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The 

Warmer winter brings changes to this 
year’s Yukon Quest

32-year-old musher Mandy Nauman is the only female running the Yukon Quest this year. The Fairbanks resident is a rookie in this year’s race. Feb. 1. Elika Roohi/Sun 
Star
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Every athlete in the 
Yukon Quest has to be 
physically and mentally 
ready for the grueling, 
1,000-mile race. When 
the countdown goes 
from a minute warning to 
the final seconds, every 
muscle has to be ready 
to pull the sled out of the 
gate.

The athletes double 
check their gear, the 
weather and discuss last-
minute strategy with their 
support staff. The canine 
athletes are all trash talk. 

Up and down the line 
of sleds, dogs bark their 
readiness and announce 
their impatience as they 
wait to charge in front of 
their musher, whining 
and yelping their excite-
ment as they wait.

Even the dogs 
were ready: 
1,000-mile 
Yukon Quest 
starts again

Kaz Alvarez 

Sun Star Reporter 

Forty-five testimonies 
have been submitted to 
the Associated Students 
of the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks regarding 
their experiences with 
Residence Life as of Feb. 
4.

ASUAF is still collecting 
student testimonies 
in a private document 
managed by ASUAF to 
support the student 
government resolution to 
encourage the formation 
of an evaluation 
committee.

“It will probably be a 
couple of years before a fix 
is made,” ASUAF senator 
Ashley Strauch said. “All a 
resolution does is call for 
an evaluation to happen. 
It doesn’t necessarily call 
for anything to be done 
with the results. It can 
be fairly assumed that, 
if major problems are 
found, changes will be 
made.”

The mission of Res Life, 
according to their web-
site, is to “support the 
academic mission of 
the University of Alaska 
by providing living and 
learning communities 
that enhance student 
success. We provide safe, 
clean, and well main-
tained facilities that meet 
the diverse needs of our 
residents.”

Pita Place open for business

Two pita falafel are made at the Pita Place in the upper food court of the Wood Center. Jan.30 David 
Spindler/Sun Star

Cause of Geraghty Street 
fire still unknown; one 
victim in intensive care 

Ian Larsen

Sun Star Reporter

A fire last Wednesday 
morning left two people 
dead, one critically injured 
and approximately 50 
residents homeless. 

The fire engulfed a two-
story building on Geraghty 
Street containing a second 
hand furniture store and 
18 apartments.

The fire spread quickly, 
making it difficult for 
residents to leave the 
building. 

Firefighters arrived at 
the scene within minutes 
and began evacuating 
residents who were 
trapped in the building.

Roughly 20 minutes after 
firefighters arrived, parts 
of the second floor began 
to collapse. 

As the building began to 
collapse, some student 
firefighters were inside. 

The firefighters could not 
be reached for comment 
because their unit is 

currently out of town.

One body has yet to be 
indentified but police 
think it is a woman. How-
ever, further DNA testing 
is required before they 
have an awesome. 

The second body was 
identified as 50-year-old 
tenant Jane Connolly, on 
Monday, according to the 
Fairbanks Daily News-
Miner. 

Exactly how many people 
were caught in the build-
ing during the time of the 
fire is unknown.

Conar Groppel, a 17-year-
old boy, was critically 
injured during the fire, and 
was flown to Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle 
for treatment. 

Julie Herrmann

Sun Star Reporter

More than 100 students 
filled the pub during the 
viewing of Superbowl 
XLVIII.  

The game featured the 
Seahawks, the underdog 
team who had been to 
and lost one Superbowl, 
and the Denver Broncos 
who had been to five 
Superbowls and won 
twice. Many students 
had strong feelings and 

weren’t afraid to show it,  
while others picked their 
team by chance.

Journalism graduate Terry 
Anderson isn’t into sports, 
but she chose to cheer 
for the Seattle Seahawks 
because of Macklemore. 

“Macklemore chose their 
name from an old Seattle 
player,” Anderson said. “I 
think they will absolutely 
win.”

“I think the Seahawks will 
pull it off, no problem,” 
said UAF alumna 
Stephanie Walden. She 
was supposed to be on 

a boat in the middle of 
the Bering Sea during 
the game, but returned 
to Fairbanks due to a 
medical emergency. 

She chose to cheer for the 
Seahawks because she’s 
spent time in Seattle and 
her crew mates are all 
Seahawks fans.

“I’ve only watched one 
quarter,” said Mechanical 
engineering student, Sam 
Joslin. He didn’t root for 
either team, but thought 
the Seahawks would win.

“I’m indifferent, but I do 
like [Broncos quarterback 

Peyton] Manning,” 
said Fairbanks resident 
Andrew Gadow. At the 
start of the fourth quarter 
with the Seahawks leading 
by 28 points, he didn’t 
think the Broncos would 
be able to pull an upset. 

“It’s been surprising,” 
Gadow said. “I thought 
the game would be a lot 
closer.”

OIT staff member Josiah 
Borkovec wore blue and 
orange stripes on his face 
and had a good reason for 
being frustrated. 

“I bet my dad $100 the 

Seahawks would lose,” 
Borkovec said. 

He likes the Broncos 
because  he likes Colorado 
better than Washington, 
and because his dad is a 
big fan of the Broncos.

Borkovec held out that 
the Broncos could win 
even as the fourth quarter 
started with a 36-8 score. 
“There’s always hope,” 
Borkovec said.

