
The Sun Star, vol. 31 no. 12 (November 22, 2011)

Publisher The Sun Star

Download date 23/05/2023 21:45:51

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/6509

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/6509




The Sun Star2 November 22,  2011 Politics

The Sun Star
Volume XXXI Number 13

November 22, 2011

The Sun Star’s mission as 
a campus voice for UAF is 
to report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce and 

chronicle events and provide 
a forum for expressions of 

opinion.

EDITORIAL OFFICES
101G Wood Center

P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-6039

Ads Dept: (907) 474-7540
Fax: (907) 474-5508

www.uafsunstar.com

Staff
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Heather Bryant

editor@uafsunstar.com

(907) 474-5078

COPY EDITOR

Kelsey Gobroski

LAYOUT EDITOR

Galen Lott

(907) 474-6039

PHOTO EDITOR

Jeremia Schrock

ADVERTISING MANAGER

Jordan Shilling

ads@uafsunstar..com

(907) 474-7540

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

Jeremy Smith

web@uafsunstar.com

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

Fernanda Chamorro

distribution@uafsunstar.com

REPORTERS

Lilly Necker

Erin McGroarty

Fred Monrean

Kara Perkins

Sarah Bressler

Rebecca Lawhorne

Andrew Sheeler

Ian Larsen

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Lilly Necker

Erin McGroarty

Fred Monrean

Kara Perkins

ADVISOR

Lynne Lott

Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

This report is based on the information 
reported by the University Police Depart-
ment. Individuals arrested and/or charged 
with crimes in this report are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

In need of help
A suicidal person walked into the 

Health and Counseling Center seeking as-
sistance and requested a counselor on Nov. 
11.  UAFPD transported the individual to the 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

Non-stop
Police cited a 20-year-old female stu-

dent from Fort Wainwright for driving too 
fast for the road conditions on Nov. 11. She 
was driving her white KIA four-door vehicle 
too fast and did not turn into the Patty Gym 
Lot on time. She crashed her vehicle into 
a stop sign. She left the scene.Police con-
tacted her after identifying the vehicle.

A very light pole
On Nov. 12, a 22-year-old female stu-

dent from Bethel failed to yield to another 
driver, 27, in the oncoming traffic when 
turning left onto Sheep Creek from Ta-
nana Loop. This caused a motor vehicle 
accident where one of the vehicles struck 
and knocked down a light pole. UAFPD re-
sponded to the accident and cited her for 
her failure to yield.

Clueless
A Community Service Officer was pa-

trolling the West Ridge Research Building 
after hours and contacted a man, 26, who 
was inside the building on Nov. 13. He 
would not provide ID and had no affiliation 
with UAF. He was trespassing.

Self-injury
A Resident Assistant contacted UAFPD 

about a suicidal individual in the Cutler 
Apartments on Nov. 16. The resident made 
comments about the suicide and had cut 
wrists. An officer transported the person to 
the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

West Ridge Story
Someone reported a domestic distur-

bance on Nov. 16. An officer responded and 
found ex-spouses arguing about communi-
cation issues. The woman, 32, was trying to 
get information from the man, a 33-year-old 
staff member. She went to his workplace to 

get the answers because he had not con-
tacted her. This took place in the entrance 
of the lobby to the West Ridge Research 
Building and she refused to leave until she 
got an answer from him. Police escorted her 
from the building and advised her of poten-
tial consequences should she continue that 
behavior on campus.

Drug Search
UAFPD assisted Alaska State Troopers 

with the execution of a drug search warrant 
on Nov. 15. 

Advice for the week:
The media covers suicide almost daily, 

but most people can’t imagine being in the 
situation. As the winter months drag the 
cold and darkness into Fairbanks, anxiety 
and depression rise.

Some tips to remain upbeat:
Buy a “happy light.” These full-spec-

trum light fixtures imitate sunlight. Sitting 
near one for at least 20 minutes twice a 
day can help fight the “winter blues.”

Minimize negative influences such 
as sad songs or sad movies.

Stay active and get involved. The less 
time you have to yourself, the less you can 
think about negative things in your life. 
Go out for a ski, play intramural sports or 
meet a friend for coffee or lunch.

Try a little pampering. Treat yourself 
to a pedicure, a dinner out, or a new video 
game. Treating yourself to something you 
love is a great mood lifter.

If you have a friend who is going 
through a depression or who may be sui-
cidal, there are ways to help:

Take your friend seriously. It’s a myth 
that those who voice suicidal intentions 
are only seeking attention.

Listen. Don’t give advice unless 
someone asks. Let your friend vent. S/he 
needs comfort, not rejection, punishment 
or a guilt trip.

Seek professional help. A counselor 
or therapist can be a helpful — and com-
pletely normal — outlet for someone 
going through a tough time.

Be sure you have current contact 
information for your friends, including a 
phone number and home address. This 
could be critical to help find the indi-
vidual in a moment of danger.

Most important, people considering 
suicide should know that more people 
care about them than they think. They 
could be considering an extreme and per-
manent action in order to seek revenge 
against a specific person. They may not 
remember all of the other people they will 
hurt in the process.

The cover was inspired by a button 

often worn by protestors. Censorship is a 

serious issue faced by thousands of media 

outlets each year including high school, col-

lege and professional organizations.



3 www.uafsunstar.com November 22, 2011Editorial

I once had a 

professor who said 

the difference be-

tween a cynic and 

a skeptic is that a 

cynic doesn’t be-

lieve in things like 

honor, courage or 

integrity. A skeptic wants to believe but 

needs proof. 

