events. We 

became “Team Awesome.”

Teams had to decide the order they 

wanted to register for events, so we headed 

to wherever the line was short.

We began with the axe throw in which 

we hurled the axe of our choice about 10 

feet to attempt hitting the center of a target. 

Competitors make it seem so easy, but the 

axes are heavy and one has to try to throw 

it exactly right, not too soft and not too 

hard either. Imuya Dooley, winner of the 

axe throwing competition, described it as 

similar to batting a ball because it has to be 

so precise.

Only one of my axes made it near the 

target, but it didn’t stick. Jesse made all three 

of his throws within the target and came 

very close to the center on two of them.

The pulp toss came next.  There were 

four approximately three-foot-long logs 

and we tossed each, trying to land them be-

tween two stakes about 10 feet away to score 

a point. Each team was timed for how long it 

took the four members to score 16 points. It 

is almost like horseshoe pitching, event host 

David Valentine said.

Next, we decided to saw. There was an 

individual competition performed with a 

bow saw, which required some arm strength, 

and a partner competition done with a buck 

saw that required cooperation.  The partner 

competition was a ton of fun because the 

two members had to work together. The 

trick was to pull, because pushing caused 

the saw to get stuck. Suvi and Erika won first 

place in the women’s double buck competi-

tion.

Before driving over to the lake, we 

ended with the log rolling competition. 

Teammates had to use peaveys to roll a log 

to a determined finish line by touching two 

stakes, one on each end of the log. Thanks to 

our strategy, Jesse and I took less than two 

minutes — we hooked one end of the log 

with peaveys to pull it and then pushed it, 

turn it in in such a way that it touched the 

stakes. Sadly, it did not work out so well for 

our teammates. It took Erika and Suvi about 

10 minutes to finish the same event. They 

didn’t give up, and managed to get a big 

crowd cheering for them.

Contestants had the fortune of it being a 

sunny, windless day at the lake. The parking 

lot was full and vehicles lined the shoulders 

of the road. The fire building competition 

was first so that there would be a big fire 

going once birling was over. There were not 

enough logs so only two members of each 

team could participate. Suvi and Erika built 

ours. All the fires were then piled together to 

form one big fire.

Our team signed up for the birling com-

petition and I ended up competing against 

my teammate, Erika.

I quickly changed to light clothes and 

stepped into the cold, dark water to hop 

onto the huge old log that is used every 

year, according to Erika. We came so close 

to falling in at the same time, but Erika held 

out longer than me. It was so much fun and 

did not take long to get warmed up again. 

We had hot dogs and stayed near the fire 

afterwards. Emily Hemenway defended her 

title as she said she would, taking first place 

in the women’s birling contest. “Balance 

prevails over all,” she said.

Sports

Seeing the forest (games) for the trees

Fernanda Chamorro, a Sun Star reporter, takes part in the bucksaw competition during the 2011 Forest Games. Her 
partner in the competition was Jesse Cervin (off-camera). Oct. 1, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr./Sun Star
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Erin McGroarty
UAF Sun Star
Temperatures dipped close to freezing 

as streaks of light from glowing discs filled 

the air, spinning toward goals marked with 

a ring of glow sticks. Ten two-person teams 

worked their way through the first annual 

“Long Knight” evening disc golf tourna-

ment. Because this was a newly announced 

event, there were few spectators. The on-

lookers that came remained enthusiastic 

and dedicated, following along despite the 

dark and cold. The University of Alaska Fair-

banks Outdoor Adventures office hosted the 

tournament on Thursday, Sept. 29.

 Although  the university has 

hosted past disc golf tournaments, this was 

the first time they held one so late in the 

fall. Outdoor Adventures (OA) decided put 

a twist on the tradition and to make this 

an evening tournament, adding discs with 

built-in LED lights to the mix. The office 

planned the event for months.

 “We only got the discs yesterday, 

which was a little scary,” said Mark Old-

mixon, head of OA, on the day of the tour-

nament. Oldmixon is the main brain behind 

the tournaments.

