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Avery Wolves covers Motorhead. Kas Alvarez/Sun Star

Elika Roohi

Sun Star Reporter

Classical French comedy 
is just the genre you never 
knew you were missing 
out on.

UAF Theater and Film’s 
recent production of 
“Tartuffe” delivered on 
every level, from dramatic 
twists to rhyming disses 
to a stellar cast adorned 
with complicated 
classical costumes. The 
show wrapped up their 
closing weekend on 
Sunday afternoon, but if 
you missed it, here’s the 
breakdown.

The word ‘tartuffe’ 
translates to ‘religious 
hypocrite,’ which should 
tell you something about 
the plot. The story is 
centered around one 
family that has taken in a 
pious and well-meaning 
guest by the name of 
Tartuffe, played by Brian 
Tuohy, or so it seems. 
After a short amount of 
time, almost everyone 
seems to see the man 
for what he truly is—an 
impudent imposter.

However, the head of 
the household, Orgon, 

Cheerleaders travel to Anaheim for 2014 competition
Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

The Alaska Nanooks 
Cheer squad traveled to 
Anaheim, Calif. where 
they competed in the 2014 
national championships 
late last March, despite 
losing their head coach in 
February and only having 
12 members. 

The competition took 
place at the Anaheim 
Convention Center where 
the Nanooks competed 
against 10 other schools 
within their division.

“It’s huge,” said senior 
Biological Sciences 
student and team member 
Courtney Sessum. “They 
had collegiate at the same 
as all-stars this year. I 
would say Anaheim was 

nothing but cheerleaders 
at that point.” Chynna 
Sandgren, who has been 
on the team for the last 
three years, said her 
experience was “surreal.”

“It’s a bunch of college 
teams that we don’t 
really get to see in Alaska 
all coming together,” 
Sandgren said. “It’s a 
bunch of fun and it’s a 
lot of chaos for two days, 
but you meet a bunch of 
other people and you gain 
friendships, and then you 
get to do something you 
love to do.”

Sessum, who has been 
on the team for the last 
two years, had similar 
thoughts about her team’s 
experience. She also said 
that teams from the Lower 
48 get to practice more 
often through the course 
of the year, whereas the 

Kaz Alvarez 

Sun Star Reporter

The Great Cover Up 
packed the Pub Saturday 
night for the Great Cover 
Up and raised $ 1,200 for 
the Literacy Council of 

Alaska. 

The UAF Concert Board 
has brought local bands 
in to perform covers 
since 2006, when they 
took over the event from 
the Student Activities 
Office. The event features 
Fairbanks bands who 

choose popular groups 
and artists to cover. These 
choices are meant to be 
kept a secret right up until 
they step onto the stage.

A majority of this year’s 
lineup was within the 
rock genre, from metal to 
alternative.

The five man group 
Awaken Antagonists 
covered 80s metal group 
Pantera. Grandad chose 
to cover Avril Lavigne and 
dressed the part. 

The all-male group 
invested in some quality 
wigs and school girl 

clothing. Pub patrons 
sang along to popular 
hits like “Sk8er Boi,” 
“Complicated” and 
“Girlfriend.”

continue to page 3

Catholic priest put on administrative leave after 
DUI and weapons charges

Lenin Lau

Sun Star Reporter   

 

A Fairbanks Roman 
Catholic priest who serves 
at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks St. Marks 
parish is facing a trinity 
of charges of driving 
under the influence, 
possession of marijuana 
and weapons violation.
According to the police 
report, Father Sean P. 
Thomson was pulled over 
on George Parks Highway 
on March 24 next to 
Denali National Park and 
Reserve.  State Trooper 
Christopher Bitz noticed 
a blue GMC pickup truck 

speeding at 79 mph in a 
65 zone and swerving over 
the center dividing line.  
Fitz noted that the priest 
seemed disoriented and 
confused, and handed 
the trooper a receipt 
when asked to produce 
his vehicle registration.  
Bitz went on to ask Father 
Thomson if he had any 
any weapons in the car, 
to which Thomson said 
he had a .357 in the back 
seat.

When Fitz searched 
Thomson, he found a 
small bag of marijuana in 
his sweater pocket, as well 
as a 9mm pistol in his back 
pocket he failed to disclose 

to the officer.  Alaska law 
permits individuals over 
21 to carry concealed 
weapons without a 
permit as long as the gun 
is legal and registered 
and upon contact with a 
peace officer, the officer 
is informed about the 
weapon.  It is illegal for 
an intoxicated person to 
carry weapons.

The trooper then 
administered a 
breathalyzer test, and the 
priest blew a BAC of .247, 
which is more than three 
times the legal limit of 0.08.  
Thomson was booked at  
The Healy Trooper Post, 
where, according to Bitz, 

Reports 
say Blacks, 
Latinos, losing 
economic 
ground
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON— 

African-Americans

and Latinos are losing 
economic ground when 
compared with whites in 
the areas of employment 
and income as the United 
States pulls itself out of 
the Great Recession, 
the latest State of Black 
America report from the 
National Urban League 
says.

The annual report, 
called “One Nation 
Underemployed: Jobs 
Rebuild America,” 
noted that the 
underemployment rate 
for African-American 
workers was 20.5 percent, 
compared with 18.4 
percent for Hispanic 
workers and 11.8 percent 
for white workers.

Underemployment is 
defined as those who are 
jobless or working part-
time jobs but desiring 
full-time work.

The report also said 
African-Americans are 
twice as likely as whites 
to be unemployed. 

The unemployment rate 
for blacks was 12 percent 
in February, compared 
with 5.8 percent for 
whites.