The Seahawks won the 
game 43-8.
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MAN ON THE STREET

“I think the most significant 
change is the one that’s about 
to happen. That the Lola Tilly 
Commons isn’t going to be the 
cafeteria anymore, and maybe it 
will have to be re-purposed into 
something else. Yeah. It’s gonna 
be really cool to have everything in 
one central building—one student 
center, as it always should have 
been.”

Walter DiSarro, Senior Fisheries & 
Ocean Sciences

“What is the most significant change that has happened since 
you’ve been at UAF?”

“Probably all the construction 
literally everywhere.”

Erin McAulay, graduate 
Anthropology student

“Different places on campus just 
kind of change the way things 
function a bit, but I don’t know. 
Jazz fest is going to be completely 
different because of it, ‘cause 
there’s less capacity for people, 
basically. For other students, 
whether or not they’re actually 
from UAF.”

Michael Demoura, Music 
Education student

“How much older I’m getting.”

Calison Whitehill, Anthropology 
student

ASUAF Recap - February 2, 2014
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Police Blotter

“Probably all the construction 
and stuff like that--where they’re 
putting everything. That’s about it.”

Emily Williams, Physics student

“I would have to say construction 
of the Wood Center. I really don’t 
keep very current with things going 
on.”

Aidan Sandel, Music student

Shae Bowman

Sun Star Reporter

January 23- Vandalized 
apartment

A Residence Life 
employee reported that 
one of the apartments 
on North Chandalar was 
burglarized. 

A bed frame, a mattress 
and a smoke detector 
were some of the things 

stolen. 

It appears the original 
tenet moved out of the 
apartment without telling 
Res Life and let someone 
else move in. 

Res Life provided an 
itemized list of the 
missing items, and the 
investigation is on-going.

January 24- Sleeping 
man

A campus officer found a 
man sleeping in the bus 

hut in the Taku parking 
lot. 

The man was caught the 
night before sleeping on 
campus. 

The officer woke the man 
up and banned him from 
campus for six months.

January 24- Hit and run

A UAF officer noticed that 
one of the UAFPD trailers 
had been hit in the station 
parking lot. 

After reviewing the 
security footage, the 
officers identified the man 
who had hit the trailer as a 
facilities worker, who was 
sanding the parking.  

The man was contacted 
and no damage was done.

January 29- Horseplay

The Bartlett Resident 
Director reported to police 
that an intoxicated man 
was causing a disturbance 
in Bartlett Hall. 

The individual and his 
roommate had been 
wrestling in their room. 

When the roommate 
decided to go to bed, the 
individual began to cause 
a disturbance. 

A campus officer 
contacted the individual 
and transported him to 
Fairbanks Correctional 
Center for sleep-off.

Kaz Alvarez 

Sun Star Reporter

Senators present

Matthew Carrick, Jordyn 
Houlton, Cordero Reid, 

In the Jan. 26 ASUAF Recap, Sydney Houlton was mistakenly written in place of Jordyn Houlton. The Sun Star apologizes for these 
errors.

Corrections for Jan. 28, 2014

Ashley Strauch and Lida 
Zakurdaew

Senators absent

Eli Barry-Garland, Brix 
Hahn, Shane Poindexter, 
Daniel Strigle, Sarah 

Walker and Mickey 
Zakurdaew

Officers absent

Ayla O’Scannell and 
Michael Mancill

No quorum

The return of the ASUAF 
Legislative Advocacy 
Team was delayed a 
day due to weather 
complications preventing 
flights between Fairbanks 
and Juneau. 

The group sent to Juneau 
included O’Scannell, 
Mancill, Hahn, McKinley 
Zakur-daew and Strigle.

ARE YOU An student LOOKING FOR WORK?

The sun star is looking for 
photograhers and reporters. no 
experience needed and pay-per-

piece rate. 
 If you are  iNTERESTED, 

please stop by the Sun Star 
oFFice in the Wood Center 
or call (907) 474-5078

Compiled by Amelia Cooper
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All Majors 
Welcce

This is an ALL MAJORS event. All 

students are encouraged to meet 

employers and make connections. 

Employers will be on campus to 

recruit engineering students. 

Check UAFCareerConnect for updates.

SPRING JOB & 
INTERNSHIP FAIR

Wed. Feb. 26, 2014

Feb. 24 - 28, 2014

FAFSA
FRENZY

Join FAFSA Freddie in the

Fill out a FAFSA and land your 
share of the fi nancial aid “catch”.

Complete a FAFSA by February 28 
to be entered into a drawing for one of 
six $100 Visa cards!

For more tips and advice, participate in the 
UAF FAFSA Frenzy activities below, contact your 
local fi nancial aid offi ce, or visit 
alaska.edu/fafsafrenzy

Hook Freddie the FAFSA 
Fish on UA’s Facebook Page! 

facebook.com/uasystem

Apply for 
Financial Aid 
TODAY!

UA is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

Tackle Your FAFSA
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid

To apply you will need:

Social Security Number
Driver’s License
2013 Tax Return*
Bank Statements
Investment Statements
PIN

Then log on to fafsa.ed.gov

The process is easier than ever!
*You can complete the FAFSA even if 
your taxes aren’t done. Use 2012’s taxes 
or 2013’s paystubs. You can adjust your 
application later.

Join us at UAF for these 
FAFSA Frenzy events!

