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Grand theft auto
Alaska State Troopers are investigating 

two series of auto thefts.  On Oct. 6, a 

vehicle from the first string was discovered 

in the Taku lot after a university employee 

recognized it from the News-miner.  The 

thief  had stolen a truck, drove it to a house, 

robbed that house and left the truck there. 

Then, the person stole the vehicle from that 

house.  That vehicle was a 2008 Toyota Ta-

coma pick-up and it was recovered from the 

Taku lot. It was transferred to AST custody. 

The investigation is in progress.  There are 

no suspects.

Demonstrate no sleep 
Three men were sleeping at the Ras-

muson Library on Oct. 9 while taking a 

break from the Occupy Fairbanks protest.  

Some were trespassed by officers for not 

being students, but the rest were following 

the demonstration policies.

Ah, son of a gun
A man from North Pole lost a wooden 

box filled with cash from the Tanana Valley 

Rifle and Pistol Club’s semiannual gun 

show at the Patty Center Lot on Oct. 9.  

UAFPD performed an ATV and foot patrol 

of the area, but it was not found.

Got munchies?
On Oct. 9, there was a report of graffiti 

on a Lola Tilly Commons trash container 

rented from Allied Waste. It read “Good 

food and 420 power.” Police are not sure 

if the 420 is a reference to marijuana or 

something else.

No sleeping
A 33-year-old male student on felony 

probation for his third DUI within 10 years 

was trespassed from all UAF by a probation 

officer for sleeping in the Great Hall on Oct. 

9.  He was not a protestor and is still al-

lowed to attend his classes on campus.

Hide and seek
A 2-year-old boy was reported missing 

on Oct. 10 in the Gruening building. He had 

last been seen on the sixth floor and wan-

dered off.  He was located on the seventh 

floor.

A real banger
A 20-year-old man from Anchorage 

was intoxicated and banging on a door in 

Bartlett Hall on Oct. 6.  The man was not a 

student or resident on campus. The officer 

found out he had an outstanding warrant. 

UAFPD arrested and transported him to the 

Fairbanks Correctional Center.  He was also 

banned from all UAF property.
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This report is based on the information 
published by the University Police Depart-
ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 
with crimes in this report are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Pregnant muskox at the Robert G. White Large Animal 
Research Station at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
Recently LARS has experienced the deaths of 12 musk-
oxen. The farm is now depending on this spring’s crop 
of calves to repopulate the herd. April 27, 2011. Heather 
Bryant/Sun Star



3 www.uafsunstar.com October 18, 2011

Editorial

One of the things 

I remember most from 

when I was a child is 

sitting on my grand-

mother’s lap at the 

kitchen table when she 

went through bills in 

the middle of the night.

Grandma would write each bill’s name 

in cursive on a piece of carefully numbered 

notebook paper pages. Sometimes my mom 

would sit across from her and write a list of 

ways to make money.:

Pick up aluminum cans: 100 lbs  - $20

Sell eggs: 10 dozen - $30

Scrap iron from dump: $50

But mom’s list never equaled Grand-

ma’s. Sometimes they would just sigh and 

keep writing.

Someimes they fought about how it 

wasn’t fair. Sometimes they would hang 

their heads and cry. The numbers never 

added up.

I realized recently that I make the same 

lists. Gas, rent, phone, insurance and other 

bills on one side of the paper. Editing, de-

signing, photography and writing on the 

other. I’m lucky. Most of the time, mine 

equal each other.

But for so many people, the numbers 

still don’t add up. They haven’t for a long 

time.

The Occupy Wall Street movement 

started only weeks ago, but has spread 

across the globe already. Inspired by the 

Arab Spring, people took to the streets, the 

sidewalks, the parks and parking lots in 

protest of what they see as an unaccept-

able problem with the current political and 

economic systems – ones that have concen-

trated most of the wealth with only one per-

cent of the population. 

Over the past year, 

something started to 

change in the minds of 

Americans. We watched 

as people, oppressed 

their whole lives, rose 

up and took back their 

freedoms. That sense of 

rebellion and revolution 

has taken a hold of us.

Day after day, the 

presence of UAF stu-

dents in Constitution Park in the sun or 

snow is a fierce blow to the apathy Sun Star 

editors have editorialized about for decades.

I’ve seen many issues go to the printer 

without a single letter to the editor in them. 

This week, we have three. Maybe this week 

is a fluke, but I can hope that watching a 

world in revolution might be what we need 

to wake up and realize that we have to take 

control of our lives and our futures. That 

won’t happen if we do nothing.

“We believe that something is terribly 

wrong with our political and economic sys-

tems,” linguistics senior Forrest Andresen, 

said. Andresen is one of the organizers of 

the local movement.

Andresen emphasized that the Occupy 

movement isn’t a liberal, conservative, lib-

ertarian, religious or atheist agenda.

“We have everyone 

here and we’re moving 

past those differences to 

one goal … We believe 

once the discussion 

begins in earnest, that’s 

when real change can 

take place,” Andresen 

said.

Many of the pun-

dits and talking heads 

derided the protests 

as unorganized and 

lacking direction. They say the movement 

can’t succeed because it lacks goals and de-

mands.

While the Occupy Wall Street organi-

zation’s website does list many goals that 

people have submitted to forums, there is a 

reason it doesn’t have demands to be met.

This movement isn’t a hostage nego-

tiation. It’s a simple declaration. No more. 

Enough is enough. The numbers don’t add 

up and it’s not right. The ideals that we built 

the country upon are being twisted into 

something that sacrifices what is right for 

what is profitable.