Thomson refused to take 
another more accurate 
Datamaster test, stating 
he knew he was drunk 
and felt the test was 
unnecessary.

The following day 
Thomson was arraigned 
at Rabinowitz Courthouse 
in Fairbanks, where he 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges of DUI, drugs 
misconduct, refusal to 
take a chemical alcohol 
test and two counts of 
weapons misconduct for 
possession of a weapon 
while intoxicated and 
failing to inform troopers 
about the 9mm in his back 
pocket.  He was released 

on $5,000 bail.

According to legal 
coordinator Ronnie 
Rosenberg, Father 
Thomson has been put 
on administrative leave, 
although he still remains 
a priest of the Catholic 
Diocese of Fairbanks.  A 
diocese is an area covered 
by a certain bishop.
Rosenberg also noted that 
the Diocese of Fairbanks 
will fill the position at 
Saint Mark’s University 
Parish with other priests 
and staff, and that there 
may be some interruption 
of services.

Nanooks do not get quite 
as much time. 

“It’s very different,”  
Sessum said. “Especially 
f ro m  A l a s k a n 
cheerleaders. We only 
get certain hours on the 
mat and stuff because 
cheerleading is a 
new     sport  for Alaska 
Fairbanks.” Another 
aspect of the Nanooks’ 
experience, according 
to Sessum, was the 
opportunity to mingle 
with some of the other 
teams during the 
competition. 

“It’s not a hostile 
environment like 
everybody thinks it 
is,” Sessum explained. 
“Everybody’s really 
friendly and you can 
make friends that will 
last a lifetime there. It’s 
definitely worth the pain 

and gain I would say.”

According to Sandgren, 
the team only had 
about two and a half 
weeks to prepare for the 
competition. 

“We definitely had to be 
in the gym a lot more 
than we had planned,” 
Sandgren said. “And we 
had to change our routine 
a little bit to compensate 
for those who were no 
longer there.” 

Sandgren also spoke about 
the Nanooks’ transition to 
their new coach, but said 
there wasn’t much of a 
problem with it. “It was 
a lot different,” Sandgren 
acknowledged, “But our 
new coach had been with 
us all season. The girls 
came together and we 
were able to get it done. 

It’s different having 

someone else in charge, 
but we were able to do it 
just fine.”

As of Sunday night, the 
Nanooks did not know 
what the full results of the 
competition were. They 
did say that the results 
should be announced 
sometime within the next 
week. 

Whatever the result is, 
the Nanooks did not 
have high expectations 
this year. “To be honest, 
we didn’t expect to win 
especially with such a 
short number,” Sessum 
said. 

“Most teams we went up 
against had 20 to 30 people 
on their team and we had 
12. So our expectations 
were to go there and have 
a good time and do the 
best that we can.”
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Police Blotter: Through April 8, 2014
Nolin Ainsworth

Sun Star Reporter

March 29 – Stalker Alert

A woman grew concerned 
after she noticed a man 
videotaping her while 
riding on a bus to campus. 

 The woman and other bus 
patrons asked the man to 
stop, but he refused.

UAF Police was informed 
of the man’s behavior and 
tracked him down.  

He said he had videotaped 
the woman because he 
thought she was pretty 
and that he couldn’t 
control himself.

The man was escorted off 
campus and banned from 
the university until next 
May.

 

March 29 – Sheenjek 
Surprise

Campus police arrested 
a 22-year-old Fairbanks 
man with an outstanding 
warrant after the vehicle 
he was riding in was 
stopped on Sheenjek 
Drive, a curvy one-way 
street on UAF’s West 
Ridge.

The man is accused of 
second-degree sexual 
abuse of a minor, a class-B 
felony in Alaska.

The driver of the vehicle 
was stopped for driving 
the wrong way on 
Sheenjek.

The accused man was 
taken to the Fairbanks 
Correctional Center.

March 29 – Justa-kid 
without a license

An 18-year-old male 
violated his learner’s 
permit by driving without 
a licensed adult.

The teen caught the eye 
of a patrol officer after 
making a risky left turn.

The young driver didn’t 
yield to oncoming traffic 
as he turned onto Chena 
Ridge Road from Chena 
Pump.

A campus officer pulled 
him over in the Justa-store 
gas station parking lot and 
summoned him to a court 
hearing for his violation.

March 30 – Three Strikes

A 24-year-old Fairbanks 
man violated his parole 
last Sunday after being 
charged with a DUI.

A campus police officer 
started following the 
man’s truck on Geist Road 

after it did not properly 
signal a lane change.

The driver turned right 
onto University Avenue 
where he began speeding 
and swerving his vehicle.

Officers signaled for the 
man to stop by the time 
he started down Airport 
Way.  

He stopped his vehicle 
in the middle of the road 
without regard for other 
traffic.

As a result of already 
having two DUIs to his 
name, the man was given 
a felony DUI.

The man’s probation 
officer was contacted, 
and he was taken to the 
Fairbanks Correctional 
Center.   

He was driving with a 
revoked license.

 

March 30 – Intoxicated 
dog-walker

The campus police 
received a call about an 
intoxicated 19-year-old 
student walking a dog 
along Farmer’s Loop early 
last Sunday morning.

An officer responded to 
the scene near Ballaine 
Lake and approached the 
individual.

The student, when given 
a field sobriety, failed 
the test.  He was taken 
to Fairbanks Correctional 
Center where he was 
given a Breathalyzer test.

He registered a blood-
alcohol content of .203.

He was cited with minor 
consuming.  The dog, 
which was sober, was 
taken to an animal shelter.

