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THE

R

ANCHORAGE - The UAF 
Nanooks hockey team won the 
Governor's Cup for the sixth time in 
a row, beating the Seawolves 3-2 in 
the final match, at the Sullivan Arena 
Saturday.

Since the series was split two 
games a piece, it culminated in a shoot 
out, which ended 1-0 in favor of  the 
Nanooks with Tyler Morley scoring. 
Seven of  the eight Cup series that have 
ended in a shootout were won by the 
Nanooks.

All three of  the goals from the 

Nanooks beat 
Seawolves in shootout 
for sixth straight 
Governor’s Cup

Athletes from 15 universities will 
compete in the NCAA Division I Rifle 
Championships Friday and Saturday, 
March 13-14, at the E.F. Horton Rifle 
Range and the UAF Patty Center.

This marks the 26th consecutive 
appearance the No. 2 ranked UAF 
rifle team will make in the NCAA 
championships, which they hosted and 
won in 2007.

In 2007, UAF set the record with 

more than 1,000 people showing 
up for the championship, the most 
in event history. Typically, 50 to 
200 people attend the NCAA Rifle 
Championships.

"We started the modern era of  the 
rifle championship, so it's nice to get 
it back and it's a huge thing for the 
community. Everybody got involved, 
1,000 people there and I think we can 
top that this time," Dan Jordan, rifle 
head coach, told the UAF Cornerstone 
last year.

UAF aims to dethrone the reigning 

champs, No. 1 ranked West Virginia, 
who have won the previous two years. 
The Nanooks have lost to WV twice 
this season, winning once last month 
by one shot, 4706-4705.

West Virginia holds the record with 
16 NCAA championships, including  
10 wins from 1988-1998, interrupted 
by UAF in 1994. The Nanooks have 
won 10 NCAA championships, going 
on a similar streak from 1999-2008 
winning 9 times and losing once.

Also competing is No. 6 ranked 
Texas Christian University who beat 

UAF earlier this season and No. 5 
ranked University of  Kentucky who 
UAF bested in the regular season.

Friday’s smallbore individual and 
team competitions will take place in the 
E.F. Horton Rifle Range between 7:15 
a.m. and 8 p.m., and Saturday’s air 
rifle individual and team competitions 
will go from 7:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Patty Center. The scoring for the 
smallbore three-position will be held 
on March 13, and the air rifle section 
will be March 14.

UAF NCAA Rifle Championships 
expected to break attendance record

Sun Star Staff Report

Freshman Luke Johnson shoots during the Nanook’s match against West Virginia on January 31. The Nanooks lost the match, but went on to win the next day 
against the best team in the nation. 

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

- continued, pg.3

Nanooks were scored within the 
second period by Tayler Munson, 
Trevor Campbell and Josh Erickson, 
respectively.

The Seawolves also made their two 
goals in the second period. Tad Kozun 
made the first soon after Nanook's 
Erickson made his. The second goal 
was taken by Austin Azurdia with five 
seconds left in the period.

While this is the sixth straight win 
in the Governor's Cup by the Nanooks, 
the NCAA no longer recognizes the 
wins in 2010, 2011 and 2012 because 
of  NCAA violations by the UAF 
Athletic Department.

This series marks the end of  the 
regular season for the Nanooks, who, 
while finishing 4th in the Western 
Collegiate Hockey Association with a  
19-13-2, win-loss-overtime loss, overall 
record, are barred from postseason 
play this season for NCAA violations.

Sun Star Staff Report

The Nanooks won the Governor’s Cup for the sixth year in a row after a 
shootout with UAA.

UAF photo by Todd Paris

League of Extraordinary Fandoms 
hosts book day

Saturday's meeting of  The League 
of  Extraordinary Fandoms had three 
things: tea, books and board games.

The League of  Extraordinary 
Fandoms was founded by Lindsey 
Klueber in late February 2013, 
and it aims to be a place where all 
fandoms, a group enthusiastic fans 
who incorporate aspects of  culture 
into their lives, can come together 
to celebrate their beliefs. Fandoms 
include fans of  “Dr. Who,” “The 
Hunger Games,” “Lord of  the Rings” 
and other similar communities.

They meet every Saturday in 
Gruening 413, with around 10 
members most meetings.