Saturday, Feb. 1
College Goal Alaska

Wednesday, Feb. 5
Financial $ense Day

Thursdays, Feb. 6 & 13
FAFSA and Scholarship Workshops

Thursdays, Feb. 20 & 27
FAFSA Workshops
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Warmer winter brings changes to this year’s Yukon Quest

42-year-old Swedish musher Torsten Kohnert’s dogs are excited as they run through downtown 
Fairbanks, starting the 1,000 mile dog sled race. Feb. 1. Elika Roohi/Sun Star

Elika Roohi

Sun Star Reporter

On Saturday morning, 18 
mushers filled the streets 
of downtown Fairbanks 
with their teams of dogs 
ready to start this year’s 
Yukon Quest, often 
considered the most 
difficult sled dog race in 
the world.

Due to the unseasonably 
warm winter in the 
interior of Alaska and in 
Canada, both the start 
and finish of the race were 
moved. 

The Quest typically starts 

on the Chena River in 
Fairbanks, but after the 
recent warm weather, the 
ice was too weak to safely 
hold the weight of the 
mushers, their dogs and 
local fans out to see the 
start.

The course of the race 
was also altered by this 
season’s heat wave. 

For the second year 
in a row, mushers will 
skip climbing the 3,400-
foot American Summit 
between Eagle and 
Dawson City due to 
hazardous conditions.

In order to make up the 
extra miles, the end of 
race was changed from 
Whitehorse, Canada to 

Takhini Hot Springs, 
about 18 miles north of 
Whitehorse. 

The course changes 
will likely make this the 
shortest Yukon Quest in 
history.

Last year, Alaskan musher 
Allen Moore finished the 
race with a record time 
of 8 days, 18 hours and 27 
minutes. 

If conditions cooperate 
this year, mushers can 
hope for speedy times 
again.

A father and his daughter watch the start of the Yukon Quest. Feb. 1. Elika Roohi/Sun StarThirty-six-year-old musher Cody Strathe from Ester leaves downtown Fairbanks to embark on the 
1,000 miles to Whitehorse during this year’s Yukon Quest. Strathe ran the race last year, where he 

places fifteenth. Feb. 1. Elika Roohi/Sun Star

Forty-six-year-old Yukon Quest veteran Hugh Neff waves an Alaskan flag as he and his team of dogs race through downtown Fairbanks. Neff finished second last year and took first place in 2012. This is 
his 14th time racing the quest, although for three of those years he did not finish. Feb. 1. Elika Roohi/Sun Star



savings 
begin 
here

ONLY FROM AT&T

  In  addition to the AT&T Sponsorship 
Program discount, you’ll also enjoy 
these benefits:

• A $25 one-time credit on a new line.

• A 45% discount on handsets 
(excludes iPhone and tablets).

• AT&T 4G LTE with speeds up to 10x faster than 3G.* 
• Simultaneous use of voice and data on 

AT&T’s mobile broadband network.*

• Unlimited usage on AT&T’s entire national 
Wi-Fi® network, at no additional charge.**

• The power of the Internet in the palm of your hand. 
 • All the latest social networking apps.

 

You get added savings  
as part of the:

on qualifying AT&T services.

 

Nokia Lumia 820

Nokia Lumia 920

Windows® Phone 8X  by HTC®

Nokia Lumia 920

You could be saving 17%

University of Alaska

To purchase online, visit http://www.att.com/getIRU
Mention FAN: 4801136
Or, contact your AT&T sales representative, Manny Lewis by emailing il1180@att.com

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark 
of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network. 
Access includes AT&T Wi-Fi Basic. Other restrictions apply. See attwifi.com for details and locations.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Smartphones require a new 2-year agreement with qualifying voice and data plans. Subject to Wireless Customer Agreement. Credit approval required. Activation Fee $36/line. Geographic, usage 
and other terms, conditions and restrictions apply, and may result in service termination. Coverage and services not available everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Term may vary based on your business agreement. 
Data: If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipment/ETF): ETF up to $325 applies after 14 days. Restocking 
fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges per line include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal service charges, fees and charges for other government 
assessments. These are not taxes or government required charges. Monthly Discount: Available to qualified employees and students of companies, government agencies and colleges/universities with a qualified business 
agreement (“Business Agreement”). Subject to Business Agreement and may be interrupted and/or discontinued without notice. Applies only to the monthly service charge of qualified plans. A minimum number of employ-
ees, minimum monthly service charge for qualified plans, additional AT&T services or other requirements may apply for eligibility. Discounts may not be combined. For some accounts, actual discount can vary monthly depend-
ing on your employer’s aggregate volume of qualified charges. Offer subject to change. Additional conditions and restrictions apply. See your AT&T representative and contract and rate plan for details. Service provided by 
AT&T Mobility. © 2014 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

** 

* 



CAN A STUDENT 
PROTECT 
OUR NATION?

When you’re a part of the CIA, you can. No matter what 
you do here, your contributions have great impact – and there’s 
plenty to do. The CIA has student internship, scholarship and co-op 
opportunities in several fields of study. From accounting and finance, 
to economics, engineering and information technology, the CIA 
needs talented and intelligent professionals to continue  
the work that keeps our nation safe.

The thing that sets CIA professionals apart is our commitment to 
protect our national security. Do you have that drive inside of you?

Equal Opportunity Employer.