Campus Voices: Students weigh on SB 176

“My 
family, we 

are hunting 
Alaskans 
and we 
do have 

guns. My 
dad does 

archery and 
stuff like 

that. As far 
as having 

them on campus though, I 
don’t really know where I stand 
yet, for people to have them in 

their dorms, say. Because, I feel 
like if you are responsible about 
it and you know how to handle 
a gun, and are able to conduct 
yourself in the proper manner, 

I don’t really see a problem 
with that. But at the same time, 

if you have people that don’t 
know what they are doing with 
guns, or somebody is “crazy,” 
for lack of a better word, that 

scares me. I haven’t really done 
enough looking into it yet to 

have a really definite position. 
So, I can kind of see it both 

ways.”

Danna Spring, 21, Junior 
Communications student

“I think 
would be a 
bad idea. If 
you bring 

more guns 
on campus, 

that just 
leads to 

kids having 
better 
access 

to guns. 
Say they get intoxicated or 

something, or they get mad, 
they have easy access just to 

go to their rooms or wherever 
their car, and get a gun and 

access is just that easy. I come 
from California and I know 

how things can go when guns 
get involved. If you have a 

gun, you might feel like you 
are a stronger or better person 
because you have that gun.  I 
think that the school is pretty 
safe. I believe that if you bring 
a gun, that just creates more 

problems in the community.”

C J Reed, 23, Freshman Fire 
Science student

“There 
are a lot of 
potential 

downsides, 
and what 

really 
doesn’t 

stand out 
are the 

potential 
upsides to 
bringing 

guns on campus. What exactly 
would it be solving? Do we have 

any currently issues, such as 
people not being able to defend 

themselves on campus that 
would actually provide a reason 
to bring guns on campus?  We 

are a Red State, and we do 
believe in firearms, to hunt, 

sustain ourselves, and of course 
also for protection. In particular 
on a university campus, I can’t 

see hunting or where you would 
actually need a gun. And we 

have a police force on campus. 
It just doesn’t make sense.”

Christian Burns-Shafer, 22, 
Statistics and Business student

“I actually 
think it is a 

great idea to 
have them 

on campus. 
When you start 

taking guns 
and stuff away, 

it doesn’t 
really change 
the fact that 

if someone is 
going to come in and harm people, 

they would still have those guns 
regardless of whether they are legal 

or not. So, I think that in terms of 
the average Alaskan, there’s all 

kinds of things we could be going 
on hikes and stuff like that, it’s 

convenient to just be able to grab 
a maybe a hand gun or something. 

In no way am I saying rifles or 
something. With handguns I think 

there’s not really a big problem with 
that. As long as law-abiding citizens 
are still abiding the law, you aren’t 

going to have problems. It’s the 
people that aren’t following the law 
that are going to do things wrong.”

Scott Begins, 24, Senior Petroleum 
Engineering student

Julia and Scott Taylor

Sun Star Reporters

“I don’t 
personally 

think it 
is a good 

idea. There 
doesn’t 

seem to be 
a need for 
increased 
concealed 
carry, or 

any type of 
carry, on campus. So, I don’t 

see a need to open up a greater 
amount of it.”

Brandon Blum, 19, Philosophy 
student

“I think 
that would 
be a really 
bad idea. 

Guns are so 
much about 

power, 
it would 

really 
show a 

dominance 
flare up 

between students and teachers. 
There will just be such a 

dominance struggle that I really 
think it is a bad idea.”

James Marchlinski, 19, Business 
Accounting student

“It’s stupid. 
It is a way 
to ask for 
problems. 

The way 
the current 

system is set 
up, there is 
no reason 
why this is 

a necessary. 
No one needs 

to be carrying their gun on their 
hip all the time. It becomes an ego 
thing and it is no longer helpful for 

self-defense at that point. I grew 
up in Alaska. I’ve been a Boy Scout 

my whole life. The funny thing is 
that I am pro-gun too. I’m not anti-

gun I don’t think that guns need 
to be permanently banned, but I 

don’t think that we need them on 
campus.”

Sean McNulty, Junior Civil 
Engineering student

“I really 
don’t have, 
you know, 

enough 
information 

on it to 
have a 

really good 
opinion. 

This is 
actually the 

first time 
I have really heard about it. I 

mean, it’s probably for the best 
to know more about it and to get 
a more informed opinion about 

it.”

Kyle Gutherie, 18, Freshman 
Computer Science student

Kaz Alvarez 

Sun Star Reporter

Senators present

Matthew Carrick, Kemper 
Chabotte, Jordyn Houlton, 
Cordero Reid, Shane 
Poindexter, Kemper 
Shabotte, Ashley Strauch, 
Daniel Strigle, Sarah 
Walker, Lida Zakurdaew 
and Mickey Zakurdaew

Senators absent

Eli Barry-Garland and 
Brix Hahn

Officers Present

Michael Mancill and Ayla 
O’Scannell

Director’s present

Saraya Coburn and 
Michael Magnan

Guests

Celie Hull and Megan 
LaSelle

Other communications 
to the senate

Nominations for Coalition 
of Student Leaders are 
needed. 

Senators need to make 

a confirmation of that 
appointment by May 1 
because that is the start 
of the new member 
position’s term. 

Nominations will be made 
during the next meeting.

Staff of the Year

The floor was opened for 
nominations for Staff of 
the year. 

Walker nominated Lexi 
Bystedt and Strauch 
nominated Josh Hovis. 
Discussion was closed 
and Josh Hovis won the 
award by a 5-4 vote.

First reading

Walker read “SB 182-
012 Funding for Oratory 
Competition Banquet.”

