


The Sun Star2 November 15, 2011 In This Issue

The Sun Star
Volume XXXI Number 12

November 15, 2011

The Sun Star’s mission as 
a campus voice for UAF is 
to report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce and 

chronicle events and provide 
a forum for expressions of 

opinion.

EDITORIAL OFFICES
101G Wood Center

P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-6039

Ads Dept: (907) 474-7540
Fax: (907) 474-5508

www.uafsunstar.com

Good cop/bad cop
A new male student employee resigned 

from the UAFPD on Nov. 3 after an internal 
investigation revealed his bad behaviors 
and interactions off duty.

Up his trespass
Police banned a Fairbanks man, 31, 

from all UAF property a few weeks ago after 
he confronted and flipped off people who 
walked past him. On Nov. 5, he gave Of-
ficer Faris the finger on AG Farm Road. The 
officer contacted him and found that he 
already was banned.  Police arrested him 
and transported him to the Fairbanks Cor-
rectional Center, where he was charged with 
criminal trespass.

Didn’t learn his lesson
Officers pulled over a 38-year-old man 

from North Pole at University and Holden 
after he failed to stop at a stop sign. He was 
found to have an outstanding warrant for 
failure to appear in court, hindering prose-
cution, false information and drugs. He was 
also found to be in possession of Oxycontin 
and gave a false name. He was arrested and 
transported to the Fairbanks Correctional 
Center and charged with drug possession, 
false reporting and outstanding warrant on 
Nov. 5.

Give me a brake
An officer stopped a 21-year-old man 

from North Pole on Geist and Thompson 
Drive. The officer warned him  about  his 
inoperative passenger’s-side brake light. He 
had an outstanding warrant for failing to re-
port to jail for his DUI charge. He was driving 
without insurance and had a revoked li-
cense. Police arrested him and transported 
him to the Fairbanks Correctional Center.

Campus Cache klepto
Police banned an 18-year-old male stu-

dent from Campus Cache after an employee 
reported him stealing food and drinks. An 
officer contacted the individual at his room 
in the upper dorms on Nov. 7 and there is an 
ongoing investigation.

Spin Cycle
On Nov. 5, police summonsed an 

18-year-old man from Fairbanks for reckless 
driving. He reportedly passed a stop sign 
without stopping and intentionally spun 
out in the roadway into the oncoming lane 
of traffic on Yukon Drive and Tanana Loop. 
An officer responded and located the UAF 
student’s sedan. 

Professor of the week
On Nov. 7, a shuttle bus driver reported 

an accident at the Metropolitan Area Com-
muter System Bus Stop. A 59-year-old male 
associate professor was cited for not exer-
cising due caution after failing to avoid the 
crash. One vehicle stopped in the roadway 
and the other vehicle hit it from behind. 
The other driver was a 43-year-old woman. 
There were no injuries.

Advice for the week:
The winter that Alaskans are used 

to is now beginning to kick in. The roads 
are icy, snow covers everything and 
people are winterizing their cars. How-
ever, assumptions should not be made. 
Not every car or truck is winterized and 
students should keep this in mind. This 
is not only a colder season, but also a 
more dangerous season. Drivers should 
prepare for winter in two ways: try to 
avoid accidents and have the proper 
gear in case an accident does happen. 
Maintain a safe distance from other ve-
hicles when driving. In winter at least 
a two-car  distance is fair. In case any of 
the drivers’ automobiles slide or there is 
a sudden stop, the vehicles will not bump. 
Drive slow. There is no need to show off 
to anyone, because if one is driving fast 
in these conditions, they write their own 
death sentence. Not only are the roads icy 
and the vision blurred by snow, but also 
there are ditches on the sides of roads and 
unfenced hills. Commuters should drive 
with caution. The hills on campus are very 
high and there is nothing to protect cars 
from sliding down them, so take the sharp 
turns carefully.

In case there is an accident, make 
sure to have something warm, such as 
a huge blanket in the car. With the tem-
peratures dropping, keeping warm could 
be critical to survival. 

Apart from that, in this blotter there 
was a student who had to resign in order 
to avoid a ruined reputation due to his 
actions outside of work. Today’s young 
adults probably hear this daily, but they 
do not seem to believe it will happen to 
them. Be extremely careful with what you 
say or do. Anyone can see what is posted 
online nowadays or sent by phone. If 
there is something that one would not 
want their parents to see, then it probably 
should not be sent to anyone else, either.

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This report is based on the information 
reported by the University Police Depart-
ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 
with crimes in this report are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
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Corene Alvarado watches the Remembrance ceremony at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks on Friday morning.  
“I think it’s a beautiful tribute. You don’t hear 
their names often enough. I think it’s important.” 
Alvarado is a psychology doctoral student at UAF. Her 
son-in-law Jerrame McKeever, 23, is stationed at Fort 
Richardson and is preparing for his second deployment.
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Editorial

Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Senators in attendance
•	 Jesse	Cervin

•	 Jennifer	Chambers

•	 Andy	Chamberlain

•	 Robert	Kinnard	III

•	 John	Netardus

•	 Michael	Golub

•	 Blake	Burley

•	 McKinley	Zakurdaew

•	 Rusty	Young

•	 Timothy	Grediagin

•	 Fred	Brown

Senators absent
•	 Chelsea	Holt

•	 Sophia	Grzeskowiak-Amezquita

•	 Will	Collingwood

•	 Christian	Burns-Shafer

Officers in attendance
•	 Josh	Banks	 (government	 relations	

director)

Manchester confirmed
Jesse	Manchester	was	confirmed	to	the	

Accreditation	 Steering	 Committee	 (ACS)	

by	 a	 vote	 of	 9-0.	The	 committee	 will	 help	

UAF	determine	 the	quality	 of	 its	 programs	

“through	evaluations	based	on	institutional	

mission,	accepted	academic	standards,	and	

expectations	of	the	public,”	according	to	the	

UAF	accreditation	webpage.

Bills tabled
The	internal	affairs	and	student	affairs	

committees	continue	 to	 table	 “SB	177-018:	

Club	Council	Ad	Hoc	Committee”	and	“SB	

177-014:	 Water	 Quality	 Testing,”	 respec-

tively.

Admins address broomball fee
Both	 vice	 chancellor	 Mike	 Sfraga	 and	

executive	officer	Ali	Kinabe	will	 attend	 the	

senate’s	Nov.	20	meeting.	Sfraga	and	Kinabe	

will	address	the	senate	concerning	“SR	177-

002:	 A	 Recognition	 of	 the	 Issue	 of	 Raised	

Fees	for	Intramural	Participants.”	The	reso-

lution	was	moved	to	the	university	relations	

committee.	 By	 approving	 the	 resolution,	

the	 senate	 would	 formally	 acknowledge	

the	 intentions	 of	 Student	 Services	 to	 raise	

students’	fees	for	use	of	the	Patty	Center	Ice	

Rink	 from	 $14/semester	 to	 $50/semester.	

The	 increase	 in	 fees	 would	 be	 effective	

Spring	2012.

Senate meeting canceled
The	 Nov.	 27	 senate	 meeting	 was	 can-

celed	so	that	the	senate	could	hold	their	an-

nual	retreat.	The	annual	retreat	is	a	training	

workshop	for	new	senators.

ASUAF Nov. 6 meeting highlights

I’ve	 recently	 been	

confronted	 by	 the	 ques-

tion	all	 students	 soon	 to	

graduate	are	faced	with.

What	comes	next?

This	 question	

caused	 me	 to	 start	

thinking	about	what	I	have	done	during	my	

long	college	career.	I’m	on	the	six-year	track.	

I	spent	my	first	two	years	as	biology	student	

before	discovering	that	it	was	not	meant	to	

be.	 I’ve	 spent	 the	 last	 four	 years	 studying	

journalism	and	working	on	my	art	minor.

Honestly,	 I	 feel	 like	 a	 lot	 of	 time	 was	

wasted	because	of	what	I	had	to	do	for	many	

of	my	classes.

