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Stranger danger
A male in the Wood Center reported 

feeling uncomfortable around a 50-year-old 

man who was acting strange and saying in-

appropriate things on Oct. 14. The man was 

not a student. An officer found that he had 

already been banned from UAF, escorted 

him out and extended his banishment. 

Fundraising calls
A male made several calls to the KUAC 

fundraising line on Oct. 15. He made threats 

to show up with a baseball bat. There is no 

indication that he is affiliated with UAF and 

the investigation is in progress.

Stop, in the name of law
Police stopped a female, 27, UAF stu-

dent for failure to stop at the stop sign in 

the Fine Arts Complex parking lot on Oct. 

15. The woman was driving with a revoked 

license. The officer arrested the woman and 

transported her to Fairbanks Correctional 

Center where she was charged with driving 

with a revoked license.

Bud night
A Resident Assistant reported a male 

student in Bartlett Hall on Oct. 16 who was 

intoxicated and distraught over a death 

in the family and girlfriend problems . His 

roommate agreed to take custody and be 

responsible for him for the night.

Walk the line
An off-duty community service officer 

reported a 29-year-old man from Fairbanks 

walking in the road on Tanana Loop. He was 

found to be in violation of the terms of his 

probation for a felony DUI and was arrested 

and transported to the Fairbanks Correc-

tional Center on Oct. 16. 

Delivering the news
Alaska State Troopers requested as-

sistance from the UAFPD trying to locate 

a person who was looking in vehicles. A 

newspaper delivery employee caught a 

person looking  in cars with a flashlight in 

the Westwood Way area on Oct. 16 and con-

tacted police. AST is currently investigating 

the case.
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This report is based on the information 
published by the University Police Depart-
ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 
with crimes in this report are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

To honor cancer patients and fight for a cure, Stevens 
Hall residenct assistant Michael Mancill got his head 
shaved during Be Bold, Be Bold 2011.  Oct. 20, 2011. 
Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star
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Editorial

The Sun Star 

budget hasn’t 

changed in decades. 

The paper once re-

ceived 15 percent of 

the ASUAF fee, (cur-

rently $35 per student 

per semester). We 

now receive seven percent. It works out 

to about $2.45 per student, per semester. 

That’s the cost of one copy of the Sunday 

Anchorage Daily News in Fairbanks. For 

that, students receive 26 printed issues of 

the paper, online updates, free classified ads 

and coverage of everything from Nanook 

sports to your student government.

The rest of the budget comes from ad 

sales. Jordan Shilling, our ad manager, has 

done a great job this semester. We’ve had 

the most sales in recent memory. But with 

the economy in its current state and our em-

ployees changing each year, we can’t always 

count on success like Jordan’s.

Last year was a difficult year for The 

Sun Star, and we’ve recovered but we need 

to make long-term plans. Currently, The Sun 

Star is financially sound. Our bills are paid 

and we adhere to the budget like a raven to 

McDonald’s French fries. But our budget is 

modest. In order to keep the paper viable, 

we can’t cover everything we’d like to cover.

On a regular basis, I receive emails 

about story ideas, press releases or letters to 

the editor. People often ask “why didn’t you 

cover this?” or “will you cover this event?” I 

wish we could cover everything. And I want 

to know what’s most important to you.

Over the 

coming weeks 

we’ll start a con-

versation about 

the future of The 

Sun Star. A student 

newspaper can 

and should be a 

cornerstone of life 

on a university 

campus. It is the 

avenue by which 

the most students 

have their voices 

heard.

Last year, ap-

proximately 140 

students were quoted in The Sun Star. Add in 

faculty and staff and the total jumps to 347. 

So far this year, approximately 70 students 

have had a chance to be heard because of 

The Sun Star.

Last week, we released a full investiga-

tion into the deaths of 12 muskoxen who 

died of malnutrition. Stories this compli-

cated need in-depth coverage to tease the 

details apart. Stories such as these in-depth 

investigations are important to understand 

the full story about how something like that 

can happen and how it is dealt with.

The up-

coming salary da-

tabase will make 

the salaries of all 

staff and faculty at 

UAF, and eventu-

ally the entire UA 

system, available. 

Salaries make up 

more than half 

of the system’s 

budget and we 

have a right to 

know who makes 

what and why. It 

is The Sun Star’s 

duty to report on 

where our university spends its money, but 

we can only provide more investigative re-

porting when we have the funds to do so.

This is your student newspaper, and I 

want you to be a part of the discussion.

