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By Julia Taylor
Sun Star Reporter

On Saturday after-
noon, Sept 27, 2014, 
more than 100 peo-
ple gathered at Golden 
Heart Park to make sure 
that both Alaska Na-
tives and political lead-
ers know that they care 
deeply about the legal 
battle that is being waged 
behind closed doors over 
documents that could 
potentially lead to the re-
lease of four young men 
who have been in jail for 
17 years for a crime that 
they and their supporters 
maintain that they didn’t 
commit. 

George Frese, Kevin 
Pease, Marvin Roberts 
and Eugene Vent, (now 
commonly referred to 
as the Fairbanks Four) 
were convicted of the 
October 1997 murder of 
John Hartman. For the 
Fairbanks Police Depart-
ment, the convictions of 
the young men ended 
the investigation for over 
a decade.

While the police may 
have stopped their inves-
tigation, the Alaska Na-
tive communities of the 
Interior were convinced 
that the wrong men had 
been convicted of the 
crime, and in 2014 they 
are not alone.

Brian O’Donoghue, 
(at the time of the mur-
der a reporter for the 
Daily News-Miner, who 
is now the head of the 
journalism department 

at UAF) has been teach-
ing students into inves-
tigative reporting by re-
searching the Hartman 
case since 2001. 2014 is 
no different, as journal-
ism students are once 
again looking at the evi-
dence in the case.

The Innocence Proj-
ect, as well as many pol-
iticians, have called for 
an independent review 
of the case. Fairbanks 
Mayor John Eberhart 
has joined the call for the 

investigation to be done 
by the federal Justice De-
partment.

If you want more 
details about the case, a 
Google search with the 
terms “John Hartman” 
and “Fairbanks Four” 
could be a little over-
whelming. There are 
over 96,000 links served 
up by Google, to news 
old and new, blogs, Face-
book pages and posts, 
and many newpaper 
stories that come back 

to O’Donoghue and his 
students. 

O’Donoghue works 
to make information on 
the case public. He is still 
publishing his findings 
in the News-Miner, and 
has continued to share 
the information he and 
his students uncover 
with all of the parties in-
volved. 

O’Donoghue recently 
published two articles, 
one on Sept. 28 entitled  
“The Fairbanks Four: 

Elusive Hunt for Truth”, 
and on one on Sept. 29, 
called “Logjam in court-
room 401” in the Daily 
News-Miner.

Another source of 
information, from the 
viewpoint of those who 
believe that Frese, Pease, 
Roberts and Vent are in-
nocent men jailed by an 
unjust justice system, is 
http://thefairbanksfour.
com/, which has a blog 
and Facebook group 
that are dedicated to 

keeping the communi-
ty informed about the 
Hartman case, and its 
importance to the Native 
community.  Many com-
munities and organiza-
tions were represented 
at the rally on Sept 27, 
sponsored by the Tanana 
Chiefs Conference and 
the group, Free the Fair-
banks Four. The rally was 
titled “Free the Fairbanks 
Four: Unlock the Truth, 
Unlock the Wrongfully 
Convicted.”

Over a hundred protesters gathered at Golden Heart Park to protest the imprisonment of the Fairbanks Four on Sept. 27. - Julia Taylor / Sun Star Reporter

Golden heart city fights on for Fairbanks Four

By Mikhail Ronnander
Sun Star Reporter

On Sept. 27, 2014 
the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks hosted the 91st 
Starvation Gulch event 
in the Nenana Parking 
lot across from the Patty 
Center. Starvation Gulch 
is part of UAF’s three 
week-long Traditions 
events. The other two 
are the Winter Carnival 
and Spring Festival, and 
all three are designed to 
help ease students into 

campus life.
At Starvation Gulch, 

students compete to 
build the biggest fire out 
of wooden pallet struc-
tures. 

The event was home 
to many stands, includ-
ing a DJ stand, a ham-
burger stand, and a stand 
dedicated to educating 
students about safe sex 
practices.

The Fairbanks Fire 
Department lit 5 fires 
and stood by through-

out the event to ensure 
the safety of the crowd, 
as well as that of the tree 
line behind the parking 
lot.

In previous years, 
the event was held in the 
Taku Parking lot, but it 
was moved to the Nena-
na lot this year to provide 
a more open area for po-
lice and UAF faculty to 
watch for illicit activities.

The event went off 
without a hitch, with no 
injuries or serious al-

tercations in the crowd. 
This may have to do with 
the Community Service 
Officers and police scat-
tered throughout the 
event ensuring the safety 
of those attending.

Starvation Gulch was 
started in 1923 by UAF’s 
first president, Charles 
E. Bunnell. Originally, 
students built an en-
tire mock town to hold 
events for the week then 
burnt it to the ground at 
the end of the week. The 

fire is meant to symbolize 
the passing of the torch 
of knowledge. Now the 
event is safely observed 
by firemen who ensure 
that the flames won’t get 
out of hand. The event 
is also now restricted to 
keep the structures un-
der 75 feet tall.

