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The earliest possible completion date 
of  the new UAF engineering is January 
2017.

However, without further funding 
from the state, only the atrium and 
connecting hallway between Duckering 
and Bunnell will be completed and 
usable.

The capital budget before the state 
legislature now asks for $8 million, 
which would be enough to complete two 

As part of  April Autism Awareness 
Month, the UAF School of  Education 
is teaming with the Autism Society of  
Alaska for the fifth annual all-day silent 
auction event this Wednesday on the 
seventh floor of  the Gruening building.

The proceeds, typically averaging 
around $2,000, go the Autism Society. 
The money raised is used to bring guest 
speakers who teach a summer class 
at UAF and host community events, 
according to JoAnne Healy, assistant 
professor for special education.

Last year, they brought up Emily 
Iland, who did police safety training for 
kids who are on the autism spectrum. 
She invited police and kids to interact by 
putting on handcuffs and practicing how 
to let an officer know they have autism.

“Often times people with autism 
may act a little different—a police officer 
might interpret as something might be 
wrong there, and it’s just their normal 
way to act,” Healy said.

At the silent auction, trainers Besty 
Jacobs and Nathan Collin, from The 
Other Paw Assistance Dogs non-profit 
organization, will do demonstrations and 

answer questions about therapy dogs and 
how they can be used to help kids on the 
autism spectrum.

Jacobs says they teach the dogs 
certain commands to ease anxiety in 
some patients. "A popular command is 
'lap' where the dog puts its paws on your 
lap--giving you something to hang on to 
or hug, which keeps a person focused and 
able to calm down,"  Jacobs said.

Jacobs recently trained a dog that 
is now working with youth in transition 
at the Access Alaska Youth Facility. "It 
attends meetings with children who are in 
trauma and have to talk about things that 
they're not comfortable with. It makes 
them feel comfortable and at ease," 
Jacobs said.

The auction will feature more than 
100 items, ranging from gift cards donated 
by local business to glass jewelry and 
wooden bowls made by adjunct professor 
Deb O’Connor and her husband.

Upcoming autism awareness and 
fundraising events include Fairbanks 
Roller Girls Skate for Autism this 
Saturday, where a portion of  the proceeds 
will go to the autism society, a fun skate 
for autism event as Joel's Place on April 
25 and the sixth annual Walk for Autism 
on May 9.

Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

School of management 
silent auction increases 
autism awareness

Left:  Students organized outside the Gruening Building on Thursday afternoon 
in honor of National Autism Awareness Day. Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

UAF engineering building 
delays imminent, no 
projected completion date

Workers in the engineering building stop for a lunch break during the workday 
on Friday.

Chris Hoch / Sun Star

classrooms, fitting 80 and 60 students, 
above the Schaible Auditorium.

"There is money in the capital budget 
to keep the building going forward. UAF 
needs to show they have the funds to 
pay for the operating expenditures of  
the new facility," Tammie Wilson, state 
representative, said.

"The focus right now is on getting 
that open, getting the new access to 
Schaible open and done and getting 
those classrooms open," Doug Groening, 
dean of  the college of  engineering and 
mines, said.

Chris Hoch
Sun Star

Every Monday and Saturday, hidden 
away in the depths of  the Chapman 
building, a championship team meets for 
practice.

The Cyber Security Club isn't the 
first thing that come to mind when the 
phrase 'championship team' is mentioned: 
they aren't governed by the NCAA and 
they are mainly composed of  graduate 
students. Nevertheless, the club recently 

won a conference championship, barely 
finishing over UAA, and are headed to 
nationals. Last year, they placed third in 
the nationwide championships.

The eight member Cyber Security 
Club was formed to be a place where 
students of  any skill level could go to 
learn more about information security, 
and see how it works in a hands-on way.

Cyber Security Club wins 
regionals, heads to nationals
Zayn Roohi
Sun Star

Members of the Cyber Security Club listen to a lecture on firewalls and 
information security during their meeting on March 28.

Katie Stark / Sun Star
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Maybe you’ve seen all six feet five 
inches of  him speeding across the ice 
at a Nanooks’ hockey game, but soon 
you’ll have to be watching St. Louis 
Blues games to catch sight of  UAF junior 
Colton Parayko.  According to an Alaska 
Nanooks men’s hockey news article, 
Parayko signed a two-year entry level 
contract with the Blues, a NHL hockey 
team from Missouri.

This is one more success after  being 
named Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association Defensive Player of  the 
Year and being voted as the Nanooks’ 
Team Captain. Parayko has been a 
"tremendous player," proud to represent 
the Nanooks and he does so with class, 
Dallas Ferguson, Nanooks hockey coach 
said. But what is the path that led him 
to UAF, and ultimately, signing with the 
Blues?

Parayko started skating when he was 
five and has played for 17 years, he said. 
Parayko grew up in St. Albert in Alberta, 
Canada, and played on many teams 
growing up. He's played road hockey and 
skated at an outdoor rink during recess. 
After turning 19, he moved to Fairbanks 
to attend college and continue playing 

hockey.
Parayko decided he enjoyed UAF 

immensely after a summer visit to the 
school.

“The coaching staff was very good 
when they were recruiting me,” he said. 
Additionally, Parayko likes smaller cities 
and the resemblance Fairbanks’ size has 
to that of  St. Albert.

“Who doesn’t want to go to Alaska?” 
he said.

Once here at UAF, Parayko began 
his major in business administration and 
became a Nanooks hockey team member. 
His daily routine is to wake up, go to a 
few classes and then head to the rink 
for practice and a workout. Afterwards, 
the classes continue or Parayko and 
his teammates make dinner. Then, the 
schedule repeats. However, hockey is not 
mundane.

There are lots of  challenging parts of  
hockey.

“There are a lot of  ups and downs 
throughout a season that you need 
to make sure you handle properly,” 
Parayko said. This means working hard 
to overcome the challenges, but “it is 
rewarding working with a group of  
guys throughout a season for wins and 
eventually a championship.” 

Skating on new Ice:
Colton Parayko’s journey from Nanooks to Blues

Jessica Herzog
Sun Star

- continued, pg. 8
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and fairly, announce 
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and provide a forum for 
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The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary! Letters 
to the editor should be no 
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Please include the author’s 
full name and contact 
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letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the 
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must be received by 5 p.m. 
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Letters to the Editor

Staff

POLICE 
BLOTTER

ASUAF
Associated Students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Eric Bennett
Sun Star

The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

Dianna Rupp
Web Editor

Agency Assist

March 23, 10:51 a.m. - Police 
responded to a call about two 
neighbors fighting and shouting at 
a Parks Highway residence. A man 
wanted a woman to pay attention 
to him and not to her phone, which 
resulted in a yelling match. Nothing 
criminal occurred.

March 26, 3:04 p.m. - Police 
received a call from Juvenile Probation 
regarding an arrest warrant for a 
student. The student was at their 
dorm room in Moore Hall and was 
arrested without incident.

March 27, 2:43 p.m. - Don Foley, 
the Dean of  Students, and Veterans 
Services requested information from 
UAF police regarding a person who 
committed suicide. Police did research 
on the matter and found that the 
person had no association with UAF. 
Both parties were updated.

