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It takes a village: 

Examining the sustainability experiment at UAF

continue to page 5

Power to the plant: Students react to changes

Forum held 
to discuss 
university’s 
looming budget 
cuts 

continue to page 5

Senate 
candidates 
weigh in on 
same-sex 
marriage

continue to  page 3

Elika Roohi

Sun Star Reporter

The first time Denali 
Critchett went looking for 
the village, she got lost in 
the woods for an hour.

Critchett, an engineering 
student, was supposed 
to be meeting a friend 
for dinner—something 
involving organic, locally 
grown butternut squash.

Her friend lived in the 
Sustainable Village, 
the new, quickly built 
university housing 
research experiment. 
It was somewhere near 
the bottom of the hill on 
campus, but for the life 
of her, Critchett couldn’t 

figure out where.

By the time she got there, 
over an hour late, her 
friends had eaten most 
of the butternut squash 
feast. Critchett could have 
the rest, her friend said, 
but if she didn’t want 
it, the village residents 
would probably decide to 
compost it.

The Sustainable Village 
opened to residents in fall 
2012. The housing project 
was meant to be an 
experiment in what works 
and what doesn’t when it 
comes to environmentally 
friendly houses and 
lifestyle.

“I was expecting a type of 
commune,” said political 
science student Nikki 
Navio, one of the first 

residents.

What she found was 
something sort of 
different.

The houses in the village 
(there are four of them, all 
named after types of trees: 
birch, willow, tamarack 
and spruce) were built 
over the summer of 2012. 
When students moved in 
on the first day that fall, 
certain houses were still 
getting some finishing 
touches.

“We didn’t have stairs 
or lighting down there,” 
Navio said. “It was very 
dark, and not necessarily 
safe.”

There was also no park-
ing. Partly because the 
students that helped 
design the village thought 

that residents who will-
ingly lived in an environ-
mentally friendly housing 
experiment shouldn’t be 
using their cars. This was 
also partly something the 
Cold Climate Housing 
and Research Center just 
didn’t get to that summer.

Electrical engineering 
student Clayton Auld 
moved into the village 
in the middle of winter 
last year. He and his 
cherry red Jetta collected 
enough parking tickets to 
wallpaper his half of his 
bedroom in Willow House 
last spring.

The whole situation just 
wasn’t practical for several 
reasons, Navio said.

The village is still 
technically on campus, 

but it’s somewhat off the 
grid compared to other 
residence life dorms and 
apartments at UAF. It’s 
a bit of a hike to get to 
classes, especially those 
on West Ridge, and the 
village isn’t on the regular 
shuttle route, so students 
have to call the shuttle 
to come out of the way 
if they want to ride it on 
cold winter days.

It’s also more expensive. 
Residents pay monthly 
rent to live in the village, 
instead of a residence cost 
all at once like other Res 
Life dorms. 

The blueline blur: Colton Parayko chats about playing hockey 

continue to page 5

Kaz Alvarez 

Sun Star Reporter

A panel of faculty  mem-
bers spoke to students 
about the University of 
Alaska’s struggle in facing 
a possible budget deficit 
of $10 million.

Student organizations 
Phi Sigma Alpha and the 
Socratic Society teamed 
up to give students an 
opportunity to learn more 
about the UA budget 
deficit. They brought 
Professor of Sociology 
Sine Anahita, Professor 
of Political Science and 
Northern Studies Jerry 
McBeath, and Alaska 
Representative Scott 
Kawasaki to present their 
knowledge and opinions 
on the situation. Assistant 
Professor of Political 
Science Alexander 
Hirsch facilitated the 
conversation.

The panel began by 
detailing the situation 
to the students, staff 
and faculty who had 
assembled in the Wood 
Center’s Multi-level 
Lounge. Part of the 
discussion was about 
the $2 million, annual 
payment toward bonds 
borrowed to replace the 
combined heat and power 
plant. The payment 
falls on the students to 
generate through fees or a 
tuition increase. The other 
part was on the deficit 
and how administrators 
are approaching it.

Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporter

A surcharge or fee on 
students enrolled with 
the University of Alaska is 
written into the language 
of legislative funding 
bills supporting the 
construction of a new 
combined heat and power 
plant for the Fairbanks 

campus.

“I think that the power 
plant is necessary,” said 
Cordero Reid, a senior 
Pschology student. 

“Without it, we would 
have to rely on GVEA and 
that would be more costly. 
I think the impact will be 
felt but not be too much 
of a burden on students.”

This fee would be applied 
to approximately 33,000 

students. 

Each student would be 
charged about $60 per 
year because the legisla-
ture placed a $2 million 
cap on annual revenue 
generated by the sur-
charge.

“UAF provided a plan 
with fuel savings that 
would allow partial cov-
erage,” said Pat Pitney, 
Associate Vice Chancellor 

of Administration. 

“Senate Co-chair Meyers 
wanted more money on 
our part before he could 
support the capital fund-
ing plan.”

Pitney said that the fee 
would not come into 
effect any earlier than 
2016 since the budgets 
for 2014 and 2015 have 
already been settled. 

How the fee is disbursed 

will ultimately be a deci-
sion made by President 
Pat Gamble and the Board 
of Regents.

“What I have a problem 
with is people in Anchor-
age shouldn’t have to pay 
for our problem,” said 
Emily Smola, Psychol-
ogy senior. “UAF students 
should help some. It’s our 

Coal feeding area for one of the two coal boilers. Kaz Alvarez/ Sun Star

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — 

In the lead-up to this 
year’s elections, The 
Associated Press plans to 
publish an occasional list 
featuring the positions of 
the highest-profile Alaska 
U.S. Senate candidates on 
different issues.

All the campaigns 
contacted — Democratic 
U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and 
Republicans Joe Miller, 
Dan Sullivan and Mead 
Treadwell — agreed to 
participate.

The subject this time is 
same-sex marriage.

Over the last year, federal 
courts around the country 
have struck down state 
constitutional bans on 
same-sex marriage, 
similar to the ban that 
is in place in Alaska. 
Appeals are pending in 
a number of those cases, 
and Alaska’s attorney 
general has said he will 
continue to defend the 
state’s constitution. 

Nolin Ainsworth

Sun Star Reporter

When Colton Parayko 

plays hockey, people 
can’t help but watch. 
Please glance at the pic-
ture of him. Now imagine 
it is life size, three dimen-
sional and moving light-
ning quick.

This is a taste of what 
Nanook fans were treated 
to on 23 occasions when 
Parayko skated in front on 
them at the Carlson Cen-
ter this past season, and 
what a season it was for 

him.

Colton Parayko is a 
6-foot-4-inch sophomore 
defenseman on the Alas-
ka Nanooks hockey team. 
He joined the Nanooks in 

2012 after playing two sea-
sons in the Alberta Junior 
Hockey League as a mem-
ber of the Fort McMurray 
Oil Barons. 

continue to page 4
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Police Blotter
Nolin Ainsworth

Sun Star Reporter

April 22 – DUI

A patrol officer stopped 
a pick-up truck around 
11 p.m. outside the Pat-
ty Center for having an 
inoperative tail light. 

Once in contact with 
the driver, a 22-year-old 
North Pole man, the offi-
cer smelled alcohol on 
him. 

He was charged with a 
DUI after failing two out 
of the three field sobriety 
tests. He blew a BAC of 
0.089.

April 23 – Domestic Dis-
turbance

At approximately 9:30 
p.m., police received 
word of a domestic dis-
turbance outside the Patty 
Center. Police responded 
and identified an older 
man as the aggressor. 

Police found out the 
woman the man was ver-
bally harassing was his 
son’s fiancée. The female 
told law enforcement she 
was not injured. 

The case was sent to the 
District Attorney after 
police were unclear 
whether this case would 
be considered domestic 
or not.

April 24 – 

Dorm Disturbance

Police responded to a 
Bartlett Hall dorm room 
after a resident assistant 
heard loud voices erupt-
ing inside. 

Police made contact with 
the three female occu-
pants, two of whom were 
intoxicated.

One of the intoxicated 
residents was put under 
the responsibility of 
another individual who 
knew where she lived. 