I’m 24 but I’ve been on my own for 

more than a decade. I joke that I moved 

to Alaska because it’s the farthest I could 

get from where I came from. It’s not really 

a joke. The experiences of my life made 

me a cynic. 

But being a journalist turned me into 

a skeptic. 

When it’s your job to talk to people 

and they tell you about their lives, you 

hear stories of courage, compassion or 

perseverance. You begin to believe in 

them again.

That’s not to say I don’t hear stories 

about bad things. Journalists tend to be 

acutely aware of corruption and crime. It 

can be very disheartening, but the job is 

about making people aware of it, so they 

can fix it. 

The Sun Star has interviewed many 

of the people on this campus. We’ve 

probably spoken with you. Hundreds, 

probably thousands, of people in the his-

tory of UAF have had their stories told in 

the Sun Star. 

The Sun Star wants to make sure that 

continues. We want to ensure that the 

student voice of UAF can continue, grow 

and be the independent newspaper you 

deserve. 

We collected signatures for a ballot 

referendum that would grant the Sun Star 

its much-needed independence from 

ASUAF — the student government. 

More than 400 students signed the 

petition. They believe the student body 

has the right to vote on what kind of 

newspaper they want to have.  Maybe 

you’ll vote for it, maybe not. But you have 

the right to the facts that can help you 

make that decision.

ASUAF’s response to our effort is 

enough to make anyone a cynic. 

What should be a simple separation 

that benefits both parties has become a 

maze of complications and misinforma-

tion.

The Sun Star receives a small portion 

of the student government fee, roughly 

$2.45 per semester from each student. It 

makes up less than half of our budget. The 

rest comes from advertising revenue that 

we generate.

ASUAF believes that because we re-

ceive this money through it, ASUAF rules 

can dictate how that money is used. 

They tried to enforce on The Sun 

Star an election rule stating that no funds 

or property of ASUAF can be used in an 

election campaign, by saying what we 

cannot write about. 

Last Wednesday, ASUAF President 

Mari Freitag and Senate Chair Jennifer 

Chambers came to The Sun Star office 

and told me that because we are on the 

ballot, I cannot write any more editorials 

about the Sun Star initiative. If I do, they 

can remove our initiative from the ballot. 

Later that evening, Election Board Chair 

Dillon Ball told our advertising manager 

that if we wrote any more about the in-

dependence 

initiative they 

would remove 

it from the 

ballot.

There is a 

word for that. 

It is censor-

ship. I will not 

stand for it.

No group 

has the right 

to dictate the 

content of 

The Sun Star, 

or threaten to 

penalize the 

newspaper for its content. Such an action 

would infringe on all students’ right to 

free speech. There is no honor in that. 

During the publication board 

meeting on Nov. 18, Freitag stated that it 

was not the intention of ASUAF to censor 

The Sun Star. However, the existence and 

application of bylaws that can be applied 

in a way that leads to censorship is a 

problem.

I wanted to believe in ASUAF. I’ve 

been clear about my position on the sep-

aration of the press and student govern-

ment since I took over as editor in May. 

It’s what’s best for both groups. I think the 

paper has had a respectful relationship 

with the student leaders this semester. 

We’ve covered them fairly in the weekly 

ASUAF recap and included their side of 

events whenever they were involved in a 

news story. Still, a newspaper should not 

be under any form of government and the 

events of the past few weeks have only 

proven that.

Censorship is a serious matter. As 

the Editor-in-Chief, it is my responsibility 

to look out for the rights and freedoms 

of your newspaper.  Accordingly, I con-

tacted a lawyer 

with the Stu-

dent Press Law 

Center.

The 

lawyer re-

sponded 

with a letter 

clarifying the 

relationship 

boundaries 

between the 

Sun Star and 

ASUAF. 

“As a gov-

ernment actor, 

ASUAF cannot 

create or enforce a rule that restricts the 

ability of a student newspaper to edito-

rialize on ballot issues without violating 

the Constitution.”

The letter also states “as a govern-

ment actor, ASUAF is not the owner of the 

things it funds.” The full letter is available 

online. 

The Sun Star initiative asks you to 

vote on separating the Sun Star from 

ASUAF. It creates a $7 media fee in order 

to accomplish this. 

If there was a way to give The Sun 

Star its independence and not charge a 

fee, I would do it. But the events of the 

last few weeks have proven to me more 

than ever that The Sun Star needs to be 

independent and beholden to no one but 

its readers—you.

The fact that the Sun Star has to go 

through a process administrated by the 

very group the Sun Star seeks indepen-

dence from is in itself a conflict, the sort 

of conflict we hope to avoid in the future. 

It’s important to remember this fee 

pays for a tangible and important ser-

vice for the students. And it’s a fee you 

will have a say in. I understand the rising 

costs of college are a problem. Funding 

an independent newspaper is a worthy 

cost. 

The last few weeks highlight why 

this is so important. The fact that ASUAF 

has bylaws that it interprets in a way that 

leads to censorship is the perfect example 

of why The Sun Star needs to be indepen-

dent. 

The students of this campus believe 

in freedom of the press, the importance of 

good reporting and the right to have their 

voices heard.

The Sun Star is proof of that. 