Drugs

March 23, 11:20 a.m. - A staff 
member of  the post office in 
Constitution Hall reported a package 
smelled like marijuana. Police 
secured the box for investigation. 
The person the box was addressed 
to was contacted and they admitted 
that they had ordered one ounce of  
marijuana from Washington. The 
Postal Inspector’s office was notified.

Theft

March 23, 1:58 p.m. - It was reported 

that a box outside the SRC containing 
backup keys to the building was broken 
into and all the keys missing. Staff said 
that the box had always been difficult 
to secure, so it is uncertain whether 
the box was broken into or if  it fell 
open on its own. Regardless, the keys 
were taken from it and have not been 
recovered. The doors to the SRC have 
had their locks changed.

March 26, 4:20 p.m. - A student 
reported that their laptop had been 
stolen from their backpack, but was 
unsure if  it occurred in the Murrie 
Building or the Patty Ice Rink. Police 
reviewed surveillance video of  the 
areas. The laptop was later found by 
a member of  the geology department 
and was returned to its owner.

March 26, 7:12 p.m. - Two pairs of  
prescription swim goggles and swim 
trunks were reported stolen from a one 
day use locker in the Patty Gym. There 
is currently no suspect or information. 
The locker may have been cleaned 
out by staff, according to police, as the 
reporting individual might have used 
it for a stretch of  days.

Motor Vehicle Accident

March 23, 2:29 p.m. - A three-
vehicle accident occurred on Geist 
Road. There was significant damage 
to the vehicles, but no injuries. State 
Troopers also responded and took 
lead of  the investigation while UAF 
Police assisted. Tow trucks were called 
and witness information was collected.

MVA Hit and Run

March 30, 8:49 a.m. - A blue Ford 
Aerostar’s side-view mirror was 
smashed outside the IAB Greenhouse. 
Photos were taken by an officer. No 
further information has been found.

March 27, 11:26 p.m. - A red Jeep 
backed into a blue Ford Focus in 
the Cutler Apartment lot. There 
was minimal damage. Participation 
forms were given to both owners and 

insurance information was exchanged.

Traffic Stop

March 24, 7:18 p.m. - Grace M. 
Matthews, 24, of  Fairbanks, was pulled 
over for speeding on Yukon Drive. She 
had an outstanding warrant for drug 
sales and was remanded to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center.

Suspicious Circumstances

March 26, 12:30 a.m. - Police 
responded to a call about white 
powder and a razor being found in 
the bathroom on the seventh floor of  
Moore Hall. The items were secured 
and brought to the station for testing, 
but no controlled substance was 
detected in the powder.

Lost Property

March 27, 11:35 a.m. - A UAF 
transfer student submitted a late 
report of  their passport being stolen. 
Their passport was stolen in New York 
before arriving here. The student got 
a replacement, but the new passport 
did not have a visa stamp in it, which 
would cause problems when they left 
at the end of  the semester. UAF police 
took a report of  the stolen passport so 
he would have a legal excuse.

Intoxicated Person

March 27, 11:01 p.m. - An RA 
in Moore Hall reported a male 
stumbling in a hallway. He admitted 
to consuming two shots of  alcohol and 
registered a .212 on a breathalyzer 
test. He was transported to FCC for 
a sleep off.

Warrant Arrest

March 30, 3:36 a.m. - An officer 
stopped David T. Paul, 19, of  Tok, 
who was hitchhiking by the power 
plant on Alumni Drive. He had an 
outstanding warrant for a probation 
violation and was remanded to FCC.

Senators present:  Gillispie, 
Zakurdaew, Barry-Garland, Hansen, 
Freel, Magnan, Reid.

Senators excused: Rickards.

Senators absent: Quiñones, Hoch, 
Davidson and Garcia.

Board of  Regents: Student 
Representative Enright came and 
spoke with the senate about a variety 
of  topics, ranging from the new 
budget and the Board of  Regents 
plan to choose a new UA president, 
to their hope for student cooperation 
with the smoking ban’s December 
enforcement, as they do not actively 
have a plan in regards to how the ban 
will be enforced other than through the 
removal of  ash trays and placement 
of  plaques banning smoking being 
placed near buildings.

Spring 2015 Travel funding: 
A bill created by Senator Reid 
showcasing which students would 
receive funding from ASUAF to travel 
was umanimously passed. The bill was 
carefully put together after weeks of  
committee review of  each application, 
and is dedicated to providing students 
with allotments of  funds for use in 
travel with academic related events 
or functions. $14,000 will be spent 
among 22 students.

305
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Originally, the University Board 

of  Regents asked then Governor Sean 
Parnell for $31.3 million necessary to 
finish the building. By the time the next 
governor, Bill Walker, forwarded it to 
the legislature, oil had slipped to $45 a 
barrel, dramatically reducing state funds, 
which prompted him to reduce funding 
requested of  the legislature to $8 million.

"$8 million would finish the high 
bay, the classrooms and the associated 
hallways and bathrooms that come with 
those," Wohlford said.

The large structural high bay lab 
is unique to Alaska, 100 foot long and 
two and a half  stories tall with four foot 
thick floors. According to Wohlford, an 
earthquake could be simulated in the 
high bay structures lab, along with a 
variety of  other simulations.

"If  they give us $31.3 million, we'll 
have access to the money on July 1. 

Done and occupied by January 2017,"  
Cameron Wohlford, senior project 
manager said. “There’s a renovation 
portion of  Duckering included in that 
31.3."

The number of  freshmen joining the 
College of  Engineering and Mines has 
doubled over a period of  five years.

"The College of  Engineering and 
Mines really needs classrooms," Wohlford 
said.

"Enrollment is still up," Wohlford 
said. The crowding of  the Duckering 
building will not be stemmed until a 
facility large enough for the number of  
students has been constructed, which 
could put UAF's accreditation at risk if  
left unchecked.

National standards set by Ira Fink 
and Associates Inc., a Californian 
private consulting firm, and those set by 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and 

Technology (ABET) require a certain 
number of  square feet per student and 
faculty.

"If  they see a school is completely 
cramped and has no labs, so to speak 
... we could be in danger of  losing our 
accreditation," Wohlford said, qualifying 
that UAF has not yet reached that 
situation.

Plan B1, according to Wohlford, is 
what happens if  the legislature allocates 
no money for the construction of  the new 
engineering facility.

"Basically we leave the site,” Wolford 
said. “From the outside it will look like 
a completed building. The road will be 
back open, the stairs will be back open."

The connecting hallway between 
Duckering and Bunnell will open 
alongside a way for one to get through the 
building from the flag circle to Alumni 
Drive. This option is the most expensive 

one, according to Wohlford.
"It will cost more to bring the 

contractor back," Wohlford said, citing 
the contractor mobilization and staging 
area set up as large expenses. "Just to set 
the site up is about 150 to 200 thousand 
dollars." he said.

"There's a lot of  great people 
between the design and construction 
and management teams. If  we don't 
get any more money they're going to go 
somewhere else. Bringing them back is 
really hard, so you might have to get new 
people." Training new people to get them 
up to speed with the project takes time, 
and costs money.

Other costs include the inflation and 
unaccounted for variables and problems 
that arise as time wears on. "We've 
already suffered a $3 million increase by 
delaying it ... every year beyond here is a 
$2 to $5 million increase."