The publication board for The Sun Star 

and I are looking at our options going for-

ward so that we can provide you with the 

newspaper that you deserve.

The option we are pursuing is sepa-

rating The Sun Star from ASUAF. Currently 

we are bound by a governance agreement 

that funds the paper with seven percent of 

the ASUAF fee and places two ASUAF mem-

bers on the publication board.

The Sun Star should be an independent 

newspaper, with an independent publica-

tion board.

We will need your support over the 

next few weeks to make this a reality. UAF 

deserves an independent newspaper with a 

solid foundation in order to serve your in-

terests.  With more funding, we could finally 

cover more of your events. We could provide 

the multimedia experience that defines the 

world of journalism in this era. We could 

bring to light the inner workings of the uni-

versity. You asked if we could cover more – 

we want to cover more, too.

Creating the Sun Star you deserve

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
The Sun Star

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Senators in attendance
Jesse Cervin, Will Collingwood, Chris-

tian Burns-Shafer, Timothy Grediagin, 

Andy Chamberlain, Michael Golub, Arthur 

Martin, Robert Kinnard III, Chelsea Holt, 

Blake Burley and Sophia Grzeskowiak-

Amezquita.

Senators absent
Jennifer Chambers and John Netardus

Officers in attendance
Mari Freitag (ASUAF president)

Dillon Ball (ASUAF vice president)

Josh Banks (government relations di-

rector)

New senator named
Blake Burley was named to the ASUAF 

senate. The senate now has 12 members.

Elections board members 
named

Chelsea Holt and Courtney Enright 

were appointed to the elections board. 

Dillon Ball chairs the board, which oversees 

ASUAF elections. 

Mo’ money, mo’ funding
“SB 177-011A: Budget Redistribution” 

will allocate $12,500 from ASUAF’s staff 

budget to various funds within the student 

government. These funds include $1,000 

to each of the senate’s five committees and 

$500 to each committee’s chair. Each com-

mittee chair has a discretionary fund. The 

staff budget is smaller this year since ASUAF 

hired a new office manager at a lower salary 

than had been budgeted. The bill passed by 

a vote of 9-0-1, with the abstention coming 

from Jesse Cervin.

Power play bill
“SB 177-015: Sponsoring Power Play 

Event at the Museum of the North” would 

give $500 to the UA Museum of the North 

to help cover the costs of the museum’s Oct. 

20 student-only event. The event cost ap-

proximately $1,000. The bill was sent to the 

student affairs committee.

Quidditch Club bill
“SB 177-016: Recognizing Quidditch 

Club’s Participation” would give $200 to the 

Quidditch Club as thanks for their involve-

ment at the ASUAF Party Rock Dance and 

to encourage their continued participation 

at campus events. The bill was sent to the 

student affairs committee.

Club Council to be abolished?
“SB 177-017: Club Council Ad-Hoc 

Committee” would abolish the club council 

and create a committee instead. It would 

be composed of club members who would 

allot money to clubs based on applications 

submitted to the committee.  The hope is to 

streamline the funding process, president 

Mari Freitag said. The bill was sent to the 

internal affairs committee.

Club Council attendance bill
“SB 177-018: Club Council Attendance” 

will allow club council to consider funding 

applications from clubs who were not of-

ficially recognized at the council’s first 

meeting. The bill was passed by consent. A 

bill is passed by consent when no one ob-

jects to its passing.

ASUAF Oct. 23 meeting highlights
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Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter
In the basement of the Patty Center, 

loud pops rang out, but that was the only 

sound. Late Thursday afternoon on Oct. 20, 

young men and women lined up and sight 

in their guns, at the UAF rifle range for one 

of their weekly practices under the instruc-

tion of Coach Dan Jordan. While other 

teams get pumped and excited by cheering 

and adrenalin, in this sport, silence and 

focus are vital.

“Controlling your breathing is the key,” 

Mats Eriksson said, as he adjusted the site 

on the rifle. “We can change it from right to 

left, but up and down is up to the shooter 

and the slightest movement can throw your 

aim completely off.”

So far the rifle team has competed in 

three matches, all outside of Alaska. These 

were the tournament in Oxford, Missouri 

against the Ole Miss rifle team, the tour-

nament in Martin, Tennessee, against the 

Martin, Tennessee University team, and the 

tournament in Murray, Kentucky, against 

Murray State University. The UAF team won 

two out of these three matches, only losing 

to Ole Miss by three points with a score of 

4645 to Ole Miss’ 4648. The team swept the 

competition in Martin, Tennessee, winning 

by 87 points, and continued their impressive 

performance at Murray State University, 

winning 4631 - 4628. There next competi-

tion will be held on Oct. 29, in El Paso, Texas. 