 A hole is not complete until the 

disc lands in the basket or in the chains. A 

player’s forward-most foot must be on or 

within 11 inches of where the previous disc 

landed. All tosses to the basket and penalty 

strokes add up to the hole’s total score. A 

disc that lands six feet or more above the 

ground is out of bounds. An out-of-bounds 

throw means the team must start the hole 

over and the score is docked one point.

 Starting at 7 p.m., teams had little 

time to play before it became too dark to see. 

At that point, the teams received new LED 

discs sporting the UAF logo. Pairs of teams 

started in a staggered order so they wouldn’t 

run into each other while playing. This 

course weaves through campus, starting 

next to McIntosh Hall and finishing in Be-

luga Field. Each of the 18 holes is listed at a 

different difficulty level to keep up variety. 

Because each hole is different, each player 

had different preferences.

 “I hate this hole,” said Josh Harris, 

a long time disc golf fan and player, as he ap-

proached the fourth hole near the campus 

family housing, “I’m a lefty, so throwing 

this forearmed, and in the dark, is going to 

be the worst. It’s even hard when it’s in the 

middle of the day.”

 Although it was dark outside, most 

players had little difficulty moving from 

hole to hole, because they had played the 

course before and knew it well. Throughout 

the tournament, Oldmixon followed along 

with his white board, recording the scores of 

each pair of teams.

 There were also smaller competi-

tions within a tournament. After each team 

started off at the first tee, Oldmixon waited 

at the fourth hole farther up the hill behind 

the UAF family housing  to measure the dis-

tance between each player’s disc and the 

hole. The competitor with the shortest dis-

tance won a free ticket to next spring’s Banff 

Mountain Film Festival, held annually in the 

Davis Concert Hall, and a certificate for free 

nachos at the UAF Pub.

 This tournament lasted from 7 

p.m. to 10 p.m., and teams worked through 

all 18 holes. Tournament officials have no 

confirmed plans for a second “Long Knight” 

tournament in 2012.

Sports

At the first hole of the UAF disc golf course, second year competitor Ben Cobb prepares to throw his first disc at the 
“Long Knight” tournament on the evening of Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star

Disc golf tournament lights up the night

The first hole of the UAF disc golf course holds an adver-
tisement for the first annual “Long Knight” tournament 
on the evening of Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011. Erin McGro-
arty/Sun Star
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter
The University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Nanooks won their exhibition contest 

against the Northern Alberta Institute of 

Technology (NAIT) Ooks 8-0 at the Carlson 

Center on Oct.1.

On Saturday, almost 2,000 people at-

tended the game, including a group of stu-

dents dressed as bananas known as “The 

Bananooks.”

All of the Nanooks got an opportunity 

to play, including the nine new freshmen.  

In the first period, four different players 

netted five goals with junior leftwing Chad 

Gehon scoring two.

Freshman goaltender Sean Cahill made 

seven saves for his team, the most out of the 

three goalkeepers for the night.

There is a lot to be learned this year, 

assistant coach Brian Meisner said, but he 

seems to have a good team that is off to a 

good start.

“As a freshman, you know, [it was Ca-

hill’s] first time on the big sheet there in 

front of the home crowd. I thought he did a 

really nice job and he seemed like he was re-

ally calm and composed in the net,” Meisner 

said. “We responded really well to that in 

the third period and he made a couple saves 

then all of a sudden we got our offense going 

and we got our feet moving and good things 

happened,” he said.

Colton Beck, sophomore leftwing, was 

the star of the night. He scored two goals, in-

cluding the one that won the game. He also 

assisted another goal.

NAIT lost a game to Alaska Anchorage 

7-2 in Wasilla the night before facing off 

the Nanooks.  NAIT’s goalkeeper Shannon 

Szabados played well, making 34 saves in 

the game against the Nanooks.  UAF made 

a total of 42 shots versus NAIT’s 17 shots, 

which were all blocked.

The first opening game of the Central 

Collegiate Hockey Association tournament 

will be Friday Oct. 7 at 5:07 p.m. between 

the Nanooks and the St. Cloud State Huskies 

during the Kendall Hockey Classic at the 

Sullivan Arena in Anchorage. On Saturday, 

Oct. 8, they play Clarkson University of the 

Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference at 

4:07 p.m.