Engineering building funding uncertain

The moon rises over Fairbanks during Christmas break. During the winter, 
particularly during school breaks, there isn’t much for the international 
students to do in Fairbanks.

Courtesy of Yan Trindade

When few dining resources were 
available and many on-campus facilities 
closed during the winter break, French 
Professor Yelena Matusevich took two 
Brazilian international students, with 
only rudimentary knowledge of  local 
stores for groceries and clothing, on a 
tour of  the city of  Fairbanks.

Matusevich, former French 
professor to petroleum engineer student 
Marcel Soubkovsky-Clemente, took it 
upon herself  to provide a tour around 
Fairbanks to Creamer's Field, Barnes & 
Noble, the Artisan's Courtyard, the oldest 
Catholic church and the downtown area 
and provided some historical facts about 
the city. She felt dismayed and surprised 
that these international students were left 
on campus with little information about 
the facilities the city of  Fairbanks had to 
offer.

"It is just that the services are missing 
because when I talked to Marcel, he said 
when they went to Pennsylvania they took 
them on an excursion to New York on the 
same program to Washington, they took 
care of  them,” she said.

Yan Trindade, an international 
student from Brazil who is studying 
petroleum engineering, said that the 
international students received an 
introductory presentation of  the areas on 
campus as well as bus line schedules and 
the student handbook - which consisted 
of  information about health insurance, 
meal plans and buildings in the university.

Going on the tour with Matusevich 

left Trindade feeling like the city has a 
lot of  activities to offer. “Before that we 
thought that the university was the best 
thing in the city," Trindade said.

Trindade wanted more information 
about the city of  Fairbanks and suggested 
the International Programs & Initiatives 
department offer a tour around the 
city by van that would incorporate 
information about the city, historical 
places, the regional art gallery and the 
Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors 
Center.

“In past years, New Student 
Orientation has coordinated with Explore 
Fairbanks to offer a bus tour of  Fairbanks 
and Outdoor Adventures has offered 
tours of  Fairbanks by bike,” Donna 
Anger, director of  UAF International 
Programs and Initiatives, said. Also 
offered are organized get-togethers by 
the International Student Organization 
(ISO) and programming during the break 
and transportation to Walmart and Fred 
Meyer by Residence Life.

 "We focus on the resources, support 
services, programs and opportunities 
available for students on campus, and 
with the exception of  Fred Meyer College 
Night, we don't take students off of  
campus,” Ronnie Houchin, New Student 
Orientation (NSO) coordinator said. “I 
do encourage the orientation leaders to 
share their favorite Fairbanks hangouts 
and places to see during the more 
informal conversations with students in 
their orientation group,"

 When hearing of  the issues 
expressed by Matusevich and Trindade, 
Houchin thought that all students should 
get out and explore Fairbanks and even 

suggested using the MACS bus system as 
a great way to get around.

 "Whether it's winter break or spring 
break or any other time during the 
academic year, students should make the 
most of  their time in Fairbanks by taking 
advantage of  all the city has to offer," said 
Houchin.

 He also mentioned a number of  
departments on campus, including 
Outdoor Adventures and the LIVE 
Program, which offer programs 
throughout the year that take students 
out into Fairbanks and the surrounding 
area.

 Matusevich suggested that programs 
such as these also provide information 
on amenities offered by the city of  
Fairbanks, informational flyers be posted 
on the doors of  students who stay on 
campus over winter break before the 
break begins and an advertisement be 
posted on The Sun Star or Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner to see who would be 
interested in providing day tours or being 
a host during the holidays.

From her editorial, "International 
students deserve better reception at UAF," 
which was published in the News-Miner, 
Matusevich received a response from a 
UAF student who had studied abroad to 
Germany as well as a couple of  e-mails 
from people saying they would love to 
get involved and wanted to know where 
they could apply or ask about hosting an 
international student for Christmas break 
or inviting them to Christmas dinner and 
showing them around.

Compared to other universities 
worldwide, UAF is “similar in providing 
a combination of  university-focused 
information and programming and 
practical information on local services 
and events,” Anger said.

She hopes in the future for orientation 
information to be provided online so that 
students can access the information prior 
to their arrival at UAF and so they have 
continuous access to the information. 
The goal is to ensure domestic and 
international students have a positive and 
successful experience at UAF.

Brazilian international student Ianny 
Andrade, who also stayed on campus 
during winter break, felt that it would've 
been useful to know that the Wood 
Center would close, or that she wouldn’t 
have anything to do here.

"It was depressing," Andrade said 
about staying on campus during winter 
break. "Everything was closed, it was 
dark most of  the time and there weren’t 
many things to do." She suggested that 
"these programs should try to make some 
activities for students who stay, because 
in my experience, we were completely 
forgotten."

Some international students 
neglected over breaks

Addis Gonzalez
Sun Star

"CSC, or the cyber security club 
here at UAF is pretty much devoted to 
everything related to computer network 
security, basically making sure hackers 
or red team members can't penetrate our 
systems," student Noah Betzman said.

Many students are in the club to 
learn more about security, while others 
are there for the opportunities it creates.

"My favorite thing about the club 
would be the marketability it adds to our 
resumes,” Betzman said. “It teaches us a 
lot of  hands-on skills,"

"There's a huge need for computer 
security these days," graduate student 
Shane Tachick said.

The group also goes to a variety of  
competitions throughout the year, where 
their skills in information security defense 
are put to the test. To win, the UAF team 
must secure servers and keep the flow of  
information to users normal, while an 
opposing red, or hacking team, tries to 
disrupt this.

The upcoming National Collegiate 
Cyber  Defense Competition, which UAF 
has been invited to, is an example of  one 
of  these competitions. The competition 
will be April 24-26, and UAF will compete 
against universities such as Berkley and 
University of  Texas.

Cyber Security 
Club will 
attend national 
competition

The process of  cleaning buildings 
during the day and switching janitorial 
nighttime schedules gained momentum 
this July, accelerating at the beginning of  
spring semester 2015.

Now roughly 80 percent of  buildings 
at UAF are cleaned during the day, under 
the supervision of  Martin Klein, business 
manager of  the division of  auxiliary and 
contract services.

The changes have reduced costs and 
increased complaints throughout the 
campus.

Klein said calculating savings on 

energy conservation can get complicated 
especially when it comes to lighting 
systems at UAF.

The transition to daytime cleaning 
has helped provide energy savings since 
lights in the hallways of  buildings can be 
left off. 

"We did place a meter on a building 
and compared the electrical usage 
between days when the building was 
cleaned at night and when it wasn't," 
Klein said. "If  we then extrapolate that 
savings to the square footage cleaned on 
campus, we'd then be able to come up 
with a very rough savings estimate of  
around $60,000 to $70,000 per year.”

On March 16, the Wood Center’s 
cleaning switched from a night to day 

schedule.
However, due to complaints from 

Wood Center staff and employees, the 
Wood Center contractor, Klein’s cleaning 
staff and building coordinator met last 
Monday to discuss the best options going 
forward with the cleaning schedule for 
the Wood Center.

Janitors cleaning the building during 
the day when the Wood Center was busy 
holding events created conflict.

The discussion resulted in the 
conclusion that the best course of  action 
was to revert to nighttime cleaning at the 
Wood Center. The change was made 
effective on March 31.

