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By Zayn Roohi
Sun Star Photo Editor

Every year for the 
month of Oct., Fairbanks 
Asylum opens its doors 
to scare all the residents 
of Fairbanks.

“I ran and hid my face 
in my friends neck on my 
first time through,” high 
school student Cassie 
Bell said.

Fairbanks Asylum 
opened in Oct. 2011, and 
it is the only haunted 
house in Fairbanks. The 
next closest haunted 
house in the state is in 
Wasilla, a six-hour drive 
away.

“That’s like a haunted 
house in Indiana being 
worried about a haunted 
house in Chicago,” co-
owner Rob Fisher said.

Fisher owns the 
haunted house with his 
wife, Debbie Fisher. He 
said that the idea for 
the haunted house arose 
when they were waiting 
in line for four hours 
at a haunted house that 
was an hour outside of 
Fairbanks. That haunted 
house has since closed 
down.

“Rob was really upset 
[about the wait] because 
he was a really big 

Fairbanks Asylum terrorizes all ages this Oct.
haunted house fanatic,” 
Debbie said.

The first year they 
had the haunted house, 
Debbie said that they 
made several mistakes, 
most notably letting the 
light bleed through the 
different locations in 
the haunted house. They 
ended up staying up all 
night before opening day 
to fix that.

Every year, they try 
to change at least 30 
percent of the horrors, 
according to Rob Fisher. 
The general public can 
suggest things, but 
usually he gets his ideas 
from other haunted 
houses.

When asked, Rob 
Fisher said his favorite 
scare was the finale. His 
wife disagreed, as she 
thought the doll room 
was the best.

“It doesn’t really 
scare me—it just weirds 
me out...They’re always 
doing different things 
in there,” Debbie Fisher 
said.

Tickets cost $14, or 
$12 for UAF students. 
Fairbanks Asylum will 
be open until the end of 
Oct.

By Zayn Roohi,
Sun Star Photo Editor

UAF students suc-
cessfully blasted the stu-
dent-run Silver fox mine 
on the morning of Oct. 
24. The Silver Fox mine 
is located 20 miles north 
of campus and owned 
by the university, but is 
completely run by stu-
dents.

“That went super 

A legless doll hangs from the ceiling inside the Fairbanks Asylum haunted house. - Zayn Roohi / Sun Star Photo Editor

Pogo mine safety representative Mike Cammack wears a big smile 
on his face after the blast goes successfully. Zayn Roohi / Sun Star 
Photo Editor

By Julia Taylor
Sun Star

For Alaska Senate 
House District 5, the 
freshman incumbent is 
Pete Higgins, (R) and 
he is challenged this 
year by Adam Wool 
(D). Both men have 
local roots, and spent 
time at UAF earning 
their undergraduate 
degrees. Higgins is a 
Fairbanks dentist when 
the legislature isn’t in 
session, and Wool owns 
and manages The Blue 
Loon.

Higgins and Wool 
both see UAF as a 
major resource to the 
state and think that 
more partnerships with 
businesses and the state 
government can be a 
benefit.

Wool thinks that 
the legislators in Juneau 
need to spend more time 
listening to the scientists 
and researchers on the 

front line, who are often 
based at UAF. “You need 
good science to make 
good policy,” Wool said.

Wool also believes 
that legislators need a 
better understanding of 
the impacts of climate 
change, and that. “If you 
are making a decision 
about an area, legislators 
should be there,” to see 
firsthand the needs of 
communities impacted.

Higgins sees UAF as 
one of the key partners 
in creating programs that 
benefit the entire state. 
He supports the new film 
program at UAF, and the 
tax credits for films shot 
in Alaska. Higgins sees 
UAF as a vital part of 
creating new industries 
in Alaska. With the 
Russian polar route 
open, he believes that 
Alaska must open the 
Northwest Passage for 
economic and security 
reasons, something he 
sees UAF scientists as 
providing vital support 

in developing.

Guns on campus

The candidates have 
different ideas about 
whether guns belong 
on college campuses. 
Higgins supports 
allowing anyone with a 
concealed carry permit 
to carry a gun on campus.

“I’ve seen it save 
lives,” Higgins said, 
although he doesn’t 
think that changing 
the current rules is a 
legislative priority for the 
next session. He supports 
each university campus 
making choices that 
work best for themselves.

Wool doesn’t believe 
that guns need to be in 
student housing or in 
classrooms on campuses, 
especially on a residential 
campus like UAF. While 
he supports the second 
amendment, he doesn’t 
think that having guns 
on campus makes for a 

well, a lot better than I 
expected. Everyone liked 
it, everyone cheered,” 
Mine manager Mickey 
Wilson said. Unlike what 
he was expecting, there 
were no flying rocks and 
all the dangerous gases 
were properly ventilated 
out.

The students work-
ing at the mine voted for 
Chris Kennedy, (Contin-
ued on pg. 4) 

Higgins and Wool discuss Nov. Ballot

Pete Higgins Adam Wool
Ballot Measure 2 Increase the minimum wage in Alaska to $8.75 on January 1, 2015 and 

increase it on January 1, 2016 to $9.75, with adjustments for inflation 
each year. It includes a requirement that Alaska’s minimum wage al-
ways be at least $1 more per hour than the federal minimum wage, and 
does not allow tips to count towards the minimum wage that workers 

are paid by employers.

In Favor In Favor

Ballot Measure 3 Would tax and regulate the production, sale, and use of marijuana in 
Alaska,” for people over the age of 21

Against In Favor

Ballot Measure 4 This measure requires the state legislature to approve future mining 
projects in Bristol Bay by passing a law whereby any proposed mine 

would not endanger the Bristol Bay Fisheries.

Against In Favor

safer campus.

Smoking ban on 
campus

Both candidates 
are in favor of fewer 
students smoking, 
and keeping cigarette 
smoke away from non-
smokers. Wool said The 
Blue Loon voluntarily 
made the choice to 
become a nonsmoking 
establishment. Both 
candidates are skeptical 
that the college could 
enforce a smoking ban.

