Volume XXXIV, Issue #19

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Board of Regents approves tuition increase

Winter Carnival

takes UAF by storm
A high school student
performs a tail grab
for warmup before the
terrain park competition
on Saturday afternoon. Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor
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Over-21s gather
up down by The
Pub to see The
Front Bottoms
Chris Hoch
Sun Star
The Front Bottoms, an indie-rock
band from New Jersey, played at The
Pub on Feb. 21, to the enjoyment
of UAF students and community
members alike, as part of Winter
Carnival weekend.
"There's a lot of luck involved in
getting a band up here," Eli BarryGarland, Concert Board member,
said. The Concert Board tries to find
a band to agree on, that they can
afford, that's available to play and that
the university can insure. The Front
Bottoms have good stage presence,
are a fun band and have a pretty
big following in Alaska, according
to Barry-Garland, which is why the
Concert Board selected them. The
Concert Board sold 275 tickets before
the show started at 8 p.m.
Danger Lot, who opened for
The Front Bottoms, is composed of
Nick Merlot (vocals and guitar), Jake
Chavez (bass) and Chad File (drums).
"It was sweet," Steven Cassell,
UAF engineering student and one of
the several attendees who were crowdsurfing, said. "They're like the new
Blink-182".
"I thought that they were the
greatest thing ever," Matt Harris,
ASUAF senator, said.

A competitor attempts
to keep his balance while
grinding over a rail. The vast
majority of the participants
of Saturday’s rail contest
were friends with each other,
and were there more for the
fun of the event, and less for
the final score. - Zayn Roohi /
Photo Editor

- Continued, Pg. 2

Terrain shreddin’
Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

Top right: A UAF student nears the top of the climbing wall during the
climbing competition held on Saturday afternoon as a part of Winter
Carnival. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor
Bottom right: A snowboarder grinds along a rail during the 13-17 age
portion of the Terrain Park rail competition on Saturday afternoon. The
all-ages competition was one of the many events hosted by UAF for the
Winter Carnival that took place this weekend. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Students gathered on the hill behind the SRC early Saturday morning for
a sledding competition where students built and raced their own sleds. Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Tweet us! @ uafsunstar

Like us on Facebook!

With nonstop cheers from the
sidelines, it was clear that Saturday’s
rail competition at the Hulbert Terrain
Park didn’t fail to impress.
Skiers and snowboarders of all ages
were allowed into the free competition,
which more than 50 people showed up
for. In addition, prizes such as goggles
and a new snowboard were provided
by REI for the top placers.
Competitors were allowed three
runs, of which only the two best were
scored on a scale of zero to 10.
“They’re going to be judged on
difficulty, of course, and tricks. You
can do the same tricks over and over
again, your best score is out of two
runs,” Cassie Glassow, terrain park
employee, said.
- The full story and video can be found
online at www.uafsunstar.com

Follow us on Instagram!
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POLICE
BLOTTER
The Sun Star’s mission as a
campus voice for UAF is to
report the news honestly
and
fairly,
announce
and
chronicle
events
and provide a forum for
expression
of
opinion.

Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Sam Allen
(907) 474-7540
editor@uafsunstar.com
Copy Editor
Eric Bennett
edits@uafsunstar.com
Advertising Manager
Pomi Chafin
(907) 474-6039
ads@uafsunstar.com
Web Editor
Dianna Rupp
web@uafsunstar.com
Layout Editor
Danny Fisher
layout@uafsunstar.com
Photo Editor
Zayn Roohi
photo@uafsunstar.com
Journalists
Victoria Elleby
Addis Gonzalez
Chris Hoch
Anessia Hubler
Heather Penn
David Spindler
Chase VanFlein-Hage
Aaron Walling
Photographers
Max McKernan
John Moore
Columnists
Emily Russell
Advisor
Lynne Snifka
lmsnifka@alaska.edu

Main Office:
(907) 474-7540
www.uafsunstar.com
305 Constitution Hall
Tok Lane, UAF
Fairbanks AK
99775

Letters to the Editor
The Sun Star welcomes
reader commentary! Letters
to the editor should be no
longer than 250 words.
Please include the author’s
full name and contact
information (phone, e-mail
or address). E-mail your
letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the
address above.
Letters
must be received by 5 p.m.
Friday in order to be run in
the next issue. All letters
are subject to editing for
brevity
and
grammar.