“The feedback we have been 
receiving continues to be overwhelmingly 

in support of  day cleaning,” Klein said.
He says he’s continuing to tweak 

cleaning schedules in specific areas to 
meet users needs.

Vacuuming in the library during the 
day has disrupted students trying to study.  
Klein says the contractor is bringing in 
and testing quieter vacuums.

“We do ask that occupants of  those 
buildings [on a day cleaning schedule] 
allow the custodians to get into the offices 
to simply clean up and pick up trash. 
Usually it should only take a few minutes 
and that allows them to assure the offices 
are remaining clean,” Klein said on 
UAF's Grapevine online forum.

Move to daytime cleaning saves money, increases conflict
David Spindler
Sun Star

- continued from pg 1
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Join the 
conversation! 

Like UAF Sun 
Star on Facebook 
to get fresh UAF 

news right on your 
feed, and comment 

along with other 
readers!
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GSA Drag show raises more than $1,000

Left: Jasmine Dierenfield lip syncs while two others 
act in the background during the 2015 Drag Show. 
- Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Right: Belly dancers 
perform during the intro 
act of the 2015 drag show 
on Friday night. - Zayn Roohi 
/ Photo Editor

Above: Host Alyssa Quntyane 

introduces the belly dancers 

near the start of the 2015 drag 

show. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Audience members were encouraged to give donations to their 
favorite act, which resulted in them doing it in a multitude of 
ways. Methods ranged from throwing it in the air to stuffing it 
down a performer’s shirt. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

More than 100 people attended the 
third annual Kings and Queens drag 
show last Friday night in the Wood 
Center Ballroom.

The show was hosted by the Gay 
Straight Alliance as a fundraiser for the 
club, and managed to raise more than 
$1,000 from ticket sales and donations. 
In addition to the $5 ticket cost, audience 
members were encouraged to give money 
to their favorite acts. The methods that 
audience members used to give money 
ranged from normal to bizarre, with 
some people going to far as to stuff money 
down a performer's shirt.

The acts themselves took on all forms, 
from a group of  belly dancers opening 
the show, to a break dance crew closing 
it. There was also a band performing live, 
dancing and lip syncing throughout the 
night.

The night closed out with everyone 
coming on stage together for a brief  
performance and thank you to the 
audience.
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Find courses at elearning.uaf.edu/go/courses

Complete the simple online application

Register for a UAF eLearning summer course

Tuition Awards will be granted to qualified students with 
financial need on a first-come, first-serve basis until funds run out.

Application Period: April 15 - May 15

UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

Apply for a UAF eLearning Tuition Award
Get 3 summer credits FREE

Apply at elearning.uaf.edu/go/tuitionaward

eL
ea

rn
ing & Distance Education

STEP 2

STEP 1

“Wonderful class − wonderful 
teacher. Well organized. It was 
online but it rivaled in−person 
classes. It just goes to show that 

online can be just as good as in−
person if it is thought out and 

well planned.”

“This online course has 
worked well for me because 
of my work schedule on the 

North Slope. I can work ahead 
when I’m at home and that’s a huge 
reason for my current success with 

these online classes.”

“I didn’t even know an online 
experience could be that dynamic 

and interactive. The experience 
took learning from home to a 

whole new level!”

Choose the right online class.

KPC is known for offering the 
best online classes in the state 
of Alaska, and our students are 
letting us know!

At Kenai Peninsula College, quality 
is our top priority. Our students’ 
experiences speak for themselves...

K P C

NOT ALL 
ONLINE 
CLASSES ARE 
CREATED
EQUAL!

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer and educational institution

WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU
1 (877) 262-0330
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He is a "tremendous person" with a 
strong will to learn and his work ethic is 
"second to none," Ferguson said.

This determined attitude led Parayko 
to where he is today. Signing the contract 
is a major milestone. Despite leaving UAF 
early, “It is a dream of  every kid to sign 
an NHL contract, so it was an incredible 
feeling,” he said.

"I'm always disappointed when a 
player leaves school before graduating, 
but this is a tremendous opportunity for 
Colton and his hockey career," Ferguson 
said.  "This is the next step for him to 
make his dream of  playing in the National 
Hockey League a reality."

Leaving the hockey “group of  
guys” has never crossed Parayko’s mind. 
Picturing life without hockey, “doesn’t 
look good.” He is so devoted to the sport 
that he will continue classes while playing 
for the Blues and will finish his degree in 
about a year.

Parayko’s goal has been playing 
in the NHL. He wants to play hockey, 
move to Europe to play more hockey 
and eventually start his own business, 
he said. As a business owner, if  he really 
misses the game he will try his hand at 
coaching hockey, he said. One thing is 
certain though, returning players will 
help carry the leadership load while the 
Nanooks move forward, Ferguson said, 
while Parayko excels with his new team.

- continued from pg. 1

Colton Parayko, 21, signed with the 
St. Louis Blues hockey team after 
three years at UAF.

Nanook hockey 
player signs with 
NHL team

The Students of  Change club (SoC) is 
hosting its first ever 5K run on Saturday, 
April 18 at 9 a.m. beginning and ending 
at the UAF Police Department.  Its goal 
is to bring awareness to sexual assault 
and raise funds for local victims during 
April, which is Sexual Assault Awareness 
month.

“Alaska holds the highest rates of  
sexual assault. As of  2011, the reported 
crimes say that 31 percent of  women in 
Fairbanks experienced sexual assault, and 
57 percent experienced intimate partner 
violence, sexual assault or both,” Brittany 
Luckman, SoC president, said.

All the funds from Run for Respect 
will go to Interior Alaska Center for 
Non-Violent Living (IAC), according to 
Luckman.

She says IAC is the only shelter of  
its kind to provide these services in the 
Interior of  Alaska.

With only minimal funding 
available, IAC provides secure shelter 
and immediate safety for women and 
their children who are experiencing 
domestic violence or sexual assault. 
IAC also provide information, referrals 
and training to community members 
and businesses, according to IAC 
representative Kara Carlson.

“In 2013 IAC responded to 141 
sexual assault calls at the hospital,” 
Carlson said."All donations assist us in 
being able to maintain services for those 
who are impacted by domestic violence 
and sexual assault in our community." 

“By supporting and strengthening 
this resource, really the whole Fairbanks 
community benefits,” said personal 
survivor and SoC and Nanook Diversity 
& Action Council (NDAC) member Amy 
Cross.

Restricted by low funding, social 
programs such as IAC experience 

Run for Respect 5K brings 
awareness to sexual assault

Addis Gonzalez
Sun Star

financial obstacles. “It is sad that with 
Alaska having such high rates, we 
only have one shelter to provide these 
services,” Luckman said.

But Carlson says “we are able to 
keep our administrative costs low so that 
most of  the funds raised go directly into 
services for survivors.”

IAC also has The Sexual Assault 
Response Team (SART), which is 
a coordinated response with law 
enforcement, an advocate and a forensic 
nurse examinee to ensure the best care 
of  the survivor and the best possible 
chance at prosecution of  sexual assault, 
according to Carlson.

In order to prevent sexual assault, 
faculty advisor Andrea Greenberg says 
the “key is education for the community, 
law enforcement and the courts. Taking 
sexual assault claims serious, supporting 
victims - not re-victimizing them - as they 
progress through the process of  collecting 
evidence and going to trial.”

