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Gamble to stay through fall, replacement search in high gear

On Friday, the UAF Provost 
and Liberal Arts Dean met with 
the Department of  Philosophy and 
Humanities to terminate the program.

Last week, UAF Provost Susan 
Henrichs held meetings with programs 
identified for restructure and cuts 
following special program reviews over 
the past several months. The meetings 
are intended to notify departments of  

changes that aim to save the university 
three million dollars, according to 
Chancellor Brian Rogers.

The provost’s office has met with 
departments of  philosophy, music, 
journalism and theatre and film to 
name a few. More are scheduled 
throughout this week.

In a memo e-mailed to students on 
April 15, Henrichs said the cuts would 
affect 10 percent of  the programs at 
UAF and about two percent of  the 
student population.

In an email sent to philosophy 

students, Eduardo Wilner, department 
chair of  philosophy and humanities 
said the program “is terminated.” 
Wilner says there will be a “teach-out 
period, meaning that all majors will 
be given time to finish in a ‘timely-
fashion.’” Wilner was told by the 
provost’s office this means “within 
four years from the original day of  
enrollment.”

DEATH OF PHILOSOPHY: 
Provost cuts philosophy and humanities program

- more on program cuts, pg. 2

Spencer Tordoff
Sun Star

Although he originally announced 
plans to leave office June 1, University 
of  Alaska President Pat Gamble 
will stay on as long as September 
while the Board of  Regents select his 
replacement. If  all goes according to 
plan, the new president will take over 

at the start of  the fall semester.
“We asked Pat Gamble to extend 

the time he stays with us, and he was 
willing to stay through the fall, not 
past September,” said Regent Mary 
K. Hughes, chair of  the University of  
Alaska Ex-Officio Presidential Search 
Advisory Committee. “In doing so, 
he allowed us to give more time to the 
finalists.”

Under ordinary circumstances, 
finding a university president can take 
over a year. But with the university 
system facing steep budget deficits, 
time is not a luxury in selecting a 
new leader. By necessity, the latest 
presidential search is moving much 
faster than usual.

“This is an abbreviated search, a 
focused search,” Hughes said. “We’ve 
only had a few short months.”

The first stage of  the search started 
in January, shortly after Gamble 
announced his retirement. The 

Advisory Committee was formed, and 
a private consultant, R. Thomas Fitch 
of  Academic Search, Inc., was brought 
on to assist the process. The position 
of  UA President was advertised in 
national publications, and applications 
were accepted through March 31. 
Once the deadline passed, the advisory 
committee reviewed applications, 
chose candidates, and forwarded the 
results to the Board of  Regents on 
April 8.

“The search committee did an 
outstanding job,” Hughes said. “I was 
impressed with the work they did in a 
short amount of  time.”

The Board of  Regents will meet 
again on May 18 to review the search 
committee’s selections. With the help 
of  Fitch, interviews, background and 
reference checks will give the board 
a clearer picture of  the candidates. 
Ideally, the regents will be able to 
announce a list of  finalists after that - continued, pg. 3

meeting, though they may choose to 
spend additional time reviewing their 
options. The number of  applicants 
and their identities will be kept 
confidential until the announcement, 
to avoid jeopardizing their current 
employment.

One prominent candidate, 
Chancellor Brian Rogers, recently 
withdrew his name from consideration 
for the UA presidency, which was not 
anticipated by UA leadership.

“Chancellor Roger's retirement 
announcement was a surprise to the 
President, Board of  Regents and 
to the Presidential Search Advisory 
Committee,” said Board of  Regents 
Chair Jyotsna Heckman, via email. 
“While we had not expected this 
and feel a huge sense of  loss, we 
also understand the reasons that he 
outlined in his announcement.”  

Students organize to show support for 
sexual abuse survivors, take back the night

More than 40 students gathered outside Constitution Hall Friday night and marched toward Troth Yeddha’ to campaign against sexual assault and abuse.
 Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

- Full story, pg. 4

UA president Patrick Gamble (left)  
and UAF Chancellor Brian Rogers 
(right) both announced their 
resignations over the school year.
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The Sun Star’s mission as a 
campus voice for UAF is to 
report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce 
and chronicle events 
and provide a forum for 
expression of opinion.

The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary! Letters 
to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words.  
Please include the author’s 
full name and contact 
information (phone, e-mail 
or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the 
address above.  Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in 
the next issue.  All letters 
are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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POLICE 
BLOTTER

ASUAF
Associated Students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks

Heather Penn
Sun Star

The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

Dianna Rupp
Web Editor

Theft

April 7, 8:55 p.m. - An attempted 
theft of  a light bar from a Honda Civic 
in the north upper dorms parking lot 
was reported on Tuesday. The bar 
remained on the vehicle but was bent 
and had scratch marks consistent with 
a possible attempt to pry it from the 
car. Two possible suspects have been 
identified. The investigation remains 
open.

Traffic Stop

April 9, 12:09 a.m. - Wesley N. 
Tuzroyluke, 19, of  Point Hope, was 
arrested without incident after a traffic 
stop revealed he had warrants for his 

arrest. Tuzroyluke was pulled over 
for speeding on Tanana Loop. He 
admitted to having warrants and no 
drivers license. Two of  the warrants 
were for failure to appear in court 
and one was a probation violation. 
Tuzroyluke was taken to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center, and charged 
with Driving With a Revoked License 
and outstanding warrants.

Motor Vehicle Accident

April 9, 6:49 p.m. - A slight collision 
occurred in the Patty parking lot 
when a woman backed into another 
occupied car. No injuries were 
reported and the damage totaled less 
than $2,000 which meant officers 
didn't need to file a report. Instead 
they provided the two parties with the 
proper paperwork to file the incident 
themselves.

Suspicious Circumstances

April 10, 2015 - A loaded black 
32 caliber CZ handgun, with a full 
magazine was found hanging on 
a hook in a stall in the men's 4th 
floor bathroom at Gruening. Police 

secured the weapon and tracked 
down the owner who initially stated 
his gun had been stolen from his car. 
Officers discovered the individual has 
a class on the 4th floor that ended 10 
minutes before the gun was found. 
Officers located the owner who had 
an empty holster on his person. It 
is illegal to possess any firearms in 
school buildings and it is posted on the 
entrances to Gruening. Dorms are also 
forbidden areas though faculty and 
staff may have them at their residences 
in campus housing. People may have 
weapons on campus if  they are in 
transit as in picking up a weapon from 
the police gun room and bringing it to 
their car or from car to home. Possible 
charges may ensue.