Last Saturday’s meeting in 
Gruening consisted of  a large pile of  
books on one table, and several cups 
of  tea and half  a pizza on another. 
Students hung out and mostly did their 
own thing, from reading books in the 
corners to playing board games with 
friends.

" T h e  UA F  L e a g u e  o f  
Extraordinary Fandoms is a club that 
was founded to bring people of  all 
different fan groups together to be able 
to nerd out and have fun in a non-
judgemental atmosphere," Klueber 
said

"I really love the atmosphere we 
built with the club, just having people 
come in and be comfortable here," 
Vice President Tamara Swenson said.

The club regularly hosts different 
events for students to participate in, 
such as Saturday's Book Day, where 
students were encouraged to show 
up and read books from the various 
fandoms represented. Students also 
played games such Lord of  the Rings 
Risk, or did schoolwork.

"It's books, and movies, and 
television, and video games and 
bringing people all together," Klueber 
said.

"You get to do a lot of  fun things 
with people who have great energy 
and want to do the volunteer service 
and other activities we put together," 
Swenson said.

According to Klueber, the club 
also heavily participates in community 
service. In October of  2014 they 
teamed up with the E-Sports Club, 
UAF Residence Life and 907 Gamers 
to hold an Extra-Life Charity event. 
Combined with the UAA and UAS 
charity events, they managed to raise 
nearly $11,000.

"We want to make sure we have 
a positive impact, and we're known 
for having a positive impact on the 
community," Swenson said.

Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

Check out the club feature video on the League of Extraordinary 
Fandoms online at www.uafsunstar.com!
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The Sun Star’s mission as a 
campus voice for UAF is to 
report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce 
and chronicle events 
and provide a forum for 
expression of opinion.

The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary! Letters 
to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words.  
Please include the author’s 
full name and contact 
information (phone, e-mail 
or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the 
address above.  Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in 
the next issue.  All letters 
are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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Letters to the Editor
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POLICE 
BLOTTER

ASUAF
Associated Students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Heather Penn
Sun Star

The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

Eric Bennett
Copy Editor

Motor vehicle accident

Feb. 22, 2:31 p.m. - A fence was 
taken out after a suspected hit-and-
run in the Taku parking lot. A head 
bolt which is used to plug in cars was 
also found damaged. There are no 
leads and the case is closed.

Feb. 23, 1:36 p.m. - A complaint was 
filed about a possible hit-and-run in 
the lower dorms parking lot. A small 
dent was found in the driver’s side 
door with a small amount of  paint 
transfer. No description of  the vehicle 
was available. There are no suspects.

Feb. 28, 2:48 p.m. - A woman 
standing outside the Patty Center gym 
noticed a car back into another car 
and drive off. She alerted the police to 
the hit-and-run. The driver was found 
and he stated he did not realize he had 
backed into the car. The damaged car 
had minor scratches on the bottom of  
the back bumper. The officer put the 
driver in contact with the damaged 
car’s owner and they exchanged 
information.

Theft

Feb. 23, 2:05 p.m. - A black iPhone 5 
in an Otterbox case was stolen from a 
locked locker in the Patty Center. The 
phone was stolen sometime between 
12:45 and 1:30 p.m. on Monday. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Suspicious circumstances

Feb. 20, 11:14 a.m. - A suspicious 
e-mail sent to the UA General 
Counsel, which is the legal department 
that handles UA affairs, contained 
pornographic images which were 
initially thought to contain images 
of  children. The e-mail was sent via 
EthicsPoint, a regulatory software 
compliance company, and was a hoax. 
Though the images were pornographic 
in nature they did not include child 
porn. After a thorough investigation 
by officers it was determined that all 
the information including name and 
domain were false. It was thought 
someone was trying to play a prank. 
The investigation is closed.

Feb. 23, 10:42 p.m. - A resident 
in the Sustainable Village noticed 
someone trying to siphon gas out of  
a vehicle. When they walked outside,  
those attempting to siphon the gas left. 
By the time officers arrived there was 
no trace of  them.