There	are	many	assignments	that	I	look	

back	on	and	I	feel	like	they	were	just	busy-

work	and	required	reading.

Couple	 that	 with	 more	 than	 one	 pro-

fessor	who	told	me	that	no	employer	really	

cares	about	my	grades,	but	only	my	experi-

ence,	and	I	wonder	what	the	point	of	college	

really	is	and	what	it’s	really	worth.

“There	 are	 now	 almost	 five	 thousand	

universities	 and	 colleges—both	 two-year	

and	 four-year—in	 the	 US.	 Millions	 attend	

them,	including	around	40	percent	of	eigh-

teen-to-twenty-four-year-old	 Americans	

and	a	great	many	older	students,”	according	

to	a	recent	article	by	The	New	York	Review	

of	Books.

What	 are	 the	priorities	of	 a	 college?	 Is	

it	education	and	enlightenment?	Academic	

inquiry	and	research?	Or	athletics?

When	we	look	at	scandals	like	the	still-

unfolding	 story	 of	 Penn	 State,	 we	 see	 an	

appalling	 example	 of	 what	 happens	 when	

college	athletics	 is	 considered	such	an	 im-

portant	 part	 of	 college	 that	 coaches	 can	

commit	crimes	and	

not	 be	 reported	 to	

the	police.

Jerry	 San-

dusky	 founded	

his	 charity,	 The	

Second	 Mile,	 in	

1977	to	help	at-risk	

children.	 It	 came	

to	 light	 that	 in	 the	

years	 following,	

Sandusky	 sexually	

abused	 a	 number	

of	children	through	

the	 charity.	 He	

might	 have	 also	

pimped	children	to	donors	for	Penn	State.	A	

number	of	individuals	knew	that	the	abuse	

happened,	 including	 football	 coach	 Joe	

Paterno,	 and	 never	 reported	 it	 to	 the	 po-

lice.	Sandusky	was	arrested	 for	40	criminal	

counts	and	several	of	the	people	who	knew	

about	the	abuse	were	charged	with	perjury	

and	failure	to	report	the	allegations.	Paterno	

was	 fired	 last	 week,	 despite	 stating	 his	 in-

tention	 to	 resign	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 season.	

Penn	State	students	reacted	by	rioting	in	the	

streets	over	the	loss	of	“JoPa.”

Students	were	upset	at	the	firing	of	Pa-

terno,	and	exhibited	their	anger	by	trashing	

the	streets	and	even	overturning	a	news	van.

Of	everything	that	happened,	the	rioters	

protested	the	firing	of	a	coach.	To	them	the	

loss	of	their	football	coach	was	more	impor-

tant	 than	 the	 fact	

that	the	man	failed	

to	 report	 to	 police	

that	 children	 were	

being	 sexually	

assaulted	 in	 the	

locker	rooms.

The	 officials	

in	 charge	 stood	 by	

and	 let	 it	 happen,	

because	 their	 foot-

ball	 program	 and	

the	 donor	 money	

Sandusky	 brought	

in	 were	 more	 im-

portant.

Institutions	 that	 were	 created	 in	 the	

name	of	 education	and	enlightenment	be-

came	businesses	focused	on	viewership	and	

donations.

However,	a	college	degree	has	become	

a	minimum	 requirement	 for	 a	 majority	 of	

jobs.

Students	hoping	to	get	a	job	have	to	fi-

nance	those	dreams	with	student	loans.	But	

the	American	exchange	 rate	between	edu-

cation	and	the	dollar	is	decreasing.

Student	loans	are	the	largest	debt	held	

in	the	United	States.	The	amount	of	student	

loan	debt	owed	in	this	country	will	hit	1	tril-

lion	dollars	 before	 the	 end	of	 the	 year,	 ac-

cording	to	CNN	Money.

And	 yet,	 the	majority	 of	 students	who	

graduate	this	year	won’t	be	able	to	find	a	job	

in	their	chosen	career	area.

These	 are	 symptoms	 of	 a	 collegiate	

model	that	is	becoming	sicker	by	the	day.

The	spread	of	Occupy	Protests	to	cam-

puses	 is	 indicative	 of	 the	 shift	 in	 student	

feelings	 towards	 the	 college	 education	

system.	The	 rising	 costs	 and	 low	 return	on	

their	 investment	 is	making	 college	 seem	 a	

less	 viable	 and	 appealing	 option	 for	 high	

school	graduates.	The	misdirection	of	prior-

ities	in	college	administrations	have	shifted	

the	 focus	 from	 what	 students	 can	 achieve	

for	 themselves	 to	what	 they	can	do	 for	 the	

college.

We	pay	tuition	for	knowledge	we	hardly	

have	the	time	to	digest	during	this	race	to-

ward	graduation.	I’ve	learned	more	dealing	

with	 university	 red	 tape	 than	 sitting	 in	 a	

classroom.

I	 know	 that	 as	 I	 move	 into	 the	 next	

phase	 of	 my	 life	 that	 I	 will	 be	 able	 to	 use	

what	I	have	learned	here.	I	 just	wish	that	it	

had	been	part	of	my	degree.

What is the point of college?

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
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Lynne Snifka
Sun Star Advisor

Village Voice Media, which owns the 

eponymous newspaper and a chain of re-

spected alternative weeklies, distributes a 

“writer’s manual” to all new reporters.  It 

covers story selection, the importance of 

reading and tenets of the company. Particu-

larly interesting, I think, is what the manual 

has to say about objectivity.

“Keep in mind that objectivity is the 

Loch Ness monster of journalism. Only a 

few claim to have seen it, and no one be-

lieves them,” the authors write. I often bring 

this up in my journalism classes. My life 

experience defines how I see objectivity, I 

tell them. Your life experience performs the 

same function. To assume our viewpoints 

will match is akin to a man saying he under-

stands childbirth because he saw “Knocked 

Up.”

Instead, I instruct my students to report 

honestly. That means rather than calling 

someone sloppy — a loaded adjective sub-

ject to reader interpretation — a reporter 

does his or her job through illustration. 

Does the person you’re writing about have 

an office with a garbage bin overflowing 

with discarded yogurt containers and a 

small chair-shaped space surrounded by 

piles of overstuffed file folders? Then write 

that. That’s based on observation. A person 

can’t object to reporting based on verifiable 

facts.

As the faculty advisor to The Sun Star, 

it’s my job to coach the students who run 

this newspaper. I can’t mandate, edit, hire 

or spend. The students do that. They do it 

with my guidance and with guidance pro-

vided by a five-member publication board. 

But what they do each week, they do largely 

alone. Sun Star editor Heather Bryant works 

20 hours per week, at least according to her 

timesheet. I know from the time stamp on 

the emails I receive that this is as much a 

fiction as Harry Potter. Another thing I tell 

my students: as a journalist you will never 

work harder or for less money. And you will 

never have a job you love so well.  Much 

like a visual artist, a good writer and editor 

cannot look at the clock and say “well, I’ve 

worked on this story for eight hours, I guess 

it’s done.” Instead, she strives to make it the 

best she can.

Heather is not alone in her commit-

ment to the paper. Most of the staff works 

diligently through reporting and multiple 

drafts in order to do the best they are able, 

all while learning the ins and outs of a pro-

fession that at its best is nobler than any I 

know. Journalism is the rough draft of his-

tory. For all the criticisms and snap judg-

ments reserved for those in the profession, 

few jobs concern themselves with informing 

the public of the events, people and poli-

cies that affect their day-to-day lives. They 

do this not to make money (that’s the pub-

lisher’s job, and The Sun Star doesn’t have 

one) or for personal gain (that’s the job of 

the four-term congressman), but — and this 

may be my personal objectivity talking — to 

inform, entertain, affect change and con-

tribute to the greater good.

This is why the current state of the pa-

per’s funding and oversight trouble me. 

Unlike the majority of college newspapers, 

The Sun Star’s funding comes from ASUAF, 

the student government. Such a structure is 

a clear conflict of interest, as was borne out 

last year at the University of California San 

Diego. Student government there dissolved 

the student-run television station and sus-

pended funding to the student newspaper, 

The California Review, after a controversy 

involving coverage of student government. 

