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Unlike many medical facilities in 
Fairbanks, the UAF Health Center 
now offers hormone therapy.

More than 60 other schools, such 
as Harvard, Stanford, M.I.T. and 
Washington University, also offer the 
service, according to an article entitled 
“College Health Plans Respond as 
Transgender Students Gain Visibility” 
published by the New York Times.

The service is part of  a recent push 
to bring transgender awareness and 

At the end of  March, UA 
campuses introduced the Incident 
Public Reporting Portal, also called 
Origami. Students, staff and faculty 
can now report any unsafe conditions 
or incidents through this portal.

The new reporting system is a 
“one stop program to report injury 
and noninjury incidents,” Kimberly 
Knudsen, safety officer, said. Anyone 
with UA credentials, from any campus, 
can access Origami and fill out the 
form.

According to the Environmental 
Health, Safety and Risk Management 
(EHSM) website, the incidents that 
need to be reported on Origami are 
“UA Employee Injuries (including 
student employees), Non-Employee 
Injuries (Including Students), Unsafe 
Conditions, Damaged Property, 
Damaged Vehicle.”

Unsafe conditions can be a wide 
range of  situations, such as not enough 
lighting, damaged walkways or even 
lack of  accessibility for wheelchairs.

“I would be inclined to report 
unsafe conditions,” James Durkee, 
executive director of  technology and 
oversight services, said.

Manon Grimault
Sun Star Contributor

resources to campus, Kris Racina said. 
She is the associate vice chancellor for 
university and student advancement. 
UAF is becoming more progressive, 
she said. 

Before, only one doctor in 
Fairbanks provided the service, 
Zoey Kohrt, a sophomore studying 
elementary education, said. She 

is transgender and knows that 
transgender people face “an extra 
level of  difficulty” with things like their 
name, living arrangements and finding 
acceptance and resources, she said. It 

is uncomfortable to “out yourself ” 
and explain things such as why you 
want your name changed. UAF is now 
providing more accessible resources 

This year in review:

Even while facing massive budget cuts, NCAA sanctions, a federal Title IX investigation and temperatures that reached minus 40, UAF students managed to 
keep it together and have an incredible year, from dominating sports to partying during SpringFest.  See more on pg. 3

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

A photographic reflection 
of the 2014-2015 school year

Health Center now offers hormone therapy
Jessica Herzog
Sun Star

UA system debuts 
new incident
reporting system

Engineering building officially receives no funding

and options for transgender students 
to alleviate the extra steps they take, 
she said.

The Gender and Sexuality Alliance 
is a driving force behind the Health 
Center offering hormone therapy, Alex 
Topel said. He is a member of  the GSA 
and a freshman studying secondary 
education and English. Hormone 
therapy, along with the gender-neutral 
housing offered in Bartlett hall and 
Title IX, will increase awareness and 
respect towards transgender people 
and issues on campus, he said.

"It’s a really tough issue, but ultimately 
this is individual choice and we shouldn’t 

disrespect a person’s choice."

The State's budget, waiting to 
be confirmed by the senate finance 
committee, has allocated $0 for UAF's 
capital budget. UAF will be unable 
to complete the new engineering 
building without any funding from the 

state, which will require a total of  $30 
million to be completed.

"We will demobilize the entire site 
in late August and the work site will 
reopen to public, meaning the road 
and sidewalks, on September 15th.  No 
other work will occur after September 
30th," Cameron Wohlford, senior 
project manager for UAF Design and 
Construction, said.

Depending on the price of  oil, the 
state may have to make further cuts 
to UAF's budget in the future, or may 
be able to restore the previous level of  
funding.

"If  we never get state funding, 
the building will probably never be 
finished.  $30 plus million is very hard 
to finance or fund raise," Wohlford 
said.

Chris Hoch
Sun Star

UAF water fails to meet EPA regulations
Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

Last week, UAF informed students 
that water quality failed federal 
standards because of  an excess of  
trihalomethanes, or TTHMS. They 
form when chlorine used to disinfect 
the water interacts with organic 
material, according to the EPA. Scott 
Bell, vice chancellor of  facility services, 
said they've come up with a solution 
to reduce TTHMS that will cost the 
university between 8-10 thousand 
dollars a month.

"We are installing activated carbon 
filtration of  our source water, which 
should remove much of  the natural 
organic material," Bell said. The filter 
is expected to be in place by the end 
of  May. It requires replacement every 
month which will cost the university 
8-10 thousand dollars a month.

For the first quarter of  2015, 
campus water contained 19 percent 
more trihalomethanes than the EPA 

allows. However, the water is still 
safe to drink according to Bell. He 
cited EPA suggestions saying to check 
with a doctor if  you're pregnant, 
have an infant, are elderly or have a 
compromised immune system.

Freshman Moses Sohn drinks water out of one of the filling stations. Besides 
buying water, the filling stations are the only other option for water that 
doesn’t taste like metal.

Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

According to Bell, the 
trihalomethane with the highest 
concentration is trichloroacetic acid.

Trichloroacetic acid is the active 
ingredient in common tattoo and 
genital wart remover solutions.

- continued: see “Hormone therapy,” pg. 5

- continued: see “Reporting system” pg. 2
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The public safety report is compiled 
from police blotter information and 
interviews with UAF police officers.  
Individuals named as arrested and/
or charged with crimes in this report 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 

court of law.