In 1956 the event was 
the location of several al-
cohol fueled battles that 
caused UAF president 
Earnest Patty to ban alco-
hol campus-wide, which 

led to the creation of the 
tradition stone. UAF stu-
dents at the time were so 
enraged that they held a 
mock funeral for empty 
beer bottles, marking it 
with a slab of concrete 
with the words “Here 
Lies Tradition, 1957”. 

This concrete slab,  
known as the Traditions 
Stone, is now brought 
out at most traditions 
events with student 
groups attempting to 
steal it from each other. 

Starvation Gulch brings the party to UAF again

Another Picture to Burn
Starvation Gulch photo spread, pg. 4

Nanook Sports
Photos on pg. 5

Digging up the past
Time capsule unearthed on pg. 4



2 THE SUN STAR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 2014
Politics

STAFF
Sam Allen

Editor-in-Chief
editor@uafsunstar.com

Dianna Rupp
Copy Editor 

Danny Fisher
Layout Editor

layout@uafsunstar.
com

Pomi Chafin
Advertising Manager
ads@uafsunstar.com

Zayn Roohi
Photo Editor

photo@uafsunstar.com

Reporters
Anessia Hubler

Julia Taylor
Heather Penn

Mikhail Ronnander
Gabriel Cartagena

Aaron Walling

Photographers
Max McKernan

Zayn Roohi
Danny Fisher

Julia Taylor
Heather Penn

Anessia Hubler
Mikhail Ronnander

John Moore

Columnists
Lakeidra Chavis

Adviser
Lynne Snifka

lsnifka@alaska.edu

The Sun Star
Issue # 5

September 30, 
2014

The Sun Star’s mis-
sion as a campus 
voice for UAF is 

to report the news 
honestly and fair-
ly, announce and 

chronicle events and 
provide a forum for 

expressions of
opinion.

EDITORIAL OFFICES
Rm. 123 Wood Center

P.O. Box 756640
Fairbanks, AK 99775
Tel: (907) 474-7540

Ads Dept: (907) 474-6039

www.uafsunstar.com

by Julia Taylor
Sun Star Reporter

Federal investigators 
will be on campus Oc-
tober 6 and 7 to review 
UAF policies and prac-
tices regarding the feder-
al law known as Title IX.

Chancellor Rogers, 
during his Convocation 
speech on Sept 26, en-
couraged students, fac-
ulty and staff to attend 
the sessions, and to share 
their experiences with 
the investigators.

Disagreements about 
what Title IX means, 
how to make school a 
safe place and the role of 
faculty and staff in that 
process, have become 
a topic of more intense 
discussion.

In his Convocation 
speech, Rogers framed 
the conversation about 
reporting by reminding 
the audience to report 
their concerns.

Rogers addressed 
Alaska’s high sexual as-
sault rate and said, “we 
need to be part of the 
solution that ensures 
there are fewer occur-
rences each year until, 
there are none, and to 
heal where there has 
been harm.”

He commended As-
sociated Students of the 
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks (ASUAF) for 
it’s leadership working 
with the administration 
to make issues of consent 

Senators Present: 
Lachlan Gillispie, Mi-
chael Mancill, Aman-
da Garner, Kemper 
Chabotte, Mitchell Da-
vidson, Scott Taylor, Col-
by Freel, Zoe Rhodes, 
Kayleen Hansen, Mick-
ey Zakurdaew, Austin 
Whitney.

Senators Absent: 
Cordero Reid, Lida Zak-
urdaew.

Officers Present: 
Mathew Carrick, Sayara 
Coburn, Anne William-
son, Celie Hull

Guests: 
Kayt Sunwood, Jon Qui-
nones, Sena Anahita.

Guest Remarks

Sine Anahita, a 
spokesperson for a UAF 
organization called UA 
Convergence, distributed 
fliers advertising an open 
forum on Mandatory 
Reporting in regard to 
UAF's Title IX policies.  
The forum will provide a 
space for people to come 
and discuss the man-
datory reporting policy 
UAF enforces and its ef-
fects on students, faculty 

members and staff mem-
bers on campus.

Presidential Report

Mathew Carrick re-
ported that he had been 
meeting with Kris Ricina 
about the expiration of 
NANA Regional Corper-
ation's (NANA) contract 
as UAF's food service 
provider at the end of the 
spring semester. There 
are currently three com-
panies proposing con-
tracts with UAF:  NANA, 
Chartwell, and Aero-
mark.

Carrick met with the 

Review of Infrastructure, 
Sustainability and En-
ergy (RISE) Board and 
informed ASUAF that 
they are in the process 
of finalizing their Master 
Plan.  The RISE Board 
is open to student input 
until Oct. 10.

