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Runners begin the Beat Beethoven race that took place on Saturday morning. The challenge of the race was to finish 
before the symphony does, which amounts to running a 5K in approximately 31 minutes. The race was a fundraiser for 
the Fairbanks Symphony, and racers who finished in under 31 minutes got free tickets to a future performance. 

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Runners begin first movement 
against Beethoven

UAF’s adjunct faculty, teaching 
35 percent of  credits and composing 
nearly half  of  UAF faculty according 
to UAF Planning, Analysis and 
Institutional Research (PAIR), are 
facing a pay freeze.

The Senate Finance Committee 
rejected pay increases to 14 unions 
that their contracts stipulate as the 
state attempts to balance its budget 
amidst the oil crisis. Adjunct faculty, 
who are already miffed about their 
poor treatment at UAF, according 
to the United Academics (UNAC), 
began forming plans of  action at their 
meeting on April 10.

“APEA/AFT recognizes the fiscal 
situation of  the State, but contracts 
must be honored. Employees must 
be compensated fairly for providing 
services,” Alaska Public Employees 
Association / American Federation 
of  Teachers (APEA/AFT) President 
Cecily Hodges said. APEA/
AFT represents the Supervisory 
Unit, the Confidential Employees 
Association, United Academics, 
United Academics - Adjuncts, the 
Alaska Higher Education Crafts and 
Trades Employees, Local 6070 and 
the University of  Alaska Federation of  
Teachers (UAFT).

State senate finance committee 
members stated that this would result 
in fewer layoffs and would save jobs by 
reserving more money for balancing 

State gives public 
employees the cold 
shoulder with pay 
freeze
Chris Hoch
Sun Star

Three calves have already been 
born this season at the Agricultural 
and Forestry Experiment Station farm, 
also known as the Reindeer Farm.

They are part of  UAF’s Reindeer 
Research Program, where the “cattle 
of  the north,” as Darrell Blodgett, 
program data specialist  says, are 
housed and studied. The herd started 
when 20 deer from a Seward Peninsula 
were brought to UAF in 1997. It is now 
the program’s 15th year with calves, 
Blodgett said.

Reindeer are synonymous with 
Santa in the Lower 48, Blodgett 
said, but at UAF, the 74 reindeer 
enable agriculture, research about 
nutritional studies and meat quality 
and a relationship with natives on the 
Seward Peninsula.

The Reindeer Research Program 
is the only one of  its kind in the world, 
George Aguiar, program research 
professional, said. People across 
the globe “tap into our database,” 
discovering the farm’s applied 
research, which starts with calves.

This is student farmhand Haley 
Heniff's second calving season on the 
farm. She is a junior studying wildlife 
biology at UAF.

"I feel like I have been trained to 
sense what to do and how to handle 
any calving situation," she said. She 

has helped with several births, ensuring 
the best care for the deer.

"It’s easy to get attached to the 
deer, especially calves," Heniff said. “I 
certainly have my favorites, but don't 
tell them."

Although Heniff gets attached to 
the animals, she "has no reservations" 
about reindeer research, she said.

Studying aspects of  meat quality is 
vital when choosing a product to feed 
yourself  and your family. The farm 
educates people about reindeer, which 
aren't studied in many other places, 

she said.
Workers grow different grasses 

and experiment with food sources, 
exploring reindeer weight gain and 
food preference. Meat is presented 
to taste panels to create a satisfactory 
product, Blodgett said. Workers test 
satellite collars on the herd for use on 
the Seward Peninsula herds. The farm 
even made a portable slaughterhouse 
to encourage the presence of  inspected 
reindeer slaughterhouses in Alaska, 
Blodgett said.

Reindeer: the ‘cattle of the north’
Jessica Herzog
Sun Star

The first calf of the season and her mom live in a pen at the reindeer farm with 
other deer who have never calved before 2015.

Jessica Herzog

Spencer Tordoff
Sun Star

UAF students help 
wood bison return

Extinct in Alaska for the past 
200 years, wood bison have made 
their triumphant return to the Lower 
Innoko/Yukon Rivers region with help 
from a diverse cast, including two UAF 
students. One hundred of  the animals 
were released into the wild on April 
3, after being flown to the village of  
Shageluk.

Freshman Luke Rogers and 
sophomore Gerrit Van Diest, both 
wildlife biology and conservation 
students at UAF, were given the 
chance to help with the wood bison 
restoration project at a crucial phase. 
Over spring break, the students 
assisted with loading the animals in 
specially designed shipping containers 
in Portage, Alaska for transport to their 
new home.

“I was very happy to contribute 
in the way that I did,” said Rogers, a 
lifelong Fairbanksan whose father was 
a lead planner on the project. “It was 
probably one of  the most fulfilling 
things I’ve been a part of.”

Rogers was tasked with locking 
gates that kept the bison separate and 
secured in stalls in the “bison boxes,” 
a final step before the animals were 
transported. Van Diest, meanwhile, 
assisted with restraining the bison and 
performing a final health check before 
they were loaded.

“When you see them [restrained], 
sometimes they’re shaking their head 
around,” said Van Diest, who hails 
from Palmer. “They’re so strong, if  you 
got hit by them, it would just wreck 
you.”

- continued, pg. 3

Title IX listening sessions set for this week
Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

The Office of  Civil Rights, which 
visited campus in October, is giving 
distance students and other students 
who couldn't make last year's Title IX 
information sessions an opportunity 
to listen and speak out about sexual 
harassment and violence. OCR is 
setting up four hour-long conference 
calls between April 15-19. Separate 
call sessions are organized for male 
and female students. 

Title IX regulation prohibits 
gender discrimination at institutions 
that reveive federal funding.  Earlier 
this year the UA system underwent a 
Title IX complience review along with 
63 other higher education institutions.

In early March, the University of  
Alaska e-mailed a survey to 15,000 
students and staff to assess the climate 
surrounding sexual misconduct and 
gauge how well Title IX programs are 
working.

The survey, initially slated to be 
released last semester after a visit 
from federal investigators, received 

responses from 7.3 percent of  people, 
or just under 1,100 people, according 
to UA Statewide Voice.

The results of  the survey, which 
will be kept confidential, will help 
determine where outreach and 
training programs are lacking and 
how to increase their effectiveness.

In an effort for anonymity, the 
university will not retain individual 
survey responses and will summarize 
the data, keeping it within the 
university and sharing it with UA’s 
Title IX offices. 

- continued, pg. 8

- continued, pg. 5
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The Sun Star’s mission as a 
campus voice for UAF is to 
report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce 
and chronicle events 
and provide a forum for 
expression of opinion.

The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary! Letters 
to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words.  
Please include the author’s 
full name and contact 
information (phone, e-mail 
or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the 
address above.  Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in 
the next issue.  All letters 
are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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Letters to the Editor

Staff

POLICE 
BLOTTER

ASUAF
Associated Students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Heather Penn
Sun Star

The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

Warrant Arrest

April 6, 6:26 p.m. - Michael A. 
Kroon, 58, of  Fairbanks was arrested 
at Hess Village for sexual abuse on a 
minor. Officers assisted the Clackamas 
County, Oregon police department in 
carrying out the warrant and arresting 
Kroon. Kroon was remanded to 
Fairbanks Correctional Center to 
await extradition back to Oregon.

Fraud

April 4, 2:46 p.m. - A UAF staff 
member noticed out-of-state activity 
on their credit card. It is thought 
the card information may have been 
stolen during one of  the big company 
breaches though it is unclear which 
company was involved. A report was 
filed with UAF police and the victim 
was referred to the Internet Crime 
Complaint Center. The IC3 works 
with the FBI to aid victims of  identity 
theft.

