
The Sun Star Vol 34 No. 20 (March 3rd, 2015)

Publisher The Sun Star

Download date 23/05/2023 21:23:41

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/11122/7039

http://hdl.handle.net/11122/7039


Volume XXXIV, Issue #20 Tuesday, march 3, 2015

Like us on Facebook!Tweet us! @ uafsunstar Follow us on Instagram!

Live action role players wage war Pg. 4

Marijuana and 
smoking banned 
on campus

On Feb. 24, Alaska became 
the third state to legalize the use of  
marijuana. Now Alaskans over 21 can 
grow up to six of  their own plants, 
carry up to an ounce (28 grams) of  
harvested marijuana and smoke in 
private without breaking the law.

"The law proposed by the 
initiative would go into effect 90 days 
after certification of  election results. 
The law would eliminate certain 
state criminal penalties related to 
marijuana and regulate the possession, 
distribution, use and growing of  
marijuana by those 21 and over in 
Alaska," UAF Marmian Grimes, 
senior public information officer, said.

Although legalization is accepted 
statewide, it is not recognized on cam-
pus.

As a recipient of  federal funds, 
UAF must comply with the Safe and 
Drug-Free Schools, Communities Act 
and the Drug-Free Workplace Act. 

Tuesday.............Moderate/3
Wednesday.................Low/2
Thursday...................Low/2
Friday................Moderate/3
Saturday............Moderate/3
Sunday.......................Low/2
Monday.....................Low/2

Visit www.gi.alaska.edu/aurora-
forecast for more information 

about aurora viewing.

UAF officers had their hands and 
cars full during Monday’s ice storm.

Numerous calls came into the sta-
tion of  stranded cars and people.  The 
ice had been wreaking havoc all over 
campus and surrounding areas.

Officers gave aid to those who 
called in as timely a matter as the 
weather would allow.

Several people called the station 
asking for help in walking to their des-
tinations on campus.  Officers picked 
up and ferried stranded people around 
campus and outlying areas like Farm-
ers Loop.  On a return trip from help-
ing a car that slid off the road, officers 
were flagged down by students trying 
to walk the treacherous bike path back 
to campus.  

Some coaching changes influenced by NCAA 
violations: Athletes react

Police battle 
ice storms
Heather Penn
Sun Star

UAF women’s basketball guaranteed .500 record

The winds of  change are sweeping 
UAF athletics where two huge 
announcements were made last week. 
There was the firing of  volleyball 
coach Mallory Larranaga after two 
seasons, and the second straight 
suspension for ski and cross country 
coach Scott Jerome.

Jerome’s contract expires June 30. 
His case decisions were based on the 
NCAA investigation that occurred last 
year regarding the violation of  the  
NCAA rules. Larranaga's came from 
the self-reporting of  the violation of  
rules on Jan. 13.

Contributing to the exit for Scott 
Jerome was the skiers themselves who 
wanted change.

“We athletes were involved, you 
know in the whole process of  Scott 
leaving, we were the initial people to 
say we needed change,” Jonas Lӧffler, 
senior skier for the men’s team, said. It 
comes as a surprise for others, but not 
for the skiers who wanted the change.

When asked about being led 
under the direction of  interim coach 
Christina Turman, Lӧffler said it’s 
going fine. 

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Former UAF ski and cross-country and running head coach Scott Jerome waxes 
a pair of skate skis before one of the Nanook’s practices in late December.

UAF Senior Anthony Reese glides to the rim during the Nanooks game against 
Saint Martin’s, which they went on to win 82-78, Thursday.

Nanooks fall short of  playoffs on 
Senior Night

The women’s basketball team  lost 
to the second best team in the GNAC, 
the Seattle Pacific Falcons, 66-79, on 
Senior Night as they said goodbye to 
Benissa Bulaya and Kelly Logue. The 
Falcons dominated late into the game 
from beyond the arc with clutch threes 
from Suzanna Ohlsen and Aubree 
Callen to halt the momentum the 
Nanooks were gaining.

