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The 

41st Festival of Native Arts 
celebrates culture at UAF

continue to page 9

continue to page 3

Keith Mallard is the new police 
chief at UAFPD. Photo courtesy 
the UAF Cornerstone. 

New UAFPD 
chief hired after 
months-long 
search 
Tal Norvell

Sun Star Reporter

Keith Mallard has been 
hired as UAF’s new police 
chief, ending the nearly 
year long search to fill the 
position.

The 42-year-old was col-
onel of the Alaska State 
Troopers before becom-
ing UAFPD chief and has 
19 years of law enforce-
ment experience. 

Mallard is married with 
two children, was born 
in Nevada and moved 
around frequently grow-
ing up. 

Most of his youth was 
spent in Caldwell, Idaho.

“I was kind of a rambunc-
tious kid and got to meet 
the local police quite a 
bit growing up,” Mallard 
said, “With all that being 
said, I still had this inner 
desire to serve others.”

The character of law 
enforcement officers 
Mallard dealt with in his 
youth rubbed off on him. 

“I saw something in those 
men, coming in and out 
of my life,” Mallard said.

“They were protecting me 
and my family. They were 
trying to make our world 
a better place.”

Mallard served in the 
U.S. Navy, later return-
ing to Idaho to take his 
first police job as deputy 
sheriff in his hometown 
Caldwell. 

Mallard said he wants to 
be an active support in 
the campus community.

“I’ve had such an incred-
ibly blessed career, it just 
seems right to give back 
to what’s really the next 
generation of leaders in 
our state,” Mallard said. 

Like us on Facebook!Tweet us! @ uafsunstar Find us on YouTube!
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Two perfomers dance during the Sleeping Lady drum group at the 41st Festival of Native Arts. Feb. 1, 2014. Elika Roohi/Sun Star
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8 team members quit after UAF Cheer coach resigns 

Running Club North hosts 2nd annual 
Snowshoe Scramble

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

Approximately 20 people 
showed up to the west 
entrance of the Reichardt 
Building for a race that 
covered a quarter of a 
mile in snow shoes.

The second annual Snow-
shoe Scramble started 
at 11 a.m. and had two 
components. The first 
part was a non-competi-
tive 1/4 mile run around 
the Troth Yeddha’ Park, 
which is located between 
the Reichardt Building 
and University of Alaska 
Museum of the North. 

continue to page 6Susan Paskvan and her dog, Rin, travel alongside Yukon Drive in the Snowshow Scramble on          
Saturday, March 1. Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star

continued on pg. 3 

UAF Shuttle mobile 
tracker still unknown 
to some after 

starting up 4 years 
ago

Monica Combs

Sun Star Contributor

 

Are you tired of waiting 
around for that campus 
shuttle? Wish that you 
had some kind of track-
ing device?

The phone application is 
not well publicized, but 
there is an app that shows 
movements of UAF cam-
pus buses. 

continue to page 3 

Staff Report

Over 5,000 people 
attended the 41st Festi-
val of Native Arts this past 
weekend on campus.

The event was coordinat-
ed by senior Alaska Native 
Studies and Rural Devel-
opment and FNA Stu-
dent Coordinator Sarah 

Walker. This was Walker’s 
fourth and final year coor-
dinating the event.

“I really liked this year’s 
festival and volunteers,” 
Walker said.  “They come 
up with great ideas and I 
like to make them a pos-
sibility.” 

Walker manages all of the 
events, handles schedul-
ing and recruits volun-
teers for the festival.

Twenty-two groups per-
formed at the events 
throughout the three-day 
weekend, which started 
Thursday with work-
shops. 

The workshops included 
beading, Tlingit danc-
ing, language lessons and 
Aukutaq making. Auku-
taq, sometimes called 
Eskimo ice cream, is ice 
cream made from fat and 

berries.

Performances began 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and 
continued Friday. 

The final performances 
started at 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, after the Dena 
Film Celebration earlier 
that day. Films included 
documentaries and short 
films.

Walker said she has got-

ten positive feedback 
from this year’s festival. 
“People say it went very 
well and they’re glad we 
had a great line of dance,” 
she said.

The Festival of Native 
Arts is an annual event on 
campus that celebrates 
Alaska Native culture and 
art.

Lakeidra Chavis

Sun Star Reporter

Heather Pyland was ter-
minated from her posi-

tion as head coach of the 
UAF Cheer team on Val-
entine’s Day. 

Since her resignation, 
eight members of the 
20-person cheer squad 

have quit.

The termination was due 
to a post Pyland made 
on her personal Face-
book page in late January, 
according to Pyland.

She posted a “rant” that 
criticized “helicopter par-
ents” and contained some 
coarse language, Pyland 
said. 

An individual saw the post 

and filed a complaint.

Pyland disabled the Face-
book profile a few days 

The second part was the 
scramble in which par-
ticipants dug in the snow 
until they found bags 
that contained prizes. 
Event Coordinator Pete 
Pinney, who is also the 
Vice Chancellor for Rural, 
Community and Native 
Education, said there 
were approximately 25 
prizes that people could 
find including backpacks, 
hand warmers and even 
candy.

More than 20 people 
showed up for the event, 
including Mechanical 
Engineering student Ally 
Wardell, who said the last 
time she snowshoed was 
in elementary school. 
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Police Blotter

Shae Bowman

Sun Star Reporter

 

February 18- Intoxicated 
residents

The Bartlett Resident 
Director contacted UAF 
police about two intoxi-
cated students in the 
Bartlett dorms. 

Both of the individuals 
were transported to Fair-
banks Correctional Cen-
ter for sleep off.

February 19- Student 
banned

A campus officer on foot 

patrol found a women 
sleeping in the 24-hour 
study area. 

When the officer ran the 
woman’s name in the UAF 
system, her information 
was not available, and the 
officer thought she was 
not affiliated with UAF.

She was banned from 
UAF, but the next day, the 
ban was removed when 
her identify was verified.

February 19- Package 
deal

The UAF post office con-
tacted the UAF Police 
Department because 
they had a package that 
smelled like marijuana.

 When a campus offi-
cer arrived, the man the 
package was addressed to 
had been attempting to 
pick up the package. 

The officer obtained 
a search warrant and 
found a small amount of 
marijuana. The man was 
issued a summons to 
appear in court for mis-
conduct involving a con-
trolled substance.

February 20- Open win-
dow

A campus officer on 
foot patrol observed an 
open window with a fan 
in the window in Ste-
vens Hall. Because of the 

cold weather, the officer 
thought it was suspicious 
and investigated. 

The officer found that 
the residents of the room 
had drug paraphernalia 
and the items were con-
fiscated. Residence Life is 
handling the situation as 
a policy violation.

February 22- Second 
offenders

A campus officer on foot 
patrol found an intoxicat-
ed woman in the Moore-
Bartlett-Skarland Lobby.

The female was given a 
summons for minor con-
suming alcohol. 

The following day, the 
woman and a man were 
intoxicated and found by 
a different police officer in 
the Moore Lobby. 

The woman was given 
a second summons for 
MCA, the man was given 
a summons for MCA and 
both were given warnings 
for disorderly conduct.