Similar conflicts occurred in the past few 

years at Montclair State University in New 

Jersey and Florida Atlantic University. It’s 

easy to see why. Can you image what would 

happen if Congress funded The Washington 

Post? For a newspaper to approach any stan-

dard of objectivity, it cannot be beholden to 

an entity other than the public it serves.

Currently, The Sun Star receives 7 per-

cent of the “student activities fee” paid by 

all students at UAF. It’s $2.45 per student, 

about enough to cover the cost of printing 

the paper. The funding for staff salaries, of-

fice supplies, phones and everything else 

comes from advertising sales. New com-

puters aren’t in the budget. Of the five in the 

office right now, three came from grants and 

one from UAF surplus. The journalism de-

partment donated the final computer when 

it updated a departmental lab. Simply put, 

this is not sustainable, let alone encouraging 

of growth.

Here at UAF, every new student orga-

nization recognized by the school must 

have an advisor. Advisors receive no ad-

ditional remuneration for this role; most 

faculty contracts include “service” to the 

university and community as a component 

of our workload. Advisors are encouraged 

to “coach” and “educate” their organiza-

tions, according to UAF’s Student Organi-

zation Advisor Handbook.  “Programs and 

student groups serve as vehicles in which 

students hone and enhance their learning,” 

according to the manual. UAF’s debate club 

has an advisor. The Latin Dance Club has 

an advisor. ASUAF does not. No board, like 

that of The Sun Star, oversees the student 

senators who manage upward of $500,000 in 

student money each year. The senators who 

work so hard to govern UAF’s student body 

have no one to look to for professional ad-

vice, no oversight and no one to check their 

objectivity. If they did, I’d like to believe The 

Sun Star would not be in its current situa-

tion.

Because attempts to negotiate a per-

centage increase in the amount of Sun Star 

funding failed last year, and because there is 

little incentive for ASUAF to grant autonomy 

to the student newspaper, the staff decided 

to pursue independence this semester 

through a petition on the ASUAF November 

ballot. It asks for formal separation between 

The Sun Star and ASUAF — as well as cre-

ation of a $7 media fee to fund the paper.

I told The Sun Star staff it would be dif-

ficult, a risky proposition at best. I spoke 

to the them about voter apathy, the fact 

that many people on campus likely didn’t 

even know a student newspaper existed. 

It doesn’t matter that students at many 

universities (including UAA) pay a media 

fee larger and less defined than what they 

propose. Getting students to back a new 

fee would require commitment that made 

their weekly news output seem a trifle. Just 

determining what, exactly, was required to 

get the proposition on the ballot involved at 

least two Sun Star publication board meet-

ings, a flurry of emails and hours of conver-

sations and research on the part of Heather 

Bryant and Ad Manager Jordan Shilling.  Yet 

they persevered.

Reporters and photographers seek 

signatures each week in addition to their 

regular duties. I’m soliciting signatures too. 

I believe students should decide where their 

money goes and what it pays for. Heather’s 

done the math, down to the penny. She 

grew up participating in Future Farmers of 

America, an organization that required her 

to track all her income and spending. UAF 

and The Sun Star are lucky to have her re-

sulting spreadsheets. She’s happy to show 

them off, if you’re interested.

Seven dollars per student, per semester 

will create a newspaper independent of stu-

dent government and free of any potential 

influence. It will also create a bigger, better 

paper, with more coverage and valuable 

staff training to “hone and enhance student 

learning.” Many Sun Star employees aren’t 

journalism majors. They’re students who 

want other students’ voices heard. They rec-

ognize the importance of writing history’s 

rough draft, for today’s students as well as 

those who will refer to the paper’s archives 

in the future. If The Sun Star initiative makes 

it to the ballot, I have to believe it will pass. 

After all, it’s your voice. It’s your Sun Star.

Another fee is difficult to swallow, no 

doubt. The Sun Star staff has been working 

on a project involving student fees — their 

history at UAF, how they’re spent, what they 

fund. Unlike the proposed media fee, other 

fee research has netted surprisingly murky 

results thus far.  Next semester, we hope to 

bring the students an accounting. It may not 

be everyone’s version of objective, but it will 

be honest.

On objectivity, money and the Loch Ness Monster
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Sarah Bressler
Sun Star Reporter

On the evening of Friday, Nov. 11, the 

Fairbanks community had the opportunity 

to learn more about the draft Comprehen-

sive Conservation Plan for the Arctic Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). Attendees 

of the event ranged from undergraduate 

students all the way to college professors, 

and members of the public. Many who at-

tended the lecture in Schaible auditorium 

shared a concern and opinion for the future 

of ANWR, whether it be pro-conservation or 

leaving the refuge the way it is now.

ANWR was created in 1960 and is 

roughly the size of South Carolina, about 19 

million acres, and consists mostly of tundra. 

At the time, a variety of people from envi-

ronmentalists to big game hunters thought 

that setting aside a piece of land was a good 

idea. It would conserve the natural beauty 

of the place and create a habitat where the 

caribou of the famous Porcupine herd could 

replenish their numbers. Wildlife are not 

the only living things that inhabit ANWR, as 

many Inupiat people also call the area their 

home.

“ANWR is the most high-profile envi-

ronmental issue within the United States,” 

said Gary Kofinis, one of the speakers at the 

event and a professor of Resource Policy 

and Management at the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks.

While the Draft Comprehensive Con-

servation Plan has nothing to do with 

drilling oil, the biggest controversy within 

ANWR, it is still very contentious to the 

public.

The current Comprehensive Conserva-

tion Plan for ANWR is 23 years old. Since 

its creation, new laws and policies have 

been put into place that the current plan 

does not cover. The opening of the Dalton 

Highway is a new concern, as more people 

have easy access to the refuge than ever be-

fore, making a revision to the current plan 

a necessity. There are many goals that the 

refuge staff wants to achieve by revising the 

Comprehensive Conservation Plan.

“The main difference between ANWR 

and other wildlife refuges,” said Sharon 

Seim, ANWR natural resource planner, “is 

that there will be little to no human involve-

ment in the fish and wildlife population.”

The new plan is not excluding any 

possibility to resolve the environmental 

issues. There are six different alternatives 

that could be put into place, depending on 

what the public feels would be best for the 

refuge. The options range from restricting 

the number of visitors allowed in the refuge 

and requiring more special permits to rec-

ommending to Congress that a large portion 

of the area be considered “wilderness.” Very 

few people would be allowed to enter the 

refuge if it were wilderness, which is defined 

as a place where the earth is unchanged by 

man.

Comments about what to do with 

ANWR are being accepted until November 

15. If anyone is interested in giving their 

opinion pertaining to the Comprehensive 

Conservation Plan, they may go to 

arctic.fws.gov/ccp.htm or e-mail ArcticRef-

ugeCCP@fws.gov

News

ANWR placed in the people’s hands

Gary Kofinas discussed Native Alaskans in the Refuge during the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge: History, manage-
ment and planning event. Nov. 11, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star
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Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter

This week, more than a dozen students 

brave bitter cold and curious glances to 

camp out in Constitution Plaza outside 

Constitution Hall. For seven full days, these 

students will stay outside not to Occupy 

but enlighten. The UAF Honors Student 

Council sponsors the event, which is part of 

National Homelessness and Hunger Aware-

ness Week.

Blake Eggemeyer, a senior studying 

computer science, organized the event, 

which began Nov. 13. This is the fourth year 

the Honors Student Council put on the 

event, which Eggemeyer dubbed “the tent 

city.”

Eggemeyer has at least a dozen people 

willing to take part, he said, but they won’t 

be doing it all at once. Instead, participants 

will be staggered throughout the week to 

ensure that there are at least three people 

at the encampment at all times. While the 

campers will have tents and sleeping bags, 

cold remains an omnipresent concern. Egg-

emeyer remembers two years ago, when 

students woke up on the last day to a tem-

perature of 27 below.