“It’s definitely a mental game, as well 

as physical” Dan Jordan said as he sat in the 

range watching his team shoot.

Over the past 20 years, the UAF Men and 

Women’s Rifle team claimed many titles. 

The team brought home first place 10 times 

at the NCAA National Rifle Championship 

starting in 1994, winning the other nine out 

of the past 12 championships since 1999. 

The team also finished as runner-up four 

times. As well as being very successful at the 

NCAA Championship competitions, UAF 

team members have also received many 

individual awards. Eight shooters have won 

a total of 15 National Championship titles 

since 1988, and in the same length of time, 

57 Alaska shooters have taken home 175 All-

American honors awards from many other 

competitions. These titles over the years 

have made UAF one of those prestigious col-

lege rifle programs in the nation.

This will be Jordan’s seventh year 

coaching. Over the years the team has done 

well, starting off winning the NCAA Cham-

pionship Jordan’s first year coach, and con-

tinuing their victories since then. Jordan 

was named the Alaska Athletic Depart-

ment’s Coach of the year in both 2006 and 

2007, as well as being awarded the NCAA 

Rifle Coach of the Year, three consecutive 

years in 2005, 2006, and 2007. Starting his 

hobby and eventual career at the age of 9, 

Jordan was involved in rifle throughout his 

life before he attended UAF and shot on the 

team for two years before being delayed by a 

serious rock climbing accident between his 

sophomore and junior years in college.

“I absolutely love it,” Jordan said, 

smiling at his team as they practiced. “It’s 

definitely my dream job,” Jordan said. “I 

hope to continue coaching as long as I have 

the drive for the team to do well.”

This year the team has nine members, 

four are incoming freshman. The team in-

cludes students from all over the US and 

countries such as Poland, Sweden, and 

Norway.

Five members remain from last years 

team of 13. These are Cole Bures, an  elec-

trical engineering  junior, Scott Franz, 

a mechanical engineering junior, Anna 

Hjelmevoll of Norway, a sophomore 

studying political science, Michael Liuzza, 

a sophomore in business administration, 

and Julia Redzia of Poland, a sophomore 

studying petroleum engineering.

There are also four new members of 

the time, all incoming freshman. These are 

Ryan Anderson, a biology freshman, Mats 

Eriksson, a freshman from Sweden studying 

business management, Donal Hannan, a 

freshman studying fisheries, and Robert 

Williams, the only member originally from 

Fairbanks, a freshman studying biology.

“There has been a huge turn over on the 

team this year,  seven members graduated 

last year and we got four new freshman,” 

Jordan said. “But, I have a really good feeling 

about this team. There is a lot of potential.”

During this season, which will continue 

until March, the rifle team will travel  to 

many competitions around  Alaska and the 

country in preparation for their final com-

petition of the year at the NCAA Champion-

ship. The tournament will be held in March 

of 2012 where  the team will work to uphold 

UAF’s place as one of the top rifle programs 

in the US.

Mechanical engineering student Scott Franz shoots in the standing position in the Patty Center Rifle Range on the 
afternoon of Thursday, Oct. 20, 2011. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

Mechanical engineering junior Scott Franz takes aim and calms himself before pulling the trigger at the Patty Center 
Rifle Range on the afternoon of Thursday, Oct. 20, 2011. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star 

A force to be reckoned with
Nanook Rifle Team at top of their game
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Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter
The Alaska Nanooks showed resilience 

and spirit this weekend in both hockey 

games against the Western Michigan 

Broncos. However, that was not enough to 

bring them a victory in either game. Western 

Michigan has been a constant rival of the 

Alaska Nanooks, and played hard against 

the Nanooks in the two-game match.

“I think we came into tonight’s game 

hoping to respond hard to last night’s loss, 

and even though we tied, the players played 

a hard game and made a good effort,” Coach 

Dallas Fergeson said in the post-game press 

conference on Oct. 22. “I’m proud of how we 

played out there both tonight and last night.”

The Alaska Nanooks lept to an early 

lead, scoring a goal within the first twelve 

and half minutes of the game Friday night. 