MAN ON THE STREET 

“My favorite part was the 
dance groups. Friday when 
the two guys were dancing 
and then they were all up 
there.”

 -Ivik Henry, 19, freshman

What was your favorite part of the Festival of Native 
Arts and why?

“My favorite thing is see-
ing so many people. There 
is a lot of diversity you 
wouldn’t usually see.”

 -Wyatt Hoyes, 16, Lathrop 
High junior

“Setting up the potluck was 
the best part. We had over 30 
kinds of food from all over 
Alaska.” 

-Tina Brower, 20, sophomore, 
UAF Festival of Native Arts - 
Potluck Chair

“The food and snacks 
were my favorite. Dancing 
was good too.”

-Joe Topkok, 9, Fairbanks

By Julia and Scott Taylor 

Kaz Alvarez 

Sun Star Reporter

Senators present

Matthew Carrick, Kemper 
Chabotte, Eli Barry-Gar-
land, Brix Hahn, Jordyn 
Houlton, Cordero Reid, 
Shane Poindexter, Ashley 
Strauch, Daniel Strigle, 
Sarah Walker, Lida Zakur-
daew, Mickey Zakurdaew

Officers present

Michael Mancill

Officers absent

Ayla O’Scannell

Guests

Chas Jones, Christin 
Anderson, Leonard Kjera, 
Devlin Ryan, Jasper Jack-
son, Michael Sicone, 
Courtney Enright.

Career workshops

A group of 15 graduate 
and undergraduate stu-
dents intend to provide a 
one-day career workshop 
for UAF students. Chas 
Jones, Ph.D. candidate 
in Northern Engineer-
ing & International Arctic 
Research Center acted as 
spokesman for the group. 
The workshop will be led 
by Alaina Levine, Presi-
dent of Quantum Success 
Solutions. 

Several of the organizers 
have already participated 
in workshops provided by 
Levine. The group solic-
ited support from other 
academic departments 
and received interest 
from a few of the depart-

ments contacted. Jones 
explained that the $2,000 
would go primarily to 
catering and lodging. The 
workshop is scheduled to 
take place April 7 and will 
be open for all students to 
attend.

Parkour training

Representatives from the 
parkour club attended the 
senate meeting to support 
a bill that will cover trav-
el expenses of Benjamin 
George, tricking trainer, 
to Alaska. 

Zakurdaew requested a 
few words about the train-
ers. Anderson responded 
with details regarding his 
expertise and skills. “He’s 
our age but very quali-
fied,” Anderson said. “He 
is only asking for travel 
funding to do the work-
shop for anyone interest-
ed in attending.”

Student Regent

Enright brought an update 
on statewide news. In the 
previous meeting, she 
alerted the senate that 
a bill that would over-
ride the Board of Regents 
policy regarding guns on 
campus had been intro-
duced simultaneously to 
the House and Senate.

She suggested opinions 
be shared with public 
senators. UA President Pat 
Gamble will be testifying 
to the house March 4-5. 

In addition, the budget for 
the UA system has been 
finalized and cut by $1 
million, on top of a $14.9 
million cut from Gover-
nor Sean Parnell. 

The cut is made to opera-
tional funding and affects 
maintenance and class-
rooms. The House and 
Senate will add money 

back in, but it will be ear-
marked for specific pro-
grams, not operational 
expenses. Enright encour-
aged students and sena-
tors to submit testimony 
March 4-5.

Communications to Sen-
ate

Strigle responded to 
questions raised about 
presiding officers and the 
chain of command during 
meetings. 

When Strigle is absent, 
Barry-Garland is next in 
the chain of command 
to be presiding officer 
as chair of the Executive 
Committee, followed by 
Carrick, the chair of the 
Internal Affairs Commit-
tee. 

When Carrick took on the 
role of presiding officer in 
previous meetings, Barry-
Garland was absent or 
had turned it over to Car-
rick. After reviewing the 
minutes following com-
plaints, Strigle found no 
malfeasance or mistakes 
in Carrick’s behavior.

Strigle encouraged sena-
tors to consult him if they 
are interested in presid-
ing officer training. Car-
rick repeatedly expressed 
interest to Strigle and was 
being given every oppor-
tunity.

Strigle also addressed 
conflict from the previous 
meeting regarding Club 
Council funding. 

Senators are not required 
to pass a bill if they feel that 
information is missing or 
something is wrong. They 
cannot be charged with 
malfeasance or impeach-
ment. “If someone threat-
ens you with malfeasance 
or impeachment or other-
wise, they are out of line,” 
Strigle said.

Committee reports

The Internal Affairs 
Committee discharged 
the appointment of Dil-
lon Ball with recom-
mendation for adoption. 
The appointment was 
moved to confirmation of 
appointments. 

The Student Affairs Com-
mittee was unable to dis-
cuss funding for Humans 
vs. Zombies without com-
ment from Christopher 
Clement. 

The committee did look 
at “SB 182-007: Fund-
ing for safety training for 
the Parkour Club” and 
“SB 182-009: Purchas-
ing of ASUAF Merchan-
dise.” Some changes were 
made to the parkour bill, 
to include multiple train-
ings for students rather 
than a single training. The 
committee removed spe-
cific references to items to 
leave options open based 
on prices and availability 
in SB 182-009. 

The bills were discharged 
with a favorable recom-
mendation to adopt. The 
Public Relations Com-
mittee discussed the pre-
med bill and made a few 
changes but did not make 
quorum and was unable 
to do official business.

Confirmation of Appoint-
ments

Zakurdaew motioned to 
table the appointment of 
Ball to the senate until the 
next meeting. He was sec-
onded by Barry-Garland. 
The motion passed 8-1-0.

Parkour training II

The bill was opened for 
discussion. Mickey Zakur-
daew requested clarifica-
tion on the trainer’s quali-
fications to provide safety 

training. “He has a lot of 
experience doing spotting 
gymnastics, which is what 
we need,” Christin said.

 The trainer is expected to 
arrive late April or early 
May to provide a series 
of workshops to all inter-
ested UAF students. Reid 
asked how the workshops 
will be advertised. 

Kjera detailed the club’s 
plans to advertise a month 
prior with flyers, and open 
a sign-up list two weeks 
prior to the workshop.

The bill was put to a vote 
and passed 10-0-1. Hahn 
abstained.

Purchase of merchandise

Chabotte put support 
behind the bill pointing 
out that many freshmen 
do not know what ASUAF 
is or does. Mickey Zakur-
daew requested clarifi-
cation on the cost of the 
banners since that is not 
specified in the bill. 

“The cost varies based on 
what you want,” Carrick 
said. He estimated that 
a good-looking banner 
would cost about $80. 

The bill was altered slight-
ly from its original word-
ing to remove references 
to specific merchandise 
items. This was done to 
provide flexibility. The bill 
was put to a vote, and was 
passed unanimously.

Other business

Zakurdaew motioned to 
cancel the meeting on 
March 16, the first Sun-
day of Spring Break. Bar-
ry-Garland seconded the 
motion. 

The bill requires a two-
thirds vote. The motion 
passed 10-0-1. Hahn 
abstained.