“Friday and Saturday are going to be big 

challenges, but we’re ready to take them,’’ 

team captain Ron Meyers said.

The Nanooks will be back in town to 

kick off their first home game with the fourth 

annual Brice Alaska Goal Rush on Oct. 14 

and 15 at the Carlson Center.

Nanooks crush Ooks in season opener

#29 junior rightwing Andy Taranto battles #16 Captain Steele Boomer for the puck at the exhibition game against NAIT on Oct. 1, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star 

#20 senior captain Ron Meyers fights #7 defenseman Kyle Johnson for the puck at the exhibition game against NAIT 
on Oct. 1, 2011.  Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star 
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Heather Bryant
Sun Star Reporter

On Saturday, Oct.1 hundreds of stu-

dents streamed through the Wood Center 

doors for the Winter Warm-up, the first 

student-only free market.

Students were already waiting outside 

when the event opened at 10 a.m.

“About 50 students were waiting to get 

in the doors,” said Lydia Anderson, director 

of the Wood Center and one of the event’s 

coordinators.

Approximately 200 students came to 

pick up free goods donated to the event. 

The coordinators are going to look into ex-

panding the event and hosting it again, An-

derson said.

Racks and tables were filled with clothes 

and goods for students to choose from. The 

market focused on winter clothing and 

coats, but a variety of items were available.

“It’s pretty cool,” said Jonathan Shurtz, 

24, a fisheries senior. “I got some kale,” 

Shurtz said, holding up a big bag with green 

leaves sticking out of the top.

People affiliated with UAF donated 

most of the goods, and items were still being 

dropped off after the event started. Approxi-

mately 20 volunteers, primarily from the 

Alpha Phi Omega fraternity and the LIVE of-

fice, organized goods and helped students.

“We’re taking care of our own,” said Mi-

chelle Bartlett, director of Summer Sessions. 

Bartlett helped plan the event.

“It’s awesome, to be honest,” said 

Ashley Morris, 21, a sophomore in the para-

legal program who was picking out items. 

“Not a lot of people have winter gear or can 

afford it.”

Free market frenzy

Students filled the Wood Center on Oct. 1, 2011 for the first ever student-only free market. The market was geared towards winter clothing and gear, however, donors brought 
in clothes, outdoor equipment and housing goods. All leftover goods were donated to Closet Connections, a non-profit that delivers goods to Value Village. Event coordinators 
said the event was a success and are looking for way to expand the next one hosted. Heather Bryant/Sun Star
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Kara Perkins
Sun Star Reporter
The goal of graduation is achievement 

and celebration for students, but gradua-

tion might be more of a drag for those with 

mounds of student loans if they aren’t aware 

of their options.

While the economy continues to 

struggle, worry over unemployment and 

loan default is a growing concern as new 

college graduates are eager to enter the 

workforce. Future graduates must have a 

plan.

It might not seem that laws and changes 

to federal financial aid apply to the life of a 

busy student, but the real world is right 

around the corner.

The national student loan default rate 

rose 1.8 percent between fiscal year 2008 

and fiscal year 2009, according to the De-

partment of Education’s Sept. 12 press 

release. This figure translates to 320,000 

students who defaulted within the first two 

years that their loans became due.

“We have an array of loan repayment 

options to help borrowers so they don’t 

have to default – income contingent repay-

ment plans, graduated plans, etc., “ said 

Jane Glickman, the U.S. Department of Edu-

cation’s press officer. “And there are options 

for students to go into deferment or forbear-

ance,” she added.

The Health Care and Education Recon-

ciliation Act, signed into law March 2010, 

introduced lower interest rates, flexible re-

payment options and new loan forgiveness 

programs.

But “students are not at all aware 

of changes,” UAF Financial Aid Advisor 

Ashley Munro said. “Student debt is a huge 

problem in Alaska,” she added. More than 

half of all UAF graduates acquire student 

loan debt, averaging $29,485 per borrower 

in 2009, according to The Project on Student 

Debt website.

