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The University of 
Alaska is moving to-
wards banning smoking 
and the use of tobacco 
products system-wide 
by December 1, 2015 ac-
cording to policy being 
drafted by statewide ad-
ministration.

Last week, members 
of UAF student gov-
ernment and the Fresh 
Air Campus Challenge 
Committee were sent a 
draft of the policy from 
Eric Seastedt, UA Chief 
Human Resources Offi-
cer. The policy, coming 
out of UA President Pat-
rick Gamble’s office was 
written with input from 
the three UA Chancel-
lors.

The draft is expected 
to be reviewed and the 
issue to be voted upon 
at the next Board of Re-
gents meeting in An-
chorage on Dec. 11 and 
12, according to ASUAF 
President Mathew Car-
rick.

If approved smoking 

and the use of all tobac-
co and tobacco-related 
products would be pro-
hibited within all univer-
sity property, buildings, 
vehicles and events ac-
cording to the draft The 
proposed ban applies to 
all students, faculty, staff, 
vendors and contractors 
on campus.

Operating electronic 
smoking and vaporizing 
devices would also be 
prohibited, regardless of 
what is being smoked, 
according to the poli-
cy. Tobacco containing 
chews, dips, snuffs would 
also be banned.

Exceptions to this ban 
are personal vehicles on 
campus and areas with-
in a fenced construction 
site, provided that any 
smoking is done 50 feet 
within the existing fence.

Gamble asked for let-
ters from each chancellor 
in October concerning 
whether to maintain the 
current tobacco policy, 
limit smoking to desig-
nated areas or go tobacco 
free.

(continued on pg. 3)   
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In a late-Friday af-

ternoon email sent to 
all students and staff, 
UAF Chancellor Bri-
an Rogers said due to 
legislative funding cut-
backs and enrollment 
decreases, “it is unlike-
ly that we will be able 
to sustain all of our 
programs and services 
next year.”

Forty-six academ-
ic programs are under 
special review by the 
recommendation of 
the Planning and Bud-
get Committee based 
on low enrollment, 
decreased enrollment 
and low graduation 
rates. 

Even if the state 
provides the same 
funding levels for UAF, 
a budget gap of $14 
million is expected for 

next year.
Provost Susan Hen-

richs is tasked with 
overseeing $3 million 
in cuts for academ-
ic programs under 
review by reducing 
programs, combining 
departments or elimi-
nating degrees.

 During the review 
process, each program 
will have to make the 
argument that its con-
tinuation is crucial to 

UAF.
 
Though the pro-

grams under review 
are there because of 
enrollment, the uni-
versity will asses the 
value of the depart-
ments to UAF and the 
community based on 
more than just number 
of students, according 
to Rogers. The process 
will involve review by 
a faculty committee, 

a dean and director 
committee and the 
Chancellor’s Cabinet. 
“It’s going to be a dis-
cussion about values as 
well as numbers,” said 
Rogers. For example, 
the Yupik language 
program has a low 
number of graduates, 
but, “if we don’t offer 
Yupik at UAF, who else 
in the world will?” he 
said.

Some departments 

may be combined with 
others. For example, 
the Journalism De-
partment could com-
bine with the Theatre 
and Film programs 
according to Journal-
ism Department Chair 
Brian O’Donoghue.

Concerns are also 
being raised that pro-
grams will be con-
densed and offered 
at just one of the UA 
campuses.

UAF to cut $3 million from 46 academic programs

The area in front of the MBS dorm complex is notorious for hosting smokers throughout the school year. - Zayn Roohi / Sun Star
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Associated Students of UAF

November 18 senate recap

by Eric Bennett
Copy Editor

Senators present

 Lachlan Gillipsie, 
Cordero Reid, Jona-
than Quinones, Kemper 
Chabotte, Kayleen Han-
sen, Mickey Zakurdaew 
and Austen Whitney.

Senators Absent: Zoe 
Rhodes, Colby Freel and 
Allyssia Garcia.

Senators Excused: 
Mitchell Davidson and 
Amanda Garner.

Guests: Jennifer 
Chambers attended to 
express support for find-
ing the Joseph Thomp-
son bill.

Printers for ASUAF: 

Three bills were up for 
discussion on the pur-
chasing of a new printer 

for ASUAF offices, with 
the intent of passing only 
one bill. Each bill was 
an option for a different 
printer, ranging from 
approximately $1,800 to 
$3,000, which the fund-
ing of would come from 
rollover funds. The print-
er would be available for 
student use for free. A 
decision was not made at 

the meeting.

Trip to Juneau: 
ASUAF voted on a bill 
to spend no more than 
$5,000 on a trip for five 
members to Juneau to 
participate in govern-
ment functions. The bill 
was passed with a major-
ity vote.

by Heather Penn
Sun Star

Hit and Run

Nov. 4 - 4:38 p.m. - Two 
vehicles collided in the 
Taku parking lot. One 
vehicle was unoccupied. 
Driver left a note about 
the incident with con-
tact details. The victim 
brought the note to the 
police department and 
attempted to file a re-
port. Officers advised 
the victim that the other 
individual had followed 
proper protocol in re-
gards to a hit and run. 
Officers then aided the 
drivers on proper trans-
ference of license and in-
surance paperwork.