Agency Assist

March 30, 7:45 p.m. - An active 
alarm at the Blue Loon sent officers to 
assist Alaska State Troopers in looking 
for foul play. Officers cleared the 
building and determined the alarm 
may have been set off accidentally.

March 30, 11:42 p.m. - During a 911 
call from the Parkwest Apartments, off 
University Ave., a woman sounded 
like she was being beat and was heard 
screaming. AST requested backup 
from UAF and arrived on scene. A 
man was arrested and charged with 
domestic violence and the woman was 
taken to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 
for treatment.

April 4, 8:33 p.m. - A 911 call led 
officers to assist the AST at the Oaken 
Keg on College Road when a man 
with an expired license kicked in a 
glass door after the clerk refused to 
sell him alcohol. A verbal argument 
ensued between the clerk, the man 
and another customer. Police believe 
the clerk was in shock and unable 
to provide many details. The clerk 
decided not to press charges though 
both customers were removed from 

the premises and not allowed to return 
for an undetermined time.

April 4, 10:39 p.m. - Just past Bethel 
church on Farmers Loop, AST pulled 
a man over for a traffic violation. The 
driver became combative so officers 
called for assistance. The subject was 
subsequently pepper sprayed to gain 
control. He was arrested for a DUI. 
The passenger was given a ride home 
and the car was impounded.

April 5, 10:54 p.m. - A report of  a 
disturbance at a University Avenue 
residence lead officers to back up AST. 
The report said blood was found in 
the apartment. When officers arrived 
they were unable to find anyone who 
may have been involved. UAF officers 
and AST patrolled the area but did 
not locate the individuals.

Criminal Trespass

April 4, 10:03 p.m. - A man refusing 
to leave The Pub resulted in a 911 call 
to the police. Upon arrival officers 
spoke with the individual and found 
him to be drinking but not drunk. The 
man agreed to leave and walked off of  
campus. Officers issued a six-month 
trespass order.

MVA Hit and Run

April 5, 3:23 p.m. - A pedestrian 
called the police to report they 
witnessed a hit and run on a parked 
vehicle. The subject left without 
leaving a note. Police tracked down 
the individual and he stated he did not 
see any damage, so he didn’t leave a 
note.  Officers confirmed there was no 
damage and the man was sent on his 
way.

Welfare Check

April 6, 7:45 a.m. - Officers on patrol 
spotted a vehicle in the north dorms 
parking lot with the door open. A 
bong was sitting in plain sight as was 
a large bottle of  alcohol. Officers 
located the car’s owner in the dorms 
and informed him his items were 
confiscated. No further action was 
required.

Vandalism

March 30, 10:30 a.m. - No charges 
were filed when an individual kicked 
the passenger side door of  a vehicle 
hard enough to dent it in the north 
upper dorms lot. The individual that 
kicked the door was identified via 
surveillance and agreed to pay to fix 
the car as he knew the victim.

March 31, 5:12 p.m. - Judging by 
footprint size officers believe a juvenile 
may be responsible for the discharge 
of  a fire extinguisher on the 3rd floor 
of  the Arctic Health and Research 
Building. Pictures were taken and the 
investigation is ongoing.

April 1, 3:59 p.m. - A serious case of  
vandalism at the Deer Yard north of  
the Murie building was reported. Seven 
vehicles suffered smashed windshields, 
busted grills and were missing items. 
Trailers on the property were spray 
painted with racial slurs and swastikas 
and had broken windows. Two snow 
machines were also vandalized in the 
spree. The suspects were identified 
after surveillance footage was viewed. 
With pictures taken and evidence 
collected, a warrant was obtained 
for four UAF students. On April 6, 
Storm H. Phillips, 18, of  Aniak; Jacob 
B. Kincaid, 18, of  Palmer; John P. 
Clancy, 19, of  Fairbanks; and Xavier 
S. DeSantiago, 20, of  Fairbanks, were 
arrested and charged with burglary, 
theft two and felony and criminal 
mischief. Some of  the stolen items 
were found in the students’ dorm 
rooms.

April 6, 9:45 a.m. - Confetti from 
a likely torn up book was found on 
the 6th floor of  Rasmuson Library. 
It appeared the rubbish bin had also 
been poured on the floor. There are 
no leads at this time.

Traffic Stop

March 31, 2:04 p.m. - Officers 
stopped Teri L. Jenson, 25, of  
Fairbanks, for driving 52 in a 35 mph 
zone at Aurora and Wembley. Jenson 
did not have insurance. She was issued 
a citation and her car was impounded.

Driving While License Revoked

April 2, 1:30 p.m. - A woman who 
locked herself  out of  her car at the 
Patty Gym flagged down a CSO to 
help her. When a person calls in for 
an unlock the police run their name 
through the system to determine if  the 
car they want to unlock is their car. It 
was determined the car did belong to 
the woman but her license had been 
revoked and her car was not properly 
equipped with the IID device. The 
IID device is affixed in cars where the 
driver has been accused of  a DUI. 
The driver can not start the car unless 
they blow into the device to prove they 
have not been drinking. Officers had 
not witnessed the woman driving so 
charges were referred to the District 
Attorney.

Senators Present: Lachlan Gilispie, 
Cordero Reid, Jonathan Quiñones, 
Erik Rickards, Mitchell Davidson, 
Chris Hoch, Eli Barry-Garland, 
Kayleen Hansen, Allyssia Garcia and 
Mickey Zakurdaew.

Senators Absent: Colby Freel, 
Matthew Harris and Michael 
Magnan.

Guests: Members of  The New 
Phoenix Party.

A wall for the Banner room: 
A bill created by Senator Davidson 
requesting an allotment of  up to 
$8,000 from the rollover fund be given 
to the Wood Center so that a wall may 
be constructed to separate the kitchen 
of  the Banner room from the main 
area was sent to the Public Relations 
Committee.

Corndogs: A bill written by Senator 
Davidson proposing the purchase of  

corndogs to be taken for free from 
the ASUAF office was, after much 
debate, sent to the Public Relations 
Committee. 

Alternative Spring Break: A bill 
by Senator Davidson detailing the 
creation of  a $25,000 scholarship to 
be given to qualifying students who 
wish to participate in the community 
volunteer experience of  Alternative 
Spring Break was sent to the Student 
Affairs Committee.

Fencing Club: A bill written by 
Senator Gilispie in support of  
providing the Fencing Club with up 
to $2,430 of  the rollover fund for use 
in purchasing more rental equipment 
and holding more tournaments was 
sent to the Student Affairs Committee.

Cultural Experiences Event: A 
bill sponsored by Senator Rickards 
detailing the allotment of  $2,000 from 
the rollover funds to the psychology 
program's plans for hosting a Cultural 
Experiences Event was sent to the 
Student Affairs Committee.

F i n a n c i a l  P r o c e d u r e s 
Amendments: A bill outlining 
suggested changes to ASUAF's 
financial procedures was discharged 
from the internal affairs committee 
unfavorably, where it was then 
dismissed upon arriving at the senate 
floor with a vote of  0-8-2.

SRC Equipment: A bill requesting 
the allotment of  up to $22,950 from 
the rollover account to be given to 
the DRAW program to purchase new 
storage equipment was discharged 
from the student affairs committee 
favorably. After being moved to the 
senate floor, a unanimous vote to 
postpone an actual vote on the bill 
untill the next meeting was made 
so that further contact with DRAW 
could be made.

UAF Powerplant Renovation: 
A senate resolution to not support 
the renovation of  UAF's power plant 
with student fees was discharged 
from the Student Affairs Committee 
unfavorably, where it was later vetoed 
with a vote of  1-7-2.