Will this movement bring about real 

change? I don’t know. Movements like these 

have a way of growing, and maybe when 

the protestors go home, the fervor will die 

down.

But, if there were ever time to make a 

stand, this is it. This is that line in the sand 

– one that people have drawn many times 

throughout human history. This struggle 

is nothing new, and each time it has hap-

pened there were people willing to stand 

up for what is right. This is our generation’s 

chance. 

For many people, their lists are filled 

with food, rent, medical treatment or elec-

tricity. And they only get to choose one.

People want to see a change in the way 

the world works. They need to see it. Right 

now for too many people, the numbers 

don’t add up and every day is just a battle 

to survive.

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Cheif
UAF Sun Star

Something bigger than ourselves

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Senators in attendance
Arthur Martin, Jennifer Chambers, Jesse 

Cervin, Will Collingwood, Christian Burns-

Shafer, Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita, 

Timothy Grediagin , Robert Kinnard III and 

John Netardus

Senators absent
Chelsea Holt, Michael Golub and Andy 

Chamberlain

Officers in attendance
Mari Freitag (ASUAF president)

Film bill confusion
The senate discussed an email sent over 

the ASUAF list-serve by Kalesha Pearson. 

Pearson, a member of the UAF Film Club, 

wrote that prior to reading about “SB 177-

002: Let’s Make a Movie” in The Sun Star, 

she had not heard that her organization was 

making a film. “There was miscommunica-

tion on both sides,” said Arthur Martin, who 

wrote the bill. Martin stated he had emailed 

Maya Salganek, the club’s adviser, in the 

summer. At the time, Salganek said she 

approved of the idea and would discuss it 

with the Film Club during the fall semester, 

Martin said. Despite the lack of communi-

cation, both the senate and Film Club in-

tend to see the film produced. This bill give 

the UAF Film Club $500 to produce a short 

training video for new ASUAF senators.

Water quality bill
“SB 177-012: Water Quality Testing” 

would allow the senate to use $800 to pur-

chase two Private Individual Water Analysis 

(PIWA) tests. The tests would be performed 

by SGS North America Inc. The issue of 

water quality was addressed during the Oct. 

9 senate meeting after Dillon Ball (ASUAF 

vice president) said students approached 

him with concerns about the campus’s 

water quality. The student affairs committee 

will be charged with collecting two tap water 

samples from the campus’s water supply. 

Will Collingwood wrote the bill, which was 

moved to the Student Affairs committee.

Conflict of interest bill
The senate approved “SB 177-007: Con-

flict of Interest.” The bill will prevent sena-

tors from voting on legislation that directly 

addresses them by name or benefits them 

financially. Jesse Cervin and ASUAF vice 

president Mari Freitag spoke against and for 

the bill, respectively.

The bill was both unnecessary and lim-

iting, adding that if people find a bill uneth-

ical that they will not support it, Cervin said.

The bill is not “about stopping legisla-

tion that might benefit somebody. This is 

about stopping people from voting unethi-

cally on things,” Freitag responded.

Robert Kinnard III agreed with Freitag, 

saying that while senators are supposed to 

vote in good faith, they do not always do as 

such. After discussing the bill for approxi-

mately 15 minutes, the bill passed by a vote 

of 6-2-0. Will Collingwood and Jesse Cervin 

cast the two dissenting votes.

Free candy, redux
“SB: 177-013: Trick or Treat? But Mostly 

Sweet!” will budget $300 for candy to give 

to students during Halloween. The goal 

is to encourage students to come to the 

ASUAF senate chambers. By a vote of 5-2-1, 

the bill passed. John Netardus and Sophia 

Grzeskowiak-Amezquita abstained, while 

Christian Burns-Shafer voted no.

ASUAF Oct. 16 meeting highlights
Politics
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Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter
One man, two blankets and two 

sleeping bags sent one message: “When we 

in Alaska can demonstrate outside by 40 

below there is no reason for anyone else not 

to do so.”

Christopher Goodwin is 33 years 

old, studies linguistics and Spanish at the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) and  

began the Occupy Fairbanks movement on 

campus. He spoke with friends who took 

place in the Occupy Wall Street protests in 

the Lower 48 and decided on Oct. 6 to take 

two blankets and two sleeping bags and 

pitch his tent at Constitution Park.

“This action is all about showing soli-

darity and demonstrating that  these pro-

tests are nationwide consensus,” Goodwin 

said.

But Goodwin hasn’t needed to sleep 

alone. In the first night, three other people 

showed spontaneous solidarity with him 

and camped on the hard green grass be-

tween the turtles. One of them was Ethan 

Sinsabaugh, 27. The anthropology  student 

was immediately electrified by the idea of 

sleeping outside to take part in the nation-

wide protest, he said.

“We in Fairbanks are unique because 

we don’t have one single enemy we disagree 

with like people on Wall Street. It’s more 

about the fact that everyone can agree that 

the system in general needs to be changed. 

We as a whole don’t agree with it and we as 

a whole are ready to form a new idea,” Sin-

sabaugh said.

On the second night, Goodwin had nine 

people sleeping outside with him. After that 

a solid group of about seven people who 

persevere in the cold has formed.

“I am glad I made that step, otherwise 

we would still be just talking,” Goodwin said.

The protesters stayed busy by orga-

nizing several events throughout the week. 

A lot of meetings and general assemblies 

have dominated their days so far.

Celia Miller, 23, a biology student at 

UAF, is one of the leading organizers.

“I feel that the American Dream is no 

longer for everyone. I’m upset about the 

lack of economic opportunity, and the 

growing power of the corporations within 

our government,” Miller said. “We protesters 

aren’t crazy. We are talking about things that 

affect everyday people.”