The General Election 
will be held Nov. 4, but 
early voting has already 
started. To vote early, you 
can go to the Fairbanks 
Region Election office  
675 7th Avenue, any 
weekday. The Patty 
Center is open for voting 
on Nov. 3 from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., or on Election 
Day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fairbanks community has 
a blast at Silver Fox Mine

Tweet us! @ uafsunstar Like us on Facebook! Find us on YouTube!
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ASUAF
Associated Students of UAF Oct. 26 senate recap

By Danny Fisher
Layout Editor

Senators Present:
Lachlan Gillispie, 

Michael Mancill, 
Cordero Reid, Amanda 
Garner, Jonathan 
Quinones, Kemper 
Chabotte, Mitchell 
Davidson, Colby Freel, 
Kayleen Hansen, Mickey 
Zakurdaew, Austen 
Whitney.

Guests:
Allyssia Garcia

ASUAF Senate Full

With the swearing-
in of Allyssia Garcia, 
ASUAF has filled all of its 
senate positions for the 
first time in several years.  
Garcia’s confirmation 
was passed unanimously.

Other Appointments

ASUAF President 
Mathew Carrick was 
unanimously appointed 
to the Elections Board.  
Kemper Chabotte was 
also appointed to the 
board.

SB 183-001: Where 
there is Halloween, so 

there shall be candy.
The council brought 

a bill concerning 
Halloween candy to 
the floor on Sunday.  
Sponsored by Cordero 
Reid, the bill would have 
allocated $150 from 
ASUAF’s Advertising 
and Promotional Items 
budget for the purpose 
of purchasing candy 
to be distributed to 
students during the week 
preceding Halloween.  
The bill was expedited to 
second reading, and then 
discussed by the council.

There was some 
skepticism as to the 

amount of money to be 
allocated, so Colby Freel 
motioned to amend the 
bill to read that $75 would 
be spent.  The motion 
went through, and the 
bill was unanimously 
passed.  ASUAF will use 
the funds to provide free 
candy to UAF students 
who visit the ASUAF 
office.

Reconsideration of 
SB 183-001

A bill passed 
recently by ASUAF 
concerning Allocation 
of student club funding 

was reconsidered on 
Sunday.  There had been 
some missing language 
regarding where the 
distributed funding 
would come from, which 
would have resulted in 
the money being taken 
out of ASUAF’s Senate 
Projects account, rather 
than the Club Committee 
Grants and Projects 
budget.  There was also a 
slight discrepancy in the 
funds distributed, as $25 
had not been given to the 
student clubs.  That $25 
was distributed evenly 
among the organizations.

Tuesday/28 Wednesday/292 Thursday/23 Friday/24 Saturday/25 Sunday/26 Monday/27

-Over 21-

8:30 p.m.
Over- Pub Trivia 

-All Ages-

5:30-8:30 p.m.
Sin by Silence 
documentary film 
in Reichardt

5:30-6:30 UAF 
Research Showcase: 
Biology of Vampires 
in Schaible 
Auditorium

-Over 21-

10 p.m. Open mic 
@ the Marlin.

-All Ages-

1-2 p.m. A 
mini-tournament 
will take place to 
promote the UAF 
Fencing Club in 
the Wood Center 
Ballroom.

1:10-2 p.m. In the 
Davis Concert Hall. 
Recitals performed 
by UAF music 
students.

-Over-

6 p.m.
“Weird Beer Tasting 
in the Pub

10 p.m. Karaoke @ 
the Marlin.

Milk & the Honeys 
@ 9 in the Pub

-All Ages-

The Deadline for 
student and facul-
ty-initiated with-
drawals.

4-7 p.m.
Museum of the 
north is hosting a 
Halloween event for 
youngsters. 1 Can 
of food and you get 
to experience all 
the creepy crawly 
exhibits with your 
youngens. For 12 
and under with 
Adult Chaperones.

7-9 p.m.
Wind Symphony 
and Jazz Band Con-
cert in the Davis 
Concert Hall. Tix @ 
door $10 for Adults, 
$5 students, seniors 
and military. Free 
for under 12.

10 p.m. - 3 a.m.
Halloween Dance 
in the Hess Rec 
Center.  This is a 
‘dry’ party, kids.

-Over 21-

9 p.m.
The Avery Wolves, 

Count Bacula & 
Granddad in the 

Pub

-All Ages-

All undergraduates- 
Deadline to apply 
for admission for 
spring semester.

6:30 - 9 p.m.
Diwali Celebration- 
Festival of Lights in 
the Wood Center. 
Buy your tix early, it 
generally sells out. 
Cultural celebration 
of good over evil, 
with amazing 
authentic cuisine. 
$15 for over 12, 
$10 6-12 free for 
under 5.

7-8:30 p.m.
Musicians from 
UAA will perform 
in the Davis 
Concert Hall.  Free 
for all.

-Over-

DJ Pika in the Pub

-Over 21-

4:30 p.m.
MNF in the Pub

Sun Star picks:  UAF & Community events

-All Ages-

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Alternatives to 
Violence Workshop 
in Old U Park

If you are interested 
in having your event 
featured in the Sun Star 
Picks calendar, contact 
Sam Allen at editor@
uafsunstar.com for more 
information.  The Sun 
Star Picks calendar is 
compiled weekly by 
Chase VanFlein-Hage.

by Heather Penn
Sun Star Reporter

Protective Custody

Oct. 4 - A UAF student 
was placed in protective 
custody after he was 
found lying on a trail in 
the woods between the 
Chapman building and 
the lower dorms. He was 
unconscious, intoxicated 
and had vomited. The 
victim was transported 
to Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital for possible 
alcohol poisoning and 
exposure.