UAF’s Financial Aid Office conducts 

financial aid workshops every Thursday 

for students covering various topics from 

personal finance to scholarship research. 

Students can find additional information 

online and through the Financial Aid Office.

College graduates have resources to 

prepare them for paying back the loans 

they have borrowed, but they should also 

be careful about the amounts they are bor-

rowing. “We have heard that some students 

take out the maximum they are allowed 

to have more spending money available,” 

Glickman said. “Interest adds up when it’s 

time to pay back the loans, so I’d recom-

mend people borrow just what they really 

need,” she added.

Students who qualify for a subsidized 

Stafford loan can borrow at a rate of 3.4 

percent as of July 2011. That is a decrease 

from 5.6 percent in 2009, according to the 

U.S. Department of Education. Unqualified 

students with an unsubsidized Stafford loan 

continue borrowing at a 6.8 percent rate.

Jon Bergeson, 27, who describes himself 

as “somewhere between a sophomore and 

junior,” was not aware of the rate changes, 

but he didn’t think the current rates affected 

his subsidized loan, he said.

The new act also forbids private banks 

from profiting from federal loans. Instead, 

funding will come directly from the federal 

government.

While shifting from private bank 

lending to the federally funded Direct Loan 

Program is a smoother process, “it might 

annoy some students,” Munro said.

“Before, there was some competition so 

a student could choose based on customer 

service, for example,” Munro said.

Interest rates have decreased for those 

who qualify for loans. Additionally, income-

based repayment plans now cap monthly 

payments at an amount that is based on the 

income and size of a borrower’s family.

For students entering certain career 

fields, loan forgiveness is offered under reg-

ulated guidelines. The weakened economy 

makes finding such a job a widespread 

concern. Statistics show that college gradu-

ates have the upper hand when it comes to 

finding work

The unemployment rate for graduates 

with at least a bachelor’s degree was four 

percent, according to the U.S. Department 

of Labor in August 2011. High school gradu-

ates with no college education have a nine 

percent unemployment rate and there is a 

more than 13 percent unemployment rate 

for those with less than a high school di-

ploma.

College graduates are in a favorable 

position when it comes to competing in the 

job market alongside those without college 

degrees. Student loan borrowers now have 

new options and flexibility within loan re-

payment guidelines. If students and gradu-

ates educate themselves about the changes, 

they may have a better chance at avoiding 

loan default.

Student loan default rates climb
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Jeremia Schrock
UAF Sun Star
During a Sept. 23 meeting in Juneau, 

the University of Alaska (UA) Board of 

Regents voted to raise president Patrick 

Gamble’s salary to $320,075. The raise stems 

from a “new spirit of teamwork and col-

laboration between campuses,” according 

to the board’s press release. Gamble has 

been president of the UA system since June 

1, 2010.

Gamble’s overall leadership is another 

reason for the raise, said Fuller Cowell, the 

board’s chair. For example, Gamble worked 

with regents to expand the engineering pro-

grams at UAF and UAA, Cowell said.

Gamble declined an interview. The pay 

increase wasn’t something he sought out or 

brought up, he said.

The raise marks an 8.5 percent increase 

in Gamble’s pay compared to last year. 

Cowell said that there was nothing signifi-

cant about the percentage. “It was just kind 

of a general consensus,” he said.

Gamble’s pay is still below former-

president Mark Hamilton’s yearly income 

of $370,000. Hamilton received a $300,000 

salary, in addition to a $70,000 annual 

bonus for every year he fulfilled his contract. 

Gamble does not receive a bonus.

Three major universities and 12 rural 

campuses make the UA system logistically 

complex, Cowell said. “If you know what 

a median salary is of a complicated uni-

versity system, it’s really hard to argue that 

president Gamble shouldn’t be making the 

$320,000 that the board has deemed appro-

priate,” he said.

The UA system traditionally pays its 

executives 90 percent of the market average 

for similar positions at other public univer-

sities, UA public affairs director Kate Ripley 

wrote in an email. In order to determine 

the market average, UA uses a salary survey 

provided by the College and University Pro-

fessional Association for Human Resources 

(CUPA-HR).