Feb. 26, 3:07 p.m. - A woman at MBS 
who had been drinking the night before 
awoke to find bruises on her body and 
questioned whether she had been 
assaulted. She seemed to remember 
possibly fighting off someone the night 
prior. She spoke with officers to try and 
help determine what had happened. 
After speaking with numerous 
witnesses and viewing surveillance 
footage officers determined she had 
not been assaulted. The night prior 
was particularly icy and she may 
have received the bruises from a fall. 
The police would prefer anyone who 
suspects any type of  assault to come 
and speak with them at any time, even 
if  it the outcome is not what is initially 
expected.

Criminal trespass

Feb. 24, 10:03 p.m. - Officers issued 
a man his formal warning about his 

trespassed status as they were out on 
foot patrol by the Fine Arts Building. 
When a person is trespassed it is not 
official until officers speak directly to 
the individual. The man left without 
incident.

Traffic offense

Feb. 25, 2:47 a.m. - A car seen 
weaving, missing a brake light and 
lacking license plate illumination was 
pulled over outside the old U-Park 
building. All of  the individuals in the 
car were teenagers, none of  which 
had any ID. The driver was found 
to be violating the rules of  a driving 
permit. Officers contacted the parents 
to retrieve the teens and their car. 
The driver was issued a summons to 
appear in court.

Feb. 26, 9:17 a.m. - Gregory Williams, 
53, of  Fairbanks, was pulled over on 
Palo Verde Drive after officers spotted 
him on Geist with a large, horizontal 
crack in his windshield directly in his 
line of  vision. Though windshield 
cracks won’t necessarily get you pulled 
over, those considered impeding your 
view can. Williams was driving with 
a revoked license and violating his 
conditions of  release. His conditions 
state he is not to drive any motor 
vehicle. He was arrested and taken 
to Fairbanks Correctional Center. 
Williams was charged with violating 
conditions of  parole and driving with 
a revoked license.

Disturbance

Feb. 25, 12:19 p.m. - A man in the 
Wood Center was harassing people by 
walking up to them and saying, “It’s 
a lie.” Officers located the man and 
found him to be lacking any footwear. 
Officers gave him some shoes and a 
ride to the bus stop. He was banned 
from UAF campus.

Senators Present:  Lachlan 
Gillispie, Michael Mancill, Colby 
Freel, Mitchell Davidson, Kayleen 
Hansen, Cordero Reid, Michael 
Magnan.

Senators Absent:  Jonathan 
Quiñones, Chris Hoch, Eli Barry-
Garland, Erik Rickards, Matt Harris, 
Allyssia Garcia.

Guests: Arsh Chauhan representing 
the UAF Cyber Defense Club.

Appointments: Lachlan Gillispie, 
Matt Harris, Anne Williamson and 
Sabrina Martin were confirmed to the 
Election Board.

UAF Parking: Raaj Kurapati, 
associate vice chancellor of  financial 
services and business operations and 
Martin Klein, auxiliary and contract 
services business manager gave a 
presentation to ASUAF about the 
parking budget. Slides were shown 
detailing the $1.83 million revenue 
and the $1.94 million expenses. As the 

biggest sections of  each, 42 percent of  
the revenue came from regular permits 
and 47 percent of  the expenses came 
from shuttle operations.

Klein said that parking should be 
run at a zero, it should not be making 
a profit or a deficit. Potential options 
for reducing the expenses included 
eliminating the summer shuttles 
except for the electric shuttle and on-
call shuttles for people with disabilities 
or reducing the number of  off-campus 
shuttles. Potential aspects for making 
more revenue included raising the 
transportation fee, cost of  parking 
permits, daily and meter parking and 
implementing zone parking, which 
means further and remote parking 
spaces would be cheaper than closer 
and convenient spaces.

Laser Tag: A bill that would allocate 
about $8,000 from the rollover 
account for the purchase of  a set 
of  laser tag equipment for Student 
Activities for the use of  students and 
to gain publicity was presented. The 
bill was moved to the student affairs 
committee.

SRC Storage: A bill that would 
allocate about $30,000 from the 

rollover account to increase the 
amount of  storage for student sporting 
equipment in the SRC was moved to 
the student affairs committee.

ASUAF Juneau Trip: A bill that 
would allocate $1,500 from the 
rollover account to allow three 
ASUAF delegates to visit Juneau and 
give a UAF student presence at state 
legislature during talks about budget 
cuts was passed.  The three delegates 
have yet to be selected.

Cyber Defense Club: A bill that 
would allocate $1,000 from the senate 
projects account for the UAF Cyber 
Defense Club to upgrade and install 
new equipment was passed.