Welfare Check

April 9, 12:18 p.m. - A concerned 
neighbor in Hess Village called the 
police to investigate what sounded 
like someone falling down the stairs. 
Officers responded and found the 
noise to be someone jumping up and 
down on the living room floor. This 
was a non-criminal incident and the 
noise ceased after the officers visit.

The e-mail said that philosophy 
might “survive in some form or another.”

A  sug ge s t ed  so lu t i on  wa s 
consolidating it with another program. 
Administration would prefer to merge 
it with the UAA philosophy program, 
according to Wilner. However, he said 
these solutions are “hypothetical, at 
best.”

“It’s a done deal," Mathew Harris, 
senior philosophy student said. "We 
can try and combat it, but it’s a small 
program that’s succumbing to statewide 
budget issues.”

As of  fall 2014, philosophy had eight 
degree seeking students, according to 
university data. The average graduating 
philosophy class in the past decade: 
three.

The program has one associate 
professor, one term professor (teacher 
without tenure), one adjunct professor 
and one professor emeritus.

In a memo sent to UAF faculty 
earlier this week, Provost Henrichs said, 
“most faculty and staff associated with 
the programs will not have immediate 
changes to their employment.”

Jonathan Quiñones, philosophy 
student and former president of  the 
UAF Socratic Society, says philosophy 
department chair Wilner and other 
teachers will attend their next meeting 
to explain details.

Last year, Quiñones helped 
established the Joseph C. Thompson 
Memorial Lecture Series, in honor 

of  the late philosophy professor. 
Thompson’s widow, Trina R. Mamoon, 
created a scholarship in his name 
specific to philosophy students. Last 
semester, student government made a 
$15,000 endowment to the scholarship. 
Quiñones says the lecture series will 
survive and he is waiting to hear how the 
scholarship will be repurposed.

Quiñones said the UAF Socratic 
Society will live on despite the 
uncertainty of  the philosophy program.

“This is definitely not the end of  
philosophy at UAF. We’re going to keep 
asking the tough questions,” he said.

Journalism, theatre, and film to 
explore collaboration on possible 

media arts degree

On Friday April 18, Henrichs 
sat down with the theatre, film and 
journalism departments. She told them 
they need to figure out how to combine 
elements of  their programs and submit a 
plan by December, according to sources 
inside the journalism department.

“We will be meeting with film and 
theater exploring possible enrollment 
gains for all three majors under a 
new Media Arts unit,” Brian Patrick 
O’Donoghue, journalism department 
chair, said.

O’Donoghue says they may offer, 
“targeted workforce-oriented technical 
degrees,” including AA degrees or 
a certificated program. The goal is 
that this leads directly to employment 

in “commercial photography or 
videography and editing.”

“It was a really productive meeting 
and we’re looking to continue our 
program in the strongest way that we 
can,” Carrie Baker, department chair of  
theatre and film, said.

Music and sociology programs 
face cuts

Earlier this week, the music 
department met with the provost’s 
office as well.

“They cut some of  the programs,” 
Eduard Zilberkant, music department 
chair, said. The “bachelor’s of  music in 
performance and bachelor’s in music 
ed is still in existence.” He declined 
to comment on specifics of  the cuts 
saying that the provost’s would make 
an official announcement later.

Kate Dillard, sociology 
department chair, said they’re meeting 
with the Provost Thursday, April 23. 
“I think it’s safe to say that we do 
not expect to retain our Bachelor of  
Science degree.”

 The process of  program reviews 
and cuts began last year when UAF 
projected a $14 million dollar budget 
deficit for fiscal year 2016. This 
was before the Alaska State House 
trimmed $25 million from the UA 
system in March.

UAF explores program cut options

Senators present: Lachlan Gilispie, 
Colby Freel, Jonathan Quiñones, 
Erik Rickards, Mitchell Davidson, 
Chris Hoch, Eli Barry-Garland, Matt 
Harris, Kayleen Hansen, Allyssia 
Garcia.

Senators absent excused: Mickey 
Zakurdaew and Cordero Reid.

Senators absent: Michael Magnan.

Cameras for the Sun Star: A bill 
regarding the assistance of  ASUAF 
in providing Sun Star with funds to 
purchase new cameras was presented 
by Senator Barry-Garland and sent 
to the Student Affairs Committee for 
further deliberation.

Barbeque Supplys: A bill dictating 
allocations of  funds to be used for an 

ASUAF barbeque was presented by 
Senator Barry-Garland and sent to 
the Public Relations Committee.

Agenda: A resolution to change 
minor formatting issues with the 
ASUAF weekly agendas was presented 
by Senator Barry-Garland and sent to 
the Internal Affairs Committee.

SRC Storage Funding: A bill 
allocating up to $22,950 from the 
Senate Rollover fund to be given 
to the Department of  Recreation, 
Adventure and Wellness program for 
use in purchasing new club storage 
systems for the SRC was passed with a 
vote of   10-0-1.

Minimum Contingencies: A bill 
aiming to reduce the amount that 
each committee chair receives in a 
personal committee contingencies 
was passed with a vote of  8-4-0.

Clinical-Community Psychology 
Program’s Cultural Experiences 

Event: A bill requesting up to $2,000 
from the senate rollover fund for use 
in funding the psychology program's 
cultural experiences event was passed 
with a unanimous vote.

Fencing Club Funding: A bill 
meant to provide up to $2,430 
in funding for the fencing club to 
purchase new gear and equipment 
was unanimously passed.

Corn Dogs: A bill meant to allocate 
funding within the ASUAF for the use 
in purchasing corn dogs that would 
be free to the public within the office 
was sent back to the Public Relations 
Committee to be discussed and to 
have amendments reflected in a new 
version of  the bill.

Reforming the Staff and Faculty 
Awards: A bill outlining the process 
in which ASUAF will provide awards 
of  recognition to staff and faculty was 
passed unanimously.