The difference between a cynic and a skeptic

Heather Bryant
Editor-in-Chief
The Sun Star
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Jeremia Schrock
Sun Star Reporter

Senators in attendance
Jennifer Chambers
Arthur Martin
Robert Kinnard
Jesse Cervin
John Netardus
Chelsea Holt
Will Collingwood
Timothy Grediagin
Andy Chamberlain
McKinley Zakurdaew
Christian Burns-Shafer
Rusty Young

Senators absent
Sophia Grzeskowiak-Amezquita
Blake Burley
Fred Brown

Officials in attendance
Mari Freitag (ASUAF president)
Dillon Ball (ASUAF vice president)
Josh Banks (ASUAF government rela-

tions director)

Special guests
Mike Sfraga (vice chancellor for students)

Anne Williamson (ASUAF office manager)

Alexis Knabe (executive officer at Student 

Services)

Broomball concerns
Mike Sfraga, the vice chancellor for stu-

dents, addressed ASUAF concerning the in-
crease in broomball fees. The fees will be in-
creased from $14/semester to $50/semester 
starting Spring 2012. Intramurals, which had 
been under the athletics department, was 
moved to Student Services (which Sfraga 
oversees) in July. The issue comes down 
to cost, with ice time at the Patty Center 
costing $125/hr, Sfraga said. Use of the Patty 
Center will continue to be subsidized, but 
not as much as before. “I don’t want to see it 
go away,” Sfraga said.

Terrain park update
Mike Sfraga also discussed changes to 

UAF’s planned terrain park below the Butro-
vich building. The park, which was origi-
nally going to be a series of small jumps, 
is now planned to be larger and longer 
and will include greater jumps and several 
snowboarding rails. It will be “much bigger 
then we had [planned] before and frankly, 
cooler,” Sfraga said. The goal is to have it 
completed by next winter, he said.

Town hall meeting planned
ASUAF will hold a town hall meeting 

with local legislators, said Josh Banks, 
ASUAF government relations director. The 
event will be in the Hess Recreation Center 
in the Moore-Bartlett-Skarland complex 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 30.

Voter registration update
The public relations committee held a 

voter registration drive last week. 66 people 
registered to vote, said Anne Williamson, 
ASUAF office manager.

Freitag addresses senate
ASUAF president Mari Freitag spoke to 

the senate about the Sun Star’s ballot ini-
tiative. She said that she met with the Sun 
Star’s Publication Board during the week to 
address potential concerns with the initia-
tive.

CLEP bill defeated
“SB 177-019: CLEP Out and Graduate” 

was defeated by a vote of 2-8-2. Michael 
Golub and McKinley Zakurdaew (who 
co-sponsored the bill with Sophia Grz-
eskowiak-Amezquita) voted in support of 
the legislation while Timothy Grediagin 
and Arthur Martin abstained. The bill would 
have provided the Society of Automotive 
Engineers with $2,400 to establish a CLEP 
prep program for Chemistry 106.

ArtFest bill tabled
“SB 177-020: ArtFest Funding” was 

returned to the student affairs committee 
for additional changes. The bill, if passed, 
would provide ArtFest (a student club) with 
$200 to host a First Friday-like event. The 
first event would take place in January. Jen-
nifer Chambers sponsored the bill.

Club Council committee cre-
ated

“SB 177-016A: Club Council Ad-Hoc 
Committee” was passed by a vote of 10-0-0. 
The bill will create a club council committee 
to replace the current club council. The new 
committee will be made up of no more than 
20 members, with at least nine being club 
representatives. This will replace the current 
system, which requires every club have a 
representative on the council (there are cur-
rently more than 100 active cubs, according 
to the Wood Center’s webpage). The com-
mittee’s major responsibility will be the al-
location of funds from the “Club Grants and 
Projects” section of the ASUAF budget.

ASUAF Nov. 20 meeting highlights
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UAF is an AA/EO Employer and Educational Institution

If you have any questions or problems applying,
please contact Human Resources at

907-474-7700, Monday - Friday 8-5 p.m.

www.uakjobs.com

Temporary Professional for CES
Posting # 0063187

Student Assistants for various
departments
Posting # 006350

Temporary Clerical for various
departments
Posting # 0063051

Sarah Bressler
Sun Star Reporter

Adopted families, attorneys, judges and 

other individuals who work in the social 

system gathered in the Wood Center on Nov. 

19 to celebrate this year’s national Adoption 

Day.

“Adoption Day is a great way for every-

body who works in the child labor system to 

see the fruits of their labor come to life,” said 

Christy Lawton, statewide director of the 

Alaska Office of Children’s Services. Lawton 

is one of the organizers of the event.

Nationwide, there are 107,011 children 

in foster care, according to nationaladop-

tionday.org.  National Adoption Day is de-

signed to raise awareness of children who 

are waiting to find loving homes.

In November 2000, National Adop-

tion Day began under the name National 

Adoption Day Coalition and worked with 

law firms, state foster care agencies, child 

advocates and courts to complete hundreds 

of foster care adoptions nationwide. The 

number of events grew from 17 in 2001 to 

120 in 2003. In 2009, all 50 states partici-

pated in National Adoption Day in 345 sep-

arate events, which range from courtroom 

adoptions to local celebrations. 

“Adoption Day is a day of celebration 

for children and families who have reached 

the end of a long, often complicated process. 

They’ve come out of the system in the most 

positive way possible,” said Judge Michael 

Nash of the Los Angeles Juvenile Depen-

dency Court, on the Adoption Day website.

Starting this year, the National Adop-

tion Day Coalition put on the “One Day 

Project.” The project is basically an oppor-

tunity for children who have been adopted 

and their new families to share stories of 

hope with the thousands still waiting to be 

adopted. The “One Day Project” also en-

courages others to adopt. 

“Adoption is a wonderful way to expand 

or start a family,” Lawton said. “Anyone can 

apply, and you don’t have to be a perfect 

parent to adopt a child.”