Oct. 6- Police received 
a report of an individual 
threatening  a  UAF 
student. He was last 
seen between the Wood 

Center MACS bus hut 
and the Wood Center. 
The victim did not want 
to press charges but 
wanted the police to 
know about the incident. 
The police responded to 
the area and observed 
a highly intoxicated 
individual approaching 
various people at the 
Wood Center. As the 
individual approached, 
people rapidly walked 
aw ay.  T h e  p o l i c e 
detained the individual 
and performed a breath 
test which the individual 
failed. He was then 
transported to FMH 
for medical evaluation 
then on to the Fairbanks 
Correctional Center for 
a sleep off . He was also 
trespassed from UAF.

Disturbance

Oct. 4 - A disturbance 
at Salisbury Theater was 
found to be a parent of a 
performing student. The 
parent was asked to leave 

for not having a ticket. 
The theater was sold out 
and at capacity. 

The parent became 
irate and threatened a 
staff member. Police 
arrived and the parent 
was escorted to their 
vehicle. No charges were 
filed.

Oct. 6 - A male and 
female were having a 
verbal argument outside 
the Fine Arts Building. 
Witnesses say the male 
was bothering the 
female. Upon inquiry 
it was found the two 
were in a relationship. 
The man appeared to be 
the instigator as well as 
having no reason to be in 
a UAF building after lock 
up. He was trespassed 
from UAF while the 
female, a contract 
employee, remained and 
continued her work.

Minor Consuming

Oct. 4 - A report 

of a resident having 
alcohol and marijuana at 
Skarland Hall led police 
to Christopher L. Turner, 
19 of Haines, Alaska. 
Officers confiscated 
the items and cited 
Turner for a Minor 
Consumption violation.

Intoxicated
Individual

Oct. 15 - A highly 
intoxicated man and 
woman were spotted 
walking northbound up 
University Avenue. The 
pair were flipping off and 
attempting to flag down 
cars by University Park. 
The pair were escorted 
to FMH for a medical 
evaluation and then onto 
FCC for a sleep off.

Oct. 15 - The police 
received a report of a man 
acting strangely at the 
Nenana bus stop. Robert 
Lee Hughes of Fairbanks 
did not disclose to the 

officers that he was 
carrying a hunting knife. 
He was also found to be 
in possession of several 
marijuana pipes with 
resin of THC. He was 
subsequently arrested, 
trespassed from UAF and 
transported to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center.

Oct. 15 - Dine 49 
employees reported a 
drunk or high individual 
helping himself to food 
without paying. The 
individual was seen 
taking pizza slices and 
shoving them in his 
mouth. He refused 
to leave when asked. 
Police found the man 
intoxicated but able to 
care for himself. They 
escorted the individual 
to MAC bus terminal 
and trespassed him from 
UAF. Dining services 
declined pressing charges 
for theft.
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GHOULISH CRAFT NIGHT // 9PM-11PM

NANOOK HORROR THEATER // 10pm-Midnight

VOODOO Mocktail LOUNGE // 8PM-11PM

BOOGALOO BUNGALOW DANCE // 10PM-3AM

Halloween Carnival // 5PM-8PM

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30

Friday, October 31

Saturday, November 1

FREAK WEEK 
October 28-november 1

the Department of Residence LIFE PRESENTS

like us on facebook  
www.facebook.com/UAFResLife

By Anessia Hubler
Sun Star

Eric Hovind, presi-
dent of Creation Today, 
an evangelical organiza-
tion based out of Florida, 
lectured on creationism 
and evolution Oct. 21 in 
the UAF Wood Center.

Our decisions about 
what’s right and wrong 
could not be chemical 
reactions in our brain 
but instead what was 
placed there by God, 
a man in the audience 
tried to tell him he was 
wrong. For each reason 
the man from the audi-
ence gave, Hovind would 
ask, “why?”

Eventually the man 
said, “Now you’re acting 
like a three-year-old,” to 

which Hovind replied, 
“So you can’t prove your 
point to a three-year-
old?”

Hovind pushed the 
c o n v e r -
s a t i o n 
f u r t h e r 
and tried 
to prove 
his point 
of why a 
che m i c a l 
r e a c t i o n 
could not 
be what 
makes our 
decisions of right and 
wrong for us, and was 
instead placed there by 
God. Hovind picked up 
a nearby soda bottle and 
shaking it said, “ By shak-
ing this I cause a chemi-
cal reaction to make the 

soda fizz. Now, this fizz 
can’t decide what is right 
and what is wrong can it? 
Just like chemical reac-
tions in your brain can’t, 

so God must of placed 
them there.”

Hovind started 
speaking out because of 
his father. “He was a high 
school science teacher 
who came to realize that 
the kids in the school 
were being taught the 

By Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

Kat r ina  Howe, 
28-year-old UAF elec-
trical engineering stu-
dent is having an event 
in the Great Hall on 
Nov. 1 to present her 
artwork inspired by 
three people in her 
life, two of them fel-
low UAF students, 
who have committed 
suicide. The goal is to 
increase dialogue and 
have the UAF commu-
nity engage in a healthy 
discussion about sui-
cide.

“This isn’t meant 
to be a depressing 
event, it’s a call to life” 
Howe said. She wants 
to bring clarity to the 
topic of depression and 
suicide and remove the 
stigma against talking 
about it.

She is giving a 
speech about this topic 
and presenting her art-
work: a copper heart, 
torn apart in three 
places, stitched togeth-
er with metal wire. 
Smaller, metal hearts 
and dangle down 
from the larger heart 
by wire tangled with 
red thread. The main 
heart has the names of 
her friends that have 
passed on. The title of 
the piece is, “In Memo-
ry of Friends Lost.”

A station for writ-
ing letters will be set 
up, so people can get 
out their emotions in 
a healthy way to peo-
ple close to them who 
have passed away. 
Howe plans to put all 
the letters in a card-
board box, take the 
box outside and light 
it on fire and watch 
the sparks fly skyward. 
“So, it’s kinda like our 
letters are getting sent 
to them.”