Nov. 5 - 3:14 p.m. - A 
witness of a hit and run 
vehicle accident in the 
Taku parking lot notified 
police. The car was unoc-
cupied and sustained a 
dent in the bumper. The 
witness gave a descrip-
tion of the driver and ve-
hicle. UAF campus police 
located the driver Lynn 
M. Church the following 
day. Church was issued a 
summons for leaving the 

scene of an accident and 
charged with failure to 
have proof of insurance 
at the officers request.

 Motor Vehicle Accident

 Nov. 8 - 7:43 p.m. - A two 
vehicle accident at the 
intersection of Farmers 
Loop Road and Universi-
ty Avenue left one car dis-
abled in the median. The 
other vehicle was able to 
pull over onto Alumni 
Drive. No injuries were 
reported and both driv-
ers denied medical atten-
tion. One driver was cit-
ed for failure to yield and 
both were released from 
the scene.

Drugs

Nov. 5 - 2:30 p.m. - U.S. 
Marshals requested as-
sistance in the appre-
hension of a fugitive at 
West Valley High School. 
Donny Douglas Pitka, 
39, of Fairbanks, had an 
outstanding warrant for 
violating federal proba-
tion. Pitka was attending 
a class on diesel mechan-
ics when he was appre-
hended. A search was 
conducted and a meth-
amphetamine pipe was 
discovered. The pipe was 
turned over to his federal 
probation officer.

Nov. 6 - 11:14 p.m. - A 
vehicle traveling on 
University Avenue was 
pulled over for driving 
with high beams on. 
After approaching the 

vehicle the officer had 
reasonable suspicion 
to suspect drugs may 
be inside. A search was 
conducted whereupon a 
marijuana pipe with res-
in was confiscated. Police 
also detained a young fe-
male occupant of the car 
for being out after the 11 
p.m. curfew. The juvenile 
was turned over to an 
adult guardian. A cita-
tion was issued for fail-
ure to dim lights and the 
driver was released.

Agency Assist

Nov. 7 - 11:46 a.m. - UAF 
police officers assisted 
the CTC Law Enforce-
ment in background 
check screenings for po-
tential UAF police acad-
emy candidates.

Warrant Arrest

Nov. 9 - 5:46 p.m. - Larry 
S. Gilbert, 33, of Fair-
banks was detained fol-
lowing a traffic stop on 
the Parks Highway. Gil-
bert was seen driving 
with his high beams on. 
Gilbert had a $1500 war-
rant for vehicle theft. He 
was arrested and trans-
ported to Fairbanks Cor-
rectional Center.

Theft

Nov. 3 - 10:35 a.m. - Po-
lice were called to the 
Wood Center last Mon-
day for a reported stolen 
MacBook and binder. 
The victim said he left 

his items in one of the 
phonebooks. Someone 
found the items and 
turned them in to the 
circulation desk.

Nov. 3 - 12:50 p.m. - A 
jacket was stolen at a 
party over the weekend. 
More than 50 people were 
in attendance when the 
jacket disappeared from 
the victim’s residence. 
Alaska State Troopers 
took the report as it was 
in their jurisdiction. Vic-
tim later reports seeing 
a male on UAF campus 
wearing the jacket. The 
jacket is unique. The in-
vestigation is ongoing.

Nov. 8 - 3:21 p.m. - A bike 
from the green bike pro-
gram was reported miss-
ing sometime between 
Oct. 6-8. A concerned 
student called the police 
when they noticed a cut 
lock and helmet lying by 
the bike rack between the 
Duckering and Brooks 
buildings. Police secured 
the helmet and lock. The 
next day a report was 
filed by an individual 
stating the bike stolen 
was his. This investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Welfare check

Nov. 3 - 11:19 p.m. - The 
Dean of Students placed 
a request for a welfare 
check, where police go 
to the residence of an in-
dividual and make sure 
they’re okay, on a UAF 
affiliate. The individu-

al had not shown up to 
campus for numerous 
days. Police determined 
an address and called the 
Fairbanks Police Depart-
ment to assist as it was 
in their jurisdiction. The 
individual was found to 
be fine.

Driving While License 
Revoked

Nov. 4 - 2:49 p.m. - At 
2:14 a.m. a vehicle was 
found stalled in the mid-
dle of the street on Uni-
versity Avenue. Officers 
assisted the female by 
pushing her vehicle off 
of the road. The vehicle 
had a non-drivable me-
chanical issue. She then 
had a friend pick her 
up. At 2:49 a.m. a vehi-
cle was traveling south 
bound on Farmers Loop 
Road with one head-
light out. The passenger 
was the female with the 
stalled out vehicle ear-
lier. The driver, Charles 
D. Evans, 53, of Stevens 
Village was driving with 
a revoked license. Evans 
had a conditions of re-
lease upon him of which 
he was violating 3 terms, 
one of which was not to 
be driving any vehicles. 
Evans was arrested and 
transported to Fairbanks 
Correctional Center. He 
is charged with violating 
conditions of release.

Tuesday/18
12-2 p.m.  - The United 
Way Chili Cook Off in 

the Wood Center. $1 per 
taste or $10 for all.

8:30 p.m. - Trivia in the 
Pub.

Wednesday/19
6:30 p.m. - Fairbanks 
Fire & Flow Presents: 
Hoop Jam at the Pub.

10 p.m. - Open Mic at 
the Marlin.