Kailee Skjold continued her strong 
performance from the night before 
against Montana State by scoring 18 
points and grabbing five rebounds.

“I think we had a good game 
plan coming in, especially after the 
Montana State Billings win,” Skjold 
said after the game. “[I’m] just trying 
to play with my instincts instead of  
being monotonous over my shots,”

Despite the disappointment of  
losing, the Nanooks did finish with a 
.500 record (14-14) and have a bright 
future in returning players like Skjold, 
Jordan Wilson, Victoria Milton and 
many others.

Men’s basketball season closes 
on Senior Night

No one likes to say goodbye, but 
that’s what the Nanooks had to do 
with seniors Eric Fongue, Anthony 
Reese and Rashaad Allen with a loss 
against the top GNAC team. 

Aaron Walling
Sun Star

Co-ed housing slated for fall 2015
Anessia Hubler
Sun Star

Addis Gonzalez
Sun Star

UAF plans to select a floor of  
Bartlett hall where males and females 
may share rooms in 2015. The 

bathrooms on this floor will be gender 
neutral, meaning males and females 
will both be able to use them.  UAF 
will be the first college in Alaska to do 
this and could be setting a trend for 
other University of  Alaska campuses.

“Not all students feel comfortable 

using single-gender bathrooms or 
living in a male or female labeled 
room. Gender inclusive housing would 
allow students to select who they want 
to live with regardless of  gender," 
Megan Connaghan, Skarland Hall 
resident director, said.

This living area is for people of  the 
opposite sex who want to live together 
like: boyfriends with girlfriends, 
brothers with sisters and close friends 
that would feel more comfortable 
living together than with someone else.

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Max Mackernan / Sun Star

- Continued, Pg. 3

- Continued, Pg. 3

- Continued, Pg.4

- Continued, Pg.4 - Continued, Pg.3



2

www.uafsunstar.com

the Sun Star - March 3, 2015 NEWS

The Sun Star’s mission as a 
campus voice for UAF is to 
report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce 
and chronicle events 
and provide a forum for 
expression of opinion.

The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary! Letters 
to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words.  
Please include the author’s 
full name and contact 
information (phone, e-mail 
or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the 
address above.  Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in 
the next issue.  All letters 
are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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Letters to the Editor

Staff

POLICE 
BLOTTER

ASUAF
Associated Students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Driving infractions

Feb. 16, 10:15 a.m. - Kerstin L. 
Phoenix, 46, of  North Pole, was 
pulled over for speeding on Yukon 
Drive.  Police discovered she had no 
drivers license.  It was cancelled in 
1998 by the state of  Connecticut.  She 
was issued a summons and had to find 
a ride home.

Feb. 19, 5:29 a.m. - Arthur N. Busch, 
29, of  Fairbanks, was arrested and 
transported to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center for driving with a revoked 
license. Busch was pulled for over 
for expired registration.  He was 
previously advised by officers of  his 
license status.

Fraud

Feb. 16, 1:12 p.m. - A woman placed 
an ad online advertising her babysitting 
services.  She was contacted by “care.
com,” informing her there was a 
family relocating from Belgium who 
would be in need of  her services.  The 
company sent the woman a $2,850 
check and told her to cash it but keep 
$350 for herself.  She was then to take 
the remaining balance and wire it to 
an address in Chicago, which she did.  
After some time, the woman became 
suspicious of  the manner in which 
the exchange had happened and 
recontacted the supposed company in 
an attempt to return the $350 she was 
allotted.  They then had her wire the 
remaining money to Nigeria, which 
she did.  After waiting for a time, the 
woman decided to contact her bank 
whereupon the bank told her it was a 
scam and the check was forged.  She 
is now liable for the full $2,850.  The 
case was turned over to the FBI.

Theft

Feb. 17, 7:52 a.m. - A red work 

truck was stolen from the fenced 
area outside the engineering building 
sometime between 11 - 11:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 13.  The truck is a 2001 red 
GMC, standard cab, black oversized 
flat bed, with dual rear wheels.  The 
license plate is EDL 954.  Officers ask 
if  anyone knows anything about the 
whereabouts of  the truck or sees it to 
let them know.