- continued from pg. 1 
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These are very stressful times 
across our UA system and UAF 
certainly faces its share of  it.”

Despite this turn of  events, 
Heckman emphasized that the 
timetable for finding a replacement 
has not changed.

“It is our expectation that we 
will have a replacement [president] 
in place before the start of  the next 
school year,” Heckman said.

Once the finalists are announced, 
then the third phase will begin. 
Commentary from faculty, staff, 
students and the community is usually 
sought during this part of  the search, 
to help the regents make their hiring 
decision. In 2010, when a replacement 
was sought for President Hamilton, 
the finalists toured system campuses 
during this phase. Whether time will 
allow for a similar tour during this 
search is yet to be seen, but in either 
event Hughes promises that our voices 
will matter.

“We’ll try to do something that 
will get as much feedback as we can in 
the time we have,” Hughes said. “We 
want people’s feedback. It’s very, very 
important to us.”

UA works to 
replace system 
president, UAF 
chancellor

The Free Store is part of the Office of Sustainability. You can go to www.uaf.edu/sustainability to learn about the office 
and how to “go green” on campus.

Jessica Herzog

On Earth Day, April 22, the UAF 
Office of  Sustainability will host their 
annual Green Carpet Awards. The 
awards honor faculty, students and staff 
who are “champions for sustainability,” 
Michele Mouton, director of  the UAF 
Office of  Sustainability, said.

Last year, students Ben Abbot and 
Alexander Bergman won certificates. 
Faculty member Falk Huettmann, 
associate professor of  wildlife ecology, 
also won.

The awards will help to engage 
campus in UAF’s sustainability 
movement, Mouton said. At least 30 
people are expected to arrive for the 
festivities, social hour and free food. 
The event is on April 22 at 3 p.m. in 
the Office of  Sustainability, located on 
the top floor of  Lola Tilly Commons. 
Mouton anticipates a successful event.

“Everyone comes to something 
where there’s free food,” she said.

The awards aren’t the only 
instance where UAF showcases and 
promotes sustainability.

Student driven projects and 
enthusiasm make UAF a national 
leader in sustainability, Mouton said. 
Programs like Green Bikes and the 
Free Store encourage students to be 
environmentally conscious, she said.

"Green Bikes is amazing," 
Austen Whitney, a freshman 
studying geological engineering, said. 
"Everyone should ride a bike."

Another sustainability project 
is the Renewable Energy Survey. 
UAF Cornerstone e-mailed the 
questionnaire to students on April 13.

As of  April 13, 90 people took 
the survey. Mouton hopes at least 500 
people “take the time” to participate, 
she said. 

According to the Cornerstone 
e-mail, those who participate are 
eligible for a drawing to receive 
prizes, including a solar charger from 
REI. They also help the Office of  
Sustainability and UAF Renewable 
Energy Subcommittee develop 
projects as part of  “a plan to meet 25 
percent of  UAF's energy demand with 
renewable sources by 2025."

"I took the survey," Whitney said. I 
support geothermal energy. I recognize 
UAF is limited, but it's important to 
work towards sustainability,” he said.

This push for renewable sources 
is part of  UAF’s Sustainability Plan, 
approved in January of  2015 after 
a yearlong process of  development 
by UAF's Renewable Energy 
Subcommittee. The committee is 
composed of  Alaska Center for 
Energy and Power engineers and 
UAF students and faculty interested in 
sustainability.

The plan outlines 13 strategies to 
make UAF more sustainable, Mouton 
said. These strategies include reducing 
energy usage and UAF’s carbon 
footprint. The Office of  Sustainability 
upgrades lighting to LED lighting 
on campus and off campus sites. 

Furthermore, campus buildings are 
assessed for water and energy use to 
determine efficiency, Mouton said. 
The strategies allow UAF to see "what 
renewable energy technology makes 
the most sense" and where on campus 
it is best implemented, she said.

“It’s good for us to know how 
campus feels about sustainable 
energy,” Mouton said. “If  there is 
enough support for renewable energy, 
we can make energy changes on 
campus,” she said.

Determining campus-wide feelings 
before making changes is the purpose 
of  the survey, Mouton said.

We want to know if  anyone 
currently uses sustainable energy 
and what their attitudes are towards 
implementing it on campus, Mouton 
said. We are looking for student ideas 
for sustainability projects and how we 
can replace fossil fuels at UAF with 
other types of  energy, she said.

David Dwyer, a sophomore 
studying natural resource 
management, supports sustainability. 
Solar panels would be feasible to 
improve energy consumption at UAF 
as well as using propane operated 
shuttles rather than the current diesel 
operated ones, he said.

If, like Dwyer, people have ideas 
to promote sustainability, they should 
take the survey, Mouton said. They 
can submit their ideas and opinions.

Sustainability should be pushed 
more on campus, Dwyer said. “If  
people don’t see it, they forget.”

Sustainability unrolls ‘Green Carpet’
Jessica Herzog
Sun Star

A reported rape led investigators 
to Nanooks Hockey player Nolan 
Christopher Youngmun, 23, a senior 
petroleum engineering student at UAF. 
He was arrested and charged with first 
and second degree sexual assault.

The victim alleged that on Easter 
morning she awoke to Youngman 
standing naked in her apartment. 
The victim then reported that he said, 
“let’s do this,” and proceeded to rape 
her. She claims to have told Youngman 
repeatedly to, “get off and stop.”

The victim reports that when she 
later left her apartment Youngman 
was sitting naked in the living room. 
He made a motion with his lips telling 
her to “sssh," which she took as a 
threat to keep quiet.

Police identified Youngman and 
placed him under arrest. According 
to charging documents he initially 
claimed they did not have sex, but 
later recanted stating, “OK, well, if  we 
did, I didn’t force you to do anything.” 
He claimed the sex was consensual but 
admitted to not remembering much of  
the night. Alcohol was a factor.

Investigator Kyle Carrington 
noticed inconsistencies with 
Youngmun’s statements regarding a 
recorded communication with the 
victim.

According to charging documents, 
the victim and Youngmun were 
acquaintances that only knew each 
other through similar social circles. 
Youngman had arrived at the 
apartment earlier with a friend to talk 
to another female. At some point the 
trio split up and Youngman arrived at 
the victim’s room.