That goal by Jarret Granberg was  followed 

by three goals from Western Michigan Uni-

versity within the second period. While Na-

nook offense made a hard effort to take back 

the game, West Michigan University goalie 

Nick Pisellini guarded the goal well, not let-

ting any of the Nanooks’ many attempted 

shots into the net. In the end, the Nanooks 

held their chins up in hopes that they would 

make a comeback in the next night’s game, 

taking inspiration from goalie Scott Green-

ham’s 30 saves.

The next night started fast-paced and 

stayed that way throughout the game. The 

Nanooks started the game with some rough 

plays, landing both Nanook and Western 

Michigan players in the penalty box within 

the first two minutes of the game. Ben 

Warda of Western Michigan University was 

seriously injured, and teammates helped 

him off the ice with four minutes and thirty 

seconds left in the first period. At the end 

of the first 20 minute period, the Western 

Michigan University Broncos had one point, 

and the Alaska Nanooks had zero.

Saturday’s game continued with UAF 

attempting many goals but not succeeding. 

Western Michigan continued their streak by 

scoring another goal in the second period. 

The third period started with a score of two 

to zero in favor of the Broncos. Two minutes 

into the  third period, the Alaska Nanooks 

made a comeback, with a goal scored by 

Nick Yaremchuk. The crowd erupted in 

cheers. The Nanooks kept on the offense for 

the majority of the third period. In the last 

two minutes of the period Andy Taranto 

scored the second goal for UAF, tying the 

game 2-2. A shootout followed five minutes 

of overtime with no scores from either team. 

The game ended 2-2, with WMU scoring two 

goals during the shootout, and UAF scoring 

one.

The Alaska Nanooks will be on the road 

next week, traveling to compete against 

Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio on 

Thursday, Oct. 27, and Friday, Oct. 28.

Nanooks get bucked by Michigan 
Broncos

On the evening of Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011, members of the Alaska Nanook ockey team line up on the ice as they are 
introduced  to the audience. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

At the second CCHA game held Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011, UAF junior Kaare Odegard (right), and WMU senior Greg Squires stand with bated breath after Quires took a shot at 
goal. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

Sports
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Sarah Bressler
Sun Star Reporter
In 2011, more than 1.5 million Ameri-

cans will be diagnosed with cancer, ac-

cording to the American Cancer Society. 

This deadly disease will take the lives of an 

estimated 571,950 citizens, which is more 

than 1,500 people everyday. In an effort to 

put an end to cancer, hundreds of billions 

of dollars are spent every year on research, 

support for cancer survivors and treatment 

for those currently fighting for their lives.

Much of the money comes from non-

profit charities. Hundreds of cancer chari-

ties exist. Together, these organizations do-

nate money to virtually all angles of cancer 

research and treatment. Be Bold, Be Bald!, 

a nationwide cancer awareness/fundraiser 

event, took place on Oct. 21. The UAF com-

munity alone has raised more than $800 so 

far.

Be Bold, Be Bald! was founded by 

Small Army, an advertising, marketing and 

creative services agency  in Boston. Small 

Army created the aid organization in 2007, 

after the co-founder of Small Army lost his 

battle with cancer. Be Bold, Be Bald! is a 

unique charity, as it does not simply ask for 

donations.  Instead, participants must wear 

a “bald” cap on Oct. 21, according to their 

website and find people to sponsor them 

for doing so. The caps can be ordered from 

beboldbebald.org.

Scott Hall, assistant resident director 

of Stevens Hall, and Tristian Monterastelli, 

assistant resident director of Nerland Hall, 

decided to introduce Be Bold, Be Bald! to 

the UAF community this year. It was the first 

organized Be Bold, Be Bald! event not only 

on the UAF campus, but in Alaska.

“It is one of the most extraordinary 

fundraisers,” said Monterastelli, who has 

individually participated in the event for the 

past two years.

Stevens Hall staff took the community 

service project one step further and an-

nounced that they would actually shave 

their heads if the goal of $500 was met. The 

shaving event took place outside of Stevens 

Hall on Oct. 20, at 6p.m., where four staff 

members including one woman, Jasmyne 

Johnson, had their heads shaved as they 

joked and laughed with each other.

All four staff members were very pas-

sionate for the cause.

“All four of my aunts have had cancer, 

and I wanted to help nip this thing in the 

butt.” Johnson said, when asked why she 

shaved her head. Johnson was amazed by 

the success of the first-year event. “Our goal 

was $500 and we raised over $800,” she said. 

“I am very impressed with how just a few 

people can make such a difference.

After her head was shaved, Johnson 

smiled and exclaimed, “It feels amazing.”