UAF hosts Adoption Day festivities

Emyieh (right) gets a dancing lesson from Inu-Yupiaq UAF dance group member, Florence Nukusuk (left), during the 
2nd annual Adoption Celebration, which took place this year in the Wood Center. Nov. 19, 2011. Fred Monrean Jr/
Sun Star

Adoption Day volunteer Alex Trich applies a ‘super hero mask’  on one of the annual event’s attendees. Nov. 19, 
2011. Fred Monrean Jr/Sun Star
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Rebecca Lawhorne
Sun Star Reporter

Following the sound of muffled ma-

chinery through a plastic-wrapped doorway, 

there is a freshly painted room lit by groups 

of long bright lights. To the right, an orderly 

line of seven teal-colored machines, which 

resemble heavy-duty refrigerators, occupy 

the empty space.

Those machines are growth chambers 

for horticulture research at UAF, and that 

room is the bottom floor of the newly-con-

structed greenhouse attached to the south 

side of the Arctic Health Research Building 

on West Ridge.

The 4,500-square-foot, state-of-the-

art greenhouse replaces the West Ridge 

greenhouse. The previous greenhouse was 

removed earlier this year to make room for 

the construction of the new Life Sciences 

building.

The new facility is a major upgrade, 

according to Carol Lewis, the dean of the 

School of Natural Resources and Agricul-

tural Sciences (SNRAS) and director of the 

Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Sta-

tion (AFES).

“This is the most state-of-the-art facility 

in the state,” Lewis said.

The West Ridge greenhouse, built in the 

1960s, didn’t provide the up-to-date experi-

ence for students looking at careers in the 

current greenhouse industry, Lewis said. 

“The old greenhouse couldn’t be auto-

mated or controlled in any way, or even lit 

or heated on the bottom level. It was very 

minimal,” Lewis said.

The upper level will be fully ready for 

use by December. The level is equipped with 

1,100 square feet of classroom space, a labo-

ratory, two offices, a clean room, storage 

and an area for handling plant materials, 

fertilizers and potting media. It also features 

energy curtains that control the tempera-

ture and sunlight. The technology also has 

controls to program the temperature, lights 

and humidity.

The unfinished lower level provides 900 

square feet for the growth chambers, and 

sections divided into 750 square feet each, 

according to a recent press release by the 

SNRAS/AFES information office.

The greenhouse was budgeted for 

$5.3 million dollars, and with $1.8 mil-

lion leftover, the lower level will need to be 

ventilated and automated. The only catch, 

according to Lewis, is that the department 

“will have to bid on another contract to 

complete it.” This will cause the construc-

tion to extend into next year.

Some students expressed frustration 

with enduring such a long wait for the green-

house’s completion. For the past 8 months, 

they had to make do with no greenhouse to 

conduct research in.

Jackson Drew, 20, a biology and chem-

istry student, was a student worker in the 

West Ridge greenhouse since June 2010, 

until it’s demolition this spring. He then 

worked up until this fall as the only student 

worker at  the Georgeson Botanical Garden, 

a project of the SNRAS department. Four, 

full-time employees maintain the garden 

year round.

The Institute of Arctic Biology green-

house also assisted during the difficult  

transition, but since much of it’s space was 

dedicated to other projects, it could only 

offer much room to store research plants.

“They didn’t have enough space for us,” 

Drew said. Research plants were scattered 

and stored all over campus during construc-

tion. Recently, the plants began the journey 

into the new greenhouse. In the new class-

room, foliage in large pots stretches to the 

ceiling and lines the sides of the room.

Potential greenhouse users are also 

concerned about the size. Although the 

square footage is larger, Drew worries that 

the actual growing space seems to be much 

smaller than in the original greenhouse, he 

said. Drew hopes they will still have room 

for some of the same projects, he said. Typi-

cally, during the summer, the greenhouse 

grows produce to sell in order to raise rev-

enue. The less space for potential produce, 

the less money raised.

Although it will be slightly smaller than 

the West Ridge greenhouse at first, Lewis 

claims what it lacks in size, it makes up for 

in technological advancement. Lewis said 

that since the SNRAS focuses on research, 

they wanted to build a research greenhouse.

“Overall, it’s a much better teaching 

opportunity for students,”Lewis said. Drew 

agrees that the new machinery, specifically 

the new soil-mixing machine, is “a pretty 

neat improvement,” and will save re-

searchers time and energy.

With all the new technology, future 

projects will include looking at plant-light 

interaction and refining current research 

with LED lights.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 

new greenhouse will be held on Tuesday, 

Nov. 22 at 4 p.m., and it will be open to 

the public. Speakers include UAF Chan-

cellor Brian Rogers, Sen. Joe Thomas, busi-

nessman Bernie Karl, and Jim Mitchell of 

Ghemm Co, who helped fund the project. 

All the speakers worked with the SNRAS 

department toward the completion of the 

greenhouse.

“I have a soft spot for greenhouses,” 

Lewis said, “and we are very proud and ex-

cited about this one.”

A greenhouse to call their own

Sunlights peeps in through the new West Ridge Greenhouse rooms on Nov. 18, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Father Leroy Trujillo, 61, mixes cove base material and daughter JayLee Trujillo (front), 29, measures the product in different ratios for the new West Ridge Greenhouse on Nov. 
18, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star

An interior hallway in the new West Ridge Greenhouse. Nov. 18, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter

As the temperature outside plummeted 
on Nov. 15 people found 14 ways to get 
warm in the Wood Center during the 2011 
United Way Chili Cook-Off, organized by the 
Student Activities Office (SAO). For a dona-
tion of $5 to the United Way, participants 
could sample five different chili servings. A 
donation of $10 provided hungry cook-off 
goers 13 bowls of chili.

The 14 participants this year came from 
across the university campus, with many 
teams adopting names such as the Admis-
sions Office’s “Chewbacca Con Carne,” 
Academic Advising’s “Hot to the Core Cur-
riculum” and “Gone in 60 Seconds,” served 
by the United Way and UAF Alumni.