Carrick is in the pro-
cess of forming a com-
mittee to discuss the 
creation of a memorial 
garden to honor UAF's 
suicide victims.   The 
committee will create 
a plan for building and 
finding funds for the gar-
den.

Nominations
and Appointments

Sean Clark's appoint-
ment to the Concert 
Board was expedited 
through the Executive 
Council review to Con-
sideration of Appoint-
ments, where it was then 
confirmed.

ASUAF senators also 
expedited Jon Quiones' 
appointment to the Ex-
ecutive Council  to con-
sideration of appoint-
ments, where it was then 
confirmed.

 

Associated Students of UAF Sept. 28, 2014

Mandatory reporting sparks discussion

Remembering Joseph Thompson
A Celebration of Life

Friday, Oct. 3, 2014 @ 5:00 p.m. 
in the Wood Center Ballroom

Join us for music, tributes from students 
and collegues, and clips of Joseph’s public 

talks and performances.

a topic students are com-
fortable discussing.

UAF Title IX ad-
ministrators have not 
approached ASUAF to 
work out mandatory re-
porting details. Accord-
ing to ASUAF Senators 
Cordero Reid and Lach-
lan Gillespie, the Senate 
still has not been invited 
to be part of any discus-
sions about Title IX.

The student Senate 
has discussed the issue 
when raised by members 
of the Senate or student 
attending the meeting, 
who have gone through 
the Title IX training. 
Other ASUAF senators 
have also expressed their 
disappointment that cur-
riculum and materials 
were created without any 
discussion with ASUAF 
representatives.

A new group, called 
the UAF Title IXers, has 
formed a campus or-

ganization open to all 
students, faculty, staff, 
administrators and the 
public. They remind 
people that Title IX 
doesn’t just cover sexual 
harassment and sexual 
assault; it covers every-
thing from sports access 
to workloads, hiring, and 
firing and the ability of 
students and staff to do 
their jobs in a way that is 
not discriminatory.

The group feels that 
while a focus is on man-
datory reporting, it is 
important to have that 
discussion with all sides 
being heard. The group 
will be hosting it’s first 
public event, as an open 
forum discussion called, 
“Mandatory Reporting: 
good intentions, bad 
consequences” on Thurs-
day Oct 2, 2104 at 7 p.m. 
in Gruening 20-8. Pro-
fessors Sine Anahita and 
Debu Misra will moder-
ate.

A Facebook group 
called UA Convergence 
was started by faculty 
and staff who were upset 
over the potential UAF 
president’s bonus admist 
budget cuts, the group 
referes to this issue as 
“Bonusgate.” The group 
has evolved to include 
students and moved to-
wards questioning the 
policies outlined in re-
quired staff training ses-
sions that started in June.

Questions About 
Mandatory Reporting

Part of the law re-
quires university em-
ployees to report 
violations. For many em-
ployees like Anne Wil-
liamson, ASUAF Office 
Manager and Advisor, 
the first time she found 
out that she was a man-
datory reporter was at a 
Title IX training session 
she attended. She worries 
that if a student is about 

to disclose something 
that must be reported, 
she must stop that stu-
dent and tell them the 
conversation won’t be 
kept confidential.

Sine Anahita, an as-
sociate professor of So-
coiology is worried that 
in the rush to be ready 
for the Title IX audit, 
UAF has made some 
mistakes that could affect 
victims of sexual assault.

She says students 
may be less likely to 
come forward and might 
self-censor their writing 
and expression because 
they won’t be able to talk 
about the experience in 
a confidential conversa-
tion with someone who 
isn’t a mandatory report-
er.

For more about the 
history of Title IX visit 
www.uafsunstar.com

Sine Anahita hands out fliers about Title IX in front of the Fine Arts Complex. - Julia Taylor / Sun Star Reporter

Mandatory Reporting:
Good Intentions, Bad 

Consequences

Open Forum Thursday,
Oct. 2, 2014 @ 7 p.m.

Gruening 208
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The Alaska State 
Legislative Internship 
Program offers UA 
students a unique 
opportunity to work 
in government.

APPLYNOW!

APPLICATION 
DEADLINE:
Wednesday 
October 15
12:00 pm

u Earn $5,000 and a relocation  
 allowance

u 12 hours upper-division credits

u 9 credits for grad students

Spend the spring 2015 
semester working in the 

Alaska Legislature! 

For application forms, contact: 
Professor Jonathan Rosenberg

Tel: (907) 474-6502
Email: jrosenberg@alaska.edu

www.uas.alaska.edu/internprogram

Title IX has been ev-
erywhere on campus—
and for a good reason. 
Just in case you’ve been 
living under a rock, the 
University of Alaska 
is currently under re-
view for Title IX by the 
Department of Edu-
cation’s Office of Civil 
Rights.

But let’s be honest, 
this is one of the best 
things to happen to 
you, UAF.

Title IX is more 
than just equal fund-
ing for women’s sports 
teams. The law protects 
people against dis-
crimination based on 
sex by any educational 
institutions receiving 
federal finances.