Youngman is currently being 
held with no bail at the Fairbanks 
Correctional Center.

Officers applaud the victim for 
coming forward and ensure, “cases 
like this are taken very seriously and 
handled with the utmost diligence,” 
Keith Mallard, UAF Police Chief, said.

Heather Penn
Sun Star

UAF student held 
at FCC under rape 
charges

The emission of  carbon and 
methane from permafrost in arctic 
and sub-arctic regions like Alaska is 
predicted to be slower than previously 
researched.

The Permafrost Carbon Network 
is part of  a multi-million dollar 
project that’s part of  the study of  
the Environmental Arctic Change 
Project, headed by the University of  
Alaska Fairbanks.

The network is made up 
internationally of  over 200 members, 
17 of  which came together in 2011 
to answer the questions of  how much 
permafrost carbon is out there, what 
are the ways it is released into the 
atmosphere and what is the impact 
the emission has on global warming 
over time.

The group included UAF 
scientists, A. David McGuire, U.S. 
Geological Survey senior scientist 
and climate modeling expert with the 
UAF Institute of  Arctic Biology, and 
Vladimir Romanovsky, a permafrost 
expert with the UAF Geophysical 

Institute.
The published scientific synthesis 

paper released on April 9 in the 
"Journal of  Nature" describes their 
methods of  synthesizing previous 
research to provide a new study on a 
slower emission process that disproves 
previous studies describing the 
emission like a bomb.

Permafrost is soil at or below the 
freezing point of  water that stays 
frozen. It is being un-thawed by global 
warming, releasing carbon dioxide 
and methane into the atmosphere. 
Permafrost soil contains double 
the carbon dioxide that is in the 
atmosphere and methane is 22 times 
more powerful than carbon dioxide, 
according to NASA’s greenhouse gas 
tracking database.

The arctic and sub-arctic 
permafrost emission is being discussed 
more as global warming causes more 
thawing of  the soil.

“The published research on 
permafrost carbon has been increasing 
exponentially in the last 20 years, 
so there is a lot of  new information 
emerging,” said McGuire, co-author 
of  the UAF research publication.

According to the scientist’s 

synthesis, “Climate Change and 
the Permafrost Carbon Feedback,” 
permafrost has warmed nearly 11 
degrees Fahrenheit in the last 30 years, 
heating up to just over 28 degrees. 
In regions of  high latitudes the 
temperature had risen 1.1 degrees per 
decade during the same time period. 
The Permafrost Carbon Network’s 
research combines previous research 
with evidence that the permafrost 
process may be more prolonged and 
not accelerate climate warming as 
much as previous research argues.

“We needed to base our review on 
only published information, even if  
we are aware of  papers that might be 
published in a year or two,” McGuire 
said.

The research on permafrost will 
help mitigate the effects it may have 
in the future on arctic and sub-arctic 
regions. In their published synthesis, 
scientists say the prolonged warming 
will give society time to adapt to 
environmental changes.

“We are going to continue to 
address areas of  uncertainties we 
weren’t able to address,” McGuire 
said. “For example the effects of  sub-
sea permafrost.”

Victoria Elleby
Sun Star

Scientists discuss permafrost, greenhouse gasses

- continued from pg. 1 
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Members of  the UAF community 
gathered at Constitution Park Friday, 
April 17 to give their support to sexual 
assault survivors by taking back the 
night. More than 40 people showed 
their respect for those sharing their 
stories and showing those watching 
that no one is alone.

The Nanook Diversity and 
Action Council along with the 
Student Activities Office organized 
a Take Back the Night march in 
part with sexual awareness month. 
Those who attended listened to UAF 
community members speak out 
against interpersonal violence and the 
importance of  not standing idly by. 
Keith Mallard, UAF police chief, said 
passion and desire were not enough, 
people must act to foster a community 
that doesn't tolerate sexual assault.

Those in attendance continued to 
march to Troth Yeddha’ Park, a place 
of  reflection to look to the past and 
continue towards a better future.

“It’s important to show support 
to the survivors,” Daniel Nero, 
NDAC representative, said. Those 
who have experienced some form of  
sexual assault often feel that they did 
something wrong, that is never the 
case, he said. “We are here to show 
them that we still love them,” Nero 
said. No one ever asks to be assaulted 
and left feeling unloved and alone.

Take Back the Night started as a 
way for women to express their anger 
and frustration created by those who 
violate others through forms of  sexual 
assault.

“We are here to protest and 
call attention to the violent crimes 
against women,” Dr. Kayt Sunwood, 
coordinator of  UAF Women’s Center, 

said. Those who come together and 
stand tall regardless of  the horrible 
acts committed against them show 
that they are not victims but survivors. 
It is the hope that one day Take Back 
the Night will be a celebration of  
how far people have come to stand 
up against sexual assault and other 
forms of  interpersonal violence, she 
said. “We can work together to change 
the culture and change the world,” 
Sunwood said.

It is important to recognize that 
assault happens every day. “Sexual 

assault is not just a community issue, 
it is a global one,” Jerzy Ellanna, 
Women’s Center student worker, said. 
It will take more than just passion to 
stop interpersonal violence, action 
is required, she said. “It is important 
to bring attention to these issues as it 
affects everyone,” Ellanna said.

Last Friday, the Student Activities Office and the Nanook Diversity and Action 
Council lead a Take Back the Night Rally from Constitution Park to Troth Yed-
dha’ as part of April Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Keith Mallard, UAFPD chief of police, 
pictured above, spoke at Take Back 
the Night, along with Kayt Sunwood, 
Women’s Center Coordinator; and  
Amy Cross, a UAF student and sexual 
assault survivor.

Dani Atkins / Contributor

Dani Atkins
Contributor

Disclaimer:  Dani Atkins is a stu-
dent worker at the Student Activi-
ties Office, one of the organizers of 

the Take Back the Night march.

Students speak out for a safer campus

Every Wednesday night, members 
of  the Kendama Club usually meet 
in Gruening to practice their juggling 
and spiking skills.