There are people who step in and give 

the students a break. Eggemeyer and the 

other tent city students are grateful for the 

occasional strangers who walk up and offer 

to relieve them of their vigil for a while. After 

all, the semester doesn’t stop for the tent 

city volunteers just because they’re standing 

outside for a cause.

“We still need to go to class, we still need 

to go to work, we still need to do homework 

and we need to go in and warm up our feet,” 

Eggemeyer said.

The number of people who are home-

less varies depending on the definition used 

to describe them, Eggemeyer said. Many 

homeless people are transient, such as 

young families temporarily without shelter. 

For these families, often they’ll find a home 

and never be homeless again, he said. Even 

among the chronically homeless, causes for 

the condition vary. Eggemeyer hopes to use 

this week for dispelling myths and “hope-

fully modifying people’s views about what 

homelessness is, its causes and what home-

less people might need.”

This marks the second year that the 

Honors Student Council is collecting do-

nations for Street Outreach & Advocacy 

Program (SOAP). Last year, students raised 

$1,300 for the program, according to Egg-

emeyer.

“This is first organization we’ve do-

nated to twice,” he said. The money raised 

for SOAP, which has been around since 

2006,  helps the program buy high quality 

food for its clients. SOAP serves youth aged 

10 to 21 who are either homeless or at risk to 

become homeless.

In addition to food, youth can come 

to the program’s 7th Avenue office to do 

laundry, search for a job online, watch 

movies or play games, according to Seth 

Hawkins, a youth advocate for SOAP.

“There’s always a game of chess going 

on,” Hawkins said. 

Client traffic varies with the seasons. 

In the summer, SOAP sees larger numbers 

of youths but the warm temperatures make 

them “ephemeral,” wandering in and out as 

they please. In the freezing winter months, 

the overall number of clients drops but they 

stick around much longer.

SOAP isn’t equipped to house clients, 

Hawkins said. Because of this and a fear 

of the rescue mission, homeless youth are 

forced to alter their schedules. At night, to 

keep warm they’ll go to Wal-Mart or Safeway 

and just walk the aisles. During the day, 

they’ll visit places like SOAP and nap when 

and where they can. Hawkins said that as of 

October, there are an estimated 214 home-

less youth aged 10 to 21 in Fairbanks.

Hawkins doesn’t see many UAF stu-

dents at SOAP, he said, but with an age cut-

off of 21, many UAF students would qualify 

for services there if needed. SOAP has a 

radio show on KSUA every Wednesday from 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

“Our obvious obstacle is the cold. How-

ever, just standing outside is not going to ac-

complish anything, so apathy is another ob-

stacle,” Eggemeyer said. Most students just 

walk by the tent city. Of the students who do 

approach, reactions vary.

“We have a lot of people say we’re crazy, 

we have a lot of people say we’re crazy but in 

a more gung-ho kind of way,” he said.

Tent city highlights cold, hard truth of homelessness
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UAF is an AA/EO Employer and Educational Institution

If you have any questions or problems applying,
please contact Human Resources at

907-474-7700, Monday - Friday 8-5 p.m.

www.uakjobs.com

Geophysical Institute Student Assistant
Posting # 0062828

Resident Assistant (Spring 2011)
Posting # 0063013
Closes on 11/18/11

Physics Paper Grader (Student work
study eligible)
Posting # 0062560

Lecture series addresses Occupy Wall Street movement
Lilly Necker
Sun Star Reporter

What started as a peaceful protest 

against the injustices faced by 99 percent 

has become more and more a bloody affair 

between protesters and the police. Videos 

and pictures of police using baton and 

pepper spray and protesters with gaping 

head injuries are surfacing.

Three weeks ago, hundreds of pro-

testers got into a fight with the police during 

a march in Manhatten, which the Daily Mail 

publicized as “The Battle of Wall Street.” The 

protestors intended to confront New York 

City Mayor Michael Bloomberg in a restau-

rant. 

Overall “between 1000 and 1,500 

people have reportedly been arrested in 

protest across the United States” so far, ac-

cording to the Daily Mail. 

The wave of protest  reached the rest of 

the world. Two weeks ago Australian police 

removed an Occupy Melbourne group from 

City Square with “force,” according to a 

quote from Premier Ted Ballieu in the Aus-

tralian newspaper Harold Sun.

UAF assistant professor Sean Parson 

will present his lecture “Parks, Permits, and 

Riot Police: Reflections on the OWS Move-

ment and Police Reactions” on Wednesday, 

Nov. 16.

“I plan on using the police and political 

responses to the Occupy Wall Street Protests 

to discuss some philosophic and political 

questions, such as the nature and legitimi-

zation of violence, the commodification of 

public space and the role of the police in a 

consumer capitalist state,” Parson said.

His first lecture, “The Radical Potential 

of the Occupy Wall Street Protest,” on Oct.13 

ended up moving into a bigger room in the 

Gruening Building because so many people 

showed up to listen.

Philosophy student Ryan Sanders, pres-

ident of philosophy club Socratic Society, 

asked Parson to hold a similar talk again.

“I attended Dr. Parson’s lecture and 

was very impressed with his presentation, 

as well as the number of attendees. Unfor-

tunately he only had one hour to present, 

and I felt he needed more time,” Sanders 

said. “Also, as a founding member of Occupy 

Fairbanks, I felt it was my responsibility to 

bring Dr. Parson’s ideas and thoughts to the 

Fairbanks community to help them under-

stand what is going on not only here in Fair-

banks, but across the globe.”

The lecture will be held from 7 p.m. to 

9 p.m. in the UAF Schaible Auditorium with 

“space for questions and hopefully a discus-

sion,” the Parson said. Parson has worked at 

UAF for two years since he finished his PHD 

at the University of Oregon.

“There is currently a lot of serious prob-

lems that the United States, as well as the 

world, faces. These problems are all very 

complex and require a knowledgeable and 

engaged political community,” Parson said. 

“An engaged and informed populace is es-

pecially important in a country that prides 

itself on being a representative democracy.”

Sanders, with Christopher Goodwin 

and Ethan Sinsabaugh, has led Occupy Fair-

banks since its beginning on campus.

“As a citizen of the United States, it is 

imperative to be informed and active within 

the political spectrum, exercise the rights 

of peaceful assembly and the freedom of 

speech,” Sanders said.

“This event is an opportunity for stu-

dents, faculty and staff of UAF, as well as 

the Fairbanks community to raise their 

questions on a major movement that is 

addressing many issues that affect them 

today,” Sanders said. “If they want learned 

perspectives on the Occupy Wall Street 

Movement and be informed of the situation, 

they should attend.”

While this lecture will happen in the 

warm walls of  the Bunnell Building, Sinsa-

baugh and the other Occupy Fairbanks pro-

testers are still out in the cold preparing for 

a statewide assembly meeting that will be in 

Anchorage.

Once, while occupying the gazebo at 

the Veterans’ Memorial Park, the police told 

the group to leave or be arrested. Even after 

this confrontation, they’re not giving up.

“We are not stopping our occupation, 

and will be out in the cold for the foresee-

able future.” Sinsabaugh said in an email he 

wrote while in the gazebo at Veteran’s park.
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Elika Roohi
Special to The Sun Star

How do nearly 2,000-year-old ruins re-

late to the people on Wall Street proclaiming 

that they are the 99 percent?  Occupy Wall 

Street has gone global.

In mid-September, the first Occupy 

Wall Street protest occurred in New York 

City.  The people who attended were fed 

up with the way that there has been an in-

creased concentration of wealth in the top 

1 percent of the population since the 1970s.  

Within the first month, Occupy Wall Street 

inspired protests in nearly 70 major US 

cities and 600 smaller communities.  They 

started catching on in the rest of the world.

Since the housing bubble burst in 2008, 

not just the United States was affected eco-

nomically.  The economies of countries ev-

erywhere struggle to catch up to where they 

used to be.