Feb. 17, 12:47 p.m. - After a Friday 
the 13th party in Cutler apartments, a 
man noticed his computer was missing 
from his backpack.  His roommate had 
thrown the party and there were many 
people in attendance.  The computer 
has yet to be recovered.

Feb. 19, 1:28 a.m. - An alarm was 
accidentally set off at West Valley High 
by a person authorized to be in the 
building.  The Alaska State Troopers 
had a backlog of  calls and asked UAF 
officers to investigate. There were no 
problems found.

Feb. 21, 11:36 a.m. - An unlocked 
gray and blue Kona bike was stolen 
from outside The Pub between 7:30 
p.m. and midnight on Friday night.  
The bike is still missing.

Welfare check

Feb. 20, 4:50 p.m. - EMS requested 
an officer’s assistance with a woman 
who was intoxicated and threatening 
suicide in the UAF Health and 
Counseling center.  The woman 
was transported and committed to 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital for an 
evaluation.

Security check

Feb. 19, 2:17 a.m. - The issue of  
vagrants in the Community and 
Technical College garage area 
downtown continued when three 
more people were removed from the 
property.  Officers identified faults 
with the lock mechanisms. A work 
order was submitted and the repairs 
are being made.  It is all but impossible 
to keep the area free of  vagrants due 
to the building’s open parking areas.  
The only lockable areas are in the 
stairwells where people frequently 
seek shelter.

Criminal trespass

Feb. 19, 4:07 p.m. - Police were 
advised that a drunk man was in 
the Wood Center on the first floor 
near the TV next to the multi-level 
lounge.  The report also stated the 
man had bloody knuckles.  When 
officers arrived they encountered five 
individuals, including the one causing 
the initial complaint passed out on a 
couch.  One of  the other men had the 
bloody knuckles although it is unclear 
what caused them.  The three men 
were escorted to the MAC bus and 
removed from UAF campus for six 
months.  The man passed out was 
Lee M. Hadley, 27, of  North Pole.  
Officers realized Hadley was caught 
that morning in the arctic entryway 
of  the old U-Park school building.  
He had a prior trespassing complaint 
against him from Oct. 2014 and was 
re-advised that he was not allowed on 
UAF campus.  Hadley was arrested 
and charged with criminal trespass in 
the second degree.

Agency assist

Feb. 21, 11:22 p.m. - Officers were 
called to assist AST when a bartender 
at the Marlin was punched in the face 
by a woman who said she wanted to 
shoot someone.  The Marlin declined 
to press charges if  the woman left. The 
woman was removed and informed 
she would not be allowed back for six 
months.  She was then released to her 
mother.

Minor consuming

Feb. 22, 2:55 a.m. - An RA in 
Stevens Hall asked officers to check on 
an intoxicated man.  Craig B. Briske, 
19, of  Anchorage, had been signed 
in at one dorm but was unescorted in 
another.  Briske was not causing any 
trouble but was clearly inebriated.  A 
responsible party agreed to care for 
him and he was sent on his way.

Motor vehicle accident

Feb. 22, 4:33 p.m. - A UAF gravel 
truck put a foot and a half  gouge in 
the hood of  a parked car while laying 
gravel down after the rain.  The owner 
was contacted and proper information 
exchange occurred.

Heather Penn
Sun Star

The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

Senators present: Lachlan Gillispie, 
Michael Mancill, Colby Freel, Erik 
Rickards, Matt Harris, Mitchell 
Davidson, Eli Barry-Garland, Chris 
Hoch and Mickey Zakurdaew.

Senators absent: Cordero Reid, 
Allyssia Garcia, Jonathan Quiñones, 
and Kayleen Hansen.

Guests: Two representatives from 
the Cyber Defense Club were present 
at the meeting to show support for 
a bill currently in committee that 
would allocate the club up to $1,000 
from the senate rollover fund for use 
in purchasing and installing new 
equipment.