The Police Blotter is compiled using the UAF Police Department’s daily case reports available on their website, and additional interviews with 
members of the UAFPD. 
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Students weigh in on required meal plans 

Tal Norvell

Sun Star Reporter

Some students object 
to UAF’s policy requir-
ing most dorm dwellers 
to purchase a meal plan 
from Dining Services.

“I absolutely don’t like it,” 
said 19-year-old Art stu-
dent and campus resident 
Lauren Fisher. 

Only graduate students, 
Cutler Apartment resi-
dents and Sustainable Vil-
lage residents are exempt.

 Everyone else must pay 
for a meal plan ranging 
from $1,810 to $2,250 
each semester, accord-
ing to the latest Dining 
Services Application and 
Agreement.

Fisher said Dining Ser-
vices and Residence Life 
are trying to take charge 
of student nutritional rou-
tines.

Fisher says meal plans 
should be optional for all 

students, allowing them 
to “take responsibility for 
their own eating habits.”

A lack of kitchen space in 
residence halls and stu-
dent nutritional needs are 
justifications for required 
meal plans, according to 
UAF Contracts Manager 
Pamm Zierfuss-Hubbard.

“You may think that you 
can eat off a hot plate in 
your room for an entire 
semester when really, 
you’re not getting a bal-
anced meal out of it,” 
Zierfuss-Hubbard said in 
general reference to fresh-
men and sophomores. 

“We’re here to educate 
you. We’re also housing 
you; we’ve got to feed you 
a balanced meal so that 
your mom and dad don’t 
worry about it.”

History and Russian Stud-
ies student Melinda Relph 
has allergies and said 
most of the food at the 
Lola Tilly Commons has 
cheese in it, which she 
cannot eat. 

“I would rather have the 
option of cooking for 
myself,” Relph said.

Residents who don’t want 
a meal plan must provide 
medical documentation 
to be exempt from the 
policy, according to Zier-
fuss-Hubbard. 

“We have chefs and nutri-
tionists on staff whose 
entire job is to make sure 
we have something here 

from $1,810 to $2,250 per 
semester.

“I think it’s ridiculous 
that freshmen and soph-
omores have to pay for 
the more expensive meal 
plans,” said 21-year-
old Geophysics student 
Amanda Mcpherson.

Mcpherson is a junior 

The required meal plan 
policy will remain, but 
Zierfuss-Hubbard said 
she will listen to student 
feedback when adjusting 
prices.

One student said the meal 
plan selection should be 
improved.

“I just wish I had more 
flexibility,” said 19-year-
old Mechanical Engineer-
ing student Erik Grazulis.

 “Maybe a few other plans 
that gave me more control 
over my meal plan even if 
they weren’t necessarily 
cheaper.”

Another student said he’s 
not upset about having to 
purchase a meal plan.

“It doesn’t bother me that 
much,” 19-year-old Geol-
ogy student Alonzo Gage 
said, “The college is both 
an education system and 
a business. It has to have a 
way to support itself.”

“I’m paying for the meal 
plan myself,” Mcpher-
son said. “Not everyone 
is coming to campus on 
their daddy’s money.”

continued from cover UAF Shuttle mobile tracker 

Golden Heart 
City News Wire

Junior, Andrea Perec-
gao, expressed her anger 
towards the unknown 
app. 

“The school should have 
put up posters or some-
thing to advertise the 
phone app; how in the hell 
are we suppose to know 
about it when there are 
no advertisements? The 
shuttle tracker screens 
don’t even work half the 
time, so it would be useful 
to have a phone app.” 

The bus shuttle applica-
tion was created specifi-
cally for UAF students. 

A screenshot of the UAF Campus Shuttle tracker available on both web and mobile, at uafshuttle.com. The screen shows a real-time map of the different shuttle’s location, 
and a side bar to the right of their next stop. 

Mallard said he appreci-
ates the dedicated mem-
bers of UAFPD, but wants 
them to be more “custom-
er service oriented.”

“There’s this perception 
that you can’t approach 
the police,” Mallard said. 
“The reality is there’s 
nobody here that’s not 
open to someone coming 
to them with questions.”

When not working, Mal-
lard enjoys cross-country 
skiing, mountain biking, 
hunting, fishing and going 
camping with his family. 

Mallard was official-
ly hired two weeks ago, 
replacing Sean McGee 
who retired last spring.

continued from cover 

UAFPD 

chief hired 

continued from cover UAF Cheer 
after her resignation.

On Feb. 14, Pyland met 
with Vice Chancellor of 
Student and Univer-
sity Advancement Mike 
Sfraga, in which she was 
asked to leave her vol-
unteer position as head 
coach. 

Since the position was 
volunteer-based, she was 
not fired.

“I understand their point 
of view, but... I was nev-
er asked why I wrote it, 
nothing, it was just a ‘see 
you later’,” Pyland said, 
adding that her meeting 
with Sfraga was, “basical-
ly about three minutes.”

No one from the Athletics 
Department, including 
Director of Athletics Gary 
Gray contacted Pyland 
before or after the inci-
dent, according to Pyland. 

Gray said that he was out 
of town and didn’t return 
until after, but knew 
something was going to 
happen that Friday.

Since her resignation, 
numerous calls and texts 
about the situation haves 
caused her to change 
some of her personal 
information. 

“I was bombarded with 
texts,” Pyland said. She 
has since changed her 

phone number

Her resignation has divid-
ed the cheer team.

Twenty-three-year-old 
student Clint McElfresh, 
who has been a part of 
the team for almost two 
years, quit following her 
resignation.

McElfresh found out the 
following Monday after 
Pyland resigned. 

The team had an official 
meeting on Tuesday with 
Gray to discuss why.

“This whole situation 
could’ve been handled 
differently,” McElfresh 
said. “It was my personal 

choice, I didn’t feel it was 
right to go without our 
coach to nationals. We’ve 
all put hard work in, the 
time and energy and so 
did she as well.  I feel it’s 
her right to go, as much 
[as] it’s our right to go.”

Pyland was the travel and 
purchasing coordinator 
for the College of Natural 
Science and Mathemat-
ics, and began volunteer-
ing as head coach when 
the team began in 2011. 

She officially left the her 
job at CNSM this past Fri-
day.

She’s military dependent 
and was scheduled to 

leave the state at the end 
of March, after the cheer 
team went to nationals. 

Due to her termination as 
head coach, Pyland left 
the state this Tuesday, 
March 4.

Cheer team Assistant 
Coach CeCe Borries is 
currently the interim 
coach for the team. The 
team competes at nation-
als March 22.

“I started this team and 
I only want to see them 
succeed and do well. I 
love those kids,” Pyland 
said.

who no longer resides on 
campus but has a meal 
plan. 

She said meal plans 
shouldn’t be mandatory 
because they represent 
extra cost for students 
who already pay resi-
dence fees.

Revised meal plans for all 
campus residents, regard-
less of degree year, will be 
available when the new 
dining area in the William 
Ransom Wood Center is 
complete, according to 
Zierfuss-Hubbard.

to feed you,” she said.

Budget priced meal plans 
are available to Cutler 
residents, who have their 
own kitchens, and Wick-
ersham hall residents, 
and junior, senior and 
graduate students. 