On Oct. 21, the  day of the Be Bold, Be 

Bald! event, eight students wore bald caps 

for the cause.

Next year, Monterastelli and Hall hope 

to have an even bigger turnout. They were 

happy with the numbers, as it was the first 

time holding this charity event at UAF. 

Monterselli will accept donations for 

the cause until Nov. 10, when he will put all 

the money together and send it in. If anyone 

is still interested in donating to the Be Bold, 

Be Bald! foundation, they can e-mail Mon-

terselli at tmmonterastelli@alaska.edu, or 

go online to beboldbebald.org and click 

donate.

Students shave heads, raise
cancer awareness

“Leave the beard,” was Blake Eggemeyer’s only request before taking the chair and losing his hair.  Be Bold, Be Bald 
2011. Oct. 20, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

Stevens Hall resident assistant Michael Mancill shaved his head during the cancer-fighting  fundraiser, Be Bold, Be 
Bald 2011.  Oct. 20, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

News
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*IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Limited-time offer ends Dec. 17, 2011. 4G speeds delivered by HSPA+ with enhanced backhaul.  Not available everywhere.  Deployment ongoing.  Compatible device and data plan required.  Learn more at att.com/network. Coverage & svcs, including 
mobile broadband, not avail everywhere. Qualified customers only. Activation Fee of $36. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled in first 30 days, but up to $325 or $150 depending on device. Two or one year contract required unless purchasing at full commitment price. 
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visit att.com for details and coverage map. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d charge. Download uses data from your data plan. Monthly discount: Available 
to qualified employees of companies and/or government agencies and qualified students and employees of colleges/universities with a qualified business agreement (“Business Agreement”). Service discount subject to corresponding Business Agreement and may be interrupted and/
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apply. See contract and rate plan for details. Rollover Minutes:  Unused Anytime Mins expire after the 12th billing period.  Night & Weekend & Mobile to Mobile mins do not roll over. Sales tax based on State law© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All right reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo 
and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

As a part of University of Alaska, you’ll enjoy the AT&T Sponsorship 
Program discount and all the other benefits of AT&T:

• Unlimited usage on the nation’s largest Wi-Fi® network1

•  Simultaneous use of voice and data on the nation’s fastest mobile broadband network
•  Keep unused minutes from month to month with Rollover®,  

only from AT&T
• Surf the Web on the nation’s fastest mobile broadband network
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store closest to you visit att.com/find-a-store. Please have proof of eligibility (employee 
badge, pay stub or student ID).

You could  
be saving 15%

on qualifying AT&T services.*

head of the class

HTC InspireTM  
4G†
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MOTOROLA 
ATRIXTM 4G†

LG ThrillTM 
4G†
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Campus Cache 
SUBWAY® Restaurant
Hours of Operation

Available only at the Campus Cache SUBWAY® Restaurant.

Noon - Midnight Daily

Bear Bucks and Munch Money 
accepted at the Campus Cache
SUBWAY® Restaurant.

©2011 Doctor’s Associates Inc. SubwAy® is a registered trademark of Doctor’s Associates Inc. Additional charge for extras. Not valid 
with other coupon offers or discount cards. Excludes Premium subs. Limited time only. Offer expires 10/31/2011.

Advertisements
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter
The Master Planning Committee (MPC) 

sculpts UAF’s future by managing new 

construction, facilities services, and land-

scaping on campus.

The current Campus Master Plan 

(CMP) 2010 was created in the summer of 

2009. The committee is a group of no more 

than 21 chancellor-appointed members, 

consisting of faculty, staff, students and 

community members. They get together 

every two weeks to update and make rec-

ommendations on the CMP. The MPC is the 

advisory committee to the chancellor, who 

is currently Brian Rogers. The committee 

plots out recommendations and Rogers de-

cides whether to accept or decline them.

The Board of Regents requires a master 

plan for each campus and it must be re-

newed every five to seven years, according 

to their policy. The University of Alaska Fair-

banks has made campus master plans since 

in 1922. “A CMP is a planning document that 

supports the campus academic, strategic, 

and capital plans, providing a framework 

for their implementation,” according to the 

CMP website.

Among that group is Lydia Anderson, 

director and representative of Student Ser-

vices. “I enjoy being part of a team that con-

tinually looks at the big picture for the UAF 

campus in terms of planning,” she said. “I’d 

like to think that I am making a difference 

by helping to envision a more workable 

and livable campus... to help shape a future 

campus for students and staff.”