One of the biggest meeting so far was 

an open microphone event on Oct. 14 in the 

afternoon where everybody was invited to 

speak about anything, even if it was not sup-

portive of the Occupy Fairbanks movement. 

Natural resources management student 

Aaron Smiley, for example, hasn’t decided 

what to think about what has happened on 

campus, he said.

“For me [they] don’t have a unified mis-

sion. It’s just various complaints to me right 

now,” Smiley said. “Besides that everybody 

here is like-minded. By keeping to them-

selves they will not reach people. They need 

to go into the community.”

The campus protesters stepped out of 

their camp and set up an “Occupy Alaska 

Downtown March” on Oct. 15. Armed with 

signs, megaphones and their voices, more 

than a hundred people made their way from 

the Sadler’s parking lot all over downtown 

Fairbanks.

Sean Parson has taught politics and 

philosophy in the Department of Political 

Science for two years at UAF. The origin of 

the protest was Sept. 17 in New York, when 

200 protesters  decided to sleep in front of 

the Wall Street to demonstrate their frustra-

tion, Parson said.

Parson was invited to speak at the first 

UAF Humanity Colloquium this year on Oct. 

13. Because of the current developments he 

took the chance to extend his lecture about 

anarchism to talk about the Occupy Wall 

Street protest.

More that 150 students and community 

members attended the presentation. Even 

though the topic caused heated discussions 

after the lecture, everybody was quiet while 

the professor spoke about how the protest 

spread out all over the United States.

There are currently protests in more 

than 118 cities in the United States, Parson 

said. Internationally, some form of soli-

darity protests are also taking place.

“It’s really amazing, that this movement 

has actually spread to Alaska shows how 

powerful it is,” Parson said. “It’s kind of in-

spiring in general that it has finally made it’s 

way to the US. It was a long time coming.”

Why people are going out on the streets 

at this time, Parson can’t explain.

“It’s an increasing realization of how 

much unfairness currently exists,” Parson 

said. “That’s not new but it was getting 

worse.”

After the breakdown of the U.S. bank 

Lehman Brothers in Sept. 2008, a worldwide 

financial crisis caused people to take to the 

streets in protest all over the world and es-

pecially in Europe.

When it comes to Alaska the media is 

getting more and more aware of the pecu-

liarity of the Last Frontier being a part of the 

protest. And it hasn’t needed a lot of people 

to attract attention. The Los Angeles Times 

reported recently about Diane McEachern 

from Bethel who posted a picture a few days 

ago on her Facebook wall that shows her 

with her three dogs in the tundra holding a 

cardboard that says “Occupy the Tundra”.

On the UAF campus the students’ will to 

make a change isn’t broke yet, even though 

it has started snowing.

“We will stay here until the temperature 

display shows minus 40. That will be a hell of 

a fun winter,” Goodwin said.

News

Students show solidarity with Occupy Wall Street movement

UAF anthropology student Ethan Sinsabaugh speaks on Oct. 14, 2011 during the open microphone event that he 
and the other protesters set up to give everyone a voice. Lilly Necker/Sun Star
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Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter

Nearly every seat was filled in Schaible 

Auditorium on the evening of Oct. 12, with 

an audience awaiting the beginning of the 

debate between Joseph Thompson and 

Eduardo Wilner. The debate covered the 

philosophical question “are humans dif-

ferent than animals?”

This debate was put on as a part of 

a continuous series of events hosted by 

the UAF Philosophy Department and the 

Socratic Society. The Socratic Society has 

hosted many different events, including 

last year’s talk by Richard Dawkins. These 

debates are held as an open opportunity for 

UAF students and other Fairbanks commu-

nity members to expand their horizons and 

discuss different subjects with experienced 

lecturers.

To begin the debate, each professor 

gave his introduction, stating his point of 

view on the question and explaining the ba-

sics of his reasoning. Each introduction was 

followed by the other professor’s rebuttal. 

Following the rebuttals, both professors 

opened up the forum for questions from the 

crowded audience.

Kicking off the debate was Joseph 

Thompson, an assistant professor in philos-

ophy and humanities at UAF. He argued that 

humans may have once been quite similar 

to the rest of the animal kingdom, but over 

time, we have evolved to separate ourselves 

into a different kind from animals.

This statement was based on his main 

focus of externalization. By externalization, 

Thompson meant that humans appear to be 

more superior because, unlike the rest of the 

animal kingdom, humans obviously exhibit, 

and sometimes flaunt, wisdom and knowl-

edge, and sometimes the lack thereof.

“Scientists claim that humans are ex-

tremely similar to apes, and in some senses 

we are, but have chimpanzees ever build a 

Louvre or Library of Congress?” Thompson 

asked the audience.

Thompson talked about how over the 

period of time that humans have existed, 

there has been a spectrum of how we view 

ourselves, starting in the beginning when 

humans felt as though they were divinely 

created by God. What followed was a period 

where humans went in the exact opposite 

direction, claiming they were nothing but 

animals, the goal being to eventually reach a 

midpoint between too much credit and too 

little, Thompson said. 

At this point, the human race seems 

to underplay themselves and not give 

themselves enough credit in an attempt to 

make up for the thousands of years when 

we felt as though we were divinely created, 

Thompson argued.

Speaking for the other side of the debate 

was Eduardo Wilner, an associate professor 

and the chair of the philosophy department 

at UAF. Wilner argued that while the human 

race has, in fact, done extraordinary things, 

these feats do not elevate us above the rest 

of the animal kingdom, but simply make us 

animals who have done amazing things.

In his rebuttal, Wilner chose to discuss 

the issue of culture and whether humans 

were the only ones to have it, a subject pre-

viously mentioned by Thompson.