Dianna Rupp
Web Editor



3

www.uafsunstar.com

the Sun Star - April 14, 2015 NEWS

Wood bison are a subspecies of  
the Lower 48’s iconic plains bison, 
and the varieties are similar in many 
respects; both are herd animals, both 
live in prairies or grasslands and 
both subsist primarily on grasses. 
Compared to their cousins outside, 
wood bison are adapted for life in the 
Arctic, with woolier hair to survive 
winter temperatures, and larger neck 
muscles to help them scrape snow 
aside to find food. They’re also the 
biggest land animals in North America 
-- large males can weigh in at more 
than 2,000 pounds.  It’s not precisely 
known why wood bison disappeared 
from Alaska around the late 1800s, 
but changes in habitat distribution, 
as well as the effects of  hunting, are 
theorized to have contributed. The 
species’ absence was not only observed 
in the ecosystem, but noted by native 
cultures in the state.

“There are still oral histories from 
Athabascan elders that identify wood 
bison and describe how they were 
hunted and when they were seen,” 
said Cathie Harms, regional programs 
manager for the Alaska Department 
of  Fish and Game. “There are places, 
in the Athabascan language, that are 
named for bison."

“Wood bison are the last species 
that we lost in the 1800s that can 
be brought back,” Harms said. 
“Everything else is either back, or it’s 
gone forever. So it’s pretty significant 
from an ecological standpoint.”

The reintroduction project was 
conceived in 1992, but faced numerous 
legal challenges and complications 
that slowed its progress, including a 
special rule that had to be added to the 
Endangered Species Act which allowed 
landowners to welcome the bison. The 
Lower Innoko/Yukon Rivers region 
was selected as the new home for the 
herd due to a combination of  strong 
community support and excellent 
bison habitat in the area.

Working on the restoration project 
gave the students an idea of  what 
conservation in the state can be like, 
as well as a once-in-a-lifetime chance 

the budget.
UNAC members discussed their 

situation at UAF at a meeting on April 
10. One adjunct told the tale of  not 
being allowed to sign her contract until 
the university was sure it didn’t want 
to cancel the class, which required 
that she teach the first two weeks of  
class unpaid. Another spoke of  paying 
travel expenses to come to Alaska 
only to have her class canceled. One 
told of  how a contract for one of  her 
classes had never been produced, and 
if  she hadn’t been carefully examining 
her financial records she wouldn’t 
have noticed not being paid for her 
teaching.

“I don’t come prepared with a 
syllabus on the first day of  class,” 
said one anonymous adjunct, citing 
the difficulty of  preparing a syllabus 
and class and the regularity with 

to help bring a species back from 
extinction. For Rogers, it helped 
him confirm that he wants to stay in 
Alaska, and that he’d picked the right 
area of  study.

“Since [the project] I’ve had no 
doubts at all that I want to be a wildlife 
biology major,” Rogers said. “The 
only thing now is I’m considering… 
do I want to be the researcher and the 
implementer, or the person who makes 
the calls and works on the law side of  
things? I do like the animals here a lot 
and I would like to work to keep them 
conserved.”

Van Diest also plans to stay 
in Alaska, and his first taste of  
conservation work left him hungry for 
more.

“It’d be amazing to work on 
something like that [again],” Van Diest 
said. “That’s what I’m most interested 
in, large mammals. I want to work 
with anything big pretty much.”

Now that the wood bison are finally 
in the wild, the herd will be closely 
monitored by ADF&G to determine 
where they roam and document how 
they thrive in their new habitat. Once 
the population is re-established, it 
will provide opportunities for hunting 
and viewing to people throughout the 
state. It’s also hoped that the bison will 
provide an economic boon for villages 
in the region, by allowing villagers 
to offer guided hunts, supplies and 
accommodations for visiting hunters 
and viewers.

As for the future of  the bison, Van 
Diest expressed high hopes.

“I’d like to see them grow in 
numbers,” Van Diest said. “Eventually 
we could get them off the endangered 
species list and after that introduce 
them throughout Alaska. Honestly I 
think it would be awesome if  10 to 15 
years down the road I could get a wood 
bison tag and go hunt one myself. 
That’s kind of  my dream, just to get 
them back to a stable population."

Spencer Tordoff, 28, is a journalism 
student at UAF. He is the son of Cathie 

Harms, regional programs manager for 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 

who is quoted in this story.

Gerrit Van Diest and Luke Rogers take a moment’s break from helping assemble 
the chutes leading to the “bison boxes.”

Photo courtesy Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

Students help in bison 
repopulation efforts

which her classes are cancelled. Poor 
treatment of  adjuncts could result in 
poor adjunct performance, ultimately 
affecting the students ability to learn.

The UNAC also expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the way that UAF 
had handled training compensation; 
adjuncts are supposed to be 
compensated at $30/hr for training, 
which includes trainings such as Title 
IX compliance training, minor safety 
training, slips trips and falls training, 
and others. According to the UNAC, 
adjuncts are still finding it difficult 
to be compensated for their training 
hours.

Adding the state’s unwillingness 
to honor the UNAC contract to their 
existing grievances sets the stage for 
potential conflict. The contract for 
UNAC stipulates that they cannot 
strike, but if  the state doesn’t honor the 
contract then there’s no guarantee that 
UNAC will continue to do so either.

Adjunct faculty respond

Competitors practice for third 
annual Chinese talent show
David Spindler
Sun Star

The third annual Chinese talent 
show hosted by Chinese lecturer 
Rosalind Kan went off to a great start 
this year. Some of  her students are 
getting an early practice session to 
help them prepare for a competition in 
Anchorage this Friday at the Confucius 
Institute along with other Chinese 
foreign language students from UAA 
campus and other universities.

“This talent show we're hosting 
again for the third time at UAF is only 
offered during the spring semester and 
our purpose is to help those struggling 
with the language to strengthen their 
speaking skills. This is not at any cost 
of  being graded,” Kan said. “Basically 
these performances the Chinese 101 
and 102 students are practicing are 
just Chinese language skits involving 
speaking Chinese math skills and how 
to differ between asking and replying 
by saying the answer such as 1+1=2 
for example."

“Those who are in Kan’s Chinese 
language classes always enjoy her 
classes,” said John Adank, 22, a junior 
linguistics student. “I've been to Beijing, 
China before back in May 2008 and 
it helped put a strong emphasis on 
family and food,” Adank said. “I’m 
actually going back to China for three 
weeks this summer through Confucius 
Institute to learn more about speaking 
the language, calligraphy, ancient sites 
and Chinese opera as well.”

To go along with the speaking 
skills of  learning Chinese, Kan also 
prepared ukulele Chinese music and 
dance choreography to keep the pre-
show going.

“The singing with the ukulele is 
just a minor stance of  what Chinese 
language is really about,” Kan said. 
“It's really about helping speak in 
a different tone that’s part of  the 
pronunciation which in this case is just 
part of  a bunch of  Chinese characters 
that make up the language.”

“The ukulele song I sang with 
Kristin Gadow called "Sweet as 
Honey" in Chinese was, I think, done 
really well,” said Hannah Carlile, 
a sophomore French and Chinese 
linguistics student. “Overall I thought 
the Chinese talent show was a little 
embarrassing because I am not superb 
at my speaking skills in Chinese but 

it was really fun nonetheless.” Carlile 
is one out the six students who are 
choosing to go down to Anchorage for 
the competition. “I am nervous about 
traveling down for the Chinese talent 
show but after prepping for it here 
at UAF I am a bit more prepared,” 
Carlile said.

Kristen Gadow, 20, a physics major 
was the one who sang the Chinese 
song "Sweet as Honey" alongside 
Hannah Carlile. “The song we sang 
goes by the title in Chinese “Tian Mi 
Mi” and I didn’t find it difficult to sing 
because I knew the words to the song 
and I sing songs in different languages 
all the time considering I pretty much 
listen to only Asian music,” Gadow 
said. Aside from majoring in physics, 
Gadow also wants to be a polyglot 
someday, which is a person who knows 
and is able to use different languages.

