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This year's Super Bowl drew in 
a crowd of both enthusiastic 
fans and casual watchers to 
the Pub, where free pizza and 
raffle prizes filled in the time 
between plays. Super Bowl 
XLIX pitted the New England 
Patriots against the Seattle 
Seahawks. Last year, the Seattle 
Seahawks defeated the Denver 

Students crowd The Pub for 
2015 Super Bowl Festivities

Seahawk fans celebrate their team’s first touchdown in the 2015 Super Bowl, which the patriotd went on to win 28-24.

This year's Super Bowl drew in a 
crowd of  both enthusiastic fans and 
casual watchers to the Pub, where free 
pizza and raffle prizes filled in time 
between plays. 

Super Bowl XLIX pitted the 
New England Patriots against the 
Seattle Seahawks. Last year, the 
Seattle Seahawks defeated the Denver 
Broncos 43-8. Judging by the colors 
and uniforms the Pub-goers wore, it 
seemed like there were a majority of  
Seahawks fans among the almost 100 
viewers.

There was a common reason 
for choosing the Seahawks over the 
Patriots, mainly the distance from 

Fairbanks to Seattle.
"Seattle is closer," Jeff Evan, senior 

justice student said, "That's why I like 
them. I'm hoping for a close game, an 
exciting game." Evans mentioned that 
he's from Juneau, which makes him 
an even closer fan of  Seattle than in 
Fairbanks.

"I'm from the West Coast. I have 
to support the home and Seattle is 
closer to Alaska," Patrick Namwembe, 
a junior political science student said.

Others had more of  a commitment 
to their team of  choice, such as 
Kristian Jorgenson-Geise, a senior 
criminal justice student.

"I'm hoping for a fast-paced 
offensive from the Seahawks and Tom 
Brady. Beast mode," he said. "I've 
always been a Seahawks fan. He's just 
a friend that I let borrow a jersey," he 
added, gesturing towards his friend 

sitting next to him.
Out in the corner of  the group 

of  attendants, Evan Charles, a 
sophomore anthropology student, 
leapt up from his seat and shouted, 
"Who ever scores first wins!" after the 
first touchdown by the Patriots.

"I'm a losers fan. I want whoever 
is going to lose to win. Screw (the 
Seahawks) because they have more 
fans," Charles said. "Now that (the 
Patriots) are ahead, what am I going 
to do?"

By half-time the score was an even 
14-14.

"I'm hoping for a win, but I like 
it to be even until the 4th," Megan 
McHugh, who is from Seattle and is 
a senior biology student said. Wearing 
a Seahawks hat, she sat next to Kaley 
Sikes, who wore a Patriots jersey. "She's 
a relative, so it's okay," McHugh said.

Towards the end of  the final quar-
ter, the Pub became much more live-
ly with people becoming louder and 
more vocal in their cheers as he game 
came down to the final moments. At 
the end, the game ended 28-24 Patri-
ots.

"It was awful," Bobby Pendle-
ton, TV Master Control Operator at 
KUAC said, "The Seahawks were a 
little embarrassing with the fights they 
got into. They shouldn't be represent-
ing my team in that way."

"I wanted the losers to win," 
Charles, who was out of  his seat, en-
thusiastically cheering during the last 
minutes. "They did."

Meanwhile, Dmitri Kondik, in-
tern professor, was too overcome with 
emotions to express his feelings for the 
Seahawk's loss in words. "Hnng! Errg! 
Aagh!" he said.

Eric Bennett
Copy Editor

Eric Bennett / Copy Editor

UAA investigates fraternity for 
sexual harassment

ANCHORAGE -- A fraternity at 
the University of  Alaska Anchorage 
is under investigation for sexual 
harassment.

The university has temporarily 
suspended Tau Kappa Epsilon from 
hosting on-campus recruitment 
activities as it investigates reports the 
allegations, 

On Monday, female students 
reported that fraternity members 
made derogatory comments about 
the women's physical appearances, 
University Director of  Campus 
Diversity and Compliance Marva 
Watson said.