Dianna Rupp
Web Editor

Reckless Driving

April 20, 2:05 p.m. - A driver 
contacted police to inform them that a 
car was weaving recklessly on Alumni 
Drive. Officers were unable to locate 
the suspect, but ran the plate number 
and got an address. No one was home 
when officers arrived at the residence. 
No further action was taken.

Found Property

April 21, 8:04 a.m. - A wallet found 
on Sheep Creek Road was turned 
in to police. Officers attempted to 
reach the owner of  the wallet by 
various routes including Facebook 
and text messages but the owner has 
not responded. Officers uploaded the 
information to APSIN (Alaska Public 
Safety Information Network), to 
ensure that the owner is notified of  his 
wallet location if  he comes in contact 
with state agencies.

Lost Property

April 21, 11:50 a.m. - A man 
reported that his son’s iPod was lost or 
stolen while attending the Jazz Fest in 
the Davis Concert Hall sometime on 
April 16 or 17. The iPod has not been 
recovered. The case is closed.

Agency Assist

April 21, 2:05 p.m. - The Alaska 
State Troopers requested assistance 
when a woman considered mentally 
unstable had to be placed in protective 
custody at a residence on Princeton 
Avenue, off of  Chena Pump Road. 
The woman was arrested for criminal 
mischief  and for damaging property. 
No further information is available.

Suspicious Person

April 26, 12:20 a.m. - A 911 call to 
police cited a man yelling disturbing 
statements in the Rasmuson Library. 
The man was reported saying there’s 
a 97 percent chance of  him being 
arrested if  police are called and a 37 
percent chance he will be harmed in 
the incident. The man was intoxicated. 
He was removed from UAF campus 
for one year.

Vandalism

April 26, 7:24 p.m. - Three vehicles 
were hit in the South MBS parking lot 
in an apparent ambush from a dorm 
window using liquid filled condoms, 
jam and a water bottle. One vehicle 
had a broken windshield from the 
water bottle, the second vehicle was 
hit by condoms filled with an unknown 
liquid and the third vehicle was hit by 
jam splatter possibly launched from 
a spoon. These items are believed to 
have been thrown from a dorm room 
into the parking lot onto the vehicles. 
Police took pictures and are reviewing 
video surveillance.

Update: Stolen Bike

April 26 - The stolen red Specialized 
bike reported last week was recovered 
through a series of  events that started 
the night before the bike was reported 
missing. Two men riding bikes were 

pulled over by officers near Sheep 
Creek and Miller Hill roads for riding 
at night without proper illumination. 
Both of  the men were identified and 
the serial numbers of  the bikes were 
noted. The next day the victim realized 
his bike was missing and went into 
report it. Officers checked his serial 
number and realized the bike from 
the night before was the missing bike. 
Officers were able to track the bike 
to a residence off of  College Road. 
Harvey D. Arabie, 22, of  Fairbanks, 
was arrested and charged with third-
degree theft. The victim and his bike 
will be reunited when all appropriate 
paperwork is complete.

Stolen  Jeep Parts

April 27 - A Jeep found stripped of  
its tires, roof  rack and CB antenna 
will be getting those stolen items 
returned. As reported last week, the 
tires and rack had been stolen off of  
the jeep as it was parked for a month 
in the Taku lot. Another vehicle had 
been observed driving with the stolen 
items. The driver was identified and 
his vehicle impounded. Officers are 
currently working on a search warrant 
to inspect the impounded vehicle and 
identify if  these are the stolen items. 
Charges pending include second-
degree theft, which is a felony. The 
stolen goods are valued at $1,345.

Sexual Assault

April 24 - A bail hearing was held for 
Nolan C. Youngmun on Friday. The 
UAF student was arrested for first and 
second degree sexual assault on April 
15, for an alleged rape 10 days earlier. 
Youngmun was released on $20,000 
bail with an addition of  a 3rd party 
custodian, including multiple other 
restrictions which were not disclosed.

“If  I slip on the ice, even without 
injuring myself, I would report it for 
other people to be safe.”

This system replaces the old UA 
paper incident and accident paper 
forms.

“I think it increases the likelihood 
that incidents get reported,” Travis 
Joel, business student, said. “You 
don’t have to track someone down 
anymore.”

The EHSRM office created 
the new system because it is more 
convenient and quicker for the 
claimers.

“It decreases the amount of  
paperwork people have to do,” 
Knudsen said. “As an employee it 

Senators Present: Cordero Reid, 
Colby Freel, Erik Rickards, Mitchell 
Davidson, Chris Hoch, Eli Barry-
Garland, Allyssia Garcia, Mickey 
Zakurdaew and Michael Magnan.

Senators Excused:  Lachlan 
Gillispie and Jonathan Quiñones.

Senators Absent: Matthew Harris 
and Kayleen Hansen

Guests: Sam Allen, Danny Fisher, 
Zayn Roohi and Eric Bennett from 
the Sun Star.

Summer Senate Appointees: 
Senators Gillispie, Garcia, Barry-
Garland, Reid and Magnan we all 
appointed to the summer senate and 
will be confirmed at a later date.

Corn Dogs for the Masses: A bill 
outlining a new plan for ASUAF to 
use up to $4,750 from their rollover 
account to purchase snacks for their 
office was passed with a vote of  6-3-1.

Alternative Spring Break: A bill 
detailing a budget of  up to $25,000 
from senate rollover for a scholarship 
to be used during LIVE's Alternative 
Spring Break was passed unanimously.