While it seems 
alarming that UAF is 
being reviewed, it is 
one of the 61 univer-
sities that the Civil 
Rights office is crack-
ing down on this year. 
In fact, some of those 
same officials will be 
on campus next week 
to speak with students. 
The schedule is even 
available on UAF’s Di-
versity Facebook page.

However, it’s im-
portant to note that 
it’s a review, not an 
investigation. The uni-
versity doesn’t know 
exactly why it is being 
investigated, Alaska in 
general, isn’t a very safe 

place for women or men.
Approximately 75 

percent of Alaskans 
have suffered from ei-
ther domestic or sexual 
violence, according to 
the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Vio-
lence.

The measures UAF 
has taken have been 
pretty good, if not hit-
or-miss. Title IX mag-
nets with heart-shaped 
hands, anyone?

Information booths 
are everywhere, from 
Starvation Gulch to last 
week’s safety fair, and 
some administrators 
were even interviewed 
on KSUA to talk about 
the subject.

People are becoming 
more educated about 
important issues. Last 
month, every university 
employee, including my-
self, was required to take 
Title IX training—which 
really just consists of an 
awesome PowerPoint 
and a small question-
naire afterward.

But even now, some 
things need more clari-
fication and understand-
ing.

For example, it is 
UAF’s policy that every 
staff member is a man-
datory reporter. This 
means that if someone 
confides in their friend, 
who happens to be a 
UAF employee, about an 

experience they had that 
violates Title IX, that 
confident is required to 
report it. Kind of com-
promising, isn’t it?

And while I’m sure 
this will continue to 
garner discussion, espe-
cially as the school year 
goes on, it should be 
discussed with an open 
mind. 

When speaking to   a 
friend about these recent 
events, she asked me 
who was in charge of ev-
erything if students did 
want to report or find an 
advocate. When I railed 
off a list of people, she 
said that I knew the in-
formation because I am 
an employee—which is 
true.

As important as it 
is to create a healthier 
campus climate regard-
ing sexual assault and 
Title IX, the everyday 
student needs to know 
where to go.

First there’s Mae 
Marsh, the Director 
of Diversity and Equal 
Opportunity. In a nut-
shell, when it comes to 
employee rights, harass-
ment complaints and 
sexual misconduct, she's 
in charge.

There’s also, of 
course, the UAF Police 
Department. If you de-
cide to file a complaint 
or report a crime, you 
can go to the station. A 

list of the week’s past 
crimes are posted on 
their website regularly, 
and the annual crime 
report, known as the 
Clery Act, is also avail-
able.

The Women’s Cen-
ter, directed by Kayt 
Sunwood, is in the 
Wood Center. They 
offer confidential ses-
sions and a supportive 
staff. The center helps 
men and women, and is 
safe-zone for LGBTQ.

The Title IX train-
ing was a great step for-
ward, but it shouldn’t 
be the only step.

While it seems that 
UAF has a problem 
with budgets, academ-
ic performance, and 
consistency in general, 
student safety is not 
among the things you 
can just drop the ball 
on.

How great would it 
be for our university to 
take the initiative with-
out being called out 
first?

Seriously, I heard 
about the review on 
Huffington Post before 
hearing it from my own 
campus.

But if this is what it 
takes for change, then 
so be it. I haven’t seen 
administrators this on 
the ball and worked up 
since, well never, actu-
ally.

By Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Columnist

The Break:
Why Title IX was the

best thing to happen to
UAF this fall

By Dianna Rupp
Copy Editor

The Moore-Bart-
lett-Skarland com-
plex’s Hess Rec. 
housed Reslife’s Safety 
Dance Friday night. 
The dance featured 
themed decorations 
made of safety tape, 
police lines, and traffic 
cones, and many par-
ticipants arrived wear-
ing themed outfits as 
well. Outfits included 
a young lady wearing 
a mini dress made out 
of caution tape, quite 
a few people in safety 
vests, and at least 4 at-
tendees wearing hard 
hats.

Although receiving 
a considerably smaller 
turn out than Reslife’s 
last themed dance, 
the Toga dance, go-
ers of the safety dance 

seemed to enjoy them-
selves, and could be 
overheard expressing 
their excitement for 
Reslife’s next dance, 
the Halloween Dance.

Slated for Octo-
ber 31, the Halloween 
dance will be the final 
event of Reslife’s Freak 
Week, which begins 
October 24. In previ-
ous years, Freak Week 
has consisted of a vari-
ety of event, ranging all 
the way from trick-or-
treating in the dorms 
to making spooky 
crafts and watching 
scary movies in Hess 
Rec.