Thursday/20
1 p.m. - Free music recit-
al in the Davis Concert 

Hall.

6 p.m.  - Who Needs 
Philosophy? Dr. Wilner 

will be hosting a talk 
on the importance of 

philosophy in Schaible 
Auditorium.

7 p.m. Poetry Slam in 
the Arctic Java.

7 p.m. Men’s Basketball 
vs. Black Hills State in 

the Patty Center.

8 p.m. Mr. Dan Firmin 
will be playing music in 

the Pub.

Friday/21
9 a.m. - UAF Rifle teams 

will have a shoot-out 
against Kentucky.

9 p.m. - Super Babe 
Rebecca File Present: 
Babefest 2014 in your 

favorite Pub.

Saturday/22
9 a.m. - More rifle 

matches as UAF vs. Ken-

tucky vs. Nebraska in 
E.F. Horton Rifle Range 

in the Patty Center.

5 p.m. - Men’s Basketball 
vs. West Alabama and 

then at 7 p.m. vs. Minne-
sota State Moorhead in 

the Patty Center.

9 p.m. - Bad Role Model 
in the Pub.

Monday/24
4:30 p.m. - MNF Ravens 

vs. Saints. in the Pub.

8:30 p.m. - Game Night

If you are interested 
in having your event 

featured in the Sun Star 
Picks calendar, contact 
Sam Allen at editor@

uafsunstar.com for more 
information.  The Sun 
Star Picks calendar is 
compiled weekly by 

Chase VanFlein-Hage.

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
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UAF Chancellor Bri-
an Rogers said that in his 
letter to Gamble he sup-
ported going tobacco free 
for a number of reasons. 
He said the 50 feet from 
the doorway policy is not 
working. “I get regular 
complaints from people 
about breathing in puffs 
smoke while they’re go-

Rogers addressed 
the concern specif-
ically with the UAF 
School of Manage-
ment.

“Some programs 
we need to offer at two 
or three universities 
in the region,” Rogers 
said. Many students 
taking business classes 
work full or part time 
while they’re working 
towards their degree. 
Moving the depart-
ment to another cam-
pus would prevent 
students working jobs 
in the community an 
opportunity to earn a 
degree.

Determinations 
are made to spend 
more money on cer-
tain programs. For 
example, the engi-
neering building gets 
it funding from the 
capital budget, so it’s 
not from the same 
revenue stream as 
academic programs. 
However, heating and 
lighting the building 
comes from the legis-
lative budget, which is 
the same budget that 
helps pay for academic 
programs. So we have 
made a decision to put 
more money into cer-
tain departments.

ing to and from work or 
classes,” he said. Also, he 
points out the knowledge 
of the negative health af-
fects of smoking is more 
accepted and known. 

In Rogers’ letter he 
put in a couple of stipu-
laitons. One was to have 
at six months of imple-
mentations or a transiton 

period. Another was to 
have a way for students 
and staff to be allowed the 
use of tobacco cesstation 
products. He also recom-
mend for an exception 
for smoking in private 
vhilces as there is a many 
transit students on cam-
pus and they should have 
that freedom.

Rogers says they’re 
going to enforce the 
ban with public pres-
sure from non-smokers. 
“With out budget situa-
tion wer’r not gonna have 
a whole bunch of tobacco 
cops out there. 

The UAF Faculty Sen-
ate adopted a resolution 
on Nov. 3 supporting 

having designated smok-
ing areas on campus. 
The UAF Staff Council 
passed a resolution in fa-
vor of banning smoking 
and tobacco use on cam-
pus in late October.

The last known stu-
dent poll on the issue was 
conducted by ASUAF 
in Fall 2013. One-hun-

dred-forty-one people 
particpated and 52 per-
cent of them supported a 
smoke free campus. That 
is less than two percent 
of the student body and, 
“unfortunately not a clear 
direction one way or the 
other,” said Carrick.

BA BS Certificate AAS MA MS Ph.D.

Chemistry

Geography

Inupiaq
Eskimo

Journalsim

Linguistics

Mathematics

Music

Philosophy

Theater

Yup’ik Eskimo

Yup’ik
Language and 

Culture

Geography

Sociology

Automotive 
Technology

Community 
Health

Dental 
Assistant

Drafting Tech-
nology

Instrumentation
Technology

Native
Language
Education

Power
Generation

Safety, Health, 
and

Environmental 
Awareness

Statistics

Yup’ik 
Language

Proficiency

Community 
Health

Dental
Assistant

Dental
Hygiene

Drafting Tech-
nology

Native Language 
Education

Yup’ik Language 
Proficiency

Chemistry

Cross-cultural 
Studies

Arctic
Engineering

Electrical Engi-
neering

Engineering 
Management

Environmental
Engineering

Environmental 
Quality Science

Geological Engi-
neering

Mining
Engineering

Mineral Prepa-
ration

 Engineering

Physics

Science
Management

Statistics

Mathematics

Physics

Space Physics

Smoking (continued from pg. 1)

Program Reviews (continued from pg. 1) 46 academic programs are currently under review for potential reductions or elimination
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Didn't think you can afford a new, 
quality built, and superinsulated home? 
Think again. This house was built in a 
starter home size for single, couples, 

and small families who want extremely 
low energy costs.