The students were walking past a 
fraternity informational table at the 
university's student union when the 
comments about their size and other 
physical attributes were allegedly 

made. "We will just not tolerate that," 
Watson said.

Tau Kappa Epsilon is one of  two 
active fraternities at UAA.

Tau Kappa Epsilon's president 
declined to comment. TKE Interna-
tional Fraternity Chief  Information 
Officer Alex Baker said the organiza-
tion has started its own investigation 
into the allegations. "We have been 
in contact with the university officials 
and will be partnering with them on 

their investigation," Baker said.
The fraternity is fully cooperating 

with the investigation, Watson said.
Title IX investigators, who enforce 

the law guaranteeing gender equality 
in education, are expected to host an 
educational session with the fraternity 
next week, Watson said. The universi-
ty will then work with the fraternity to 
lift the recruitment restriction.

Associated Press
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POLICE 
BLOTTER

Man on the Street
Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

“How do you think the efficiency of Dine 49 has changed since last semester?”
This week, we asked students:

 Heather Penn
Sun Star

Criminal Trespass

Jan. 21, 10:41 a.m. - A female 
student became belligerent with a 
professor in the Chapman Building 
after she was denied access to a class. 
The student did not meet the pre-
requisite for the class and was denied 
instructor approval. The professor left 
the student in his office to seek help 
whereupon she closed the door and 
shut off the lights. Officers responded 
and told the student they could escort 
her to the Dean of  Students to discuss 
the matter or be arrested. She chose 
to speak with the Dean and together 
they found a substitute class that will 
allow her to graduate on time. At 
the professor’s request she has been 
trespassed from his office and the class 
she was ineligible for.

Theft

Jan. 22 11:37 p.m. - A man went 
into the police station saying his amp 
and speakers were stolen from his car 
earlier that day in the Taku parking 
lot. Police investigated the incident 
noting there were no other break-ins 
to other vehicles at the lot and no 
suspicious vehicles were seen before 
or after the time stated. The man 
called the station the next day saying 
the items may have been stolen the 
day prior on Jan. 21. Upon further 
questioning, the man said he hadn’t 
actually heard his bass kick in for the 
last couple days. He thought perhaps 
he hadn’t heard the bass because 
his own wiring of  the speakers had 
come undone. Officers continued 
the investigation and learned that on 
the night of  Jan. 20 a car had been 
broken into near the victim’s residence 
on Chena Ridge. That night was the 
last time the victim reported hearing 
his bass. It is uncertain whether it's 
related. The investigation is ongoing.

Jan. 22, 2:36 p.m. - Two students 
filed a complaint about a stolen 
camcorder and accessories from 
MBS. The theft occurred on Dec. 17, 
2014. After further questioning it was 
discovered that one student signed 
out the equipment for a friend who 
needed it for his final. That friend then 
passed it on to another friend to return 
it so the second friend could attend 

his final. The third friend took the 
equipment to MBS computer lab and 
forgot it. On Dec. 18, 2014 the three 
men realized the error and went to the 
lab only to discover the equipment was 
missing. They hoped a noble citizen 
would turn in the equipment then left 
for Christmas break. Unfortunately 
a noble citizen never appeared and 
now the student who signed for the 
equipment is left with a $475 bill.

Motor Vehicle Accident

Jan. 22, 4:25 p.m. - A woman 
reported of  a hit-and-run which left 
her car damaged in the Signer’s Hall 
parking lot. A note was left for the 
woman but she was unable to read it. 
The pen used to write the note may 
have been frozen or running out of  
ink. Officers were able to extract 
enough information from the note 
to enter it in the ADHOC System. 
The system generates a list based on 
whatever description is given, in this 
case a Red 4-Runner with a partial 
vehicle identification number. After 
the list was generated a search of  
UAF affiliated vehicles uncovered 
a potential match. The driver was 
notified and put in contact with the 
victim whereupon paperwork was filed 
and proper change of  information 
commenced.