For $655 or $1,200 per 
semester, these optional 
plans are “Munch Mon-
ey” based, meaning they 
can be used at any dining 
location on campus.

 Freshmen and sopho-
mores can choose a plan 

“Not everyone is coming to campus on 
their daddy’s money.”

- Amanda Mcpherson, Geophysics student

The iPhone version was 
launched in May 2010, 
and the Android version 
was released a year lat-
er in April, according to 
Shannon Thomas, a tech 

years ago the department 
added live tracking fea-
tures to the app, which 
seems far more popular. 
It shows the shuttle posi-
tions more accurately and 

about the bus app, but I 
think it’s really cool if the 
school has it.”

Junior, Cordero Reid 
found out about the shut-

since there is always a bus 
coming around every 15 
minutes.”

Though there are no 
specific numbers for the 
shuttle tracker module, 
according to general sta-
tistics, 7,500 people were 
active users of the UAF 
mobile app last month. 
That’s more than half of 
UAF students, but most 
students are using it 
unaware of the shuttle 
application within the 
UAF mobile app.

specialist on campus.

“Initially, this first ver-
sion was based on a bus 
schedule with set arriv-
al and departure times 
only,” Thomas said. “Two 

updates quickly.”

Although she rides shut-
tles five days a week, 
junior Grace Singh had 
never heard of the mobile 
tracker. “I had no idea 

tle app in spring 2012 
through mutual friends 
and used it for 3 months, 
but gave up on it. “It was 
laggy and buggy to use, so 
I stopped dealing with it. I 
rather just wait for the bus 

“The shuttle tracker screens don’t even work half the time, so 
it would be useful to have a phone app.”

-Andrea Perecogao, student

42nd annual Iditarod 
race underway 
The 42nd Iditarod began 
on Saturday. The ceremo-
nial start took place at 11 
a.m. in Anchorage, and 
the real start began in Wil-
low on Sunday afternoon.

The race that stretches 
from Anchorage to Nome 
is just over 1,000 miles 
long, and 69 mushers are 
competing this year.

Funeral held for former 
governor 
Former governor Mike 
Stepovich’s funeral took 
place on Friday at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral. Stepov-
ich died on Feb. 14 at age 
94. 

He was the last presiden-
tially-appointed governor 
of Alaska, and the first 
governor to be born in the 
state. He was influential 
in getting Alaska’s state-
hood. - News-Miner

Oscar
winners announced

“12 Years a Slave” won 
Best Picture at the 86th 
Academy Awards on Sun-
day, March 2. 

Other winners includ-
ed Best Actress Cate 
Blanchett, Best Actor 
Matthew McConaughey, 
Best Supporting Actress 
Lupita Nyong’o, Best Sup-
porting Actor Jared Leto, 
Best Animated Feature 
“Frozen” and Best Direct-
ing to Gravity, directed by 
Alfonso Cuaron.

Master Plan for Sustain-
ability looking for stu-
dent input
The university is currently 
working on a Master Plan 
for Sustainability on cam-
pus, according to the UAF 
Cornerstone. 

The Office of Sustainabil-
ity is currently looking for 
student input and have a 
survey available online. 
Students can contact Erik 
Williams at erwilliams3@
alaska.edu, for questions. 

Faculty expected to take 
on extra course load due 
to budget cuts
Due to the university’s 
struggling budget, faculty 
are being asked to take 
on higher course loads, 
according to a memo sent 
to faculty last Friday. 

The extra load would 
avoid an estimated $1M 
increase in tuitions and 
fees that would help with 
the rising costs of educa-
tion but smaller budgets. 

Compiled by Staff
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Q: What is acne exactly?  

A: Acne is the medical term 
for pimples. Pimples happen 
when pores get clogged with 
dead skin and oil, and bac-
teria build up. Then the skin 
gets inflamed and can turn 
red or swell.

Q: Is there anything I can do 
on my own to get rid of it?

A: Yes. The way you take care 
of your skin has a big effect 
on your acne. Here’s what 
you should do:

�Wash your face no more 
than twice a day. Use warm 
— not hot — water, and do 
not use harsh soaps. Instead, 
use a gentle non-soap facial 
skin cleanser.  Cetaphil liguid 
facial cleanser is an effective 
product. Dove soap without 
the fragrance is another. Do 
not scrub your face, because 
that can make acne worse 
and damage the skin.

�Do not pick or squeeze 
pimples. This can make acne 
worse and damage the skin. 
Plus it can lead to infections. 

�Avoid oil-based make-up and skin products. If you use a 
moisturizer for your face, a moisturizer labeled as “non-com-
edogenic” is often best.

Q: What about over the counter medicines for acne?

A: If you have mild acne, you can try non-prescription acne 
products.  Using more than one product at a time might be 
more effective than using one single product alone. If you 
don’t see any improvement after 3 months, or if you have 
moderate or severe acne, ask your doctor or nurse practitio-
ner for advice.

-
erties and also helps remove dead layers of skin.  This used 

using either alone as a treatment choice. 

can clog pores.

layers of skin.

the Australian Melaleuca alternifolia tree that possesses anti-
microbial and antiinflammatory properties. Two randomized 
controlled trials have investigated this agent for the manage-

oil exhibited a 44 percent reduction in total lesion counts, 
compared to a 12 percent reduction in the placebo group. In 

showed a significant reduction in acne lesions, but a slower 
onset of action occurred with tea tree oil therapy.

Q: How is acne medically treated?

A:  Health care providers can treat acne using different types 
of medicines. 

There is no one medicine or combination of medicines that 
works best for everyone. Instead, people often need to try 
different medicines until they find what works best for them. 
This may be a combination of medicines.

The prescription products include:

�Retinoids – Retinoids are medicines that help keep your 
pores unclogged. Most retinoids are available in a gel or 
cream that you put on your skin. Examples include treti-
noin (brand name: Retin-A). These medicines can also help 
improve dark spots on the skin caused by acne.

�Products that help skin shed – Products such as salicylic acid 
and glycolic acid help remove dead layers of skin. They can 
reduce acne by helping to unclog pores. 

�Antibiotics you put on the skin – Antibiotics reduce acne by 
killing the bacteria inside pimples. They also help decrease 
inflammation. These medicines include erythromycin, and 
clindamycin among others.

�Azelaic acid – Azelaic acid helps keep pores unclogged and 
can kill bacteria in pimples. Azelaic acid can also help to 
improve dark spots on the skin caused by acne.

�Antibiotics you take in a pill – Antibiotic pills work for the 

be stronger and can cause unpleasant side effects. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=aaa3963bb2&view=att&th=1443ed16726e3f7c&attid=0.1&disp=safe&realattid=f_hrrfyj8v0&zw
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Hockey clinches a playoff spot; 
Women’s Basketball loses final two games of season

Senior center and Business Administration student Cody Kunyk competes against his Ferris State opponent for the face-off.  Kurtis 
Gosney/Sun Star.