Summer Senate: A redirective 
written to add further clarity upon 
how summer senate should be run 
and who can be on it was passed 
unanimously.

Cameras for Sun Star: A bill 
requesting up to $3,500 in funding 
for new cameras for the Sun Star 
was, after much deliberation from the 
senate, passed with a vote of  7-1-2.

Thank You Chancellor Rogers: 
A redirective declaring ASUAF's 
appreciation for Chancellor Roger's 
past and recent contributions to the 
university was passed unanimously.

makes it much easier.”
Origami went live in the beginning 

of  April.
“I actually use it fairly often at 

my work,” Steven McGraw, student 
worker at the Wood Center, said.

“I like the idea of  an online system 
for reporting but I did not have the 
use for [it] now,” Ryan Andrews, UAF 
student, said.

All UA campuses worked on 
this project for over a year. Origami 
was supposed to go live last May but 
some technical problems delayed the 
launching.

“We started using the system on 
August 20th,” Knudsen said. “We 
started to report them by hand first. 
We used it quite a few months before 
anybody had the access to it.”

When employees and staff fill out 
the incident report, the fields in this 

report will automatically populate 
the workers compensation form. “It is 
convenient,” Durkee said. “Otherwise 
you need to find the form and it takes 
time.” After logging into Origami 
with their credentials they will have an 
additional box for this form.

All unsafe condition reports will 
be reviewed by the EHSRM office. 
Employees and student employees will 
be contacted by the EHSRM office to 
investigate the incident. However, in 
case of  incident and injury involving a 
student, the UA System Office of  Risk 
Services will contact them directly. Any 
“Medical claims, property damage, 
UA vehicle accidents will be handled 
by the claims adjuster in the SORS,” 
Knudsen said. If  there is any problem 
with the system people can contact the 
EHSRM office. “We will contact the 
right people to handle the condition,” 
Knudsen said.

Reporting system
- continued from page 1

The Sun Star’s mission as a 
campus voice for UAF is to 
report the news honestly 
and fairly, announce 
and chronicle events 
and provide a forum for 
expression of opinion.

The Sun Star welcomes 
reader commentary! Letters 
to the editor should be no 
longer than 250 words.  
Please include the author’s 
full name and contact 
information (phone, e-mail 
or address).  E-mail your 
letters to editor@uafsunstar.
com or mail them to the 
address above.  Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Friday in order to be run in 
the next issue.  All letters 
are subject to editing for 
brevity and grammar.
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The University of  Alaska Fairbanks recently honored dozens of  students at 
its annual student awards breakfast. Each spring, UAF honors students who have 
distinguished themselves throughout their academic careers.

Among those honored were the winners of  the Marion Frances Boswell 
Memorial Award, the Gray S. Tilly Memorial Award and the Joel Wiegert 
Award. The awards recognize the accomplishments of  three top graduating 
seniors each year.

Kristen Whelchel McKay received the 2015 Marion Frances Boswell 
Memorial Award for an outstanding graduating senior woman. She will receive 
a bachelor’s degree in social work with minors in psychology and vocal music 
performance.

Volunteerism and leadership, both on and off campus, have marked McKay’s 
time at UAF. She is a UA Scholar and a member of  the UAF Honors Program, as 
well as multiple general and discipline-specific honor societies. McKay has been 
on the chancellor’s list for four years and has volunteered with a wide variety 
of  community groups, including the Resource Center for Parents and Children 
and Dance Theatre Fairbanks. She spent a semester abroad last spring, studying 
art therapy and psychology at La Trobe University in Melbourne, Australia. 
During her internship at the Resource Center for Parents and Children, she 
implemented a dance-focused playgroup called “Moving Matters” to provide 
safe activities for children during the winter.

After graduation, McKay plans to work full-time at RCPC. Eventually, she 
hopes to complete a master’s degree in social work, focused on creative therapy 
techniques, which use art, music and dance in a therapeutic setting.

Mats Eriksson received the 2015 Joel Wiegert Award, which is given to 
the outstanding graduating senior man. He will receive bachelor’s degrees in 
economics and in business administration with a finance focus.

Eriksson, a native of  Sweden, was recruited as a member of  UAF’s top-
ranked rifle team. He served as team captain for the last three years and led the 

team to three top-three finishes at the NCAA Championships. In addition to his 
many achievements as a shooter, Eriksson has distinguished himself  as a scholar, 
earning a spot on the chancellor’s or dean’s lists for the past seven semesters. He 
received the NCAA Elite 89 award two consecutive years. The award honors 
student-athletes who are at the top of  their sports nationally while achieving 
high academic marks. While not training or studying, Eriksson has participated 
in a variety of  service activities with his teammates, including coaching local 
high school shooters, volunteering with Mush for Kids and building new homes 
for low-income families in Ensenada, Mexico, with the “Youth With a Mission” 
program.

After graduation, Eriksson will start an internship with an investment firm 
in Fort Worth, Texas. He plans to spend some time gaining experience in the 
field before attending graduate school to earn a master’s degree or doctorate in 
finance or economics.

Kimberley Strong received the 2015 Gray S. Tilly Memorial Award, which 
is given to an outstanding graduating nontraditional student. She will receive a 
bachelor’s degree in rural development.