Agency Assist

Jan. 26, 11:39 a.m. - Officers were 
called to assist EMS with a man 
having a seizure in the Wood Center. 
This is standard procedure for officers 
who act as a backup for EMS in case 
the victim becomes violent due to 
the seizure or if  the seizure is drug 
or alcohol related. This was not the 
case in this incident as the seizure was 
due to a medical condition. The man 
was accompanied by a relative and 
transported to Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital for treatment.

Traffic Stop

Jan. 26, 1:09 a.m. - Christopher D. 
Lopez, 25, of  Fairbanks, was pulled 
over on Thompson Drive for speeding 
and an inoperative brake light. Lopez 
was driving with a revoked license and 
violating conditions of  his probation. 
He is on probation for assault and his 
conditions state he is not to consume 
alcohol. Although Lopez was not 
considered DUI, he did admit to 
drinking some alcohol. Two small 
children who were in the car were 
released to relatives. Lopez was taken 
to Fairbanks Correctional Center 
and charged with DWLR (driving 
with license revoked) and violating 
conditions of  probation.

The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

“It takes forever. They don’t even do break-
fast the same.”

- Juan Avilia, freshman petroleum 
engineering student

“Breakfast takes forever. They used to make 
everything and you could take it, now you 

have to wait.” 

- Samuel Kirchenschlager, freshman 
mechanical engineering student

“I think it’s slower. Some of the people are 
really nice though.”

- Ariana Horner, freshman music edu-
cation student

“I think that it’s gotten better in terms of 
checkout time.”

- Emily Hartley, freshman psychology 
student

“I don’t like what they’ve done with the 
salads.”

- Diego Cabo, senior electrical engi-
neering student

“The overall efficiency is definitely worse; 
There’s a feeling of frustration and bit-

terness for the large amount of money that’s 
being paid and the low quality of food and 

service.”

- Frankie Dunbar, geophysics student
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After unscored preliminaries Fri-
day night, the Division II Nanook 
swim team went on to lose 100-126 
against Division I Loyola Marymount 
University Saturday morning.

The Nanooks trailed all morning, 
almost closing the gap on the Lions 
several times, but ultimately failing to 
do so.

Even with the loss, the Nanooks 
had a few successes, most notably 
when senior Margot Adams broke her 
own pool record in the 100 butterfly. A 
relay team made up of  Adams, Dan-
ielle Lyons, Martha Hood and Vic-
toria Adams also broke the record in 
the 200 freestyle, which was previously 
owned by Adams and Lyons.

The meet was the last home meet,   
marking the end of  the regular season. 
The team honored all the seniors that 
were a part of  the team for the last  
four years.

The Nanooks will head off to Con-
ference in two weeks, with NCAA 
championships three weeks after that.

The  No. 2 ranked Nanooks com-
peted against No. 1 ranked West Vir-
ginia this weekend.

Saturday morning's match was 
won by narrow margins, with West 
Virginia coming out on top with a 
score of   4691-4688. The Nanooks 
won the smallbore event, but the 
Mountaineers won by enough during 
the air rifle portion to win the match.

Seniors (from left to right) Kendra Ashwell, Kelly Meierotto, Margot Adams, Danielle Lyons and 
Gabi Summers pose for a picture with Coaches Scott Lemley and Kinsey Laine after being honored 
for their achievements during their four years of swimming.

Freshman Luke Johnson shoots during the Nanook’s match 
against West Virginia on Saturday morning. The Nanooks lost 
Saturday’s match, but won Sundays.

Senior swimmers honored, break pool record
Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

Nanook rifle wins 
Sunday v. West Virginia

Sunday was won by even closer 
margins, with the Nanooks coming 
out on top 4706-4705, meaning the 
match was decided by one shot. Just 
like Saturday, the Nanooks won the 
smallbore portion but lost the air ri-
fle. This time they managed to score 
enough points during the smallbore to 
win the match.

This marks the end of  the Na-
nook's home season. They will trav-
el to Colorado next Thursday, with 
conference next weekend and NCAA 
championships March 13-14 here at 
UAF.

Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor
Video at www.uafsunstar.com

Late October 2014, ASUAF 
approved safety training funding for 
the UAF Parkour Club, after a student 
shattered a bone in his arm two years 
after club formation.

Parkour is the sport of  getting 
from point A to point B in the least 
possible time, according to the club's 
leader Michael Saccone.

Pro materials instructor Tucker 
Smith helps to teach the 10 active 
parkour members. 

"I was originally a parkour 
instructor down in the Wasilla and 
Palmer area, the old president of  
the club called me and asked me if  I 
would like to do materials instruction 
here," Smith said.

Smith also said his favorite thing 
about the club was the students, and 
their creativity.

Many agreed with him.
"It's a great group of  people, 

they're always encouraging. I don't 
think I've seen any negativity yet," said 
club member Jackues Neptune.

"Really, it's the people that keep 
me coming back," student Lydia Weiss 
said.

According to Weiss, the club 
Skyped with a different parkour group 
that's located on the East Coast, and 
found the people were just as laid back 
and friendly.

The club has many plans for the 
future, most notably they want to hold 
a fundraiser for muscular dystrophy, 
where their sponsors will donate 
money every time a club member does 
a special trick.

Club leader Michael Saccone shows off an especially difficult 
jump during the club’s meeting Saturday morning.

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Parkour Club hosts safety instructor after accident

Parkour Club instructer Tucker Smith flips off a pile of mats during the club’s meeting on Saturday.
Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor
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Tuesday 3
7 - 8:30 p.m. - Science for Alaska 
Lecture Series. Polar Adventures: 
The Voyages of the Research 
Vessel Sikuliaq. Lecture will be held 
downtown in the Westmark Hotel. 
(For more  information, please call 
474-7558.)

Over 21:

8 p.m. - Pub Trivia

Wednesday 4
5-8:30 p.m. - Alaska Native 
Corporation Seminar. A panel will 
discuss the history and creation 
of these corporations as well as 
contemporary issues. This seminar 
will be held in Murie Auditorium 
Room #104. (For more information 
please contact Amy Cooper at 
akcooper@alaska.edu)

5:30-6:30 p.m. - URSA Research 
Showcase. Volcanic Gases: Insight. 
A research showcase on the inner 
working of a volcano. In Schaible 
Auditorium.

Over 21:

Chill Night in the Pub. Come relax 
and study with all your friends.

10 p.m. - Open Mic at the Marlin.

Thursday 5
1:10 p.m. - Music at One in the 
Davis Concert Hall. Weekly series of 
recitals by music students.

7 p.m. - Women’s Basketball vs. 
Western Oregon in the Patty Center

Over 21:

8 p.m. - Ukulele Russ and the 
FBX All-Stars in the Pub. Rocking 
remakes of classics. All set by a crazy 
man with a ukulele.

Friday 6
5-7 p.m. - An exhibition of Bill 
Berry’s works will be on display in 
the Library, Main Floor.

7 p.m. - Men’s Hockey vs. Lake 
Superior State in the Carlson Center

7-9 p.m. - New Music Concert with 
UAF Music Faculty and Students in 
the Davis Concert Hall. Admission is 
$5 for students.

Over 21:

9 p.m. - Awaken Antagonist will be 
playing some heavy music in the Pub.

Saturday 7
9-11:30 a.m. - Yoga workshop in the 
Old UPark Gym. $5 or free if you are 
in a UAF yoga class.

3 p. m. - Women’s Basketball vs. 
Saint Martin’s in the Patty Center

7 p.m. - Men’s Hockey vs. Lake 
Superior State in the Carlson Center

7-8:30 p.m. - Colin McAllister, 
guitarist in the Davis Concert Hall. 
Part of the New Music Festival, $5 
for students.

Over 21:

9 p.m. - Granddad, Kellen Baker 
and Alisha Drumm are all playing in 

your local Pub. Bound to be awesome 
and diverse. Everyone knows these 
people are awesome.