Kendama is a sort of  traditional 
Japanese yo-yo, where the goal is to 
balance a ball on one of  three holes, 
or land it on a spike. Tricks range from 
balancing the ball in difficult places to 
juggling it back and forth between the 
holes.

"It's just extremely fun," Alex 
Kessler, Activities Manager said. 
"Landing a trick is unlike any other 
feeling."

It's a relatively new club, but 
already has more than 10 members. 
Although skill levels range from 

beginner to advanced, the real goal 
of  the club is just to create a place to 
hangout and have fun, according to 
club president Jordan Scott.

"The goal is to have fun, show the 
kendama to more people and create a 
place where people can just come and 
mess around," Scott said.

Scott also plans to take a trip to 
compete in Washington or even Japan. 
During competitions, students are 
rated based off of  how well they can do 
tricks, and how hard those tricks are.

Almost everyone in attendance 
agreed that learning new skills on the 
kendama was what kept them coming 
back.

"My favorite thing is just how 
much fun it is to see someone get a 
new trick, or teach somebody a trick," 
Scott said.

Kendama Club members 
juggle fun, competition
Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

Right:  A member of the Kendama club practices landing the ball during a 
meeting on Wednesday night.
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For some, knitting conjures an 
image of  a grandma clicking needles, 
perhaps in a rocking chair creaking 
back and forth across the floorboards. 
If  you’re lucky, the house smells like 
fresh baked cookies, but sometimes it 
just smells. The woman in the chair is 
knitting a sweater the texture of  burlap 

and the color of  canned green beans. 
After Christmas, that sweater will live 
the rest of  its life in the rejected dust of  
her grandson’s closet.

Such impressions are outdated. 
The traditional hand-knit style of  
Scandinavian and Icelandic clothing 
has found a foothold in contemporary 
fashion. This has made knitting a 
popular hobby for those living urban 
lifestyles, as well as those in places 
that smell of  fresh-cut grass and sheep 
manure.  Locally, the University of  
Alaska Fairbanks has a yarn craft 
club called Frozen Fibers. The club, 
composed of  10 young men and 
women, was founded at the beginning 
of  spring semester  2015.

Members meet at Arctic Java, 
in the Wood Center, on Sunday 
afternoons to work on their projects, 
share patterns and newly discovered 
techniques and socialize over cups of  
coffee.

“Mostly it’s nice to just be in 
other people's company while you're 
doing it,” Rebekah Green, a freshman 
biology major, said at the Frozen Fibers 
gathering. “Instead of  just sitting in 
your dorm doing it alone.”

The table at the Frozen Fibers 
yarn craft club is covered in skeins of  
yarn and everyone is working on their 
projects, chatting and laughing about 

funny things that happened over the 
weekend. Many of  them learned to 
knit or crochet as children, and are 
now teaching their friends how to do 
it. Tiana Liu, a UAF freshman and 
Frozen Fibers participant who goes by 
the nickname “T”, recently learned 
how to crochet and is now working on 
his first project.

“I used to watch my mom do 
it when I was little,” Liu said while 
stitching away on a blue scarf. “Now 
here I am doing it.”

In a 2013 interview with GQ 
Australia, Ryan Gosling said that he 
learned how to knit on the set of  “Lars 
and the Real Girl,” and that if  he 
could design his perfect day, it would 
be spent knitting. Following suit, other 
men have started knitting as well. NBA 
player, Glen “Big Baby” Davis posted 
a video on his YouTube channel 
about taking up knitting to pass the 
time during the 2011 NBA lockout. 
According to Michael Del Vecchio’s 
knitting guide for men, “Knitting with 
Balls,” many sailors in Newfoundland, 
Canada have a long tradition of  
knitting, both to pass the time and as a 
tool to mend their nets.  In December 
2014, Vogue magazine named well-
known Japanese designer, Ken OE, 
as one of  their “8 Best Knitwear 
Designers” for his clothing line, 

Coohem. OE is inspired by Ivy League 
fashion, and Vogue described his work 
as “whimsical and unexpected.” Even 
Hagrid the hairy half-giant was said 
to have “sat knitting what looked 
like a canary-yellow circus tent,” in 
J.K. Rowling’s “Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone.”

Knitting’s popularity was rekindled 
in Fairbanks approximately 15 years 
ago, according to Paula Brink-Hart, 
a retired school teacher and part-
time employee of  the local Inua Wool 
Shoppe. She said that's when the yarn 
market went from selling primarily 
warm, but itchy traditional wool to 
an explosion of  varied colors, textures 
and price ranges. There was furry 
yarn and velvety yarn, silk and alpaca, 
natural browns and electric blues. 
According to Brink-Hart, knitting 
turned into a way of  self-expression. 

Back when Brink-Hart was 
teaching elementary school, she would 
teach all her students how to knit, and 
before she knew it, the older students 
would be teaching the younger ones 
how to knit in their free time.

“They liked it so much that, it 
would always be ‘Ms. Brink-Hart, can 
we knit now?’” Brink-Hart recalled, 
laughing. “‘No, honey, finish your two 
paragraphs first and then you can 
knit.’”

Younger generation revives the art of knitting
Sydney Reese
Sun Star

(From left to right) Austen Hitchcock, 
Stacio Cascio, Ashley Thornton, 
Rebekah Green knit during a meeting 
of the Frozen Fibers club.

Sydney Reese / Sun Star
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Use a 
condom 
and get 
tested 
regularly.

Alaska’s 
STD rates 
are some of 
the highest 
in the 
country.

Condoms are available at the Student 
Health and Counseling Center. Those 
eligible for Student Health benefits can 

also get STI testing at the center. Or, to 
find a testing location near you go to  
www.iknowmine.org 

495

Seasonal Move-in Special - First Month FREE!