“I find it interesting that my fellow 

professor here, Dr. Thompson, claims that 

humans are the only species to have cul-

ture,” Wilner said, “because perhaps, it is 

possible for other species to have culture, 

but humans may not recognize it as culture, 

simply because it is not similar to our type 

of culture.”

Following the introduction and rebuttal 

from each professor, the two men opened  

up for questions from the audience. The 

questions ranged from scientific to heated, 

including discussions on the logic and 

values of each professor’s claims.

News

Two philosophers, one question, ‘are we human, or are we animals?’

Dr. Eduardo Wilner discusses what he believes to be the explanation of the differences between humans and animals, 
at the Socratic Seminar Debate, “Two Philosophers, One Question: Human or Animal?” held in Schaible Auditorium 
the evening of Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2011. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This year the Peace Corps celebrated its 

50th anniversary. Promoting world peace 

and friendship has been the organization’s 

mission since its inception in 1961. The 

government-run American volunteer or-

ganization provides people an opportunity 

not only to improve the lives of others, but to 

better their selves and open their minds to a 

world of experience and adventure.

Tony Gasbarro is a UAF professor 

emeritus who received the John F. Kennedy 

Service Award for outstanding service to the 

Peace Corps, according to the Peace Corps 

website.

He joined the Peace Corps after gradu-

ating from high school and served in the 

Dominican Republic for two years. Thirty 

years later, he was sent to El Salvador where 

he created a program that provides schol-

arships for youth and raises more than 

$40,000 a year.  He helped form UAF’s role in 

the Peace Corps Master’s International pro-

gram in 2004.  Gasbarro gave a presentation 

on his work in El Salvador on Oct. 13 in the 

Wood Center conference room.

“The young children who don’t even 

know they’re poor, they’ve never received 

a birthday gift, they’ve never received a 

Christmas present in their lives, and so they 

get by with simple things,” he said regarding 

the joyous faces of his community in El Sal-

vador. “They’re happy, pretty happy kids.”

The Peace Corps offers volunteer pro-

grams to graduates or anyone older than 

18 who has worked three to five years. In 

the program, volunteers travel to one of 75 

countries and work to help a community 

over the course of 27 months. About three 

months out of the 27 are used for training 

the individual on the culture, food, lan-

guage, health and safety programs of the 

country, and other necessary skills.

Volunteers can work in one of six cat-

egories: agriculture, business and informa-

tion and communication technology, edu-

cation, environment, health and HIV/AIDS, 

and youth and community development.

The main goals are to help promote the 

training of men and women in countries 

that request our help, share American cul-

ture and help Americans open their eyes 

and understand other countries.  Volun-

teers experience the living conditions and 

cultures first-hand.

The Peace Corps pays a living allow-

ance and a completion allowance which 

include housing, food, travel to and from 

the country of service, medical and dental 

care, 48 paid vacation days and more.  The 

Peace Corps offers scholarship programs 

and opens many doors, providing volun-

teers with skills that will make them more 

appealing to future employers and the gov-

ernment.

More information is available at the Of-

fice of Multicultural Affairs & Diversity or 

online at www.uaf.edu/gradsch/uaf-peace-

corps-programs/.

UAF professor shares Peace Corp experiences
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Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter
Students in the UAF School of Manage-

ment call it a Bloomberg Terminal. It’s a 

large, multiscreened database that allows 

users to view and analyze the ups and downs 

of global stock markets in real time. Al-

though it’s used to view stocks and bonds, it 

looks like a Transformer, as if the right pass-

word could turn its four flickering screens 

and biometric keyboard into a giant robot. 

While the terminal isn’t a Transformer, it 

does help shape students’ understanding of 

international finance and investment and 

helps them manage more than half a million 

dollars in investments.

Anchorage-based investment firm 

McKinley Capital Management donated 

the terminal. The firm also uses Bloom-

berg Terminals, which are standard in the 

finance industry. While it was donated to 

the school in mid-September, it has already 

seen ample use by student analysts of the 

Student Investment Fund (SIF), according 

to Craig Wisen. Wisen oversees the fund and 

is also an associate professor of business ad-

ministration. SIF is comprised of students 

enrolled in BA 454: Student Investment 

Fund and BA 455: Portfolio Management. 

The two classes are taken sequentially and 

are required for graduation from the busi-

ness program’s finance emphasis.

On Oct. 7, Wisen had eight students 

step out of their morning International 

Economics class to help outline what the 

terminal is for and how they use it. One of 

these students is Jeff Bue, an undergraduate 

in business administration. Bue uses the 

machine to discover what analysts have said 

about a particular company and whether it 

would make a good buy or a better sell. 

As part of the SIF program, students 

research companies they believe the fund 

should either invest in or sell, before pre-

senting their findings to peers and profes-

sors. While SIF students do not have phys-

ical control over the organization’s funds, 

they do have a hand in recommending what 

stocks are purchased or sold.

For the students and faculty involved 

in SIF, the pressure is always on. While Bue 

was explaining what the Bloomberg Ter-

minal does, Wisen asked him to check up 

on a stock the fund was interested in buying. 

“Would you pull up that price chart?” Wisen 

asked Bue. “Let us know if we should be ex-

ecuting that order now, or wait.”

Bue typed into the terminal, bringing 

up a page full of numbers and graphs. “[It’s] 

come down since yesterday.” Bue replied.

“We’re wise in waiting then,” Wisen 

said.

Since SIF uses real funds to buy real 

stocks, the students take their research seri-

ously, Wisen explained. Usually they meet 

on Tuesdays to discuss the fund’s portfolio, 

but if a stock is on the move they won’t hesi-

tate to respond, regardless of what day it is.