Nominations to the Election 
Board: Three new nominees were 
named for consideration for seats on 
ASUAF’s Election Board. Senator 
Hoch chose to nominate James Taylor, 
a student who has shown interest in 
ASUAF during past meetings, while 
Senators Gillispie and Harris chose 
to nominate themselves. Nominations 
were then closed and all were sent to 
the internal affairs committee.

Appointments: Michael Magnan 
was appointed to the senate with a 
unanimous vote.

Vertical farms in the Lola Tilly: 
After being discharged from the 
Student Affairs Committee with 
a vote of  7-0-1, a bill requesting 
funding for a scoping study of  the 
Lola Tilly complex in relation to the 
possibility of  turning the complex into 
a vertical farm was sent to the senate 

Dianna Rupp
Web Editor

floor. Committee members Senator 
Zakurdaew and Barry-Garland 
expressed concern over the bill, and 
explained after much discussion they 
remained unconvinced as to whether 
or not the bill was even feasible. 
Senator Zakurdaew cited that the 
first vertical farm did not exist until 
very recently. They were also unsure 
of  whether or not ASUAF had any 
business supporting such a large 
expenditure when it remained unclear 
whether or not the bill truly was in the 
best interest of  students. In response, 
Senators Freel and Gillispie pointed 
out Chancellor Rogers has previously 
stated the Lola Tilly is slated for 
eventual demolition, and prior to that 
the space has already been OKed by 
the university for use as office space. 
After much discussion, the bill failed 
with a vote of  0-8-1 with only Senator 
Hoch, a sponsor of  the bill, abstaining.

Sun Star staff meetings take place every Sunday at 1:00 p.m.  They are open to all 
students!  If you’re interested in covering a beat, writing an article or column, or 
taking photographs for the paper, drop by and try out an assignment!  For more 

information, email Sam Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com
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State of Alaska Tobacco
Prevention and Control Program

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Tobacco-free campus 

policies make an 
enormous impact on the 

life-long health of 
students, faculty, and 

staff who live, learn, and 
work on campus. 

THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ALASKA 

TOBACCO FREE 
IS THE

KICKS BUTTS

RIGHT CHOICE.

The UAF athletics department 
requested that the athletes not discuss 
Jerome in detail.  

It came as a surprise to the UAF 
volleyball team saw their coach, 
Mallory Larranaga fired after just two 
seasons at the helm. There are many 
rumors swirling on why Larranaga 
was fired on Feb. 12, from the less than 
stellar record of  7-48, to the NCAA 
violations that happened with a recruit 
this past summer, which included the 
filming of  visits and practices.

“I’m a young coach and there 
were a couple of  hints that there was 
a violation,” Larranaga said in an in-
terview with the News-Miner. “And 
it was brought to my attention, and I 
took care of  it with poise and honesty.”

Some players are distraught fol-
lowing the decision, some of  them 
worried about the spring season and 
camps coming up. One volleyball 
player, Jordan Ferland, said that they 
might not have a coach until July.

The Nanook ski team puts on their skis and poles before a practice in late December.
Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Athletes comment on UAF coaching changes

“It’s a way to give students a way 
to be open and live with whoever they 
want,” Dmitri Fish, a freshman health 
and social care management student, 
said.

According to Residence Life this 
may be more helpful to students than 
some may realize because UAF has a 
growing number of  students who are 
transgender. This living area will give 
these students a safe and comfortable 
place to live.

“I have transgender friends that 
are scared to use gender-specific 
bathrooms, so they have to watch what 
they eat and drink,” freshman business 
student Alicia Mackle said.

According to Gay-Straight 
Alliance president Michael Kelly, the 
transgender students are afraid to use 
gender-specific bathrooms because 
they are unsure which bathrooms to 
use and worry that they may be judged 
or made fun of  by other students.

"For example a transgender 
student might look like a girl but uses 
an all-males bathroom, and to most 
people this looks wrong," Kelly said.