The average salary for presidents in uni-

versity systems similar to UA was $418,300, 

according to the most recent CUPA-HR 

survey. This means that the board’s ideal 

salary for Gamble is $376,470, more than 

$50,000 above what he currently earns.

The student response at UAF has been 

mixed. In an unofficial survey on The Sun 

Star’s Facebook page, most respondents ei-

ther wanted more information about what 

the president’s job entails or were against 

the raise entirely.

In the survey, general studies student 

Erin McGowan wrote “One word: outrage. I 

couldn’t spend that much money in a year 

if I tried. “

Paul Pharr, a economy student, wrote 

that Gamble is paid less the the CEO of a 

successful corporation. “His job is unbear-

ably difficult. You could not pay me any 

amount of money to do that,” Pharr wrote.

Out of 14 readers who commented, two 

supported the raise.

The UAF Staff Council spoke out against 

the raise. “We are upset by it,” wrote Juella 

Sparks, the council’s vice president, in an 

email interview. “We feel this way because 

of our history of having to advocate annually 

for a raise that is barely, if at all, offsetting 

reductions in other areas of our compensa-

tion package.”

Sparks attended the regents’ meeting 

and spoke on behalf of a 3.5 percent increase 

in staff wages. “If we continue to lose ground 

in our benefits, the university will lose good 

people and be unable to attract the same,” 

she said during a public testimonial.

Regents have yet to vote on a staff wage 

increase for the coming year. The current 

draft of the 2013 operating budget men-

tions a 2.5 percent increase. That number is 

a placeholder, Ripley wrote. “I don’t know 

exactly what will happen to that figure be-

tween now and then. It may remain the 

same, it may not,” she added.

“We have been losing ground in our 

overall benefits for a few years,” Sparks 

wrote. “This includes healthcare and com-

pensation among other things.” While uni-

versity employees have less health insur-

ance coverage then in previous years, they 

must still pay higher premiums and deduct-

ibles. Sparks added that employees are also 

no longer rewarded for their length of em-

ployment with the university.

In the future, an additional raise de-

pends on several factors, such as the presi-

dent’s performance. “It’s clear by looking 

at the numbers that he is still substantially 

below [the median],” Cowell said. “The re-

gents are aware of that.”

Regents vote to raise UA president’s salary
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Galen Lott
Sun Star Reporter
Artists, illustrators and comic enthu-

siasts gathered at the Comic Shop at noon 

on Saturday, Oct. 1 to begin 24 Hour Comics 

Day. It’s a challenge started by comic book 

author Scott McCloud in 1990 when he 

proved that it is possible to create a 24-page 

comic in 24 hours.

“Since then, the event has slowly caught 

on to where it is recreated by anyone crazy 

enough to attempt it. It has grown exponen-

tially over the years; all across America and 

including I believe at least 16 other coun-

tries,” illustrator and UAF graduate Lucas 

Elliot explained. This was the fifth year the 

event was held in Fairbanks. Local artist and 

UAF graduate Jamie Smith organized the 

first four comic days. This year was Elliot’s 

first time putting it together.

The rules of the challenge are simple: 

participants come unprepared and finish a 

24-page comic with a complete storyline in 

24 hours or less.

“You’re supposed to come with no 

script — no nothing. You have to just come 

with blank pages and your brain. That’s 

the true spirit of it,” Heidi Atkinson said. 

Atkinson, a Fairbanks North Star Borough 

School District art teacher, participated in 

four of the five 24-Hour Comic Days in Fair-

banks and succeeded every time.

The time frame proves to be one of 

the most difficult aspects of the challenge, 

whether it’s too long or too short. Twelve 

to 15 participants usually show up, Elliot 

said. Although six participants showed up 

this year, only three were able to make it to 

the end. “Not last year, but the year before, 

I took a four-hour nap. I had to.” Atkinson 

said.

Most years it’s just the opposite and 

they end up running out of time, either not 

completing the 24-page comic or scram-

bling in the last few hours to complete it by 

any means necessary. This year, the final 

three participants ended up completing 

their comics early. The participants finished 

at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 2, instead of the 

expected 12 p.m.