During the investigation, 
police found out one of 
the intoxicated females 
was connected to an 
incident that occurred 
in a different jurisdiction 
unrelated to the verbal 
altercation.

April 25- Drugs

Res Life was already on 
the trail of three Moore 
Hall smokers when they 

phoned police to request 
their presence as they 
dealt with the issue. 

The three were asked to 
cough up a pipe, a small 
bag of marijuana residue 
and a grinder to police for 
destruction. 

None of the students were 
cited for possession of 
marijuana because it took 
place in a dorm room, 
which under state law is 
considered a person’s res-
idence.

April 25- Hot tub

During the Cutler BBQ 
several clever students 
converted the back of a 
pick-up truck into a hot 
tub. Conflict arose when 
the hot tub occupants did 
not put away their beers, 
which they were drinking. 

Police were called in and 
gave the owner of the 
truck a disorderly con-
duct warning and to put 
away the alcohol imme-
diately.  No further action 
was taken.

April 26- Furnishing 

Alcohol to a Minor

An officer on foot patrol 

behind the Moore-
Bartlett-Skarland parking 
lot came across a suspi-
cious looking vehicle. 

The officer walked over 
and witnessed the driver 
swigging a bottle of vodka. 
There were several under-
age women in the car who 
admitted to drinking vod-
ka. 

The 21-year-old Fair-
banks man was charged 
with furnishing alcohol to 
minors and violating his 
conditions of release.

April 26- Minor 

Consuming

A patrol officer drove up 
to a suspicious car in the 
back of the museum park-
ing lot at 1 a.m. The officer 
contacted the two occu-
pants of the vehicle who 
both smelled like alco-
hol. They were identified 
as a 19-year-old female 
and 21-year-old male. 
The female was cited for 
minor consuming.

April 26- Suicide

Shortly after 6 p.m., multi-
ple people reported hear-
ing one or more gunshots 

in the vicinity of the Cut-
ler Apartment Complex. 

The UAF police and troop-
ers located an unrespon-
sive male lying on the 
trails behind one wing of 
the apartments. The indi-
vidual appeared to have 
a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. 

The area was cleared and 
secured by law enforce-
ment. It was later deter-
mined the incident was a 
suicide and there were no 
suspects involved.

April 27- DUI

A 25-year-old Fairbanks 
man was charged with a 
DUI after driving with a 
BAC of 0.105. 

The intoxicated man did 
not have his headlights or 
taillights on when police 
pulled him over on Uni-
versity Avenue. 

The man had an ID card 
but not a valid driver’s 
license and failed two of 
three field sobriety tests. 
He had a suspended out-
of-state license.   He was 
taken to the Fairbanks 
Correctional Center.

Editor’s Note: This is the last issue for the 2013-2014 volume of The Sun Star. Enjoy your summer. 

spj awards 

Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporter

Senators present

Matthew Carrick, Kemper 
Chabotte, Brix Hahn, 
Jordyn Houlton, Cordero 
Reid, Ashley Strauch, 
Daniel Strigle, Sarah 
Walker, Lida Zakurdaew 
and Mickey Zakurdaew

Senators absent

Eli Barry-Garland, 
Megan LaSelle and Shane 
Poindexter

Officers present

Ayla O’Scannell

Officers Absent

Michael Mancill

Directors present

Saraya Coburn

Guests

Courtney Enright

Student Regent report

According to Enright, 
the University of Alaska 
is short $26 million 
system wide, $19 million 
of which is within UAF. 
A preliminary report 
on potential changes 
in budget should be 
available soon. A cabinet 
meeting is scheduled for 
May 15-16 to review that 
report. Results should be 
released by June 1.

UA received $300 million 
in the Capital Budget. 
$212 million is for the 
power plant. The tuition 
or fee increase required 
by Alaska legislators will 
be about 1 to 2 percent of 
tuition.

The Alaska senate 
passed SB 74 to create 
the University of Alaska 

Building fund for the costs 
of use, management, 
operation, maintenance, 
and depreciation of space 
in buildings. The Board of 
Regents will decide where 
to spend the money.

Wrapping up the year

Senator of the year will 
be Strauch. The senate 
chose “You guys suspend-
ed rules and procedures 
without me?!” as the 
quote of the year. Mick-
ey Zakurdaew is cred-
ited with the quote. The 
Summer Senate Commit-
tee will be composed of 
Houlton, Chabotte, Reid 
and Barry-Garland.

Changes to ASUAF bud-
get

Carrick presented “SB 182-
017 Budget Revisions” to 
adjust the ASUAF budget 
in response to staff benefit 
changes. The senate bud-
get will remain $536,188. 
The bill was expedited to 
second reading. The bill 

passed unanimously with 
one error addressed.

Senate reaction to budget 
cuts

Strigle and Carrick 
presented their resolution 
“SR-182-002 Academics 
Over Budget Concerns” 
to the senate. The 
resolution expresses 
the senate stance on 
vertical budget cuts of 
academic departments. 
The sponsors are 
concerned that the effect 
will be reduced student 
enrollment and negative 
impacts on UAF. The 
resolution was expedited 
to second reading.

Clerical errors were 
addressed. Enright 
pointed out that the Board 
of Regents chose to do 
vertical cuts of academic 
departments rather than 
cut funding to student life 
offices.

Senators recessed for 10 
minutes to discuss the 

resolution and amend-
ments to make.

Senators altered the bill 
to specify that a student 
representative should be 
present on campus-wide 
planning and budgetary 
committees. The 
resolution admonishes 
the practice of vertical cuts 
to academic departments 
and suggests less 
discriminate horizontal 
cuts or cuts to student life. 
The resolution passed 
unanimously.

New t-shirts

A bill to purchase ASUAF 
t-shirts was presented by 
Reid. The Public Relations 
committee changed the 
language of the bill to 
be more professional. 
The budget remained 
the same but language 
was written to be less 
specific for flexibility. The 
bill passed 7-1-0. Lida 
Zakurdaew opposed.

The Sun Star was awarded six Society of Professional Jouralists awards this past weekend: 

Best general news reporting

UAF Confessions harbors hate speech

Annie Bartholomew, Finalist

___

Best general news reporting

Budget cuts lead to office cuts

Lakeidra Chavis, Finalist

___

Best Feature Photography

Diwali celebration brings light and warmth to Fairbanks

Elika Roohi, Winner

___

Best Feature Photography

Runners brave the sub negative 40 temperatures to run in annual winter race

Adam Taylor, Finalist 

___

Best Investigative Reporting

Voter fraud investigation terminated after 5 months

Kaz Alvarez and Annie Bartholomew, Finalist

___

Best Breaking News Reporting

Power Plant outage puts UAF in the dark

Lakeidra Chavis and Julie Herrmann
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It costs $700 a month, 
which adds up to $2,800 a 
semester. 

Compare that to the $1,895 
it costs to live in a double 
room in the dorms, or the 
$2,130 it costs to live in the 
on-campus Cutler apart-
ments, and it’s a chunk of 
change. 

The houses are spacious, 
well lit and furnished with 
new, swanky furniture, 
Navio is quick to add. 

In addition, residents liv-
ing in the village don’t 
have to buy a meal plan—
the average one costs 
around $1,810 a semes-
ter—so they save some 
money there, although 
it’s worth noting that Cut-
ler residents don’t have to 
buy a meal plan either.

But the big thing: there 
isn’t a laundry room in 
the village.

Dorm residents never 
have to think about their 
laundry. 

When Navio ran out of 
clean socks last year, she 
would stuff everything 
into a bag and make the 
half-hour trek from the 

village to the Cutler apart-
ments on the top of the 
hill.

Cutler is the only place 
on campus students can 
access a laundry room 
without getting into an 
entire dorm, or paying 
about $3 per load at the 
Wood Center.

“Well, it’s an experiment,” 
said Sustainability 
Director Michele 
Hebert. She’s of the 
opinion that sustainable 
residents should try to be 
flexible about the many 
inconveniences in their 
lives. “You were signing 
up to be a part of an 
experiment.”

Hebert has been involved 
with the village since 
the very beginning, 
overseeing and advising 
design ideas and selecting 
potential residents from 
the initial application 
pool before students were 
allowed to move in.