Ingredients and degrees of spiciness 
varied between entries. The Anthropology 
Department and Americorps Vista provided 
a variety of vegetarian options. For the ad-
venturous, the UAF Development Office and 
Career Services offered moose chili. Career 
Services also offered caribou chili, for more 
Alaska big game tastiness.

The exotic nature of the cook-off didn’t 
stop at the ingredients. Donald Crocker, an 
academic advisor, lured participants to the 

Academic Advising table with Hawaiian leis 
and little umbrella garnishes. Crocker was 
optimistic about his team’s chances in the 
cook-off.

“I think we’ll do well,” Crocker said. As 
it turned out, the Academic Advising team 
placed second. The University Fire Depart-
ment served up this year’s winning chili. The 
Fire Department’s servers told participants 
the focus of their chili was flavor, not spici-
ness.

Environmental Health, Safety and Risk 
Management won third place.

SAO assistant director Cody Rogers 
called this year’s cook-off, the third she’s 
put on with SAO, a success. The United Way 
raised $1,021 and there were both more 
participants and more chili entries this year. 
Rogers took it as a sign of increased interest, 
considering only two or three teams partici-
pated last year. The rest this year were new. 
As an example, Rogers mentioned new-
comer Environmental Health, Safety & Risk 
Management’s team “Team Charmin” and 
their “2-ply Chili.”

“I really appreciated how people got 
into it this year,” Rogers said.

Curing cancer with a cuppa chili

Participants in the Chili Cook Off show off their creations in the Wood Center on Nov. 15, 2011. The Career Services booth can be seen in the foreground. Baptiste Haentjens/Sun Star

Barbara Schuhmann, Helenmarie Matesi and Bob Grosclose, at the Chili Cook Off desk, selling tickets and greeting 
people. Baptiste Haentjens/Sun Star
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Ian Larsen
Sun Star Reporter

Although the winters at UAF are cold, 

the scientific research is still hot. On Nov. 16, 

the National Science Foundation awarded 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks Institute 

of Arctic Biology $16.3 million to help fund 

the Toolik Field Station’s research.

The Institute of Arctic Biology wrote a 

grant proposal for the award. Institutions 

across the country peer edited the proposal. 

This will be the third time the NSF gave the 

station this award. The grant also comes 

with a five-year cooperative agreement with 

the NSF.

Toolik Field Station is located in the 

northern foothills of the Brooks Range on 

Alaska’s North Slope. Scientists there have 

conducted ecological and arctic observa-

tory research since 1975. This station is a 

test site for both national and international 

research. Now that the station has earned 

this award, it is seen as a “major” part of the 

National Science Foundation facilities ac-

cording to a press release.

Toolik Field Station researchers mainly 

track and monitor environmental and ter-

restrial data. They study the life stages of 

plants, snow from year to year, weather data 

and animal life on the Slope.

“Much of what is known about terres-

trial and aquatic ecosystems, adaptations 

of plants and animals to the Arctic and the 

effects of climate change come from long-

term, process-based ecological research 

conducted at Toolik,” UAF arctic biology sci-

entist Marion Syndonia “Donie” Bret-Harte 

said in the Institute of Arctic Biology press 

release.

Timothy Sharp, a UAF senior, works in 

Bret-Harte’s soils lab.  He is a lab assistant 

for graduate student Claire Addis. “She is 

observing the effects of higher snow density 

on shrubs sent from the Toolik Station from 

winter to winter,” Sharp said.

Because of this award the station can 

afford improvements that “will enable the 

station to increase and improve the provi-

sion of housing, utilities, meals, commu-

nications, modern lab space, vehicles and 

common-use science equipment to the 

hundreds of scientists and students who 

work at the station each year,” according to 

the press release.

“Most of the buildings at the station 

are tents, with the exception of kitchen and 

dining hall. Although with the funding from 

NSF we will be able to build another dorm, 

and more labs in the next five years.” Bret-

Harte said. Not only will this award allow for 

better housing, meals and utilities, it also 

will improve the station’s creditability inter-

nationally.

Currently the station hosts around 450 

researchers that come from across the na-

tion each year to Toolik, according to Bret-

Harte.  from all over the country. In 2010, 

researchers at Toolik conducted 61 funded 

research projects involving more than 500 

participants from 68 different universities

NSF awards UAF science facility 
$16 million

A view of the arctic tundra similar to the location of UAF’s Toolik science station

ASUAF Sample Ballot
Election Day November 29, 30

Senate Seat K:  Andy Chamberlain

Senate Seat L:  Rusty Young

Senate Seat M:  McKinley Zakurdaew

Senate Seat N:  Christian Burns-Shafer

Senate Seat O:  (NONE)

Senate Seat P:  Fred Brown

Senate Seat Q:  (NONE)

Senate Seat R:  Robert Kinnard

Senate Seat S:  Jonathan Schurz

Senate Seat T:  (NONE)

Concert Board:  Trevor Yuzhun Evanoff
   
      Frank Gamboa 

Referendum:

“We, the students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
approve the dissolution of the governance agreement 
between The Sun Star and the Associated Students of 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks (ASUAF) creating an 
independent newspaper separate from ASUAF.  We also 
approve the creation of a $7 per semester (Fall/Spring) 
media fee effective Fall 2012 for the production of a more 
robust and independent newspaper that serves the stu-
dent body.”

This advertisement was paid for by ASUAF



11 www.uafsunstar.com November 22, 2011Sports

Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter

Over the years, broomball has become 

a much-loved intramural sport offered at 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  This 

program proved to be one of the most pop-

ular intramural sports, according the Stu-

dent Recreation Center, based on past and 

present enrollment levels.

