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The decision on 
whether a smoking ban 
will be implemented will 
be made Dec. 12 by the 
Board of Regents. If the-
ban is passed, it will be 
effective in Fall 2015.

“If the ban goes 
through, it will have great 
effects on not only the 
students, but everyone 
else that steps foot on to 
UAF campus,” Eli Bar-
ry-Garland of the Fresh 
Air Committee said.

According to the 
newest draft of the ban, 
no smoking of a burning 
substance will be allowed 
on campus. This could 
cause a number of prob-
lems, one being for the 
theater department.

“Just this week I used 
a fake cigarette in the 
show I'm making,” se-
nior film student Shawn 
Weixelman said.

Another problem is 
that there is no plan to 
actively enforce the ban.
(continued on pg. 3)

by Chris Hoch
Sun Star

Ballot Measure 2 
passed on the Nov. 4 bal-
lot this year, legalizing up 
to one ounce of canna-
bis for adults at least 21 
years of age with regard 
to Alaska state law effec-
tive in February. Federal-
ly, the drug is still illegal; 
a first offense possession 
conviction can result in 
one year of incarceration 
and a first offense sale 
conviction can result in 
five years of incarcera-
tion.

The UAF Board of 
Regents won't change 

their policy with regard 
to cannabis despite Alas-
ka state law legalizing its 
use and possession.

In order to receive 
federal funding, UAF 
must comply with 
the Safe & Drug-Free 
Schools and Communi-
ties Act and the Federal 
Drug Free Workplace 
Act. Failure to comply 
will result in a retraction 
of funding, which would 
be especially severe given 
how deep in the red UAF 
already is. UAF adjusted 
for a $12 million budget 
gap this year and Chan-
cellor Brian Rogers is 
looking to identify $14 

million more in savings, 
including $3 million 
from academic pro-
grams.

Students living on 
campus will continue to 
be disallowed from asso-
ciating themselves with 
cannabis. Violation of 
Residence Life policies, 
which prohibit its use, 
will result in disciplinary 
action potentially in-
cluding expulsion from 
the dormitories.

Employees of UAF 
are also still subject to 
drug testing under feder-
al regulations, and test-
ing positively for the use 
of cannabis will result  

by Eric Bennett
Copy Editor

ASUAF passed a bill 
last week that allocates 
$15,000 of rollover mon-
ey into a scholarship 
fund. This scholarship, 
which is primarily des-
ignated for philosophy 
students, was created in-
honor of Joseph Thomp-
son, a philosophy profes-
sor at UAF who passed 
away in August.

“This is to honor 
the best professor we've 
ever had,” Jonathan Qui-
nones, ASUAF senator 
and president of the So-
cratic Society said. “To 
the very end he wanted 
to keep teaching.”

While philosophy 
students will get first pri-

in sanctions, potentially 
including termination, 
even when in compliance 
with state and law and 
without allowing intoxi-
cation to impact work.

Some at UAF believe 
that the Board of Regents 
should change their poli-
cy regarding cannabis.

"I don't think it's right 
to ban things that are le-
gal," Rusty Young,  a res-
ident assistant for MBS, 
said.

"I've always felt that 
smoking weed is a vic-
timless crime," Cody 
Gaines, computer sci-
ence student, said.

"I think we should 

decriminalize all drugs," 
Alex Wynne, UAF hon-
ors student, said.

Some at UAF take 
a more moderate ap-
proach. "I think the 
Board of Regents should 
consider changing their 
policy about marijuana," 
said Emily Jones, biology 
student. "We should look 
at how the universities 
in Colorado are dealing 
with it." In Jones' opin-
ion, regulation of mari-
juana should be like the 
regulations in place for 
alcohol, and it should be 
allowed in wet dorms.

"There needs to be a 
compromise. There has 

to be some sort of bal-
ance between state law 
and federal law," said Jef-
frey Olds, Bartlett Hall 
resident.

Regardless of right or 
wrong, UAF needs mon-
ey, and following federal 
regulation is one way to 
get it.

"It's not legal and peo-
ple do it anyway," said 
Lida Zakurdaew, peer 
mentor for the freshmen 
students at UAF. Zak-
urdaew says she under-
stands why marijuana is 
regulated as such by the 
Board of Regents, but 
wishes it would be feder-
ally legal.

ority for the scholarship, 
the requirements will 
be based on merit over 
need. A 3.25 GPA will be 
necessary to obtain the 
scholarship and if there 
are no students in phi-
losophy that can earn it, 
it will become available 
to College of Liberal Arts 
students as a whole.