CCHRC and the 
Sustainability Office 
took note of many of the 
problems in the village 
during the first year, and 
tried their best to address 

what was going on in their 
approach this year.

This year, residents can do 
their laundry in the McIn-
tosh and Stevens dorms, 
which are significantly 
closer to the village. 

Also, there’s an area to 
park cars now. Navio no 
longer drags her dirty 
clothes up the hill every 
week.

But a year into the 
sustainable village 
experiment has revealed 
much more significant 
research.

“One thing they didn’t 
expect when they were 
planning the village is the 
people that lived there,” 
Navio said. “No one had 
a way to gauge what we 
would do.”

The Sustainable Office 
and CCHRC had ideas of 
the types of things they 
wanted to see happen in 
the village—a garden, a 
bike-sharing program, 
among others. 

But when students moved 
in, they came up with oth-
er ideas—a chicken coop, 
for example. The coop 

never ended up being 
built, but other ideas stu-
dents came up with were 
carried through.

“That’s the thing,” said 
Electrical Engineering 
student Clayton Auld, 
“Students down there 
really took ownership.”

Auld lived in the vil-
lage last year. He’s since 
moved into a cabin off the 
Parks’ Highway, although 
he still works for the Sus-
tainability Office as a stu-
dent worker, helping with 
sustainable student-led 
engineering projects. 

Last year, Auld designed 
an online metering sys-
tem that measures how 
much energy and water 
different houses in the vil-
lage are using.

When the houses were 
built, they were all 
built with different 
designs. This was part 
of the sustainable living 
experiment, Hebert 
said. They wanted to 
test various design ideas 
and figure out which one 
was the most efficient in 
Fairbanks.

According to Auld’s 

metering system, the 
most efficient was Willow 
House. The hydronics sys-
tem that the house used 
to heat the floors with hot 
water ended up being by 
far the most energy effi-
cient. 

Willow House’s energy 
usage was always much 
lower, Auld said. The 
heating bill was always 
lower than the water bill 
for the Willow House resi-
dents.

“In Alaska, that’s big,” 
Hebert said. Heating bills 
are usually higher.

According to Hebert, a 
housing company in the 
interior of Alaska heard 
about the efficiency of 
hydronics in the village 
and has decided to build 
all of their houses using 
the hot water heating 
system from now on.

The big goal of the village 
is to figure out what works 
in brutal Alaska winters, 
but there have been some 
encouraging discoveries 
in the summer as well.

Village residents can go 
for two cloudy days in the 
summer while still using 

solar energy collected 
from the solar panels on 
one sunny day, Auld said. 
In fact, residents of the 
village can get by in the 
summer using almost no 
oil.

The village is 19 months 
old. There’s a lot in store 
for it in the future, accord-
ing to Hebert.

CCHRC and the Sustain-
ability Office have plans to 
eventually build 35 more 
houses and an informa-
tion center for people 
interested in learning 
more about the project. 

Right now, the houses are 
all essentially private resi-
dences that curious peo-
ple walk into at times.

Chancellor Brian Rogers is 
excited about the future of 
sustainability research at 
UAF, Hebert said. And so 
are the village residents. 
The whole goal of the 
Sustainable Village was 
to create a community 
in Fairbanks of people 
committed to sustainable 
living.

“That’s why we called it 
‘the village,’” Hebert said.

continued from cover: Examining the sustainability experiment at UAF

In the Sustainable Village, a construction worker puts up accents on one of the houses called Wil-
low. The pipe accents on the houses are recycled from the Alaska Pipeline. August 12, 2012. Male-
aha Davenport/ Sun Star

Construction continues at the Sustainable Village, for one of the four houses they call “Spruce” due 
to the trees that are around area. August 12, 2012. Maleaha Davenport/ Sun Star

Birch House, one of the four houses in the UAF Sustainable Village. Lakeidra Chavis/ Sun Star

Moose or caribou: who wins on the climate change battleground?
Natalie Taylor

Sun Star Contributor

Climate change is a scien-
tific certainty. 

The earth is getting 
warmer, and habitats are 
changing as a result. As 
those habitats shift in the 
future, some of Alaskans’ 
favorite animals—moose 
and caribou—could be 
severely affected.

As part of the webi-
nar series put on by the 
Alaska Center for Climate 
Assessment and Policy, 
Kris Hundertmark of the 
Institute of Arctic Biology 
at the University of Alas-
ka Fairbanks will present 
a webinar titled “Moose 
and caribou in the face of 
climate change: winners 
or losers?”

“I’m going to project into 
the future and see who 
wins and loses in the cli-
mate change scenario,” 
said Hundertmark. 

The webinar will look at 
moose and caribou and 
the potential effects cli-
mate change will have on 
them in Alaska and conti-
nent-wide.

A recent article published 
in “Nature” and coau-
thored by Hundertmark 
studies the genetic diver-
sity of caribou in relation 
to climate change and 
habitat. 

The article proves that 
“caribou that are in those 
stable habitats also have 
the greatest genetic diver-
sity. 

Obviously genetic diversi-
ty is important in order to 
be able to adapt to future 
changes,” said Hundert-

mark.

This means that as the 
climate changes here in 
the north, the increasing 
instability could affect 
animals’ ability to adapt 
to the changing environ-
ment.

For example, scientists 
predict an increase in 
forest fires as the earth 
warms. 

As anybody who has lived 
in Alaska for a summer 
knows, fires are difficult 
to fight when they’re inac-
cessible by road. 

They’re left to burn—a 
smoky inconvenience for 
people in Fairbanks when 
the wind shifts—but for 
caribou, this could mean 
losing their major food 
source.

“More forest fires are good 
for moose because moose 
like to eat young trees and 

shrubs. Forest fires are 
bad for caribou because 
in the winter caribou eat 
lichens,” said Hundert-
mark.

When a lichen bed burns, 
it takes at least 50 years 
for the lichen to replenish 
itself. 

So while moose might 
thrive for 25 years on fresh 
green shrubbery, the cari-
bou might be forced to 
adapt, move, or die. All 
because of the changing 
climate.

“Moose are winners in 
that particular scenario,” 
but in other scenarios 
Hundertmark plans to 
discuss in the AACAP 
webinar, the moose don’t 
fair as well.

Since moose don’t get 
cold, they’re more eas-
ily affected by warmer 
weather— “particularly in 

the winter and in these 
warming spells like we’ve 
had this year in Fair-
banks.”

 Hundertmark references 
a study in Minnesota in 
which the number of days 
a moose experiences heat 
stress is “directly related 
to their survival rate.” It’s 
precisely linked to climate 
change.

“Climate change is hap-
pening faster here than 
anywhere else in the 
world,” said Hundert-
mark.

While everybody knows 
climate change isn’t 
good, he wants to provide 
the general public “with 
concrete examples of why 
it is bad -- something 
they’re familiar with.”

This could even affect 
subsistence hunting. If 
habitat change causes 

caribou to migrate differ-
ently, they might com-
pletely bypass villages 
that are now on migration 
routes. 

“It might be much more 
difficult to get meat in the 
freezer,” said Hundert-
mark.

You can register for the 
May 20 webinar online at 
aacap.uaf.edu, or you can 
participate in the webi-
nar at the AACAP office 
in the Denali Building on 
College Road, as well as 
many satellite viewing 
sites across the state.