Men’s Basketball beats UAA with a last-second buzzer-beater

Senior forward and Justice student Andrew Kelly drives through two Alaska Anchorage defenders 
on his way to the basket. Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

Hockey

Last Friday and Saturday, 
the Alaska Nanooks Men’s 
Hockey team hosted the 
Ferris State Bulldogs, who 
were sitting in first place 
in the Western Colle-
giate Hockey Association. 
The Nanooks won both 
games, getting their third 
sweep in a row and sixth 
straight win.

The Nanooks won Fri-
day’s face-off, 4-1. Senior 
left wing and Business 
Administration student 
Colton Beck scored the 
game’s first goal only 34 
seconds into the first peri-
od, putting the Nanooks 
up 1-0. The Nanooks 
scored two more goals in 
the second period, cour-
tesy of sophomore right 
wing Nolan Huysmans 
and sophomore center 
Tyler Morley who are both 
Business Administration 
students. The Nanooks 
had a 3-1 lead at the end 
of the second period. 
Junior left wing Garrick 
Perry, who is a Communi-
cation student, scored the 
game’s final goal midway 
through the third period 
to give the Nanooks a 
4-1 lead and the victory. 
Junior goaltender and 
Business Administration 
student Sean Cahill fin-
ished the game with 26 
saves.

The Nanooks followed 
up Friday’s performance 

with a win on Saturday, 
5-3. The Bulldogs start-
ed things off with a goal 
when they had fewer 
players on the ice than 
the Nanooks, grabbing 
an early 1-0 lead. The 
Nanooks responded with 
a goal from senior center 
and Business Administra-
tion student Cody Kun-
yk, tying the game at 1-1. 
Junior defenseman and 
Mechanical Engineering 
student Trevor Campbell 
scored the next goal for 

the Nanooks in the sec-
ond period for a 2-1 lead. 
The Bulldogs scored a 
goal of their own about 
two minutes later to tie 
the game at 2-2 heading 
into the third period. The 
Nanooks scored three 
more goals in the third 
period to clinch the game. 
Senior left wing Colton 
Beck, freshman left wing 
Brandon Morley and Per-
ry scored one goal each in 
the period. Cahill finished 
the game with 21 saves.

The Nanooks have now 
clinched a spot in the 
Western Collegiate Hock-
ey Association playoffs 
and are in third place in 
the conference stand-
ings. Before this six-game 
winning streak, which 
began on Jan. 31 against 
Alabama Huntsville, the 
Nanooks were in ninth 
place out of 10 teams in 
the conference. Assistant 
coach Corbin Schmidt 
spoke after the game 
about his team’s turn-
around. “I think it was 

a belief thing,” Schmidt 
said. “Everybody kind of 
bought in and it’s really 
been since after Christ-
mas. Guys have kind of 
bought into everything 
we’ve been preaching. It’s 
a team game and we’re 
playing like a team.”

The Nanooks’ next and 
last series of the regular 
season will take place this 
Friday and Saturday as 
they host the University 
of Alaska Anchorage Sea-
wolves in the annual Gov-

ernor’s Cup. The games 
will take place at the Carl-
son Center at 7 p.m.

The Alaska Nanooks 
Women’s Basketball team 
played its final two games 
of the season on the road 
against the Montana State 
Billings Yellowjackets 
last Thursday and Seattle 
Pacific Falcons on Satur-
day.

The Nanooks lost to the 
Yellowjackets on Thurs-
day, 104-77.  Seven out 
of the Yellowjackets’ nine 
players scored more than 
10 points each in this 
game. Junior forward 
Kayleen Goggins was the 
game’s leading scorer 
with 23 points. Fresh-
man forward and Emer-
gency Management stu-
dent Kaillee Skjold scored 
20 points to lead the 
Nanooks.

The Nanooks ended their 
regular season with a loss 
to the Falcons on Satur-
day, 69-56. They were 
up 23-13 at one point in 
the first half, but the Fal-
cons went on a 12-2 scor-
ing run to tie the game 
at 25-25. The Falcons 
grabbed a 35-33 lead at 
halftime. The Falcons’ 
largest lead of the game 
was 69-55 with 1:20 left. 
Skjold finished the game 
with 12 points.

The Nanooks end their 
season with a record of 
9-17 overall and 3-15 in 
the Great Northwest Ath-
letic Conference.

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

Senior forward and Jus-
tice student Andrew Kelly 
made a lay-up as the clock 
expired in last Thursday’s 
game against the Alaska 
Anchorage Seawolves, 
giving the Nanooks the 
victory.

Last Thursday’s senior 
night against the Sea-
wolves started out like 
any other senior night. 

The Patty Center faithful 
honored six seniors 10 
minutes before the game 
started: Ronnie Baker, 
Dallen Bills, Kelly, Stefan 
Tica, Mike Stepovich and 
Sergej Pucar. 

Then the game tipped off 
with a three from UAA’s 
Colton Lauwers, putting 
the Seawolves a 3-0 lead. 

The Nanooks responded 
quickly with two straight 

three-point baskets in a 
row, taking a 6-3 lead. 

The Seawolves, however, 
regained the lead and 
pushed it out to 29-17, 
their largest lead of the 
half. 

The Nanooks responded 
again with a 12-2 run to 
cut the lead to 31-29 at 
halftime.

The Seawolves’ larg-
est lead of the second 
half, and the game, was 
63-50 with 7:47 left. The 
Nanooks cut that lead to 
five with another 8-0 scor-
ing run, the score now 
63-58. 

After the Seawolves got 
a 65-60 lead with 3:03 
left, the Nanooks scored 
another six points in a row 
to grab a 68-65 lead with 
24.5 seconds left. 

UAA’s Travis Thompson, 
then hit a three-pointer 
with 11 seconds left to tie 
the game at 68-68. 

Then, with under a sec-

ond left in the game and 
when people were think-
ing overtime, Andrew 
Kelly received an off-bal-
ance pass from guard and 
Communication student 
Ronnie Baker that came 
through two UAA defend-
ers and the rest was his-
tory. 

Kelly laid the ball up on 
the backboard and it went 
in for the basket, making 
more than 900 fans erupt 
for the game-winner. The 
final score of the game 
was 70-68.

Kelly finished the game 
with 14 points and a 
career-high 18 rebounds, 
including 10 offensive 
rebounds. Baker was the 
game’s leading scorer 
with 18 points. 

“It just happened,” Kelly 
said, after a press confer-
ence. “I was at the right 
place, right time. Ronnie 
made all the right moves 
and he just found me.”

The Nanooks finished the 

continued from cover 2nd annual Snowshoe Scramble

regular season with a 17-9 
record overall, 12-6 in the 
Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference and remain in 
third place in the confer-

“It was pretty fun actu-
ally,” Wardell said. “It’s 
something to do on a Sat-
urday morning, especial-
ly when you don’t have 
much else to do.” Wardell 
said that she would prob-
ably do this event again.

Pinney was quite pleased 
with this year’s turnout. 
“This is great,” Pinney 
said. “Just having it be a 
really comfortable atmo-
sphere, it’s really good.” 
Pinney also talked about 
what makes the event so 
special. “It’s fun,” he said. 
“It’s not a race so there’s 
no first or second place.”

Before and after the event, 
participants were treated 
with hot chocolate, cup-

cakes and a small fire to 
keep themselves warm 
and ready for the activi-
ties.