The scholarship fund 
is one of the most expen-
sive bills that ASUAF has 
ever passed. Some sena-
tors were concerned that 
not every student would 
be able to benefit from 
the scholarship, which 
would be funded by 
money that students pay 
every semester. How-
ever, ASUAF president 
Mathew Carrick gave 
a visual demonstration 

showing that the $15,000 
was only 6.3 percent of 
the total rollover mon-
ey, which is around 
$238,000, and that it 
would potentially benefit 
20.4 percent of philoso-
phy majors.

“Every dollar that we 
do not spend is a failure 
that we did not benefit 
the students,” he said. 
“This money is not for 
us, it was not intended 
to sit in a bank account 
for ever and ever. It is in-
tended to go back to the 
students.”

Endowed scholar-
ships, which is what 
the Joseph Thompson 
fund is, are invested and 
scholarships are created 
from the interest earned. 
Therefore, the scholar-

ship might not be ready 
until 2019, but will con-
tinue to provide schol-
arships once it has had 
time to set up.

“If this school is here 
100 years from now, stu-
dents will still be getting 
scholarships,” Quinones 
said.

In a past inter-
view with the Sun Star, 
Thompson said that his 
favorite part of philos-
ophy was, “The almost 
unlimited opportunity. 
If you want to do some-
thing here, there's room 
to do it, and there's a ven-
ue for it. There may even 
be a need for it. Whether 
scholarly, personally, if 
you want to go out and 
explore, you can.” Joseph Thompson smiled for a photo taken for a March 2010 Pro-

fessor of the Week article.

Students 
weigh in on 
smoking 
ban

Despite legalization, marijuana still banned at UAF

Joseph Thompson memorialized in scholarship

by Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

The death of sophomore Scott Austin, 48, a petroleum engineering student, last Thursday, marks the third 
death at UAF in less than 24 months. All three deaths involved guns.

UAF biology student Jason Bourne, 26, shot himself behind the Cutler 600 block on the ski trails this April. 
Tschon (Sean) Ombadykow, 63, former UAF facilities worker, shot himself on the 5th floor of the Rasmuson 
library two years ago.  (continued on pg. 3)

UAF sees third shooting
death in two years

Blood from Thursday’s death  
left on a student’s car - Photo 
courtesy of vehicle owner

A student smokes right outside the doors of the MBS complex. Under the current rules, students need to be a minimum of 50 feet away, which will change if the smoking 
ban is passed. - Chris Hoch / Sun Star
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ASUAF
Associated Students of UAF

December 7 senate recap
by Dianna Rupp
Web Editor

Senators Present:

Michael Mancill, 
Cordero Reid, Jonathan 
Quiñones, Mitchell 
Davidson, Kayleen 
Hansen, Allyssia Garcia, 
Mickey Zakurdaew.

Senators Absent:

Lachlan Gillispie, 
Colby Freel, Austen 
Whitney.

Appointments:

Undeclared Sopho-
more Erik Rickards was 
elected to the senate.

New Printer for 
ASUAF Office: 

A bill electing to 
purchase an HP 500 
multifunction color 
printer (as well as ink 
cartridges) for the 
ASUAF office was passed 
by the senate.

Conference Room 
Furniture: 

A bill detailing the 
purchase of around 
$2,500 worth of new 
furniture for the ASUAF 
Senate conference room 

as passed. Furniture 
will be purchased and 
hopefully placed during 
the break.

Resolution Against 
A Statewide Tobacco-
Free Policy: 

A resolution against 
UA President Gamble, 
Chancellors Brian 
Rogers, John Pugh and 
Tom Case’s proposal 
to go tobacco-free as a 
statewide policy has been 
passed. The resolution 
highlights inequalities 

of the initial proposal, 
such as no offer of other 
locations in which one 
may smoke tobacco 
and or the general 
discrimination towards 
smokers for a personal 
choice not involving the 
university.