 If you can’t make it on 
May 20, the webinar will 
be recorded and saved 
on AACAP’s website. 
AACAP’s website has 
more details about this 
webinar, as well as those 
coming up through the 
summer months.
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Marion Frances Boswell Memorial Award for 
outstanding graduating women

Ashely Strauch

Joel 2014 Wiegert Award for outstanding graduating 
man

Troy Bouffard

Gray S. Tilly Memorial Award for outstanding 
graduating non-traditional student

Raymond “Ramy” Brooks

2014 departmental student award winners

Specialty awards

Keri L. Knight, Scholar Athlete

Stefan Tica, Scholar Athlete

Cathy Brooks, ASUAF Award for Outstanding Faculty

Josh Hovis, ASUAF Award for Outstanding Staff

School and college awards

School of Management

Emma Zeisel, Accounting

Keri L. Knight, Business Administration

Mats Eriksson, Economics

Sheila Teal, Emergency Management

Laramie Yancey, Military Science and Leadership

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences

Iris Fletcher, Fisheries

School of Education

Chasity J. Perez, Elementary Education, Rural 
Elementary Education

College of Rural and Community Development

Sarah Walker, Alaska Native Studies

Katlyn Ross, Child Development and Family Studies

Moe Cheshire, Developmental Education

Leilani Luhrs, Environmental Studies

Kristina Ramirez, Rural Development

Rhonda Pitka, Tribal Management

College of Natural Science and Mathematics

Jonathan Nations, Biological Sciences

Julia Duncan, Chemistry and Biochemistry

Chris Ballek, General Science

Jessica Eicher, Geology and Geophysics

Justin Cannon, Mathematics

Michael Saccone, Physics

David Leonard, Statistics

Jessica McLaughlin, Wildlife Biology and Conservation

College of Engineering and Mines

Elliot Smith, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Micheal Moss, Computer Science

Jacob Monagle, Electrical Engineering

Raymond Brooks, Geological Engineering

Devon Fitzpatrick, Mechanical Engineering

Simon Ortega, Mining Engineering

John Cheshire, Petroleum Engineering

College of Liberal Arts

Katelyn Sanders, Art

Troy Poulsen, Communication

Nicole Chambers, English

Nannette Pierson, Film

Samai Munoz, Foreign Languages

Sarah Carstensen, History

JR Ancheta, Journalism

Maria Sutherland, Justice

Jay Million, Music

Ted Roach, Philosophy

Troy Bouffard, Political Science

Ashley Strauch, Psychology

Magdalena Eras-Sawyer, Social Work

Megan Rudoll, Sociology

Marley Horner, Theatre

Leah Hill, Women’s and Gender Studies

Community and Technical College

Edith Kelly, Airframe and Powerplant

Jennifer Morgan, Applied Accounting

Benjamin Person, Applied Business

Debra L. Wright, Associate of Arts

Atigun Papp, Automotive Technology

Gracelyn Johnson, Construction Management

Lumpoo Wongjumpa, Cullinary Arts

Billie J. Burk, Dental Hygiene

Christopher Moses, Diesel/Heavy Equipment

Molly McGuire, Drafting Technology

Melany Abigania-Chun, Early Childhood Education

Anthony Naber, Fire Science

Douglas V. Weaver, Human Services

Charles Cain, Information Technology Specialist

Heidi Heiland, Instrumentation Technology

Nicolai Tykalsky, Law Enforcement

Kelly Shover, Medical Assisting

Keith Swift, Paralegal Studies

Samuel Sanders, Paramedic Academy

Adam Fender, Process Technology

Darlene Odgaard, Safety, Health and Environmental 
Awareness

School of Natural Resources and Extension

Michael Sybert, Forest Sciences

Michael Quinn, Geography

Katie Shink, High Latitude Agriculture

Nicole Warner, Humans and the Environment

Student awards and winners for 2014

continued from cover: Forum held to discuss university’s looming budget cuts 
“The budget cuts are real 
and pending,” Anahita 
said. “Our goal at this 
point is to help the 
administration figure 
out how to minimize the 
negative impact of the 
cuts. I’m very interested 
in maintaining the quality 
of education at UAF.”

Currently, the budget 
deficit is not a set number, 
but it’s estimated to be 
$19 million.

“Whether it is an extreme 
amount of cuts or a 
small amount, campuses 
are talking about cuts,” 
Kawasaki said. “If you 
look at other universities 
across the United States, 
we have been lucky.”

The panel was prompted 
to provide instances of 
other heavy deficits. 

“Right as the oil started to 
flow, this campus had a $1 
million deficit,” McBeath 
said. “Their approach was 
to go through and non-
retain a number of faculty 
who had not yet reached 
tenure.”

Staff and faculty can be 
non-retained at the end 

of a fiscal year for rea-
sons such as budget con-
straints.  They may be 
granted a final year, a ter-
minal year, to continue 
working and allow them 
to find another job.

McBeath also detailed the 
campus-wide program 
review that targeted pro-
grams perceived to be 
weak and costly for elimi-
nation. This occurred 
when Joan Wadlow was 
UAF Chancellor. 

“This was a mildly intel-
ligent but relatively politi-
cal strategy,” McBeath 
said.

Anahita presented a doc-
ument from the Budget 
Options Group commit-
tee that detailed five rec-
ommendations. 

The recommendations 
encouraged administra-
tors to make significant 
reductions in target areas, 
explore opportunities 
for greater efficiencies, 
reduce the total number 
of UAF positions, look at 
outsourcing options and 
reduce the number of 
outsourced spaces in the 

Fairbanks area.

Anahita has also been 
researching social move-
ment theories and how 
they can be used to 
approach the budget cuts. 

She later explained that 
social movements are 
simply collections of peo-
ple who engage in some 
strategic action together.

“Students are the largest 
group in the university,” 
Anahita said. “You are 
educated. You are in a 
prime position to seize 
your power.”

A n a h i t a  a l s o 
recommended that 
students advocate their 
needs alongside existing 
bodies such as the Faculty 
and Staff councils.

“As the ASUAF president 
elect, my main concern 
is, by shifting financial 
burden from cuts to stu-
dents, you will be lower-
ing student enrollment,” 
said Matthew Carrick, a 
Mathematics student.

The panel agreed that a 
high quality education 
should not be inaccessible 

to incoming students.

“Yes, I don’t think 
budgeters down in 
Juneau fully understand 
the impact of reducing 
state share and putting 
responsibility on the 
students,” Kawasaki said. 
“This legislature wouldn’t 
allow funding for the 
power plant until the 
amendment was made.”

The panel discussed the 
current pressure on faculty 
to reduce time spent on 
research and writing and 
focus on teaching more 
classes. This will increase 
the number of sections 
offered of many classes 
but reduce the quality 
of UAF as a research 
institution.

“I resisted teaching more 
classes with all my might, 
because I would like to 
finish my third book,” 
Yelena Matusevich, Pro-
fessor of Foreign Lan-
guages said. 

Matusevich primarily 
teaches French courses. 
“The memo said that 
research was practically 
irrelevant.”

Matusevich suggested 
that administration look 
first at money wasted on 
new technologies that 
offices never requested. 
Matusevich also asked 
the panel how tenured 
faculty can be removed 
when they become “dead 
weight.”

The consensus of the 
panel was that it is 
incredibly difficult to 
remove tenured faculty 
who no longer benefit 
the students or the 
department.

Anahita favored looking 
for cuts within the 
Athletics Department, 
particularly within their 
travel budget. “In 2008, 
$3.1 million was spent on 
travel,” Anahita said. “We 
bring other teams up to 
our university to compete 
because they cannot 
afford it.”

Kawasaki was opposed to 
this suggestion.

“What departments do you 
think will be vulnerable to 
an unplanned approach?” 
Carrick asked in regards 
to opinions stated that the 

administration does not 
have a good idea of how to 
deal with the budget cuts.

“Political Science,” 
McBeath said.

“I don’t think we should 
be cutting for the sake of 
making cuts,” Kawasaki 
said. “I think the regents 
and the students are the 
appropriate people to do 
this.”

Some students asked 
about the many other fees 
charged and if a review of 
any wasteful spending has 
been done. 

McBeath reminded the 
students in the audience 
that fees such as the Gen-
eral Technology Fee of $60 
and Student Sustainabil-
ity Fee of $20 were voted 
on during ASUAF elec-
tions. McBeath impressed 
upon students, again, to 
be their own advocates.

“I tell my students, yes, 
you should wake up,” 
Matusevich said. “It is a 
very sleepy campus. In 
France, there would have 
been a big movement 
already!”

nolins 

UAF Hockey player Colton 
Parayko plays on the ice. Photo 
courtesy of Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner.

In his freshman and 
sophomore campaigns at 
UAF, he has emerged as a 
budding star and leader 
on the team.  Last season 
he finished tied for third 
in points on his team.

Head coach of the Alaska 
Nanooks Dallas Fergu-
son describes his young 
defensemen’s skill-set as 
a “special combination.”

“It’s very impressive actu-
ally when a player is that 
size and is able to have 
the speed that he has, the 
athleticism he has.”