ASUAF Office Relocation: A bill 
that would have ASUAF relocate its 
offices into Constitution Hall in order 
to be with the rest of  the student 
organizations was moved to the 
executive committee.

Meeting Cancelled: The ASUAF 
meeting for March 15 was voted to be 
cancelled due to spring break.

In the March 3 article about gender neutral housing,  Michael Kelly was identified as President of  the GSA, which 
is incorrect.  The President of  the GSA is Brandy Flores. Also, the GSA was referred to as the Gay-Straight Alliance 

in an earlier version of  this article. It has been corrected to reflect their current name, the Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance. Also, in a previous version of  this article, gender neutral bathrooms were mentioned as accessible to both 
males and females, the article now reflects that gender neutral bathrooms are open to people who identify with any 

gender.

A March 3 article attributed coach Scott Jerome’s leave of  absence to NCAA violations, however his leave of  absence 
doesn’t have to do with any NCAA violations.

Also, Jerome’s leave of  absence was referred to as a suspension, in an earlier version of  this article.

CORRECTIONS
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Major Mania 
Friday 

 March 27th 
11 am - 2 pm 

Wood Center Multi-Level Lounge 

Learn about the 160+ 
programs UAF offers and 

student jobs, in one location 

 
Brought to you by: 

Academic Advising Center *  Division of General Studies 
For more information call 474-6396 or visit:  

www.uaf.edu/advising 

Discover your Major! 

ROOT BEER FLOATS & 
POPCORN!!! 

 

 

 Access resources that will help you make an in-
formed decision about choosing your major. 

 
 Connect with faculty, staff and students from the  

majors that interest you most. 
 
 Discover current employment trends and how your 

major  connects you to your future career. 

 Pick Up at the Wood Center Bus Stop at 
  9:00 & 10:45am 

& Drop offs after service 

        You are invited to 

Questions?  
Visit our Website: www.bethelchurchak.org or call: 479-4380 

This Sunday 
Worship Services: 9:15am & 11:00am   

1310 Farmer’s Loop Rd NOW
HIRING! Guides

Rafting& Fishing

2 0 1 5

Well established 
�shing and rafting 
company in Cooper 
Landing looking for 
Alaskan �shing & 
rafting guides to 
join our team!

Enjoy working this 
summer on the Upper 
Kenai River with us. We 
have a fun & professional 
team to work with & great 
clientele that come back 
to us year after year.

Entry level positions available.
Call 907.595.1226 or visit

www.alaskariverscompany 
for more information. Email your 
resume & cover letter by to 
lrg@arctic.net. (References Required)

 

 

Let Rasmuson Library 
Empower Your Research  

Attend FREE upcoming workshops!  
 

For more information visit 
 http://bit.ly/libwkshps 

 
Web of Science:                           3/5/15 
Basic Search and Navigation                 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 
Endnote X7 Fast Start                               3/10/15 
                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 
Web of Science:                                        3/12/15 
Using Advance Search                             1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE  
 
Literature Review Workshop             3/24/15  
                                                               12:45 – 3:00 p.m. 
                                              Rasmuson Library 
                                             Room 301 
 
EndNote Advance                                     3/26/15 
                                                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                                  ONLINE 

 
Endnote Basic                                           4/2/15 
                                                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 

 
Contact: 

library.uaf.edu 
907.474.7481 
@uaflibrary 

AskRasmusonLibrary@uaf.libanswers.com 

Informative booths, interactive 
displays and ice sculptures will help 
celebrate UAF's FanFest on the first 
day of  the NCAA rifle championships, 
Friday from noon to 8 p.m. Some 
rifle team student-athletes will help 
run displays and interact with fans. 
The first 750 people to show up to 
FanFest will get a commemorative pin, 
engraved with NCAA Championship 
logo. Also, 2012 Olympic gold 
medalist for women's rifle three-
position and former Nanook shooter, 
Jamie Corkish, will have a meet and 
greet.

The NCAA Rifle Championships 
Banquet will take place on Thursday, 
March 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the Westmark 
Fairbanks Hotel downtown. Pat Pitney, 
former 1986 gold medal winner for air 
rifle, and budget director for Governor 
Bill Walker will speak. The NCAA's 
Elite-89 award will be presented to 
the student-athlete with the highest 
cumulative grade-point average 
participating at the NCAA Rifle 
Championships. Tickets are available 
online for $32.