Postponing:

ASUAF will be 
postponing their next 
meeting until the new 
semester.

by Dianna Rupp
Web Editor

DUI

Nov. 21 - A vehicle was 
pulled over on Tanana 
Loop near the SRC at 
2:11 a.m. for failing to 
dim their headlights for 
oncoming traffic. Driver 
Kevin T. Morisky, 31 of 
Fairbanks, admitted to 
driving without proof 
of insurance and con-
suming alcohol, resulting 
in failed field sobriety 
tests. Morisky registered 
a breath-alcohol content 
of  0.169. Morisky was 
arrested and taken to 
Fairbanks Correctional 
Center where he was fur-
ther charged with DUI 
and cited for failure to 
carry proof of insurance, 
as well as not meeting 
headlight dimming re-
quirements.

Possesion

Nov. 21 - A vehicle con-
taining both a juvenile 
driver and passenger 
was stopped on North 
Chandalar Drive near 
the fire station at 10:23 
p.m. for too darkly tinted 

windows and a light out 
on their license plate. 
Upon inspection of the 
vehicle, officers detected 
the stench of marijuana 
and recovered both mar-
ijuana and a pipe from 
the passenger, as well as 
brass knuckles. The par-
ents of both parties were 
contacted and picked 
up both individuals. 
Charges were forwarded 
to Fairbanks Youth Fa-
cility.

Minor Consumption

Nov. 21 - Officers and 
UAF Emergency Medical 
Service responded to a 
report of an unconscious 
female in a Moore Hall 
women’s restroomsat 
10:45 p.m. Destine N. 
Edgeworth, 18, of Delta 
Junction, was found 
unconscious and vom-
iting by officers. Under 
suspicion of alcohol poi-
soning,  Edgeworth was 
transported to Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital for 
treatment and issued a 
Minor Consumption.

Disturbance

Nov. 22 - Officers re-
sponded to a call de-
scribing a fight in prog-
ress at 1:51 a.m. in UAF’s 
Pub. The Pub Manager 
managed to calm both 
males down, resulting in 
no action needed from 
officers. Although both 
involved parties told a 
slightly different version 
of events, neither party 

chose to press charges.

Warrant Arrest

Nov. 22 - A vehicle was 
stopped on Ag Farm 
Road and Sheep Creek 
Road at 9:57 a.m. for 
an obscured plate and 
speeding. Initially, the 
driver provided false in-
formation to officers, but 
was eventually identified 
as Bryan D. Campbell, 
34, of Fairbanks. Camp-
bell was found to have 
two outstanding no-bail 
warrants. Campbell was 
taken to FCC for out-
standing warrants and 
was charged with pro-
viding false information.

Vehicle Check

Nov. 22 - Officers at-
tempted to locate the 
owner of an abandoned 
vehicle parked on Range 
Road near Farmers Loop. 
Officers were unable to 
make contact with the 
vehicles owner, and as 
such were forced to im-
pound the vehicle.

Intoxicated Person

Nov. 23 - Officers re-
sponded to a report of 
an intoxicated individual 
being disorderly around 
Cutler Apartments at 
12:40 a.m. Officers made 
contact with a male indi-
vidual and transported 
him to the Alaska State 
Troopers station where 
he was further released 
into the custody of his 

brother. The individual 
was issued a six month 
trespass from UAF prem-
ises and given a disor-
derly conduct warning.

Minor Consumption

Nov. 23 - An RA on 
duty for the MacLean 
house reported an in-
toxicated male crawling 
in the roadway and near 
the dumpsters at 6:26 
a.m. Officers made con-
tact with Ivik K. Henry, 
20 of Fairbanks, who 
showed altered levels of 
consciousness due to in-
toxication, though still 
breathing and conscious 
overall. Henry was then 
transported to FMH by 
UAF EMS and issued a 
Minor Consumption.

Intoxicated Person

Nov. 24 - An intoxicated 
female was detained 
near Cameron Street at 
1:21 a.m. The individual 
was unable to carry 
herself due to her level 
of intoxication and as 
such was taken to FMH 
for screening and then 
passed to FCC for a Title 
47 sleep-off. 

Driving While License 
Revoked

Nov. 27 - A failure to 
signal 100 feet before 
a turn resulted in Carl 
J. Nielsen, 53, of An-
chorage, being pulled 
over at 2:49 a.m. on 
Yukon drive. Nielsen 

admitted to his license 
having been revoked, 
which a state data base 
confirmed. A bag con-
taining marijuana res-
idue was seized and 
destroyed. Nielsen was 
arrested and transported 
to FCC where he was 
charged with driving 
with a revoked license.