For more infor-
mation about Reslife 
happenings during the 
school year, a table of 
dates and events can be 
found at http://www.
uaf.edu/reslife/hall-
life/events/

Students danced the night away at the Safety Dance on Friday, Sep-
tember 26. - Zayn Roohi/ Sun Star Photographer

Safety Dance
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By Heather Penn
Sun Star Reporter

This past Wednes-
day, UAF's pub hosted 
an event commemorat-
ing past banned books. 
Students, teachers, li-
brarians and the like 
listened as excerpts 
were recited from their 
favorite banned tales. 
The event, hosted by se-
nior Journalism student 
Annie Bartholomew, 
was praised as "an over-
all success".

Books perhaps for-
gotten or unknown by 
some had their chance 
to shine, briefly. Initial-
ly, the lone microphone 
stood silent at center 
stage, but gradually 
it called to people to 
come and share. Theo-
dore C. Hooker chose 
"Howl" by Allen Gins-
berg as his recitation.

"This excerpt has 
always had meaning 
for me, I only read for 
a minute but it was a 
good minute, it was one 
of my favorite parts," 
said Ginsberg.

Of course there 
were the ever popu-
lar readings of classics 

like "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 
and "Tom Sawyer", but a 
4-minute reading from 
"Slaughterhouse-Five" by 
Kurt Vonnegut seemed to 
draw the most interest. 
Dystopian classics like 
"Fahrenheit 451" by Ray 
Bradbury and "A Hand-
maid’s Tale" by Margaret 
Atwood also made their 
ways to the microphone.

Not everyone was 
there to share, however.

Some, like UAF grad-
uate Robert Liebermann, 
who holds a degree in 
Microbiology, were there 
to, "hang out with friends, 
drink some beers, and lis-
ten."

Liebermann found 
his diamond in the rough 
at the free table, referring 
to the "Vegetation Maps", 
3rd and 4th editions, 
"These are like porn to a 
Microbiologist, it was a 
great find."

The books, donated 
by Angry Young And 
Poor, littered a side ta-
ble with a sign boasting 
"Free."

By the end of the 
night, the pile had some-
what diminished, and 
again the microphone 
stood alone.

Another picture to burn: Starvation Gultch photos

By Dianna Rupp
Copy Editor

Fr iday  morning , 
Chancellor Brian Rogers 
and UAF Alumni As-
sociation Board Officer 
Rhonda Widener stood 
in front of an audience 
of faculty, students and 
alumni, and began the 
process of opening a 
time capsule buried 50 
years ago by the class of 
1964.

The time capsule was 
removed from its origi-
nal resting place in 1969 
during the construction 
of the Patty Center stairs, 
and was passed off to 
facilities services. Even-
tually, facilities services 
handed the time capsule 
over the Alumni Associ-
ation, who then placed it 
in a glass case within the 
Alumni lounge where it 
remained until the open-
ing ceremony.

Although the capsule 
was originally supposed 
to be opened in 2000, 
the Alumni association 
chose to wait until the 
50th anniversary of its 
burial in 2014 for more 
of a novelty effect.

Before the opening 
began, Chancellor Rog-
ers gave a short welcome 
speech to the Alumni, 
and provided a brief 
history of the time cap-
sule.  He mentioned the 
centennial slated for the 
summer of 2017 in anni-

versary of 100 years since 
the university’s creation.

After finishing his 
speech, Chancellor Rog-
ers and Widener lifted 
the lid of the previously 
pried open capsule and 
began removing items 
and displaying them for 
the crowd.

The items removed 
varied from copies of The 
Polar Star (one of two 
precursors to The Sun 

UAF unearths time capsule

Chancellor Rogers holds the time capsule while Rhonda Widenener, 
a representative from the board of allumni, pulls out an item. The 
time capsule was opened as part of the 1964 reunion that took place 
on Friday, September 26. - Zayn Roohi/ Sun Star Photographer

Star) and The News Min-
er, parking decals dated 
1922 and info packets on 
the creation of the Pat-
ty Center Gym, to state 
coins, a KUAC daily pro-
gram log and a 45 mm 
record of the Alaska flag 
song. 

Around 33 individ-
ual items were removed 
from the capsule in all, 
including a plaque that 
appeared to have come 
off the inside of the box, 
stating that the box had 

been created by the UAF 
Plumbing shop, and ap-
pearing to be attribut-
ed to a “Bill Laiti” and 
“V.H.”, although time had 
worn most of the engrav-
ing away.

After the items were 
placed on the display 
table, attendees were al-
lowed to walk around the 
table and look through 
them, as well as take pic-
tures, read, and gener-

ally enjoy the nostalgia 
accompanying the cap-
sule. Among the crowd 
searching through the 
papers was 1964 Alumni 
Sue “Susie” Klingner. 

When asked about 
what campus life was 
like in 1964, Klingner 
recounted a tale of study-
ing in her linguistics 
professor, a Mr. Michael 
Krauss, office in Rasmu-
son and being acciden-
tally locked in. 

“I had to wait for the 

night watchmen to 
come let me out, so of 
course I was late get-
ting back to McIntosh. 
Assuming that I’d been 
out having sex, they 
placed a strict 10 PM 
curfew on me for the 
rest of the semester. It 
was incredibly ridicu-
lous,” recounted Kling-
ner.