- continued from front

UAF hosts first 
FanFest event If you go:

What: 

1. Smallbore event

2. Air Rifle event

When: 

1. Friday, 7:15 a.m - 8p.m.

2. Saturday, 7:15 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Where: 

UAF, E.F. Horton Rifle Range 
and Patty Center

Tickets:

$11.75 for youth, 3-17, and 
military

$13.75 for adults

Teams that qualified for the 
Smallbore Three-Position and Air 
Rifle according to the NCAA:

#1 West Virginia
#2 University of Alaska
#3 Jacksonville State University
#4 University of Nebraska, Lincoln
#5 University of Kentucky
#6 Texas Christian University
#7 Air Force
#8 Murray State

The individual qualifiers for Air 
Rifle:

Emily Capaul, University of Nevada, 
Reno
Matthew Chezem, University of 
Akron

The individual qualifiers for 
Smallbore Three-Position:

Max Burkhardt, University of Memphis
Daniel Jonas, U.S. Naval Academy
Remington Lyman, The Ohio State 
University
Alison Weisz, University of Mississippi

Individual qualifiers for both 
Smallbore Three-Position and Air 
Rifle:

Drew Cheezum, The Ohio State 
University
Dacotah Faught, University of Tennessee 
at Martin
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Woman on the Street
Addis Gonzalez / Sun Star

“How do you plan to spend your spring break?”

This week, we asked students:

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam 
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Tuesday 10
1:10pm-1:50 p.m. Leadership Lunch: 
Dave Klein, Legend. 71-year-old 
biologist and professor emeritus 
who directed 66 student theses will 
speak at the Alumni Lounge, 201 
Constitution Hall
Food will catered by CTC Culinary 
Club.  Read more at: http://
uafcornerstone.net/dave-klein-53/
 
 
7 p.m. Leadership Workshop: 
Building an Inclusive Community 
Mae Marsh from the Office of 
Diversity & Equal Opportunity will 
be educating those in attendance 
on how to ensure they are providing 
a safe, inclusive community for all 
members.

Wood Center Room E/F. Please 
sign-up to ensure there are enough 
materials at uef.edu/leadership

-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia.

Wednesday 11

2 p.m. - LT. Dan Choi: Iraq Veteran 
and LGBT Activist will be speaking in 
the Wood Center Ballroom.

7 p.m. - Open Mic Night at the 
Arctic Java.

7-8:30 p.m. - UAF Jazz Band and 
Brass Choir Concert in the Davis 
Concert Hall.

-Over 21-

6:30 p.m. - Hoop Jam in The Pub.

Thursday 12

1:10 p.m. - Music at One Ten in the 
Great Hall.

-Over 21-

8 p.m. - Emma Hill, Alaska alt/folk 
artist, will be playing tunes in The 
Pub.

Friday 13
Deadline to withdraw from 
classes.
9 a.m. - 8 p.m. NCAA Rifle 
Championships at  E.F. Horton Rifle 
Range, UAF Patty Center.

6-9 p.m. - “ZEN” will show in the 
Schaible Auditorium for Japan Movie 
Night.

7 p.m. - “The Shining” will show at 
Arctic Java.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. - Bacchanalia w/ DJ Aurora 
Borealis performing at The Pub. 
Wine specials all night.

Last night The Pub is open until 
Monday, March 23.

Saturday 14
9 a.m. - 8 p.m. NCAA Rifle 
Championships at E.F. Horton Rifle 
Range, UAF Patty Center.

Sunday 15
“Beware the Ides of March.”

March 16-20
Spring Break - No Classes all week.

“Working here as a 
DA (Desk Assistant) 

making a lot of  money 
because I can work 40 
hours. Normally I can 

work 20.” 

- Averi Cokeley, 
sophomore 

Japanese studies 
student

“Working and probably 
trying to get ahead as 

far as school work goes. 
I am also helping out 
on a retreat with my 

church.”

 - Cassandra 
Sanborn, senior 

biological 
sciences student

“I’m going to 
California with 

family.” 

- Dillon Mills, 
sophomore 

electrical 
engineering 

student

“I’ll be here. I think 
there are some Japanese 

exchange students 
staying here and I’ll 
hang out with them.” 