Nov. 29 - After report of 
an assault off the Parks 
Highway involving a red 
vehicle was issued, offi-
cers stopped a vehicle on 
Geist Road matching the 
description at 5:49 p.m. 
for an obscured license 
plate. Though initial-
ly giving officers a false 
name, the driver of the 
vehicle was identified 
as Matthew S. Crow, 22 
of Fairbanks, who was 
found to be driving with 
a revoked license and in 
possession of a concealed 
fixed blade knife that was 
undeclared to officers.

The full Police Blotter is 
available online at 

www.uafsunstar.com

Tuesday/9

-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia.

Wednesday 10

-All Ages-

7-9 p.m. - The Ugly Sweater 
Judging will be held at Arctic 
Java. Judging at 8 p.m.

7:30-9:30 p.m. - Wind Sym-
phony and Jazz Band Concert 
in the Davis Concert Hall. 
Tickets are available at the 
door, $10 adults, $5 for stu-
dents, seniors and military. 
474-7555 for more info.

-Over 21-

8 p.m. - DRAW/United Way 
Banff Mountain Film Festival 
Screening. $5 in the Pub.

10 p.m. - Open Mic at the Mar-
lin.

Thursday 11

-All Ages-

1-2 p.m. - Music at One in the 
Davis Concert Hall.

7-8:30 p.m. - Percussion En-
semble 64.8 Concert at Davis 
Concert Hall.

-Over 21-

8 p.m. - Duce Playa in the Pub.

Friday 12

Last Day of Instruction!!!

-All Ages-

12-5 p.m. - The Art Dept. is 
having its student sale. That is, 
sale of student made art proj-
ects, not the students them-
selves. Ceramics, metals and 
prints.

7-8:30 p.m. - Choir of the 
North Concert in Davis Con-
cert Hall. Tickets $10 Adults, 
$5 Students, seniors and mil-
itary. Children 12 and under 
are free. 474-7555 for more 
info.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. - A Very Pub Christmas 
Party!

Saturday 13

-All Ages-

7 p.m. - Men’s Ice Hockey vs 
Alabama Huntsville at the 
Carlson Center.

-Over 21-

9 p.m. - Karaoke in the Pub!

Monday 15

Final examinations week!!!

-All Ages-

5:30 - 9 p.m. - Banff Mountain 
Film Festival, Davis Concert 
Hall.

-Over 21-

The Pub opens at Noon all 
week!!!

Tuesday 16

-All Ages-

4-6 p.m. - Chancellor’s Holiday 
Gathering, Wood Center mul-
tilevel lounge.

-Over 21-

8:30 p.m. - Pub Trivia.

Thursday 18

-All Ages-

7-8:30 p.m. - Downton Abbey 
early screening event, Davis 
Concert Hall. KUAC is excited 
to thank its 2014 donors with 
an early screening of the Sea-
son Five premiere of Downton 
Abbey. There will also be pop-
corn and door prizes.

Friday 19

-All Ages-

7 p.m. - Men’s Basketball vs 
Portland Bible College in the 
Patty Center.

Saturday 20

-All Ages-

3 p.m. - Men’s Basketball vs 
Portland Bible College in the 
Patty Center.

-Over 21-

Last Night of the Pub until the 
Jan. 15!

Sunday 21

-All Ages-

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. - The 3rd annual 
run of the Dawn 2 Dusk. It is 
a three mile loop and will start 
at dawn and end at dusk. Start/
Finish is in the Great Hall.

Wednesday 31

-All Ages-

8-8:30 p.m. - New Year’s Eve 
Sparktacula! Fireworks will be 
launched from West Ridge and 
it will be amazing!!

Sun Star Picks: UAF and community events
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The UAF fire department is the second longest ladder west of the Mississippi at 135 feet. - Chris Hawk 
/ Sun Star

Go to our website at www.uafsunstar.com to read a full feature article on the UAF Fire Department!

by David Spindler
Sun Star

All four sets of dou-
ble doors leading into 
Gruening had their sup-
porting pins removed by 
vandals on Oct. 20.

Around 2 a.m., there 
was a call from one of the 
locksmith staff members 
who called in the vandal-
ism.

“To my knowledge, 
we’ve never had that 
happen before. I had just 
come back from a vaca-
tion when it happened. 
Our locksmith/carpen-
ter was on stand that 
night and because the 
pins were taken off, any-
one could have pushed 
the doors, and gotten 
crushed by them,” Bill 
Cox, the UAF Superin-
tendent of Maintenance, 
said.