“The more that the community 
hears and reads about a social problem, 
the more likely it will get elevated to a 
higher priority status in their perceptions 
of  community needs and funding,” 
Greenberg said.

There will also be a ‘Take Back the 
Night’ walk on Friday evening April 
10 hosted by NDAC, according to 
Greenberg.

This free event will raise awareness 
of  sexual assault by featuring speakers 
including survivors. The event will also 
include a candle vigil and a rally which 
will begin in Constitution Park, according 
to Cross.

The weekend following Run for 
Respect will be Walk a Mile in Her Shoes. 
This is an international walk done to end 
sexual assault, rape and gender violence, 
which invites men to gear up in high heels 
and “walk a mile in her shoes,” according 
to Cross.

If you go:
“Take Back the Night” Walk

What: Walk, candle vigil and rally, 
including guest speakers to raise 

awareness of sexual assault

When: Friday, April 10. Starts at 
Constitution Park.

Cost: Free and open to everyone

Run For Respect

What: 5K walk/run to raise 
awareness for sexual assault and 

fundraiser for Interior Alaska Center 
for Non-Violent Living

When: April 18, sign ups at 9 a.m., 
race at 10 a.m. Starts outside of UAF 

police station

Cost: Registration is $15 students, 
$20 general admission, and $10 for 
children 15 and under. Registration 

at https://sites.google.com/a/
alaska.edu/run-for-respect-2015/.

Info: Brittany Luckman, 
baluckman@alaska.edu

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes

What: International walk to help 
end gender violence. Men are 

encouraged to wear high heels.

When: Saturday, April 25 at 2 p.m. in 
Pioneer Park parking lot.

Cost: Registration $20, $25 with 
shoe rental

Info: http://www.iacnvl.org/events

Most students are required to pay 
the $75 Student Recreation Center fee 
each semester. Some do so willingly, while 
others express frustration. However, the 
fee has purpose and gym use benefits 
students.

Students taking nine or more credits 
pay the $75 fee each semester, which 
was passed by students, Mark Oldmixon, 
director of  the UAF Department of  
Adventure, Recreation, and Wellness 
(DRAW) said. It resembles a mortgage, 
covering the cost of  the facility’s 
construction bond. Regardless, some 
students dislike the fee.

“I don’t like any fees,” Heni Barnes, a 
UAF freshman, said. She would exchange 
the fee payment for a food stipend if  she 
never visited the gym. 

Svea Southall, another UAF student, 
said paying the SRC fee is “unfair to 
people who don’t go at all.” Students 
without cars on campus don’t pay for a 
parking pass, so people who don’t utilize 
the SRC shouldn’t have to pay the fee, 
she said. Although these students dislike 
the fee, they appreciate the SRC. It is a 
“really nice facility,” Southall said.

According to the DRAW website, 
the SRC has welcomed gym-goers to its 
55,799 square foot area since 1994. It 
houses three basketball courts, a weight 
room, fitness studio, rock climbing wall, 
cardio equipment and a one-eighth 
mile running track. These amenities 
are available 
once people 
pay the fee or 
purchase day 
passes. Also, 
the fee allows 
s t u d e n t s 
access to the 
c l i m b i n g 
tower, Patty 
Pool, Patty Ice Arena and Hulbert 
Nanook Terrain Park, Oldmixon said. 
Experiencing these things is not free.

Some students use the gym to 
their advantage despite the fee. Dr. BJ 
Aldrich, Director of  the UAF Health 
and Counseling Center, said students 

use the gym to achieve and maintain a 
healthy weight. Students also experience 
diversity at the SRC, Kaydee Miller, 
SRC Assistant Director of  Wellness, said. 
She is happy to present students with a 
social atmosphere and the “opportunity 

i n  c o l l e g e 
to establish 
h e a l t h y 
routines.”

For some 
s t u d e n t s , 
using the SRC 
changed their 
life. Franklin 
Cederstrom, 

a freshman in mechanical engineering, 
plays intramural hockey and attends the 
gym nearly every day. He broke his back 
in 23 places during a snow machining 
accident, causing doctors to think he 
would never walk again. However, lifting 
weights and playing sports aided his 

recovery. He is now close to the physical 
condition he was in before the injury, 
living with less pain, he said. He beat 
the odds and came out on top, he said, 
because he overlooked the fee and used 
the SRC to his benefit.

The gym influences masses of  people. 
In the past year 3,740 students who paid 
the fee visited the gym, Oldmixon said. 
During the spring 2015 semester, 425 
students participated in intramural sports, 
Miller said. Additionally, according to 
a PowerPoint entitled “The Benefits of  
Campus Recreation” by Dr. Forrester 
for the National Intramural-Recreational 
Sports Association, 90 percent of  students 
say campus recreation will help them stay 
healthy after graduation. Recreation 
facilities also influence students “to 
continue attending their chosen college,” 
Forrester said. Influencing others and 
benefiting them for their future is a 
positive outcome of  paying the SRC fee.

“The SRC fee could be a little 
less,” Elizabeth Hanson, a photography 
student, said. However, the fee might 
encourage students to use the facility they 
paid for, she said.

“Some people will not have gym 
access this readily available to them in 
their lives for a while,” Miller said. Until 
the bond expires in 2018, students will 
continue to pay the SRC fee.

After the bond expires, university 
administration or students decide 
the future of  the fee, Oldmixon said. 
However, he believes fee payment should 
continue.

“While the bond expires in 2018, the 
building does not. It will require repairs 
and maintenance,” he said. Furthermore, 
the gym is not fully functional at its 
current size. Continuing the $75 fee to 
save for use towards expanding the SRC 
“would be wise,” he said.

The SRC is a warm haven in the winter for a multitude of people, from intramural athletes to students looking to 
workout. It’s funded by a fee that all students are required to pay, however, and many disagree with this.

 Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Jessica Herzog
Sun Star

Stuents consider SRC fee, use gym to their benefit

“Students without cars on 
campus don’t pay for a parking 

pass, so people who don’t 
utilize the SRC shouldn’t have 

to pay the fee,”
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Let Rasmuson Library 
Empower Your Research  

Attend FREE upcoming workshops!  
 

For more information visit 
 http://bit.ly/libwkshps 

 
Web of Science:                           3/5/15 
Basic Search and Navigation                 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 
Endnote X7 Fast Start                               3/10/15 
                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 
Web of Science:                                        3/12/15 
Using Advance Search                             1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE  
 
Literature Review Workshop             3/24/15  
                                                               12:45 – 3:00 p.m. 
                                              Rasmuson Library 
                                             Room 301 
 
EndNote Advance                                     3/26/15 
                                                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                                  ONLINE 

 
Endnote Basic                                           4/2/15 
                                                                  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
                                                                   ONLINE 
 

 
Contact: 

library.uaf.edu 
907.474.7481 
@uaflibrary 

AskRasmusonLibrary@uaf.libanswers.com 

The leading cause of  death in 
Alaska for people between the ages of  
15 and 24 is suicide according to the 
Alaska Department of  Health and Social 
Services. At UAF, there have been two 
suicides in the past year according to the 
UAF police department.

The student health center, UAF PD 
and many people at UAF are trying to do 
their part to reduce the numbers.