Other coaches in the 
Western Collegiate Hock-
ey Association appear to 
agree with Ferguson.

Upon the conclusion of 
the WCHA regular sea-
son this year, Parayko 

was awarded the 2013-14 
WCHA Defensive Player 
of the Year (approximate-
ly 80 defensemen play for 
a WCHA squad).

The accolades kept com-
ing in for the sophomore, 
and the very next month, 
his name appeared on the 
list of Hockey Division I 
Second Team All-Amer-
icans, alongside fellow 
‘Nook Cody Kunyk.

The Nanooks do not see 
this kind of talent come 
through the program very 
often, let alone see one 
of their players achieve it 
as a sophomore. It’s been 
five years since a Nanook 
has been named an All-
American, according an 
Alaska Nanooks press 
release.

Away from the rink, he is 
your normal UAF student, 
or at least that is exactly 
how he acts. Like most col-
lege sophomores, “some 
days” he misses family, 
he relies on the Writing 
Center for printing, and 
he can be found talking to 
foreign exchange students 
in the Wood Center.
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power plant.”

“It sucks because I don’t 
live on campus,” said Ash-
ley Ekstrom, Elementary 
Education Junior.  

While the power plant 
would supply energy to 
the facilities she studies 
in, Ekstrom felt that she 
would be paying more for 

less compared to a stu-
dent living on campus.

“Why aren’t we looking 
for more grant funding?” 
Smola said.

Efforts to replace the 
combined heat and pow-
er plant have been going 
for ten years. 

In that time, it was decid-

ed that grant money 
would not be an option. 

“We don’t want to have the 
needs of campus relying 
on experiments funded 
by the grant money,” said 
Pitney.

The new combined heat 
and power plant will con-
tinue a long tradition of 

coal-fired boilers. 

The new boilers have an 
increased efficiency and 
release fewer emissions. 

The campus is already 
designed to be heated 
through steam produced 
by the coal-fired boilers.

“I have this concern that 
shifting more burden 

onto the students is going 
to decrease enrollment,” 
said Matthew Carrick, a 
Mathematics student. 

“This year, we saw lower 
enrollment numbers than 
we expected.”

With fewer students 
enrolling in UA schools, 
Carrick worries that 

this will lead to fewer 
individuals with degrees 
and lower tax revenue 
for the state, which 
will develop a negative 
feedback look of budget 
cuts and fee increases.

continued from cover Students react to changes

A proposed constitutional 
amendment to strike 
Alaska’s ban on same-
sex marriage, submitted 
by Senate Minority 
Leader Hollis French, 
D-Anchorage, didn’t go 
anywhere during the last 
legislative session.

These questions were 
posed to the campaigns 
via email:

—Alaska voters in 1998 
defined marriage as 
between one man and 
one woman. That vote 
was a snapshot in time, 
attitudes have changed 
since then and the state’s 
population continually 
changes. 

Given that, should the 
state of Alaska put this 
issue again to the vote of 
the people rather than 
wait for a decision from 
the court? Why or why 
not?

—Is same-sex marriage a 
states’ right issue? Why or 
why not?

—Do you personally 
believe same-sex marriage 
should be legalized? Why 
or why not?

—What factors, if any, 
have influenced your 
thinking on this issue over 
the last 15 years?

—Sen. Mark Begich, 
first-term incumbent: 
“Alaskans are tired of 
government trying to 
peer into their personal 
lives and keep track of 
everything from who 
they call, to what they 
spend money on and 
who they love. That’s 
not the government’s 
business and Alaskans 
are right to be fed up with 
government intrusion in 
our everyday lives.

“I do not support dis-
crimination of any kind. 

No matter who you love, 
everyone should have 
the same legal rights and 
privileges. 

“Courts across the coun-
try are reaffirming this 
right and Alaskans should 
work together to end dis-
crimination as we have 
done in the past. Values 
like respecting our neigh-
bors and supporting one 
another shouldn’t disap-
pear on issues as personal 
and important as mar-
riage.

“Our laws should 
represent the collective 
respect and dignity 
Alaskans display towards 
one another every day.”

—Joe Miller, Republican 
nominee in the 2010 U.S. 
Senate race won with a 
write-in campaign by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski: “The 
definition of marriage 
as between one man 

and one woman comes 
down to us through the 
millennia. Alaskans have 
overwhelmingly endorsed 
this general concept by 
adopting a constitutional 
amendment affirming 
traditional marriage.

“I support this and believe 
the People of Alaska are 
the best decision-makers 
on the issue, not unelect-
ed judges or the federal 
government. But the Peo-
ple’s decision is under 
threat by an activist judi-
ciary. 

“When I sat on the bench 
at both the state and fed-
eral levels, I knew my duty 
was to follow the law, not 
create it. 

“Regrettably, that’s not 
the perspective of increas-
ing numbers of unethi-
cal judges who insist on 
imposing their elitist 
views on the People. 

“The courts have no busi-
ness defining marriage, 
and should stop meddling 
outside their Constitu-
tional jurisdiction.

“Despite the protests of 
judicial activists, no other 
states, like Massachusetts, 
should have the right to 
force Alaska to recognize 
their same-sex marriages. 

“The Tenth Amend-
ment of the Bill of Rights 
reserves the right to define 
marriage to the individual 
states, not the federal gov-
ernment.

“Those supporting the 
traditional family have 
come under increasingly 
vicious attacks over the 
last 15 years. 

“Look at the firing of Phil 
Robertson from A&E and 
the forced resignation 
of Mozilla CEO Brendan 
Eich to see what happens 
when one’s views run 
contrary to the establish-

ment elite concerning 
same-sex marriage. 

“And it’s not merely the 
loss of employment, but 
the virtual criminalization 
of Americans’ traditional 
and religious beliefs. Sev-
eral Christian businesses 
in the lower-48 have been 
severely punished for 
their refusal to participate 
in same-sex marriages.

“We have lost a vital 
aspect of what it means 
to be an American when 
citizens are no longer 
free to express what they 
have learned from their 
families or their faith 
communities without 
threat of bankruptcy or 
worse.”

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Contributor

Last Friday night, all mem-
bers of the UAF depart-
ment of athletics and I 
gathered at the Westmark 
Hotel for the 2014 Alas-
ka Nanooks’ All-Sports 
Banquet to celebrate the 
entire 2013-2014 season 
for all Nanook sports. At 
the end of the night, it 
was freshman skier and 
Elementary Education 
student Nichole Bathe 

who won the award for 
Most Outstanding Ath-
lete for the women’s side 
and sophomore Mechan-
ical Engineering student 
rifleman Tim Sherry who 
won the Most Outstand-
ing Athlete award for the 
men.

“I definitely wasn’t 
expecting it at all and it’s 
an honor to have received 
it,” Bathe said. “My fresh-
man year was a really good 
one for me, I didn’t expect 
it to go the way it did, but 
am happy and grateful it 
did and I’m hoping next 
year will be even better.”

During her freshman sea-
son, Bathe earned praise 
as a First Team All-Amer-
ican at the NCAA Cham-
pionships for coming in 
fourth place in the 5-kilo-
meter classic race back on 
Mar. 6, and then placing 
13th in the 15-kilometer 
mass start race two days 
later.

Bathe also earned the 
NCAA Central Region 
championship in the five-
kilometer classic race 
back in February, as well 
as a spot on the All-Cen-
tral Region team for plac-
ing eighth in the 10-kilo-

meter mass start race. 

Finally, she was the top 
American finisher at the 
United States National 
Championships finish-
ing in third place overall 
in the classic sprint race 
while also placing third 
in the College Cup wom-
en’s standings at the same 
event.

“It definitely means a lot,” 
Sherry said. “There were 
a lot of really good perfor-
mances by everyone, so 
it’s a great honor to be 
recognized for the year I 
had.”

During his sophomore 
season, Sherry earned 
his first national cham-
pionship after shooting 
a 452.1 in the smallbore 
discipline this past March 
at the NCAA Champion-
ships in Murray, Ken-
tucky. 