Italy is a good example of a country 

that needs some political and economic 

change.  The prime minister, Silvio Berlus-

coni, has dominated Italian politics since he 

was elected in 1994.  In addition to having 

complete control of the media and the gov-

ernment, Berlusconi is currently on trial for 

corruption, tax fraud and a sex scandal in-

volving a minor.

Italians are an interesting people in that 

they have a lot of pride in their culture.  They 

love their country, and they are so proud to 

be Italian.  But all the Italians I’ve talked to 

in the last two months tell me that they are 

disgusted by Berlusconi. Berlusconi stepped 

down on Nov. 12, prompting celebration 

in the streets. Economist Mario Monti has 

been nominated to take his place.

In addition to watching their corrupt 

government fall to pieces, the economy in 

Italy is going nowhere fast.  Greece may be 

the star of the euro crisis, but Italy is a really 

important supporting actor.  Italy has a huge 

debt, about 127 percent of its GDP. If interest 

rates keep going up on Italian bonds, the 

country won’t be able to repay its debt un-

less it makes major reforms, and fast.

Italians are fed up with their failing 

government and their failing economy. 

They took a page out of the Arab Spring’s 

and Occupy Wall Street’s book and took to 

the streets of Rome in mid-October. This re-

sulted in some of the most violent protests 

this fall. 

Rome was more riot than protest.  

Italian police fired tear gas and water can-

nons into a crowd that was smashing shop 

and bank windows, torching cars and 

throwing bottles.  Dozens were hospitalized.

I traveled through Rome on the way to 

Spain when all this was going on.  An odd 

mixture filled the streets in front of the Col-

osseum: tourists trying to snap a picture of 

Italy’s most famous ancient amphitheater 

and rioters smashing bottles.  The people of 

Italy are ready for change.

Alex Domenico is a university student 

in Florence.  He moved here five years ago 

with his mother from Romania because 

Italy pays higher wages than Romania does.  

But recently, it’s been a lot harder to make a 

living in Florence.

“The call themselves Los Indignados,” 

Domenico said about the protesters in 

Rome.  “It’s Spanish, and I think it makes 

them sound more angry than they actually 

are.  They just want change.”

Occupying the Colosseum

The Colosseum, in Rome, has been been home to protests sympathetic to the Occupy Wall Street movement. Elika 
Roohi/Sun Star
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Regents’ budget gives UAF programs extra $6.2 million
Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

On Nov. 2, the University of Alaska 

Board of Regents approved a budget request 

for more than $923 million for fiscal year 

2013, which begins July 1, 2012. The 2013 

budget request addresses student advising, 

deferred maintenance and a 3.5-percent 

salary increase for nonunionized employees 

across the University of Alaska system. It also 

emphasizes teacher education, workforce 

development and job training in the fields 

of engineering, health and bio-medicine.

The regents sent the nearly $1 billion 

budget to Governor Sean Parnell, who will 

incorporate the proposal into his yearly 

budget. The governor is expected to send 

his 2013 budget to the legislature in mid-

December.

The regents’ budget includes funding 

for 25 “high priority” programs throughout 

the UA system. Almost half of those pro-

grams are located at UAF and would be 

funded with more than $6.2 million. Sev-

eral of the higher-priced programs would 

receive almost $1 million each in additional 

funding. These programs includes $800,000 

for the engineering program, $843,000 for 

the Alaska Veterinary Partnership Program 

and $873,000 for Student Support Services, 

which oversees student advising.

The UA budget also includes a series 

of “cost-control measures” that began this 

year. One includes a $7 million “cost avoid-

ance” in the employee health care plan, ac-

cording to UA Public Relations Director Kate 

Ripley.

The system intends to achieve this 

“cost avoidance” by increasing premiums. 

Avoiding cost is not the same as saving 

money, Ripley said. “It’s not savings, we 

don’t have a pot of money that’s got seven 

million dollars in it,” she said in a phone in-

terview.

The UA system spends more than $60 

million a year on health insurance, Ripley 

said. Since the system is self-insured, that 

means UA foots the bill. While health care 

in the system is expected to increase in cost 

over the next six years – with internal esti-

mates saying the cost will be $131 million by 

2017 – such “cost-avoidance” is only slowing 

the increase, not stopping it.

UA employees pay for 17 percent of 

their health costs, while the system picks up 

the remaining 83 percent.

The University of Alaska Museum of 

the North, located at UAF, would receive 

$463,000 to hire an Alaska art curator, a 

collections manager, two graduate student 

research assistants and a technician. “It 

is inappropriate for a university museum 

to have such a significant [Alaska art] col-

lection with so many items on display in a 

variety of venues and not have a curator 

who can oversee their care, documentation, 

interpretation, scholarly research and man-

agement,” the budget request said.

Under the proposed budget, the board 

would put $137.5 million toward deferred 

maintenance across the UA system. Deter-

mining which campuses receive funding 

will be based on various factors, including 

building age. The budget also includes 

funding for Alaska-focused energy research 

and fossil fuel research. The budget would 

also fund research into responses to poten-

tial oil spills in the Arctic and ocean acidifi-

cation impacts on Alaska’s fisheries.

The budget would also provide more 

than $547,000 to hire support staff for the re-

search vessel Sikuliaq. The Sikuliaq (which 

means “young sea ice” in Inupiat) is a state-

of-the-art scientific research vessel under 

construction in Wisconsin. The funding 

would be used to create three new posi-

tions, including a marine technician, an HR 

and purchasing specialist, as well as a ware-

house staff person. The vessel is expected to 

launch during the summer of 2012 and will 

be ready for scientific research by 2014.
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Ian Larsen
Sun Star Reporter

Even through the snow and below-

freezing temperatures, it is common to see 

UAF students and faculty commuting to 

classes on their bikes. While this mode of 

transportation seems out of the ordinary in 

the wintertime, with the right equipment it 

is possible to travel around on a bike even 

on the coldest of days.

“Winter biking is a good alternative 

to driving; I refuse to buy a car, and biking 

helps reduce our carbon footprint,” said 

Mike Stanfill, an Outdoor Adventures em-

ployee and three-year winter biker.

The Outdoor Adventures office rents 

winterized bikes through their green biking 

program.  Bike rental requires a Polar Ex-

press card, a $500 refundable deposit and a 

helmet. All the winter bikes come equipped 

with studded tires, Pogie hand warmers, 

lights and disc brakes.

“We currently have 15 winterized bikes 

and are working on winterizing 15 more by 

January 21,” Outdoor Adventures employee 

Michelle Sutton said.

“I normally ride from the dorms to 

class, but my longest trip has been from 

West Ridge to Gruening,” UAF student and 

first-year winter biker Chris Wilson said. 

Wilson rents one of the Outdoor Adventure 

winter bikes. “It’s definitely warmer than 

walking.”

People also bike around town during 

the winter.

“About 50 to 60 percent of winter bikers 

live off campus, and I even have a friend 

who lives seven miles off campus who bikes 

here every day,” Stanfill said.

“It’s definitely warmer than walking, if 

you’re smart about what you’re wearing,” 

Sutton said.

Regular winter bikers recommend 

reflective clothing, dressing in layers, and 

avoiding cotton. In addition to warm layers, 

a couple pieces of equipment can mean the 

difference between comfort and agony on 

winter roads.

“Pogies are like -50 degree sleeping 

bags for your hands,” said Chris Daul, an 18-

year veteran of winter biking and manager 

at Beaver Sports in Fairbanks.

These waterproof, insulated mitts slip 

over handlebars to keep the bars dry and the 

biker’s hands toasty.

“I didn’t even have to wear my gloves 

on the way to work today because of these,” 

Daul said.

Handlebar mitts vary in price from 

about $15 for Cabela’s version (made for 

ATVs and snowmachines) to $80 to $160 

cycling-specific versions manufactured by 

Anchorage-based Dogwood Designs and 

Fairbanks-based Apocalypse Design.

While keeping warm is a top priority, 

keeping visible is just as important.

“A decent set of battery-powered front 

and rear lights normally costs between $20 

and $30,” Dauel said. “It’s hard to see bikers 

who only have reflective tape on during the 

winter. You should try to light yourself up 

like a Christmas tree.”