Elliot, Atkinson and Amy Hickman 

were the three finalists this year — all return 

competitors. Their completed comics will 

be on display downstairs in the UAF Wood 

Center from Oct. 3 to Oct. 17 to give people a 

chance to see their work.

Double vision
Local artists get 24 hours to draw 24-page comics

A participant of the 24 Hour Comics Day sketches a character on Oct. 1, 2011 at the Comic Shop. Galen Lott/Sun 
Star 

(L-R)Lucas Elliot, Brianna Reagan and Amy Hickman all work to put together their first few pages at the 24-Hour 
Comics Day at the Comic Shop on Oct. 1, 2011. Galen Lott/Sun Star
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Eye of the storm
Scientists look for source of Alaska potato blight

Kelsey Gobroski
Sun Star Reporter
Potato late blight, that same disease 

that caused the Irish Potato Famine, re-
surfaced in Alaska this fall. This wasn’t the 
first time the disease, widespread in the 
Lower 48 and worldwide, came to Alaska. 
Plant pathologist Jenifer McBeath suspects 
it won’t be the last – and outbreaks are now 
becoming more commonplace, she said.

When McBeath visited Taiwan in 1999, 
she encountered the effects of late blight 
for the first time. Where farmers once har-
vested tons of potatoes a year, in 1999 they 
took little baskets to collect their meager 
yield. The wind-borne fungus-like disease 
leapfrogged field-to-field, destroying potato 
plants in its wake.

“It was just devastating. … The whole 
field just died, like being burned,” McBeath 
said.

In 1996, Alaska began exporting seed 
potatoes – that is, potatoes grown to plant, 
not eat – to Taiwan under McBeath’s guid-
ance. When late blight spread through the 
back-to-back Taiwanese fields in 1999, the 
government there suspected Alaska pota-
toes as the source of the disease. McBeath, 
head of the plant pathology laboratory at the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF), traced 
the source back to California. Tablestock 
potatoes aren’t as strictly checked for dis-
eases because they aren’t expected to be 
be planted, but the farmers in Taiwan used 
these potatoes to stock their farms.

McBeath’s sleuthing ultimately rebuilt 
her relationship with the government in 
Taiwan. Each year, late blight could po-
tentially impact the farms that grow her 
potatoes. The ever-increasing outbreaks of 
potato late blight in Alaska endanger the 
reputation of her disease-free seed potato 
program and Alaska’s $3-million-per-year 
potato export economy.

Stephen Brown returned from the field 
in early September to find a note stuck to 
his computer at the Cooperative Extension 
Service (CES) office in Palmer. Late blight 
struck two farms back-to-back during this 
wet autumn – one in Palmer and one in the 
Interior. Palmer has seen late blight in the 
past, but the Interior outbreak was new. CES 
flooded the media with prevention informa-
tion the next day.

Potato late blight thrives in cool and 
wet conditions. The disease infects the plant 
above ground, occasionally underground, 
and chews through tissue. The disease 

spreads by climbing out of the leaf and 
being carried away by the wind, so there is 
often white fluff under the leaf around the 
borders of rotting brown spots. Farmers can 
prevent introducing late blight not only by 
buying disease-free potatoes (that is, not 
potatoes from the supermarket), but also 
by asking for test results to accompany the 
potatoes.

At first, the farmers involved had 
second thoughts about CES going to the 
media to provide information about the 
outbreak – this is, after all, a potentially 
life-threatening problem for a farm. In the 
end, the public was more informed, and 
this benefit quelled farmers’ fears, Brown 
said. Because CES provides solutions to 
common agriculture problems, farmers feel 
comfortable approaching the service about 
outbreaks on their farms, he said.

Within two days all farms in the Alaska 
sprayed fungicide to keep any new infec-
tions at bay, Brown said. The spray buggies 
held up traffic around farming communi-
ties, he said.