WANT TO BE A REPORTER?
The Sun Star is looking for         

reporters! If you are
interested in writing for us 

and becoming a 
journalist Please contact us 

at 907-474-5078474-7540



6

www.uafsunstar.com CAMPUS LIFEthe Sun Star -April 21, 2015

Album review:
“Homecoming,” by Sammy Adams

Perhaps the most positive thing 
about Homecoming by Sammy Adams 
is  the music on the album is very 
inviting for a party. Homecoming is 
Adam’s second and most recent EP. It 
was released on Nov. 19, 2013. Before 
I get into the actual music of  it all, I 
just want to comment on the idea of  
releasing two EPs, and not releasing 
an actual full LP. Honestly, I think this 
length of  the album fits the kind of  
vibe that Adams is trying to put in the 
music and lyrics. You see, by having a 
short album of  songs about nothing but 
partying, Adams doesn’t beat around the 
bush, and puts out a vibe and a message 
of  “Let’s party, have a good time, and 
just forget about our troubles in life.” I 
think this really works in a shorter form, 
so that it doesn’t overstay its welcome.

Now, onto the actual review of  the 
music. What I find to be the biggest 
weakness of  this album is also its biggest 
strength. All of  the songs sound very 

similar, and seem to convey the same 
message. That message, is to just have 
a good time all of  the time. Songs like 
“Awesome” sound the same as the songs 
before and after it on the album. Now, 
is this a bad thing? Not necessarily. You 
see, I can understand people wanting 
to have a good time with their music. 
That’s the main reason that people 
listen to all types of  music. It’s to 
entertain yourself  and to have a good 
time expressing what you feel about life 
in an audio form. I get it. However, I 
found this album to be generic. This 
doesn’t mean that it’s bad. It just means 
that this album does nothing new for 
contemporary hip-hop. It’s just like every 
Lil Wayne, Nicki Minaj, and Kanye 
West album. Now, is this Adams’ fault? 
No. He’s just making the music that 
he loves to make, and is writing lyrics 
about the topics that he thinks expresses 
himself  best as an artist and a person. 
It’s just that this is the kind of  hip-hop 
that people have already heard before, 
is all over mainstream pop radio, and is 
played at every party and dance club.

I find it somewhat ironic that in one 

Wyatt J. Wilcher
Music Columnist

COLUMN

The Green Dot program is a 
training system designed to give people 
of  all personalities a way to help when 
someone is in need.

"If  Facebook can change our 
culture so can this,” Keith Mallard, 
UAF chief  of  police, said.

Two students who recently 
attended a Green Dot training class at 
UAF witnessed a man pushing liquor 
on a female. She was getting quite 
drunk. The man forcing drinks was 
quite intimidating and the student 
was unsure of  approaching him. The 
two students remembered one of  the 
steps in the training, called delegation. 
They located the female’s friends and 
told them the situation. The friends 
ensured she went home with them. 
“Stories like this are what comes from 
training like this," Mallard said.

The Green Dot program aims to 
bring an awareness to campus and 
the Fairbanks community using a 
humanitarian viewpoint. Many people 
want to intervene when a person is in 
need yet it does not happen often as 
witnessed by a viral YouTube video. 
The video shows an unconscious 
woman being assaulted on the beach 
by multiple men in a crowd of  
hundreds. No one helps.

Another example of  Green Dot in 
action took place in Juneau. A couple 
were walking home when another 
couple near them started yelling at 
each other. To de-escalate the situation 
the man ran up to the inebriated 
couple and said there was a moose in 
town. This immediately distracted the 
couple from the argument, Mallard 
said. Juneau does not have moose.

Establishing new norms raises 
awareness of  the problems that sexual 
assault and assault cause. According 
to a 2011 UAA study, “one in five 
college students are sexually assaulted 
or attempted assault.” The numbers 
increase each year. Ten percent of  the 
victims are male.

The program teaches the learners 
tools that can help them when a 
situation needs addressing. Using the 
three “D’s,” a person can learn how to 
directly intervene, delegate or distract.

Direct intervention is recognizing 
a problem and directly involving 
yourself  in stopping the negative 
action. Delegation requires someone 
else separating the two. Lastly, 
distraction can come in the form of, 
“telling the aggressor that their car is 
being towed,” Mallard said.

This type of  approach enables 
people who may be particularly shy or 
non-confrontational a chance to still 
have a voice and potentially prevent a 
situation before it happens.

The Green Dot program is the 
brainchild of  Dr. Dorothy Edwards, 
who holds a Ph.D. in Counseling 
Psychology. According to the Green 
Dot website, the goal is to prepare 
“organizations/communities to 
implement a strategy of  violence 
prevention that consistently, 
measurably reduces power-based 
person violence (including sexual 
violence, domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking, child abuse, elder 
abuse and bullying).”

Mallard believes if  you think 
of  red dots all over a map, each one 
represents a moment in time when 
someone chose to hurt someone else. 
The green dot is the same moment in 
time but the choice is to prevent the 
red dot from occurring.

There will be a green dot booth 
set-up at mud-volleyball in the Nenana 
Parking during SpringFest.  A small 
play featuring aspects of  the program 
as it relates to the actors and storyline 
will be at Hess Rec. on Friday, April 24 
at 1,2, and 3 p.m. "Walk a Mile in Her 
Shoes," a campaign aimed at bringing 
awareness to abuse will be at Pioneer 
Park on Saturday, April 25 at 2 p.m.. 
Participants wear high heels to literally 
walk a mile in her shoes.

Green Dot 
Training aims to 
reduce violence
Heather Penn
Sun Star

of  the songs off the album, “Waste,” 
Adams raps a lyric that goes like “Seems 
easy to say f--- it and get wasted.  But 
if  you get a chance to change don’t 
waste it”. The reason I find this ironic 
is because in the song, Adams is talking 
about change, yet this album doesn’t 
change very much from song to song, 
it doesn’t change in subject matter or 
rhythmic style, and it certainly doesn’t 
change the contemporary hip-hop genre, 
but it’s a good, albeit average, time 
that one can have while listening to it, 
if  that’s your sort of  thing. Now, keep 
in mind, I am mostly a hard rock and 
heavy metal fan, so maybe this album, 
and, more specifically, this kind of  music 
just isn’t for me. However, one thing’s 
for sure. When Sammy plays at UAF on 
April 24, it’s going to be one big party.

Wyatt Wilcher is a 19-year-
old English major at UAF, with a 
passion for old-school hard rock 
and metal music. He plays bass 
and guitar, and looks forward to 

collaborating with other metal fans. 

Interviewer: Miss Euphoria, tell 
us about 'PRICK <<~~' which, for 
readers who aren't familiar with it, is 
happening on Wednesday April 22, at 
The Pub. Can you tell us a little bit 
about what is happening that night?