The MPC follows its bylaws which can 

be changed by a two-thirds vote of the entire 

committee and authorization by the chan-

cellor. All of the regular MPC meetings are 

open to the public. They are held every two 

weeks, usually on Thursdays from 9a.m. to 

11a.m. Sept.-May in the chancellor’s confer-

ence room in 330 Signers’ Hall and when 

necessary in summer. The first scheduled 

meeting is in fall and announcements about 

meeting changes are made there and on the 

website.

Anyone served by UAF Facilities and 

academic programs is welcome to bring 

in proposals to be considered by the chan-

cellor. The MPC is in charge of writing them 

out for Rogers to revise.

The chair is a faculty member of the 

committee chosen yearly by the chancellor. 

Richard Boone, the current chair is in charge 

of the MPC meetings and making sure the 

MPC accomplishes its work.

“Most importantly I enjoy helping the 

university move forward with respect to 

planning how our facilities best serve the 

university’s mission,” he said in an email. 

“The only difficult aspect of being Chair is 

helping to resolve conflicts when proposed 

activities have both positive and negative 

impacts. However, I enjoy the process of 

conflict resolution. Oftentimes compromise 

solutions develop when information is pro-

vided and when groups communicate.”

Members usually serve three-year 

terms except students, who serve one term, 

unless renewed at the chancellor’s discre-

tion. Committee members are selected from 

various areas of interest, but are expected to 

take all aspects of UAF’s mission into con-

sideration.

Subcommittees and groups may also 

be created to help with more specific plans. 

They must have three to nine members with 

one serving as chair. The subcommittee 

chair and members are reviewed by the 

committee chair and finalized by the chan-

cellor. At a minimum, one MPC member 

must serve on each subcommittee and 

working group.

So far this year, 16 recommendations 

have been made by the MPC including an 

outdoor ice rink in front of the Student Rec-

reation Center and a solar panel project. The 

full 2010 plan can be found at www.uaf.edu/

files/fs/CampusMasterPlan2010.pdf.

News

The big picture

Members of the Master Planing Committee meet this quarter in the Nanook room at the Patty Center. Oct. 20, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

Students help plan UAF’s future
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Jane Groseclose
Sun Star Reporter
As part of the Snedden Guest Lecture 

Series, Washington Post’s investigative re-

porter Cheryl Thompson did a public pre-

sentation about her investigative work on 

Wednesday Oct. 26, and to UAF journalism 

classes during the week. 

“Guns in America,” the title of her lec-

ture, draws from Thompson’s work from the 

Washington Post’s series, “The Hidden Life 

of Guns.” The series focuses on several as-

pects of gun crimes, including Thompson’s 

Emmy-award-winning piece, “A Cop Killer’s 

Remorse.”

Part of the investigation she performed 

involved analyzing data on “traced” guns, 

provided by the National Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, and Firearms. “Traced” guns are 

guns that have been used in violent crimes 

and seized by police officers, such as murder 

weapons. The National Tracing Center 

tracks down as much ownership informa-

tion as possible of a gun, by serial number.

During the investigation, Thompson 

tracked down information about 511 shoot-

ings of police officers in the last decade. 

Information she gathered included how the 

suspect confronted the police victim, the 

type of gun, demographics of suspects, how 

the suspect acquired the gun and the sen-

tence outcomes of the suspects.

“I didn’t know anything about guns, I 

didn’t have any preconceived expectations, 

because I knew nothing,” Thompson re-

called. “I had never even touched one.”

Thompson grew up in Chicago, and 

shared many anecdotal stories of the area. 

Once, she wanted to interview the owner 

of a gun shop that had been the top seller 

of “traced” guns in the country. The owner 

and employees were not particularly coop-

erative. She then said to the owner, “look, 

I’m from here,” and proceeded to tell him 

about herself, hoping it would make him 

feel more comfortable. “What’s your last 

name?” he replied. Turns out he went to the 

same school as her brothers and knew one 

of them from football. He spoke with her for 

an hour and a half.

“My father was an elementary school 

teacher,” Thompson recounted to the class, 

“he owned a shotgun, but my brothers and I 

knew not to touch it.

Thomson reports for the Washington 

Post, and served as adjunct professor at the 

University of Florida, and Georgetown and 

Howard universities. She has a bachelor’s 

degree in speech communication and a 

master’s degree in journalism, from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Gunning for the truth
Guest lecturer talks guns, cop killers

News
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Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter

As  the days are getting shorter it’s time 

for all the werewolves, witches and ghosts 

to show their creepy faces and play. Many 

events on and around campus allow the 

Halloween monsters inside of us break free 

or just spend a decent spooky time on the 

scariest night of all nights.