Another noticeable 
pair among the Alum-
ni crowd were broth-
er’s Jay Holmes of the 
class of 1964 and Rick 
Holmes of the class of 
1972. 

Jay Holmes re-
counted:

“I moved here in 
high school, married my 
wife my junior year at 
UAF, and had my first 
daughter, Jane, born 
in 1963 while we were 
living in Walch Hall. I 
remember being able 
to look out my window 
and see Mt. McKinley. 
Married student hous-
ing was nice and inex-
pensive back then. I can 
still remember the 1,500 
miles of dirt that was the 
Alaska Highway when I 
moved to Wisconsin for 
law school. I graduated, 
and now I’m the Exec-
utive Vice President of 
Bausch and Loan. It’s 
been a long time,” 

Books & beer

A group of firefighters from the University Fire Department light one of the bonfires at Starvation Gulch on September 27. - Mikhail Ronnander/ Sun Star Photographer

The University Fire Department leaves Starvation Gulch on September 27 after most of the fires have 
burned down and the area is declared safe. - Zayn Roohi/ Sun Star Photographer

A member of the UAF Fire Department douses the final pile of wood pallets on fuel before setting it 
ablaze during Starvation Gulch. - Danny Fisher / Layout Editor

P u b g o e r s 
d i s c u s s e d 
b a n n e d 
books over 
beers on Sept. 
24 - Heather 
Penn / Sun 
Star Reporter
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By Heather Penn
Sun Star Reporter

Once upon a time, an 
arcade would've brought 
students in by the mass-
es. The whirling lights 
and shrilling bells avail-
able at all hours would've 
been a popular sight.

Need to de-stress? 
Try your luck at pinball. 
Use those flippers to 
keep that ball in play and 
earn bragging rights with 
the highest score on the 
backboard, or avoid the 
ghosties by following the 
dotted path to claim the 
fruit.

The bowling alley was 
built in 1973, and still 
uses most of its original 
mechanisms. The ar-
cade soon followed, and 
has been an ever game 
changing forum as tech-
nology further advances. 

It started with classics 

like Pac Man and Pinball, 
and eventually evolved 
into more modern games 
such as Dance Dance 
Revolution and shooting 
games like Silent Scope 
and Trophy Hunter.

Back in its day, Dance 
Dance Revolution got 
more plays than any oth-
er game.

"It has its ebbs and 
tide," said Jeri Maxwell, 
Operations Director of 
the Wood Center, "Pin-
ball is still really popu-
lar, as are the shooting 
games. We want students 
to come out of their 
room and spend a few 
quarters."

There aren't many 
places left in town that 
house arcades. Regal 
Cinema has a few games 
in their main lobby, but 
"Really, they are only 
played on weekends or 
when the little kids come 
for matinee," Jake Mcco-

nnell, former employee 
said.

Another arcade is lo-
cated within Zip Zaps, 
in North Pole. Zip Zaps 
is only open weekends 
however, and as soon as 
the cold weather sets in, 
will be available by party 
reservation only.

The UAF arcade is 
also home to air hock-
ey, ping -pong, pool and 
foosball tables. At times, 
the area seems all but de-
serted.

"It's nice to come in 
with friends and play 
a round of pool or the 
shooting games, I like 
that, it relaxes me,"  
Criminal Justice student 
Mike Ivie said.

"It costs nothing to 
have the arcades here," 
said Maxwell, "They are 
owned and maintained 
by Vend Alaska with the 
school earning 50% of 

the profits from 
every machine. 

S u m m e r s 
tend to bring 
camps and field 
trips to the bowl-
ing alley and ar-
cade, but with 
the construction 
the traffic has 
lessened signifi-
cantly. I think 
having the arcade 
is a great idea, it's 
for the students 
enjoyment," said 
Maxwell. 

How long has 
it been since you 
have "dropped a 
quarter"?

Take a trip 
down nostalgia 
lane, put aside 
your  C andy 
Crush or Farm-
ville app, and try 
your hand at the 
original gaming 
experience.

Very few people still play the arcade games in the Wood Center. - Anessia 
Hubler/ Sun Star Reporter 

Wood Center Arcade left dusty

Above: The Nanooks lost, 0-3 in their game against Montana State Univerisity in Billings on Monday, 
September 22. This brings their total season record to 0-12. - Max Mckernan/ Sun Star Photographer

Left: Noelle Grahm dives off the block into the start of her 100 IM. The Nanook swimming team was 
holding a fundraiser where other swimmers in the community could come race them. -  Zayn Roohi/ 
Sun Star Photographer

Below: The Nanook Hockey team split into two competing teams for the Blue and Gold game on 
Saturday, September 27. - Zayn Roohi / Sun Star Photographer 

Nanooks sports rock Starvation Gulch weekend
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By Anessia Hubler
Sun Star Reporter

This week’s UAF Re-
search Showcase was 
held in the Schaible Au-
ditorium and featured 
guest speaker Vice Chan-
cellor for Administra-
tive Services Pat Pitney. 
Pitney talked about her 
childhood, how it lead 
to her competing in and 
winning the Olympics, 
and her experience in 
traveling to the North 
Pole for the Russian 
Olympic Torch Run.