The bill well help Natives 
for Positive Change host 
an oratory competition 
by assisting with the 
purchase of beverages.

 The bill allocates $92.99 
to the club. The bill was 
moved to the Student 
Affairs Committee.

Confirmation 

of Appointments

Megan LaSelle received a 
presidential appointment 
from O’Scannell. 
Discussion was opened on 
her appointment. Carrick 
asked LaSelle what her 

motivations were to be on 
the senate.

“I want to know what the 
senate is and what it is 
capable of doing,” LaSelle 
said.

Lida Zakurdaew 
asked what her time 
commitments would be 
for the next year. 

LaSelle’s position would 
only last the remainder 
of this semester and 
she wouldn’t be able to 
participate next school 
year. Strauch supported 
the appointment. 

LaSelle was confirmed 
by a 8-0-1 vote. Chabotte 
abstained.



UAF Students  
Catch a Shuttle  

Wood Center Bus Shelter  

Pick-up: 10am 

UAF Students 

Easter Service 

Hering Auditorium in Lathrop High School  

• Nursery for kids under 2 & class for kids 2-4  

• Refreshments afterward 

bethelchurchak.org   •   info@bethelchurchak.org   •   907-479-4380 
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Now in Fairbanks

Set Your Own Rates Set Your Schedule

We are the Non-Traditional 
Students Organization!

a support/social group
for UAF students

who have Life Experience
working - raising families - active duty

 retirement - veterans - returning to college
adult first-timer in college

All degree programs welcome.

We meet alternate Thursdays, 5:30 PM in Gruening 
501 (Justice Dept. Lounge).

For more information, contact Diane Huebner
dchuebner@alaska.edu

773-459-4838

  

Have a conversation.

Condoms are available at the Student 
Health and Counseling Center. Those 
eligible for Student Health benefits can 
also get STI testing at the center. Or, to 
find a testing location near you go to 

www.iknowmine.org

Alaska’s STD rates are some of 
the highest in the country.  

Use a condom and  
get tested regularly.

DIAMOND 
WILLOW COTTAGES 

Quietly tucked away in the woods and conveniently 
located, you’ll welcome the privacy while appreciating the 
benefits of being just one and a half miles from UAF 
and all the West end of town has to offer!

Dry Cabin Rentals 

Features:  Spacious 16’ x 24’ single family dry cabins. Full 
kitchen equipped with shelving, cabinets, stove/oven, refrigerator and 
double sink.  Generous fully covered 4’ deck. Two dedicated exterior 
plug in’s and spaces for parking. Private outhouse with holding tanks. 
Efficient electric heat. Fully maintained road

Contact: Times: Monday - Lisa and Brian Martsolf 

Saturday 9:00 am to 6 pm

907-479-9019

info@diamondwillowcottages.com

https://diamondwillowcottages.com/
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The Great Cover Up in black & white 

A singer and guitarist for Fluourescent Adolescents covers Arctic Monkeys. Kaz Alvarez/Sun Star 

The Arctic Monkeys were 
covered by Fluorescent 
Adolescent in clown 
costumes. The group, 
of course, played 
Fluorescent Adolescent 
for the Pub. Rage Against 
the Machine, a crowd 
favorite, was covered by 

Alaska Redd Renegades of 
Funk.

Avery Wolves covered 
Motorhead and used 
an upright bass to do it. 
Rivers of Mercury brought 
Queens of the Stone Age 
to the stage.

A gentle but adamant 
mosh pit had formed early 
on in the night in front 
of the stage. However 
the next group brought 
more dancing to the floor. 
Hamburger Time, in cool 
shades with books around 
their necks, covered Biggy 
Small.

Ending the night, Shagg 
brought back Cake 
classics for the crowd and 
packed the dance floor. 

The trumpet and cowbell 
sounds that fill Cake’s 
music were noticeably 
present. The group 
covered popular hits 

“Short Skirt, Long Jacket,” 
“Never There” and “The 
Distance.”

This well attended event 
generated a line of people 
from the Pub doors to the 
lower campus entrance of 
the Wood Center by 7:30. 
Two hundred and forty 

patrons paid $5 to get into 
the event after waiting 
from 20 minutes to an 
hour. All proceeds were 
donated to the Literacy 
Council of Alaska to help 
them in their mission 
to promote literacy for 
people of all ages.

The bass player for Avery Wolves rocks out on an upright bass while covering Motorhead. Kaz 
Alvarez/Sun Star

Local band Shagg ends the night with their cover of Cake. Kaz Alvarez/Sun Star

continued from cover.“Tartuffe” gives Fairbanks proof Theater UAF knows what they’re doing
However, the head of 
the household, Orgon, 
played by Sambit Misra, 
hasn’t quite noticed this 
yet, and is so taken with 
Tartuffe that he forces his 
daughter to marry him. 
Complications ensue. 
Orgon’s daughter, played 
by Katrina Kuharich, 
was already engaged to 
another man. Tartuffe 
actually has the hots 
for Orgon’s wife, played 
by Sierra Trinchet. And 
anytime anyone brings 
up Tartuffe’s true nature, 

Orgon dismisses their 
opinions completely. The 
story ends rather abruptly 
with everyone getting 
what they deserve.

If it sounds tangled, that’s 
because it is.

The play may be set 
in   1760, but Moliere’s 
work is still pertinent. 
Dealing with people 
masquerading as 
something other than 
what they truly are is 
something we would all 
do well to dwell on from 

time to time. Especially 
in a world where it’s 
easy to hide behind a 
profile picture or skilled 
photoshopping.