“My initial interest in learning 
Chinese has always been learning 
about studying different languages. 
I’ve been interested in Asian languages 
because I am half  Asian,” Gadow 
said. “I chose Chinese primarily 
because I couldn’t fit Japanese in my 
schedule this year but also because 
my mom is from Thailand and Thai 
is a tonal language, like Chinese, and 
I can speak a bit of  Thai so I thought 
maybe my background would help me 
out with learning Chinese.”

Towards the end of  the Chinese 
talent show was a special finale where 
all the Chinese major students who 
chose to attend the pre-show were 
dancing a choreography dance to the 
song “Little Apple” by the Chopstick 
Brothers.

"'My Little Apple' song otherwise 
known as you are the apple of  my eyes, 
it’s a love song, and very popular song 
in 2014 in China,” Carlile said. “We 
all didn’t know our choreographing 
that well from before but we did okay 
for a practice run.”

Six students are willing to go 
down to Anchorage to compete in the 
Chinese talent show at the Confucius 
Institute. The number of  Chinese 
students going down had to be limited 
due to funding and the event pays for 
the airfare.

“I feel more prepared for 
Anchorage than before because we got 
to perform in front of  people before 
the pre-show during the Chinese New 
Year event on campus,” Gadow said.

- continued from pg 1

- continued from pg 1

WANT TO BE A REPORTER?
The Sun Star is looking for         

reporters! If you are
interested in writing for us 

and becoming a 
journalist Please contact us 

at 907-474-5078

UAF Chinese students Hannah Corlide, Kristen Jadon and their friend sing the 
song ‘Sweet as Honey’ in Chinese.

David Spindler / Sun Star

474-7540
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Cross Country Running team takes first 
place in second annual Nanook Olympics
Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

On Saturday morning, all of  the 
UAF athletic teams met at the Patty 
Center to compete in the second-
annual Nanooks Olympics.

The competition consisted 
of  seven separate events: hockey, 
swimming, running, rifle, volleyball, 
basketball and a dance contest. Each 
sports team sent a group of  three to 
five people to play every other sport, 
with the exception of  hockey, who 
split into two separate teams that each 
competed in every sport. The two 
hockey teams were known as USA 
Hockey and Canada Hockey.

In addition, the athletic department 
contributed a team that consisted of  
both coaches and administrators.

The USA Hockey team was 
looking to win for a second year, but 
was overthrown by both the cross-
country running and skiing teams, 
who got first and second, respectively.

When playing their own sport, the 
teams were required to have a handicap 
in order to make it fair for everyone 
else that competed. These ranged 
from extremely hard handicaps, such 
as the swimmers wearing a onesie or 
the volleyball players tying their hands 
together, to easier ones, such as the 
basketball team wearing oven mitts.

One highlight of  the day came 
during the basketball portion of  the 
olympics, when cross-country running 
managed to go on a 3-0 winning streak 

Members of all the different sports team began the cross country race last Saturday. The cross country portion of the 
Nanook Olympics consisted of a relay, where each person ran around half a mile.

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

before being struck down by the men's 
basketball team. Runners started by 
beating the ski team in a game that 
was later described by their coaches as 
a "blood bath." They then went on to 
win a game against Canada Hockey, 
after it went to triple overtime, and 
ended in a penalty shoot when a 
runner was slammed into the ground 

Athlete Luke Johnson attempts to score a goal during the Rifle and USA hockey 
game. The USA hockey team won, but Johnson almost managed to tie the 
game right before the time ended.

Swimmer Kathryn Pound is blocked by a host of Volleyball players during the 
basketball portion of the Nanooks olympics. The swimmers went on to lose 
this match, and the volleyball players went on to lose to the cross country 
team in the semi-finals.

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

by a hockey player and had to leave 
the game due to head injuries.

After beating volleyball in a 
relatively tame game, their run was 
ended in an 11-4 game with men's 
basketball.

Another highlight of  the day was 
during the volleyball tournament, 
when men's and women's basketball 
surprised the crowd by playing all 

the way though the tournament 
undefeated. The two teams faced 
in the final, with the women's team 
taking the win.

All of  the profits from the Nanook 
Olympics went toward the Make-
a-Wish Foundation. Tickets costed 
$5, with more than 75 people in 
attendance.

Man on the Street
Eric Bennett / Sun Star

“If it was your choice, what academic programs would you cut?”
This week, we asked students:

“I would cut one of  the 
CLA masters programs, 

just because there’s 
not a lot of  people in 

there.” 

-Brandon Richter, 
junior psychology 

and social work 
student

“The one with the 
least people in it. I’m 
a physics major and 

there’s not many people 
in it. If  it was cut, I’d 
have to find a whole 
new school. I’d be 

mad. I like being in 
Alaska.” 

-Jose Trujillo, 
freshman physics 

student

“I’d cut accounting. 
Not that I hate it, I 
just don’t see many 

accounting students. I 
think we should ask 
high school students. 

We should be adjusting 
for future students, not 
the ones who already 

are in a major.” 

-Kishan Joshi, 
engineering 

graduate student

“We should see which 
one has the least 
students in it.”

Mitali 
Chandnani, 

geology graduate 
student

“I don’t even know all 
of  them. I don’t want 
to cut any of  them. 

My roommate was a 
chemical engineer, but 
they cut that already. 

That sucks. You should 
probably cut the one 
that has the least in 

it.” 

-Nathan Hiles, 
freshman 

accounting 
student

“I don’t believe 
any should be cut. 

This is an academic 
institution.” 

-Ruby Walden, 
junior english 

student

NEWS
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Use a 
condom 
and get 
tested 
regularly.

Alaska’s 
STD rates 
are some of 
the highest 
in the 
country.

Condoms are available at the Student 
Health and Counseling Center. Those 
eligible for Student Health benefits can 

also get STI testing at the center. Or, to 
find a testing location near you go to  
www.iknowmine.org

The Gospel of 
Black Sabbath

On the date of  Feb. 13, 1970, the 
world changed. The world of  rock ‘n’ roll 
not only changed, but popular society 
changed as well.

“Why is this date in modern pop 
culture so important?” you may ask. 
Well, that was the day that the heavy 
metal band Black Sabbath released their 
debut album. Up to that point, rock ‘n’ 
roll wasn’t willing, or even able to push 
the music and lyrics to the dark side of  
life. Sure, there were artists such as Led 
Zeppelin, Cream and the Jimi Hendrix 
Experience who pushed rock into all sorts 
of  intense and loud directions, but not to 
the extent that Sabbath did.

You see, in the late ‘60s and early 
‘70s, the hippie counterculture was in 
full swing in popular Western culture 
at the time. A lot of  young people had 
different opinions on life, sex, drugs, 
politics, religion and art than previous 
generations. Because of  this, a lot of  
rock groups at the time would often write 
songs about these ideas. An example of  
this is the Vietnam protest song.

Take the song “For What It’s Worth” 
by Buffalo Springfield. This song is a 
perfect representation of  the popular 
opinion at the time about the Vietnam 
War. Sure, it has a feeling of  melancholy 
and general sadness, but overall it has a 
sense of  peace and love. Now, contrast 
this with the Black Sabbath song “War 
Pigs.” Yes, it has the same message as 
the above mentioned song. However, 
there is a feeling and sense of  anger and 
darkness that isn’t present in “For What 
It’s Worth.”