THE WORK OF A NATION.  
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE. www.cia.gov

For additional information  
and to apply, visit:
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Chris Tucker

Sun Star Reporter

This semester students 
will have the opportunity 
to watch different films 
from around the World 
thanks to the Friday Wold 
Film Night hosted by the 
Rasmuson Library.

M.F.A graduate student 
Daniel Dyer started Friday 
World Film Night, with 
the help of his friends, 
English student Regan 
Campbell and Natural 
Resource Management 
student Jessica Carter.

Dyer started the series so 
he could share his love of 
films, Dyer said. With the 

help of Campbell,  they 
selected classic films that 
he had not seen before 
and figured that it would 
be nice to share the 
experience of watching 
some of them with others.

Dyer figured that a classic 
movie night would be well 
received by the students, 
with the shortage of 
extracurricular, art-

related events on 
campus and the growing 
popularity of the Film 
Department.

“With a theater audience, 
excitement, anticipation, 
love and resentment 
are contagious, and 
there’s something about 
watching in a group which 
enhances, or at least alters 

the viewing experience,” 
Dyer said.

The selection of films 
includes classic directors 
such as Stanley Kubrick 
and Akira Kurosawa, 
and midnight movie 
classics like David Lynch’s 
“Eraserhead.”

The series starts every 
Friday at 4 p.m. and 

will show a film from a 
different country and 
have a discussion about it 
afterward.

“The World,” a 2004 
Chinese film about two 
workers at a theme park, 
plays this Friday.

“World Film Night” series premieres at Rasmuson Library 

Pita Place open for business 

The cacophony of sound 
can be heard blocks away, 
and there is no doubt that 
the lungs of these dogs are 
in top shape.

The dogs on a Yukon 
Quest team need both 
speed and endurance, no 
matter where they are in 
the line.

The Yukon Quest website 
characterizes the Quest 
sled dogs as marathon 
athletes, “bred from stock 
that survived and thrived 
during the Gold Rush 
Era,” that helped conquer 
the Klondike, 100 years 
ago. The dogs get the best 
care and equipment that 
the team of veterinarians 

and mushers can provide 
them. Pre-race physicals, 
checkpoint exams and 
treatment stations at five 
points along the route, are 
all required for every dog. 
Specialized diets are just 
the start of making sure 
the canine champions 
are at peak performance, 
and any dog that is not is 

pulled from the race. The 
dogs must run through 
extreme conditions, and 
whether the team arrives 
in Whitehorse finishing 
in first place or getting 
the red lantern, which is 
awarded to the last place 
finisher, comes down to 
how well a musher and 
his dogs cooperate.

continued from cover Even the dogs were ready

Kathleen McGill, who is 
this year’s Yukon Quest 
head veterinarian, has 
been a trail veterinarian 
so long that she proudly 
claims to have “gone 
from geezer wannabe 
to actual geezer status,” 
according to the Yukon 
Quest website. She relates 
memories of dancing 

northern lights, bone deep 
exhaustion as she serves 
the needs of mushers and 
dogs, and the inspiration 
that comes from working 
closely with both human 
and canine athletes.

The Yukon Quest officially 
started Saturday on 
Second Ave.

Students with questions 
regarding Res Life are 
encouraged to consult 
their Residence Assis-
tants, Resident Directors 
or Res Life staff in person, 
over the phone or through 
email. 

The 2012-2013 Resident 
Student Handbook 
suggests avenues of 
communication for 
incidents of sexual 
abuse, alcohol issues, 
noise complaints and 
difficulties with conflict 
resolution between 
students. 

The handbook does not 
present instructions 
for students to resolve 
conflicts with Res Life or 
their employees.

“If a student doesn’t 
feel like they are getting 
satisfaction, maybe they 
should seek advocacy 
from another Res Life staff 
or authority figure,” said 
Tim Murphrey, interim 
MacLean House Program 
Manager.  

“A resolution might be 
extreme and you don’t 

want to use that every 
time. It’s like going 
squirrel hunting but going 
with a bear gun. It’ll get 
the job done but, boy, it’s 
messy,” Murphrey said.

Not all experiences 
with Res Life have been 
negative. There are still 
many students who have 
benefited from Res Life.

“Everyone’s nice, 
especially the Resident 
Assistants and Resident 
Director,” said Kenneth 
Shin, a junior Bio 
Chemistry student who 
lives in Bartlett. “I would 
have no problem reporting 
issues to Res Life. They 
could do more activities 
on the weekends.”

“Everyone has been 
very helpful,” said Sarah 
Williams, a freshman 
Engineering student.

“The programs that they 
do, I think, are really 
good,” Murphrey said, 
“Really good experiences 
with Brad Bishop. He’s 
been very helpful in 
transitioning MacLean 
from Res Life to Rural 

Student Services.”

The polices for the dorm 
are the same under RSS as 
they were under Res Life. 
“An RSS staff member is 
working on indigenizing 
the handbook and adding 
cultural components,” 
Murphrey said. “There 
was a lot of cut-and-
paste.”

However, there are 
UAF students who have 
submitted testimonies to 
refute these efforts of Res 
Life. “A ratio of positive 
to negative testimonies is 
tough to do since many 
of the testimonies contain 
a few positive elements 
among the negative,” 
said Strauch. “I don’t 
think a single testimony 
is entirely positive or 
negative so far.”

Adam Trainer, a senior 
history student and 
his wife Sara Janda, 
a graduate Biology 
student, composed a joint 
testimony that details 
some of the experiences 
they’ve had with Res 
Life that they believe 

contradict Res Life’s 
mission. 