According to Kelly, this floor will 
allow the student to get rid of  these 
worries and live life with more ease 
because transgender people are usually 
embarrassed to go into gender specific 
bathrooms and sometimes even get 
teased about using some bathrooms.

“It seems like it’s going to be 

a safe place for people who feel 
uncomfortable. Personally, if  my best 
friend was a guy I’d live with him,” 
freshman Ashland Williams said.

If  this floor is successful then UAF 
will begin to make other floors like it, 
according to Residence Life. Some 
students are worried about problems 
coming from this new living situation.

“What if  people try sharing a 
shower, invading other peoples' space 
- or if  a boyfriend and girlfriend break 
up. Won’t that cause problems?” 
Walter Baxter, freshman computer 
science student who lives in Moore 
hall, said.

Some other students are not 
worried because these situations will 
be handled like they would under 
any other circumstances. According 
to Residence Life, there are also rules 
against a lot of  these things, such as 
sharing showers. Also, Residence 

Life workers are trained to diffuse 
situations if  something comes up and 
if  a student wants to change rooms 
it would be treated the same way it is 
now, where students would fill out a 
room change request form.

“I believe a floor opened for a 
community of  unique sexuality and 
couples sound fantastic,” Christina 
Edwia, a freshman mathematics 
student, said.

According to Resedence Life, due 
to strong student incentive, this floor 
will be in Bartlett Hall.

"In the end this will help transgen-
der people to be able to be themselves 
and have a lot of  stress taken from 
them so that they can focus on their 
schooling," Kelly said.

“Gender inclusive housing would allow 
students to select who they want to 

live with regardless of gender," 

- Megan Connaghan, Skarland Hall resident director

Co-ed campus 
housing

(Continued from Pg. 1)

(continued from pg. 1)

UAF player Kaillee Skjold dodges a player from Montana State during their 
game Thursday night. With this win, the Nanooks were one game away from 
qualifying to conference.

Max Mckernan / Sun Star

The Nanooks took a loss against 
the Western Oregon Wolves, 60-75, 
finishing 7-19 overall.

Andy Avgi for the Wolves had 
17 points and seven rebounds. 
His punctuating dunk late in the 
second half  was absolutely amazing 
considering he is 6’6’’ and 260 lbs.

The Nanooks tried to get into the 
game behind Ashton Edwards who 
had 27 points while going 5-8 from 
behind the arc.

“We’ve always felt that we are a 
solid team, despite our record. We 
know that we can hang with anybody, 
so long as we trust in each other and the 
coach’s system. We had that mentality 
today, and it showed,” Edwards said 
after the game.

Basketball
(Continued from Pg. 1)

The Nanook’s Kaillee Skjold shoots 
over the head of a player from 
Montana State.

Max Mckernan / Sun Star
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Man on the Street
Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

"Can you name Alaska’s two state senators?"

This week, we asked students:

“No. I just know Mark Begich and 
Sullivan because of  the YouTube.”

 - Nicolas Fernandez, senior 
mechanical engineering student

“Sullivan and Murkowski.” 

- Elizabeth Hanson, freshman 
photojournalism student

“I should know this... Dan Sullivan and 
Lisa Murkowski.” 

- Jessica Herzog, freshman 
natural resource management 

student

Officers picked them up and 
ensured they arrived safely back to 
MacLean House.

While handling calls from 
around campus, officers also 
provided assistance to the Alaska 
State Troopers who had all their 
SUV’s tied up with other incidents.  
Several people were stranded at 
the bottom of  Ballaine Hill.  One 
car was in the ditch and numerous 
others were unable to advance the 
hill any farther.  Making multiple 
trips, officers assisted the stranded 
drivers and passengers.  They then 
handed the people off  to other 
UAF officers who were waiting at 
the bottom of  the hill to transport 
them home.

The cars that could be pulled 
from ditches were those that 
couldn't were left to be dealt with 
when the weather permitted.  All 
in all it was a busy night but the 
ice certainly didn't freeze the UAF 
police department’s thoughts 
on stewardship and duty to the 
people.