Wood Center:
On Saturday, Oct. 29,the Wood Center 

hosts the third annual Family Halloween 

Bash Activities such as Mars vs. Aliens 

Bowling, Space Walk, Fishing in Space, and 

Rocket Launch promise fun from out of this 

world. Kids from 1 to 12 years in age must 

have adult supervision. Participants who 

bring a can of food support the Fairbanks 

Community Food Bank and earn free ad-

mission. The family-friendly creepy fun 

starts at 4p.m. and runs until 6p.m.

Dancers of all ages can participate in 

“Thrill The World 2011.” They’ll perform 

at Wood Center at 6 p.m. and invite all of 

Fairbanks to join them. It’s part of an effort 

to break the world record in dancing the 

thriller dance at the same time. Organizer 

Kelly Kohler says the start time may change. 

Check the “Thrill the world 2011: Fairbanks, 

Alaska” Facebook page for updates.

Residence Life:
The Department of Residence Life is 

staging a Freak Week for UAF students.

On Tuesday, Oct. 25 an event called 

“Ghoulish Crafts” in the Hess Recreation 

Center offers the opportunity to create Hal-

loween cards. The event also features give-

aways from 9 until 11 p.m. 

From 9 to 11 p.m. on Wednesday the 

Voodoo Lounge opens their doors for thirsty 

vampires who are ready to have fun with 

non alcoholic and tasty drinks in the Hess 

Rec.

The Nanook Horror Theater occupies 

the Hess Recreation Center on Thursday, 

Oct. 27 for a showing of the film “Hobo With 

a Shotgun”  at 8 p.m.

For those concerned about the un-

dead, the Zombie Attacks program will offer 

Zombie survival training on Friday, Oct. 28, 

at 7 p.m. in the Hess Recreation Center. Par-

ticipants will learn how to not get bitten and 

other general safety tips.

Chilling Children’s Carnival including 

Trick or Treating tours in MBS will get the 

little ones into the right Halloween holiday 

feeling on Saturday. Kids can start filling 

their bags with candy at 5:30 p.m. and can 

go home with big smiles at 8 p.m. 

“The biggest dance of the year,” ac-

cording to Moore Hall Residence Director 

Brad Bishop, takes place on Saturday, Oct. 

29. Partiers 18 years old or older can put 

their bodies in a fancy costume and shake it 

at the Boogaloo Bungalow costume dance. 

The party starts in the Hess Recreation 

center at 10 p.m. and ends at 3 a.m.

International Students Organization 

offers a relaxed evening with creepy enter-

tainment at Halloween Movie Night Oct. 30. 

Movies start at 6:30 p.m. with a variety of dif-

ferent Halloween shockers. Everyone may 

bring own favorite movie as well.

The event will be a potluck so it would 

be great if you could bring a dish to share, 

ideally from your home country. To make 

sure that this evening will not be a horror ex-

perience of a special kind for a people with 

food allergies, cooks should play on the safe 

side and bring a list with all the ingredients.

The Pub will host Halloween X2 with 

DJ XX & Dag Friday night starting at 9 p.m. 

Saturday night features Bootyslayer & GSpot 

at 9p.m.

Downtown:
Those who can’t stand the terrifying 

feeling of being reminded of school while 

staying on campus for the weekend can go 

downtown. Places to go include Bobby’s and 

The Big I Pub & Lounge on Saturday Oct. 29. 

Both locations are hosting Halloween par-

ties with special drinks, live music and the 

opportunity to dance the night away.

Halloween Day:
Those who still want to socialize can 

spend a relaxed Monday at the Museum of 

the North. From 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. the mu-

seum showcases bones and bugs, bats and 

birds in its research labs and galleries.

Fairbanks Shakespeare Theater will 

host the special Halloween showing of 

“Sleepless Night” at 6 p.m. and  “Macbeth” 

at 8 p.m. at the Empress Theater. Local musi-

cians and spoken word artists will put on the 

Halloween-themed performances.

A quick look at what’s happening
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Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Letters to the Editor

Have something to say? 

Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please in-
clude the author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or 
address). E-mail your letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 
474-5508, or mail them to PO Box 756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be 
received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in the next issue. All letters are subject 

to editing for brevity and grammar.