Pitney grew up in 
Montana, and enjoyed 
going to the shooting 
range with her older sib-
lings .

“At the shooting 
range is where I realized 
I wanted to compete in 
the Olympics with my 
air-rifle,” Pitney said. Pit-
ney started training at 
the age of 15, and at the 
age of 18 she made the 
Olympic team. In 1984 
she entered the Olympics 
and was favored to win 
her spot in Air-Rifle.

“When you go in 
favored, you have no 
choice but to win.” said 
Pitney. This event was ex-
tremely important to her, 
as not only because she 
was favored to win the 
Olympics but it would 
be the first national event 

that her parents would 
get to see her compete in. 
Pitney took first place in 
the competition.

“When you win a 
gold at the Olympics, 
it's not like winning any 
other thing, everything 
is new, and the best part 
is standing up on the po-
dium and listening to the 
national anthem,” said 
Pitney.

In 2014, the Olym-
pics (hosted by Rus-
sia) featured an event 
in which Russia chose 
people from each arc-
tic nation (Russia, USA, 
Canada, Norway, Swe-
den, Finland, and Ice-
land) and had them sent 
to the North Pole on an 
icebreaker boat with the 
intentions of lighting the 
ceremonial torches.

“I was not the first 
pick; [Chancellor] Brian 
Rogers was picked to go 
because UAF had been 
active in the University 
of the Arctic for a long 
time. But, sadly, he could 
not go, so I volunteered 
to go in his place.”

“This trip was a once 
in a lifetime experience.” 
Pitney stated. The 8 Arc-
tic Torch Runners board-
ed a nuclear powered 
icebreaker ship in Mur-
mansk, Russia. This ship 
took them all the way to 
the North pole and back 

while averaging 15 knots.
“I thought there 

would be no good food 
or entertainment on the 
ship, but I was wrong. 
We got breakfast, lunch, 
snacks, and dinner every 
day. There was also a big 
library where the other 
Arctic Torch Runners 
would give presentations 
and talk about them-
selves,” she stated.

“My favorite part was 
when we got to 90 de-
grees North Pole," said 
Pitney. Once there, the 
group had to put the 
north pole in the ground, 
as the last one had dis-
appeared because of the 
constant change in the 
ice during melting and 
freezing cycles. Once 
that was done, each of 
the Arctic Runners had 
to Run 200 meters and 
light the next person's 
torch until they had gone 
all the way around.

“The Russians really 
wanted to show that they 
had a place in this world 
so they went all out,” Pit-
ney said. The Russians 
hosted another torch 
run that boasted around 
14,000 people (including 
the Arctic Torch Run-
ners), as well as going 
both underwater and 
into space.

While it was an hon-
or for them to host the 
Olympics, this honor 

Gold medalist speaks

Pat Pitney, Vice Chandler for administrative services, tells her story of going to North Pole to partici-
pate in the Olympic torch run. - Anessia Hubler/ Sun Star Reporter

came with it's own set of 
responsibility and rules, 
the biggest being to pro-
tect the torch and not let 
it go out.

“At one point, on a 

different torch run, they 
let the torch get blown 
out by the wind and they 
got a lot of flack about it 
from everyone,” said Pit-
ney.

Next weeks UAF Re-
search Showcase will be 
held September 30, from 
5:30 to 6:30 in the Schai-
ble Auditorium .

Returned Peace Corps Volunteer Stephanie Nys will discuss
the new shorter application process and how applicants
can now choose their assignment and country of service

using our updated interactive website.

Choose Your Country of Service
in Today’s Peace Corps

Information Session
University of Alaska - Fairbanks

Thursday, September 25
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Wood Center, Room C/D

Life is calling. How far will you go?

855.855.1961 | www.peacecorps.gov

Global Change Student Research 
Grant Competition - 2015

This program, administered by the Center for Global Change and Arctic 
System Research in partnership with the Cooperative Institute for Alaska 
Research and the UAF Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarly 
Activity (URSA), provides support for UAF undergraduate and graduate 
student research on global change presented in an interdisciplinary context, 
with a focus on the arctic or subarctic boreal regions.

Research Areas: Social Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Engineering

Amount: Graduate students up to $10,000 for 1 year; Undergraduate students  
up to $7,500 for 1 year.

Application Deadline:  February 6, 2015

More information, including the announcement of opportunity with complete 
guidelines, is available at http://www.cgc.uaf.edu. Copies can be picked up 
at the Center for Global Change, 306 Akasofu (IARC); the Graduate School, 
202 Eielson; or URSA, 301 Bunnell.