Howe, who strug-
gles with her own 
seasonal depression 
and once attempted 
suicide, goes into fall 
thinking, “How am I 

going to deal with win-
ter this time?”

In the fall, she starts 
early, reaching out to 
friends and building 
a support group. She 
also turned her fight 
with depression into a 
game, following in vid-
eo game designer Jane 
McGonigal’s footsteps.

The game is called 
SuperBetter, created 
and developed by Mc-
Gonigal in order to 
combat her own de-
pression.

The game is cen-
tered around each 
individual’s life and 
designed to give the 
player unique quests 
and bad guys to defeat 
based on the challeng-
es they face in real life.

“Instead of it [de-
pression] being after 
me, I was after it, de-
feating it,” Howe said. 
It helped her to see 
things in a positive 
light and she wasn’t so 
scared anymore.

She also wants to 
catch as many people 
as possible before they 
go through the winter, 
“Their life matters and 
we want them around 
so they need to know 
it’s worth fighting.”

She started out as a 
self-proclaimed “music 
major wanna-be.” Her 
friend, Nick Sorum, 
“the big brother of the 
music department,” 
ended his life in 2008.

After his passing, 
she realized how much 
she looked forward to 
seeing him, just hang-
ing out in the music 
department.

“Wow, if I were 
to commit suicide I 
would be hurting more 
people than I realize,” 
she said.

He barely knew me, 
I barely knew him, “but 
it rocked my world.”

When her friend 
Colin Staley died in 
Washington,  they 
spread his ashes un-
derneath a tree and 
stood there a long time 

with her friends.
“It’s really hard to 

leave those moments, 
because then you know 
they’re really gone.”

Friends on both 
sides of Howe took her 
hands and walked a 
tear-filled mile back to 
their parked vehicle.

“That was one of 
the moments connect-
ing the wires to other 
hearts,” Howe said, re-
lating the experience to 
her finished artwork.

Then, once her 
friend Jason Bourne 
took his life earlier this 
year, she decided to 
make an art piece to 
process her emotions.

At some point she 
realized that “this 
would be something 
bigger than just my 
need to express my 
grief.” It’s to help oth-
er people process their 
grief or at least under-
stand what it’s like for 
someone to go through 
the experience of los-
ing someone, she said.

The event begins at 
2 p.m., refreshments 
will be provided and 
one of Howe’s friends 
who lost a brother to 
suicide, is baking his 
favorite type of cook-
ies.

A table with re-
sources for help with 
depression and suicide 
prevention will be set 
up.

The UAF Counsel-
ing and Health Center 
and the UAF Psychol-
ogy Department Clinic 
will provide handouts 
and brochures. There 
will be plenty of people 
to talk to, said Howe.

The event will also 
feature artwork from 
all three of her friends: 
a self portrait poem by 
Staley, drawings by So-
rum and lyrics and art-
work by Jason Bourne.

To beat her depres-
sion she said, “In the 
beginning I had to 
start living for the sake 
of other people.”

idea of evolution as if it 
was a fact and not a the-
ory, and this concerned 
him enough to begin lec-
turing on Creation and 

Evolution and I followed 
in his footsteps.”

“ I have known of 
Eric’s work and his orga-
nization for a long time, 
he’s kinda a role model 
to me and I really wanted 
to come see him,” junior 
economics student Ran-
dy Armstrong said.

“Schools are not sup-
posed to teach religion, 
but they do. They teach 
the religion of evolu-
tion, pick up any text-

book and you 
will see it,” Hov-
ind said as he 
clicked through 
his slideshow to 
a picture of the 
Grand Canyon.

“In text-
books, they 
teach that the 
Grand Canyon 
was made over 

many many years from a 
river eroding away at the 
Earth’s surface. But tell 
me this, how does a river 
flow uphill?” After saying 
this, Hovind flipped to a 
map of the Grand Can-
yon showing the river 
at the end of the Grand 
Canyon was at the bot-
tom of a hill where the 

river started and pooled.
“I believe it was, I 

know it was, created by 
the great flood that the 
Bible describes and if 
this is not proof enough 
think about it, when 
water erodes away the 
ground it leaves smooth 
rock behind The Grand 
Canyon has none except 
at the very bottom. 

If you want to hear 
more on the subject of 
Creation vs. Evolution 
from Hovind, you can 
go to his organization’s 
website creationtoday.
org . The website teaches 
creationism through bi-
ble-bsed education with 
blogs, videos, courses 
and articles. In 2012 thye 
had two million website 
hits and the currently 
have almost 11,000 likes 
on their Facebook page.

Eric Hovind speaks about creationism and science

Suicide inspires art,
ignites dialogue WANT TO BE A REPORTER?

The Sun Star is looking for         
reporters! If you are

interested in writing for us 
and becoming a 

journalist Please contact us 
at 907-474-5078
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“ We need leaders in Washington, D.C.  I’m an optimist 
and I strongly believe that Alaska’s and America’s 
best days are ahead. As your U.S. Senator, I will 
bring new energy and vision to the U.S. Senate to get 
our country back on track and to seize the promise 
that lies before us.”

     — DAN SULLIVAN

sullivan2014.comUse of military images DOES NOT imply endorsement by the Department of Defense or the U.S. Marine Corps.

Paid for by Sullivan for U.S. Senate

VOTE DAN SULLIVAN FOR U.S. SENATE — Tuesday, November 4th

Dan Sullivan
Alaska Strong 

Aaron Walling
Sun Star
They came, they saw, 

and they dominated. 
That was the mentali-
ty of nationally ranked 
#16 Northwest Nazarene 
(18-2) who steamrolled 
the Nanooks (2-18) after 
a grueling first set that 
went to Alaska.