Sunday 8
Church!

Monday 9
Over 21:

Board Game Night in the Pub

Tuesday 10
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. - Alaska Native 
and Rural Student Scholarship/
Internship Fair will take place in the 
Wood Center Ballroom. (For more 
information please contact Brianna 
Pauling at bpaulin1@alaska.edu)

7 - 8:30 p.m. - Science for Alaska 
Lecture Series - Flying Robots! How 
Drones are Revolutionizing Science 
in Alaska. Lecture will be held 
downtown in the Westmark Hotel. 
(For more  information, please call 
474-7558.)

Sun Star Picks: UAF and Community Events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam Allen 
at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

As the group president gestured to 
introduce a new member, the member 
bolted out the door and ran down the 
stairs.

“Pony shy,” Pinkie Pie yelled, 
arms out-stretched, pursuing the new 
member.

“That’s Pinkie Pie,” film student 
and Brony President Buck Barbieri 
said. “She’s a hugger.”

Pinkie Pie, known to some as UAF 
student Vilinda Grayson, met with 
more than 20 people upstairs in the 
Brooks building to share her spaghetti 
and her love of  the “My Little Pony 
“television show universe through 

games and hugs.
Created nearly two years ago by 

the, “ruthless tyrant,” Taft Ashcraft, 
Bronies, a combination of  the words 
bro and pony, is one of  the most active 
clubs on campus. It meets almost 
every week, even during the summer, 
with an estimated two dozen active 
members, their Facebook group is 
home to 67 people and several posts 
weekly.

Barbieri leads the meetings 
discussing art, videos, music and 
stories from the “My Little Pony” 
universe. This week, he developed 
a Jeporady-esque game where two 
different groups acted out answers to 
questions about “My Little Pony.”

“This group against the group. 
One of  the few times we’re gonna be 
anti-pony,” Barbieri said.

Club members answered questions 
by interrupting each other in song, 
acting like a reporter being attacked 
by a hoard of  zombies and through a 
typical Batman and Robin adventure. 
Scoring was irrelevant, being 
measured in Brony-drawn depictions 
of  socks, snowmen, lightning and a 
turkey leg on a whiteboard.

Barbieri described the origin of  
the word Brony and the unexpected 
fandom that developed for “My Little 
Pony.”

“Lessons within the show can be 
applied heavily to adult life,” Barbieri 
said. The show was meant for little 
girls, so there’s some stigma attached 
for people who aren’t the target 
audience, Barbieri said.

There was an article posted on 
the online discussion board “4chan” 
about how cartoons were selling out, 
according to club member Liam 
Ryan. The fandom of  My Little Pony 
became apparent as responses to the 
article flooded in. The term Brony 
was first used as a derogatory word to 
describe male My Little Pony fans, but 
fans made it their own.

“Females can be Bronies, or Pega 
Sisters,” Pinkie Pie said hugging 
Fluffle Puff.

Brony culture grew through online 
message boards and websites.

“We have people who make music, 
we have people who write stories, 
we have people who create artwork, 
we have people who make videos,” 
Barbieri said about Brony culture.

Some members of  the club adopt 
names of  ponies in the show like Pinkie 
Pie or Fluffle Puff. Others, like student 
Ryan Anderson, also create OC’s, or 
original characters they illustrate that 
represent something about themselves 
or who they whish they could be.

“Mine is Feather Bow and that’s 
because I love archery,” Anderson said. 
She became a fan of  the show because 
she was draw to the personalities 
of  the ponies, which helped her 
move past some depression after her 
grandmother died.

“They have to be overly happy 
in the show, which kind of  made me 
inherit that feeling, like, oh yeah, it’s 
okay to be happy even though the 
crappiest things happen,” Anderson 

Ryan Osbourne acts as a narrator, describing the origins of 
Hearts and Hooves Day as Liam Ryan, captain of the guard, 
stands proud.

Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

Bronies declare they're 20 percent 
cooler than other clubs

Brony Bill Torgerson,  reads aloud an instructional card to team 
Chocolate Rain during a a Jeporadyesque charade game which 
tests knowledge of all things “My Little Pony.”