Zero down qualified.
650 payment is less than rent.
6 Star energy rating (R50+)

$10,000 Rebate from AHFC.
1 acre, big trees, close to UAF

Carport, 2 bedroom, full bath, wood interior
www.sixstarhome.com

149k. 455-4779

by Anessia Hubler
Sun Star

The Idea

“I think Alaska reali-
ty shows are ruining the 
reputation of the people 
that live in Alaska. I wish 
they would make a show 
that would really be the 
true thing, something 
that shows how great the 
people here are,” Fresh-
man Mechanical Engi-
neering student Briar 
Wallace said.

Associate Professor 
of Journalism Rob Prince 
hopes to make Wallace's 
wish come true.

Prince is putting to-
gether a live show, that 
will also air on the ra-
dio, called "Dark Win-
ter Nights," where real 
Alaskans tell real stories 
about their life in Alaska.

“The stories run the 
range from hilarious and 
heartwarming to terrify-
ing and sad,” said Prince.

“I was irritated with 
how reality TV programs 
have exploited Alaska 
and created a bizarre 
caricature of this great 
state, so I wanted to cre-
ate something that would 
allow Alaskans to share 
their own stories with 
the rest of the world,” 
Prince said.

He created a live show 
that displayed what Alas-
ka and the people who 
live here are truly like last 
spring. This fall, "Dark 
Winter Nights" will be 

on Saturday, Nov. 22 at 8 
p.m. in the Pioneer Park 
Civic Center Theater. 
Admission is free.

“The live event is de-
signed to be a great night 
for Fairbanks and will 
also get incorporated 

into the radio program 
and podcast so people 
outside of Alaska can 
hear awesome, true sto-
ries about the real Alas-
ka,” Prince said.

The Stories

A story Prince shared 
from last years perfor-
mance was Melissa Buch-
ta, who's legally blind, 

seeing a killer whale for 
the first time, “Her story 
was both hilarious and 
moving as she talked 
about her mother's awk-
ward attempts to help 
her see Alaskan wildlife 
and the magical moment 

when the wildlife basi-
cally came to her.” This 
story, along with others, 
are now in the podcast 
version of Dark Winter 
Nights.Photographer 
and arts graduate stu-
dent Alyssa Enriquez 
will share a story that 
originated as a poem and 
grew into a story with 
Prince's help.

"I had written a 

poem about the sudden 
loss of a loved one due 
to a self inflicted inju-
ry," Enriquez said.  She 
took a month long trip 
to Nome to work and it 
transformed into falling 
in love with her partner, 

becoming part of a com-
munity and exploring 
Alaska's Seward Penin-
sula by boat, plane and 
snowmachine.

Other than the  stage 
show, Prince also does 
a 30 minute long ra-
dio show that  airs ev-
ery third Saturday of 
the month at 7 p.m. on 
KUAC-FM.  "It's a mix 
of stories from the live 

events, interviews and 
archival recordings," 
Prince said.

"I love Dark Win-
ter Nights  because it's 
a multi-level platform 
- radio, TV, CD, DVD, 
podcast and live," Aman-

da Huff said. She works 
at FNSB public library 
on Cowles Street as a li-
brary assistant, who is 
volunteering to help co-
ordinate Dark Winter 
Nights. Prince wants the 
audience to be captured 
by these stories.

The Music

The story tellers will 

be accompanied on stage 
by the band Emily An-
derson  And The Chan-
nel 4 News Team. The 
band will be playing mu-
sic while the story tell-
ers tell their story: "We 
will be playing all dif-
ferent kinds of music, it 
all depends on what will 
go best with the story." 
Emily Anderson said. 
The band, consisting of 
guitar, piano and drums 
is made of up members 
from the local Fairbanks 
band Thought Trade.

Anderson, who was 
born and raised in Fair-
banks, first got into mu-
sic when she was young. 
"My house was always 
filled with music," Em-
ily said.  Emily's  love 
for music grew as she 
learned how to play the 
piano and the ukulele. 
She also did a lot of sing-
ing as she got older and 
joined a choir. After she 
graduated she went to 
Berklee school of music. 
She got involved in Dark 
Winter Night when Rob 
Prince asked her and her 
band to play for the show.

" So far we've only 
heard rough recordings 
of half of the stories, and 
a summary of two others, 
we have to be sensitive 
and adaptable as we are 
playing. Ready to change 
direction and dynamic in 
any given moment" said 
drummer Travis Bur-
rows.

 

At the Museum of the 
North, a group of people 
sat down to have dinner. 
Everything they ate from 
or were served from, 
plates, platters, bowls, 
were ceramics. Each 
utensil was decorated 
with lines and markings, 
similar to that of ivory 
carvings. They were util-
ities. They were art. They 
were the thesis of Kirsten 
Olson.

Olson graduated 
from Juniata College in 
Huntingdon, Pennsylva-
nia, majoring in Anthro-
pology and with a mi-
nor in Fine Arts. When 
she came to Alaska, she 
swapped her two sub-
jects and is now working 
towards her Master of 
Fine Arts degree.

“Why can't I be 
both?” she said, “Art 
feeds my thirst for ex-
ploring ways to see and 
experience the world.”