Described by many current players as 

a mix of soccer and hockey, broomball is 

played on the ice. Players use sticks remi-

niscent of lacrosse, and a small rubber ball. 

The point of the game, much like soccer and 

hockey, is to score the ball into the hockey 

net. The one caveat is that no skates are in-

volved, so the sport proves to be a little more 

slippery than expected. A sport well-known 

around campus, many students play and 

appreciate broomball. This year’s financial 

problems may prove to threaten the legacy 

of this beloved sport.

Like any other UAF intramural sport, 

there is a league of recreational teams for 

broomball. UAF students play against each 

other in seven-week seasons. They usually 

play one game a week at the Patty Center 

ice rink between 10 p.m. and midnight. Hel-

mets are the only protective gear required 

for this sport. Many players also choose to 

include knee pads.

There always has been a fee for students 

who participate in intramural sports. In 

2008-2009 the fee was raised from $5 to $7.

“It was for the use of the SRC, the fa-

cilitates, the ref, and the gear. We all under-

stood why it was raised and no one really 

cared,” long-time broomball player Jesse 

Manchester said.

However, recently Student Services and 

Facilities Services suggested to change the 

fee for intramural broomball and hockey. 

This change would happen in the 2012 

spring semester, raising the broomball entry 

fee from $7.00 to $25.00 per student per 

seven-week module.

The Athletics Department used to 

manage the Student Recreation Center 

(SRC). During that time, the semesterly ath-

letics and SRC fees covered broomball. 

In July 2011, the Student Recreation 

Center, all intramural programs and other 

campus recreation was moved from under 

the Athletics Department to Student Ser-

vices in order to bring forth more of a stu-

dent focus.

“We welcome that,” Vice Chancellor for 

Students Mike Sfraga said. “After all, that’s 

where they all started.”

Although this change was supposed to 

offset the money issues within the Athletics 

Department, the SRC still faced a deficit. 

This deficit turned out to be due to ice 

charges. These expenses included staffing 

the Patty Center rink, lights and Zamboni 

expenses. Facilities Services raised the fees 

for  intramural broomball and hockey be-

cause those are the only two sports played 

on the ice. While the SRC is under student 

services the Patty Center ice rink remains 

under Facilities Services.

The Athletics Department previously 

contained all athletics activities and pro-

grams on campus. However, because the 

SRC is a service to students, the center is 

now under Student Services, which deals 

with more than athletics. Facilities Services 

deals mostly with university buildings and 

equipment and manages the Patty Center 

ice. 

Facilities Services charges the SRC and 

the intramural program for use of the ice. 

According to last year’s budget, the entire 

intramural program costs about $58,000 per 

year. The ice costs approximately $27,000, 

making up nearly half of  the total cost.

“The university will continue sub-

sidizing the cost, as we have done in the 

past, but somewhere the difference has to 

be made, because the Division of Student 

Services does not have the cash to make 

up that kind of difference.” Vice Chancellor 

Mike Sfraga said at the ASUAF meeting on 

Nov. 20.

After much discussion among the 

broomball league between both players and 

captains, the broomball captains agreed 

that Facilities Services would not other-

wise rent out the ice during the 10:30 p.m. 

to midnight slot. However, in the past there 

was much competition for ice, according to 

Sfraga, regardless of the time slot.

The issue of potentially raising the 

broomball fee is still under discussion. 

Sfraga addressed the ASUAF board at the 

weekly meeting Nov. 20 to answer any ques-

tions that the senate had. If the fee  is raised, 

the broomball league agreed to boycott the 

sport or find elsewhere to play until the fee 

is lowered back to the original amount.

Broomball fee increase looming on the horizon

Donna Hill, a member of the UAF broomball team Tapp That, takes the ball down the Patty Center ice rink during a broomball came held Monday night, Nov. 14, 2011. Erin 
McGroarty/ Sun Star

Donna Hill. member of team Tapp That, moves to keep 
the ball away from a persueing opponent during a 
broomball game held on Nov. 14, 2011,  Erin McGro-
arty/ Sun Star
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Women’s Cross Country Team 
makes UAF history

Rebecca Lawhorne
Sun Star Reporter

On Saturday morning, with snow on 
the ground and the temperature around 25 
degrees, the UAF Women’s Cross Country 
team competed in the national NCAA race. 
Ranked 19th going into the competition, 
they ran their way up two slots to finish 17th 
out of 24 teams.

Single team members have competed 
in the NCAA race before, but this is the first 
time the entire team made the trip to na-
tionals, which were held in Spokane, Wash. 

this year. As they were cooling off after re-
gionals, they found out that they qualified 
for nationals, said senior Theresia Shnurr, 
who finished in the top 10 at regionals. They 
began screaming, jumping and falling into 
each other’s arms, she said.

“Qualifying as a team was one of the 
greatest moments of my athletic career,” 
Shnurr said.

Three-year assistant coach Matt Dunlap 
stood back and let them have their moment, 
he said.

“It was really great to be there and see 
them going crazy, to see that all their hard 
work had paid off,” he said.

The team worked hard this year, Dunlap 
said. The team’s pre-season begins two 
weeks prior to the start of fall classes, with 
members meeting six days a week.

With three coaches and 29 athletes, the 
men and women train together. They run 
campus trails then hit the pavement once 
snow falls. They think of themselves as one 
team, Dunlap said.

“We are one big happy family,” he said.
The men’s season ended at regionals 

this year, on the 5th of November. They 
scored 17th place.