One day later, he quali-
fied for the final in the air 
rifle discipline finishing 
in seventh place. After the 
championships, Sherry 
was named a First Team 
All-American in both 
smallbore and air rifle 
disciplines by the Nation-
al Rifle Association and 

The other award winners were as follows:
Nanook Athletics Advisory Committee Scholar-Athletes of the Year: Senior volleyball player Keri Knight (Business Administration) and senior basketball 
player Stefan Tica (Business Administration)

Bart LeBon Humanitarian of the Year: Sophomore hockey player Alec Hajdukovich (Business Administration)

Team Dr. William Wood Scholar-Athlete of the Year and MVP

Men’s Basketball: Stefan Tica (Scholar-Athlete)/Senior Justice student Andrew Kelly (MVP)

Women’s Basketball: Junior Accounting student Heidi Pichler (Scholar-Athlete)/Freshman Arts & Sciences student Jordan Wilson (MVP)

Cheerleading: Junior Elementary Education student Lindsey Dudley (Scholar-Athlete)/Junior Psychology student Chynna Sandgren (MVP)

Men’s Cross Country: Senior Civil Engineering student Tux Seims (Scholar-Athlete)/Junior Foreign Language student Ross MacDougall (MVP)

Women’s Cross Country: Freshman Biological Sciences student Dorothy O’Donnell (Scholar-Athlete)/Freshman Biological Sciences student Kali Striker 
(MVP)

Hockey: Junior Business Administration student Sean Cahill (Scholar-Athlete)/Senior Business Administration student Cody Kunyk (MVP)

Rifle: Junior Business Administration student Mats Eriksson (Scholar-Athlete)/Sagen Maddalena (MVP)

Men’s Skiing: Sophomore Mechanical Engineering student Michael Fehrenbach (Scholar-Athlete)/Junior Mechanical Engineering student (MVP)

Women’s Skiing: Senior Civil Engineering student Heather Edic (Scholar-Athlete)/Nicole Bathe (MVP)

Women’s Swimming: Sophomore Foreign Language student Linnea Doumas and junior Biological Sciences student Danielle Lyons (Scholar-Athlete)/
Freshman Accounting student Victoria Adams (MVP)

Women’s Volleyball: Senior Business Administration student Keri Knight (Scholar-Athlete)/Sophomore Art student Sam Harthun (MVP)

Before the night was over, Assistant Athletic Director for Operations and Media Relations Chris Brooks presented a five-minute season highlight video for everyone in 
attendance to see. This video was put together by Jaime Schwartzwald of Channel 13 CBS. The end of the video signified not only the end of the evening, but also the 
official conclusion of the 2013-2014 Nanooks sports season. See you guys next year.

Collegiate Rifle Coaches 
Association.

One other award of note 
was the Owen Tinker 
Fan of the Year award, 
which was given to me. 
I received the award not 
only for providing cover-
age for the Sun Star, but 
also for regularly attend-
ing Nanook home events, 
“never asking for anything 
in return”, exerting “a lot 
of energy,” and show-
ing “the true meaning of 
school spirit,” according 
to alaskananooks.com.

Fwd: Officials: Alaska wildfire danger above normal
FAIRBANKS, Alaska (AP) 
—

 Fire officials are pro-
jecting “above normal” 
potential wildfire danger 
in early summer in much 
of Alaska.

A warm April and thin 
snowpack are con-
tributing to the high-

er-than-normal risk, 
the Daily News-Miner 
reported Sunday (http://
is.gd/0wH5yy). 

There’s also early melt-off 
in many areas. 

Those two factors boost 
fire danger in May.

Officials say May fires 
are largely preventable, 
unlike midsummer when 

most blazes are caused by 
lightning strikes.

As of Sunday, the Alaska 
Interagency Coordination 
Center reported 66 fires in 
the state covering nearly 
1,800 acres. 

Nearly all of the acres that 
have burned were part of 
six prescribed fires.

Early prescribed fire 

areas near Delta Junction 
have shown higher than 
expected fire activity in 
live fuels, adding to the 
potential danger, the cen-
ter said.

A handful of small fires 
were sparked during live-
fire training at Fort Wain-
wright, but those blazes 
were put out immediately. 

Sharon Alder, a fire weath-
er meteorologist with 
the Alaska Interagency 
Coordination Center, said 
the long-range forecast 
includes an “above nor-
mal” projection for June. 

Fire potential is expected 
to return to normal in July 
and August.

Alder said rainfall will 

determine how the late 
season progresses. 

Rains typically thwart fire 
activity at the end of sum-
mer, but a delay in those 
rains could extend the 
fire season by a month or 
more.
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MSFTH WT T

11 A.M.
Wednesday, May 7
Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle Forum
Information on 
unmanned aerial 
vehicles
Ends at 12:30 a.m.
501 Akasofu Building

6 P.M.
Friday, May 9
All Ages Cover Up
Bands perform as 
other bands
Ends at 9 p.m.
Wood Center Ball-
room

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2014

8 P.M.
Saturday, May 10
Fairbanks Flutists’ 
Concert
Listen to a 20-piece 
flute choir
Ends at 9:30 p.m.
Davis Concert Hall
Free

1 P.M.
Sunday, May 11
Commencement
The Class of 2014 
graduates
Ends at 4 p.m.
Carlson Center

S

1 P.M.

Monday, May 12
First day of Mayme-
ster classes

5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, May 6
Emil Usibelli Awards 
Reception
Ends at 7 pm.
Museum of the 
North
reception for distin-
guished teaching, 
research and public 
service awards pre-
sented to faculty

10:30 A.M.
Thursday, May 8
Thesis Defense
Bunnell 402
Ends at 11:30 a.m.
“Caries differences 
among Sub-Saharan 
Africans” by Fawn 
Carter

Final 
grades 

are
due

Saturday, May 10
Commencement Rehearsal - 10:30 a.m.
In the Carlson Center. 
Immediaetly following the rehearsal there will be a picnic for gradu-
ating students and their families.

Sunday, May 11
Graduation Mass - 10:30 a.m.
In the Murie Auditorium.

Commencement Ceremony - Carlson Center
Carlson Center opens for guest seating at noon

Commencement schedule 

Processional line-up 12:20 p.m.

Academic procession 1:20 p.m.

Ceremony begins 1:30 p.m.
Immediatly following the ceremney there will be a reception in the 
Arthur Buswell Pioneer Room, Carlson Center

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8 - 9 a.m. 
Exam time: 8-10 a.m., Wednesday, May 7

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.

Exam time: 8 - 10 a.m., Friday, May 9

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Exam time: 10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 7

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 

p.m.
Exam time: 10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., Friday, 

May 9

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1 - 2 p.m.

Exam time: 1 - 3 p.m., Wednesday, May 7

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.

Exam time: 1 - 3 p.m., Friday, May 9

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Exam time: 3:15 - 5:15 p.m., Wednesday, May 
7

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 4:40 - 5:40 p.m.
Exam time: 3:15 - 5:15 p.m., Friday, May 9

~
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 5:50 - 6:50 p.m.

Exam time: 5:45 - 7:45 p.m., Wednesday, May 
7

~
Tuesday, Thursday 8 - 9:30 a.m.

Exam time: 8 - 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 6

Tuesday, Thursday 9:45 - 11:15 a.m.
Exam time: 8 - 10 a.m., Thursday, May 8

~
Tuesday, Thursday 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Exam time: 10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 6

~
Tuesday, Thursday 2 - 3:30 p.m.

Exam time: 10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., 
Thursday, May 8

~
Tuesday, Thursday 3:40 - 5:10 p.m. 

Exam time: 3:15 - 5:15 p.m., Thursday, May 8

~
Tuesday, Thursday 5:20 - 6:50 p.m. 

Exam time5:45 - 7:45 p.m., Tuesday, May 6

~
Monday 6 - 9 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m., 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Exam time: 5:45 - 7:45 p.m., Thursday, May 8

~
Tuesday 6 - 9 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m., 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Exam time: 8 - 10 p.m., Tuesday, May 6

~
Wednesday 6 - 9 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m., 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Exam time: 8 - 10 p.m., Wednesday, May 7

~
Thursday 6 - 9 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m., 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Exam time: 8 - 10 p.m., Thursday, May 8

~
Friday 6 - 9 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m., 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Exam time: 8 - 10 p.m., Friday, May 9

Final examination schedule for spring 2014 Graduation check list 

On Sunday, May 11, the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ class of 2014 will take the stage and accept their diplomas in the Carlson Center. 