The Crusaders went 
on to win a 3-1 over 
the Nanooks there were 
some dominating per-
formances from players 
such as Taylor VanValey 
and Michelle Terpstar. 
Their tough play in front 
of the net gave them op-
portunities to pick apart 
the Nanooks defense 
from multiple angles. 
This came with great set-
ups from Taylor Roberts 
to give Terpstar many 
open shots at a kill.

The Nanooks, during 
the first set, were show-
ing extreme mental 
toughness, going toe-to-
toe with the #16 team in 
the nation. After some 
nice plays from outside 
hitter Brooke Mattice the 
Nanooks forced timeouts 
by the Crusaders and the 
set went to extras with 
the Nanooks winning 
28-26.

The Nanooks kept the 
pressure on the Crusad-
ers not making it easy 

for them in front of the 
nets. The first set saw 
the determination that 
a coach wants out of an 
underdog team against 
a ranked opponent. This 
came with excitement 
from the crowd, who 
were amazed to see the 
Nanooks beating the #16 
team in the nation in the 
first set.

With the Nanooks 
winning the first set, 
there was new found 
confidence in the play-

ers. However, most of it 
went away as the Cru-
saders began to pound 
the Nanooks with an ar-
ray of spikes that Alaska 
couldn’t seem to counter. 
The Crusaders’ right side 
hitter VanValey showed 
why the Crusaders were 
ranked high by throwing 
a heavy dose of thun-
derous spikes, and her 
serves stopped all mo-
mentum for the Nanooks 
as the Crusaders went on 
to win the three sets in a 

row to win 1-3 over the 
Nanooks.

Nanooks dominated 
by Wildcats

A rough outing for 
the Alaska Nanooks (2-
19) as they were domi-
nated on all facets of the 
game by Central Wash-
ington Wildcats (15-6) 
on Saturday night as they 
lost 0-3 on ‘Dig Pink’ 
night.

It didn’t seem like the 

Nanooks could get any-
thing going against the 
Wildcats, who battered 
the Nanooks on the out-
side edge with thunder-
ous, almost unblockable 
spikes from their outside 
hitter, Linden Firetho-
rne. This was created by 
some sets by setter Catie 
Fry who was all over the 
court giving her outside 
hitters opportunities to 
pound the Nanooks.

The Nanooks did 
show a couple of flashes 

Miranda Grieser sets the ball up for her teammates during their game against Northwest Nazarene on Oct. 23, a game which they lost 
3-1. - Max McKernan / Sun Star

of good plays with both 
outside hitter Sam Har-
thun and outside hitter 
Brooke Mattice knock-
ing in a few powerful 
spikes to try and rattle 
the Wildcats. However, 
poor serves and sloppy 
defense killed any at-
tempts to mount a come-
back, and they fell flat 
after too many miscues.

In a night where too 
many mistakes crippled 
the Nanooks, Wildcats 
dominated and churned 
out a whole team per-
formance. What really 
helped the Wildcats was 
their versatility in front 
of the net. With Fry be-
ing 5’11’’ she could go 
from setting up plays to 
helping out blocks with 
middle backer Julie Hul-
bert and middle backer 
Kaitlin Quirk. Many of 
their players could also 
rotate, which helped 
keep the pressure on the 
Nanooks who couldn’t 
seem to fight past the 
stout defense and fiery 
offense.

The Nanooks will face 
off against Saint Martin’s 
(4-20) in Washington.

Nanooks win first set against Nazarene Crusaders

general manager of 
the Pogo mine, to press 
the button.

Wilson originally 
came up with the idea 
for the mine three years 
ago when he first became 
mine manager. However, 
It wasn’t until last spring 
that they actually start-
ed working towards it, 
according to Silver Fox 
mine co-manager Brian 
Cook.

Wilson expressed 
that it was difficult to 
convince professors to let 
students load 120 pounds 
of explosives onto their 
property. After a lot of 
paperwork, the universi-
ty allowed him to go for-
ward with the blast.

Since that time, the 
mine has gained support 
from various businesses, 
such as Orica, who pro-
vided the ammonium 

nitrate explosives, and 
Pogo, who provided the 
jackleg that dug the holes 
for explosives.

According to Wilson, 
the amount of paper-
work for Pogo increased 
about a week ago, when 
the university realized 
they were serious.

“I don’t think they 
[UAF] actually believed 
us, because about a week 
ago they asked us ‘are 
you actually going to 
blow it up,’” Wilson said.

The actual work on 
the mine didn’t start 
until four days ago; the 
students feared that the 
mine could collapse if 
they dug the holes for the 
explosives too early.

Also present at the 
blast was Turry Ander-
son, who started the 
mine with his fami-
ly back in the ‘40s. His 
dad would blast, and his 
brother would dig out 
the rocks. However, the 

mine did not make much 
money, and they soon 
turned to tourism.

“It was better mining 
tourists than rocks,” An-
derson said

In 1977, Anderson 
and his wife donated the 
mine to the university, 
who used it until the ‘90s 
when the front caved in. 
It wasn’t until a couple 
years ago that the mine 
entrance was dug out, 
and the mine started to 
become useful again.

It's currently used as 
a teaching tool for stu-
dents, classes will often 
go out to the mine to 
learn in a hands on ex-
perience. However, the 
mine hasn't hosted a 
blast in as long as anyone 
can remember, accord-
ing to Wilson.

“We hope to develop 
a yearly system of blast-
ing, mucking, and then 
hauling away the rock,” 
Cook said.

Blast
Continued from pg. 1
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CAMPUS LIFE

Features: Spacious 16’ x 24’ single family dry cabin with a
 generous 4’ covered deck. Fully equipped kitchen, two dedicated 

exterior plug in’s and spaces for parking. Private outhouses 
with holding tanks, effcient electric baseboard heat.

Quietly tucked away in the woods and conveniently located, 
you’ll have the benefits of being just one and a half miles 

from UAF!