Heather Penn
Sun Star
The public safety report is compiled
from police blotter information and
interviews with UAF police officers.
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report
are innocent until proven guilty in a
court of law.
Welfare check
Feb. 13, 9:55 a.m. - An RA heard
strange sounds emitting from a dorm
room. She thought it might be
sounds of distress and called officers
to perform a welfare check. When
officers arrived they attempted to
gain access by knocking and calling
out. When no response was had they
keyed in and found the occupant
unconscious and in the midst of a
medical emergency. The student was
stabilized and transported to Fairbanks
Memorial Hospital. Paramedics and
police said had the RA not been doing
her job, “[the student] would have
definitely died.”
Feb. 14, 4:21 p.m. - A male student
was seen throwing away two usable
computers at his residence in the
Sustainable Village. Officers were
alerted by those concerned for the
student’s state of mind. Officers
attempted to locate the man several
times throughout the day at his
residence, left messages on his phone
and made contact with his relatives.
An officer on shift after midnight
received a call that the student may
be back home. Officers went to the
residence and watched the individual
jump off the second story balcony
and take off running. They located
the student near the Geist Road post
office. He declined to speak to the
officer and seemingly able-bodied,
was released.
Criminal trespass
Feb. 10, 2:18 p.m. - Officers on foot
patrol at the Community Technical
College parking garage downtown
observed a man sitting on the floor of
the garage. The man was escorted off

Front Bottoms

(Continued from Pg. 1)

"I loved every second of it."
Harris has a tattoo on his right thigh,
a reference to a lyric of The Front
Bottoms, which he showed to lead
singer Brian Sella on stage.
This is the first time The Front
Bottoms have come to Alaska.
The Front Bottoms are a young
band, composed of 20-somethings,
Brian Sella (vocals/guitar), Matt
Uychich (drums), Tom Warren
(bass) and Ciaran O’Donnell (keys/
trumpet/guitar).
"It's beautiful," Uychich said.
"One of the nicest states I've been
to." Getting to play in Alaska was
unexpected for the band.
"I never thought in my entire life I
would go to [Alaska]," Sella said. The
Front Bottoms have gone dog sledding,
ice climbing and saw the aurora Friday
night. Sella told the story, during their
set, of how they booked a tour to see
the northern lights and were picked
up by an old man and watched the
northern lights in his backyard, then
watched him do an enthusiastic dance
before they were allowed to leave.
After recording a lot of music and
in need of a band name, the name
"The Front Bottoms" was thought up
impromptu and stuck, coming from
a line from the crime movie "Sexy
Beast."
"We could stay at this level forever,
it'd be fine," Warren said. "Hopefully it
gets better." The band spends a lot of
its time going on tour and recording.

of the property and a bottle of mouth
wash was confiscated. The transient
population seeking refuge in this
area has been a constant concern for
officers.
Motor vehicle accident
Feb. 12, 8:03 a.m. - A car failed
to yield at the Thompson Drive
roundabout and crashed into a UAF
shuttle bus. The driver of the car was
unable to get out of the sedan, due
to the damage sustained in the crash.
The fire department arrived to extract
the driver. The driver complained
of chest pain and dizziness and was
taken to FMH for treatment.
Theft
Feb. 12, 11:49 a.m. - Someone stole
a computer in the Brooks Building by
tearing out the security cable. The
theft occurred sometime after the
close of business and was not reported
until the next day. The investigation is
ongoing.
Vandalism
Feb. 12, 12:57 p.m. - Officers
said in a likely related incident, an
hour after the theft in the Brooks
Building, someone tried to steal
another computer in the Rasmuson
Library computer lab. Someone tried
to disable the security device but was
unable to do so. Library staff found the
computer damaged, but still attached
to the cable. The investigation is
ongoing.
Agency assist
Feb. 12, 6:00 p.m. - Officers assisted
both UAA and Pacific State University,
in Washington State, in a stalking case.
A woman who has been stalking PSU
basketball players and coaches was
said to be on the UAF campus. The
woman attended all PSU games and
followed the team all over the country.
She behaved inappropriately and
interfered with players and coaches
during games. The woman booked
her stays in the same hotel and then
attempted to walk into the players’