Sam Allen / Editor in Chief

Sam Allen / Editor in Chief
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The Sun Star’s mission as a campus voice 
for UAF is to report the news honestly and 
fairly, announce and chronicle events and 
provide a forum for expression of opinion.

MISSION STATEMENT

leTTers to the edITOR
The Sun Star welcomes reader commentary!
Letters to the editor should be no londer than 250 
words in length.  Please include the author’s full name 
and contact information (phone, email, or address).  
Email your letters to editor@uafsunstar.com or mail 
them to the address below.  Letters must be received 
by 5 p.m. Friday in order to be run in the next issue.  All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

The UAF Disability 
Committe is 

hosting a
Campus Forum
on Disabilities

February 3rd, 2015
12:30 - 2:30 PM
Wood Center

Topics of Discussion:
 

-Services available
-Experiences on campus

-Recommendations to the UAF 
Disability Committee

regarding services 

Overheated steam is believed to 
have caused the rupture of  a pipe that 
resulted in the loss of  heat and water 
for some buildings at the University of  
Alaska Fairbanks.

Water damage prompted the 
relocation of  15 Walsh Hall residents 
following the tear Monday.

Officials say the break occurred at 
an expansion joint designed to shrink 
and grow with changing temperatures.

According to officials, heat 
escaping from the rupture caused 
multiple holes in water lines.

UAF spokeswoman Marmian 
Grimes says the line has been patched 
by crews. But she adds that more 
extensive repairs will need to be 
completed later.

Pipes burst in Walsh Hall
Associated Press



“Wonderful class − wonderful 
teacher. Well organized. It was 
online but it rivaled in−person 
classes. It just goes to show that 

online can be just as good as in−
person if it is thought out and 

well planned.”

“This online course has 
worked well for me because 
of my work schedule on the 

North Slope. I can work ahead 
when I’m at home and that’s a huge 
reason for my current success with 

these online classes.”

“I didn’t even know an online 
experience could be that dynamic 

and interactive. The experience 
took learning from home to a 

whole new level!”

Choose the right online class.

KPC is known for offering the 
best online classes in the state 
of Alaska, and our students are 
letting us know!

At Kenai Peninsula College, quality 
is our top priority. Our students’ 
experiences speak for themselves...

K P C

NOT ALL 
ONLINE 
CLASSES ARE 
CREATED
EQUAL!

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer and educational institution

WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU
1 (877) 262-0330

ALASKA STYLE
SPRING BREAK

The Aurora Winter Train is your ticket to an 
unforgettable spring break. Enjoy the views, food 
and drink as you journey to Anchorage – home to 

Fur Rondy, shopping, nightlife and more.

800.544.0552AlaskaRailroad.comBE MOVED.

Expanded Aurora Winter Train Midweek Service 
February 24-March 18  |  Northbound Tuesdays/Southbound Wednesdays

Weekend Service 
Now-May 10  |  Northbound Saturdays/Southbound Sundays

Special Round-Trip Fare:  $230 Fairbanks – Anchorage  (Details online)

PA S S E N G E R   |   F R E I G H T   |   R E A L  E S TAT E

APPLY FOR UAF SCHOLARSHIPS!
2015-2016 academic year

Application deadline: Feb. 15

Last year, UAF awarded over $1 MILLION to UAF students 
from more than 350 privately funded scholarships!

Don’t be left out!

Apply for scholarships at UAOnline!
http://uaonline.alaska.edu

 

Questions? 
Contact the scholarship coordinator at 474-6228 or 

email at  UAF-Scholarships@alaska.edu.
UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

Go to the Student Services section and 
click on "Scholarships," then follow the 
step-by-step instructions to apply 
for most scholarships available at UAF.

WANT TO BE A REPORTER?
The Sun Star is looking for         

reporters! If you are
interested in writing for us 

and becoming a 
journalist Please contact us 

at 907-474-5078