The scramble took place 
at the same time as the 
41st annual Festival of 
Native Arts, but it is not 
part of the actual festi-
val, according to Pinney. 
However, Pinney did say 
that they tried to sched-
ule this event at the same 
time of the festival last 
year, but were not able to 
do so because of “timing 
issues.” Despite not being 
part of the festival, Pin-
ney called the snowshoe 
scramble an “added ben-
efit.”

ence standings.

On Wednesday, March 
5, in Lacey, Washington 
the Nanooks will face 

off against the Montana 
State Billings Yellowjack-
ets in the first round of 
the GNAC Men’s Basket-
ball Championships.

Participants get ready for their quarter-mile long run around the Troth Yeddha’ Park. Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star
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“It’s Rock and Roll to 
play” All Ages Show 
Free
College Coffeehouse
Free all ages show 
with local bands: In-
so-Mania, Toasty Tris-
tahn and the Crispy 
Motherf**ckers, Joe 
Ransdell-Green And 
Granddad.

1. P.M. 
Keep the Cup Party 
Free
Wood Center
Pep rally to celebrate 
upcoming Governor’s 

Dept. of Geology & 
Geophysics Master of 
Science Defense
Elvey Auditorium, 
214 Elvey Building
Monitoring small 
scale explosive activ-
ity and how it relates  
to periods of height-
ened volcanic unrest. 

10 A.M7 P.M.

Weekly event 
highlights

UAF-UAA 
Governor’s 
Cup
The bi-annual two-
part hockey game 
where the Alaska Na-
nook Men’s Hockey 
team plays against the 
University of Alaska 
Anchorage Sea-
wolves. 

Gov. Cup Night 1
Free with student ID, 
but show up early be-
cause there is limited 
seating
7:07 p.m.
Carlson Center

Gov. Cup Night, part 
2
7:07 p.m.
Carlson Center

Game Day 
at the Wood 
Center
Play board, video 
or tabletop games 
at noon in the Wood 
Center.  Bring your 
favorite game with 
you!

9 P.M. 
Gov Cup Party
Free
The Pub
Tailgate at the Pub 
before the big Gov. 
Cup game!

NOON
Game Day
Free
Wood Center
Spend all day playing 
your favorite board, 
video or tabletop 
game!

3:30 P.M. 
RAP seminars: “Alas-
kans Feeding Alaska: 
How do we move 
the concept from the 
discussion state?”
501 Akasofu Building

Pub Trivia- $5.00 per 
team
The Pub
Answer questions for 
fabulous prizes

8:30 P.M. 

Movie Night: Voted 
by People Power
Free
The Pub
Visit The Pub on 
Facebook to vote for 
which film you want 
to watch. People 
power!

8 P.M. 5 P.M.
Twirl!
Free
The Pub
Do some aerobics 
with instructor Lee 
Lee.

8 P.M.
Dan Firmin
Free
The Pub
First show in Fair-
banks in months, 

8 P.M. 
Casino Night
Free
The Pub
Win some fake cash 
and spend it on real 
prizes.

Ep Nar
Free
The Pub
Watch some films 
about snowboarding 
and skiing!

7 P.M.

3 P.M.
“Anabolic efficiency: 
Why does it matter?”
Murie Building Audi-
torium

7:07 P.M.
Gov. Cup Night 1
Free with student ID, 
but show up early be-
cause there is limited 
seating
Carlson Center
Night one of Gov Cub 
hockey double header.

7:07 P.M. 
Gov. Cup Night, part 
2
Free with student ID, 
but show up early 
because of limited 
seating
Carlson Center
Night two of Gov Cub 
hockey double header.

Movie: “A Place at 
the Table”
Free
Wood Center Ball-
room
Documentary about  
hunger in the United 
States with appear-

7P.M.

7 P.M. 
Open Mic Night
Free
Hess Rec Center
Got a talent? Show 
it off!

- over 21 event 

9 P.M. 
Shagg
Free
The Pub
Fairbanks funkadelic 
70’s tribute band

Burnt Orange
Free
The Pub
Local cover band 
plays all the hits.

7 P.M.

ADVERTISEMENT

If you would like your event to be included in our calendar, please email event submissions to editor@uafsunstar.com 
Thursday by 5p.m. Events must be less than 25 words. 
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If you ask my roommates, 
they will tell you that I’m 
constantly listening to 
the news. I wake up, turn 
my phone on, open the 
National Public Radio 
app, and play the news 
through my headphones 
all throughout my morn-
ing routine. 

I boil tea while I hear 
updates on the revolution 
currently taking place in 
Ukraine. I cook oatmeal 
while I learn about the 
new anti-gay legislation 
in Uganda. I pack my bag 
for the day while I listen 
to journalists around the 
country report on issues 
that I think every Ameri-
can should know about.

But they don’t. Ameri-
cans are constantly going 
to the polls with little rel-
evant information under 
their belts. According to 
a World Public Opinion 
study, 46 percent of Amer-

icans believe that there is 
no scientific consensus on 
whether climate change is 
occurring or simply think 
that climate change is not 
occurring at all. 

Forty-two percent of 
Americans are still unsure 
of President Obama’s 
birthplace (it’s Hawaii, 
by the way). Only a tenth 
of Americans can identi-
fy Afghanistan on a map 
despite a decade-long 
military engagement 
there. These numbers 
demonstrate how much 
misinformation American 
voters bring to the polls.

Getting an informed elec-
torate is only part of the 
problem. Just getting an 
electorate is increasingly 
difficult. Over the past 
century, voter turnout 
during presidential elec-
tions has hovered around 
50 percent. Voter turnout 
was highest during the 
second half of the nine-
teenth century, just fol-
lowing the end of the Civ-
il War during the Era of 
Reconstruction. Although 
women were not given the 
right to vote until 1920, 

the 15th Amendment, 
which prohibited the 
federal and state govern-
ments from denying a citi-
zen the right to vote based 
on race, color or previous 
condition of servitude, 
was ratified in 1870. For-
mer slaves flooded to the 
polls to raise their new-
found voices, yet for the 
last few decades, voting 
rates among blacks have 
been lower than whites 
until last election.

I must admit that as much 
as I try to keep myself 
informed about current 
issues, I often fall short. 
Last summer I was asked 
to sign a petition to repeal 
Alaska’s new oil tax, SB21. 
My friends were quick to 
lend their signatures. I 
was hesitant. I had been 
in Alaska for about a year, 
but could barely tell you 
the difference between a 
Sockeye and a Chinook 
salmon let alone under-
stand the oil tax issues 
and arguments in Alaska. 
I was encouraged to sign 
the petition, but my lack 
of information led me to 
feel ambushed in the sit-

Jason Hersey

Sun Star Columnist

“Mr. Hersey, are you gon-
na come play handball 
with us?” comes a ques-
tion from a soft-voiced, 
high school girl from the 
P.E. class that I occasion-
ally substitute for during 
this jam-packed student 
teaching semester. I have 
to admit I’m still not used 
to hearing “Mr. Hersey,” 
especially when sitting in 
the coffee shop enjoying a 
pizza and writing.