Moreover, Sabbath also added the 
idea that politicians who waged the war 
were going to hell for it. This gives not 
only a spin on the political ideology that 
was so rampant and popular at the time, 
but it also puts a new spin of  the fire-and-
brimstone form of  Judeo-Christianity 
that much of  the older generation at 
the time followed. This provides an 
interesting contrast between the liberal 

ideas that were new at the time and the 
older conservative views that many of  
Sabbath’s listeners’ parents had. Sabbath 
took these two opposing ideas, and 
combined them, creating a new genre of  
rock that had a more cynical and realistic 
take on the world.

Black Sabbath’s influence can be 
heard in every metal band’s sound, from 
legends like Metallica, Iron Maiden, Judas 
Priest and Slayer to more modern artists 
like Pantera, Avenged Sevenfold and 
Lamb of  God. The band has achieved a 
lot, including being Rock and Roll Hall 
of  Fame inductees, two-time Grammy 
winners for Best Metal Performance and 
making 19 studio albums. They’re also 
survivors, as they’ve survived such things 
as alcohol and drug addiction, multiple 
lineup changes and every trend to pop up 
into the world of  heavy metal.

In 2006, Sabbath reunited with their 
“Mob Rules” lineup, with Ronnie James 
Dio, their second singer, fronting the 
band. They made a studio album in 2009, 
called “The Devil You Know,” under the 
band name Heaven and Hell, because of  
legal problems. Then, tragedy struck, and 
Dio died of  stomach cancer on May 16, 
2010. This was a sad day for many metal 
fans, including myself. However, despite 
this tragedy, Black Sabbath reunited yet 
again with their original lineup in 2011, 
with the exception of  Bill Ward on 
drums, because of  a contractual issue.

Then, they released a new album in 
2013, titled “13”. On Sept. 29, 2014, 
Ozzy Osbourne, the singer for Sabbath, 
said in a Metal Hammer interview that 
Black Sabbath will begin to work on their 
20th studio album in early 2015 with 
producer Rick Rubin, and will promote 
the album with a final tour. If  it is indeed 
their last album and tour, let’s hope it’s a 
good swan song for these metal legends.

Wyatt Wilcher is a 19-year-
old English major at UAF, with a 
passion for old-school hard rock 
and metal music. He plays bass 
and guitar, and looks forward to 

collaborating with other metal fans. 

Wyatt J. Wilcher
Music Columnist

COLUMN

Theatre UAF’s main stage spring 
production is "The Ash Girl" by 
Timberlake Wertenbaker and is what 
the department calls a contemporary 
retelling of  a classic Cinderella 
fairytale with a mix of  “The Seven 
Deadly Sins.”

Ashgirl is a character similar to 
Cinderella who lives in a big and old 
house under an ashy hearth with her 
stepsisters and stepmother while her 
father is away. When an invitation to 
the ball arrives for the women in her 
house from the prince, Ashgirl finds 
help from an unexpected group of  
friends to make it to the ball.

The production of  "The Ash 
Girl" is larger for the department and 
required 22 actors to fill the places of  
the cast.

“This is one of  the largest casts I 
have worked with,” Marley Horner 
said, who plays Prince Amir in "Ash 
Girl." “There were five people in the 
last production I was in.”

Horner also helps make the 

production possible by helping to build 
and put the set together.

“All the plays I’ve played in, I 
also helped to build,” Horner said. 
He is one of  the many seniors in the 
production, participating in their last 
couple productions of  college theatre. 
The production also allowed for more 
children and adult roles, so faculty and 
local kids will be part of  the "Ash Girl" 
cast.

The UAF Theatre Department 
Chair, Carrie Baker, plays one of  the 
Seven Deadly Sins in the production.

“This production pulled in most 
theatre major students and some 
local third and fourth graders,” Baker 
said. “This is a community play for 
our department.” The cast is also 
performing a lightened version of  the 
play at local schools.

The play is scheduled to take place 
the weekend of  April 17 and 18 and 
also the 24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m. There 
is an additional showing Sunday the 
26 at 2:00 p.m. at the Lee H. Salisbury 
Theatre. Tickets are available online 
and at the door for $8-$16 depending 
on the age of  the viewer.

Victoria Elleby
Sun Star

UAF theatre department 
brings you: Ashgirl

The research is crucial to 
promoting reindeer agriculture, 
especially for Alaskans and natives 
who own the Seward Peninsula herds, 
Blodgett said. The farm herd has been 
an indicator for the Seward Peninsula 
herds since the mid-1980s.

Applying research from the farm 
to the Seward Peninsula herds can 
help make reindeer production viable 
to benefit the natives, Aguiar said.

People from the farm used the 
mobile slaughterhouse to teach 
residents of  Nome how to process 
their own animals, Blodgett said.

Without a slaughterhouse, people 
field-slaughter their deer on frozen 
ground. Meat is sold across Alaska, but 
outside of  the state the meat is labeled 
“eat at your own risk,” Aguiar said.  
This causes meat prices to decrease in 
value.

However, reindeer meat is very 
valuable if  grown and marketed 
correctly.

“Reindeer can live where other 

livestock can’t,” Aguiar said, and 
reach market weight in 27 months. 
This makes them great livestock for 
Alaska and elsewhere.

The meat contains 25 percent 
protein and tastes sweeter than other 
meats.

“Its good quality threatens beef,” 
Aguiar said. People will pay $30 for 
prime cuts, but there are no deer 
auctions so putting a “tried and 
tested” auction price on the meat is 
challenging, he said.

To determine a baseline meat 
price,the farm will auction some non-
producing steers during the summer 
of  2015 to see what people will pay for 
the meat, Blodgett said. 

The Reindeer Farm is “an animal 
production facility focusing on 
producing meat,” Aguiar said. They 
have and will continue to research 
and improve reindeer agriculture and 
production with their herd. Educating, 
encouraging and supporting reindeer 
producers benefits people. After 
realizing this, everything done at the 
farm makes sense, Aguiar said.

Scientists test for meat 
quality in reindeer

- continued from pg 1
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My full name is Clay Allen, 21, 
and I am a junior in mechanical 
engineering.

 
I want to be a senator in order 

to become more involved with the 
student base at UAF. I have worked 
on numerous outreach and research 
projects in the past with UAF, but 
have not worked with the student 

body before. Becoming an ASUAF senator would give me the opportunity to 
help fellow students secure funding for numerous projects, clubs and travel.

My name is Jonathan Quiñones 
and I am running for re-election to 
the Senate because I believe in the 
pursuit of  student interests above 
everything else. I have and continue 
to work to establish scholarships so 
students have more money to apply 
for in an increasingly dire financial 
situation across the campus. Keeping my voice in the Senate ensures that all 
students have a voice in the Senate. I strongly support the re-distribution of  
our rollover funds that currently have no purpose, and as a member of  UAF’s 
Green Dot program I am also working to reduce sexual violence on our 
campus as much as possible. I hope to continue to ensure that student paid 
funds are returned to the students in the form of  club money, scholarships and 
any way possible.

Greetings, glorious individuals, 
my name is Lindsey Klueber. I am 
a senior biological sciences and art 
student born in Anchorage and 
raised on the Kincaid Park ski trails. 
I am highly adventurous and enjoy 
such outdoorsy activities as parkour, 
rock climbing, cross-country skiing, 
soccer and ultimate frisbee. I don’t 
like long walks on the beach but 
old taiga biomes are pretty cool. Additionally, my enthusiasm for being in the 
presence of  people (read: extrovert) is only rivaled by my drive to bring about 
positive change in my community. Last spring, I founded and have since led the 
UAF League of  Extraordinary Fandoms, a campus club dedicated to nerdtastic 
fun and community service. I have also served on the Honors Student Advisory 
Council as the historian and Anchorage Soccer Referee Association as a youth 
representative. I am a team player with experience in leadership and a positive 
attitude. Also, from fall 2013 to fall 2014 I served as an Orientation Leader 
and established myself  as a knowledgeable, passionate, and dedicated bundle 
of  sunshine. I am and always will be the optimist, the hoper of  far flung hopes 
and the dreamer of  improbable dreams.