- Julianna Bibb 
sophomore 

Japanese studies 
student

“I think I’m getting 
a job, so probably 

working. Also, relaxing 
and snowboarding, no 

big plans.” 

- Matthew 
Allard, senior 

civil engineering 
student

“Work-study-sleep.”

- Wyatt Gaffigan, 
sophomore civil 

engineering 
student

Works of  a famous Fairbanks 
artist are on display for the first time. 
Drawings and paintings by Bill Berry 
are hanging in the Rasmuson Library 
and remain on display until March 19. 
The long archived works resurfaced at 
the request of  the late artist’s family.

Most people know Bill Berry from 
a mural he did for the Noel Wien 
Library Berry Room. The work titled, 
“An Alaskan Fairy Tale,” depicts a 
parade of  storybook characters, a 
whimsical forest and a castle. It’s an 
iconic feature to the community, but 
his son Mark Berry says the painting 
is not completely representative of  the 
larger body of  his dad’s work.

“That was an important part of, 
kinda, inside Bill whereas the field 
sketches and all of  that are things that 
was Bill Berry, the illustrator of  the 
world around him,” Mark said.

Bill grew up with "a desire to 
draw every living thing as it was in 
the world," Mark said. And he did just 
that, studying the wildlife creatures as 
a naturalist artist in Alaska. In 1967, 
after the family moved to Fairbanks, 
Mark says his father began focusing on 

a new kind of  animal.
"About that time, dad started 

having an inward look, at the people 
around,” Mark said. "Something he 
had never paid any attention to."

The William D. Berry papers 
collection has been stored at UAF 
since the artist’s death over 35 years 
ago. Mark guesses most of  the artwork 
stored in the archives is representative 
of  the time his father spent working in 
the wilderness near his longtime home 
in the Denali National Park area.

“So really it’s a bit of  a hodgepodge, 
but it’s mostly field sketches," he said. 
"There could easily be 10 thousand 
individual sketches there.”

Bill’s other son, Paul Berry, says 
the collection is a source of  knowledge 
fit for biologists and artists alike. 

"My father's work is so uniquely 
Alaskan that it really is a part of  our 
greater community," he said. Paul says 
the Rasmuson is the best venue to 
present the collection.

“Because a university, you know, in 
a traditional sense is kind of  a center 
for how information is kept,” he said.

Bill’s family and friends wanted to 
display a selection of  what has been 
preserved as an opportunity to share 
the newest version of  Bill’s handbook, 
"William D. Berry Drawing Guides."

Karen Simmons
Sun Star

The Berry papers collection will be on display on the main floor of the Rasmuson 
Library until March 19.

Berry papers collection emerges from archives

Karen Simmons / Sun Star
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University hits 
historic milestone

For Alaska and its university, this 
week marks a milestone born out of  grit 
and determination.

One hundred years ago, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the act reserving 
land for the Alaska Agricultural College 
and School of  Mines, but it wasn’t 
without opposition.

The week of  the actual signing, 
Alaska’s territorial legislature and 
governor stood up for what later became 
the University of  Alaska. They provided 
a crucial endorsement, via telegram 
to Alaska Territorial Delegate James 
Wickersham in Washington, D.C., 
during an end-of-session debate in the 
U.S. Congress.

For more than a year, Wickersham 
had been promoting a bill to reserve 
federal land for the benefit of  Alaska’s 
schools and the yet-to-be-built college. 
On Feb. 17, 1915, the Senate passed the 
bill, but objections from members of  the 
House stopped its progress as the March 
4 adjournment approached.

The bill reserved a site for the 
university at the agricultural experiment 
station, which the federal government 
had established near Fairbanks about a 
decade earlier. The designation provided 
a handle for opponents to grab and twist.

The location had been chosen 
“irrespective of  the desire of  the people 
of  Alaska as may be expressed by their 
legislative assembly,” claimed Rep. 
Patrick Norton, R-N.D., during debate 
on the House floor Feb. 24. The provision 
“savors altogether too much of  special 
congressional legislation for the benefit 
of  a particular city or locality in Alaska,” 
he said.