A potato disease outbreak like this 
initially brought McBeath to the forefront 
of seed potato export more than 20 years 
ago.  A potato ring rot outbreak crippled the 
Lower 48’s trust in Alaska seed potatoes. 
Alaska already lagged behind the competi-
tion because of shipping costs. McBeath 
suggested they level the playing field – both 
Alaska and the Lower 48 need to pay when 
shipping to China. Now, they produce more 
than a hundred thousand plantlets – baby, 
lab-grown potatoes – each year to plant at 
local farms that will eventually export seed 
potatoes to China.

McBeath’s potatoes are shielded from 

the diseases in Alaska when in the lab, 
where they are grown free of a number of 
common diseases. If they can be planted, 
grown for a few generations and exported 
without succumbing to disease, they receive 
the certified moniker “disease-free,” she 
said. If late blight comes to any of her farms, 
Alaska’s global reputation as a seed potato 
exporter falls apart.

“It’s a time bomb that’s waiting to be 
exploded... the way the state has been han-
dling this disease just cannot continue,” 
McBeath said. Since the disease arrived in 
Alaska in the 90s, the response has been to 
observe, educate and prevent.

“It’s not helping anything. What we 
should do is take a proactive attitude,” Mc-
Beath said. No more speculation, she said. 
Her lab is identifying the strain of this latest 
outbreak of late blight, the first step toward 
pinpointing how the disease arrived here. 
Alaska’s geographic isolation makes it dif-
ficult to fit with the nationwide disease 
response infrastructure – meaning, by the 
time Alaska gets test results from centers in 
the Lower 48, late blight could irreparably 
spread, she said.

Too many regulations may turn off 
farmers from coming to CES for advice, 
Brown said. The farmers came forward 
without prompting in September as a result 
of a partnership formed over the course of 
100 years, he said. Peer pressure between 
farmers works well enough for communi-
cating the gravity of the situation, he said. 
“Sometimes when you over-regulate, you 
actually discourage people from exhibiting 
good behavior,” Brown said.

Plant pathology laboratory technician Jacquie Goss holds a container of seed potato plantlets in the Arctic 
Health Research Building laboratory. Kelsey Gobroski/Sun Star

Stacks of petri dish cultures of various plant diseases in the plant pathology laboratory in the Arctic Health Research 
Building. Sept. 30, 2011. Kelsey Gobroski/Sun Star
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Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 
Say it here. The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 
letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box 
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

To the editor:
Recently, the University of Alaska 

Board of Regents approved an 8.5 percent 
raise for University President Pat Gamble’s 
salary. Gamble now makes $320,075 a year, 
more than previous president, Mark Ham-
ilton, made after a decade of service. Then 
there are Gamble’s perks: a free mansion 
and vehicle, a per diem account for travel, 
free maid service and a catering expense 
account for entertaining guests. A retired 
four-star general and Alaska Railroad CEO, 
Gamble is doubtless drawing on sizable 
benefits from those jobs as well. 

Gamble’s decision to accept the pay 
raise was tone deaf, but that’s not the reason 
for which I write. I am writing because 
ASUAF President and Student Regent Mari 
Freitag was one of eight votes in favor of the 
increase. Last year, Freitag was one of the 
prominent student voices challenging the 

Board of Regent’s decision to raise student 
tuition. This should make her more keenly 
aware than most what sort of message such 
an enormous salary raise sends when stu-
dents are facing rising tuition and cost of 
living.

Regent Chairman Fuller Cowell said, 
“[Gamble] has done an outstanding job this 
past year,” justifying the raise. Does Freitag 
agree with this? Does she think Gamble’s 
decision to appoint Tom Case UAA Chan-
cellor without consulting UAA faculty, for 
example, was outstanding? What about his 
decision to commission the university-wide 
Fisher Report only to publicly release a re-
dacted version?  

ASUAF President Freitag owes the UAF 
students an explanation for her vote.

Andrew Sheeler

Freitag owes an explanation

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Q: I went to the clinic with a cough and sore throat the other 
day. The nurse practitioner would not prescribe an antibiotic for 
me.

A: When you are sick, your illness may be caused by either 
bacteria or viruses.  Illnesses caused by viruses, like colds or the 
flu, will not be helped at all by antibiotics.  Illnesses caused by bacteria, like strep throat, 
can be treated with antibiotics.  Antibiotics kill bacteria, not viruses.