Together with the New Phoenix Party and as your senator, I will assist in 
drafting legislation to put pressure on Dining Services about the meal plan 
system, address sustainability concerns, stimulate student club and events 
funding and rebuild ASUAF to be a student government for the people. Your 
voices will be heard, and the change you want to see at this university will be 
given the full strength of  your representative government.

You want a government that speaks for the people? We have a party for 
that.

A vote for the New Phoenix Party is a vote for student power, money, 
scholarships and any way possible.

My name is Sydney Rosenbalm. 
I am in my third year at the 
university, I am majoring in applied 
physics, concentrating in technical 
management and a member of  
the New Phoenix Party. I ask for 
your vote to become your student 
representative.

I bring strong representative 
experience to ASUAF. I was the sole 

I am a junior double-majoring 
in political science and Alaska 
Native Studies. I’m from the 
village of  Chevak in Southwest 
Alaska. Activities of  mine include 
ultramarathon running, practicing 
the arts of  my Yup’ik culture, reading 
and watching Vikings and House of  

Cards. I have a wide range of  experience from Co-Chair of  UAF Natives For 
Positive Change to working full-time on the 2014 U.S. Senate campaign, as well 
as wildland firefighting.

I feel compelled to run for office because I noticed the deficit of  Alaska 
Natives in student government, and because I feel the need to get involved in 
budget processes during this time of  state budget cuts. Quyana!

Age: 20
Major: Economics with minors in 

mathematics and political science.
Goals for position: In addition 

to continuing to increase student 
engagement and advocacy, I have 
two main objectives. One is to return 
money to students, minimizing 
internal or administrative costs and 
reducing the rollover fund in order 
to put the savings towards directly benefiting students: club funding, travel 
funding, association projects like Nanook Traditions and so on. In my proposed 
budget, I increased club and travel funding to $50,000 each from $28,000 each 
last year, while also introducing line items like support for the Wood Center 
Food Pantry. My second main objective is to explore reducing the ASUAF fee 
for CTC-only students, who don’t tend to get as much benefit as College Hill 
members. I’ve already written a letter to Chancellor Rogers asking for the 
reforms necessary for this to become technically feasible, and it will be put to a 
vote of  the student body next fall.

Some things ASUAF needs to work on: ASUAF needs to continue 
student engagement. This has increased dramatically in the past year, and 
for the first time in living memory all our positions are filled and we have a 
fully competitive election. However, there’s still progress to be made, which I 
believe is best achieved through involving ASUAF in worthwhile projects. By 
building a better association and focusing our energies outward, we attract 
more interested people. I also want to continue cooperating with the rest of  
the university, both here in Fairbanks and statewide. I’ve made a strong effort 
to do so this year, and I feel that’s paid off with more ASUAF participation 
and visibility as well as a strengthened ability to contribute to the future of  the 
university and Alaska. We’re all on the same team in the end, and we have 
more to gain from working together!

I am Cordero Reid, 27, 
psychology student. The primary 
reason I want to be a senator: I 
love working with the organization 
and being a part of  something so 
beneficial to the students as a whole. 
The real change we can affect on 
students lives is very rewarding and I 
am ecstatic to be able to realize that. 
For the upcoming year I want to work  

with students whom have not been the most vocal and see what we can do for 
them and what ideas they may have for us!

student representative of  more than 5,000 students on the Technology Task 
Force in my public school district, a task force responsible for determining 
the direction of  technology adaptions in all grade schools for the next five 
years. I worked with a team of  teachers, administrators, principals and 
superintendents. From this experience, I learned how important it is to 
communicate with student constituents, to faithfully voice their opinions and 
how to use my representative power to directly influence policy. I also learned 
how to communicate with educators and administrators. This experience 
makes me an invaluable asset to the ASUAF Senate. ASUAF’s weakness has 
been in its inability to impact university policy and be a true representation of  
the student body of  the University of  Alaska Fairbanks. I will change that. Talk 
to me, and you will hear the genuine interest I have in your opinions, whether 
that be dining services, parking services, making sure university services are 
easily accessible, club funding allocation, whatever it may be. I will be visible, 
engaging in conversations with students in places like the Wood Center long 
after elections are held, and have an active online social media presence 
to engage with all students. I will be your true representative. Vote Sydney 
Rosenbalm for ASUAF Senator.

Hi, my name is Jessalyn Ginnaty. 
I have lived in Fairbanks my whole 
life and have always been closely tied 
to the university. Even before I was 
admitted to UAF to pursue a degree 
in mathematics, I had participated in 
events on campus such as the Going 
to College event for elementary 
school students, the Summer Visual 
Arts Academy, and other public 
events like concerts and lectures. These programs showed me the community 
that resides within the university, and because of  them I am now a student 
here. Since UAF has been such an integral part of  my life, I want to become 
a more active member of  its community. As Vice President I would work hard 
to build an even stronger community by listening to what students want and 
helping them achieve those goals.

ASUAF CANDIDATESthe Sun Star -April 14, 2015

Clay Allen

Sydney Rosenbalm

Benjamin
Anderson-Agimuk

Cordero Reid

Mathew Carrick

Lindsey Klueber

Jonathan 
Quiñones

Jessayln Ginnaty

Senate

Senate

Senate

Senate Senate

SenateVice President

President

Colin Corsetti, Jasper Jackson and Brandon 
Richter are running for ASUAF president, vice 

president and senator, respectively.  They could 
not be reached for candidate profiles.
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Age: 21 
Degree: Elementary Education
I want to increase student body 

activism.  ASUAF government needs 
to be less politicized and the student 
body should be more.  The student 
government does not rule the student 
body, it should mobilize it. ASUAF 
as a whole should provide more 
services that benefit the students who 

are disenfranchised from it. Most of  all I want to rock the boat and break the 
normal.

My name is Leonard Kjera, I 
am going for a bachelor’s degree 
with a communications major and a 
linguistics minor. This is my fifth year 
at the University of  Alaska Fairbanks. 
I was in Fairbanks for high school, my 
junior year of  high-school was spent 
on foreign exchange in Thailand. 
My favorite activities include rock 
climbing, parkour, tabletop games 

and reading. I am a little on the quieter side, but I like to meet new people.
The election results shall come swiftly, and I plan to focus on assisting 

student organizations and student based sustainability projects. Increasing 
transparency between ASUAF and the student body is another a concern of  
mine. My leadership experience comes from multiple student organizations 
including creating the UAF Parkour and Freerunning Club, being the Pirate 
King (treasurer) for the UAF League of  Extraordinary Fandoms. As a student 
and a leader, I have had experience dealing with others in the UAF community, 
and I am interested in serving other students.

I have joined with the New Phoenix Party because I want to help change 
the opinion of  ASUAF so that the students are able to have more of  a voice. 
I believe that ASUAF needs revolution in order to better serve the student 
population. This is a sentiment that is shared with the New Phoenix Party, 
we wish to see ASUAF change to be able to accommodate student needs with 
more force than it appears that ASUAF is currently able to.

I’m a narcissistic, power-hungry 
egomaniac. Still, in spite of  my 
more flamboyant characteristics, I 
am also warm, friendly and easy to 
get along with. More importantly, I 
do more than just hear what people 
have to say, I listen intently and I put 
myself  in their shoes. I have been a 
member of  12 student organizations 
and served as treasurer twice, once 
at Latin Dance Club and again at The Office of  Sustainable Resources. If  
elected, I, working hand-in-hand with The New Phoenix Party, will use my 
power to funnel money back into student clubs and promoting public events 
like Humans Vs. Zombies, Spring Fest, Study Abroad and more.