Olson's thesis proj-
ect, titled “Dining Out: 
An Artful Experience,” 
is a collection of bowls, 
plates and cups, all of 
which are intended to 

be, and have been used 
for dining. The theme 
for decorating the pieces 
was based on the story 
knives of Native Alaskan 
cultures. These knives, 
usually made of wood, 
bone or ivory, were a 
girl's toy that was intend-
ed to draw pictures in the 
ground. In turn, her col-
lection is decorated with 
the traditional lines and 
circles that Native art 
conveys.

“I'm trying to cre-
ate ceramic ware in a 
way that people can 
interact with and use, 
but still have an artistic 
side,” Olson said, fur-
ther mentioning that her 
signature style could be 
putting Yupik ideas into 
ceramics.

Before really getting 
into ceramics, Olson 
dabbled in painting in 
high school, but nev-
er felt satisfied with it. 
Eventually, she found her 
passion in creating use-
ful things.

“I don't mean to put 
down paintings,” she 
added.

Eventually, she 
moved on to jewelry 
and knitting and finally 
found her place in ce-
ramics, which she has 
been working with for 
the last five years. Going 
back to her anthropology 
roots, she considers her 
creation of art to be her 
ritual.

“I really like the pro-
cess,” she said, “Some 
students say I nerd out 
about the process.”

Her favorite way of 
firing her ceramic ware is 
by the use of a soda kiln, 
which uses sodium and 
requires direct involve-
ment through the entire 
process.

Looking forward, Ol-
son already has plans to 
move back to Pennsyl-
vania and has studio and 
teaching jobs lined up for 
her.

Although she's leav-
ing, what she found here 
in Alaska will continue 
to inspire her.

“Where you are, the 
people you're with, in-
spire the artist.”

MFA student Kirsten Olsen had her handmade ceramics on display during an event in the fine arts 
building on November 12. - John Moore / Sun Star

Kirsten Olson sets the table

KUAC radio DJ Steve Horman was in the studio Saturday night, playing Professor Rob Prince’s prerecorded show Dark Winter Nights. 
The show will be live next Saturday night, 8 p.m. at Pioneer Park. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Fairbanks community shares stories in Dark Winter Nights
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Features: Spacious 16’ x 24’ single family dry cabin with a
 generous 4’ covered deck. Fully equipped kitchen, two dedicated 

exterior plug in’s and spaces for parking. Private outhouses 
with holding tanks, effcient electric baseboard heat.

Quietly tucked away in the woods and conveniently located, 
you’ll have the benefits of being just one and a half miles 

from UAF!

$575 per month - non-smoking- no pets- 6 to 12 month leases 
available

Offce hours- 7 days- 9 a.m to 7:00 p.m.
907-479-9019

Visit our website!  https://diamondwillowcottages.com 
Email anytime!  info@diamondwillowcottages.com

by Aaron Walling
Sun Star

The UAF Nanooks 
woman's basketball team, 
led by forward Kailee 
Skjold's 22 points and 10 
rebounds, defeated the 
Hawks of Holy Names to 
win 94-48.  They are now 
(2-0) overall.

Behind the new of-
fense, the Nanooks are 
scoring 94.5 points per 
game in the early part of 
the season, but the big 
story is the larger role the 
defense played in the vic-
tory.

Nanooks’ Coach 
Cody Bench is thrilled 
to see her offense coming 
along so well to start the 
season.

“The team is really 
resonating with, 'hey it’s 
my minutes I’ll get in 

and I’ll give it my best' 
and they capitalize off 
that,” Coach Bench said. 
All players on the Na-
nooks contributed points 
except guard Benissa 
Bulaya who played well 
on defense getting four 
steals and three assists.

It was a rough outing 
for the  Hawks as they 
couldn’t get anything 
going on either side of 
the ball. As a team they 
shot an abysmal 30 per-
cent from the field, with 
only one player getting 
into double digit scoring. 
What doomed them was 
the amount of turnovers 
they had as a team. They 
had 24 turnovers and 
only eight assists. Com-
pare that to the Nanooks, 
who had 14 turnovers 
but 26 assists.

The offense created 

opportunities for ev-
eryone in transition. 
Center Daron Main-
ville made her season 
debut by scoring eight 
points and grabbing 
five rebounds.

Guard Victoria 
Milton continued her 
impressive play tally-
ing four steals and six 
assists.

“Everything we 
have done up to this 
point in our preseason 
practices and preseason 
conditioning has led us 
to this kind of offense,” 
Skjold said.

The Nanooks  will 
play next in the Dixie’s 
Women’s Basketball 
Thanksgiving Classic 
on the Nov. 19. They'll 
play Dixie State, Cal 
State San Marcos and 
Chico State.

Freshman Heather Heild outreaches two players of the opposing team during the second period 
of the Nanbooks game on November 15. The Nanooks won both their games this weekend. - Max 
McKernan / Sun Star

Martha Hood dives into the water during the final relay on Friday night. The scores were nearly 
tied, until Cal State East Bay won the final relay, pushing them ahead enough to defeat the Na-
nooks. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Ashton Edwards attempts to hold off a player from Trinity University during the Nanook’s game on 
Friday night. Even with their early advantage, the Nanooks lost 83-73. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Anthony Reese attempts to score during the Nanook’s game against Trinity University on Friday 
night. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Nanooks sweep the GNAC/
PAC WEST challenge

Swimming falls short in weekend 
match against Cal State East Bay

UAF Men’s Basketball wins one, 
loses one against Trinity

International
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by Jake Rector
Sun Star

In September, the 
Study for Environmen-
tal Arctic Change, or 
SEARCH, a large scale 
research program fo-
cused on increasing our 
knowledge of the chang-
ing Arctic, received a $4.2 
million grant from the 
National Science Foun-
dation to further its ef-
forts to develop and syn-
thesize new knowledge 
about Arctic change.