Strong is the youngest of  12 children and her family didn’t expect that she 
would attend college. She left her home village of  Klukwan to pursue education 
and work in California, where she lived for nine years, working full time and taking 
classes when she could. When her father became ill, she moved back to Alaska 
to care for him. He passed away that year, but Strong’s mother also needed a 
caregiver, so Strong put her education on hold. After returning to Alaska, Strong 
became involved in tribal government and volunteered for many community 
service projects. It was her volunteer work that made her realize that she needed 
to complete her education to better serve her community. She returned to school 
with the UAF College of  Rural and Community Development, which allowed 
her to complete her degree while still helping her community.

Strong plans to volunteer in her home village after graduation, while 
continuing her education in rural development.

Specialty awards

Logan Hanneman, Scholar Athlete
Alyson McPhetres, Scholar Athlete
Joe Hawkins, ASUAF Award for Outstanding Faculty
Lydia Anderson, ASUAF Award for Outstanding Staff

Outstanding students by school and college

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
Genevieve Johnson, Fisheries

School of Education
Sindy Mendez-Espino, Elementary Education
Melissa Benson, Elementary Education (Distance)

College of Rural and Community Development
Cheri Alstrom, Alaska Native Studies
Jaad Danyele McElroy, Child Development and Family 
Studies
Pascha Mann, Developmental Education
John Henry , Rural Development
Hank Boggs, Science
Janet Bifelt, Tribal Management

College of Natural Science and Mathematics
Christopher Clement, Biological Sciences
Katherine Guillemette, Chemistry and Biochemistry
Ayshe Yeager, Geography
Amanda Mcpherson, Geoscience
Jody Gaines, Mathematics
Colin Latimer, Physics
Claressa Ullmayer, Statistics
Katie Moeller , Wildlife Biology and Conservation

College of Engineering and Mines
Jacob Rahlfs, Civil and Environmental Engineering
Garth Hulbert, Computer Engineering
Willliam Showalter, Computer Science
Shyla Keays, Electrical Engineering
Rebekah Tsigonis, Geological Engineering
Matthew Ranson, Mechanical Engineering
Mickey Wilson, Mining Engineering
Bradley Cruickshanks, Petroleum Engineering

College of Liberal Arts
Eric Tunuchuk, Alaska Native Languages
Ana Fochesatto, Anthropology
Mariah Henderson, Art
Michelle Klaben, Communication
Daniel C. Nero, English
Makenzie Demmert, Film
Ayshe Yeager, Foreign Languages
Megan McAfee, History
Aaron Berner, Journalism
Robert M. Purcell, Justice
Trevor Adams, Music
Mindona Grunin, Philosophy
Ana Fochesatto, Policial Science
Mariah Henderson, Psychology
Shannon M. Hickey, Social Work
Britta L. Hamre, Sociology
Katrina (Kuharich) Lee, Theatre
Amy Cross, Women’s and Gender Studies

Community and Technical College
Ben McDaniel, Airframe and Powerplant
Laura Hockin, Applied Accounting
McKenzie Burgess, Applied Business

Eran Eads, Associate of Arts
James Green, Automotive Technology
Kurt Marth, Computer Information Technology 
Specialist
Kristina Johnson, Computer Information Technology 
Specialist (Distance)
Tim Beyer, Construction Management
Tyler Poe, Culinary Arts and Hospitality
Jenna L. Fuller, Dental Hygiene
Aaron Page, Diesel/Heavy Equipment
Tremain Roseman, Drafting Technology
Kelly Utkin, Early Childhood Education
Amber Jones, Fire Science
Nicholaus Kraska, Human Services
Cohl H. Fell, Instrumentation Technology
Kaylene McCutcheon, Medical Assisting
Shelly M. Roberts, Paralegal Studies
James Adams, Paramedic Academy
John R. Green, Paramedic Academy (Distance)
Joseph C. Rivera, Process Technology
Keith J. Henrys, Professional Piloting
Kenneth R. Russell, Safety, Health and Environmental 
Awareness

School of Natural Resources and Extension
Katherine Mihalczo, Natural Resources Management

School of Management
Mariah Ver Hoef, Accounting
Christina Tachick, Business Administration
McKenzie Mitchell, Economics
Rodolfo Carrera, Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management
Ryan P. Englert, Military Science and Leadership

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Marmian Grimes

University of Alaska Public Information Officer

Above:  Beginning drawing 105  students   
move their drawing session to Constitution 
Park Monday, taking advantage of the 
natural light and warm weather. - Karen 
Simmons / Sun Star

Left: Lydia Anderson runs through 
“Lydia’s Kickin’ Kickers” team banner 
at the beginning of the inagural Reslife 
v. Wood Center staff kickball game on 
Saturday. - Danny Fisher / Layout Editor

Above: UAF Professor Rob Prince 
practices lines in his dressing room 
before his show, Dark Winter Nights, 
begins. Prince’s show is in response to 
MTV shows like Slednecks, he aims to 
accurately present Alaska to the world. 
- Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Left: Pogo mine 
safety represen-
tative Mike Cam-
mack wears a big 
smile on his face 
after the Silver 
Fox Mine blast 
goes successfully 
on October 24. 
The mine was do-
nated to UAF in 
1977, but hadn’t 
been used or 
blasted in recent 
memory. - Zayn 
Roohi / Photo 
Editor