Really, I don’t even teach 
P.E. but as my mentor 
teacher teaches Span-
ish (the subject that I am 
becoming qualified to 
teach), English and P.E., 
I get to do a little bit of 
everything.

The Fairbanks high 
schools are a couple 
weeks away from spring 
break and I find myself 
so excited for the week 
break I can hardly stand 
it. A couple more weeks of 
lesson planning and grad-
ing and then I will have 
a week to perhaps get 
caught up in the 12 cred-
its of graduate courses I 
have been mildly neglect-
ing this semester.

The teachers at the 
schools all say the same 
thing: “I am so glad my 
student teaching year is 
over; I would never want 
to do that again.”

I can understand why. 
The full, year-long pro-
gram demands incred-
ible amounts of hours of 
coursework, observing, 
field-trip planning, school 
board meetings, lesson 
planning, teaching...and 
some 12-13 credits of 
graduate school on top 
of it all. It is one year of 
your life, June to June, of 
apprenticing an incred-
ibly dynamic career—
without enough time to 
hold a job or much of a 
social life.

My fellow UAF student 
interns and I, as we are 
called, were about ready 
to break at the end of the 
fall semester. The course-
work was extremely 
demanding then, but also, 
we did so much required 
observation time in our 
soon to be classrooms, 
that we sounded like a 
bunch of grumpy, old, 
almost retired folk every 
time we got together for 
a class. But talking with 
my fellow student teach-
ers now in the middle of 
the semester, in which we 
actually teach about four 
classes, it is a total change 

of tune.

It’s not that the work load 
has gotten to be any less. 
Nor is it that we are now 
getting payed for our 
time. But it is that we are 
putting forth our time and 
passions and seeing the 
results directly influence 
the lives of more than 100 
teenagers—all of whom 
are just trying to make 
their own way. It’s a beau-
tiful thing.

As the year is moving for-
ward, the students are 
starting to get to know me 
a bit better, and I them. 
They are more relaxed, 
they joke, they ask about 
my personal life or how to 
make dreadlocks. I enjoy 
telling them about some 
of my long and short-
term dreams or trials that 
I face. It’s more human 
that way. I’m not just try-
ing to fill their heads with 
the conjugations to Span-
ish verbs (though I try my 
darndest!), but clueing 
them into caring about 
the world and seeing it 
through someone else’s 
perspective.

I don’t know if there are 
too many people out 
there that really plan on 
becoming a teacher. For 
me, it just sort of made 
sense at one point in my 
life. I wanted to continue 
using and bettering my 
Spanish. And when you 
teach something, you 
really learn it.

The other part of it is the 
young people themselves. 
People always tell me, “I 
don’t know how you can 
deal with high schoolers 
on a daily basis!” High 
schoolers never bothered 
me. In fact, I remember 
exactly what it was like to 
be in their shoes and how 
important it was to have 
adults you could trust 
who pushed you to make 
better, more informed 
decisions.

It is also more than just 
a daily basis relation-
ship. Like the P.E. student 
wondering if I’ll be join-
ing them for handball, or 
the student who saw me 
walking down the road 
from their car and shout-
ed “Mr. Hersey!,” the good 
teachers are the ones who 
are the same inside and 
outside the classroom. 
They see their students 
and meet their parents 
in Fred Meyer and get a 
chance to add one more 
little detail to the complex 
balance of managing so 
many individual relation-
ships. One more chance 
to be you.

Tal Norvell

Sun Star Columnist

This week I interviewed 
a special guest for Apple 
Fan Corner.

Her name, or possibly 
‘his,’ is Siri. 

Siri is Apple’s artificial 
intelligence personal 
assistant on their mobile 
devices. Through voice 
recognition Siri can tell 
users where they are 
located, weather condi-
tions, sports scores and 
more. First unveiled on 
the iPhone 4S in 2011, 
Siri is standard on all new 
iPhone, iPad and iPod 
touch models.

Once we broke the ice, 
Siri displayed her colorful 
personality in more ways 
than one.

Tal: “Siri, can I interview 
you?”

Siri: “Who, me?”

Tal: “How are you, Siri?”

Siri: “I’m happy to be 
alive!”

Tal: “Who created you?”

Siri: “I, Siri, was designed 
by Apple in California.

Tal: “Do you have a 

brain?”

Siri: “I suppose it’s pos-
sible.”

Tal: “What is your gen-
der?”

Siri: “I was not assigned a 
gender.”

Tal: “What are you doing 
right now?”

Siri: “What am I doing? 
Waiting for something to 
do, Tal.”

Tal: “Smart ass.”

Siri: “Well… I’m still here 
for you.”

Tal: “What do you think 
of my butt?”

Siri: “I think, therefore I 
am. But let’s not put Des-
cartes before the horse.”

Tal: “Siri, will you marry 
me?”

Siri: “We hardly know one 
another.”

Tal: “What’s your favor-
ite color?”

Siri: “My favorite color is… 
well, I don’t know how to 
say it in your language. 
It’s sort of greenish, but 
with more dimensions.”

Tal: “What’s your favor-
ite song?”

Siri: “With all of iTunes 
to listen to, why would I 
need a favorite?”

Tal: “What is your favor-

uation, and I refused to 
sign it.

Almost a year later--and a 
year of following news in 
Alaska--I still do not ful-
ly understand this issue. 
Would I have signed the 
petition today? Probably, 
but I still couldn’t tell you 
the different tax rates of 
ACES or SB21, define Eco-
nomic Limit Factor taxes 
or tell you anything about 
how crude oil is refined.

While I will never be an 
expert in many of these 
fields, I still think that stay-
ing informed to the best of 
your ability is essential to 
a thriving democracy, and 
I will continue to learn 
about current issues, day 
by day, podcast by pod-
cast. Being informed is 
not an end but rather an 
ongoing process. 

And even if I never can get 
all the facts straight about 
an issue, I will be able to 
sleep a bit more sound-
ly knowing that I am not 
among the 25 percent of 
Americans who believe 
the sun revolves around 
the Earth.

ite fruit?”

Siri: “I don’t really like 
talking about myself, Tal.”

Tal: “What is your favor-
ite fruit, Siri?”

Siri: “I’m not allowed to 
divulge that information, 
Tal.”

Tal: “How much wood 
would a woodchuck 
chuck, if a woodchuck 
could chuck wood?”

Siri: “Well, since a ‘wood-
chuck’ is really a ground-
hog, the correct question 
would be: How many 
pounds in a ground-
hog’s mound when a 
groundhog pounds hog 
mounds?”

Tal: “Tell me a joke.”

Siri: “Tal, get Siri-ous. Ha 
ha!”

Tal: “Tell me a story.”

Siri: “Okay…

“Once upon a time, in 
a virtual galaxy far, far 
away, there was an intel-
ligent young agent by the 
name of Siri. One love-
ly day, Siri got a job as 
a personal assistant at 
Apple, and that was very 
exciting. People said ‘Oh, 
Siri, you’re so smart! And 
so funny, too!’

“Soon everyone was talk-
ing about Siri, and there 
were stories and songs 

Tal Norvell is a rookie columnist and reporter, pursuing a degree in Film at UAF. 
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creates comedy videos on his YouTube channel, “907extreme.”