"Knowing about five suicides in the 
four years I've been here [Fairbanks] is 
heartbreaking. I wanted to do something 
about it," Nicole Cowans, UAF student 
majoring in psychology and theater and 
president of  Psi Chi, said. Cowans, as 
part of  her thesis, arranged for Sarah 
McConnell, UA behavioral health 
training coordinator, to offer her suicide 
prevention training for free at UAF. "I 
found a topic that I was passionate about 
and one that affected me. Looking back 
in my college career as a graduating 
senior, that is an issue that has stuck out 
to me that I can address," Cowans said.

In the spring months, March and 
April, seem to be a time period where, for 
whatever reason, people become more 
anxious, maybe more depressed," BJ 
Aldrich, director of  the UAF health and 
counseling center, said. The most effective 
mental health treatments, according to 
Aldrich, include exercise, counseling and 
medication.

University PD's role in wellness

Alaska law dictates police can take 
people into custody if  they believe the 
person is incapable of  caring for his or 
herself  if  the person is a threat to others.

"Depending on the totality of  their 
circumstances we may detain them in an 
involuntary commitment," Goetz said. 
Involuntary commitments only occur 
if  the police cannot get an individual to 
voluntarily commit and have determined 
that he or she may have suicidal intent.

"We try to get them to voluntarily go 
to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital. We'll 
transport them there," Goetz said. Police 
can conduct a welfare check to ensure 
that a person is not dangerous and is 
capable of  taking care of  themselves at 
the request of  Residence Life, the dean 
of  students, the health and counseling 
center, or the general public.

Medication options at the 
student health center

The health and counseling center 
contains a formulary, a pharmacy that 
cannot fill outside prescriptions, with 
a variety of  stocked medications pre-
approved by UAF's insurance company. 
The formulary is used to dispense 
medications as part of  a visit and carries 
a variety of  anti-depressant selective 
serotonin re-uptake inhibitors.

"We carry some of  the most common 
ones. Our antidepressants for a month 
are $10," Aldrich said.

A patient at the health and counseling 
center may present issues that the staff 
are not equipped to handle.

"Occasionally we run into mental 
health issues," Aldrich said. In the cases of  
schizophrenia, bi-polar disorder, manic 
depression and multiple personalities 
disorder, the health and counseling center 
refers an individual to a psychiatrist, 
which can be a challenge considering the 
lack of  psychiatrists in Fairbanks, Aldrich 
said.

Student health center budget 
break-down

Sale of  medications and lab fees 
compose about 10 percent of  the health 
and counseling center budget. Seventy 
percent of  the budget comes from the 
health and counseling center fee, a $110 
fee mandatory for students taking nine 
credits or more. Students who pay the fee 
receive unlimited medical visits and up to 
six free counseling sessions, each session 
costing $15 thereafter. Twenty percent 
of  the budget comes from UAF general 
funds which, if  cut, would require that 
the health and counseling center cut 
personnel or increase the student fee.

SAD lights available to students

Increasing daylight in April can 
lead to sleep disorders, which mirror the 
increase in cases of  seasonal affective 
disorder (SAD) that the health and 
counseling center sees in November. 
According to Aldrich, good health 
requires exercise, getting decent sleep 
and good nutrition. Bad sleep habits are 
rampant among college students and 
require a reset of  the circadian rhythm, 
which the health and counseling center 

can help with. SAD lights are available 
for rent from the health and counseling 
center, which help to treat the symptoms 
of  SAD.

Diet options

"I tell people go talk to the people at 
dining services, see what they can do to 
help you because they will really bend 
over backwards to help you," Aldrich 
said. "I wish we had a dietician." The 
health and counseling center brings up 
a nutritionist once a semester to help 
students with their nutritional needs, 
who will be coming to UAF for one day 
in mid-April. Dining Services did not 
comment regarding the potential to fill 
student requests.

Other services offered to 
students

Throughout the year, the health 
and counseling center deals with urgent 
care, STD screening, birth control and 
chronic care. A lot of  the mental issues 
that students face are handled by the 
medical side of  the health and counseling 
center, according to Aldrich. Counselors 
help students with a variety of  issues 
ranging from trouble with a roommate 
or homesickness up to suicidal intent. 
They also offer couples counseling, offer 
outreach programs, have group sessions 
and aid Residence Life with alcohol 
training sanctions.

"We have a great set of  counselors 
who have a lot of  experience," Aldrich 
said.

Chris Hoch
Sun Star

Suicide: Number one killer of young adults in Alaska
UAF takes measures against mental health illnesses, ensures community safety

Repairs to Walsh Hall are expected 
to take at least until 2016, partially due 
to the expense of  the project, the need to 
turn off heat to do repairs, which is more 
convenient to do in summer months, and 
UAF awaiting to see what its insurance 
company will cover, according to Scott 
Bell, associate vice chancellor for facilities 
services.

The utilidoors, tunnels containing 
piping for heating and water between 
buildings, beneath Walsh Hall sustained 
damage after the pipes burst, on January 
26 at 4:30 a.m., releasing steam and 
asbestos. The 16 residents were relocated 
and all heat and water to facilities north 
and east of  MBS were cut, affecting a 
total of  366 residents.

Buildings that lost heat on that 40 
below day were the Whitaker Building, 
the MacLean and Bunnell houses, Hess 
Village, and Hardwood, Stuart and 
Walsh Halls.

Immediate temporary repairs cost 
about $30,000, according to Bell.

"We are waiting for the insurance 
companies to complete their review of  
the damage and let us know what they 
will pay for," Bell said.

"An expansion joint that was in the 
steam line that accommodates growth 
and shrinking with variation in pipe 
temperature got stressed beyond its limits 
and broke," Bell said.

The utilidoor system in the area is 
a five feet wide and six feet tall tunnel. 
The damage to the steam pipe released 
hot steam into the tunnel, raising the 
temperature to 300 degrees Fahrenheit, 
which damaged the water line. The 
temperature is normally between 60-110 
degrees Fahrenheit.

The water broke up and damaged 
some of  the asbestos insulation the 
utilidoors were installed with many years 
ago, which carried it throughout the 
utilidoor as the water spread between the 
Rasmuson Library and Hardwood Hall, 
approximately 1,000 feet. Because of  the 
slope in the utilidoor, water depth ranged 
from zero to 12 feet.

Walsh Hall's 10 apartments received 
damage not only from the steam but 
also had its fire sprinklers go off, which 
resulted in even more water damage 
to the floors, ceilings, walls, furniture, 

windows, cabinets and doors.
Residents in the Student Apartment 

Complex were consolidated, which, 
as their contract stipulates, involves 
placing those who have only paid for a 
double-shared room with roommates. 
Consolidation requires a resident move, 
which the Residence Life hired movers 
also assisted with.

"They moved those of  us who had 
less than four roommates into other 
apartments that had less than four 
roommates," Brittany Blood, UAF 
engineering student, said. Blood says 
she was sent an e-mail on Thursday and 
was required to be moved by Tuesday, a 
challenge because of  school."I went up 
there and saw basically just like a pile of  
trash right outside the door of  my old 
apartment ... I saw things that were mine, 
like my blanket that they missed when 
they were moving me," Blood said.