In a poignant break from 
rhyming zingers during 
the play, Orgon’s brother, 
Cleante, played by Ethan 
Fifield, asks “There’s a 
vast difference, so it seems 
to me/between true piety 
and hypocrisy:/How do 
you fail to see it, may I 
ask?/Is not a face quite 
different from a mask?”

The plot is hard to follow 
at times, mostly due to 
the rhyming, proper 
prose everyone converses 
in. But once you get into 
the swing of the show and 
figure out exactly how all 
the characters are related 
to each other, it’s quite a 
ride.

Some highlights include 
Marley Horner’s excellent 
physical comedy as he 
plays Valere, the man 
who was supposed to 
marry Orgon’s daughter, 
Marianne, before her 

father insisted she marry 
Tartuffe. Kuharich as 
Marianne doesn’t have 
many lines during the 
show, but you never 
doubt what she’s feeling 
because she conveys every 
emotion Marianne would 
have at any second with 
expressions and squeals. 
And Nicole Cowans 
portrays the sassy maid 
Dorine so convincingly 
that you wonder if she’s 
had years of practice 
giving a piece of her mind 
to employers?

And finally, it never 
ceases to impress the 
number of words that can 
conceivably be rhymed 
with Tartuffe and still 
make sense in normal 
conversation.

If the show wasn’t enough 
to delight the audience, 
the cast had a special 
surprise at curtain call 
when they all came out 
and twerked to a dubsteb 
remix of Mozart’s “Ein 
Klein Nachtmusik.” That’s 
what I call keeping it 
relevant.

Candidate for Lieutenant Governor visits UAF 

Lakeidra Chavis

Sun Star Reporter

Bob Williams’s campaign 
for Lieutenant Governor 
has been both intense 
and empowering, said 
the Palmer High School 
mathematics teacher.

Williams, who officially 
began to run for 

Lieutenant Governor in 
August, started a three-
day visit to Fairbanks 
on Thursday, calling the 
experience “absolutely 
wonderful.”

On Friday, the UAF 
graduate hosted a booth 
in the Wood Center for 
two hours in order to 
meet students and talk 
about his campaign. In 
the process, he met two 
of his former Palmer 
High students studying 
petroleum engineering, 

the same field that 
Williams earned a degree 
in a few decades ago.

“I think I filled it out in 
pencil and turned it in,” 
he said, in reference to his 
application to attend UAF.

  Despite neither of his 
parents attending college, 
Williams earned two 
degrees and worked as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in 
West Africa in the late 80s 
as a math teacher.

He went on to continue 

his career as a teacher in 
Brooklyn and Nome, and 
eventually settled down 
in Palmer. In 2009, he 
won Alaska Teacher of the 
Year.

Williams said he can 
manage the stress of 
being a full-time teacher 
and running for office.

“I’m a teacher, so I work 
very hard to build a 
sense of community in 
my classroom,” he said, 
adding that he tries “to 

find solutions to problems 
that make sense.”

Keeping the election in 
mind, Williams has goals 
that he would like to see 
come into fruition.

“I plan to increase voter 
participation and access 
to voting, and to make 
sure it’s a fair decision,” 
he said. He went on to 
say that public education 
and the university are 
an important part of 
his goals as well, saying 

there’s been an “erosion 
of support of public 
education.”

Williams finished up 
his stop on Saturday, 
and returned to Palmer 
Monday morning to begin 
a full day of teaching, 
starting with an early 
morning class.

“I live in Mat-Su, but I’ll 
always be a Nanook,” 
Williams said.

“Many Americans 
are being left behind, 
and that includes 
African-Americans and 
Latinos who are being 
disproportionately left 
behind by the job creation 
that we see,” 

National Urban League 
President Marc Morial 
said.

Despite the dismal 
numbers, an analysis by 
The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research found 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s    
significantly more 
optimistic about their 

future standard of living 
than whites, regardless of 
income level, education 
or partisanship. 

Overall, 71 percent of 
blacks surveyed in the 
2012 General Social 
Survey agreed that they 
have a good chance of 
improving their standard 
of living, outpacing the 
share among whites by 25 
percentage points.

The survey found high 
optimism even among 
blacks who say racism 
is a cause for economic 
inequality.

Such findings illustrate 

“a level of optimism in 
the African-American 
community and it’s 
important to lift that up,” 
said La June Montgomery 
Tabron, president and 
CEO of the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, which 
released similar findings 
this week in separate 
research.

The National Urban 
League is pushing 
for several economic 
measures, including an 
increase in the minimum 
wage, an issue being 
debated in Congress. 
Democrats backed by 
President Barack Obama 

want to force election-
year votes on gradually 
increasing today’s 
minimum to $10.10 by 
2016, an effort that seems 
likely to fail in Congress. 
Republicans generally 
oppose the proposal, 
saying it would cost too 
many jobs.

“More must be done in 
post-recession America 
to try to help people and 
help communities close 
these gaps,” Morial said.

The National Urban 
League derives its 
numbers from an 
“equality index” that 

is based on nationally 
collected data from 
federal agencies including 
the Census Bureau, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
the National Center for 
Education Statistics and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

With full equality with 
whites in economics, 
health, education, 
social justice and civic 
engagement set at 100 
percent, the National 
Urban League said this 
year’s equality index 
for blacks stands at 
71.2 percent, a slight 
improvement over last 

year’s index of 71.0 
percent. 

However, the economic 
portion of the index 
dropped from 56.3 
percent to 55.5 percent.