Undeterred, Wickersham and 
Alaska’s elected territorial leaders were 
ready for that argument when the bill 
came back to the House floor March 3. 
Wickersham read a telegram signed by 
the governor and 19 of  24 legislators 
approving the location of  the college.

The House passed the bill later that 
day — the last one of  the 63rd Congress 
— and on March 4, 1915, President 
Wilson signed it.

Those leaders who fought so hard 
in 1915 were wise. They knew that a 
strong university is vital to the health of  
our state. They knew that for the people 

of  Alaska, a university was a measure of  
self-determination, a way to help shape 
our own destiny and educate the next 
generations of  Alaskans.

As we near the mid-point of  the 
Alaska legislative session, it is critical 
that Alaska’s leaders today, as in 1915, 
recognize the role of  the university in the 
future of  our state.

Through the land grant mission — 
teaching, research and service — the 
university serves the state in many ways.

Our university educates Alaskans. 
Each year, more than three-quarters of  
our admitted students come from Alaska. 
In the fall of  2014, about 83 percent of  
our enrolled students were from Alaska. 
It’s imperative that we keep the best and 
the brightest students in our state.

Our six-year graduation rates, the 
standard we use to compare ourselves to 
universities elsewhere in the country, have 
been steadily increasing in recent years. 
For the students who entered in 2008, 
that rate is more than 42 percent, which 
brings us within four percentage points 
of  the average for other schools like UAF 
nationwide.

Our graduates fuel Alaska’s economy. 
More than 29,000 UAF alumni live and 
work in Alaska. Tens of  thousands more 
alumni from UA campuses throughout 
the state do the same. They are the 
engineers and bankers, the teachers and 
biologists, the health care providers and 
policymakers that help keep our state 
strong.

The university is an economic engine 
for Alaska. Our research is conducted 
across the state, providing jobs, vital 
insights and information needed by 
industries.

We are a resilient state served by a 
resilient university, poised to help Alaska’s 
communities move beyond today’s 
challenges. We have weathered tough 
financial times several times in our 100-
year history, and we will do so again as 
we grapple with Alaska’s current fiscal 
challenges.

A century ago, Alaska’s elected 
leaders stood up for what later became 
the University of  Alaska. Today, we look 
forward to the next 100 years with that 
same resolve. We remember the wisdom 
of  those territorial leaders: Even in the 
face of  challenges, our university is key to 
ensuring Alaska’s bright future.

UAF Chancellor Brian Rogers

COLUMN
News writers are increasing Facebook 
shares by huge numbers with these easy 
sacrifices to journalistic excellence:  You’ll 
NEVER believe #3!!

Maybe Colby Itkowitz of  the Washington Post isn’t dumb enough to believe 
that Alaska Representative Don Young actually wants to use wolves to reduce the 
homeless population in cities, as she extrapolated from his comments during a House 
Natural Resources Committee meeting on Thursday for her March 1 Washington 
Post political news blog post...  Maybe she is just a crummy enough reporter that she 
has to resort to link-baiting and editorializing in order to get people to share her work 
on Facebook.  After all, wouldn’t a story about a crazy Alaska coot who wants to kill 
homeless people get more clicks than one about a reasonably impassioned politician 
fighting for his state?

Some may come to Itkowitz’s defense, claiming the protections afforded to 
bloggers.  I would hold her to the same standards as a journalist, however, as it does 
not become apparent without more research that the link being shared navigates to 
a blog.  The page is on the Washington Post’s website - a news website - without any 
indication that it is a blog.  The subject is politics news, and Itkowitz’s profile at the 
bottom even refers to her as a reporter, leading the reader to believe that he or she is 
consuming legitimate news.

Unfortunately, Itkowitz isn’t the only person using cheap tricks to get more views - 
and let’s be honest, they’re views, not reads.  Journalists struggle to maintain relevance 
when people are more inclined to spend their time reading short interest pieces or 
lists with interesting titles. So, writers pick up techniques from those folks who spend 
their time creating media for mindless consumption.  Think Buzzfeed, pictures with 
captions, or the latest life-hack list.  Are these appropriate formats for news writing?

Here’s an illustration of  the tactics some journalists are using to keep their views 
up:

This Washington Post journalist increased Facebook shares by 300% by 
making these four easy sacrifices to journalistic excellence - Find out how!!