1. cry 

2. Pack

3. Clean

4. Pass finals

5. Turn in your libiary books

6. Turn in your office keys

7. Apply for a summer job

8. Register for classes next semester 

9. Order transcripts 
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In the moments before 
the most recent campus 
drag show, I was terri-
fied. Two hours earlier, I 
had tried to get a ride to 
campus and been turned 
down by a taxi driver. 

He must have thought I 
was playing a joke on him 
because he kept asking if 
it was all just a joke. 

I wasn’t joking; I wanted a 
ride. When I assured him 
it wasn’t and that I just 
had get to a drag show, 
he laughed at me, said he 
didn’t give rides to tran-
nies, and drove off.

In that moment, I realized 
how vulnerable I was. My 
friend, who had agreed to 
give me a ride that night, 
had gotten a back injury 
and was unable to come. 

The taxi man had driven 
off and although he really 
hadn’t done anything to 
me, I couldn’t shake the 
sick, scared feeling I had 
from our encounter. 

To top it all off, I was sup-
posed to be performing 
“It Gets Better” by Rebec-
ca Drysdale. It’s one thing 
to say it gets better, but it’s 
a completely other thing 
entirely to tell yourself 
when no one is watching 
and you’re sitting in your 
room in full-clown drag.

A friend who was going to 
the show texted me back 
and said she could swing 
by and pick me up.

 I didn’t tell her about the 
taxi driver because she is 
the kind of person that 
would have found him 
and forced an apology out 
of him. 

I didn’t want that. I want-
ed to not be affected by 
what he had said.

I got to the show late, and 
was unable to really enjoy 
any other performances 
because I just felt sick 
and all I wanted to do was 
scrub my face and go back 
to being the boy that I am 
the rest of the time when 
I’m not in Miss Eupho-
ria. While performing, I 
just sat down at one point, 
thinking about the hypoc-
risy of telling everyone “it 
gets better.”

I went home immediately 
after the performance. As 
I was scrubbing the lady 
off my face, I couldn’t 
help but think about 
how privileged I was to 
be able to wash the thing 
that caused so much big-
otry from people, when so 
many others can’t.

The feeling of terror 
returned as I walked out 

of the CTC building and 
heard a woman say “Oh, 
you’re the tranny from the 
Sun Star!” 

She didn’t mean it rude, 
in fact she was incredibly 
friendly in the remarks 
that followed, but waiting 
for that moment when I 
realized she wasn’t going 
to recoil in disgust or 
throw something, felt like 
an eternity.

Then it hit me (a thought, 
not her giant fist): let’s 
stop saying it gets better 
and just make it better. 

With all the devastating 
things that have been 
happening around cam-
pus, let’s help create a 
world that doesn’t make 
us say one thing and feel 
something completely 
different. 

I’m not saying police the 
language because I do not 
think that should happen. 
I’m saying find a way to 
practice kindness.

I’ve gotten a few ques-
tions from scared fresh-
men who are returning to 
their families in less than 
a week and want to know 
how to act (after coming 
out in one case, or learn-
ing to be more accepting 
in another). 

To them, and to all of you, 
I would suggest living 
your life openly. Beat the 
terror of existing as you 
want to by embracing it. 

I promise you that it will 
not be easy but it’s so 
much better than think-
ing you’re alone in this 
world. 

By allowing the open 
dialogue with others you 
might get a lot of negativ-
ity but you will get good 
things as well.

Sure there will be times 
when people are so cruel 
that it might seem crip-
pling, but you also expose 
yourself to such amazing 
kindness: internally and 
externally. 

Even today, I still get 
mean comments from 
people about being a 
drag queen, but I also get 
so much more feedback 
from people about how 
much they’ve enjoyed the 
different perspective. 

Practice kindness and live 
openly, it can be so lib-
erating (not to mention 
healthy)! 

Stop trying to convince 
yourself it gets better. It 
doesn’t get better BUT it 
CAN get EUPHORIC!

Looking Inward: Writing about writing
Emily Russell

Sun Star Columnist

I have less than 48 hours 
before the most impor-
tant exam of my academic 
career. This isn’t the type 
of exam that you make 
flashcards or attend a 
review session for. This 
isn’t the type of exam that 
includes multiple choice 
questions, fill-in-the-
blanks or short answers.

In fact this isn’t a typical 
exam at all.

I decide the exact time 
and date of the exam while 
my thesis committee 
decides the two- or three-
sentence prompt that 
will be emailed to me at 
the start of the exam. I 
then have three hours to 
write as much as I can in 
response to the prompt, 
with no notes whatsoever

A few months prior to 
this, my committee and 
I meet to decide on a 
general theme or set of 

questions that I will 
address in the three 
hours I am allotted. In 
my department, graduate 
students are required to 
take two of these exams 
before they “advance to 
candidacy,” i.e. begin 
writing the actual thesis. 
All of the research and 
writing conducted before 
these exams will be 
tremendously helpful 
when it comes down to 
writing the thesis, but 
quite often it’s hard to 
see the end of the tunnel 
when you’re so immersed 
in one specific topic.

So why I am telling you 
all of this? Well, for one, 
it’s hard to think about 
anything else besides the 
exam when it looms so 
near in the future. But for 
another, I was originally 
going to write my final 
column on the act of 
writing itself and what 
I’ve learned throughout 
my years in academia 
and months writing this 
column. It was supposed 
to be a “how-to” sort of 
column.

That was until a few days 
ago when I had a crisis 
of confidence. I’ve spent 
months researching a 
single topic in preparation 
for my second and final 
written exam before I 
begin the real writing. 
I am not in any classes, 
I don’t have a job or a 
dog or kids to take care 
of. Just me. The crisis 
was motivated by a few 
unrelated events that all 
culminated in a practice 
presentation on my topic. 
I always find it helpful to 
force myself to explain a 
topic well before I begin 
writing about it. But I 
couldn’t find the words 
nor the confidence to 
adequately explain what 
I had spent the last few 
months learning about.

But here are a few things 
I have learned: 1. Success 
is rarely achieved without 
some struggles along the 
way. Struggling makes 
you stronger and, in the 
end, it teaches you how 
to respond and cope with 
future crises (which I am 
sure to experience). 2. A 
clear mind is a creative 

mind. Almost all of the 
columns I’ve written this 
semester were crafted 
in my mind while out 
on a run. The lack of 
distractions, the silence, 
and my own energy create 
the perfect combination 
for creative writing. 
And finally, 3. There is 
nothing that cannot be 
accomplished. This is 
something that I struggle 
to remember during a 
crisis of confidence, but 
after a long run or a good 
night sleep I am always 
able to reassure myself 
that whatever I’m trying 
to do can be done.

It’s incredibly humbling 
that a week before my 
written exam and a few 
days before writing this 
column I suffered from 
a crisis of confidence, 
because one cannot 
become a better writing 
without realizing that 
there is always room for 
improvement. My advice 
to myself and to those of 
you reading this is simply 
to keep reading, keep 
writing, and keep (or 
start!) running.

College Survival Guide:
Jolene, here for summer, here forever

Jason Hersey

Sun Star Columnist

Over the years, I have 
always been baffled by 
how many students at 
UAF spend the cold, dark 
winter trudging through 
school and the snow, and 
as soon as May hits and 
finals are over, leave the 
state.

Fairbanks has always 
been a place where 
people come from all 
over—for school, work 
or seasonal endeavors. 
So much of this transient 
population misses the 
point of why many of 
us have come here, for 
the same reasons, and 
decided to call this quirky 
place home.

Now, if you “got yur thing 
goin’ on” in some other 
place this summer, it’s 
okay, but don’t rule out 
the best part of living in 
Fairbanks—summertime, 
where the living really 
is, easy. Sure there 
are mosquito armies, 

insomnia reigns, and that 
pent up, tad bit of crazy 
loves to come out and 
play. But it’s all part of the 
fun. The stories that you 
make in summertime are 
the stories that define your 
love for the northland.