Trainer began their 
testimony with his work 
experience and level of 
education to demonstrate 
that he has the experience 
to see that some level of 
dissatisfaction is to be 
expected when dealing 
with an organization as 
large as Res Life.

Trainer and fiancée 
struggled to secure 
appropriate housing 
where they could live 
together, with their two 
pets, in a place that was 
supportive of academic 
work. “Despite the initial 
confusion, we were 
absolutely thrilled until 
we found out that Hess 
Village, as an exception 
to the standard Residence 
Life Pet policy, allowed 
only one cat or one dog. 
No consideration was 
given to adult cats, weight 
or any other mitigating 
circumstance.”

They filed a petition 
for an exception to be 
made prior to leaving 

Washington. “We were 
told that the Residence 
Life Director had refused 
to grant the exception on 
the basis that a precedent 
would be set for other 
exceptions to be granted.” 
said Trainer.

The couple’s testimony 
also referenced the quotes 
from Laura McCollough, 
Residence Life Director, in 
a previous Sun Star article 
about the resolution. 
McCollough stated early 
November that she 
was perplexed by the 
resolution and “couldn’t 
really understand what 
the problem was.”

The quotes from 
McCollough provoked 
Trainer and Janda’s 
testimony.

“The Residence Life 
Director, the person 
responsible for the 
department full-stop, 
could not understand 
that students might 
be at all upset with the 
department to which she 
is charged,” Trainer said 
in his testimony. “This 

alone should set off red 
flags. To be in charge of an 
organization which serves 
a diverse and numerous 
population of students, 
to have no understanding 
that such problems exist 
is unbelievable.”

Trainer concluded the 
testimony  with a request. 
“Please investigate 
Residence Life. Please 
raise-up those that work 
for the students while 
protecting the investments 
of the university. Please 
also ensure that polices 
that do not ‘support the 
academic mission of 
UAF’ or ‘enhance student 
success’ are removed.’’

 Email Kaz Alvarez at 
kalvarez2@alaska.edu 
to submit a comment 
with your reaction to 
the resolution. Submit 
testimonies to ASUAF 
through an anonymous 
form:         

continued from cover Reception of ASUAF resolution

A few residents were sent 
to Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital for minor injuries 
including frostbite and 
smoke inhalation. 

Roughly three dozen 
residents stayed at a 
shelter provided by the 
Red Cross at University 
Community Presbyterian 
Church.

The apartment sprinkler 
system was checked by 
city fire officials the day 
before the fire, the build-
ing owner told the Fair-
banks Daily News-Miner.  

The sprinklers were 
deemed functional, how-
ever when the fire erupt-
ed, the sprinkler system 
failed to operate.

Residents reported hear-
ing a loud explosion right 
before the building caught 
fire. 

Investigators are still try-

ing to determine the 
cause of the fire and 
more information is still 
unfolding. 

continued from cover Geraghty Fire 

Shae Bowman

Sun Star Reporter

Pita Place is open for 
business in the Wood 
Center.

The owners, Nadav Weiss 
and Teri Goss, have been 
in  business in Fairbanks 
for seven years now. 

Last summer, they started 
selling falafels, a Middle-
Eastern food, at a stand 
on College Road. Their 
new stand in the Wood 

Center is open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday every 
week of the semester.

Weiss is excited about 
the possibility to move 
the business on campus 
because he already knew 
Pita Place was a hit with 
UAF staff and faculty in the 

summer. “It was actually 
the UAF customers that 
helped me get started at 
UAF,” Weiss said.

The deal between Dining 
Services and the Pita Place 
owners was arranged 
because students request-
ed more variety and 

more authentic food on 
campus according to 
Pamm Zierfuss-Hubbard, 
the UAF Dining services 
Contracts Manager. 

The arrangement is 
perfect because it doesn’t 
conflict with his summer 
schedule at the stand on 
College road, Weiss said. 

The Pita Place contract 
is for three days a week 
for this semester and Fall 
2014. Depending on how 
things go, Weiss said he 
would be open to adding 
another day.

Falafel is a deep-fried 
ball made from chickpeas  
served in pita bread with 
various vegetables and 
sauces. “Falafel stands are 
very common in Israel,” 
Weiss said. “They are on 
almost very corner.”

The couple decided to 
start their business in 
Fairbanks when they 
moved here from Israel 
and needed work. The 
idea had been in the works 
for awhile before moving. 
Weiss said that they spent 
about a year coming up 
with the perfect recipe for 
their falafels.

“There was a lot of trial 
and error,” Weiss said.

The falafels sold at Pita 
Place are made from 
scratch, and the pita 

bread is made fresh 
every day, Weiss said.  
The couple even had a 
special pita oven shipped 
to Fairbanks from Israel.

Already, the Pita Place 
seems to be very popular 
with UAF students and 
staff. 

“I am very satisfied that 
the Pita Place has moved 
into the Wood Center,” 
said Josh Campell, a 
senior at UAF.  “When I first 
tried them this summer, 
I was disappointed they 
wouldn’t be open in the 
winter. 

“The food is always 
fresh, it’s made by a 
very friendly motivated 
staff and the prices are 
awesome for the broke 
college student. I would 
highly recommend Pita 
Place to my friends.”

“I am very thankful for 
the support and warm 
welcome we have 
received at UAF and I 
am very happy with the 
arrangement,” Weiss said.