The equality index for 
Hispanics improved to 
75.8 percent, compared 
with 74.6 percent last 
year, while the Hispanic 
economics index declined 
from 60.8 percent to 60.6 
percent.

continued from cover losing economic ground



SAY AHH

Donna Patrick 

Nurse Practitioner

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling/University Student and Advancement Divi-
sion. For additional information, contact the Student Health & Counseling at 474-7043 or visit 

our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc University and Student Advancement Division

Q: What is 
hypothyroidism?

A: Hypothyroidism 
is the medical term 
for when a person 
does not make 
enough thyroid 
hormone.  
It is a condition that 
makes you feel tired. 
The thyroid gland 
in your neck makes 
thyroid hormone. 
This hormone 
controls how the 
body uses and 
stores energy.

Q: What are the 
symptoms of 

hypothyroidism?
A: Some people with hypothyroidism 
have no symptoms. But most people feel 
tired. 
That can make the condition hard to 
diagnose, because a lot of conditions can 
make you tired.
Other symptoms of hypothyroidism 
include:
•	 Lack	of	energy
•	 Getting	cold	easily
•	 Developing	coarse	or	thin	hair
•	 Getting	constipated	(having	too	few	
bowel movements)
•	 Menstrual	irregularities	in	women
If it is not treated, hypothyroidism can 
also weaken and slow your heart. 
This can make you feel out of breath 
or tired when you exercise and cause 
swelling	(fluid	buildup)	in	your	ankles.	
Untreated hypothyroidism can also 
increase your blood pressure and raise 
your cholesterol—both of which increase 
the risk of heart trouble.

Q: Is there a test for hypothyroidism?

A: Yes. Your health care provider can test 
you for hypothyroidism using a simple 
blood test.

Q: How is hypothyroidism treated?

A: Treatment for hypothyroidism involves 
taking thyroid hormone pills every day.
After you take the pills for about 6 weeks, 
your blood will be retested to make sure 
the levels are where they should be. 
The dosage may need to be adjusted 
depending on the results. Most people 
with hypothyroidism need to be on thyroid 
pills for the rest of their life.

POSTER SESSION
 � Undergraduate students
 � Dean’s Choice $100 Awards
 � Free t-shirt and jump drive for presenters

FINAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE
 � April 22, 2014

INFO AT
 � www.uaf.edu/ursa

POSTER SESSION

REGISTER NOW TO PRESENT A POSTER

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.
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Looking Inward: 2,660 and countingCollege Survival Guide: 
Spring Fever

Jason Hersey

Sun Star Columnist

Nowhere in this country 
do the profound 
seasonal mood swings, 
from summer, fall, 
winter and spring, 
manifest themselves so 
flamboyantly as they do in 
Alaska—and, especially 
so, the farther north 
you get. In Fairbanks, 
everyone is already 
talking about it, and if you 
are not, beware.

Most of us have seen 
Bambi as a small kid, and 
while we may not have 
been aware at the time, 
being “twitterpated” 
carries much more 
connotation than falling 
in love with a skunk. Just 
as Bambi, Thumper and 
Flower emerge from their 
dens after a long winter, 
so does the entirety of 
Fairbanks pour out of 
their holes wanting to 
talk with everybody. They 
want to bike, to bar, to 
ski, to see their friends, to 
soak up sun, to walk their 
babies, to be outside with 
no hat and mittens... oh! 
and to have sex.

Maybe it’s more biological 
than anything, like our 
Disney friends ditching 
their bros and sneaking 
off into the clover thicket. 
But it is no secret that 
Fairbanksans get a taste 
of spring sunshine and 
roam around town like 
wild beasts.

It’s not just the sex that 
puts us into a frenzy of 
animal instinct, though. 
Everything is affected. 
Homework is simply no 
longer feasible. We go out 
almost every night of the 
week. 

We have more energy for 
exercise	 (which	 makes	
us even more appealing 
to the roving beasts). 
We make friends. We 
remember hobbies we 
love to do. We forget 
that we need to take 
Vitamin D supplements. 
It is a time full of extra 
energy all around, and 
collaboration with others 
is like the combining of 
superpowers.

I’m not saying it is, exactly, 
a happy time, but that it 
is simply intense. How 

many people do you know 
have broken up with a 
serious partner recently? 
Or that have planned or 
are undergoing a major 
life altering event, like a 
move? The heavy air of 
winter burns away with 
the sunshine, and all the 
pent up antziness moves 
unchecked in one fixed 
direction—out.

I’m sure I don’t have 
to remind you of the 
precautions, but some 
of you will pretend that 
there are none, so I will 
remind you anyway.

1. Beware of rebounding, 
roving beasts with 
much sexual prowess at 
their disposal. Doesn’t 
necessarily mean avoid 
them, just make them 
slow down and prove to 
you that they realize you 
are, in fact, human.

2. Be aware of your own 
sexual powers. Stop 
and communicate your 
intentions honestly. You 
may be surprised how 
similar they are to the 
other, which will make 
things much easier of it 
doesn’t work out.

3. We still have a month 
left of school! Enough 
said.

4. If you are not sure how 
to go about riding this 
wave of energy, just pull 
out the things you love to 
do. Do them, and the rest 
will fall into place.

5. All the usual..birth 
control, STD protection, 
etc...Spring doesn’t have 
to tolerate stupidity.

6. Finally, if you are lucky 
enough to meet someone 
you would want to spend 
more than a night in the 
clover thicket with, don’t 
treat them like the beast. 
(See	#1	and	#2)

Spring fever is upon us. 
It is relentless. It can be 
harsh, but also loving. 
Those of you that are 
still with your mate and 
keeping your head about 
you: good for you! But 
you are still welcome to 
come join the rest of us 
on the wave of craziness. 
Have you ever been on 
an old-school merry-go-
round that is just plain 
overflowing with people? 
The more the merrier, 
right? Really, that is what 
it is all about.