“The police knew 
about it soon afterwards 
but I guess they didn’t 
have any cameras point-
ed that way at the time,” 
said Marianne Freelong, 
UAF’s Customer Service 
Manager.

The UAF Facilities 
Services temporarily re-
paired the hinges with 
some spares and then 
ordered 48 brand new 

hinges from Anchorage.
“We have about 60 to 

80 percent replaced but 
still have some on back 
order because door order 
parts are hard to come by 
and since they're custom 
made they usually take 
six to eight weeks to ar-
rive,” Cox said.

There are three hinges 
per door, so that means 
there’s a total of 12 sets 
of hinges for four doors. 
The doors into Gruen-
ing make it a convenient 
place to walk into on 
campus or through cam-
pus to the other side into 
the Eielson Building.

“We replaced the Ei-
elson doors during the 
start of the fall semester 
and included a handicap 
wireless sensitive touch 
pad for handicap peo-
ple,” Cox said.

The Gruening doors 
are fire rated, which is 
why the hinges are so 
much larger, some with 
more sets of three. Cur-
rently there are 12 to 14 
hinges left that need to be 
replaced in all front dou-
ble doors into Gruening 
and once the next order 
comes in around Dec. 10 
or 12, UAF Facilities Ser-
vices will put them in.

(continued from 
front page) “What I see 
happening is that this 
ban is going to pass but 
none of the students will 
follow it, like they don't 
follow the 50 feet away 
from buildings law right 
now,” Barry-Garland 
said.

This can cause some 
major problems because 
if the ban is passed, all 
the ashtrays will be re-
moved from UAF cam-
pus. With nowhere to 
put their used cigarettes 

students will most likely 
either leave them on the 
ground producing more 
litter, or they will throw 
them in a trash can, 
which might start a fire 
by accident.

According to the 
newest update on the 
ban, students are allowed 
to smoke cigarettes if 
the are in their vehicles. 
Most students on cam-
pus don't have vehicles 
or if they do they will not 
want to ruin them will 
the smell of smoke.

“If they smoke in 
their car they will have 

to open the door at some 
point and let all the 
smoke out,” Barry-Gar-
land said.

Also by smoking 
within a small enclosed 
space such as a car, the 
smoke could cause even 
more health issues to the 
student that is smoking.

According to the Nov. 
26 student government 
poll concerning the is-
sue, 47 percent disagreed 
with the ban, 42 percent 
agreed and 11 percent  
were neutral out of 208 
students voting.

“I think we should 

compromise with the 
people that are for 
and against the ban,” 
said ASUAF President 
Mathew Carrick.

One compromise 
would be to make certain 
places around campus 
designated for smoking 
while the rest of campus 
remains a non-smoking 
area.

“We should build 
smoking huts because 
that would make most 
people happy, but with 
all the recent budget cuts, 
that will never happen,” 
Barry-Garland said.

Gruening vandalized

(continued from 
front page)

Bourne and Omba-
dykow's deaths were de-
termined to be suicides. 

Austin’s death is unclear. 
A cause of death has not 
been determined yet, in-
vestigators are awaiting 
results from the state 
medical examiner's office 
in Anchorage.

“There’s no confirma-
tion that it’s accidental or 
self-inflicted intentional-
ly,” Keith Mallard, UAF 
Police Chief, said to the 
News-Miner.

No foul play was in-

volved according to an 
email Chancellor Brian 
Rogers sent out to stu-
dents on Friday.

Austin, an Air Force 
veteran, originally from 
Greece, was found by 

a student on her way 
to class in the Reichart 
Building parking lot near 
Cutler student housing. 
He was lying by his vehi-
cle, dead from a gun shot 
wound to the head, his 

.308 rifle nearby when 
police found him at 8:09 
a.m. Thursday. Austin 
had a 9 a.m. class in Re-
ichart that morning ac-
cording to UAF police.

Shooting

Features: Spacious 16’ x 24’ single family dry cabin with a
 generous 4’ covered deck. Fully equipped kitchen, two dedicated 

exterior plug in’s and spaces for parking. Private outhouses 
with holding tanks, effcient electric baseboard heat.

Quietly tucked away in the woods and conveniently located, 
you’ll have the benefits of being just one and a half miles 

from UAF!