This is the first time Dining 
Services has partnered 
with a local business, 
but they may try it with 
others, Zierfuss-Hubbard 
said. If students have 
suggestions they should 
email uaf-dining@alaska.
edu.

The Pita Place, located in the upper food court of the Wood Center, is open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Jan 
30.  David Spindler/Sun Star
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Senior center and Business Administration student Cody Kunyk faces off against an Alabama-Hunstville opponent. Kurtis Gosney/ 
Sun Star

Junior point guard and Communication student Benissa Bulaya lays the ball up towards the basket 
with the defense on her. Kurtis Gosney/ Sun Star

Junior point guard and Communication student Benissa Bulaya runs out onto the court during 
player introductions.  Kurtis Gosney/ Sun Star

Hockey wins two; women’s basketball splits; men’s basketball loses two
Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

Hockey

The Alaska Nanook 
Hockey team hosted the 
University of Alabama-
Huntsville Chargers last 
Friday and Saturday. The 
Nanooks won both games 
with the same score, 6-1.

Freshman left wingman 
and General Studies 
student Jared Linnell 
scored the first goal 
almost five minutes into 
the first period, followed 
by a goal from freshman 
right wingman and 
Business Administration 
student Marcus Basara. 
Linnell scored another 
goal in the second period. 
The next three goals 
were scored by junior left 
wingman Garrick Perry, 
sophomore defenseman 
Colton Parayko and senior 
leftwing man Colton Beck. 
Junior goalie and Business 
Administration student 
Sean Cahill finished with 
12 saves.

Senior center and 
Business Administration 
student Cody Kunyk and 
junior left wingman and 
Business Administration 
student Jared Larson 
scored two goals each 
in Saturday’s match-
up. Beck and junior left 
wingman and Petroleum 
Engineering student 
Nolan Youngman scored 
the other two goals. Cahill 
finished with 13 saves.

The Nanooks now have a 
12-12-4 record heading 
into a bye week, a week 
with no games. The 
Nanooks’ next series will 
be on the road against 
Michigan Tech on 
February 14 and 15. This 
will be the Nanooks’ final 
series of the season away 
from Fairbanks.

Men’s Basketball

The Alaska Nanook Men’s 

basketball team played 
two games on the road 
against the Western 
Washington Vikings last 
Thursday and Simon 
Fraser Clan last Saturday.

The Nanooks lost to the 
Vikings on Thursday, 
53-51. Senior forward and 
Justice student Andrew 
Kelly led all scorers in the 
game with 20 points and 
nine rebounds.

The Nanooks lost to the 
Clan on Saturday as well, 

70-60. The Nanooks tied 
the game in the second 
half at 58-58, courtesy of 
a layup by junior guard 
and Biological Sciences 
student Anthony Reese. 
The Clan then went on a 
12-2 scoring run to secure 
the victory. Four Nanook 
players scored more than 
10 points in this game, 
including Kelly with 14 
points.

The Nanooks now have a 
record of 12-7 overall and 
7-4 in the Great Northwest 

Athletic Conference. The 
Nanooks’ next two games 
will be this Thursday 
and Saturday against 
Montana State-Billings 
and Seattle Pacific. Both 
games will take place at 
the Patty Center at 7 p.m.

Women’s Basketball

The Alaska Nanook 
Women’s basketball team 
played two home games 
against the Northwest 
Nazarene Crusaders last 

Thursday and Central 
Washington Wildcats.

The Nanooks lost 
Thursday’s matchup 
86-81, but not before a 
little drama. The Nanooks 
were down 69-59 with just 
over three minutes left in 
the game, but were able 
to cut the deficit to 83-81 
with 26 seconds left. The 
Crusaders scored the next 
three points to clinch 
the victory. Freshman 
forward and Arts & 
Sciences student Jordan 
Wilson and freshman 
guard and Business 
Administration student 
Victoria Milton scored 15 
points each to lead the 
Nanooks.

The Wildcats started 
Saturday’s game with a 
layup to get an early 2-0 
lead, but the Nanooks 
responded with a three-
pointer and never looked 
back after that. The 
Nanooks won the game 
88-68, improving their 
record to 9-10 overall and 
3-8 in the Great Northwest 
Athletic Conference. Five 
players finished the game 
with 10 points or more, 
including Wilson who 
finished with 16 points. 
The Nanooks also shot 
50 percent of their points 
from beyond the three-
point arc.

The Nanooks will hit the 
road this week as they take 
on the Western Oregon 
Wolves and Saint Martin’s 
Saints.

Sophomore right wingman and Business Administration student Nolan Huysmans looks on after 
taking a slap-shot. Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star

Sophomore defenseman and Business Administration student Colton Parayko gets himself ready 
for the next play.  Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star

Junior point guard and Communication student Benissa Bulaya looks for a lane to drive through.
Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star

Junior point guard and Communication student Benissa Bulaya runs out onto the court during 
player introductions. Kurtis Gosney/ Sun Star
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Tuesday
Pub Trivia- $5 per team
8:30 p.m.
The Pub
Answer trivia questions for fabulous prizes

“Mixing renewable energy into small electricity grids fed 
by diesel-powered generators” lecture

Noon

Duckering Building 531

“A world without night: The endless possibilities of radar 
remote sensing” lecture

7 p.m.

Westmark Gold Room on 813 Noble St.