Emily Russell

Sun Star Columnist

At 4:30 in the afternoon on 
Wednesday of last week, 
a soldier opened fire at 
Fort Hood military post in 
Killeen, Texas. 

With that, another three 
people were added to 
the list of those that have 
been massacred by an 
American citizen who 
legally acquired a gun. 

While this tragedy was 
widely reported, few 
Americans realize that 
since the beginning of this 
year, an average of over 
28 people have died every 
day from gun-related 
violence. Unfortunately 
we don’t hear those 
stories very often.

The gunman, identified as 
Ivan Lopez, killed three 
people and injured 16 
before taking his own life.

Lopez served in the Iraq 
war, had a self-reported 
brain injury upon return 
from Iraq, and was 
being evaluated for post-
traumatic stress disorder.

He had been diagnosed 
with depression and 
was prescribed Ambien, 
a sleep aid, along with 
anti-anxiety and anti-
depression medications.

Lopez purchased his 
.45-caliber Smith & 
Wesson semiautomatic 
pistol at Guns Galore, the 
same store where Nidal 
Malik Hasan purchased 
the firearm he used to kill 

13 people at Fort Hood in 
2009. 

Legislation backed by the 
National Rifle Association 
barred commanding 
officers at Fort Hood and 
at every military base in 
the country from asking 
about privately owned 
firearms kept off base.

The NRA ensured that 
the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2011 
would “protect the privacy 
and Second Amendment 
rights of gun-owning 
military personnel and 

percent, while the number 
of guns in circulation 
in America is far more 
astounding. 

Out of those 37 percent of 
Americans who have guns 
in their homes 62 percent 
admitted to having more 
than one. 

In fact, there are anywhere 
from 270-310 million 
legally owned guns in 
America. With a total 
population of 313 million, 
there are enough guns in 
America for every man, 
woman, and child to pack 

Americans. 

Self-defense is an 
argument that is made 
frequently but the fact is 
that guns in the home are 
22 times more likely to 
be involved in accidental 
shootings, homicides, 
or suicide than for self 
defense. 

Approximately half of all 
households that contain 
a gun do not keep the gun 
safely locked up, leading 
to an unnecessary amount 
of accidental shootings.

These stories and 
statistics demonstrate 
an irresponsible and 
apathetic approach to 
gun control in America. 

Since the start of this 
year 4,327 people have 
been injured and 2,660 
have been killed by gun 
violence in America. 

And it’s only April.

Today in Alaska a bill 
is moving through the 
Senate to allow students 
with concealed weapon 
permits to carry their 
firearms throughout 
campus and store them in 
their dorm rooms. 

If massacres can occur 
at such tightly secured 
places like Fort Hood, 
what is to stop a UAF 
student from adding to 
the gun-related death toll 
in America?

Emily Russell is a Northern Studies masters student who grew up in New York, attended 
boarding school in Massachusetts and went to college in Maine. Her column incorporates 
stories from the Outside and combines them with inward looking personal reflections.

Guns on Campus: Let’s Aim for the Right Target

Pat Gamble

Guest Opinion 

Recently chided by a well-
meaning citizen for not 
arguing against SB176 
(I	 had,	 in	 fact,	 declared	
clearly to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee that, 
as written then and now, 
the University of Alaska 
Board of Regents would 
not support the bill, but 
no matter), I asked myself:  
“Argue against what?”

I am a gun user. 

I believe in the 
Constitution’s Second 
Amendment rights. I 
respect the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation of 
the Second Amendment.

And I am duty-bound 
to insure the university 
complies with state law. 
Therein lies the real issue.

UA’s objection to 
preempting current board 
policy regarding guns on 
campus is both legal and 
legislative. 

The Supreme Court 
ruled on the Second 
Amendment in a 2008 
case that also affirmed 
states could legislate 
restrictions on firearms 
in sensitive places that 
warranted extra concern 
for the common good.

In adopting the 1994 
amendment to Alaska’s 
constitutional right to 
bear arms, Alaskans were 
assured that restrictions 
like the following would 
not be affected:

Concealed carry for 
people under 21;

Concealed carry in 
residences, without the 
express permission of an 
adult resident;

Loaded firearms in places 

where intoxicating liquor 
is served;

Possession in childcare 
facilities;

Possession in court 
system facilities;

Possession in domestic 
violence/sexual assault 
shelters;

Possession in schools 
from pre-school through 
secondary school.

Legislatures since 
1994 have consistently 
reaffirmed their intent 
to provide that extra 
measure of both security 
and safety. They remain 
the law in Alaska.

University campuses are 
complex communities 
and share the same risk 
sensitivities. Campus 
living space is limited and 
shared. 

Last fall, 29 percent of 
students enrolled in for-
credit courses were under 
21 years of age. 

Liquor may be served in 
campus pubs and is legally 
present in dormitories. 
Both UAA and UAF have 
childcare facilities.

Most importantly, K-12 
students regularly attend 
our 16 campuses in large 
numbers, sometimes 
in extended residential, 
enrichment and college 
prep programs, often 
daily after school. 

Universities are both 
schools and workplaces 
where responsible, 
irresponsible, healthy and 
troubled students and 
employees live and work 
side by side.  

Disciplinary and 
academic tensions are 
adjudicated on a daily 
basis. Campuses maintain 
laboratories containing 
explosive and hazardous 

materials. 

To remain consistent with 
state law, the UA Board 
of Regents holds that the 
aforementioned firearm 
restrictions should 
therefore apply. 