Q: Is it true that taking antibiotics if you don’t really need them can cause them not 
to work when you really do need them?

 A: Yes!  Some bacteria can defend themselves against antibiotics.  These bacteria 
are called antibiotic resistant.  Infection with antibiotic-resistant bacteria may be more 
difficult to treat and may spread to friends and family.   However, taking antibiotics when 
you don’t need them, such as for a cold or the flu, can increase your risk of getting a 
resistant infection.

Q: But in the past I’ve taken antibiotics for similar colds and flu and haven’t gotten 
a resistant infection. 

A: Antibiotic resistance is a new threat to your health.  It is now important to use 
antibiotics only when they are needed.  Your health care provider will ask you questions 
and examine you to find the cause of your illness, and then give you the proper care.  

Check out the myths vs. fact below regarding antibiotic therapy: 
•Myth:  Antibiotics cure bronchitis, chest colds, upper respiratory infections, and common colds.
Fact:  More than 90% of all bronchitis, colds, upper respiratory infections and chest 

colds are caused by viruses. 
•Myth: Green or yellow mucous indicates a bacterial infection and a need for an antibiotic.
  Fact: Green or yellow mucous does not necessarily indicate a bacterial infection or 

the need for an antibiotic.
REMEMBER: Taking antibiotics when you do NOT need them can prevent antibiotics 

from working when you DO need them.

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services
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 Zzzzz...
As this point in the semester, many students are already starting to work 

on midterm projects or are bogged down in a full load of classes that are piling 
up the assignments. For many there are not enough hours in the day to get ev-
erything done, so you borrow some or all of the hours from the night to meet 
deadlines. The further you get into the semester, the more tired you get. Here 
are a few signs that you are joining the ranks of the sleep-deprived:

Snap Crackle and Pop
If you find yourself hulking out at every little question or minor inconvenience then 

you may need to take a nap. It’s called hyper irritability. Just like little kids, we get cranky 

when we get tired. So, sneak in a nap under a study carousel in the library, lest you want 

all of your classmates and friends to force you to.

Say What?
Have you ever felt like you’ve read the same line over and over? Have you ever felt 

like you’ve read the same line over and over?  Have you ever felt like you’ve read the 

same line over and over? That happens when you get tired. You’re better off sleeping on 

your book than trying to read it at this stage of sleeplessness.

Wait. What?
Have you already forgotten what this list is about? Memory loss is also a symptom of 

exhaustion. If you can’t remember how you got to school today, go to bed.

Weird Dreams
Let’s say you finally steal a few precious minutes or, if you’re really lucky, an hour 

of sweet sleep. Usually one of two things will happen. You will plunge into a deep dark 

abyss of sleep or you will dream that you are still doing things that you need to do. I’ve 

fallen asleep doing homework, dreamed I finished it and went to class the next day 

thinking it was done. Not good.

Free falling at your desk
We’ve all experienced the adrenaline-inducing moment when your head drops 

towards your desk in class and your body jerks upwards. That falling feeling and the 

resulting jump is known as a hypnic jerk. It’s a normal muscle spasm that can happen 

as the body falls asleep. The experience usually happens as your professor launches into 

the second hour of a PowerPoint presentation in a dark room.

Everything is funnier than normal
Being tired shares a lot of symptoms with being drunk. Some people get really quiet. 

Some people get angry. But there’s a whole other class of people who start to find every-

thing hilarious.  What do you call a boomerang that doesn’t work? A stick. If that made 

you laugh, it’s time for bed. If you found this column funny, lay down wherever you are 

right now and sleep for at least an hour.

Duly Noted

Still No Sleep
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a straight shooter
 

 Take back our community.  Take back our community.
  VOTE today!VOTE today!

10388744 10-2-11

“With 30 years of local business experience and
volunteering in this community, I am ready to
bring to the Fairbanks Northstar Borough what it is
missing. Someone who is real, will listen, and can
call it straight.
My priority will be to bring natural gas to residents,
not stand in the way. I will fight for innovative,
sensible and positive solutions to solve our problems
locally and together.”

– Van Lawrence