Above: Chancellor Rogers reads a newspaper from the 1960’s 
that was found in the time capsule. The time capsule was 
opened as part of the 1964 reunion that took place on Sep-
tember 26 of last year. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor
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	 With	UAF	being	massively	broke	it	must	find	ways	to	lower	expenses	and	make	
cuts	that	will	bring	it	under	budget.	As	we	are	all	aware	in	the	last	six	months	the	UAF	
Planning	and	Budget	Committee	set	out	looking	at	programs	that	could	be	cut	and	changed	to	
allow	savings.	The	stated	goal	is	to	save	money	by	doing	this.	Ultimately,	after	the	changes	they	
have	suggested	it	is	estimated	that	1-3	million	dollars	could	be	saved	over	time	according	to	the	
Provosts	office.	This	all	sounds	and	looks	good	on	paper.	This	is	not	nearly	enough	savings.	The	
budget	committee	decided	that	to	save	money	they	would	look	at	the	smallest	academic	areas	to	
consider	cuts	and	changes.	They	said	that	roughly	two	percent	of 	students	would	be	affected.	
But,	this	budget	deficit	is	going	to	affect	all	of 	us,	and	it	should	be	affecting	cuts	across	the	
university.	Taking	the	smallest	areas	and	eliminating	them	is	not	going	to	make	a	difference.	We	
must	look	at	where	the	big	money	is	going	and	see	where	savings	can	be	made	right	now.	The	
budget	committee	has	gone	about	their	jobs	wrong	from	the	get	go.	Six	months	later	we	are	looking	
at	insignificant	savings	and	a	huge	loss	to	the	university.

	 I	have	spent	the	last	few	days	gathering	information	and	making	a	rough	outline	
of 	what	the	philosophy	department	costs	and	find	how	much	UAF	is	going	to	save	by	cutting	
it.	Philosophy	students	comprise	over	14	percent	of 	the	roughly	2	percent	of 	students	affected	
by	these	cuts.	This	year	210	seats	where	filled	for	philosophy	classes.	This	generated	at	least	
$123,336	in	tuition.	The	cost	of 	the	department,	as	far	as	I	can	tell	by	totaling	professors	and	
secretaries’	salaries,	was	$150,792.	That	leaves	us	with	a	loss	of 	$27,456.	So	for	cutting	into	
the	spiritual	core	of 	UAF	we	save	the	cost	of 	a	small	car.

I	wrote	this	letter	on	my	computer	in	Arial	to	save	on	the	amount	of 	ink.

-Chase	VanFlein-Hage

Up in the UAF ceramics studio 
during early April, the room was full 
of  clay-covered people, music was 
blasting and everybody was making 
bowls. Every potter’s wheel was 
occupied, and all the countertops were 
covered in the newly created bowls. 
Some bowls were still muddy, and 
others had already been baked into 
glassy colors of  blues, greens and reds.

This bowl-mania was due to 
the approach of  the Fairbanks 
Community Food Bank’s biggest 
fundraiser, Empty Bowls, a national 
grassroots project to raise money and 
awareness to end hunger. This event 
is supported by local potters, ranging 
from professional artist to elementary 
school students, who make as many 
bowls as possible, which are then sold 
in a pottery sale.

The Fairbanks Community Food 
Bank’s involvement with Empty Bowls 
began in 1992. Former UAF ceramics 
professor and current food bank 
employee, Stan Zielinski, attended a 
national ceramics convention where he 
learned about Empty Bowls and then 
brought the idea back to Fairbanks.

This year on April 11, the annual 
event was held at the food bank, 
raising approximately $27,000 in 
total, all which helps fund the food 
bank’s operation. According to Jim 
Brashear, the UAF ceramics professor, 
the ceramics program donated 
approximately 450 bowls, more than 

half  of  the bowls at the sale.
“It’s not just about selling bowls, 

the premise is when people use these 
bowls, you think about the people in 
our community who could use some 
support,” Brashear said. “Even as an 
artist, as a kid in high school making 
pots, a kid in college making pots, you 
can do something about it.”

The Student Ceramics Arts Guild 
is the student ceramics club who 
annually bring the ceramics program 
together to help with the Empty 
Bowls. They mixed up enough clay to 
fill several trash cans, and planned a 
“Bowl-Throwing Weekend,” in which 
there was a weekend-long contest 
to make, or “throw” the most bowls, 
including a raffle to win a Samsung 
Nook. The bowl-throwing contest 
also coincided with “Waffle Sunday,” 
a ceramics program tradition in which 
waffles are served on Sunday mornings 
in the studio, bringing students 
together to form a more cohesive art 
community.

Olena Ellis, the president of  
SCAG, made approximately 25 bowls 
for the fundraiser. She is a sophomore 
studying art, and this is her first year as 
president of  SCAG. According to Ellis, 
the ceramics guild is the “student voice” 
of  the ceramics department, dedicated 
to raising money and organizing any 
event that the students want to make a 
reality, from scholarships to the Empty 
Bowl fundraiser.

“We offer Waffle Sunday, we bring 
in visiting artists, we raise money to 
bring in visiting artists,” Ellis said. 

“We do literally whatever the students 
want.”

At the Empty Bowls event, bowls 
are sold at a minimum of  $5, though 
many can be priced as high as $25. 
Though college students are infamous 
for being short on money, through 
Empty Bowls they can help donate 
hundreds of  dollars to the cause 
without making a dent in their bank 
accounts.