Blood's roommate moved into MBS 
instead of  being consolidated, opting to 
avoid the trouble of  meeting and making 
friends with new roommates at a time 
when school is becoming especially time 
consuming.

Residence Life was less frustrated.
"The way our staff and our residents 

reacted to this was exemplar," Bradley 
Bishop, first year experience coordinator 
for Residence Life, said. "The day it 
happened we were there until eight 
o'clock at night, nine o'clock at night 
helping the residents making sure they 
had a space." Residence Life allocated 
space in MBS, Cutler and in Hess Village 
for relocation.

"Everyone was kind of  unprepared," 
Chris Ponce, former Walsh Hall resident, 
said.

"I heard ticking in the floor because 
the pipes were under me,” Ponce said, 
who called facilities services around 
4 a.m. the day of  the burst. Ponce saw 
steam outside of  the window, which 
prompted him to check the laundry 
room. "I opened the door and saw a 
whole bunch of  steam," he said.

Ponce and his girlfriend were moved 
into Bartlett for eight days, before being 
relocated into family housing in Harwood 
Hall. Ponce was compensated $200 in 
Munch Money, which was to cover the 
expenses incurred by not being able to 
live in his former residence.

Walsh Hall repairs will 
take until 2016 after 
January pipe burst
Chris Hoch
Sun Star
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Tried so hard, got so far, 
and in the end it doesn’t  
even matter

When you call someone up to ask for 
an interview, usually one of  two things 
will happen. One, they agree to talk and 
you have your interview right then and 
there or two, they say they’re too busy 
right now and you should call back at a 
specific, better time for them.

The first scenario is ideal because 
you get the information immediately 
and both of  you can move on with your 
lives. The second is also fine. We all have 
different schedules and working around 
them is preferable to asking someone 
questions when they’re uncomfortable 
and rushed.

While interning at the Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner, I had my fair share of  
both scenarios. I’ve had to get up at 6 a.m. 
to interview a lively gospel singer for the 
Motown Cabaret because that was the 
only time he had free to talk. I’m lucky 
he was the kind of  guy who answers a 
five word question with a five paragraph 
essay because I was not entirely conscious 
at the time.

Being an intern almost feels like 
being a lightning rod sometimes. You 
sometimes take the stories that no one 
else wants to do, or like lightning striking 
twice, they don’t want to do again. One 
day I was assigned to write an article 
about the rising senior population in 
Alaska. What I thought was going to be 
my most awful experience at the News-
Miner ended up being my most awful 
experience at the News-Miner.

My first contact was the state 
demographer, who had done the original 
research on the rising senior population. 
He was a scenario two, not at his office 
but I left a message and he called me 
back soon enough. He was a little dry, but 
definitely knew his topic. He answered 
all questions straight and to the point. 
What he didn’t know he looked up and 
calculated and sent the information back 
to me. Efficient and knowledgeable.

With the raw numbers and facts in 
hand, I needed first-hand experiences 
to see if  this old person influx actually 
mattered at all. I called up two local 
organizations that handled senior 
problems. They were the Fairbanks 
Senior Center and Raven Landing. They 
were both scenario one. One call got 
straight through to whom I needed to 
talk to and the other had me transferred 
from the front desk to who I wanted.

The two women who answered 
were some of  the most kind and 
knowledgeable people I have ever 
interviewed. To my surprise, they were a 
pleasure to talk with. They were able to 
tell me in detail everything I wanted to 
know about their organization and how 
the senior population affected them. As 
it turned out, yes, the number of  seniors 
in Fairbanks is a problem since there is 
not enough care available to assist all 

of  them. “The Fairbanks Senior Center 
estimates the senior population will triple 
by 2030.” Excellent quotes and facts were 
added into my article.

This is where the things went 
downhill. I needed to talk to one more 
organization to get a fuller picture of  
the situation and I almost hesitate to put 
the name up front. I get it, everyone has 
a bad day sometimes. Sometimes things 
just don’t work out. Maybe I was calling 
at the wrong times, the wrong week, the 
wrong people. However, when a state 
organization, the Pioneer Home, has 
absolutely no idea what I’m talking about 
in reference to a rising senior population, 
something seems off.

I tried calling everyone: the 
administrator, the managers in two 
different cities, the acting administrator, 
the front desks, both of  the public 
information officers. Less than half  of  
them answered their phones and didn’t 
respond to messages and the ones who 
did pick up sounded confused and said 
they didn’t know anything about what 
I was asking. I wasn’t asking anything 
strange or difficult, it was mostly the 
same questions I had for all the previous 
interviewees. Still, everyone claimed to 
know nothing or didn’t call back.

Some time after I had called all the 
people in the organization who I thought 
were relevant, I got a call back from one 
of  the public information officers. Usually 
this is a great thing, it means they’ve come 
up with what you asked for and have it 
ready for you. However, this was not 
the case. The first time I had called this 
person, it was a troublesome experience. 
Within seconds of  saying hello, we were 
trying to talk over each other and tempers 
were flaring. This was the first time in my 
life I had ever felt like I was destined to 
be enemies with someone, despite not 
knowing a single personal thing about 
them. Anyways, the reason she had called 
was to tell me that I was out of  line trying 
to go around her, the public information 
officer, while gathering information. That 
was the moment I gave up on getting 
anything from the Pioneer Home. I didn’t 
care any more.

The article was already in a finished 
form. I only needed the Pioneer Home’s 
thoughts on the matter. Two weeks later I 
got the number of  beds they had at their 
Fairbanks home. I added one line to my 
article and turned it in.

Was it worth it? Absolutely not. All 
that effort ended up being for nothing 
other than being able to say I tried. What 
I learned was that sometimes you have 
to know when to stop. Everything should 
have a good, definite end. Waiting for 
someone else to do your work probably 
isn’t the best solution.

Otherwise, working at the News-
Miner was a nice experience. There’s 
good people there, a good place to learn 
the profession and plenty of  opportunities 
to learn something new.

EDITORIAL

Eric Bennett
Copy Editor

Blackwater Railroad Company 
played an all-ages show on April 4 in 
Gulliver's Bookstore, and has partnered 
with Gulliver's to develop a "lending 
library" for musical instruments.

Blackwater Railroad Company is a 
band from Seward, consisting of  Issac 
London on vocals/percussion, Katy 
Larkin on cello, Noah Hull Diamond 
on fiddle, Tyson Davis on guitar/
vocals and Andy Zamarripa on bass/
vocals. Larkin does all the graphic 
design for the group, including album 
artwork.

The band started a "music lending 
library" in Seward, wherein they loan 
out instruments to kids and jam with 
them as well. It's a way for them to 
impact the community in a positive 
way, according to Davis. Blackwater 
Railroad Company has partnered 
with Gulliver's so that you can trade an 
instrument for a ticket to their show at 
the Blue Loon on May 16, which will 
be used to help start a similar program 
in Fairbanks.

"We really want to make a living at 
this. This is our passion ... [this band] 
is the realization of  a dream," Davis 
said. 

"It's my family. These guys are my 
family now," Larkin said.

The band's new album, “Sound 
of  Home,” is going on advance sale 
at Gulliver's and is now available. 
“Sound of  Home” was recorded in a 
dry cabin off the grid, which required 
a lot of  extra effort but injects a certain 
level of  authenticity, according to the 
band. "This second album we have 
really started coming out with our own 
sound, " Zamarripa said.