It’s this mix of pressure and risk that 

attracts many of the students to the organi-

zation. “It’s one of the few programs that al-

lows you to get real risk exposure,” Brennen 

Chamberlain said. “It allows you to have 

real-world experience without being in the 

real world.” Chamberlain, a master’s stu-

dent studying business administration, is 

confident that the knowledge he has gained 

working as part of SIF will guarantee him a 

job after graduation, he said.

When asked if worrying about the 

fund’s portfolio kept them up at night, the 

whole group nodded and laughed. “It’s not 

uncommon that the day before a sell or a 

buy you’ll come by [and see people on the 

Bloomberg Terminal],” Chamberlain said. 

“People will be here nearly 24 hours a day 

just monitoring and watching.”

What used to take the class hours now 

only takes minutes on the terminal, Cham-

berlain said. “You spend less time doing 

busy work and spend more time focusing on 

the fundamentals of the company [you’re 

researching],” he said. “It really opens up the 

amount of information we have and makes 

it easier to get to.”

Wisen stresses that while the students in 

SIF are not risking their own money, they’re 

risking student funds. SIF provides UAF 

students with scholarships. “While we’re 

not involved, as a class, in determining who 

gets scholarships, it’s our job to manage the 

money prudently,” Wisen said.

Brian Rogers (now UAF’s chan-

cellor) and Joe Beedle (current president 

of Northrim Bank) donated the original 

$100,000 that started the fund in 1991. The 

fund’s holdings include more than 40 dif-

ferent stocks worth more than $580,000. 

That total does not include the money that 

has been taken out during the past 20 years 

to pay for various scholarships.

While SIF investments are down 

roughly four percent year-to-date, the 

market as a whole is down at least seven 

percent, Wisen said. “We’re beating the 

market, but it doesn’t feel good,” he said.

Wisen tells his students that if they 

have to choose between working smarter or 

harder, always go with smarts, Wisen said. 

“But, if you’re going to do both, work smart 

and work hard, you need the Bloomberg.”

News

UAF is an AA/EO Employer and Educational Institution

If you have any questions or problems applying,
please contact Human Resources at

907-474-7700, Monday - Friday 8-5 p.m.

www.uakjobs.com

ASUAF Web Director
Posting # 0062859

Student Marketing Assistant
Posting # 0062955

Student Labor Crew
Posting # 0062557

New computer helps student stockbrokers take on the market and win

(L-R) Students Ed Willis, Joey Shinn, Mitchell Titus and Craig Millard stand in front of the Student Investment Fund’s 
new Bloomberg Machine. (L-R) Professor Craig Wisen kneels in front of the machine alongside students Brennen 
Chamberlain, Spencer Tachick, Jeff Bue and Andrew Keysinski on Oct. 7, 2011. Jeremia Schrock/Sun Star
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Kelsey Gobroski
Sun Star Reporter

On Oct. 10, watchdog group Stop 
Animal Exploitation NOW sent out a press 
release demanding a federal fine and ex-
tensive investigation into animal welfare at 
UAF. Though university spokespeople say 
the problems in animal care outlined in the 
press release have been rectified, SAEN’s ac-
tions come near the end of what has been, 

at best, a troubling year at the school’s Large 
Animal Research Station (LARS).

“Overall, the staff and administration of 
[LARS] have shown a total disregard for the 
health and well-being of the animals in their 
care...” Michael A. Budkie, SAEN executive 
director wrote. He was referring to 12 mus-
koxen that died of malnutrition in late 2010 
and early 2011 – ultimately, the station lost a 
third of its herd. 

SAEN’s accusations come on the heels 
of a report released by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) on August 30. In it, 
the federal agency asks the university to 
correct multiple violations of the Animal 
Welfare Act including poor communication, 
insufficient employees to properly care for 
the animals, and inappropriate merging of 
job duties that led to conflicts of interests. 

The university says it addressed the 
issues even before the USDA released 

its report. The report is based on regular 
checkups and a summary by a consultant 
who came in December 2010. The consul-
tant has worked for the Association for As-
sessment and Accreditation of Laboratory 
Animal Care International. 

The university has kept the USDA in the 
loop during throughout the entire situation, 
according to John Blake, UAF’s attending 
veterinarian.

“This was a terrible thing that happened, 

and we’ve taken steps … to make sure that 
something like that doesn’t happen again,” 
said UAF spokesperson Marmian Grimes.

It seems impossible that a dozen Arctic 
mammals could falter under the care of a re-
search station that prides itself in its animal 
nutrition research. The cause of the deaths 
was listed as malnutrition, but it’s actually 
far more complicated. At the root of the 
problem, those familiar with the situation 
at LARS say, is a dysfunctional oversight 
system burdened with conflicts of interest. 

“Research staff at [LARS] were in-
structed not to contact the Attending Vet-
erinarian (AV) regarding problems of health 
and well-being due to concern with the AV’s 
additional role in the Office of Research In-
tegrity (ORI) and perceived fear of reprisal 
by the ORI,” USDA animal care official Tracy 
Thompson wrote in the report. Faculty 
suggested staff who had concerns go first 

through the facility’s chain of command, be-
fore going to Blake and Veterinary Services. 

Until this year, UAF also allowed re-
search faculty to oversee the day-to-day 
care of the animal facilities, which could 
have led to some corner cutting for the sake 
of research, Blake said. 

“We had a structural situation that fos-
tered this silo-ed mentality with poor com-
munication,” Blake said.