“This has been a nice framework 
for students being able to make a 
difference,” Brashear said. “Most 
students could never dream of  giving 
$100 away.”

Brashear also collaborated 
with Todd Sherman, the Dean of  
College of  Liberal Arts and the UAF 
printmaking professor. Brashear would 
make bowls up to two feet in diameter, 
and Sherman would paint ornate 
images on them, particularly of  polar 
bears to show Nanook pride. Together 
they made eight bowls, which were 
sold in the silent auction for $75 to 
$100 a piece.

In the past, students from 
Watershed School and Two Rivers 
Elementary, as well as members of  
the Girl Scouts, have taken field trips 
to the UAF ceramics studio, where 
they were given the chance to make 
their own bowls to donate. In 2012, 
students from Two Rivers School were 
assigned to write a poem about the 
bowl they made. A fifth-grade student 
wrote, “I’m mud—I can be spheres, 
bowls, vases, pitchers, statues and even 
more, I believe in freedom, that’s why 
I’m here.”

There are new water filters in 
the SRC, Reichardt and Duckering 
building. These are a part of  Office 
of  Sustainability's move to have 
the FloWater purifier on campus 
to help reduce plastic waste in the 
environment.

In 2011, environmental engineer 
Wyatt Taubman, founded a water 
purification company called FloWater. 
The idea came to him after learning 
of  the plastic bottle pollution crises 
that affect the world. With 29 billion 
plastic water bottles bought a year he 
was compelled to find a way to lower 
that number. He came up with a filter 
that has a seven-stage purification 
process for removing impurities while 
adding minerals, chilling and aerating 
the water for taste.

Once a year, UAF service 
students go down to the sustainability 
conference where they met Taubman. 
After seeing his presentation they 
proceeded to get three purifiers for the 
school. The way the company chooses 
how many purifiers per university 
is by the number of  students that 
are enrolled. A vendor then supplies 
the school with the said number of  
purifiers, charging the school nothing. 
The school and the vendor then split 
the profits.

“He said it will increase overtime,” 
said Michelle Mouton, director of  the 
Office of  Sustainability.  “In the lower 
48 where sustainability movements 
have put in cheaper, free systems 
they are actually replacing them with 
FloWater because they’re getting more 
use.”

The price to fill a water bottle 
ranges from 25 to 85 cents depending 
on the size, however the machine only 
takes credit card.

“The guy who created it made it 
so when you put it on your campus 
you get part of  the profit," Michelle 
Mouton said. "We’re getting checks so 
we know its working.”

Sustainability 
installs new 
water filter 
stations
Mark Stoller
Sun Star Contributor

Students browse through the ceramics at a fundraiser hosted by the UAF Ceramics Program. They raised more than 
$27,000, and the money was all donated to a food bank.

Photo Courtesy of Sydney Reese

Ceramics Program helps Food Bank raise $27,000
Sydney Reese
Sun Star Contributor

About 1,200 people will walk 
across the stage at the Carlson Center, 
shake hands with the Chancellor and 
earn their degrees as part of  the 93rd 
commencement ceremony for UAF on 
May 10.

The keynote speaker at the 
ceremony is Ben Grossmann, a UAF 
alum who won an oscar for visual effects 
on the Martin Scorsese directed film 
"Hugo." Grossman grew up in Delta 
Junction and attended UAF in the mid 
90s. He worked as a photojournalist to 
help pay for schooling. He made the 
move to Los Angeles in 2001, with no 
job, "starting from the bottom."

Since then he's worked on more 
than a dozen Hollywood films 
including "Sin City," "Shutter Island," 
and "Star Trek Into Darkness." 
Grossman is the CEO and co-founder 
of  Magnopus, a visual research and 
development company.

The student speaker this year is 
Lakeidra Chavis, who is graduating 
with a bachelor degree in psychology 
and a minor in journalism. She is the 
first person in her family’s history to 
graduate from college.

The university will also present 
three honorary doctoral degrees and 
two Meritorious Service Awards.

If you go:
What: 

UAF Commencement 2015

When: 

Sunday, May 10 @ 1:20 p.m.

Where: 

The Carlson Center

Commencement 2015: 
What you need to know
Sun Star Staff Report

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
The Sun Star Picks Calendar is compiled by Chase VanFlein-Hage.  If you are interested in having your event featured here, contact Sam 
Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more information.

Tuesday May 5
Final examinations start!

-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. – Pub Trivia

Wednesday 6
Final Exams!

Thursday 7
Final Exams!

Friday 8
Final Exams!

-Over 21-

5 p.m. - Close - Super secret Angry 
Young and Poor Event at The Pub

Featuring performances by Hobo 
Knife, Milk & The Honeys, Tiny 
Pancake Breakfast, Emily Anderson 
Singer/Songwriter and the Channel 4 
News Crew, Pussy Slander and more.

Saturday 9
9:30 - 11:00 a.m. - Yoga at UAF - Old 
UPark gym 
There are different teachers each 
week and all are certified instructors. 
$5. For additional information please 
contact Jane Reilly at jmreilly@alaska.
edu

10:30 a.m. – UAF Commencement 

Rehearsal at the Carlson Center.

12 - 3 p.m. Sikuliaq science day 
planned for the museum

Scientists who have just returned 
from voyages on the research vessel 
Sikuliaq will be on hand for “Sikuliaq 
Science Day” at the University 
of Alaska Museum of the North. 
There will be giveaways of ship 
merchandise and refreshments.  For 
more information, visit the museum 
online or call 907-474-7505.