"It's a way to get to know each of  
us personally ... It's a little piece of  

ourselves and what home means to 
us," Larkin said.

"So far we've gotten nothing but 
love, and that excites us. That makes 
us want to put ourselves out there that 
much more ... [“Sound of  Home”] is a 
culmination of  all the love and support 
we've received up to this point," 
London said.

"We didn't move to Alaska to 
become working musicians. This 
opportunity just kind of  appeared," 
Davis said. The Seward community, 
by providing monetary, emotional 
and social support, was able to propel 
Blackwater Railroad Company to 
success. 

"They saw the vision before we did 
... we bought into that," Larkin said.

Word of  mouth has had a large 
impact on the band, spurring them 
to play in small communities such as 
Homer. The band has played all along 
the highway as well as in some rural 
areas, and was even contracted to play 
for a wedding.

"Alaska. It's a big state but it’s a 
small town," London said.

"We met at an open mic at the 
Yukon," Zamarripa said, reminiscing 
with Davis, referring to getting their 
start as a band in Seward. They 
knew Larkin and Diamond, and later 
discovered London at a karaoke event. 
Each band member hails from a 
different part of  the United States, but 
met in Seward in fall of  2013.

Blackwater Railroad Company 
will be playing a 21+ show at the 
Blue Loon on May 16, tickets will be 
available at Gulliver's Bookstore. On 
May 17 they will be playing a free all-
ages show at Gulliver's Bookstore and 
jamming with kids. Later the same day 
they'll play from 8 p.m. until close at 
the Boatel.

The blue grass band Black Water Railroad Company played at Gulliver’s Books 
on Saturday afternoon.

Chris Hoch / Sun Star

Chris Hoch
Sun Star

Blackwater Railroad Company 
teams with Gulliver’s to 
develop musical lending library

The Pub covers up for 15th time
in Literacy Council fundraiser

Above: Barcelona Boys Choir gets the crowd moving 
by singing “Hey Ya” by Outkast. - Sam Allen / 
Editor-in-Chief

Above: Sam Dejesus from Wolf 
A.D. screams with a member of 
the crowd. - Sam Allen / Editor-
in-Chief

Left: Robin Zimmerman of Shagg 
belts out “Don’t Stop Believing” 
by Journey. - Sam Allen / Editor-
in-Chief

Chris Hoch / Sun Star
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Woman on the Street
Addis Gonzalez / Sun Star

“What do you think about this year’s SpringFest choice
of musical artist, Sammy Adams?”

This week, we asked students:

Search the 
Editor-in-Chief 

job listing 
number 

0070252

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam 
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

“The choice of  artist is 
quite a step down from 
previous years. I’ll give 
him a chance but am 
still disappointed.” 

- Brandon Blum, 
sophomore 

political science 
and philosophy 

student

“I don’t know who he 
is but my best friend is 
like, in love with him.” 

-Brittany 
Luckman, senior 

sociology student

“No comment!” 

- Eran Eads, 
senior english 

student

“I have no idea who he 
is. My friend is on the 
concert board and said 
I’d really like him.” 

- Erin Krogstad, 
sophomore 

aviation and art 
student

“I’ve heard of  him. I 
heard his song once. I 
hope his other music is 

good.”

 - Jesse Klejka, 
sophomore 

biology student

“Not my cup of  tea.” 

- Laya Cox, 
freshman 

business student

Tuesday 7
Registration and fee payment for 
degree students is open for fall 
2015.

1:10-1:50 p.m. - Leadership Lunch: 
Libby Eddy, UAF Registrar, food 
catered by CTC Culinary Club.
 
7 p.m. Leadership Workshop: It 
Pays to Volunteer!
Wanna volunteer?! Volunteering is 
great for your community and your 
resume! Find out where/how to get 
involved while at UAF.
Snacks and light drinks will be 
provided. Register online at https://
www.uaf.edu/woodcenter/leadership/

-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia

Wednesday 8
5:30-6:30 p.m. – UAF Peony 
Research Showcase in Schaible 
Auditorium. Hosted by UAF Professor 
Pat Holloway.

7-8 p.m. – The Alaska Trio in the 
Davis Concert Hall. This is a free 

concert event. Piano, cello and violin 
make up the trio.

-Over 21-

6:30 p.m. – Hoop Jam in The Pub

10 p.m. – Open Mic at the Marlin

Thursday 9
1:10-2:10 p.m. – Music at One Ten in 
the Davis Concert Hall. Continuing 
series of student performances. Free 
event.

5 p.m. - Deadline for nominations 
for the Art Buswell Public Service 
award, for a graduating senior who 
has demonstrated a commitment 
to public service outside of their 
academic achievement.

https://www.uaf.edu/woodcenter/
leadership/

7-8:30 p.m. – Mary Catherine 
Moroney’s Voice Studio Recital. 
Recital takes place in the Davis 
Concert Hall. Free event.

7:30 p.m. – Painting and Poetry 
in Arctic Java. Bring three original 
pieces to perform and come ready to 

paint.

-Over 21-

8 p.m. – Dan Firmin at The Pub. 
Feverish Fairbanks folkster of 
Feeding Frenzy fame.

10 p.m. – Karaoke at the Marlin

Friday 10
-Over 21-

9 p.m. - Barcelona Boys Choir is 
playing in The Pub. Up-tempo group 
fresh off their Outkast set at the 
Great Cover-Up.  Features guitar, 
trumpet, bass and drums.

Saturday 11
9:30 a.m. - Weekly yoga session, 
U-Park gym. $5

12-3 p.m. - Science Potpourri at 
UAF's Reichardt Building (next to the 
museum).  Experience a wide variety 
of hands-on science fun at this free 
community event. Kids of all ages 
can create floods and earthquakes 
or watch lava flow and volcanoes 

erupt.  Events include physics and 
chemistry demonstrations, Lego 
robotics, slicing rocks, nitrogen ice 
cream and making slime.

7-9 p.m. – Opera Workshop 
Performances in the Davis Concert 
hall. $10 adults, $5 students, seniors 
and military. For more info call 474-
7555 or email laharriger@alaska.edu.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. – Sourdough’s Dreams is 
playing some homemade Alaskan 
rock n' roll in The Pub.

Sunday 12
1 - 10 p.m. - study - Rasmuson 
Library, free and open to the public

Monday 13
Registration and fee payment for 
fall 2015 is open to all students.

-Over 21-

8 p.m. - Poetry Slam in The Pub

ENTERTAINMENT
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With so many online classes 
available, what should you look for?

Knowledgeable faculty - Kenai Peninsula College prides itself on 
offering high quality classes, taught by instructors who are trained in 
distance delivery.

Proven quality - Many KPC courses are Quality Matters (QM) certified.  
QM classes must pass rigorous quality assurance reviews.

Compare class sizes - Don’t get lost in your online class. The maximum 
class size at KPC is 30 students.

A stellar track record - Distance students in the University of Alaska are 
able to take advantage of course offerings throughout the University 
system. KPC is a University leader in distance education.

GIVE KPC A TRY! FALL REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 20.
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU OR CALL US AT 1.877.262.0330

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer & educational institution.