 
Euphoria: Yes, certainly. DJ Pika 
will be there and putting on a great 
music set. It will be MCed by Heather 
Warren, an MFA candidate who is 
graduating this spring. There will also, 
hopefully, be a short documentary 
about me called 'I'm Pretty Sure 
I'm Gorgeous' which was created 
by Rebecca Lawhorne, but is not 
completely finished yet. 'PRICK 
<<~~' started off as an honors thesis 
presentation for Eran Eads, a current 
English undergraduate who is about 
to head off to the Iowa Writers' 
Workshop next fall, and spiraled into 
a fun poetry and drag-ish show.

 
Interviewer: Will you be performing?

 
Euphoria: No, Eran will be half-
dragged and that's as close as you'll get 
to seeing me but I will be there in spirit 
and you will be able to see me in the 
documentary.

 
Interviewer: Are you a poet as well? 
And are you passionate about poetry?

 
Euphoria: Yes, I am! I am currently 
working on a poetry chapbook. 

Perhaps Eran will perform one of  the 
poems from that collection, but I'm 
not sure he'll have time.

 
Interviewer: How did poetry and 
drag collide and form this dance 
party/reading?

 
Euphoria: Well drag has always 
mocked identity. I don't think people 
realize that contemporary poetry does 
the same thing. It's easy to forget that 
drag and poetry are both telling the 
audience "you are not the clothes you 
wear, you are not your gender status, 
you are not what you think you are!" 
The event is going to be very queer in 
every single sense of  that word!

 
Interviewer: Why is the event called 
Prick?

 
Euphoria: Oh, great question. It 
sounds transgressive and works well 
and it has that hard K in it. Eran's 
honors thesis is called 'Swallow' and 
Heather's master's thesis is called 
'Short Jabs'... the combination of  the 
ideas within both collections seemed 
to be perfectly encapsulated by 'Prick'. 
Also, punctuation is very important 
to both of  them and their work, so 
we added '<<~~'. Donald Crocker 
helped immensely and it means the 
world to be able to have this event 
occur on campus. There are so many 
ways in which queerness is quelled at 

UAF and so it's fabulous to be able 
to see this event happen on campus. 
There will be drag queens, drag kings 
and a lot of  other fabulous identities. 
Come dressed as you want to be. That 
could mean dressing differently than 
you typically would or being non-
conformist and being there in your 
regular clothes. I think everyone who 
is over 21 should go!

 
Interviewer: This campus is getting 
better about being accepting of  
queerness, I mean, "Miss Euphoria's 
Sex Advice" is a good example of  
that, right? Thank you for doing 
this interview, do you have any final 
thoughts?

 
Euphoria: The Sun Star has been 
incredibly warm to my crazy drag-ness. 
I was so impressed with Lakeidra as 
the editor-in-chief  and then when Sam 
took over I was equally impressed. They 
both took a lot of  risk by publishing 
my column. I received a lot of  positive 
letters from people but I know they 
received a lot of  negative feedback. They 
championed a drag queen sex advice 
column in an Alaskan campus... how 
punk is that?! I love it! Okay, getting back 
to 'Prick <<~~', it's going to be a lot of  
fun and it's going to raise a few eyebrows! 
It's not just for the students, it's for faculty 
and staff! It's for everyone. It's a dance-
culmination of  drag and poetry and I 
hope everyone who is able, will make 
time in their busy schedule for it.

The Pub to host ‘Prick <<--’ a poetry event
a (mock) interview with the one and only Miss Euphoria

This fall, the familiar yellow 
comment sheet and Scantron bubble 
page of  teacher evaluation forms 
could be obsolete.

UAF is implementing an electronic 
evaluation pilot program this spring 
that will affect 20 percent of  traditional 
courses, according to Andrea 
Ferrante, chair of  the electronic 
course assessment implementation 
committee.

On Monday April 20, 2015 
students from select courses received 
a course evaluation survey via e-mail. 
The deadline for participating is May 
4. Identities of  the students are still 
confidential.

Teachers will receive feedback 
from evaluations before May is 
out. Typically, feedback from paper 
evaluations can take half  a year or 
longer.

The move would save $73,000 

in associated staffing and supply 
costs. However, the net cost would 
be roughly the same because of  the 
university’s contract with the hosting 
company according to Dr. Alexandra 
Fittz, vice provost and accreditation 
liaison officer 

There is a downside.
“Once an institution goes to 

electronic format, the response rate is 
going to drop,” Ferrante said.

Response rates for the paper 
forms are 65-70 percent. At similar 
universities, when they switched to 
online form, participation dropped to 
20 percent.

The implementation committee 
hopes for 25 percent.

Ideas to spur student interest are 
varied.

One idea to increase participation 
in the surveys is to “match it with 
monetary value,” he said.

For example, for every completed 
survey 10 cents would be added to a 
travel fund, or donated to a charity 

fund. The students would decide the 
charity and how the travel fund money 
is spent.

Another idea is to release grades 
earlier to students who complete the 
survey.

The survey will consist of  one 
section of  nine questions, four 
instructor-specific, five related to the 
professor. Each will have a comment 
field.

The pilot program was distributed 
among lecture, lab-based and video-
conferencing classes to get a wide 
representation of  classes, according to 
Ferrante.

Classes taught by tenure-track 
teachers were not include in the pilot 
program because the online responses 
“could change consistency” of  
evaluations, Ferrante said.

While student participation is a 
concern, "If  the instructor is into the 
tool [electronic evaluation] and can 
see the benefit, you won't need any 
trick or system," Ferrante said.

Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

UAF launches online instructor evaluations
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Woman on the Street
Addis Gonzalez / Sun Star

“What is your favorite part of SpringFest weekend?”
This week, we asked students:

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam 
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Tuesday 21
6 p.m. – Miss Representation 
documentary is playing for free in 
the Arctic Java.

It explores how mainstream media 
adds to the under-representation of 
women in influential positions by 
emphasizing limited and disparaging 
views of women.

7 p.m. – Game Night. Smash Bros. 
Melee Tournament starts at 7:45 
p.m. In Wood Center Multilevel 
Lounge.