More importantly, The New Phoenix Party promises to tear down the 
bureaucracy and implement a new system: K.I.S.S. (Keep It Simple, Stupid). 
We will do this in three steps:

1. All meeting agendas and proposals will require clear and precise 
wording, not technical jargon.

2. Student Government members will make their point in 30, no higher, 
vocabulary seconds or less during meetings.

3. What the Student Government has done will be announced publicly on 
a weekly basis.

One of  the greatest presidents in history, Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt 
once said, “In any moment of  decision, the best thing you can do is the right 
thing, the next best thing is the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is 
nothing.”

Following in the footsteps of  T.R., The New Phoenix party will not stand 
idly by and do nothing with the power given to us. We will challenge those who 
would abuse their power, crush those who squander your tuition fees and drag 
into the light those who fail to uphold the promises that put them in office.

The Phoenix is rising.

My name is Ryan Cain. I’m 24 
and a petroleum engineering student 
(graduating in May 2017). I was in 
the military and then a mechanical 
engineering student at the University 
of  Florida. I’ve always wanted to live 
in Alaska though, so I transferred here 
last fall. I want to be a senator because 
I believe you should be involved in 
whatever community you’re a part of. 
Tuition isn’t cheap, and it’s important to know what your fees are going towards 
and to have a say in where they go. I’ve sat in on a few ASUAF meetings, and 
I’m very excited to help out and have my voice heard.

20 - Political science/philosophy 
(double major)

I want to continue being a senator 
so I can keep on finding ways to 
properly spend ASUAF funding. After 
one semester in office I’ve sponsored 
bills to fund Trancemonster, refurbish 
the Banner Room, buy laser tag 
equipment for student events and 
more. If  I can get another session in, 

you can plan to see me continue supporting the SRC storage bill, the ASUAF 
free corn dog project, and any other student matters that might surface.

My name is Sabrina Martin. I am 
a homeland security and emergency 
management major with a minor in 
business and I will be graduating in 
the spring of  2016. I am a transfer 
student from Washington, and the 
2014 – 2015 academic year was my 
first year at UAF. I am currently 
president of  Socratic Society, 
treasurer of  Model UN, a member 
of  the National Society of  Collegiate Scholars, and I work for ASUAF as the 
government relations director.

I became involved with ASUAF in the beginning of  fall semester 2014. 
Through my term in ASUAF, I have been involved with student advocacy on 
the legislative level in Juneau, conducted student outreach, served on several 
committees, and headed the government relations council. Since I am involved 
with ASUAF, I have gotten to know the ins and out of  ASUAF and how it 
works. I believe that ASUAF needs new leadership in the presidential office and 
governance from someone that understands how it works. As president, I will 
listen to students and help them find the resources to compete their goals. UAF 
has a wonderful community of  students, faculty, and staff and I want to support 
my UAF community to the best of  my ability.

I love UAF and I know that ASUAF can do more to support its students. A 
vote for Sabrina Martin and Jessalyn Ginnaty is a vote for better representation 
of  students on campus.

Colby Freel Is a Freshman 
Theater major and has a passion 
for student government. He has 
been involved in many leadership 
organizations that have given him 
a great deal of  leadership skills and 
experience. He is very involved both 
on campus in general and within 
ASUAF student government. Being 
involved at UAF has given him an 
understanding of  the issues facing both the University as well as the UAF 
student body.

Having advocated on the behalf  of  UAF students to the Alaska State 
Legislature, Colby also has an understanding of  how issues throughout the 
State of  Alaska impact students’ lives. Issues like the state budget and Board 
of  Regent’s decisions affect many aspects of  students lives and Colby believes 
leaders within the student body should understand and be able to competently 
advocate for students in regards to such issues.

Colby also values the importance of  the voice and rights of  the individual 
UAF student. Ensuring students feel a sense of  inclusion and empowerment 
should be the goal of  any student government.

Colby appreciates you taking the time to participate in ASUAF and would 
appreciate your vote to support his ideals of  competent leaders and a powerful 
student voice.
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Leonard Kjera

John Parsons

Erik Rickards

Sam Schmidt Ryan Cain

Sabrina Martin

ASUAF CANDIDATES

President

Senate

Senate

Senate Senate

Senate

Colby Freel
Vice President

Besides the ballots for ASUAF President, 
Vice President and Senators, there is a ballot 

initiative that, if passed, will allocate two 
percent of ASUAF’s budget to the student 

newspaper.

ASUAF elections are Wednesday 
and Thursday, April 15 and 16.
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The results will not be categorized 
by university branch or response 
groups fewer than 15, as it could disrupt 
anonymity, however this approach will 
make it harder to determine how each 
individual campus could improve.

How to use the data to make 
campuses safer might be a challenge, 
but Mae Marsh, UAF Title IX 
coordinator says they leave room for 
comments on the survey.

"If  we get comments that there's 
a lot of  complaints around Signer's 
Hall, then we'd increase surveillance, 
increase safety officers on patrol 
nearby," she said.

This was the first time the 
University of  Alaska conducted a 
campus climate survey.

The White House recommended 
that universities carry out campus 
climate surveys.

The survey is modeled after 
the one provided by the federal 
government, but changed to reflect 
varying definitions and understandings 
of  sexual assault and situations more 
specific to UA.

"Some questions were too explicit 
and may stimulate trauma in someone 
who has been victimized," Marsh said. 
She said the questions were changed 
to make it easier on people who may 
been traumatized by assault.

The survey was explicit in language 
and subject, an example of  one of  the 
questions is below:

“Since the start of  the school year 
has someone had sexual contact with 
you when you were unable to provide 
consent or stop what was happening 
because you were passed out, drugged, 
drunk, incapacitated, or asleep?”

More surveys are expected. The 
first year of  the survey will help to 
generate a baseline and it might 
be several years before there are 
observable trends. While it has not 
been decided, Marsh expects there 
could be similar surveys every other 
year.

"I'm just really excited to be apart 
of  it. Anything to keep people in 
school so they have happy productive 
lives," Marsh said.

In order to participate in the 
conference call, students need to RSVP 
directly to OCR staff Amy Klosterman 
via email at amy.klosterman@ed.gov 
and provide your full name, gender, 
course of  study and university e-mail 
address to register for a session and to 
receive the call-in information.

Title IX climate 
survey concludes

If you go:
Focus Group Sessions

Wednesday, April 15, 2015

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. AKT:  
Listening session for MALE 

STUDENTS

Friday, April 17, 2015

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. AKT:  
Listening session for FEMALE 

STUDENTS

Saturday, April 18, 2015

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. AKT:  
Listening session for MALE 

STUDENTS

Saturday, April 18, 2015

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. AKT:  
Listening session for FEMALE 

STUDENTS

- continued from pg 1
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ANCHORAGE, (AP) — The 
Alaska State Troopers unit that works 
on solving old murder cases faces 
elimination under the proposed budget 
lawmakers are considering.

The state says it would save 
$383,000 a year if  the cold-case unit 
is cut, the Alaska Dispatch News 
newspaper in Anchorage reported.

Gov. Bill Walker asked the 
Department of  Public Safety, of  which 
the troopers are a part, and other state 
agencies to identify potential cuts. The 
department's administrative services 
director, Kelly Howell, said cutting 
the cold-case unit was among the DPS 

recommendations.
If  the unit is cut, four positions 

would be eliminated as of  June 30.
Its investigations have led to new 

arrests or charges in nine cases since 
it was founded in 2002, according to 
Alaska State Troopers Director James 
Cockrell.