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Testicular cancer
Q:  I am a 22 year old guy and was told I should be doing checks for 

cancer in my testicles.  Is this true?
A:  Yes.  We don’t know exactly why but testicular cancer is the most 

commonly found type of cancer in men between 15 and 34 years old.  
If it is detected early it is much easier to treat. It can be detected in a 
simple and quick monthly testicular self exam (TSE).

Q:  How would I know if something was wrong?
A:  Do TSE once a month, during or after a warm shower.   Gently palpate (feel) each testicle 

separately between the thumbs and fingers of both hands for:
•	 Any	lump	or	firm	area.
•	 Change	in	the	size	of	a	testicle.
•	 Change	in	the	firmness	of	a	testicle.
•	 Changes	in	the	epididymis.		(The	raised	rim	that	runs	along	the	top	and	back	of	each	tes-

ticle.)  It usually hurts when you press on it.
•	 Changes	in	the	Vas	(the	little	tube	that	runs	up	from	the	top	of	each	testicle).		Normally	it	

feels like a firm piece of cooked spaghetti.
•	 Check	to	see	if	you	have	any	pain,	aching,	or	a	feeling	of	heaviness	in	the	testicles,	groin,	

or scrotum.
Q:  What if I find something?
A:  If you find something unusual keep in mind that most changes in the testicles are not 

cancerous.			But	you	should	still	have	it	checked	out	by	your	health	care	provider	within	a	few	
days.		Here	are	some	findings	that	are	not	cancerous	but	may	need	to	be	further	evaluated:
•	 It’s	not	unusual	to	find	a	mass	of	ropy	veins	on	the	outside	of	the	testicle	(varicocele).		It	

requires treatment only if it causes pain or fertility problems.
•	 It	is	normal	for	one	testicle	to	be	lower	or	larger	than	the	other.		Only	a	CHANGE	in	the	

size	of	one	testicle	should	be	checked	out.
•	 Sometimes	a	fluid-filled	sac	(hydrocele)	develops	around	a	testicle.		Doesn’t	usually	re-

quire treatment but should be checked out.
•	 Small	bumps	on	the	scrotum	can	be	caused	by	ingrown	hairs,	a	rash	or	other	skin	prob-

lems.		If	they	are	painful	or	bothersome	you	should	see	your	health	care	provider	about	them.
Here are some facts about testicular cancer:
•	 A	painless	lump	is	often	the	only	symptom	of	testicular	cancer	in	its	early	stages.
•	 Testicular	cancer	is	almost	100%	curable	if	caught	early.
•	 Men	can	still	be	fertile	and	have	kids	after	treatment	for	testicular	cancer.
•	 Treatment	for	testicular	cancer	doesn’t	affect	a	man’s	ability	to	have	sex.
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Fees we’ll have in the future at UAF
Pay-Per-Flush
A five-cent-per-flush fee in all dorm bathrooms. Prior to using a toilet or urinal, students 

will be expected to swipe their Polar Express Cards. There is also talk of a toilet paper fee, 

demanding that students swipe before they wipe.

The Money Fee
UAF will have so many fees in the future that the campus will have to hire someone to 

keep track of them all. We’ll fund this new position (of course) with a new fee.

Inception Fee
In the future, we’ll have so many fees that we’ll have to pay a fee so we can pay our fees. 

Thankfully, the business office will let us pay our Fee Fee while we pay our other fees, 

that way we can pay our fee to pay our fees while we pay our fees.

The Antidote Fee
In the future, food from the Lola Tilly Commons will be so terrible, that it will actually 

poison those who eat it (wait, it doesn’t already?). UAF will decide that offering an an-

tidote will be cheaper then hiring a new food contractor. However, since providing an 

antidote would be a service, the administration will have to charge us for it.

Free Parking Fee
UAF will do away with parking meters, freeing students from the perennial fear of “I need 

one more nickel!? Gah!” However, since Parking Services needs to get their revenue from 

somewhere, a Free Parking Fee will be created to ensure students pay for their free park-

ing.

Space Fee
Since UAF is a land, sea and space grant institute, it makes since to charge student for 

using up UAF’s land, sea and space. Since the campus already charges students room 

and board (land) and isn’t near the sea (damn!), we’ll be forced to pay a fee for taking up 

space on campus. Some might complain that this fee is misinterpreting the word “space,” 

but those individuals clearly haven’t paid their Second Amendment Fee.

Spontaneous Construction Fee
Those who do not pay this fee will promptly experience ear-shattering construction be-

tween the hours of 12a.m. and 8a.m. for two weeks after the semester starts.

Duly Noted
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