Over & Under         
Events Calendar 

  8

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Movie Night: MYSTERY FILM - Free
8 p.m.
The Pub
It could be anything! Check out and see what it is! My 
guess is it’s “Buckaroo Banzai.”

“Antarctic icefishes: life without hemoglobin” lecture
5:30 p.m.
Schaible Auditorium, Bunnell Building

-21

+21

Ukulele Russ- Free

8 p.m.

The Pub

Local favorite plays songs with his trusty ukulele.

Colors of Nature public presentation: “Imaging the Arctic”

7 p.m.

Noel Wien Public Library

-21

+21

Theneeds- Free
9 p.m.
The Pub
Local lyrically driven rock

SFOS M.S. Defense: R. Descoteaux “Effects of Ocean 
Acidification on Development of Alaskan Crab Lar-
vae.”
2 p.m.
201 O’Neill

Hess Vegas- Free
9 p.m.
Hess Rec Center
Gamble with fake money for real prizes

-21

+21

-21

  10
Monday

Ep-Nar - Free
7 p.m.
The Pub
Movies about snowboarding and skiing! 

Movie: “Sound City”- Free
7 p.m.
Wood Center Ballroom
Documentary from Musician Dave Grohl about 
the history of recording studio Sound City Studios. 
Sounds great!

-21

+21

Compiled by John Seiler
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Pool Party- Polar Express ID needed
$2.00 entree fee
8 p.m.
Patty Pool
S.A.O. is throwing a pool party! PARTY IT UP!

TIRED OF 
RUNNING FOR 

THE BUS?

24/7 LOANS Toll-Free 1-866-564-2259
or apply online www.TrueNorthFCU.org

Federally Insured by NCUA

AUTO RATES
as low as 2.35%*APR!

*Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rate subject to creditworthiness; 
advertised rate includes discounts for credit protection and automatic payment.
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Loans for credit, quality or an Alaskan experience? 

Mobile Mogul: The Nokia Lumia 1020

Lakeidra Chavis

Editor-in-Chief

Is college worth it?

Is the quality of educa-
tion we receive worth the 
money we put into it?

In 2012, $28,000 was the 
average amount of student 
debt for University of 
Alaska students. Half of 
UA students take out loans 
at some point during their 
college career, according 
to Alaska Business 
Monthly.

For some UA students, 

that answer can be com-
plicated. 

Katie Shier, a former high 
school classmate and 
20-year-old junior English 
student at the University 
of Alaska Southeast is cur-
rently $20,000 in debt. 

“In what world does 
it make sense that an 
18-year-old right out of 
high school is going to 
have enough forethought 
or even financial stability 
to apply for college, fill out 
the paperwork and find 
some way to pay for it?” 
Shier said in an email.

Although Shier didn’t 
know how much college 
would cost when she was 
in high school, she knew 
she was going to take out 
loans. 

“Both my parents are 
teachers and have always 
told me I wouldn’t be able 
to have financial help from 
them,” Shier said.

Twenty-two-year-old UAF 
civil engineering student 
Grace Amundsen has also 
taken out loans to attend 
college.

Amundsen has taken out 
approximately $40,000 in 
student loans. 

She has received a few 
engineering-based schol-
arships to help her along 
the way.

Amundsen acknowledged 
that she underestimated 
the cost before attending. 

“It definitely costs more 
than UAF predicts on their 
site, for sure,” she said.

Junior Chemistry student 
Cris Lorlamai just began 
taking out loans last 
semester. 

Lorlamai said that he 
would probably still attend 
college without loans, but 
would need more help 
from his parents.

Lorlamai, Amundsen 
and Shier all described 
the loan application 
process as difficult and 
thought there were ways 
their universities could 
improve.

“For the amount I’m 
paying, I should be 
receiving so much more 
help, better food, and 

classes that I need offered 
more often,” Shier said.

Amundsen thinks that 
professors would benefit 
from teaching workshops 
to help with their skills. 

“My professors are, with-
out an exception, expe-
rienced in their field,” 
Amundsen said, “I think 
that perhaps they should 
get some actual training in 
teaching as well as engi-
neering.”

Although some might say 
that ‘you get what you 
pay for,’ going to school in 
Alaska is unique. 

The cost of school is inex-
pensive compared to other 
universities in the Lower 
48. There’s also the cold 
weather, and other hic-
cups in the UA system like 
good academic advising 
and good cafeteria food. 

But there’s the sense of 
community that comes 
from small towns. The 
oppurtunities available to 
us are both affordable and 
create long-lasting experi-
ences that you can only 
get to Alaska. 

All of the factors are why 
Shier, Amundsen and  
Lorlamai said they’d rec-
ommend UA to students 
looking to go to  
college in Alaska. 

And not every student 
goes into debt during col-
lege. History and journal-
ism student Audri Pleas 
and station manager at 
KRUA, the University of 
Alaska Anchorage’s radio 
station, took a four-year 
break before starting col-
lege. 

During that time, she 
worked at Wal-Mart 
and was able to save up 
approximately $15,000 in 
order to pay for her educa-
tion.

As a station manager, 
Pleas receives a tuition 
bonus which helps cut 
down costs.

All of them acknowledged 
that college has opened up 
doors they wouldn’t have 
otherwise been open.

“I’ve been able to access 
people that I know I 
wouldn’t have been able 
to at bigger universities,” 

Pleas said, adding that one 
of her professors had 20 
years of NPR. 