The solved cases include the 1994 
murder of  18-year-old Bonnie Craig, 
who was raped before being dropped 
off a ledge near McHugh Creek south 
of  Anchorage. DNA linked a man to 
the crime in 2006, after the unit began 
looking at the case. Kenneth Dion, 
who has denied killing the teenager, 
was sentenced to 124 years in prison 
after his conviction in 2011.

When the unit was established, 

troopers had a backlog of  more than 
100 cold cases, Cockrell said. Of  those 
handled by the unit, 27 were closed 
after being found impossible to further 
investigate.

The unit's investigators are 
based in Anchorage, Soldotna and 
Fairbanks. The unit is looking at 74 
cases for further investigation. Of  
those, 33 are in Anchorage and the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, 22 are 
in Fairbanks, nine are on the Kenai 
Peninsula and 10 are from other parts 
of  Alaska.

"It's a slow, methodical method 
that the investigators use," Cockrell 
said. "They have time to focus."

Budget cuts would eliminate 
Alaska cold case unit
Michelle Theriault Boots
Associated Press
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam 
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Tuesday 14:
8 p.m. - Trivia @ The Pub

Wednesday 15:
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. - 5th Annual 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e 
on Dispute Resolution.  109 
Butrovich Building, Yukon Drive. 
This conference is presented by 
the UAF College of Liberal Arts 
Communicat ion  Department 
in partnership with the UAF 
Women's Center.  Sessions include: 
Therapeutic Jurisprudence and Inter-
Cultural Conflict Resolution, Causes 
and Consequences of Inter-Cultural 
Conflict, and Circle Peace-Making, 
Indigenous Knowledge and Dispute 
Resolution. Open to the public both 
in person and telephone/web video 
participants. For more information 
contact Brian Jarrett at bnjarrett@
alaska.edu, (907) 474-6790

 5:30 - 7 p.m. - UAF Campus 
Community Garden Kick Off 
Meeting.  UAF Murie Building.  The 
UAF Campus Community garden 

will hold its annual kick-off meeting 
April 15 from 5:30 - 7 p.m. From 
5:30-6:15 p.m., Dr. Derek Sikes will 
give a lecture on how the University 
of Alaska Museum of the North can 
help people understand insect-plant 
interactions.

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - Research 
Showcase - Arctic Security
Cam Carlson - Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management 
Program Director.  Join us each 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in Schaible 
Auditorium for an overview of the 
diversity of research and creative 
scholarship at UAF.

Hump Day Specials - The Pub

Thursday 16:
David Renyolds, singer-songwriter 
guitarist playing folksy blues and 
classic rock @ The Pub

7:30 p.m. - UAF - Lee H. Salisbury 
Theatre - The Ash Girl Free Preview, 
by Timberlake Wertenbaker.  For 
additional information please contact 
Kim Eames at kkeames@alaska.edu or 

visit http://www.uaf.edu/theatrefilm/
current-season/ to purchase tickets.

7 - 8 p.m. - UAF Jazz Fest Concert
Free - Davis Concert Hall
Call: 474-7555 for more information

Friday 17:
6 p.m. - Take Back the Night: 
March to end Sexual and Domestic 
Violence.  Meet at Constitution 
Park.  March to Troth Yedd'ah Park.

7 - 8 p.m. - UAF Jazz Fest Artist 
Concert: Jazz Fest Guests will 
perform a concert along with UAF 
students and community members.
This event will take place in the Davis 
Concert Hall and has no admission 
fee.  Call 474-7555 or e-mail laharriger@
alaska.edu for more information.

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. - The Ash Girl @ 
Salsbury Theatre

Saturday 18:
1 -3 p.m. - Jazz Festival Honors 
Concert
UAF Jazz Fest participants honors 

groups perform in this concert at the 
end of the 28th annual UAF Jazz Fest.
This event will take place in the Davis 
Concert Hall and has no admission 
fee.  Call 474-7555 or email laharriger@
alaska.edu for more information.

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. - The Ash Girl @ 
Salsbury Theatre

9 p.m. - Electric Swing Dance Party 
w/ DJ Mako Beats @ The Pub

Sunday 19:
 Error 404: Event information not 
found.

Monday 20:
5:30 p.m. - Food Film Festival @ The 
Pub.  As a part of Earth Week, films 
are being shown to inform people 
about food consumption

Board Game Night @ The Pub

Dear Editor,
We are the New Phoenix Party.

The New Phoenix is a group of  students who actively seek to be the true voice of  student body of  UAF in a way that has never been done before. Student en-
gagement is a paramount principle of  the party. We will be visible. We want to go beyond having a presence in the ASUAF office, to taking our own time to talk 
to students regularly in West Ridge, dorms, Wood Center, and CTC. Students have wonderful ideas, there is just difficulty in reaching senators. It’s a problem 
about barriers, not availability. As a party we want to take away those barriers. Something as simple as leaning over to the student we don’t know in class and 
saying, “Hey, I’m a senator with ASUAF. These proposals are being debated right now. What do you think?” Our representatives come from several different 
colleges: education, management, engineering, natural sciences, and liberal arts. We are a good diverse representation of  students of  UAF.

ASUAF has extraordinary influence in university policy. The New Phoenix party will use that influence to the fullest, to direct the university in the direction 
students want.

Finally, the New Phoenix Party will increase club funding. Only about 6% of  the funds ASUAF receives is budgeted for clubs. While an ambitious endeavor, we 
would like to increase this allocation to 10%, by reallocating funds from association executives and departments.

Our senator candidates are:
Colin Corsetti
Jasper Jackson

Samuel Schmidt
Lindsey Klueber

John Parsons
Sydney Rosenbalm

Leonard Kjera

We are the voice of  UAF. #newphoenixparty

- Samuel Schmidt

Dear Editor,
I would like to express a few concerns regarding the article “Cyber Security Club wins regionals, heads to nationals” published in last week’s edition of  your 
newspaper (dated April 7). The first one being that the article has numerous factual errors. The online article states, “... and they are mainly composed of  
graduate students.” This is incorrect, the team consists of  only one graduate student. In fact, the National Collegiate Cyber Defense (NCCDC) competition 
rules specify that only two out of  the eight team members can be graduate students. Publishing an inaccurate article online claiming that the UAF NCCDC 
team consists of  mostly graduate students puts the team at risk of  being falsely accused of  not following competition rules.

The statement, “The eight member cyber security club...” inaccurately represents our membership. The NCCDC team and not the club consists of  eight 
members. The team is chosen from the larger membership and club activities remain open for all who wish to attend. Shane Tachick was incorrectly mentioned 
as a graduate student, he is in fact an undergraduate computer science student. Noah Betzen’s last name was misspelled as ‘Betzman’. Various members and 
myself  did not appreciate the stereotypical computer nerd picture that was painted by the following opening sentence, “The Cyber Security Club isn’t the first 
thing that come to mind when the phrase ‘championship team’ is mentioned: they do little to no physical activity...” I would appreciate that inaccurate facts 
that could harm a club are prevented from being published in the future.

Sincerely,
Arsh Chauhan
Treasurer, Cyber Security Club

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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With so many online classes 
available, what should you look for?

Knowledgeable faculty - Kenai Peninsula College prides itself on 
offering high quality classes, taught by instructors who are trained in 
distance delivery.

Proven quality - Many KPC courses are Quality Matters (QM) certified.  
QM classes must pass rigorous quality assurance reviews.

Compare class sizes - Don’t get lost in your online class. The maximum 
class size at KPC is 30 students.

A stellar track record - Distance students in the University of Alaska are 
able to take advantage of course offerings throughout the University 
system. KPC is a University leader in distance education.

GIVE KPC A TRY! FALL REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 20.
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU OR CALL US AT 1.877.262.0330

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer & educational institution.