$575 per month - non-smoking- no pets- 6 to 12 month leases 
available

Offce hours- 7 days- 9 a.m to 7:00 p.m.
907-479-9019

Visit our website!  https://diamondwillowcottages.com 
Email anytime!  info@diamondwillowcottages.com

Smoking

Exchange student Calum Macintyre snowboards down the hill behind the Patty center. He, like many other students, was taking advan-
tage of the fresh snowfall of Tuesday and Wednesday. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor
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by Chase VanFlein-Hage
Sun Star

"As soon as your wa-
ter starts tasting bad--
the aesthetic qualities 
that we don't have much 
control over.  People stop 
using that water and go 
to other sources that are 
more expensive, or even, 
less safe," Ben Stacy,  
UAF's water plant super-
visor said.

Stacy explained that 
the water on campus ex-
ceeds all federal and state 
regulations; it has some 
of the lowest levels of 
arsenic in the state and, 
for the last few years, is 
barely measurable. The 
water tastes fine at the 
water treatment facility. 
The flavors students taste 
further up the hill comes 
from the pipes used to 
transport the water.

Students have mainly 
resorted to bottled water. 
The reasons could be due 
to a lack of options on 
campus or for perceived 
quality and convenience.

"Besides coffee, bot-
tled water is our number 
one seller here," a Wood 
Center employee said.

Bottled water is one 
of the top selling bever-
ages on campus, accord-
ing to Dining Services. It 
can be purchased at the 
Campus Cache, at the 
food court in the Wood 
Center and from several 
coffee shops as well as at 
vending machines across 
campus.

According to Gavin 
Northey, UAF’s Dining 
Services' Director of Re-
tail, "Campus is follow-
ing the national trend. 
Bottled water is boom-
ing. People want to buy 
bottled water.”

Northey says that the 
Smart Water brand of 
bottled water is a top sell-
er. Only soda outsells it.

The 2009 film, 
"Tapped," is a documen-
tary on the bottled water 
industry. According to 
the film, the industry is 
dominated by Coca-Co-
la, PepsiCo and Nestle. 
In 2007 there were 29 
billion bottles 
of water sold 
in the United 
States. The 
industry is an 
$11.5 billion 
business.

The film 
examines the 
profit-heavy 
business. At 
least 40 per-
cent of the 
bottled water 
on the mar-
ket is simply 
filtered tap 
water. Tapped points out 
that it costs between 6 
to 11 cents per gallon to 
bottle the water. Then, 
that same water sells for 
roughly $6.00 per gallon.

One of the hidden 
costs of bottled water is 
that it is shipped to cit-
ies all over the country. 
Shipping water uses a 
huge amount of energy. 
Most of the water that 
makes it to Alaska comes 
from the West Coast. 
However, there is at least 
one company based in 
Anchorage that bottles 
its own water.

Penny Cotton, Vice 
President for Marketing 
and Communications 
for NANA Corporation, 
said, "The university 
makes money on bot-
tled-water sales. NANA 
is a private for-profit 
company. The university 

owns the facilities and 
gets payments from us, 
which are a percentage of 
sales.”

“I usually drink a 
gallon of Fred Meyer’s 
brand water each day,” 
said hockey player, Nik 
Yaremchuk. This extra 
expense costs him $1.20 
a day, or nearly 10dollars 
a week. “I buy a week’s 

supply of water every 
week and that works 
great for me."

On-campus sales rev-
enues from bottled wa-
ter add up to more than 
$100,000 annually. Auro-
ra Vending, the owners of 
the vending machines on 
campus, earned roughly 
$5,867 in the first quar-
ter of 2013 through wa-
ter sales alone. In that 
same time span, Dining 
Services earned approx-
imately $21,000. These 
numbers were acquired 
from Aurora Vending 
Company and from Jus-
tin Baker, the Account 
Manager for UAF Dining 
Services.

The school year con-
sists of eight months 
in-session and four 
months of break. During 
sessions, bottled water 
sales are highest.

An estimate of how 
many bottles are pur-
chased and disposed of 
on campus each year was 
obtained from the above 
numbers. There are over 
15,000 bottles sold each 
year on campus alone. 
All of those bottles even-
tually end up as trash.

Cotton encourages 
students to use a Brita 

filter.
Northey uses a Brita 

water filter himself. It is 
located in his office in the 
Wood Center.