Sunday 10
12 - 4 p.m. – COMMENCEMENT- 
CONGRATULATIONS! Ceremony 
begins at 1:20 p.m. You can stream 
this online at uaf.edu/commence/

Monday 11
MAYmester courses begin. Deadline 
to register, attendance required.

12 p.m. - Residence Halls Close.

Tuesday 12
Late payment fees begin for 
MAYmester.

SUMMER EVENTS:
June 12, 7 p.m. - Davis Concert Hall 
- Gloria Steinem free lecture. 
Steinem is a writer, lecturer, editor 
and feminist activist.

Early May is usually a time when 
college students struggle to finish their 
classes before their school workload 
finishes for the summer, which offers 
a sweet reprieve from stressful work. 
Not so for the possible 36 petroleum 
engineering students who might be set 
back a year by their failing grade in 
Petroleum Engineering 301 - Reservoir 
Rock and Fluid Properties.

"That class is why I switched to 
mechanical [engineering]," Abdul 
Sayed, engineering student said. The 
class is known to be a challenging 
course, as any upperclassman will 
tell you, but this year it's a little more 
challenging that usual.

"In the past, we haven't had this 
level of  failure," Professor Mohabbat 
Ahmadi, who teaches the reservoir 
engineering class, said.

While grades ranged from 0s to 
100s, the class average of  the first 
midterm was 22 percent, and for 
the second it was 31 percent with 75 
percent of  students failing.

"It's an indication that the 
professor is not teaching or writing 
exams properly," said one of  the 

class members, who asked to remain 
anonymous so that he could maintain 
a good relationship with Ahmadi. 
Ahmadi has since offered a third 
midterm, the grade of  which can be 
used to augment the second's grade.

On the first exam, according to 
students, only one person finished 
before the two-hour time limit was 
up. Part of  the problem, according to 
students, is that the exams require an 
enormous intellectual and unintuitive 
leap from the quizzes and homework, 
which make it difficult to determine 
what exactly they need to know.

"It's like you're given the equation 
for a circle and asked to calculate 
the mass of  the sun," petroleum 
engineering student Chris Roman 
said.

Some student complain of  
Ahmadi's "unprofessional behavior." 
The chair of  the petroleum engineering 
department, Abhijit Dandekar, met 
with students to address their concerns.

"We've heard through the 
grapevine that he's complained 
about our class to other classes of  
his," one student said. "It's fine if  he 
wants to complain to his mentor or 
his coworkers, but it's unprofessional 
to speak to the other students he's 
teaching."

One student tells the story of  
Ahmadi reducing Brittany Blood, 
another student of  the class, to tears by 

telling her that she was going to fail the 
class, should change her major, should 
not consider graduate school and 
wasn't cut out for being a petroleum 
engineer. Blood declined to comment.

Celie Hull, junior engineering 
student, said she had the strange 
experience of  having her answer to a 
question on an exam marked wrong, 
as it didn't match Ahmadi's answers. 
When later Ahmadi discovered that 
he had done the problem incorrectly, 
he fixed his answers and posted the 
correct solution, similar to Hull's, to 
Blackboard. When Hull attempted 
to regain the points she lost on the 
problem, Ahmadi accused her of  
academic dishonesty and would not 
allow her to regain any of  the points 
on the exam.

One student said that Ahmadi 
would not answer questions about 
what was going to be on the second 
midterm, perhaps so as not to give an 
unfair advantage.

"Here compared to other schools, 
students have more resources," Ahmadi 
said, citing his office hours, open door 
policy and the class TA as places 
students could go to ask questions 
or get information. According to 
Ahmadi, less than a third of  students 
participate in class discussions, and 25 
have never come to ask a question of  
him, in or out of  class.

"The students, in my opinion, 

Chancellor Rogers met with 
the GSA last October. The group 
explained to him the similarity 
hormone therapy has with birth 
control, saying if  the Health Center 
offers one treatment, the other should 
be offered as well, Racina said. Then, 
“the chancellor called the Health 
Center and the ball started rolling.”

“It seemed like something we could 
safely offer students,” BJ Aldrich, 
director of  the Health Center, said.

Hormone therapy is relatively 
new, but doctors offering it require 
no specific training, Aldrich said. 
Anyone licensed to write prescriptions 
is qualified to write prescriptions for 
hormones. However, they don’t write 
prescriptions if  they are uncomfortable 
with doing so, she said.

The Health Center offers 
counseling for students, Aldrich said. 
People can come to the Health Center 
to start their transition or inquire 
about the process.

“We even have counselors 
interested in and trained to discuss 
transgender issues,” she said.

Students considering the transition 
first receive counselling from the 
Health Center. Then, when they have 

decided the time for transitioning is 
right, they can start using hormones 
to achieve what they are looking for, 
Aldrich said.

Hormones can be administered via 
injection, gels or patches. UAF offers 
all methods, but injections work the 
quickest, are the most commonly used 
and are the cheapest, Aldrich said. 
Dosages vary, but people generally 
receive an injection every two weeks. 
The average cost is $30 each month. 
For the female to male transition, 
testosterone is injected. Estrogen 
and antiandrogen, a hormone used 
to reduce hair growth and promote 
female fat distribution, are used for the 
male to female transition, she said.