"It's a lifestyle, it's all we've done
for the last three years," Uychich said.
"We meet cool people who we would
never have met otherwise," Warren
said.
The band isn't especially wealthy,
but they are supporting themselves
with their music. "We ain't ballin',"
Uychich said, "Tom barely has a car."
"I live at home," Warren said.
To prep for their set, the band
usually has a few drinks beforehand,
and often times drink while performing.
"One tour was Jäger," said
Uychich, who has only performed
once sober. A little bit of drinking
can make performing more fun, says
Uychich. Usually, the band gets cheap
beer from the places they perform, but
at The Pub they got some of the nicer
samples.
"I like cheap beer," Warren said.
"The staff here at the school have
been ... really helpful," Uychich said.
"They're really cool guys," Donald
Crocker, pub manager, said.
For fun, O'Donnell likes to solve
Rubik's Cube puzzles, which he
accomplishes in about two minutes.
He's also been working on doing
handstands, although it's a little more
frustrating than fun, he said. Uychich
watches "The Sopranos," which takes
place near where the band lives in
New Jersey. He also likes mopeds.
Everyone works together to make
a song. "We don't pull our hair out
making songs," Uychich said.
"I don't know if it ever really
sounds the way that I intend for it to,"
Sella, who writes all of the lyrics for
their songs, said. Part of the artistic

rooms. She blogged about the team
and recently stated that she had a
dream where she shot the coach and
players in the head. Due to the concern
for the PSU players’ and coach’s
safety, UAF officers did a sweep of the
Patty Center prior to Friday’s game.
The woman was located and escorted
off campus. She is no longer allowed
on UAF or UAA campuses. The PSU
team then headed to play another
game in Anchorage and the woman
was a no-show.
Feb. 14, 9:44 a.m. - A REDDI
report (Report Every Dangerous
Driver Incident) was called in for a
woman crossing the double yellow
lines on University Ave. and Geist
Road. Officers pulled the woman over
and found her to not be under the
influence. She said she was attempting
to pass the vehicle in front of her that
was going five mph below the speed
limit. The caller did not want to press
charges so the woman was given a
warning by officers and released.
Feb. 15, 2:07 p.m. - The Alaska
State Troopers asked the UAF PD to
assist with a three-car accident on the
Johansen Expressway. UAF officers
aided in the investigation and traffic
control.
Suspicious circumstances
Feb. 14, 10:13 a.m. - Threats
against a UAF employee lead officers
to remove the alleged assailant from
UAF campus for an extended period
of time. The victim became frightened
and went to police. Multiple people
backed up the employee’s claims
while the man denied any and all
involvement in the incident.
Feb. 16, 10:22 p.m. - An RA
at Moore Hall called police and
confiscated a keycard from a man
who was attempting to swipe the card
in different areas on campus. The
card did not belong to the man or his
friend who was waiting outside. Both
of the men were homeless and were
looking for somewhere to sleep. They
had found the Polar Express card
and hoped it might help. Both were
removed from campus.
expression, according to Sella, is
having people listen to the music they
create and interpreting it in a way that
he didn't intend for.
Sella and Uychich, founding
members of the band, have known
each other since second grade. "[This
band] is kind of all I have," Uychich
said. "We all get along," Warren said.
"We've never really hit a wall,"
Uychich said. If it wasn't smooth
sailing, it would be self-destructive,
adds Sella.
Setting up for the performance
started at noon on Saturday, eight
hours before the doors opened. In
order to satisfy the fire marshal and
raise the capacity of The Pub from
250 to 300 for the performance, tables
had to be moved out of The Pub.

Chris Hoch / Sun Star

Students screamed the night away
at The Pub while listening to The
Front Bottoms, a band brought up
from New Jersey.
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage. If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Tuesday 24

Montana State Billings in the Patty
Center.

7 p.m. - Changing Relationships
Among Alaska Hunters, Wildlife,
and Habitat Lecture presented by
Todd Brinkman for the Science for
Alaska Lecture Series being held in
the Westmark Hotel.

7 p.m. - “Dear White People”
playing in the Wood Center Ballroom
for free.

Wednesday 25
7 p.m. - “Oppa Mic Night Style”
Open Mic in the Arctic Java.

7:30 p.m. - Men’s Basketball vs
Saint Martin’s University in the
Patty Center.
7 - 8 p.m. - Trevor Adams and
Friends will be performing a recital
of Trevor’s compositions in the Davis
Concert Hall.

-Over 21-

-Over 21-

Hump Day Specials in the Pub.

8 p.m. - Laila O’Sullivan & Teal
Booth in the Pub.