The team was in good spirits going into 
the 6k race on Saturday, competing with 
about 160 of the fastest girls in the country, 
Dunlap said. Two days before competing, 
Shnurr couldn’t wait. “I’m ready to take it 
on,” she said.

Though it was an improvement from 
the current Fairbanks weather, snow fell 
as the girls competed. Dunlap knew the 
weather predictions but said he knew the 

cold wouldn’t be a factor. “They’re used 
to the cold,” he said. Escaping the minus-
40-degree cold helped put her in high spirits 
looking forward to the race, Shnurr said.

Twenty-two minutes in, senior Crystal 
Pitney lead the UAF pack, coming in 62nd. 
Sophomore Raphaela Sieber followed in 
91st place. Theresia Schnurr was close 
behind in 97th place. At 24 minutes, Jana 
Benedix took 126th. Heather Edic crossed 
the line 13 seconds later with 138th place. 
Alyston McPhetres, Kryston McPhetres 
rounded out the UAF team at 150th and 

170th.
The team returned home on Sunday 

and can now focus on cross country skiing, 
Dunlap said. Those who do both sports have 
split training time between the two. “It’s a 
good way to end the season,” he said. “The 
NCAA race has been a really good experi-
ence.”

Shnurr, who is majoring in biochem-
istry at UAF, says the team gets rid of pre-race 
jitters by listening to hip-hop and dancing. 
“I think our little pre-race routine made us 
famous,” she said. “The other racers are all 
nervous and quiet.”

Besides their winning streak, a favorite 
cheer of the women’s team reveals why they 
may be famous among their competitors: 
“Born in the woods, race without fear, you 
better watch out, ‘cause Alaska is here!”

The Women’s Cross Crountry Running Team during the 2011 NCAA Cross Country Championship. Photo courtesy of 
Matthew Dunlap.

NEW SUPER-INSULATED
DRY CABINS

• Close to UAF
• No water
• $450 + electric
• Month to month with the
12th month FREE
• Short term rentals possible
(instead of month to month)(instead of month to month)

For details and an application, see
tinyurl.com/http-fairbankscabin-com

or call 455-4500
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Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Complete silence and tension took 

over in the downstairs E.F. Rifle Range of 

the Patty Center Saturday as the men’s and 

women’s rifle teams aimed and prepared 

to shoot. A weekend-long tournament took 

place between the Alaska Nanooks, Univer-

sity of Kentucky Wildcats and the U.S. Air 

Force Academy Falcons Nov. 18-20.

Coaches chose their top six or seven 

shooters to compete. From those they 

picked five to actually shoot. The best four’s 

scores would count toward the team score, 

marking an “X” next to their name on the 

scoreboard. One thing that makes rifling 

a tough sport is that one cannot recover 

points. From the beginning of each event, 

every shooter is handed 600 points.

There were two events in this competi-

tion: smallbore and air rifle. Shooters fire 

each shot toward the target from 50 feet 

away and a total of 60 shots must be fired. 

Smallbore requires three different posi-

tions: prone (laying down), standing and 

kneeling. Air rifle only requires standing. 

The center is worth 10 points and every ring 

away from it is worth one point less. The 

distance from the 10 points is removed from 

the score, so that shooters lose points from 

the 600 rather than gain them. Once they are 

lost, the points cannot be regained.

Friday night, the Nanooks defeated the 

Falcons in air rifle 2348-2336 and smallbore 

2310-2281 for a total 4658-4617.

“It was good,” Nanook Coach Dan 

Jordan said. Anna Hjelmevoll’s 594 in air 

rifle was the “season high of course which is 

nice,” Jordan said. Hjelmevoll also took the 

lead for the home team in smallbore Friday 

with a 582.

Friday was a good warm-up for the Na-

nooks to get some of the jitters out, Jordan 

said. They had looked forward to shooting 

against the Wildcats. “They seem to perform 

well when the pressure is on and they’re up 

against a good team,” he said.

The Wildcats beat the Falcons 4687-

4608 Saturday afternoon. The Falcons, who 

flew in from Colorado Springs, lost both 

matches against the universities.

“We’ll hit a couple of good scores, but 

we’re not putting a team of good scores to-

gether yet,” said Lauri Meili, the coach of the 

Falcons.

Wildcats shooter Emily Holsopple, 19, 

had the highest score in air rifle with a 595. 

She looked like a statue, completely still as 

she shot the pellets toward the center of 

the target. She felt well because everything 

flowed and she had a good performance, 

she said. As a team it was a good perfor-

mance, but not their best.

“[Holsopple’s] been working really hard 

to get to and remain at that level,” Wildcats 

Coach Harry Mullins said.

There were three relays Sunday from 9 

a.m. to almost 4:30 p.m. The Nanooks were 

taken down by the Wildcats with 4646-

4691. 2345-2361 in air rifle and 2301-2330 

in smallbore. Holsopple remained the top 

shooter on her team during the first and 

second relay Nov. 20. Hjelmevoll main-

tained good scores throughout, having the 

first relay’s top team score of 591 and a 197 

in smallbore standing during the third relay.

Jordan’s team has the talent and the 

quality, he said, but they need more of the 

“mental stuff,” such as drive and belief in 

themselves. Though they lost Sunday’s 

match, the Nanooks have improved their 

technique with each match.

“I think we’ll be in a good place come 

March,” Jordan said.