If not, why not? If the law 
indicates that common 
sensitive areas be offered 
special protection off 
campus, why would UA 
campuses be different?

Alaska state laws 
place a clear burden of 
responsibility on the 
board to maintain what’s 
called a legal standard of 
care. 

That standard includes 
policies aimed at 
ensuring basic safety. 
We	 are	 currently	 (and	
would still be under 
SB176) financially liable 
for incidents involving 
firearms. 

Adding many more 
firearms throughout UA 
and expecting that the 
legal standard of care will 
remain the same, or as 
some argue, improve, is 
faulty logic.

 That conclusion is further 
validated by the higher 
premium estimates of 
companies that carry our 
liability insurance, whose 
business it is to assess 
risk, and who also take 
exception to the SB176 
solution.

SB176 does not address 
the ambiguities created by 
the application of the law 
to UA.  Besides liability it 
would, for example, deny 
the board any meaningful 
authority to regulate 
armed individuals on UA 
premises. 

The bill significantly 
impacts UA’s ability to 
manage firearm risk 
proactively.

Continuing an escalating 
gun debate that fails to 
clarify the legal issues 
and thus continues 
indefinitely serves no 
purpose other than to 
cast a chilly pall over the 
thriving UA academic 
environment we work to 
maintain for current and 
potential faculty, staff and 
students.

So let’s do this. Decide 
once and for all whether 
UA campuses legally 
fit the select firearm 
restrictions already 
approved by the voters 
and make the results clear 
in the legislation.

If conditions on UA 
campuses are determined 
to be similar to existing 
legal restrictions, then 
let’s accept the wisdom of 
regents past who had to 
deal with this same issue, 
accept that they did it in 
accordance within the 
laws of the state, and that 
they got it right.

Pat Gamble is president of 
the 16-campus University 
of Alaska System. He served 
in many positions within 
the U.S. Air Force, retiring 
as a four-star general as 
commander of the Pacific 
Air Forces. As a fighter 
pilot, he flew 394 combat 
missions in Vietnam and 
is the recipient of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
and other military honors.  
He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics 
from Texas A & M 
University and a Master of 
Business Administration 
from Auburn University.

Jason Hersey is a 29-year-old UAF 
graduate student. He is currently 
seeking a Master’s in Secondary 
Education.

their families.”

As admirable it is for the 
NRA to protect the privacy 
rights of Americans, 
what has the NRA done 
to protect the military 
personnel and their 
families from people like 
Ivan Lopez? 

The NRA is essentially 
valuing the privacy of 
Americans over their 
safety.

There is currently no 
national database for gun 
ownership in America, 
so it is impossible to get 
accurate numbers that 
could inform debates.

Polls provide rough 
estimates for how many 
households have guns, 
estimated to be around 37 

heat.

I have eaten my fair 
share of moose, caribou, 
ptarmigan, and even bear 
since moving to Alaska a 
year and a half ago and 
I appreciate the tradition 
and subsistence hunting 
supports. 

But responsible hunters 
don’t bring their guns 
to public places, and 
don’t have any reason to. 
Only about 15 percent of 
Alaskans still go hunting 
today.

In the rest of America, 
only 6 percent of the 
population still goes 
hunting, which means 
that a vast majority of 
gun-toting Americans 
own guns because they 
just don’t trust other 

“Self-defense is an argument that is made 
frequently but the fact is that guns in the home are 
22 times more likely to be involved in accidental 
shootings, homicides, or suicide than for self 
defense.”
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5 Books they are making into movies this summer 

1 4 9

5 1 2

6 5 9 3

5 9 2 6

1 3 4

8 5 9 6

6 1 3 7

6 2 5

3 2 6

Puzzle 20 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.34)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Fri Aug 30 23:32:20 2013 GMT. Enjoy!

2 3

3 1 4

2 6 4 7 1

5 7 8

7 3 2 6

1 9 5

4 7 6 5 3

8 9 6

8 9

Puzzle 13 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.68)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Fri Aug 30 23:53:53 2013 GMT. Enjoy!

The Fault in 
our stars 

1.

The MAZE 
RUNNER

2.

THE GIVER 3.

Gone Girl4.

If I stay 5.

Image submitted by Pabav Hulsurkar 

 Finan¢ial $ense: Spring 2014 Financial Aid 
Workshops

Thursdays from 1:05-1:55 GRUE 402

Topics to be discussed:
Mar 27: Interest 101 
Apr 3: What do you really pay? 
Apr 10: Paying for 2014-2015than 
Apr 17: Understanding Credit 
Apr 24: Bad Credit Costs 
May 1: Student Loan Repayment

Website for Additional Information: http://www.uaf.edu/
finaid/workshops/
Contact Information for Additional Questions: 
Ashley Munro at the Financial Aid Office
T: (907) 474-1934    E: ashley.munro@



PLOT YOUR
PATH!

Be sure to get the
classes you need to
complete your degree on
time. Take online classes this
fall with Kenai Peninsula College!

Public 
registration 

open
April 21!

At KPC, quality is our top priority!

Find out why KPC is a University of Alaska leader in 
E-Learning, offering more than 130 high-quality online 
classes this fall.

Want even more options?

KPC is offering more than 50 online classes this summer! Register 
now! And don’t forget to check out KPC’s new residence hall at
www.kpcreslife.com.

K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  C O L L E G E

The University of Alaska is an AA/EEO employer & educational institution.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KPC.ALASKA.EDU
OR CALL US AT 1.877.262.0330

K P C  I S  U A  O N  T H E  K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A !