These organizations require 
UAF to preserve and enforce policies 
prohibiting the use of  illegal drugs. 
Failure to do so would endanger the 
federal funds received by the university.

The smoking ban prohibits the 
use of  all tobacco and tobacco-related 
products within university property, 
buildings, vehicles and events. This 

applies to all students, faculty, staff, 
vendors and contractors on campus.

According to Erik Seastedt, chief  
human resource officer for UA and 
member of  the Fresh Air Campus 
Challenge Committee (FACC), the 
FACC will announce the start date 
for implementation of  the smoke-free 
tobacco-free policy for UAF by the 
end of  2015.

The on-campus police department 
plans to continue following the policies 
set in place by administration in regard 
to implementing a completely tobacco 
free campus, according to Deputy 

Chief  Steve Goetz.
In reference to how marijuana 

will be dealt with now that it is legal 
statewide, Goetz said discretion 
would be used based on individual 
circumstances since the conviction 
process is currently evolving.

The on-campus police department 
will continue to implement policies 
just as before.

Citations will be given to those  
under the age of  19 found possessing 
or consuming tobacco. The old laws 
pertaining to marijuana will still apply 
to those under the age of  21.

Smoking and 
substance ban

(continued from pg. 1)

Every Saturday, members of  the 
Astral Winds club dress up in medieval 
gear and fight battles with each other 
at the U-Park gym.

Started in late 2000, the club is 
a chapter of  a larger organization, 
Amtgard, which promotes medieval 
live-action role play, also known as 
LARP.

"It allows people to come out and 
basically play your standard archetypes 
of  any RPG [Role Playing Game] that 
you've heard of," Dieter Bron, club 
president, said.

According to Bron, the club meets 
for eight hours every Saturday. They 
spend the first four sewing or building 
their medieval garments, and the rest 
of  the time fighting.

Generally, the club splits into 
two teams and fights or plays games 
like capture the flag, according to 
Bron. To ensure everyone's safety, 
no one under eight is allowed to play 
unaccompanied, and all weapons 
must be made of  foam.

The club has routinely high 
participation according to Bron.  
30 people were in attendence this 
weekend.

Members are also encouraged 
to create a name to go with their 
medieval personas.

"My favorite thing about this club 
is how many people can get together 
and be a part of  it," Gwendolyn 
Brazier, said.

"It's a great stress reliever, in all 
honesty, to be able to run around and 
get our energy out," Kuroikage said.

When asked, most of  the club 

agreed that the physical activity and 
club atmosphere were their favorite 
things.

"If  you have energy that's built up, 
come out here and fight," Draven said.

Follow this QR code with your phone 
to watch a video about Astral Winds!

Officers face ice 
storm

(continued from pg. 1)

Starting on March 3, the 
Alaska Sustainable Agriculture 
Conference,  consis t ing of  
workshops and seminars about 
increasing the sustainability of  
agriculture in Alaska, will be held 
at the Westmark Hotel.

The sessions taking place over 
the three-day conference will 
cover topics such as meat and fiber 
production, marketing, starting a 
farm, plant breeding and variety 
selection, fruit and vegetable 
growing, policy and regulations, 
hydroponics and sustainable 
practices.

Workshops will be hosted 
by Phil Metzger from Holistic 
Management International, Jeff 
Werner from Watanuska LLC, 
Arth Brown III from North 
Slope Borough School District, 
Eric Cook and Jason Hoke 
from Copper River Economic 
Development Corp.

Agriculture 
conference to 
educate interior

Eric Bennett
Copy Editor

Battle U-park:
Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

Members of Astral Winds live-action 
role playing club wage war in the gym

To paraphrase former Anchorage 
Daily News Editor, Howard Weaver, 
a good mistake is not showing up 
drunk and misspelling the names of  
everyone in your story. Rather, it’s 
something worth trying that teaches 
you a lesson you couldn’t have learned 
otherwise, leaving you equipped to do 
better in the future. 

Since August of  last year, nearly 
1,000 people from UAF and the 
Fairbanks community pick up The 
Sun Star every week it’s printed. 