Visit www.uafsunstar.com for an inter-
active special report on the LARS muskox 
tragedy and UAF’s response. In addition to 
interviews with past and present staff, fac-
ulty and animal care officials; this extended 
coverage includes a multimedia timeline, 
documents, graphics and a guide to the 
people involved. 

Animal activists assail UAF over the deaths of a dozen muskoxen

Pregnant muskox at the Robert G. White Large Animal Research Station at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
Recently LARS has experienced the deaths of 12 muskoxen. The farm is now depending on this spring’s crop of calves 
to repopulate the herd. April 27, 2011. Heather Bryant/Sun Star

One of two orphaned calves brought to the Large Animal Research Station from the North Slope. Their herd 
was scattered by a grizzly bear and Fish and Game was unable to reunite the calves with their herd. Unable to 
survive on their own, the calves were brought to LARS. One has been transferred to the Alaska Zoo, the other will 
join the LARS herd. May 26, 2011. Heather Bryant/Sun Star
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UAF Nanook goalie, senior Scott Greenham, prepares for the beginning of the second period in the last game of the 
2011 Brice Alaska Goal Rush Hockey tournement, held the evening of Saturday, Oct. 15. 2011. Erin McGroarty/ Sun 
Star

UNO freshman, Jayson Megna (left) and UAF Senior. Justin Filzen (right), prepare for the puck drop at the begin-
ning of the second period in the last game of the 2011 Brice Alaska Goal Rush, held the evening of Saturday, Oct. 15. 
2011. Erin McGroarty/Sun Star

Nanook player Justin Tateson (#39) during an Oct. 15. 2011 game against the Mercyhurst Lakers. Photo provided by 
Baptiste Haentjens. 
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Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter

Nearly two thousand  people from Fair-

banks, Anchorage, Nebraska, and Pennsyl-

vania poured into the Carlson Center for 

the last game of the 2011 Brice Alaska Goal 

Rush Hockey Tournament Oct. 14. However, 

Nanook fans were tense, as there needed 

to be a victory of at least 5-0 in order to win 

the tournament against the Seawolves, and 

continue the winning streak that had been 

held for the past two years.

This tournament has been traditionally 

hosted by the UAF Nanooks, inviting the 

Seawolves and two teams from the Lower 

48 to the Carlson Center for two nights of 

loud, intense and edge-of-your-seat colle-

giate hockey. This year, the Nanooks hosted 

the UAA Seawolves from Anchorage, the 

Mercyherst Lakers from Pennsylvania and 

the UNO Mavericks from Omaha, Nebraska. 

There were two games held the night of 

Friday, Oct. 14.

The first game, which started at approx-

imately 5p.m., was between the UAA Sea-

wolves and the UNO Mavericks. While each 

team played strongly throughout the three 

periods, the University of Alaska Anchorage 

took the cake, winning the game with a solid 

3-0. The second game of the tournament 

played at 8p.m. that night between the UAF 

Nanooks and the Mercyhurst Lakers. The 

Nanooks left the game with a victory, win-

ning 5-2.

A first year rookie, Garrick Perry started 

the scoring 3 minutes and 43 seconds into 

the game. The rest of the team followed, 

with two goals scored by junior Nik Yarem-

chuck, a goal by senior Carlo Fenucci and 

a goal by sophomore Cody Kunyk. Junior 

goalie Steve Thompson also  turned away 21 

shots throughout the game.

The competition started off at 4 p.m. 

on the afternoon of Saturday, Oct. 15, with 

a game between the UAA Seawolves and 

the Mercyhurst lakers. The Seawolves took 

the game in stride, winning by 4 points, 6-2, 

and putting the competitive pressure on the 

Nanooks, with both teams striving for the 

trophy in the end.

The real heat came in the last game, be-

tween the UAF Nanooks and the Nebraska 

Omaha Mavericks, held that night at 7 p.m.

The Nanooks won the final game by 

3 points, 4-1, owing credit to sophomore 

Colton Beck, who made two of those goals, 

Nik Yaremchuk, who scored a point in the 

second period, and Nolan Youngmun, who 

scored a point  in the last period of the game. 

After a break from goalie, Scott Greenham 

made 31 saves in the game, only letting in 

one goal. 

“I was really happy with the way we 

played tonight,” junior defenseman Kaare 

Odegard said post-game Saturday night. 

“We made quick efficient passes, got the 

puck away from the goal, and played really 

well.”

While Nanook fans were thrilled with 

the two victories over the weekend, the Na-

nooks came a point short on the score tally, 

losing the trophy to the Seawolves.

“We had a really good effort out there on 

the ice in both our games,” Coach Meisner 

said at the post game press conference Oct 

15.

“From the puck drop to the ending 

horn, everyone was involved and we played 

hard.”

Sports

On the evening of Saturday, Oct. 15, the UAF Nanook Hockey team huddles for a pre-game talk before the last game 
of the 2011 Brice Alaska Goal Rush tournament, played against the UNO Mavericks. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

Nanook player Carlo Finucci (#39) takes a shot against the Mercyhurst Lakers goalie during an Oct. 15 2011 game. Photo provided by Baptiste Haentjens. 

Nanooks scorch opponents on the ice, but Seawolves take trophy
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Sarah Bressler
Sun Star Reporter

Between forming lifelong friendships 

with team members and having the time of 

one’s life on the court, field, or rink, to many 

athletes, some of the best memories of high 

school were made during a sport. But par-

ticipating in a sport doesn’t have to end 

with high school graduation. Opportunities 

in intramural sports make everything from 

broomball to quidditch available to UAF 

students.