Finally, it’s good to have the back tire 

winterized. Normal bike grease will change 

viscosity in the colder temperatures. For 

about $50, a bike shop can winterize the 

rear gears.

“We used Mag 1 grease,” Dauel said. 

“It’s better grease than what they use nor-

mally, and it stays the same viscosity in hot 

and cold temperatures.”

New winter bikers should try to “stay off 

the roads as much as possible,” Daul said. 

Instead, he recommends using bike paths 

and snow machine trails. “Sometimes it’s 

unavoidable. In that case make sure to use 

hand signals and have studded tires on your 

bike.”

In the end, winter biking means good 

exercise, a fast commute and — with the 

right gear — warmer travel than walking. It 

works for the student on a budget, and is a 

cleaner alternative than driving.

For more information on the green 

biking program, and winter bike rental con-

tact Outdoor Adventures at (907) 474-6027, 

or their website www.uaf.edu/outdoor.

Warmer than walking
Students fight the cold with winter biking

“Pogies,” a large mitten that fits over the hand grip, brake lever and gear shifter of a bicycle, can keep a winter rider’s 
hands safe from the cold. Nov. 7, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

Chris Wilson behind a winterized bicycle he rented from UAF Outdoor Adventures for transportation between 
classes. Nov. 9, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star

News
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The last full measure

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This year marks the tenth anniversary 

of 9/11. Since that day, approximately 6,305 

men and women have lost their lives in the 

ensuing wars. Volunteers at UAF took turns 

reading the names of the fallen as part of the 

Remembrance Day National Roll Call on 

Veterans’ Day, Friday, Nov. 11.

Jennifer Ward, UAF Veterans Affairs co-

ordinator, along with the Student Veterans 

of UAF and UAF ROTC, brought the event to 

UAF for students and the community to pay 

their respects.

Ward, 30, is the spouse of an active 

service member who currently trains in the 

Lower 48. She comes from a military back-

ground with both her mother and father 

having served in the Vietnam War. She feels 

that it is important to honor active duty sol-

diers daily. Americans rarely take the time to 

remember the fallen and that is exactly why 

she involved UAF in the roll call, she said.

“I thought it would be amazing to take 

a moment to reflect on those who made the 

ultimate sacrifice and bring it to UAF,” Ward 

said.

The names on the list revealed the va-

riety of people who fought or worked on 

behalf of the United States. Soldiers, sailors, 

marines, airmen and government agents 

were all listed and the names were read in 

the order by the date the person died. They 

all lost their lives during Operation En-

during Freedom (OEF) and Operation Iraqi 

Freedom (OIF), now known as Operation 

New Dawn.

ROTC cadet Aschante Deter, 20, read 

the first name of the event: Master Sergeant 

Evander E. Andrews. Andrews was 36 when 

he died in an accident in the Northern Ara-

bian Peninsula on 10/10/2001. He was with 

the 366th Civil Engineeer Squadron in the 

U.S. Air Force.

The event began in front of Constitu-

tion Hall at 8 a.m. with the opening remarks 

of Capt. Eugene Cramer from ROTC. Lydia 

Graf sung the National Anthem and UAF 

ROTC continued the ceremony with the 

posting of the colors and put up the flags. 

There were 33 volunteers who spoke, read 

names or sang.

There were six ROTC members who 

helped post and retire the colors, seven 

National Guard Honor Guard members 

performed a rifle salute and the Alaska Vets 

motorcycle club  presented the Fallen Sol-

dier Display.  This display was comprised of 

a rifle, a helmet, dog tags, boots and roses. 

The helmet and identification tags indicated 

the fallen soldier. The upturned rifle sig-

naled a time for prayer to pay tribute to the 

casualties. The combat boots represented 

the final march of the last battle and the 

roses showed the community’s respect and 

love.

It was a cold day, but people still 

stopped by with their hot chocolates or 

clenching one another to listen for a while. 

“We just wanted to stop by and pay our re-

spects,” said Rachel Schwanke, 23-year-old 

UAF student, accompanied by graduate stu-

dent Nathan Hokenson, 24.

Marco Lewis, 50, wore his veteran gear 

at the event. His real name is Mark, but he 

was nicknamed Marco due to his many 

friends named Mark. He retired as a medical 

sergeant after 20 years.

“Since I retired, I’m more and more 

aware of how important it is to appreciate 

the opportunities that, being a soldier and 

veteran, I’ve been given,” Lewis said.

He spoke of how sad it is that those who 

have worked really hard and sacrificed for 

this country are being marginalized. He was 

startled after he read the name of a physi-

cian that had worked with him on the list of 

names and began paying attention to hear 

if he would recognize other names, he said.

“It’s hard when you’ve been working 

day in and day out with someone and they 

die right in front of you.”

Around 4:10 p.m., all of the names had 

been read, the Honor Guard performed 

a rifle salute and a man played the bugle 

to signal the conclusion of the ceremony. 

ROTC retired the colors and marched away 

to end the activities.

“I really want to thank everyone that 

came out to pay tribute, the volunteers, and 

even those who stopped by to give a minute 

of their time in memory of our fallen sol-

diers. Happy Veterans’ Day,” Ward said.

Rememberance Day salutes America’s fallen

ROTC member Ashante Deter was the first reader of the event. “It was a privilege to read. Though I hope nothing 
ever happens to me, if it did I hope to be just as honored.” Deter, 20, read the first name of the event, Master Sergeant 
Evander E. Andrews. Andrews was 36 when he died in an accident in the northern Arabian Peninsula on Oct. 10, 
2001. He was with the 366th Civil Engineeer Squadron in the U.S. Air Force. Heather Bryant/Sun Star

The Color Guard retires the colors to signal the end of the Remembrance Day National Roll Call ceremony on Nov. 
11, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

News
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Andrew Scheeler
Sun Star Reporter

Captain America, The Flash and Doctor 

Who walk into a bar. It’s not a joke. It’s Pop-

Con.

For three days, the Wood Center and 

Gruening Building gloried in all things geek 

during this year’s Pop-Con, sponsored by 

the UAF Student Activities Office.

The event kicked off with a showing of 

“Captain America: The First Avenger” at the 

UAF Pub on Thursday, Nov. 10. Beginning 

Friday, Nov. 11, hundreds gathered to pose 

with stormtroopers, eat Japanese food and 

peruse the comics and collectibles on dis-

play and sale in the Wood Center.

Gamers fought to prove their domi-

nance in arenas ranging from Magic: The 

Gathering, Warhammer 40,000, Super 

Smash Brothers Melee, Modern Warfare 3 

and billiards. Pop-Con attendees indulged 

in a variety of culinary offerings, including 

bento boxes — Japanese “boxed lunches” 

consisting of rice, raw fish and vegetables — 

served by the Japanese studies and finance 

double major Rauchelle King of the UAF 

Japan Alaska Club.

King said the group has originally 

planned to just sell Japanese candies but 

when they learned of the other delectables 

being sold — edible “Golden Snitches” and 

butterbeer served by the UAF Quidditch 

Club and “gamer fuel” such as Mountain 

Dew and Pocky sold by the UAF Live Office 

— they knew that wouldn’t be enough.

“We needed to step up our game,” King 

said.

For students with iron stomachs, 

Sipping Streams Tea Company hosted 

a steamed bun eating contest Thursday 

night. As dozens looked on, cheering and 

laughing, 10 competitors battled their way 

through five steamed buns and a cup of 

bubble tea — a sweet tea with tapioca “bub-

bles” at the bottom of the cup. UAF student 

and SAO employee Ryan Bateman won the 

contest, earning a $25 gift certificate at Sip-

ping Streams.

Bateman chalked his win up to “begin-

ner’s luck,” having never eaten a steamed 

bun before. He said he liked them, espe-

cially the Chinese barbeque ones, as they 

were much easier to eat. It was a punishing 

ordeal, Bateman said, and at the end he had 

a terrible headache. That won’t stop him 

from taking part next year, he said.