-Over 21-

5:30 p.m. – Food Film Festival in 
The Pub.

Films shown to educate about food, 
farming and healthy living. Film 
about Inupiat subsistence life in 
Northwest Alaska.

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia at 8:30 p.m.

 

Wednesday 22
5:30 p.m. – The Art of Observation: 
Linking Science and Art. This week’s 
showcase in the Schaible Auditorium.

7 p.m. – Open Mic Night.  at Arctic 
Java.

-Over 21-

5:30 p.m. - Food Film Festival in The 
Pub. As well as Hump Day Specials.

Thursday 23
12-2 p.m. – SpringFest kick off BBQ. 
On the Wood Center Upper Patio. 
Dance Off  at 1:05 p.m. Watermelon 

drop off of Gruening at 1:35 p.m..

1:10 p.m. – Music At One Ten. 
Student recitals in the Davis Concert 
Hall.

10 p.m. – Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 1 is playing in the 
Hess Rec for FREE.

-Over 21-

5:30 p.m. – Food Film Festival in 
The Pub, followed by Shagg at 8 p.m. 
playing Funkadelic Disco.

 

Friday 24
SPRINGFEST! NO CLASSES!

6 a.m. - Case Day, breakfast beer.

 

12-4 p.m. – Mud Volleyball in the 
Nenana Parking Lot.

2 p.m. – BBQ at Cutler.

7:30 p.m. – “The Ash Girl” By 
Timberlake Wertenbaker at the Lee 
Salisbury Theatre.

In a big old house Ashgirl lives 
huddled deep in the protection of an 
ashy hearth. With her mother dead, 
and her father away, she lives with 
her stepmother and two stepsisters. 
When the invitation to the ball arrives 
from the Prince, Ashgirl finds the 
strength to go with the help of her 
friends, some of whom come from 
unexpected places. This retelling of 
the classic Cinderella fairy tale is like 
a mix of C.S. Lewis and Sondheim’s 
Into the Woods: an eclectic fairy tale 
anthology.

For more information please contact 
Kim Eames at kkeames@alaska.edu or 

visit http://www.uaf.edu/theatrefilm/
current-season/ to purchase tickets.

8 p.m. – Rapper Sammy Adams 
will be performing live at the SRC. DJ 
Spencer Lee will be opening at 8 p.m. 
Tickets at Wood Center front desk 
and online. $15 for students with 
Polar Express in advance and $25 for 
general public. $5 extra at the door.

8 p.m. – Fairbanks Symphony 
Orchestra Season Finale. Carmina 
Burana performed by guest soloists 
and the Fairbanks Symphony 
Orchestra and Choruses. At the 
Davis Concert Hall. For additional 
information please contact George 
Rydlinski at grydlinski@alaska.edu

10:30 p.m. – Club Tropic Dance in 
Hess Rec.

-Over 21-

5-8 p.m. – Pub karaoke. Then The 
Pub is closed for the night.

Saturday 25
9 a.m. – Student Awards Breakfast 
in the Wood Center Ballroom

10 a.m. – 5 p.m. – Gun Show in the 
Patty Center. Admission is $5.

12 p.m. – Boulder Competition at 
the SRC.

12 p.m. -Beach Bum 5k Run Taku Lot  
$10 per entry.

2-6 p.m. Field Day at Beluga Field

12-4 p.m. – Family Day at UA 
Museum of the North. Free for kids 
14 and under. Families are invited to 
become an archaeologist for the day!

1-3 p.m. – Knocker Ball at the SRC. 
People in large plastic bubbles 
playing soccer.

7 p.m. – Ensemble 64.8 Percussion 
Concert. In the Davis Concert Hall. 
$5 for Students, $10 for general 
admission. Call 474.7555 or email 
laharriger@alaska.edu for more 
information.

7:30 p.m. – “The Ash Girl” By 
Timberlake Wertenbaker at the Lee 
Salisbury Theatre.

9 p.m. – The Hobbit: Battle of the 
Five Armies is playing in the Hess 
Rec for FREE.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. – Steve Brown & the Bailers 
with opening act Sheri Wolf in The 
Pub. Toe tappin’ folkabilly.

 

Sunday 26
2 p.m. – “The Ash Girl”  By 
Timberlake Wertenbaker at Lee 
Salisbury Theatre.

4 p.m. – Fairbanks Symphony 
Orchestra Season Finale. Carmina 
Burana will be performed in the 
Davis Concert Hall. For additional 
information please contact George 
Rydlinski at grydlinski@alaska.edu

 

Monday 27
7 p.m. – Northern Lights String 
Orchestra Concert. This event will 
take place in the Davis Concert hall 
and is FREE.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. – Scavenger Hunt in The Pub.

“The BBQ!” 

-Andres Dajles, 
statistics 
graduate 
student

“I haven’t experienced 
SpringFest. Chances 

are I’ll be busy though, 
so I won’t go.” 

-Anthony 
B. Crocker, 

freshman justice 
student

“This is my first year 
here, so I really have no 
idea but the volleyball 
thing looked like fun.” 

- Auna Springer, 
freshman 

paramedicine 
student

“Case Day!” 

-Britt Glaeser, 
senior business 
administration 

student

“Probably Sammy 
Adams, I’m like in love 

with him!” 

-Jessica Sueskind, 
junior sociology 

student

“I think currently 
it’d have to be aerial 
arts because I have a 
performance on field 

day.” 

- Ron Casto, 
junior wildlife 

biology and 
conservation 

student
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With so many online classes 
available, what should you look for?

Knowledgeable faculty - Kenai Peninsula College prides itself on 
offering high quality classes, taught by instructors who are trained in 
distance delivery.

Proven quality - Many KPC courses are Quality Matters (QM) certified.  
QM classes must pass rigorous quality assurance reviews.

Compare class sizes - Don’t get lost in your online class. The maximum 
class size at KPC is 30 students.

A stellar track record - Distance students in the University of Alaska are 
able to take advantage of course offerings throughout the University 
system. KPC is a University leader in distance education.

GIVE KPC A TRY! FALL REGISTRATION OPEN NOW.
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU OR CALL US AT 1.877.262.0330

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer & educational institution.