In the past, people have written 
sex advice columns, music and 
movie reviews, contributed poetry, 
fictional short stories, drawn cartoons 
and shared photographs of  travel 
overseas.

When’s the last time you made a good mistake?
Sam Allen / Editor-in-Chief

There was once a columnist who 
had people dare him to do different 
things on campus and then would do 
them and write about it. One week he 
licked a pole in the middle of  winter.

The Sun Star will always make 
mistakes. It will misspell your name, 
underestimate the people at a concert 
by several hundred, misquote you at 
your most vulnerable and print blurry 
photographs. And it’s beautiful.

It’s as fortunate as it is necessary 
to have a lab environment for students 
to develop reporting and writing skills 
with the freedom to make mistakes 
and fail to get better.

People have attempted to sue The 
Sun Star, students broke the story 
about the death of  seven musk oxen 

at UAF five years ago, reporters have 
called up administrators, stopped and 
talked to construction workers on the 
job site, interviewed bands backstage 
before their set and left notes on the 
Chancellor’s front door. 

At a time of  budget cuts, NCAA 
violations and program and Title 
IX reviews, The Sun Star wants 
reporters, writers, poets, storytellers, 
photographers, artists, scientists and 
musicians to contribute on subjects 
they’re passionate about and events and 
stories they want to see covered.

The Sun Star is here for UAF 
students to use and its success is 
predicated on student involvement. The 
opportunity is here and now. When was 
the last time you made a good mistake?
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Let Rasmuson Library 
Empower Your Research  

Attend FREE upcoming workshops!  
 

For more information visit 
 http://bit.ly/libwkshps 

 
Web of Science:                           3/5/15 
Basic Search and Navigation                 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 
Endnote X7 Fast Start                               3/10/15 
                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 
Web of Science:                                        3/12/15 
Using Advance Search                             1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE  
 
Literature Review Workshop             3/24/15  
                                                               12:45 – 3:00 p.m. 
                                              Rasmuson Library 
                                             Room 301 
 
EndNote Advance                                     3/26/15 
                                                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                                  ONLINE 

 
Endnote Basic                                           4/2/15 
                                                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 

 
Contact: 

library.uaf.edu 
907.474.7481 
@uaflibrary 

AskRasmusonLibrary@uaf.libanswers.com 

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam 
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Tuesday 3
-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia

Wednesday 4
7 p.m. - Lip Synch Competition 
in Arctic Java. Bring an MP3 of your 
song.

-Over 21-

Hump Day Specials at The Pub.

Thursday 5
1:10 p.m. - Music at One Ten. Student 
recitals in the Davis Concert Hall.

6:30-10 p.m. - Festival of Native 
Arts - providing cultural education 

and sharing through Native 
dance, music and traditional arts. 
The Festival continues the UAF 
student-led tradition that began 
in 1973 of bringing together artists, 
performers and performance groups 
in a celebration of Native cultures. 
Performances will take place in the 
Davis Concert Hall, vendors will be 
in the Great Hall, films will be shown 
on Saturday in the Salisbury Theater 
and workshops will take place in 
the Wood Center on Thursday and 
Friday.
-Over 21-

8 p.m. - Fairbanks Jazz Combo at 
The Pub.

Friday 6
6:30-10 p.m. - Festival of Native 
Arts.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. - Space Jam Dance Party at 
The Pub. DJ Be Gross will be spinning 
tunes related to and unrelated to 
Space Jam. Come dressed in amazing 
b-ball jerseys, monster garb and/
or just Hanes underwear and let’s 
DANCE.

Saturday 7
6:30-10 p.m. - Festival of Native 
Arts 

-Over 21-

8 p.m. - Casino Night at The Pub- It’s 
that time of year again for everyone 
to put on their best cocktail dress or 
track suit and come gamble the night 
away with fake money. Tables will be 
open until 11:15 p.m. The live auction 
with all of the “money” you won will 
start at 11:30. If you are interested 
in being a dealer please let Donald 

Crocker know.