The only option stu-
dents have for free and 
easy access to water that 
does not have any metal-
lic flavors are located at 
the filling stations pur-
chased by the Office of 
Sustainable Living. These 
are located in the Moore, 
Bartlett and Skarland 
dorm complex and the 
Student Recreation Cen-
ter. There is also one up-
stairs in the Wood Cen-
ter. These machines filter 
the water and take out 
any flavors that may have 
been picked up during 
transport through the 
pipes.

Stacy says that the 
bottle filling stations 
really help. “I love the 

idea of having devices 
on campus where peo-
ple can walk up and get 
clean, good-tasting wa-
ter.” More importantly, 
"they create a lot more 
usage on campus. The 
water turns over in the 
system, it has a cumula-
tive effect on improving 
the water quality overall. 
Every time I give a tour 

to students. 
I always tell 
them, ‘take 
that 30-min-
ute show-
er.' We have 
plenty of wa-
ter. Students 
can help turn 
over the wa-
ter in the sys-
tem.”

“I fill up 
my bottles 
there all the 
t i m e . . . . e v -
eryday,” said 

UAF Residence Life em-
ployee, Anna Gagne-
Hawes.

Michele Hebert, Di-
rector of the Office of 
Sustainability at UAF ad-
dresses a drawback. “The 
problem is they require 
a lot of maintenance in 
changing the filters and 
that’s really expensive.” 
Hebert adds that the fil-
ters need to be replaced 
more often, “because our 
water is so hard, they 
have to put in big salt 
units in the walls."

The Office of Sus-
tainability is attempting 
to get more of these sta-
tions installed. Northey 
believes that more water 
filter stations on campus 
wouldn’t be a threat to 
Dining Services' sales of 
bottled water.

UAF had proposed 
a few alternatives years 

ago, according to Sta-
cy, they had looked into 
bottling their own water. 
"I don’t know why they 
ever abandoned the proj-
ect but I think they were 
looking into it. I don’t 
know if it was an in-
vestment deal, like they 
didn’t want to invest the 
time or money.”

Another proposed 
idea was, “a bulk wa-
ter-hauling station, kind 
of like what you see 
with Water Wagon and 
those types of places 
where people drive up. 
I don’t know if 20 years 
ago these were ideas to 
just generate revenue or 
whether it was to try to 
fix this situation of hav-
ing bad tasting water on 
campus," Stacy said.

There is a haul sta-
tion just down the road 
from the university. The 
current price is two cents 
per gallon.

The Office of Sustain-
ability is hoping to install 
a similar setup on cam-
pus in the near future. 
Sustainability also hopes 
that new water-filling 
stations will assist on 
cutting back the number 
of water bottles sold on 
campus.

Currently there are 
not many options for 
students on campus oth-
er than purchasing bot-
tled water. The Office of 
Sustainability is the only 
group actively trying to 
provide more options. 
They are heading toward 
offering several sustain-
able options for students 
to obtain fresh tasting 
water.

Poor water taste causes high bottled water sales

by Sam Allen
Editor-in-Chief

The United States 
Secretary of the Navy, 
Ray Mabus, met with UA 
President Patrick Gam-
ble and Chancellor Brian 
Rogers to discuss Artic 
policy on Friday after-
noon in Butrovich.

Mabus was on cam-
pus to, “Underscore the 
importance of the Arctic 
to our navy as we see the 
effects of climate change 
as we see less ice in the 
summer as we see more 
commercial traffic as we 
see more tourism as we 
see more exploration for 
minerals.”

UA officials and sci-
entists presented ideas 
and challenges of in-
creasing work in the 
Arctic.

Mabus says that Na-
val involvement in the 
Arctic will remain con-
sistent for the next five 
years. After 2020 he ex-
pects there to be more 

naval activity due to 
an expected increase 
in commercial traffic, 
tourism, increase need 
for search and rescue 
and disaster response, as 
Arctic development and 
trade increases.

The United States is 
taking over the chair-
manship of the Arctic 
Council in 2015. The 
council consists of eight 
countries: Canada, Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Russia, Sweden 
and the United States. 
They focus on inter-gov-
ernmental approaches to 
determining Arctic poli-
cy.

“Today, we don’t 
have many people who 
are trained to work in 
the Arctic, but we’re get-
ting better,” Mabus said. 
He pointed to the SEAL 
cold-weather base in Ko-
diak, Alaska as a place 
where they are looking 
to increase training and 
exercises.