Nanook rifle aims high, misses the mark

University of Kentucky Wildcat Ethan Settlemires aims in the air rifle event against the U.S. Air Force Academy 
Falcons on Nov. 19. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Say “Ah”
Donna Patrick, ANP

Q:  What is Bronchitis?
A: Bronchitis is an inflammation of 

the bronchi (the tree-like structures whose 
branches are air tubes in the lungs). Bronchitis 
is usually caused by a virus, but can also be 
caused by bacteria or inhaled irritants. Most 
cases are preceded by a cold, vague muscle 
aches, slight fever, sore throat, and a dry cough. 
Later the cough produces a mucous secretion 
called sputum that may last 2 to 3 weeks. Antibi-
otics are usually not prescribed, although other 
medications such as bronchodilators may help 
the cough.

Q: What can I do for my cough?
•	 Drink	plenty	of	fluids.	 	 It	 is	not	nec-

essary to eat if you have no appetite, but you 
should drink fluids to help control fever and 
reduce aches and pains.  Fluids also thin the 
respiratory secretions making it easier to cough 
them up.  Hot herbal teas are soothing.

•	 Rest.	You	do	not	have	to	stay	in	bed,	
but you should limit your activity as much as 
possible to help prevent coughing fits. 

•	 Humidify	the	air	by	using	a	cool	mist	
vaporizer, taking a steamy shower, hanging wet 
towels in the room, steam inhalations (face 
bowl), or placing a warm, moist towel over your 
face.

•	 Do	 not	 smoke,	 and	 avoid	 second	
hand smoke.

•	 Oral	decongestants	(such	as	Sudafed)	
may relieve excessive nasal secretions which 
often drain down the back of the throat causing 
a cough.   This is called post nasal drip.   

•	 Cough	 syrups	 and	 pills	 containing	
dextromethorphan	 (Robitussin,	 Vicks	 44)	 may	

be used to suppress 
cough, especially if 
your cough is keeping 
you awake at night.

•	 Keeping	 a	
throat lozenge, cough 
drop, or hard candy in your mouth will stimulate 
your saliva and help soothe your throat.

•	 Gargle	with	warm	salt	water	(one-half	
teaspoon in an 8 ounce glass of water) every 3 to 
4	hours	to	soothe	throat	pain	which	incurs	from	
coughing.

•	 Practice	 good	 hygiene.	 When	
coughing, try to cough into your arm or shoulder 
rather your hands. To help prevent the spread 
of the virus, wash your hands frequently, cover 
your nose and mouth when sneezing, properly 
dispose of facial tissues, and do not share items 
like toothbrushes and drinking containers. 

If after 7 days the above measures fail to 
improve your cough see your health care pro-
vider.	Come	to	the	clinic	sooner	if	you	are	expe-
riencing any of the following: 

•	 Temperature	over	102o	F	persists
•	 Severe	headache
•	 Increased	facial	swelling
•	 Very	large	neck	glands
•	 Painful	joints
•	 Skin	rash
•	 Chest	pain
•	 Shortness	of	breath
•	 Difficulty	swallowing	own	saliva
•	 Persistent	vomiting
•	 Persistent	greenish	nasal	discharge
•	 Foul	odor	to	breath

Letters to the Editor
Have something to say? 

Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please in-
clude the author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or 
address). E-mail your letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 
474-5508, or mail them to PO Box 756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be 
received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in the next issue. All letters are subject 

to editing for brevity and grammar.

Mandee Jackson
Sun Star Reporter

Due	 to	 subzero	 temperatures,	 the	

Alaska	 Nordic	 Cup	 Ski	 competition	 was	

moved from Fairbanks to Anchorage on 

Nov.	19	and	20.	The	Nanooks	 tied	with	 the	

Seawolves	 in	 Classic	 style,	 both	 earning	

21	 points.	 The	 final	 score	 (counting	 both	

Classic	 and	 Skate)	 was	 Seawolves-45,	 Na-

nooks-	39.

Saturday,	Fairbanks	had	some	winning	

times	 with	 Logan	 Hanneman-	 13:47:00,	

Erik	 Soderstrom-13:48:00	 and	 Tyler	 Korn-

field-13:50:00.	 The	 times	 placed	 them	 in	

first, second and third for the day.

A	 majority	 of	 the	 women’s	 team	 was	

missing	at	the	meet.	Heidi	O’Connor-Brook,	

19-year-old	 music	 education	 sophomore,	

was one of the three women competing last 

weekend.

“This was a real challenge for the team 

with tough courses, but it was also exciting. 

Everyone	did	a	good	 job,”	O’Connor-Brook	

said.	 The	 women’s	 scores	 for	 both	 classic	

and	skate	skiing	were	6-15.

“The	men’s	 team	 really	 stood	 out	 this	

weekend,”	 Coach	 Scott	 Jerome	 said.	 “Men	

took	 the	 top	 three	 spots	 on	 Saturday,	 and	

won	 second,	 third,	 and	 fourth	 on	 Sunday.	

We’re	certainly	very	pleased	with	that,”

Logan	 Hanneman,	 18,	 is	 a	 freshman	

majoring	 in	 Mechanical	 Engineering.	

Hanneman	 took	 first	 place	 n	 the	 19th,	

second	place	on	the	20th	and	third	overall.	

“I felt a little strange not have been able 

to ski for basically a whole week before be-

cause of the cold weather, but the warmer 

weather	 in	 Anchorage	 was	 welcoming,”	

Hannerman said. “I felt good about the 

races.	Our	team	is	incredibly	strong.”

There were several skiers who went to 

the	Cross	Country	National	Championship.

“They [UAA] did better than us this 

weekend and we congratulate them. But 

we	hope	to	get	them	back	at	the	Champion-

ships.”

Nanooks fall short of Nordic Cup
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Following the protests at UC Davis, photos and videos of police officers pepper spraying 

peaceful protestors created a new internet meme: Casually Pepper Spray Everything 

Cop (Lt. John Pike)

Duly Noted
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