Steven Downer, who owns Sipping 

Streams with his wife Jenny Downer-Tse, 

really enjoyed this year’s Pop-Con, he 

said. While Sipping Streams wasn’t able to 

maintain a booth at this year’s con, Downer 

was a fixture at the event. In addition to 

hosting the steamed bun contest, Downer 

and other members of the Queen’s Arctic 

Expeditionary League — a steampunk fan 

group that meets every Saturday at Sipping 

Streams — held a steampunk goggle-making 

workshop. Club member Dustin Brand also 

sought players for a steampunk-theme Live 

Action Role-Playing Game (LARP) called 

“The Rise of Aester.”

UAF Mind’s Eye Theater offered another 

LARP option for interested players. Set in an 

alternate universe called The World of Dark-

ness, players have the option of taking on 

the role of a vampire, werewolf, mage, ghost, 

faerie or supernatural hunter  in an eternal 

nightly struggle. Mind’s Eye Theater oper-

ated both a booth and a demonstration that 

took place Friday night

There was a wide variety of gaming op-

tions at the event. The Comic Shop spon-

sored Friday Night Magic, a weekly Magic: 

The Gathering tournament that usually 

takes place at the shop. As Comic Shop 

employee and geology junior Jordan Fred-

erickson looked on, 39 players duked it out 

during the course of five 50-minute rounds 

to prove who among them was the best.

The tournament was a sealed format, 

meaning players received six packs of ran-

domized cards from which they had to 

construct a deck. The sealed format puts ev-

eryone on even footing, Frederickson said. 

Mechanical engineering freshman Aaron 

Karrick won the tournament and three free 

Magic booster packs.

“This is my second year in a row win-

ning,” Karrick said. The winning deck: a 

Blue/Red/Green control deck. Magic cards 

are divided into different colors, each of-

fering strengths and weaknesses.

For those seeking a more visual battle-

field, Joe Alloway, a UAF admissions coun-

selor, organized Super Smash Brothers 

Brawl and Super Smash Brothers Melee 

tournaments. There are nationally-sanc-

tioned rules governing how to run a Smash 

Brothers tournament “and we’re totally not 

using them,” Alloway said. Sanctioned tour-

naments require one-versus-one-style play 

but to enable as many players as possible, 

Alloway eliminated that requirement. Prizes 

for the Melee tournament included Game-

Stop gift cards. Cereal boxes were the prizes 

for the Brawl tournament.

“‘cause it’s funny,” Alloway said.

Sending this year’s Pop-Con out with 

a bang was the second annual Super Hero 

Dance Party at the UAF Pub. After two days 

of gaming and workshops on everything 

from zombie survival to tunic sewing to 

comic drawing, con-goers could get their 

dance on whiled dressed as their favorite 

super-powered character.

UAF gets its geek on at Pop-Con

Joshua Casselman and Ernest Baumgatner, members of the local Amtgard chapter, show off their foam-sword fighting skills during Pop-Con 2011. Amtgard is a live-action 
roleplaying (LARP) fantasy game based in the United States that emphasizes medieval-style combat (with foam weapons) with elements found in fantasy novels. The local 
chapter was established in 2000. Baptiste Haentjens/Sun Star
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An anime artist draws Pikachu (a Pokemon character) during Pop-Con  2011. Nov. 11, 2011. Baptiste Haentjens/
Sun Star

A comic book store employee browses through his collection of comics at Pop-Con 2011. Nov. 11, 2011. Baptiste 
Haentjens

Attendees take part in the steambun eating contest at Pop-Con 2011. Nov. 11, 2011. Baptiste Haentjens

A Pop-Con-goer dressed as a scout trooper from Star Wars at Pop-Con 2011 on Nov. 11, 2011. Baptise Haentjens/
Sun Star
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Mandee Jackson
Sun Star Reporter

The Building Dashboard debuted last 

week as a new website where anyone can 

view the energy, heat and water usage for 20 

buildings on the UAF campus. This website 

was financed by a funding proposal paid for 

with funds from the $20 per semester SIREN 

fee. The proposal, submitted in the spring of 

2011, requested $129,712 to get it started.

The employees of the Office of Sustain-

ability want to inform students of the energy 

being used and cut down on the costs for 

water, electricity, and steam.

According to the Office of Sustain-

ability, there are about 130 universities in 

the continental United States using this 

same program through California-based 

company  Lucid Software Design.

Garrett Evridge, an employee with the 

Office of Sustainability, maintains UAF’s  

Building Dashboard.

“Each building has a sensor installed 

and it measures how much electricity, water 

and heating is being used. The sensors are 

also in real-time, therefore the information 

is updated every few seconds,” Evridge said. 

“So if you turn off a light, you could poten-

tially see the difference right away,” Evridge 

said.

The user can view and compare the 

electricity, water and heat used in each 

building for the day, week, month or year.  

Clicking on the building name tells the 

reader about that building and its history. 

There’s a graph measured by hour and the 

user can view how much electricity is being 

pulsed through the building, how much Co2 

is being exhausted from the building, and 

how much money is spent powering the 

building  total or  per individual.

“It’s totally 100 percent accurate,” sus-

tainability director Michele Hébert said, 

“The site was created with the intent of, if 

you give people access to information, it 

could change their behavior.”

The main goal of Building Dashboard 

is to educate students and save money. The 

Office of Sustainability is preparing a com-

petition to see which buildings can reduce 

the percentages of energy used.

“If we could just get a 10 percent reduc-

tion that would be very profitable,” Evridge 

said. This information will be displayed on 

interactive touch screens in the Moore-

Bartlett-Skarland complex, Wood Center 

and the West Ridge Café.

This information is also at

buildingdashboard.net/uaf/

Dashboard confessional

A screenshot of the UAF Office of Sustainability’s new building dashboard. 

Green gadget keeps it’s eye on energy use
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Rebecca Lawhorne
Sun Star Reporter

Last week, KSUA 91.5FM, UAF’s college 

radio, nabbed five “Goldie” awards.

The Alaska Broadcasters Association 

distributes the awards annually. Since they 

began nine years ago, KSUA has consistently 

won student division awards. On average, 

KSUA takes home the majority of the stu-

dent division awards. Last year, the under-

staffed station fell to its all-time lowest with 

two wins.

The KSUA wins include “Radio Enter-

tainment Program,” “Uniquely Alaskan,” 

“Radio Public Service Announcement,” and 

“Best Promotional Announcement.” The 

“Uniquely Alaskan” award is General Man-

ager Ephy Wheeler’s most prized, she said. 

The winner, the weekly show “Take Out,” 

featured an interview with a local Alaskan 

musician, Willis Fireball, who moved into 

the Alaskan wilderness. The show focused 

on his life in rural Alaska and the effect of 

the move on his music.

Wheeler upgraded from music director 

to general manager in April 2010. She is 

looking forward to this year, she said. “We 

just hired a music director, radio direc-

tor, and production director last week and 

there has already been a surge in the office,” 

Wheeler said. “This is the most staff we’ve 

had in a while.”

Student staff positions have been 

filled for the first time in years and there 

are 80 radio volunteers who host their own 

radio shows. With the increased staff, Fair-

banks residents will see an increase in cre-

ative output from the station.  “We plan to 

pump out some awesome things this year,” 

Wheeler said.

“Take-Out,” which KSUA’s Program Di-

rector Rebecca File hosts, and “The Morning 

Blend,” are some of KSUA’s most popular 

programming according to the station.

The five Goldie awards, framed in gold 

and waiting to be hung in the KSUA office, 

are a sign of a good year. 

“We have a lot of talented people,” 

Wheeler said.  “I’m excited to see what hap-

pens.”

KSUA dominates student division of AK Broadcasters Association awards

(L-R) Ephy Wheeler, 24, KSUA general manager, and Rebecca File, 23, KSUA program director, proudly display their 
radio station awards. Nov. 13, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star  
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Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 
Say it here. The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 
letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box 
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Keep up the good work
Dear Editor,
I read your recent editorial with great interest. Your vision of a Sun Star with more 

critically-thinking, in-depth reporting and features is spot-on. Creating an independent 
student newspaper with adequate, increased funding may be a difficult thing to pull off, 
but it’s most certainly a worthy goal. 