Students should read the guidelines carefully before preparing and submitting 
a proposal.  

An informational workshop about the competition will be held 
November 10. See the above URL for details.
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Q: What, exactly is a URINARY TRACT INFECTION?
A: The urinary tract includes the kidneys (which filter the blood to produce 
urine),
the ureters (the tubes that carry urine from the kidneys to the bladder), the
bladder (which stores urine), and the urethra (the tube that carries urine from 
the
bladder to the outside.) Urinary tract infections (UTI’s) happen when bacteria 
get
into the urethra and travel up into the bladder. If the infection stays just in the
bladder, it is a called a bladder infection, or “cystitis.” If the infection travels up
past the bladder and into the kidneys, it is called a kidney infection or
“pyelonephritis.”

Q: What are the symptoms of a UTI?
A: The typical symptoms of a bladder infection include:

• Pain or burning when urinating. It is important to know that burning with
urination can also be a symptom of a sexually transmitted infection or it
can also occur in women with vaginal infections such as a yeast infection.
• Frequent need to urinate
• Urgent need to urinate
• Blood in the urine
• Discomfort in the lower abdomen

Q: What are the symptoms of a kidney infection?
A: Kidney infections can sometimes cause the same symptoms as those of a
bladder infection. However, they can also cause:

• Fever (temperature higher than 100.4º F)
• Pain in the flank (one or both sides of the lower back, where the kidneys
are located)
• Nausea or vomiting

If you have one or more of the symptoms of a kidney infection, you should see 
a
healthcare provider as soon as possible. Although most kidney infections do 
not
cause permanent damage, delaying treatment can lead to serious complica-
tions.

Q: What should I do if I have some of these symptoms?
A: You should call the clinic and tell the receptionist answering the phone what
your symptoms are. We will find an appointment for you that day. We will do a
simple urine test which looks for abnormalities in the urine such as white 
blood
cells. White blood cells fight infections, so if they are present in the urine and
you have symptoms, it is most likely you have a UTI.

Q: What is the treatment?
A: A short course of antibiotic treatment is prescribed. Additionally, you will be
given a medicine called phenazopyridine to help stop the burning. You can also
purchase this at the store (Uristat or Azo) but it will only help alleviate the
burning. Do not take this medicine for more than 48 hours. It will not take care 
of
the infection. Your symptoms should begin to resolve within one day after
starting treatment. If your symptoms persist for more than two or three days 
after
this, call your healthcare provider.
Drinking more fluids while treating bladder infections is recommended.

Q: How can UTIs be prevented?
A: The following have been helpful in preventing recurring UTIs:

• Changes in birth control — If you use spermicides and, or a diaphragm 
you may want to consider a different method of contraception

• Drinking more fluid and urinating after intercourse — These measures 
may help to wash out bacteria that enter the bladder.

• Antibiotics — A preventive antibiotic treatment may be recommended 
if you repeatedly develop bladder infections and have not responded to other 
preventive measures. Preventive antibiotics can be taken in several different ways: than 
continuous antibiotics.

Donna Patrick / Nurse Practitioner

Say Ahh!

Letters
to the

   Editor
Have something to say?  Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 
250 words in length. Please include the author’s 
full name and contact information (phone 
number, e-mail or address). E-mail your letters 
(preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com or mail 
them to to PO Box 756640, Fairbanks, AK, 
99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 
p.m. in order to run in the next issue. All letters 
are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Sudoku Puzzle - Easy

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

More Puzzles:
www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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Food will be provided!
Visit www.uaf.edu/oeo/title-ix/ or call 474-6600 for more information.

Monday, October 6
Focus groups and office hours
• Male students, Wood Center C&D, Noon
• Female students, Wood Center E&F, Noon
• Male athletes, Wood Center C&D, 4 PM
• Female athletes, Wood Center E&F, 4 PM
• Open office hours: Eielson 112 and 113,  

from 3-3:45 PM

Tuesday, October 7
Focus groups and office hours
• Alaska Native male students, Wood Center 

C&D, 1:15 PM
• Alaska Native female students, Wood Center 

E&F, 1:15 PM
• LGBTQ students, Wood Center C&D, 4 PM
• Open office hours: Eielson 112, from 2-3:45 

PM, & Eielson 113, from 3-5 PM
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Representatives from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights 
will be on the Fairbanks campus Oct. 6-7 to talk to students about Title IX, 
sexual harassment and sexual violence.

Didn't think you can afford a new, quality built, and superinsulated home? Think again. 
This house was built in a starter home size for single, couples, and small families who 

want extremely low energy costs.

 

Zero down qualified.
650 payment is less than rent.
6 Star energy rating (R50+)

$10,000 Rebate from AHFC.
1 acre, big trees, close to UAF

Carport, 2 bedroom, full bath, wood interior
www.sixstarhome.com

159k. 455-4779