SEARCH has action 
groups in universities all 
over the country, includ-
ing Rutgers University, 
University of Colorado, 
Northern Arizona Uni-
versity and at UAF  as 
well as ties to other agen-
cies such as the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration 
and the Arctic Research 
Consortium of the Unit-
ed States. The search pro-
gram is directed by the 

Science Steering Com-
mittee which “develops 
and holds the mission of 
SEARCH,” according to 
ARCUS Director of Pro-
grams, Helen Wiggins.

SSC Chair and holder 
of positions here at UAF, 
the Geophysical Institute 
and the Arctic Research 
Center, Hajo Eicken be-
gan writing the grant 
in 2013, and says that 
it will greatly help the 
SEARCH program. Eick-
en says that before the 
grant funding, SEARCH 
was mostly comprised of 
independent research-
ers with a common goal. 
“Now we can support 
young researchers, and 
develop further linkag-
es,”  Eicken said.

The grant allows 
SEARCH to enact what 
Eicken calls Action 
Teams around the coun-
try. These teams will be 
groups of researchers 
working on one of the 
three specific focuses of 

SEARCH: sea ice change, 
land ice retreat and per-
mafrost decline, or sea 
level rise. “Because we 
want to involve young re-
searchers we consciously 
placed the teams around 
the country,” Eicken ex-
plained. This allows each 
team to pull researchers 
from different scientific 
communities.

The Action Teams 
work to make new ob-
servations and find 
new information. Then 
SEARCH works to im-
plement what Wiggins 
describes as “Knowledge 
to Action,” a way to con-
solidate the scientific in-
formation so that policy 
and decision makers can 
use it to implement ef-
fective action. In doing 
so, they hope to enable 
a more efficient response 
to a rapidly changing 
Arctic.

They also aim to 
provide better under-
standing of the Arctic to 

URSA lecturer is moved by geological movement

Arctic research program receives $4.3 million grant

by Mikhail Ronnander
Sun Star

Next week in Schaible 
Auditorium, Dr. Jeffrey 
T. Freymueller will be 

presenting his work in 
the field of plate tecton-
ics as part of the Under-
graduate Research and 
Scholarly Activity pro-
gram. Freymueller will 

be discussing his work 
in measuring in real time 
the movement of the 
plates that make up the 
Earth’s crust.

Freymueller’s re-

communities who build 
their lives around it. A 
project started in 2010 
and directed by the Sea 
Ice Outlook branch of 
SEARCH has helped to 
provide a resource to 
Alaska Native subsis-
tence hunters by provid-
ing weekly reports of sea 
ice conditions related to 
walrus in the North Ber-
ing and Chukchi Seas. 
Hunters, researchers and 
coastal communities can 
now subscribe to weekly 
updates on the Sea Ice to 
Walrus Outlook.

This work, common-
ly done by researchers 
and post-doc students, 
is at the heart of what 
SEARCH aims to do. 
According to Olivia 
Lee, who started work-
ing with SEARCH as 
a post-doc, SEARCH 
represents a great op-
portunity for students 
to not only get involved 
with research, but to 
also engage in outreach 

and really see the appli-
cation of that research 
in everyday life. Having 
worked on the Sea Ice 
to Walrus Outlook, Lee 
was able to spend a lot 
of time in communities 
along the Bering Strait, 
talking with people and 
letting them know about 
the role they can play in 
finding out about chang-
ing sea ice in the spring.

The SEARCH pro-
gram shows incredible 
potential to make a re-
alistic change in the next 
five years and this fund-
ing plays a huge role in 
that. "It's a whole differ-
ent story when you want 
to do something versus 
when you have the re-
sources to do it," Lee 
said.

As the SEARCH pro-
gram continues to grow 
and expand its network 
of knowledge and infor-
mation it will need more 
funding. This grant pro-
vides a good start, but 

Eicken says they are still 
looking for funding from 
other agencies and the 
private sector, hoping 
that people will find val-
ue in the work they are 
doing and be willing to 
contribute to their cause.

Eicken encourages 
students, even under-
graduates, who have a 
passion and interest in 
the areas of research 
that SEARCH is focused 
on to visit the SEARCH 
program website and 
contact the Action Team 
focused on that field, or 
to go through the Fair-
banks branch of APECS, 
the Association for Polar 
Early Career Scientists. 
If students want to par-
ticipate but are unsure 
of where to start, he tells 
students to contact him 
and he will send them in 
the right direction.

search involves sepa-
rating out very minute 
movements in the Earth’s 
crust from other factors, 
such as swelling of a vol-
cano before an eruption. 

Having a stream of data 
about the motion of the 
surface of the planet al-
lows GPS makers to be 
more accurate.

He is also research-
ing the motion and de-
formation of the Earth 
caused by plate tectonics, 
earthquakes, volcanism 
and adding or removing 
ice from glaciers. The 
research focuses on how 
the Earth responds to 
these changes to find out 
more about the change 
itself.