All students, staff and their spouses are 

eligible to participate in intramural sports, 

in which teams within UAF compete against 

each other.  Although the sports are con-

ducted under professional rules, all skill 

levels are invited, as the main goal within 

the intramural sport community is to have 

fun, according to William Edwards, the in-

tramural sports supervisor.

“Mostly people are here to have fun, to 

exercise, and compete,”  Edwards said. “The 

best part of intramurals is that it combines 

fun with socializing. It’s a great way to meet 

other students and people within the UAF 

community.”

James Tinione, a freshman from Sol-

dotna, Alaska, recently got involved in 

broomball, one of the popular intramural 

sports on campus.

“Being on an intramural team is really 

great, I have met some new people, and 

got to know my teammates very well,” Ti-

nione said. “Also, being in a sport gives me a 

chance to take a break from homework and 

get some of my pent-up energy out.”

Although Tinione didn’t have much 

experience coming into broomball (many 

people do not), the same is not true for Jean 

Yves, an international student from Cam-

eroon, Africa, who takes soccer very seri-

ously.

Yves came to UAF in the fall of 2007 and 

has been playing intramural soccer with his 

team, Star International, for the past two 

years. On the team of 12 players, seven dif-

ferent countries are represented.  The team 

communicates in only English, as they do 

not share a common native language, only 

a love for soccer.

“In Cameroon, soccer is like religion. 

They have fun playing soccer, but it is a dif-

ferent kind of fun that is enjoyed in our cul-

ture. In Cameroon, if I want to hear a joke, I 

will stay home.” Yves said. From broomball 

to soccer, beginners to competitive players, 

UAF has dozens of intramural sports and 

teams to choose from.

The spectator-friendly games are usu-

ally held in the evening or at night in order to 

avoid time conflicts with classes. Depending 

on the sport, games and practices are held 

in the SRC, the Patty Ice Center, and Beluga 

Field. There are four different seasons, each 

one lasting seven weeks. Many sports, like 

broomball and soccer, are offered in more 

than one season in order to accompany the 

needs and availability of the athletes.

The easiest way to register a team, or 

become a free agent and get picked up by 

teams who need another player, is to go to 

www.uaf.edu/src/intramurals, and register.

Students get their game on in 
intramurals

A player winds up to throw during an intramural game of dodgeball, The Flying Monkeys vs. Purple Cobras. Oct. 12, 
2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

Leaping into the air an intramural volleyball player returns this serve to the other side, when  Arctic Penguins faced 
off The Volleyball Team. Oct. 12, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

Flying past the defense and into the endzone during an intramural flag football game,  the Facilitators vs. The Under-
dogs. Oct. 11, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star



13 www.uafsunstar.com October 18, 2011Arts & Entertainment

Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter

“If God sent an Angel to Earth – would 

you listen to what he had to say?”

The slogan to the movie “The Mes-

senger” gives the idea that the latest pro-

duction of UAF professor Kade Mendelowitz 

will turn out to be a special kind of film.

“The Messenger” is a story about life, 

death and faith. The film is slated to pre-

miere at UAF in 2012.

The female lead, Jessie, who was raised 

in a Catholic household, is the victim of 

rape in a parking lot. This traumatic expe-

rience plunges the host of the well-known 

talk show “The Jessie Show” into a monu-

mental personal crisis were she no longer 

knows what to believe in. A man named 

Michael contacts her claiming he is an angel 

and wants to be a guest in her talk show. 

He appears on the show and opens a dis-

cussion about faith that seems to come at 

the right moment for Jessie. But who is the 

strange man without a last name? Actually 

a messenger of God? Or the declared dead 

Michael Arzdohoth who escaped years ago 

from a mental institution?

“I have to admit that I am really scared 

of death. So I thought what else could be 

more interesting then to take life and death, 

believing or not believing as the topic for my 

next movie?” Mendelowitz said. “People say 

you should not talk about politics, money 

and religion with a friend. But those hot 

topics are what life is about.”

It took him eight months to write the 

piece. Originally “The Messenger” wasn’t 

created to be only a movie. For the first time 

in his career as an author, the light-and-

multimedia art designer wanted to write a 

piece that could be both a film and a play.

“I wrote the story in a way that the whole 

talk show part on its own was supposed to 

be performed on stage. In the movie this re-

corded live sequence should be cut into it,” 

Mendelowitz said.

The rehearsal for the play, which was 

supposed to have its premiere this week on 

campus, was almost done when the male 

lead who was going to play Michael needed 

to exit the production due to personal rea-

sons.

“It’s a huge disappointment that the 

play isn’t happening now. Other than that, 

it’s going really well with the movie. Crew 

and faculty members have been really co-

operative,” Mendelowitz said.

For the character Michael, there is a 

well-experienced replacement: Andrew 

Cassel. 

The 42-year-old theater senior has been 

steadily acting for 12 years.

“My heart is with the Fairbanks Shake-

speare Theatre. I have traveled the world 

with that company and I love performing 

Shakespeare,” Cassel said. “But I also love 

working at UAF. There are always new people 

to work with and the faculty is wonderful.”

The whole idea of the movie was fasci-

nating for him.

“Any time there is a chance to talk about 

morals and debate the place of evil in the 

world there is a chance to improve human 

understanding,” Cassel said.

To be the “last-minute hero” for the 

project was exciting and unexpected for 

Cassel, who is thrilled to have the chance to 

perform a role like this, he said.

“People treat you a little differently 

when you’re in angel mode. Like they are 

afraid about getting hit with wings. Al-

though there are no angel wings in the film 

itself,” Cassel said.