Sunday 8
1 p.m. The Sun Star’s open 
reporter’s meeting with pizza.

Monday 9
-Over 21-

8 p.m. - Poetry Slam at The Pub.

Tuesday 10
-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia.

Looking Inward:
Why last week was my week

The last time snow graced the skies 
and blanketed the streets of  Fairbanks, 
I cried. The serenity of  the softly-falling 
snowflakes unsettled my freshly acquired 
status of  a single woman in Alaska. Such 
moments were meant to be shared and 
admired with a partner. Instead, I sat 
alone at the living room table in my 
new residence and wept. How could 
the world produce the perfect weather 
when everything in my own life had been 
turned upside down, with the contents 
being dumped onto the floor of  my 
newly emptied heart?

Snowflakes were not meant to go 
unnoticed or unappreciated, so I could 
not fathom why the world would be so 
cruel as to dangle them in front of  me, 
forcing feelings of  resentment rather 
than admiration for those perfectly-
formed flakes.

Snow would not fall for another 
month in Fairbanks, as temperatures 
rose comfortably above freezing and 
the outside world opened itself  up to 
chirping birds and sandal-sporting 
college students. And me. When the 
snow ended its hiatus, I knew there was a 
reason why it hadn’t been around for the 
last month and why it chose to make its 
return last week. Because last week was 
my week.

If  last week was my week, then last 
month was not my month. The snow-
less 31-day-period that lasted from 
Jan. 15 until Feb. 15 was filled to the 
brim with sadness, self-doubt, self-pity, 
anger, apprehension, and hopelessness, 
among the countless other emotions 
that accompany the end of  a wonderful 
relationship. I survived each week thanks 
to my duties as a teaching assistant, 
my responsibilities as a thesis-writing 
graduate student, and my consistent 
schedule.

Each weekend I attempted to carry 
over my distracted self  and busy schedule 

from the previous week, but each time 
I failed. Every Sunday between Jan. 15 
and Feb. 15 was spent exhausting myself  
of  all the salt water that my eyes could 
excrete, which is a tiring, frustrating, and 
dehydrating experience. But that was the 
state I was in, and on those Sundays, it 
seemed that there was no end in sight.

Until there was. It’s impossible to ever 
know when sadness will subside, but in 
my case, it seemed as if  the world around 
me knew exactly when I would make my 
breakthrough. It happened last week, 
with the return of  the snow. Along with 
the falling snow, there was something else 
in the air. There was an increased level of  
self-worth. There were incredible feelings 
of  strength, both physical and emotional. 
Self-worth and strength combined within 
me to create a level of  confidence that 
I honestly haven’t felt since before the 
beginning of  my last relationship, if  ever.

With that confidence, I taught some 
girlfriends how to ski, and in the process 
spent over three hours on the ski trails. 
At the end of  my three-hour stint, I had 
enough energy leftover to buy and begin 
learning how to play the ukulele, attend a 
lecture on the Chilkoot Trail, cook myself  
a delicious meal and fend off any feelings 
of  sadness or self-doubt. Within the 
same week I made remarkable progress 
on my thesis, overcame a fear of  black 
light parties to dance the night away with 
girlfriends and my team even won Trivia 
Night at The Pub!

Within last week I became myself  
again, and would go so far as to say 
that I became an even better version 
of  myself  than I was before Jan. 15. 
I’ll take a majority of  the credit for this 
breakthrough, along with the immense 
amount of  credit owed to my friends and 
family that have stuck by me through the 
last month. But I’d also like to credit the 
snow, for without those flakes I may never 
have realized the stark contrast between 
my state of  mind and feelings of  strength 
and confidence from the last time they fell 
in January.

Emily Russell
Sun Star Contributor

Search the 
Editor-in-Chief 

job listing 
number 

0070252
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Register for summer today! 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities. UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

elearning.uaf.edu

eLearners earn college credit 
while maintaining summer jobs.

With 350+ classes and 18 full programs 
UAF eLearning is a flexible option. 

I want it all.