1. Write a catchy (if misleading) headline.

“Rep. Don Young: Wolves would solve homelessness,” - Headline of  Itkowitz’s article

You want likes?  Want shares?  Want publicity?  Write a catchy headline!  Doesn’t 
matter if  it’s accurate, as long as it gets you views!

2. Quote people out of context for greatest shock value.

So what if  someone is discussing apples and you make sure it sounds like they’re 
talking about oranges?  Oranges are more scandalous.

3. Ignore the actual topic in order to spend more time making a public figure 
seem ridiculous.

Bury that lede so deep, a petroleum engineer wouldn’t find it!  (The lede, in 
journalism, is the most important information in an article: the who, what, where, 
when and how that should be in the first paragraph if  not the first sentence.) The 
actual discussion about wolves being on the endangered species list doesn’t matter.  

Neither does the fact that a letter sent by more than 70 congressmen in support 
of  their slot on the list, not one was from a district that would be affected by the 

decision, which is what Young was getting riled up about in the first place - the video 
of  Don Young’s comments can be found online.  It’s all about that man that says we 
should kill homeless people by way of  releasing dangerous animals into population 

centers.

4. Editorialize, editorialize, editorialize.

“Alaska Republican Rep. Don Young, famous for his salty tongue and brusque demeanor...” - 
Itkowitz’s chosen lede

Who SAID that Young has a tendency toward salty language?  It doesn’t matter 
who said it, because you thought it!  There’s no need to find someone to attribute 

biased language to; you need that fiery adjective NOW so you can use alongside the 
bitlink in your tweet.

Does it look familiar?  Perhaps from your Facebook feed?  Maybe the last piece like 
the above you read was about “50 Shades of  Gray” or Disney Easter Eggs.

There are three easy rules to follow in order to write GOOD news:  be clear, 
concise, and correct.  Reporters in the case of  Don Young are worshiping the second 
C by writing short pieces, because it holds people’s interest easier and that’s in line with 
their agenda.  However, they are sacrificing the other two by being unclear about the 
context and incorrect in suggesting that the man truly thought homelessness could be 
solved via ravenous wolf  infestation.

The kicker is, if  you write news in the same format as media designed for mindless 
consumption, people will consume it mindlessly.  People are reading the headlines and 
first few sentences of  articles (or blog posts cleverly disguised as articles) and re-sharing 
with comments about how crazy and heartless Young is to want to use wolves against 
the homeless - the consumer continues to spread misinformation caused by crappy, 
link-baiting ‘journalism.’

See Itkowitz’s originial article here: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/in-the-loop/
wp/2015/03/05/rep-don-young-wolves-would-solve-homelessness/

Danny Fisher
Layout Editor

EDITORIAL

Dear Editor,

As discussed in the article, "Co-ed housing slated for Fall 2015," Residence Life will be offering 
gender inclusive housing beginning next semester. Gender inclusive housing will allow students to 
select to live together regardless of  gender. Gender inclusive housing will be available in Bartlett Hall 
and Cutler Apartment Complex. We appreciate the front page coverage and hope this letter provides 
additional information about gender inclusive housing at UAF.

The momentum behind gender inclusive housing is to provide housing and bathroom facilities that 
are a designated safe community for transgender students. However, gender inclusive housing is open 
to all residents and we encourage anyone interested in the community to apply. We do not recommend 
that any couple lives together in a residence hall room. However, students do not have to disclose 
relationships in order to live in gender inclusive housing.

In fall 2014, we met with members of  the Gender & Sexuality Alliance (GSA), hosted three open 
forums and provided an online form in order to gather feedback from students. We appreciate the 
time and effort of  Brandy Flores, the GSA President, and the other members of  GSA in providing 
feedback and guidance on how to best provide gender inclusive housing options on our campus. We 
look forward to our continued collaboration with GSA in the future.

We are pleased to join the more than 150 schools across the United States who offer gender inclusive 
housing options on campus.

Sincerely,
Megan Connaghan, Skarland Hall Resident Director, Department of  Residence Life

LETTER TO THE EDITOR



6

UAF is offering 150 online 
courses this summer

catch up on credits
pay in-state tuition
log in from anywhere

I’m saving Time 
and money!

learn more at 
elearning.uaf.edu 
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ing & Distance Education

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. 
UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

Get 4 FREE credits 
by applying for the 
Sweet Summer Deal.