With Carrie Baker, Mendelowitz got an-

other well-experienced actress. The 37-year-

old spent several years on stage in the New 

York Theater and took part in different TV 

productions before she and her husband 

moved to Fairbanks where she teaches sev-

eral acting classes at UAF. For the mother of 

a young boy, the Theatre UAF production is 

a premiere of a special kind.

“I have never been pregnant acting be-

fore. My character Jessie is pregnant as well, 

not knowing if her husband is the father or 

the guy who raped her,” Baker said. “But 

because I am in the seventh month now we 

needed to shoot the rape scene at first.”

The first day of shooting of the approxi-

mately $3,000 film was Memorial Day this 

past summer. Mendelowitz hopes to finish 

shooting on Nov. 6. The professor gets sup-

port for the film shoot not only from the 

approximately 30 actors who take part in 

the movie, but also from the “Let’s Make a 

Movie” class and the approximately 16 stu-

dents in the UAF film program established 

last year.

“It’s the most ambitious project I ever 

worked on and the biggest crew I ever 

worked with. And boy – it makes life so 

much easier,” Mendelowitz said.

“I love Fairbanks but it’s not that easy to 

make it look pretty,” Mendelowitz said.

The premiere of the film will be on 

campus in April or May of next year. 

“I have no doubt that some people will 

find the movie controversial,” Mendelowitz 

said.

The Messenger production

On the set of “The Messenger”. Photo courtesy of the UAF Theatre Department.
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Survey
Dear Ms. Bryant,

I am writing in response to your recent editorial regarding the Sun Star’s self-

improvement survey. Such a survey is a laudable exercise, and I’m glad you’re trying to 

solicit feedback. However, I have a few questions: where was this survey posted? Was it in 

your printed paper? Was an email sent out on the UAF student list serve? Were there fliers 

in the wood center? I’m asking because I would have loved to fill out a survey to improve 

the Sun Star, but I didn’t know it was being done. Since every student pays the student 

activity fee, we should all have had a chance to participate. Another area of concern was 

that you mentioned that the Sun Star had been working on the survey for the last few 

months. That’s great, except that school’s only been in session for one month. In the fu-

ture, if you’re going to ask for feedback on a publication to which students are obligated to 

subscribe, please solicit feedback from the entire community. 51 people are a pretty poor 

turnout for the 10,000+ students throughout Alaska who pay their student fees. Thank you 

for your time.

Joe Alloway

Better accessibility
This semester I made friends with a freshman named Timmy. Timmy has a muscular 

disorder that requires him to use a walker. Timmy loved living at UAF; one of his favorite 

things to do was creating corny pickup lines. “Girls can’t slap me, I’m special,” he’d say, but 

he was always too shy to use them. After a month, Timmy decided to he had to leave. He felt 

that in the winter getting to places like the Tilly would be too hard for him with his walker. 

It made me think about how inaccessible our campus really is to people with disabilities.

Last week UAF completed a new set of stairs in front of MBS. It looks great, smack be-

tween the two sets of stairs that were already there. There is no ramp in front of MBS; you 

have to go to the back or up the road and around. The University is constructing an 88 

million dollar building on West Ridge. Meanwhile, every year students fall and get hurt 

walking down the hill to the Tilly. Just a portion of that construction cost could build a cov-

ered walkway similar to the indoor “spines” that connect buildings at UAA. I’m not trying 

to criticize but I feel that safety and accessibility for all students needs to take priority over 

new buildings and useless staircases. Students like Timmy deserve and education as much 

as anyone else.     

Kaitlin Johnson

Value of a degree
Dear Editor, 

I was listening to Morning edition on October 14 and one of the topics was occupy Wall 

Street featuring student interviews about the movement. There was one that truly struck a 

cord, a phrase “a Bachelor degree means nothing these days.” I would occupy Wall Street 

just for that.  Why, after thousands of dollars of “university education,” a Bachelor degree 

will not open doors?  This is an expensive piece of paper to simply mean NOTHING. Sadly. 

I feel that the student interviewed was right. Universities answer me this: why am I paying 

money for a product (education) that will not help me.  Why are you not training me in a 

way that I would be employable? Why aren’t you teaching relevant things? Am I partici-

pating in a big con? 

Elizabeth Kandror

Opinion

Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 
Say it here. The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 
letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box 
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Q:  I saw a TV commercial encour-
aging women to do monthly breast self-
examinations for detection of possible 
breast cancer. I don’t think I know what 
I am supposed to feel and so I just don’t 
do it.

A:   I’ve heard quite a few women say 
this. While examining your breasts you are 
looking for a small lump which feels hard 
and fixed, like a pebble or frozen pea that 
won’t move.  If you find a lump that feels 
like this you should see your health care 
provider for further evaluation.  Addi-
tionally, if you are having unusual nipple 
discharge, a light pink dry rash around the 
nipple that won’t go away, or dimpling 
of the breast tissue, check in with your 
health care provider.  Keep in mind that 
your breasts may swell before and during 
your period.  They might also feel more 
tender, sore or lumpy at that time too.   
After your period is a good time to check 
your breasts because the tenderness has 
usually subsided by then. 

Q:  I’m only 
20 years old.  Do 
I really have to 
start checking my 
breasts at this point 
in my life?

A:  The American Cancer society 
recommends that all women 20 and over 
perform breast self-examination (BSE) 
every month. Your chances of having 
breast cancer at this age are slim but none 
the less, I think it a reasonable thing to do.  
By doing BSE on a monthly basis, you will 
become familiar with your breast tissue 
and be able to easily detect an abnor-
mality should one arise later on in life.

Q:  When should I begin to have 
mammograms?

A:  In its guidelines for the early de-
tection of breast cancer, the American 
Cancer Society recommends annual 
mammograms beginning at the age of 40.
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