Another portion of 
the research deals with 
the changes in gravity of 
the planet and using that 
to map how mass moves 
around the planet. This 
mass is largely composed 
of “water in its different 
forms,” Freymueller said.

The model Freymuel-
ler developed for the Na-
tional Geodetic Survey is 
being used by land sur-
veyors in Alaska to “re-
move most of the effects 
of crustal movements 

from their own position 
measurements,” accord-
ing to Freymueller. He 
also studies how geolog-
ical processes create haz-
ards for society process-
es, like earthquakes and 
volcanoes which are ex-
citing to study but pose 
serious dangers.

Some of the work 
Freymueller did with a 
student in California has 
helped people be able to 
measure changes in the 
snowpack in the Sier-
ra Nevada in California 
and measure the effects 
of a drought in the west-
ern Lower 48 by measur-
ing the uplift of the sur-
face of the Earth as water 
leaves it.

Freymueller hopes 
that those who attend the 
research showcase will 
gain a greater respect for 
geology. “If anyone sees 
geology as the study of 
rocks that never change 
they could be farther 
from the truth,” he said.

Former UAF graduate students Samik Sil, Tom Fournier and Kelly Kore set up a GPS site in Denali National Park, with a great view of 
the highest peak in North America. Photo copyright (c) 2004 Russ Gutshall, used by permission.

Satellite remote sensing map from the SEARCH Sea Ice for Walrus Outlook program - Photo courtesy of Olivia Lee
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Katrina Howe is a 28-year-old electrical engineering student and art minor 
who has lost three friends to suicide and survived an attempt herself. She held

an event in the Great Hall on Nov. 1, showcasing an art piece she created as a 
way to express her emotions from her experiences. She hopes to engage people in 
a healthy discussion about suicide. Part one of her article ran in last week’s issue.

Not only have I battled against depression and fought against thoughts of 
suicide, I’ve had dear friends lose that war and take their own lives.

One of my friends noted that “grief is weird” and it’s true.

We all know the five stages of grief are denial, anger, bargaining, depression 
and acceptance. But I think a lot of people aren’t aware that grief is not neces-
sarily a purely linear process. I don’t think I’ve once experienced grief in a linear 
manner.

You can experience all five of those in a row in the first 30 seconds of learning 
of your loss, and then go on to experience them over and over again for a while, 
or you could bounce around to any of them (acceptance might come before de-
nial, and then you go through acceptance again…)

Sometimes when grieving you can go from laughing hysterically to absolute-
ly sobbing within the space of a few seconds. It is weird, but it’s also completely 
normal.

Crying itself is really healthy. It’s our bodies’ natural way of releasing pressure 
and expressing deep feelings. Refusing to cry just causes you problems, and stud-
ies show held-in grief can actually make you sick.

Art is a great way to process your thoughts and emotions. I drew a picture 
when I was trying to keep myself together in class the Monday after my friend 
Jason Bourne killed himself, and the drawing became a sculpture I made as I 
processed my feelings (including renewed grief remembering my friends Colin 
Staley and Nick Sorum, who also killed themselves.)

There are many ways to work through grief and resources around town for 
people dealing with grief and/or depression. I’m starting a Facebook group 
called Choosing to Live where I’ll be posting the video of my speech, from the 
Great Hall event on Nov. 1, links to different resources and discussion boards.

When my friend Nick took his life, his Facebook wall became a place where 
his other friends and I shared memories, ‘like’-ed each other’s stories and replied 
to each other’s posts. That’s where I got the idea for this group, and I hope it be-
comes as therapeutic.

One thing I’ll be posting to the group is an invitation to a thing I’m doing in 
a week. At my art event, I had a box where people could write letters to friends 
who have died, saying the things we wish we could have said. In a week or so, 
I’m going to take this box outside and set it on fire and watch the sparks fly up 
skyward. If you have letters you wish to add, you can email me at kmhowe@
alaska.edu.

When you’ve lost someone to suicide, it’s natural to start asking, “What if I 
had done this or that?” I’ve questioned myself each time, especially with Colin 
and Jason, where I felt like I should have seen it coming, or maybe could have 
done more to help, or… the list goes on.

Asking these “what-ifs” can kill you. Truly, if someone is set on killing them-
selves, the best you can do is stall them because they’re going to do it either way. 
Asking “what-if ” won’t change what they’ve done and all it can do is make you 
miserable.

You’ve got to let yourself off the hook for the decision they made. You’re not 
responsible for anyone else’s health or happiness, and you can’t change the past.

One way I’ve dealt with these “what-ifs” is by applying the pay-it-forward 
concept: whatever I wish I could have said or done, I say or do now to the people 
around me.

I’m more intentional about saying hi and checking on people I care about. I 
can’t change time or the things I’ve done or didn’t do, but I can make a difference 
with the way I do things now.

Despite the fact that suicide and depression are so prevalent here, there are 
people that don’t deal with deep depression and haven’t lost anyone to suicide. 
I’m glad for that!

When I was grieving I could always tell whenever I was talking to someone 
who hasn’t lost anyone, because if I mentioned that a friend committed suicide, a 
look of mixed emotions would cross their face. It was always a kind of pity mixed 
with an almost comedic sense of panic.

They looked like, “Oh no, what do I do? What do I say? Is she going to cry? 
What do I do?”