$575 per month - non-smoking- no pets- 6 to 12 month leases 
available

Offce hours- 7 days- 9 a.m to 7:00 p.m.
907-479-9019

Visit our website!  https://diamondwillowcottages.com 
Email anytime!  info@diamondwillowcottages.com

By Julia Taylor
Sun Star

Three UAF scientists 
are  br inging their 
expertise and insights on  
cutting edge research to 
examine the pop culture 
portrayals of vampires. 
Wednesday’s  URSA 
Research Showcase 
lecture conveniently 
starts two minutes before 
sunset, and lasts for an 
hour.

“I think it is going 
to be a whole lot of 
fun,”  said Michael 
Harris, UAF associate 
professor of biology 
a n d  n e u ro s c i e n c e . 
Harris is joined by 
two other professors 
and researchers, who 
are also mentors for 
Undergraduate Research 
& Scholarly Activity 
( U R S A )  p r o g r a m 
students.

S t u d e n t s  a r e 
challenged to dress up in 
a way that combines the 
dual themes of the night: 
science and vampires. At 
the end of the lecture, 
everyone in costume 

will get the chance to 
participate in the contest. 
The winner will get their 
picture taken with the  
presenters and $25 in 
munch money.

Andrej Podlutsky, a 
UAF molecular biologist 
who specializes in cancer 
research in Alaska Na-
tive populations, co-pre-
sented with Harris in the 
2013 URSA Halloween 
lecture, “Zombies, Can-
cer & DNA: Genes of the 
living dead.” That was 
the second year that the 
URSA Halloween lecture 
discussed the science of 
zombies.

At the end of the 
lecture, Harris and 
Podlutsky decided 
to switch it up this 
year, moving from 
zombies, and on to the 
science of vampires. 
They were excited 
to tackle a different 
Halloween myth, and 
knew they would need 
help explaining all of 
the issues related to 
immunology and blood. 
That is why they chose 
UAF assistant professor 
of biology, Andreas 

Ferrante to join the team.

Ferrante, like Pod-
lutsky is fairly new to 
UAF, and always excited 
to have undergraduate 
and graduate research 
assistants, according to 
Harris. He is a medical 
doctor, who both teach-
es and conducts research 
that studies how blood 
works. He is research-
ing why different blood 
disorders impact some 
people in different ways 
when they have the same 
disease. Harris says that 
Ferrante’s research relat-
ed directly to how blood 
borne diseases would 
work for vampires.

While Harris is not 
aware of any research be-
ing done on zombies or 
vampires by professors at 
UAF, the topic is popu-
lar. Harris was invited to 
give the Keynote Address 
at the Undergraduate 
Research and Discovery 
Symposium, part of the 
UAA Honors College. 
His speech, titled "Zom-
bies: Physiology of the 
Undead,” was well re-
ceived by UAA students.

Harris said it seems 
that giving students a 
context to use the sci-
entific method, as a way 
to bridge the divide be-
tween academics and 
pop culture, seems to be 
useful to many people. 
“Besides, it’s just fun to 
think about,” Harris said.

The lecture is at 5:30 
p.m. Oct. 30 in Schaible 

By Mikhail Ronnander
Sun Star

“Hello, thank you all 
for coming out for the 
Poetry Slam! Tonights 
sacrifice will be read by 
our organizer Dani,” Raif 
Johnson-Kennedy, the 
host for the night, greet-
ed the audience of Stu-
dent Activities Office’s 
(SAO) Oct. 23 Poetry 
Slam in Arctic Java.

The slam is three 
rounds of poets compet-
ing against each other for 
points from the student 
volunteer judges; Lauren 
Booker, Ella VanSiegman 
and Shania Fifarek. Be-
fore the poets begin their 
readings a “sacrifice” is 
given, or in other words 
the first poem of the 
night is read.

The competitors at 
the slam were all students 
or workers at UAF; Ian 
Hendren, Taylor Mor-
gan, Raif Johnson-Ken-
nedy and Ryan Andrews. 
Round one begins with 

a poet drawing out of a 
hat, the first up is Hen-
dren. After Hendren, 
the judges held up their 
scores(1-10). Next comes 
Johnson-Kennedy, then 
Morgan, then Andrews 
each reading a poem 
they’ve written about 
their life experiences.

Johnson-Kennedy 
returned to the stage 
between poets to draw 
names from the hat and  
banter. After all four po-
ets read, Johnson-Kenne-
dy invited poets to come 
share on the mic while 
the judges prepared for 
round two.

There were no takers.

Rounds two and three 
progressed very similarly 
with the judges each tal-
lying their score at the 
end of every reading. 
No audience members 
choose to read a poem 
between rounds. At the 
end of round three John-
son-Kennedy returned 
to the mic to talk to the 
crowd as event organiz-

er Dani Atkins added up 
the final scores for each 
contestant.

In first place was 
Hendren with a total 
score of 77.5, Taylor fin-
ished second with 77, 
Johnson-Kennedy had 
a total of 69.5, and in 

last was Andrews with 
a score of 66.5. The par-
ticipants and judges all 
got Traditions Tuesday 
hoodies from SAO as 
well as candy bars.

With only about 40 
people in attendance, At-
kins says the event was 

not as big this week as she 
had hoped it would be, 
but she was aware they 
were competing with a 
LIVE event as well as a 
UAF Volleyball game.

Andrews, who took 
last, says his inspirations 
are authors such as Rob-

ert Frost and Taylor Mali. 
Johnson-Kennedy said. 

After the event, judge 
Ella VanSiegman said, “I 
was so nervous to judge, 
I didn’t want to hurt any-
one’s feelings, but it was 
fun.”

Volunteer judge Ella Van Siegman tallies up a score at the Poetry Slam on Oct. 24. - Mikhail Ronnander / Sun Star

Auditorium.

None of the rules for 
the costume contest says 
it’s for “humans only,” 
but with the lecture’s 
start time, and the close 
of registration for the 
contest, so close to sun-
set, non-human entrants 
are unlikely this year. The 
rules are pretty simple; 
be on time, write your 

name on the list before 
the lecture starts, and be 
ready to strut across the 
front of the auditorium.