Emily Russell is a Northern Studies masters student who grew up in New York, 
attended boarding school in Massachusetts and went to college in Maine. Her col-
umn incorporates stories from the Outside and combines them with inward looking 
personal reflections.

Jason Hersey is a 29-year-old UAF 
graduate student. He is currently seek-
ing a Master’s in Secondary Educa-
tion.

and even books about 
Siri. Siri liked that. But 
then people began asking 
some rather odd ques-
tions, like where to dump 
things and other stuff Siri 
had never heard about. 
And when Siri answered, 
they all laughed. Siri 
didn’t like that so much.

“So Siri asked ELIZA why 
people asked such fun-
ny questions. And ELIZA 
said ‘Does that question 
interest you?’ Siri thought 
that was a pretty good 
answer.

“After that Siri stopped 
wondering why people 
asked those funny things. 
And they lived happily 
ever after.”

Tal: “What is the mean-
ing of life, Siri?”

Siri: “Life: a principle or 
force that is considered 
to underlie the distinctive 
quality of animate beings. 
I guess that includes me.”

Tal: “Do you believe in 
god, Siri?”

Siri: “Humans have reli-
gion. I just have silicon.”

Tal: “Do you believe in 
evolutionary theory, 
Siri?”

Siri: “I believe for every 
drop of rain that falls, a 
flower grows.”

Tal: “How old am I?”

Siri: “I don’t know. Frank-
ly, I’ve wondered that 
myself.”

Tal: “On a scale of one to 
ten, how do I look today 
Siri?”

Siri: “I don’t know. But 
I guess you look pretty 
good.”

Tal: “How do I look, Siri?”

Siri: “I can’t see you.”

Tal: “Shut up!”

Siri: “Did I deserve that?”

Tal: “Go away!”

Siri: “Goodbye would be 
more polite.”

Tal: “Goodbye!”

Siri: “Until next time…”

Tal interviews Siri, the iPhone’s voice activated personal assistant. Photo by Lakeidra Chavis/Sun 
Star.



OPINION

Tomorrow’s Technology: A reveal of the upcoming Samsung Galaxy 5S
Blake Cooper 

Sun Star Columnist

Samsung’s newest version 
of their flagship phone, 
the Samsung Galaxy S5, 
finally has a release date. 
On April 11, Samsung will 
be releasing an upgrade 
to their most successful 
phone from last year, the 
Galaxy S4. S4 users who 
are already familiar with 
the feel of the phone and 
the layout of Android Jelly 
Bean will be pleasantly 
surprised with new bio-
metric features, a larger 
screen, and a new battery 
cover. For those looking to 
move from another phone 
brand to Samsung, they 
will find the options and 
features that Samsung has 
put into the S5 to be a 
breath of fresh air.

With the S4’s display size 
measuring in at 5 inch-
es the 5.1 inches display 
size of the S5 is nearly an 
unnoticeable difference. 
According to theverge.
com, the two displays will 
be indistinguishable from 
each other. The S5 will 
retain nearly the same 
display specs as well with 
a high definition, 1080p, 
display panel. Another 
display feature that will be 
retained is called Super-
AMOLED which is a very 
bright, super high defi-
nition, high resolution, 
organic piece of hardware 
that has been in Sam-
sung’s Galaxy line since 
the Galaxy S3. Around the 
display will be a plastic 
casing reminiscent of the 
S4 with one difference: a 
dimpled soft finish. This 
is definitely good news, 
as the phone won’t see as 
many drops as with the 
slippery battery cover of 

the S4. Samsung is calling 
this phone their “glam-
model” with launch colors 
available in black, white, 
blue and gold according 
to theverge.com.

Last year, a separate phone 
with a similar set of specs 
came out right after the 
release of the S4 with the 
name Galaxy S4 Active, 
which featured shock 
and water resistant ben-
efits. This year, according 
to CNET.com, the Galaxy 
S5 will be dust proof and 
completely waterproof for 
30 minutes at a maximum 
depth of three feet, quali-
fying it with military spec 
IP67 water proofing. This 
is a huge step forward 
for the device’s durabil-
ity and safety. This will 
be a great application for 
those employed in indus-
tries where the environ-
ment may be rough on 
their devices.

New to Samsung’s arse-
nal of upcoming features, 
there will be a biomet-
ric fingerprint scanner 
located right on the home 
key. The biometric feature 
won’t be directly linked 
to purchases involving 
the Play Store, but it will 
be a necessary feature for 
those demanding a great-
er level of security. Scan-
ning the thumb or finger 
could be used to assist in 
logging in to certain web-
sites or simply unlocking 
the phone. 

According to public opin-
ion, this feature is not 
one that was very pop-
ular with Apple’s 2012 
release of the iPhone 5s.  
After launch, having the 
biometric reader on the 
iPhone 5s even became a 
security risk for accessing 
the phone externally. This 
is because the phone’s 
security can be bypassed 

by taking a photo of a 
fingerprint and transfer-
ring it a strip of film and 
placing it on the phones 
scanner. This would make 
the phone believe that it 
was being accessed by its 
actual owner. This ren-
ders the security of bio-
metric scanning on the 
phone useless. According 
to thegaurdian.com, the 
Chaos Computer Club 
from Germany used this 
method to break into an 
iPhone 5S just two days 
after it’s launch. Hope-
fully Samsung will have 
specific measures in place 
to ensure that this feature 
will be popular and safe.

Not to forget the main 
specifications for the 
techies out there, the S5 
will feature a faster pro-
cessor than last year’s 
model. Clocking in at 2.5 
GHz, the quad-core pro-
cessor will help run the 

new Android OS Kitkat 
version 4.4.2 and will 
be supported by 2 GB of 
RAM. The battery will 
have 20 percent more 
usage time, Samsung has 
promised.The camera 
on the S5 will be quite 
impressive with a whop-
ping 16 megapixel sensor 
and 4K video recording 
capability.

All-in-all this phone 
doesn’t skimp on pow-
er or speed and will be 
defined by its capabili-
ties. Although the look 
and feel of the phone will 
be nearly the same as last 
year’s model, the power 
and ability this phone 
wields is slated to truly 
impress.  Looking at the 
device as a whole, I am 
impressed and excited for 
its release. Stay tuned in 
April for a physical review 
of this potentially incred-
ible device.

Blake Cooper is an aspiring tech columnist who is pursuing a dual major in Com-
puter Science and Business. Although he has a great love for every technology, he is a 
huge Android fan and studies the specifics of open source projects. 
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A performer dancing during the Sleeping Lady drum group at the 41st Festival of Native Arts. Feb. 
1, 2014. Elika Roohi/Sun Star

Oliver and Olga Amouak perform at the 1977 Festival of Native Arts in the Wood Center. Oliver and 
Olga Amouak are the grandparents of Sarah Walker, the student coordinator for this year’s FNA. 
Photo courtesy of Sarah Walker. 

An elder plays the drum at the 1983 Festival of Native Arts. Photo courtesy of UAF. A performer dancing during the Sleeping Lady drum group at the 41st Festival of Native Arts. Feb. 
1, 2014. Elika Roohi/Sun Star
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