If you’ve ever been in this situation and wondered what to do to help, first off, 
don’t panic! Listen if they want to talk, help them change the subject if they don’t 
(it’s different for different people.) Most people like hugs when they’re sad, and 
if they feel comfortable crying around you, let them cry. Just be there in the pain 
with them, accepting their grief however it shows up.

For myself, I found that sometimes it was easier to talk to someone who’s not 
involved in the situation I was going through because I could lay out the whole 
situation without feeling like they already know it, and that really helped me to 
process.

Whether you’re working through your own or your friends’ grief, or are fight-
ing with depression, you need to know that you are so special, valued and loved.

You can have no idea what an impact you make just by being around and 
being yourself. You touch more people than you realize.

If you need a reason to live, any reason will do! Live for the sakes of others if 
nothing else, until you can live because you’re happy to be alive. Above all, never 
give up.

The choice to live
despite  the  darkness

by Katrina Howe
for the Sun Star

by Anessia Hubler
Sun Star

 Many students in 
the MBS dorms have 
taken notice of the 
ongoing construction 
throughout the build-
ing. Under construc-
tion are the entryway 
of MBS, the Campus 
Cache and all the dorm 
entryways. The differ-
ent construction proj-
ects began in early Oc-
tober and some won't 
end until January.

“I’m excited to see 
what they will come up 
for the place," freshman 
electrical engineering 
student, Brendan Scott, 
said.

The construction 
on the MBS building 
is taking place because 
some areas need to be 
updated. The school 
wants to make the 
building more comfort-
able for the students.

“Other than making 
the building up to date 
we want to give the stu-
dents a nice welcoming 
place to sit and enjoy 
themselves,” said Rick 
Danielson, Residence 
Life facilities manager. 
The construction may 
be noticeable, but most 
students don't mind it, 
like freshman mining 
engineering student, 
Dylan Webb, who said, 
“It is not affecting me in 
anyway, and it sounds 

like it's going to be a big 
improvement.”

“Some of the con-
struction has started 
now, but most will not 
happen till the students 
go on Christmas break, 
so we can stay out of 
their way the most we 
can,” Danielson said.

The money to pay for 
the construction comes 
from student housing 
fees, Danielson said. 
Even though there are 
many new projects tak-
ing place at MBS, the 
student housing fee will 
not be affected by them 
in any way.

Construction on the 
front entryway started 
late October and will last 
until mid January, ac-
cording to flyers handed 
out to students and the 
Residence Life website. 
Workers will be putting 
in new doors with clear 
glass windows. A new 
shuttle tracking moni-
tor inside the doorway 
will allow students to see 
where the UAF shuttle is 
from inside the building. 
New lighting and floor-
ing will also be added.

Construction on the 
MBS front office will 
start in early December 
and go to mid January. 
Constructors will be ex-
tending the office wall 
to include a new office 
window to improve cus-
tomer service by cutting 
down the waiting time to 

get help.
Updates to the Me-

dia Center will remove 
the rock wall decorations 
and put up a normal, 
white wall. Construction 
workers will also put in 
new digital media signs 
and a corkboard for peo-
ple to post notices and 
flyers.

There will also be up-
dates to the water filters 
in the MBS building.

"I’m most excited for 
the new water fountain 
filters,” Scott said.

"Right now there is 
only one water filter in 
the main entrance way of 
the MBS, but Residence 
Life is hoping to put them 
into every dorm area and 
one day all throughout 
the campus," Danielson 
said.

Construction on the 
new lobby started in late 
October and will end in 
late January. Updates in-
clude new lounge seat-
ing, internet outlets, new 
windows that offer a view 
of the Alaska Range and 
new flooring. “We are 
hoping to make the lob-
by a more inviting place 
for students and visitors," 
Danielson said.

If you would like to 
follow the progress of 
the construction you 
can go to the Residence 
Life webpage or the Res-
idence Life Facebook 
page.

ASUAFAssociated Students of UAF
Sample Ballot

Senate:

   Seat H
 - Hannah Witherington
   Seat I
 - vacant
   Seat J
 - vacant
   Seat K
 - Kayleen Hansen
   Seat L
 - Allysia Garcia
   Seat M
 - Mckinley Zackurdaew
   Seat N
 - vacant

Student Regent

 - Brandon Richter

Student Commissioner 

 - Ronny Parayno
 - Colby Freel

Elections will be held
Monday 11/24 and Tuesday 11/25

MBS complex lobby 
under construction



KPC has two campuses, two extension 
sites and an expanding virtual college. 
If you’re looking to stay on track to 
finish your degree on time, find out why 
KPC is a University of Alaska leader in 

E-Learning, offering more than 145 high-quality online 
classes this spring.

KPC is UA on the Kenai Peninsula! Discover why Kenai 
Peninsula College is one of Alaska’s best kept secrets 
in higher education.

Register for spring semester starting 
November 24.

BRIDGING
              the GAP

Students from Alaska and beyond are finding their
place at Kenai Peninsula College.

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer & educational institution.

NOT ALL ONLINE 
CLASSES ARE 
CREATED EQUAL!

At Kenai Peninsula College, quality 
is our top priority. KPC is known 
for offering the best online classes 
in the state of Alaska, and our 
students are letting us know!

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU OR CALL US AT 1.877.262.0330