The hormones are considered 
to be very safe, Aldrich said. Patients 
are not given more hormone than 
the normal amount found in the sex 
they are transitioning to. Recipients 
undergo periodical blood tests to 
ensure steady hormone levels, proper 
liver function and a healthy blood 
count, she said.

Patients will continue taking the 
hormones once or twice a year while 
their treatment progresses to maintain 
their desired physical characteristics, 
Aldrich said. If  they stop taking the 
hormones, they will revert to their 
previous physical condition, since the 
only permanent transition option is 
surgery, she said.

Hormone therapy will not increase 

the cost of  Health Center fees students 
already pay. The Health Center fee 
covers a wide range of  services from 
check-ups to counselling. Individuals 
pay extra for lab work, which includes 
the blood tests transgender people 
must go through to ensure their 
treatment is  safe, Aldrich said.

Yet for transgender people, 
offering the therapy is a positive 
decision, Racina said. There is a 
“cultural revolution” happening now 
and transgender people are claiming 
their civil rights. A conversation is 
happening around us and in the 
media so this is the right time to 
implement hormone therapy and 
increase transgender awareness and 
acceptance, she said.

“It seems unlikely the general 
population is aware of  hormone 
therapy and transgender issues,” 
Harrison Hartle, a sophomore 
studying physics, said.

“I’m not super familiar with 
hormone therapy,” Skyler Evans, a 
junior studying math and secondary 
education said. “It’s a really tough 
issue, but ultimately this is individual 
choice and we shouldn’t disrespect a 
person’s choice,” he said. How far a 
person goes with hormone therapy 
and their transition is individual, 
Kohrt said.

“The 18 to 22 time of  life is 
certainly a poignant time of  asking 
those ‘who am I’ questions,” Cathy 

Walling, a Spanish non-traditional 
student, said. Any student who’s 
grappling with those questions needs a 
venue, she said.

GSA on campus is a good place 
to go for a support system, however 
a person identifies themselves, Topel 
said.

Also, the Diversity and Equal 
Opportunity Office on campus will 
soon release a list they complied of  
LGBT resources in Fairbanks and 
at UAF. The list includes names and 
contact information for local and 
national LGBT organizations, crisis 
help lines, health resources and more, 
Racina said.

People going through the 
transition and coming out can lose 
family and friends and jeopardize 
their ability to have children, Topel 
said. Being transgender is not a choice 
or something people experience the 
anguish of  because of  a trend, he said.

Taking the step to use hormone 
therapy is not about someone wanting 
to be the opposite sex. They already 
know who they are and want to feel 
the physiological effects, Hartle said.

Imagine you woke up in the 
opposite sex body, but you’re still 
yourself. You have to live this way 
forever now and you don’t feel right in 
your skin or love your own body. This 
is a challenge transgender people use 
hormone therapy to overcome, Kohrt 
said.

Hormone Therapy

are not prepared for the level of  
challenge that this course has," 
Ahmadi said. Ahmadi posted his 
lectures' presentation slides and notes 
to Blackboard before the semester 
began, with the expectation that 
students would watch the lectures and 
come to class with questions, although 
few do. However, students of  the class 
say that he won't post the notes from 
his classes to Blackboard so they can 
review them later.

Adding to the stress of  needing 
to finish classes at all, PETE 301 is 
a prerequisite for more than half  a 
dozen petroleum courses. A student 
who fails this class will be set back 
a whole year, unable to proceed to 
higher level classes, proffessor Ahmadi 
said.

"I want them to succeed. I really 
would love to see all of  them getting 
A's," Ahmadi said, but he won't lower 
his standards to let students pass. 
ABET, the Accreditation Board for 
Engineering and Technology, closely 
examines reservoir engineering 
courses, according to Ahmadi. 
"Companies are not mandated to hire 
students from UAF. They are looking 
for the best. So our students should 
have the same level of  knowledge and 
preparation to compete with graduates 
from other schools. We are living in a 
competitive world," Ahmadi said.

Engineering class sees unprecedented test failure rate
Chris Hoch
Sun Star

Students prepare for finals after 
mid-term yeilds 75 percent

failure rate

- continued from page 1
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Seasonal Move-in Special - First Month FREE!

“Wonderful class − wonderful 
teacher. Well organized. It was 
online but it rivaled in−person 
classes. It just goes to show that 

online can be just as good as in−
person if it is thought out and 

well planned.”

“This online course has 
worked well for me because 
of my work schedule on the 

North Slope. I can work ahead 
when I’m at home and that’s a huge 
reason for my current success with 

these online classes.”

“I didn’t even know an online 
experience could be that dynamic 

and interactive. The experience 
took learning from home to a 

whole new level!”

Choose the right online class.

KPC is known for offering the 
best online classes in the state 
of Alaska, and our students are 
letting us know!

At Kenai Peninsula College, quality 
is our top priority. Our students’ 
experiences speak for themselves...

K P C

NOT ALL 
ONLINE 
CLASSES ARE 
CREATED
EQUAL!

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer and educational institution

WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU
1 (877) 262-0330

Condoms are available at the Student Health 
and Counseling Center. Those eligible for 
Student Health benefits can also get STI 

testing at the center. Or, to find a testing 
location near you go to  
www.iknowmine.org. 

Use a 
condom 
and get 
tested 
regularly.

Alaska’s 
STD rates 
are some  
of the 
highest in 
the country.