Contestants are en-
couraged to come early.

URSA will provide 
hot water for tea or cider, 
and a minimal amount 
of Halloween candy, in 
place of usual cookies.

Student makes sacrifice at SAO slam poetry event

Anatomy of a Vampire: UAF biology professors to give lecture on the 
science of spooky - Costume contest to follow
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OPINION

To the faculty, students and staff of the 
University of Alaska:

The role of the University Regents should be well 
known to you all. They provide both guidance and 
approval of university actions, programs, tuition, 
and policies, a crucial oversight role, as well as being 
a buffer and important shield of the university from 
direct interference by the legislature in university 
life.

While that ideally is the role of the regents, the 
individual people, and the governor who selects 
them matter most for the operation of a successful 
thriving university. Sometimes the regents are strong 
and helpful, sometimes they are not.

Let me say this clearly: IT IS THE GOVERNOR 
who appoints the regents. And in 2015, FOUR of the 
nine members of the board of regents’ terms expire. 
That means of course that whoever is elected gover-
nor can appoint four new regents. The student regent 
will also be a new appointee. Who is elected gover-
nor matters very much to the university because of 
this crucial juncture in the regents membership. A 
majority of the regents are up for either replacement 
or re-appointment.

So it matters greatly who is elected governor! My 
personal opinion as an emeritus faculty member, 
is that Bill Walker and Byron Mallott are our best 
choices for governor and lieutenant governor. Please 
be informed, and consider this regents aspect of the 
election, and I urge you to VOTE!

Most sincerely,

Richard Seifert
Professor emeritus and UAF alumnus , 1973

Letter to
the Editor

With the majority of UAF arrests and dis-
ciplinary actions are due to underage drinking 
and petty theft, the campus doesn't exactly 
cast a foreboding shadow in most peoples’ 
minds. Underneath the seemingly safe exterior 
that our ever present campus police force and 
heavily imposed student regulations strive to 
maintain rests on an eerily unsolved murder 
case dating back 20 years.

In 1993, the murder of a young woman 
in the Bartlett Hall dormitory shook UAF's 
student and faculty bodies to their core. Sophie 
Sergie, a 20 year old Marine Biology student, 
was found by a janitor on April 26, mur-
dered in a bathtub in the 2nd floor women's 
restroom. The cause of death was a gunshot 
wound.

While detectives scrambled for leads, many 
details of Sergie's case continued to refute 
possible suspects. Her body was discovered at 
2 p.m. that fateful Monday morning, but fo-
rensic testing later revealed that her body had 
been sitting in the bathtub for as long as to 13 
hours before discovery. Due to the high traffic 
of students in the dorm, including those who 
didn't actually live in Bartlett, creating a pool 
of suspects based on the location of the crime 
was almost impossible.

Not one of the witnesses interviewed recall 
hearing a gunshot, nor did anybody come 
forward claiming to.  This eventually, along 
with other aspects of the case, resulted in the 

creation of a theory questioning whether or not 
the murder had actually taken place in Bartlett, 
or if the body had simply been moved there 
after the matter.

Another theory suggests that the killer’s ac-
tions were most likely fueled by an innate hatred 
for women, and perhaps an underlying sexual 
motivation.

Even after a $20,000 reward was offered by 
Fairbanks crime stoppers, few new credible 
sources were discovered, and to this day, the 
identity of Sergie's killer remains unknown.

Unsatisfied with the university's security 
protocols, Elena Sergie, Sophie Sergie's mother, 
filed a civil suit against UAF in 1994. During 
this civil suit, many details of the case that had 
previously been kept private were made public, 
resulting in even more suspician of whether 
leads could remain credible or not.

Twenty years later, Sergie's memory con-
tinues to be honored on the anniversary of her 
death, not only by her family and friends, but by 
UAF's student body.  Though our unique loca-
tion and cozy campus may seem too demure 
and isolated to have such a dark past, Sergie 
remains the constant chill, eerie feeling in the 
back of student's minds that forces them to 
question the validity of the university's claims of 
safety.

Unsolved campus murders
Dianna Rupp / Copy Editor
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ENTERTAINMENT

Disclaimer: Miss Eu-
phoria is not a real 

sex therapist or health 
professional, regardless 

of what she might think. 
The advice in this column 

is intended for comedic 
purposes only. Events or 
advice may be exagger-
ated for comedic effect.  
The views presented in 

this column are not that 
of the Sun Star, but Miss 
Euphoria.  Any serious 
sexual questions should 
be directed to the UAF 

Health Center.

Miss Euphoria, be-
cause Halloween seems 
to be about sexualizing 
everyday-drag, I’m 
trying to figure out what 
my costume should 
be. I’m an overweight 
woman, what are your 
suggestions? P.S. this 
costume needs to help 
me get laid!

You should dress like 
a potato… a sexy potato! 
When you’re flirting at a 
party, I suggest lines like, 
“Want to mash this?” 
So yeah, do that… or 
ANYTHING else!

How did ‘cold as a 
witches tit’ originate?

Grandmother! 
They’re talking about 
you again!

Recently I did some-
thing with my boyfriend 
that was so freaky that 
I seriously can’t even 
speak of it. I’m wor-
ried that, because we 
reached that level of de-
pravity, he’ll want to go 
even further because it’s 
Halloween. The thought 
of that is nauseating.  
How do I tell him that 
I’m not ready to do that 
kind of stuff again?

What did you two 
do? I think I smell a 
prude. I suggest that 
you dress up as Mother 
Teresa, fly down and 
care for ebola-infected 
Texans, and stop taking 
your sex life so seriously. 
You should be enjoying 
yourself... find whatever 
that means to you (it 
probably means finding 
someone who you have 
more in common with). 
Is that harsh?