I’m going to tell you one 
such story of the typical 
kid that decided one 
summer not to go back 
home to mommy, daddy 
and the ever slowly fading, 
high school sweetie. We’ll 
call this kid, Jolene.

Jolene, for some reason, 
had this urge to see the 
midnight sun and bask 
in its lovely rays. So, like 
any typical kid, Jolene 
decided he better find 
some steady funds for his 
sun-basking tendencies. 
When Jolene looked 
on Craigslist, the News-
Miner classifieds, the state 
and UAF websites, and 
the plethora of bulletin 
boards around town, 
she came to realize that 
there were more jobs here 
than back at home, and 
that most only wanted a 
commitment of three to 
four months—perfect for 
returning to school in the 

fall!

Jolene also decided that 
living in the dorms over 
the summer might be a 
bit drab, and he’d have to 
listen to the Ironworkers 
clinking around all 
summer, so he opted for a 
$400 dry cabin or a shared 
house thinking it would fit 
the budget perfectly. After 
all, “I have never really 
cooked for myself, lived 
on my own or pooped 
in an outhouse,” Jolene 
thought, “Why not give it 
a shot?”

With the job and home 
life secured, Jolene 
checked out Alaska 
every chance she got. 
She went to a few of the 
many Alaskan festivals, 
learned to fish, camped 
out with the compadres, 
had some Alaskan love 
affairs, cultivated her own 
inner crazy, and began 
to build the contacts that 
would help Jolene pursue 
a worthwhile, scholastic, 
social and professional 
foothold, which would 
shape his life.

Now, Jolene has a shaggy, 
Alaska beard, or some 

fuzzy, hippy armpit hair, 
and has been here for six 
years. Jolene loves Alaska, 
and her people, and has 
awesome seasonal jobs 
that afford her the ability 
to leave when most want 
nothing more than a 
warm beach.

All I’m saying is, if you 
are still on the fence or 
don’t have a really good 
reason to head back home 
this summer, why spend 
nine months in one of 
the coldest, darkest, and 
arguably most miserable 
winter places on the 
planet without reaping 
what is owed to us all 
for withstanding it? The 
“summertime crazies” 
are the only reason most 
people endure this place.

Do what you got to do, and 
don’t worry, the beard 
and hippy armpit hair 
are definitely optional. 
If we don’t see you again 
until the fall, we will tell 
you some stories that will 
make you want to hang 
out with us next summer. 
Cheers everybody, and 
thanks for reading this 
year.

Lakeidra Chavis

Editor-in-Chief

 

This issue marks the 26th 
issue of the Sun Star for 
the 2013-2014 school year.

It also signals the end 
of my career at this 
newspaper.

I’m excited to know what 
a Sunday without work 
feels like for the first time 
in two years.

I began working at the 
Sun Star when I was 18, 
and I walked into the 
editor’s office and asked 
if I could write--and I’ve 
been writing ever since.

But reporting on this 
campus and this university 
system comes with a price 
and eventually, you can 
get worn out.

A few weeks ago, if you 
asked me how I felt 
about my job as editor, 
I probably would’ve told 
you that it leaves people 
jaded, frustrated at the 
system and empty.

And it does, but it leaves 
you everything except 
empty.

Yes, you give up a lot 
for this job--school, 
relationships, a life, but 
what you gain is so much 
more.

I’d like to think that I’ve 
had the privilege to work 
with the sassiest but 
arguably most talented 
staff ever.

Our copy editor Julie 
Herrmann and our layout 
editor Raechyl Huisingh 
stuck through 26 issues. 
They worked over a 
combined 520 hours over 
that time period--and 
that’s just counting work 

that they did on Sundays, 
when we put the issue 
together and send it to 
print.

They helped keep Sun-
days grounded. Unlike 
other school newspapers, 
we don’t have a huge staff. 
So everyone does the job 
themselves. Our copy 
editor reads everything  
and is responsible for the 
entire paper, and our lay-
out editor is responsible 
for laying out the entire 
issue in 13 hours.

This job is crazy, and these 
ladies have definitely 
made it worth it.

Our ad manager Pomi 
Chafin sold more 
than $30,000 worth of 
ads, and she’s only a 
freshman. My reporters 
and photographers are 
all uniquely talented and 
consistently self-driven.

In some ways, this is 

the best student job on 
campus because you are 
surrounded by awesome 
people like this.

And sure, there are 
bad days, lots of them. 
I’ve been yelled at and 
blogged about, people 
have tried to get me fired 
and the paper has been 
through a lot this year. But 
who cares?

I hope that you’ve enjoyed 
the content we put out. 
That you believed in us 
and continued reading 
the paper past the 
unforgivable typos and 
formatting errors.

Our mission as your 
student newspaper, is to 
give you the news you 
want to know and the 
news you need to know. 
I’d like to think we’ve 
done that--even with the 
limitations of our small 
staff.

I’d like to think we’ve 
done our job at keep-
ing administrators and 
directors accountable, of 
showing how awesome 
students can be and cov-
ering campus life in the 
best of times and in the 
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Emily Russell is a Northern Studies masters student who grew up in 
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worst.

It has been a pleasure 
being your editor and 
most importantly, a 
privilege.

So peace, I’m out.

Part of The Sun Star staff: (left to right, back row) Layout edi-
tor Raechyl Huisingh, columnist Emily Russell, columnist Eran 
Eads, reporter Nolin Ainsworth (front row) reporter Kaz Alvarez, 
editor-in-chief Lakeidra Chavis, reporter and former editor-in-
chief Elika Roohi and copy editor Julie Herrmann.

It doesn’t get better
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Donna Patrick 

Nurse Practitioner
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Bee Stings

Q: Yesterday I got stung 
by a bee on my upper 
arm.  My arm really 
swelled up a lot and 
it hurt.  Should I be 
worried about this?

A:  Insect stings 
can cause local or 
generalized reactions 
which can range from 
mild to fatal.  It sounds 
like you had a local 
reaction. This type 
of reaction includes 
swelling, redness and 
pain.  The reaction 
often subsides within 
a few hours and may 
require only mild pain 
relievers.  Large local 
reactions occur in 
some individuals with 

extended swelling which can last from 48 hours to 
one week.

Q: What should I do for bee stings?

•	 	Remove	the	stinger.

•	 Carefully	cleanse	area.

•	 Apply	ice.

•	 Take	an	antihistamine	tablet	for	itching	
and burning.

•	 Apply	topical	corticosteroid	cream	

•	 Go	to	the	clinic	if	symptoms	of	infection	
occur. 

Q:  Can someone who has had a large local 
reaction develop anaphylaxis?

A:  Less than 5% of individuals who experience 
large reactions develop systemic symptoms of 
anaphylactic shock if they are stung again.

Q:  What is anaphylaxis?

A:  It is a life-threatening hypersensitivity reaction 
to a previously encountered allergen such as insect 
venom. Onset of symptoms usually occurs within 
seconds of sting. Symptoms:

•	 Generalized	hives	and	itching.

•	 Immediate	swelling	involving	face,	neck,	
lips, throat, voice box, hands, feet and genitalia.

•	 Flushing

•	 Hoarseness

•	 Sense	of	choking

•	 Wheezing

•	 Shortness	of	breath	and	difficulty	breathing

opens at 4 pm daily 

21 +
Live music and dancing 3+ 
nights a week

eer garden volley ball, café. 
cabins

2160 old Steese Hwy Fox AK 
456-4695

Quietly tucked away in the woods and conveniently located, 
you’ll have the benefits of being just one and a half miles from 
UAF!

Dry Cabin Rentals 

Features:  Spacious 16’ x 24’ single family dry cabins. Full kitchen 
equipped with  generous fully covered 4’ deck. Two dedicated exterior plug in’s 
and spaces for parking. Private outhouse with holding tanks. Efficient electric 
heat. 

Contact: Lisa & Brian Martsolf 
Times: Monday - Friday -  Saturday 9:00 am to 8 pm

907-479-9019
info@diamondwillowcottages.com

https://diamondwillowcottages.com/

DIAMOND 
WILLOW COTAGES 

$575 per month - Non Smoking - No pets - 1 year 

WANTED 
Students to form a

SHORT-TRACK 
SPEED SKATING 

CLUB

Contact: 907-388-2305
By phone or text