For years I and many other Fairbanksans have lamented the mediocre quality and edi-
torial slants/policies of our local newspaper. Similarly, many folks have commented about 
disconcerting trends with our local public radio station and its community advisory board, 
and have looked into the possibility of creating a new, independent radio station as well. 
Having a quality student paper with an independent publication board would not totally fill 
the wide void, but it would help considerably. 

The idea you proposed in your editorial is a not a small or simple task. It would require 
a long-term commitment of dedicated professional journalism students. It would require 
solid, consistent advertising revenues. It would require a strong leader with an eye fixed on 
the long-term goal. And it would require a mature, critically-thinking publication board 
with thick skin and strong backbone. 

Regardless of whether or not this vision becomes a reality, people will support your 
efforts to continually raise the bar by reporting on stories that really matter; increasing 
traditionally lackluster student involvement; and fostering independent thinking by your 
readers. From what I’ve seen this year, you have a solid team of photojournalists and publi-
cation folks. Keep up the good work!

Sincerely, 
John Lyle
UAF Alum

Alaska FFA
Dear Editor, 
I am writing in response to the article “Alaska Grown, But Made In Georgia.” I was in-

terviewed and quoted in the article as a representative of Alaska FFA.  When the article was 
released I was shocked to find that the important information I had given the reporter was 
completely left out of the article, thus creating a very controversial and one-sided story. 

FFA sells only a very small percentage of Alaska Grown apparel sold in the state; in 
fact, it’s only about 10%.  I informed her that the Mat-Su Farm Bureau sells the rest and they 
should be interviewed.  FFA apparel is printed in Georgia, the Farm Bureau’s isn’t, so to 
even include Georgia in the title is a gross misrepresentation.  A far greater percentage of 
shirts are printed in Palmer, Alaska.

Both FFA and the Farm Bureau have willingly agreed to seek out an Alaskan printer 
and get bids for printing.  Both nonprofits originally hired Alaskan distribution companies, 
and from there did not dictate every aspect of the business.  Because Alaskan’s care where 
the shirts are printed, we are in the process of accepting bids.  I find it disheartening that 
this was not included in the article, as we are already making efforts to address this issue.

This article should not have been printed without facts from the Farm Bureau who sells 
90% of the Alaska Grown apparel sold, instead it was written with very incomplete informa-
tion that completely misrepresents the situation.

Sincerely,
Amy Harmon
Alaska FFA
 
Alaska Grown
I have a couple of points of contention with the article, “Alaska Grown but made in 

Georgia.” It may or may not have been the writer’s intent, but the article seems to imply that 
the Division of Agriculture and the Alaska FFA are scamming Alaskan business, or making 
an ethical breach by importing “Alaska Grown” apparel from Georgia. This is absolutely not 
the most accurate portrait that could have been painted of either organization. First, the Di-
vision of Ag only authorizes the use of the Alaska Grown logo. Interestingly, the logo used in 
the article is NOT the copyrighted version the Division uses. Second, it is the Mat-Su Farm 

Bureau and Alaska FFA that actually buy and sell AK Grown merchandise.
Further, though FFA saves money by importing the wares from outside, the organiza-

tion is a non-profit whose main concern is promoting Alaskan agriculture and student suc-
cess rather than their own bottom line. Attempts have been made to find in-state printing 
for an equal or lower cost than importing, but efforts to find such a business have yet to be 
successful.

While I fully agree that it would be ideal to have “Alaska Grown” apparel fabricated, 
printed and distributed entirely in-state, there are regulations, costs and logistical concerns 
that currently make this an impossibility in the world we live in. This side of the story should 
have been mentioned in the article, and leaving it out was disingenuous at best.

Zach Zimny

Q: I have a sore throat.  What can I do for it?

•	 Take acetaminophen (Tylenol), Ibuprofen (Advil or

         Motrin) or Naproxen (Aleve).

•	 Gargle with warm salt water (1 tsp of salt per glass of water).

•	 Suck on throat lozenges or hard candy.

•	 Suck on Popsicles.

•	 Use a humidifier in your bedroom or rooms you spend a lot of time in.

•	 Drink lots of liquids.  This Does NOT include Soda Pop, caffeinated beverages or 

alcohol.  

Q: How do I know if this is strep throat or not?

A:  Symptoms you may have if it is strep throat are:

•	 Extremely painful sore throat

•	 Fever

•	 Headache

Q: I have a sore throat and I am losing my voice.  My tonsils aren’t swollen and I 

don’t have white spots on them.  I’m not sure if I have a fever or not.  Do you think I 

should come into the clinic?

A:  Usually losing your voice is caused by an infection of the larynx called laryngitis.  

In most cases this is always a viral infection and antibiotics will have no effect whatso-

ever.  Antibiotics only work on bacterial infections such as strep throat.  Before calling 

the clinic you may want to  try the above suggestions first.
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Six unusual class offerings
The Science of Harry Potter – Frostburg State University
The course examines the magical events in J.K. Rowling’s books and explains them 

using the basic principles of physics. Physics professor George R. Plitnik taught the class 

as an honors seminar at the Maryland school.

The Simpsons and Philosophy – UC Berkley
UC English student and student instructor Tyler Shores developed this philosophy 

class. It’s part of a program where students can develop initiatives outside the norm with 

faculty.  “What the Simpsons represent is nothing less than a glimpse at the complex 

human condition, how we live now and make our way morally in an often confusing 

world,” Shores said in an interview with SF Gate.

Arguing with Judge Judy: Popular ‘Logic’ on TV Judge Shows. –UC 
Berkely

This offering is described in the course catalog as an analysis of logic in pop culture. 

From the description: “a fascinating aspect of these shows from a rhetorical point of view 

is the number of arguments made by the litigants that are utterly illogical, or perversions 

of standard logic, and yet are used over and over again. For example, when asked ‘Did 

you hit the plaintiff?’ respondents often say, ‘If I woulda hit him, he’d be dead!’ This reply 

avoids answering ‘yes’ or ‘no’ by presenting a perverted form of the logical strategy called 

‘a fortiori’ argument [‘from the stronger’] in Latin. The seminar will be concerned with 

identifying such apparently popular logical fallacies on ‘Judge Judy’ and ‘The People’s 

Court’ and discussing why such strategies are so widespread.” 

The Science of Superheroes – UC Irvine
From the course catalog: “Have you ever wondered if Superman could really bend 

steel bars? Would a ‘gamma ray’ accident turn you into the Hulk? What is a ‘spidey-

sense?’ And just who did think of all these superheroes and their powers? In this seminar, 

we discuss the science (or lack of science) behind many of the most famous superheroes. 

Even more amazing, we will discuss what kind of superheroes might be imagined using 

our current scientific understanding.”

South Park and Contemporary Issues  - McDaniel College
The course description: “Over 12 seasons and more than 180 episodes, the cartoon 

show South Park has never avoided discussing controversial contemporary social issues. 

Often controversial itself, South Park uses humor to explore issues such as immigration, 

gay marriage, terrorism, and hundreds more. This course is an interdisciplinary ap-

proach towards extending and deepening the discussions already present in the show. 

Using historical and contemporary texts, theories, and concepts from sociology and phi-

losophy, this course will address issues such as race, gender, sexuality, consumerism, 

and many more.”

Lady Gaga and the Sociology of Fame – UC South Carolina
Course overview: “Within a framework of the sociology of popular culture and 

music, this lecture-based course focuses on societal elements in the rise of Lady Gaga’s 

popularity to her global status as a pop music icon. The central objective of this course, 

then, is to unravel some of the sociologically relevant dimensions of the fame of Lady 

Gaga. Specific attention in this analysis will be devoted to the role of: business and mar-

keting; the old and the new media; fans and live shows; gay culture; religious and po-

litical themes; sex and sexuality; and the city of New York.”

Duly Noted
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