UA president Pat Gamble shakes hands with U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus following a discussion on meeting the challenges of 
the changing Arctic. - Zayn Roohi / Photo Editor

Try on a new look by writing for the Sun Star - a weekly print and web publication run and written by
students.  Freelance reporters are paid per piece and gain valuable work experience.

If you’re interested in writing a column or article or covering a beat for the Sun Star, drop by one of our 
staff meetings Sundays at 1:00 p.m. in 305 Constitution Hall (above the bookstore!) or email Sam Allen at 

editor@uafsunstar.com

Secretary of U.S. Navy hears UAF Arctic Policy
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Suddenly people at 
one table jump off their 
chairs, nearly knock-
ing over their five beer 
pitchers. The group just 
scored a point. It’s trivia 
night.

“It is your chance 
to either make a fool of 
yourself or show your in-
tellect,” said Cory Coul-
man, a 29-year-old an-
thropology junior.

Pub Trivia takes place 
every Tuesday at 8:30 
p.m. at the UAF Pub, 
which is located in the 
Wood Center on cam-
pus. Anyone over 21 is 
free to participate.

This Tuesday, more 
than 120 people filled 
the pub. “You can always 
expect a good crowd,” 
said Donald Crocker, the 
32-year-old pub manag-
er. For him, Pub Trivia is 
the most consistent night 
of the week.

Everyone who pays 
the $5 registration fee can 
enter the competition. 
Usually, about 15 teams 
of three to four people 
compete with each other 
in short quizzes.

“The teams that play 

are a mix of undergrad-
uate and graduate stu-
dents, professors and 
faculty members,” said 
pub supervisor Michael 
Hooper, 22.

The game covers 
questions on five catego-
ries.

According to Jimmy 
Beverage, a 23-year-old 
petroleum engineering 
senior, participants of-
ten have their favorites, 
“From what I remember, 
which is a little because 
it was a lot of beer, my 
friend was really good at 
Disney movies.” He adds, 
“I liked the category 
‘random hard questions’ 
since it had nothing to 
do with anything.”

The difficulty of the 
questions rises with the 
number of points that 
can be earned. Electronic 
devices such as smart-
phones are banned from 
the game. The team with 
the most points wins.

The manager has a 
formula for prizes, “They 
are the cheapest pieces of 
shit I can find.”

This is why Pub Triv-
ia  is so profitable. Regis-
tration fees are reinvest-
ed in prizes so that trivia 
night does not cost the 
UAF pub anything. For 

the last four years, a tra-
dition has evolved. “The 
last place always gets a 
loaf of bread,” Hooper 
said.

This night, the cate-
gories were Halloween 
themed such as “How to 
kill someone with natu-
ral science.”

The manager, Donald 
Crocker hosts Pub Triv-
ia  every other week and 
makes up the questions 
himself. “If people don’t 
know the answer, they 
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Every Tuesday night at 8:30, students gather in the UAF pub for pub trivia. - Photo Courtesy of UAF pub.

tend to give offensive 
and inappropriate ones,” 
he said.

His observation man-
ifested itself later. Asked 
to name the ingredients 
in the drug cocktail for 
the lethal injection, one 
team answered, “mari-
juana.”

“The funniest stuff 
happens once there is a 
tie,” said Crocker, who 
explained it is left to the 
judge to determine de-
ciding tests.

Beverage had such 
an experience, “In order 
to win, one of us had to 
dance to Michael Jack-
son’s ‘Thriller’. It was 
worth the trouble – we 
won.”

“We made people do 
all kinds of stuff,”  Crock-
er said, listing other 
tie-breaking activities, 
“They had to do a walk-
off on an imaginary cat-
walk or do interpretative 
dance to hip-hop mu-
sic.” Lap dance contests 

as a tie breaker had to 
be banned. “It just got 
weird,” he said, chuck-
ling.

Crocker said trivia is 
a natural draw on cam-
pus, “Since we are at a 
university, people like 
to wrap their identity in 
knowledge.”

For some, the setting 
itself is reason to start 
participating, “We were 
at the pub to begin with,” 
Beverage said, “And then 
we started playing.”

BEAT.
The Sun Star is looking for reporters to write weekly articles on

ASUAF - UAF Police Department - Science

Attend a story board meeting Sunday at 1:00 p.m. in the Sun Star office in the 
Wood Center or email Sam Allen at editor@uafsunstar.com for more

information on becoming a beat reporter.

Trivia night draws crowds at UAF Pub
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