Thursday 26
1:10 p.m. - Music at One Ten in the
Davis Concert Hall. Free Student
recitals.
5:15 p.m. - Women’s Basketball vs

Friday 27
6 p.m. - The Black Power Mixtape
1967-1975 will be shown at the Arctic
Java for free. A discussion will follow.

-Over 219 p.m. - Awaken Antagonist with
Mutual Manslaughter in the Pub.

Saturday 28
4-5 p.m. - Ingrid Dye, Junior Recital
- Flute in the Davis Concert Hall.
Free and open to all.
5:15 p.m. - Women’s Basketball vs
Seattle Pacific in the Patty Center.
7:30 p.m. - Men’s Basketball vs
Western Oregon in the Patty Center.
7 - 9:30 p.m. - Uksuum Cauyai:
The Drums of Winter. A showing
of the award-winning UAF film will
be shown in the Davis Concert Hall.
Free and open to all.

-Over 216 - 8 p.m. - Alumni Wine Tasting in
the Pub. $30.

Sunday 1
7 - 8 p.m. - Kristen Hutchinson will
be performing her graduate recital as
a soprano in the Davis Concert Hall.

Monday 2
First day of the rest of your life.

Tuesday 3
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. - The 11th
Annual Sustainable Agriculture
Conference will take place in the
Westmark Hotel. For more info
visit www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/sare/
conference/ or call 474-2422

-Over 218:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia

Board of Regents raises
tution 5 percent
Victoria Elleby
Sun Star
The UA Board of Regents met in
Anchorage on Feb. 19-20 to vote in a
five percent tuition increase in light of
recent state funding shortages. Along
with the act of voting, the board
discussed a comprehensive budget
that includes prioritizing programs
and allocating funds between the UA
campuses. The board vote resulted in
an 8-2 majority in favor of raising the
tuition next school year at UAF.
The tuition increase adds up to
$11 a credit hour for undergraduates
and $22 an hour for graduate
students, according to the Board of
Regents. The increase of five percent
will produce up to five million dollars
for the UA system. The UAF Office of
Management and Budget reported the
state of Alaska general fund makes up
40 percent of the total UAF budget,
and the legislature is looking to cut five
to eight percent or $14 to $17 million
assuming there are no additional
reductions.

To begin the two-day meeting,
the board accepted testimony from
students, teachers and the general
public advocating for programs and
presenting concerns to the board.
Representing UAF students was
regent Courtney Enright. As the
student regent, Enright participated in
discussion and weighed in on potential
student needs associated with the raise
in tuition.
As one of the board members, she
contributed a vote to raise tuition. Prior
to the meeting, Enright collaborated
with 11 of the 15 UA campuses to
gain student feedback and encouraged
students to send e-mails to the board
voicing their opinions.
“The raise is a financial necessity
for the university. We want to mitigate
and reduce the number of program
cuts happening on UA campuses,”
Enright said.
The budget cuts are inevitable,
but five million dollars to mitigate the
12 million projected in cuts is ideal,
according to Enright.

Let Rasmuson Library
Empower Your Research
Attend FREE upcoming workshops!
For more information visit
http://bit.ly/libwkshps

Web of Science:
Basic Search and Navigation
Endnote X7 Fast Start

Web of Science:
Using Advance Search
Literature Review Workshop

Launch Your Career
With the Peace Corps
Panel Discussion
University of Alaska - Fairbanks
Thursday, February 26
5 to 6:30 p.m.
Wood Center, Room E/F

A distinguished panel of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers
will discuss how you can make a difference overseas
and return home with the experience and global perspective
to stand out in a competitive job market.

Life is calling. How far will you go?

855.855.1961 | www.peacecorps.gov

3/5/15
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
ONLINE

3/10/15
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
ONLINE
3/12/15
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
ONLINE
3/24/15
12:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Rasmuson Library
Room 301

EndNote Advance

3/26/15
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
ONLINE

Endnote Basic

4/2/15
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
ONLINE

Contact:
library.uaf.edu
907.474.7481
@uaflibrary
AskRasmusonLibrary@uaf.libanswers.com

Are YOU the next Editor-in-Chief of the Sun Star?
The online application for the Editor-in-Chief position
for the 2015-2016 school year is now available. Go to
www.uakjobs.com, post #0070252 to apply.
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125+ summer COURSES
elearning.uaf.edu

There once was a girl named Fern
who’s graduation date was a concern
“I need more credits
so that I may exit
I’m going to contact eLearn!”

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