Miss Euphoria, I 
can’t stand Halloween! 
Can you think of a fun 
alternative to this ludi-
crous holiday?

Oh yeah, people 
dressing up as someone 
they’re not… how ludi-
crous! Go do whatever 
you want. If you have 
homework, do that! That 
way, while your friends 
are getting drunk at an 
overrated social gath-
ering, you’ll be getting 
things done.   

Miss Euphoria, is it 
safe to have sex dressed 
as an innocent girl being 
attacked by a vampire 
and have fake blood 
everywhere?

Umm, it sounds 
(maybe) physically safe 
but also pretty psy-
chotic… I love it! It’s 
questions like these that 
make me so happy. (Wait 
did you say every-
where… I want to know 
more about THAT.)

Miss Euphoria, 
what’s your advice for a 
single gay guy wanting 
to go out to meet people 
this Halloween?

Umm, don’t. There’s 

so many other ways to 
meet people. Trying 
to figure out if the guy 
dressed as a sexy cop is a 
serial killer or just really 
into auto-errotic acts 
is just not a good use 
of time. Continue your 
search at a time when 
people are not actively 
trying to dress up as 
something they are not. 
(Oh, but go to the last 
question).

I’m dressing as a 
basic bitch this Hallow-
een, could I borrow an 
outfit?

Well I love this, but 
what I love even more 
is that you submitted 
this question like seven 
times. It’s funny, but 
settle down.

Miss Euphoria, 
what is the official sex 
soundtrack of October? I 
figure a queen should al-
ways know these things.

It’s Cazwell’s new 
album Hard 2 B Fresh. 
He’s the only gay rap-
per  I’ve ever heard who 
is highly relevant and 
hysterical. The album’s 
perfect for every occa-
sion. Ever since I first 
bought it, it has stayed 
on repeat.

Is there an event that 
I should be attending 
this Halloween week-
end? I’m trying to be 
more social and I don’t 
want to miss a thing.

YES. DJ Pika is going 
to be at the UAF Pub 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 and 
you don’t want to miss it. 
Go and have a blast and 
have a great week in the 
meantime!

Miss Euphoria is Alaska’s 
premier drag entertainer. 
When she’s not writing 
for the UAF Sun Star, 
she’s going to the UAF 
Pub to see DJ Pika or 

checking the messages on 
her Facebook Page.

Letters
to the

   Editor
Have something to say?  Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words 
in length. Please include the author’s full name and 
contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). 
E-mail your letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.
com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box 
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received 
by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in the next issue. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

· Each column must 
contain all of the 
numbers 1 through 9 
and no two numbers in 
the same column of a 
Sudoku puzzle can be 
the same.

· Each row must con-
tain all of the numbers 
1 through 9 and no two 
numbers in the same 
row of a Sudoku puzzle 
can be the same.

· Each block must 
contain all of the 
numbers 1 through 9 
and no two numbers 
in the same block of a 
Sudoku puzzle can be 
the same. 

Sudoku Solution - Easy

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

More Puzzles:
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Sudoku Puzzle - Medium

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

More Puzzles:
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

SUDOKO

LAST WEEK’S 

SOLUTION

 
Q: What is hepatitis C?
A:  It is a  disease caused by the hepatitis C virus which causes inflam-
mation of the liver. It spreads from person to person through contact 
with blood.

Q: What are the symptoms of hepatitis C?
A:  Most people with hepatitis C have no or only mild symptoms. It can 
last for many years.  When symptoms do occur, they can include:
- Feeling tired or weak
- Lack of hunger
- Nausea
- Muscle or joint aches
- Weight loss

Q: How do you get the disease?
 A: You can contract the hepatitis C virus if you have contact with the 
blood of someone who is infected. This can happen if you:
-   Share drug needles or cocaine straws
- Have sex with someone who is infected
- Use infected needles for tattooing, acupuncture, or piercings
- Share toothbrushes, razors, or other things that could have blood 
on them
- Got a blood transfusion before 1990 (when the way blood was 
handled changed)

Q:  Is there a test for it?

A:  Yes, there is a blood test which can be done to see if you have it.

Q: How is hepatitis C treated?
A: In most cases it is treated with a combination of two or more med-
icines. The medicines might come in pill form or in shots that you give 
yourself. Treatment usually lasts three months to a year.

Q: Is there a vaccine for Hepatitis C?
A: Currently there is no vaccine for Hepatitis C.  There are vaccines 
available for both Hepatitis A and B.

Donna Patrick / Nurse Practitioner

Say Ahh!

We’ve Moved! 

The Sun Star office is now located in 305 Constitution 
Hall!  If you are interested in writing for the Sun Star, 
taking pictures for us, sending in a letter to the editor, 
telling us what you think, or hanging out in our new 

digs, come on over and check us out!  We’d love to see 
you and hear what you have to say.



STOP
the
Republican
war on young 
Alaskans!

The Radical Republican Agenda includes higher student loan rates, increased tuition, 
censorship of textbooks and student newspapers, and discrimination of LGBT Alaskans.

Fight back!

Vote Early!

Voting opens on campus at the Wood 
Center November 3 from 8 am to 5 
pm, and voting is open 7 am to 8 pm 

on Election Day November 4!

“I went to school 
here at UAF, and 
I know how im-
portant it is to 
keep education 
affordable.” - 
Scott Kawasaki

Paid for by the Friends of Scott Kawasaki
2008 Carr Avenue • Fairbanks, AK 99709 • 907.590.0315 • Tonya Brown, Chair

Didn't think you can afford a new, quality built, and super-insulated home? 
Think again. This house was built as a starter home for singles, couples, and 

small families who want extremely low energy costs.
 

Zero down qualified.
$650 payment is less than rent.

6 Star energy rating (R50+)
$10,000 Rebate from AHFC.
1 acre, big trees, close to UAF

Carport, 2 bedroom, full bath, wood interior
www.sixstarhome.com

149k. 455-4779