Pleas also co-hosted the 
Alaska Press Club con-
ference, an annual state-
wide professional journal-
ism conference based in 
Anchorage.

Amundsen studied abroad 
in England and helped 
build the annual Ice Arch 
one year.

Lorlamai has been 
involved in leadership 
events. 

“I went on the Emerging 
Leaders Retreat with LIVE 
and met some great peo-
ple and made some new 
friends,” Lorlamai said.

But all loans have to be 
paid off eventually. For 
Shier, it’s a stressful situ-
ation.  

“I wish I could leave 
college debt free,” Shier 
said, “But I can’t and that’s 
going to make starting a 
life after school so much 
harder than it needs to be. 
And that to me is more 
ridiculous than war and 
the country’s debt.”

EDITORIAL

Tal Norvel

Sun Star Columnist

The Samsung Galaxy S4 
is full of new features 
never-before-seen in a 
smartphone.

Users can navigate the 
five-inch HD touch screen 
without even touching 
it. A special port on the 
phone allows it to be used 
as a wireless TV remote. 
The phone’s front and rear 
cameras can record video 
at the same time. On top 
of all this, the device is 
fast because it runs on 
eight cores of processing 
power.

The Galaxy S4 is made 
of plastic, with a sharply 
detailed 13 megapixel 
LED flash camera on 
the backside, and a two 
megapixel camera on the 
front.

Available in three 
memory sizes -- 16, 32, or 
64 gigabytes -- Samsung.
com lists seven different 
color options for the 

phone: black, white, red, 
blue, brown, pink and 
purple.

The touch screen has a 
resolution of 1920 x 1080, 
the same as full-HD 
flat screen TVs. The 1.9 
and 1.6 GHz quad-core 
processors work together 
to create quick response 
times for apps and 
multimedia.

The Galaxy S4 runs on the 
Android 4.2 (Jelly bean) 
operating system, a highly 
customizable OS.

Friends who own the 
phone can link up 
together using “Group 
Play” to wirelessly play 
music through everyone’s 
speakers. Games, videos 
and photos can also be 
played and shared across 
synced devices.

A unique feature to the 
Galaxy S4 is eye-tracking. 
The camera lens tracks 
eye position allowing 
“Smart Pause” to stop 
video playback when the 
user looks away. Web 
pages can be scrolled by 
looking up or down on the 
screen edge.

Swipe through web pages 
at the wave of a hand 
using “Air Gestures” or 
preview photo albums 
and emails by hovering 
a finger over the screen 
with “Air Preview.” 

Waving gestures can also 
skip songs in the music 
player or answer phone 
calls while activating 
speaker mode, which 
might come in handy 
for drivers with the 
phone mounted on the 
dashboard.

Dual photo and video 
recording is possible 
since the front and back 
cameras can record 
simultaneously, allowing 
both subject and camera 
person to be in view.

Infrared blaster 
technology on the 
Galaxy S4 allows users 
to control their TV. With 
the Samsung WatchON 
app from the Google Play 
Store, users can access 
a universal TV guide 
capable of searching 
for entertainment from 
multiple providers. 

Along with standard 

channel controls, the 
app can access live or 
on-demand movies and 
TV shows.

With a special cable some 
games can be played on 
the Galaxy S4 using an 
Xbox 360 controller. One 
such game is “Grand 
Theft Auto: Vice City.”

The “S Translator” 
can translate among 
11 different languages 
through text-to-speech 
or speech-to-text. Cnet.
com’s review of the 
translator app said that 
users “better brush up on 
charades” since it’s still 
in need of improvement 
though it’s “a step in the 
right direction.”

Another cool feature 
is “S Health.” This app 
monitors  walking dist-
ance and calories burned 
and has a food log for user 
entry. Heart rate can be 
monitored using an extra 
accessory.

Here’s the catch: the 
price ranges from 
approximately $200 to 
$630 dollars. Having a lot of 
features means the phone 

College Survival Guide: 
Alaska to New York in the winter...on a motorcycle?

Jason Hersey

Sun Star Columnist

For the third time 
since September 2012, 
Fernando García of Spain, 
known as El Búfalo, passed 
through Fairbanks on the 
same beat up Kawasaki 
motorcycle with another 
crazy travel scheme—this 
time: Alaska to New York 
in the middle of winter.

This winter break was 

Fernando García, “El Búfalo,” prepares to leave Fairbanks for his 
trip: Alaska to New York in winter time. It was -2 Farenheit, and 
he travels without an assist vehicle behind him.  December 29, 
2013

An image of the new Nokia Lumia 1020. Photo courtesy of Nokia.
com. 

cold, dark and it was 
refreshing in a sick sort 
of way to watch my friend 
deal with the harsh cold 
here, so far from his beach 
home in Southern Spain. 

I had known that he was 
planning this trip since 
late October 2013, but I 
kept messaging him on 
Facebook that people 
don’t just ride their dirt 
bike down the Alaska-
Canada highway in the 
middle of winter. I have 
never seen anyone on 
a motorcycle in my ten 

is likely difficult to use for 
smartphone beginners, 
though a function called 
“easy mode” can aid the 
learning process.

The Galaxy S4 is a phone 
for the tech savvy. If you 
enjoy messing around 
with a lot of cool features, 
then this is the phone for 

you. However if you’re 
on a budget, most of the 
features you can probably 
live without.

For more information on 
the Samsung Galaxy S4, I 
recommend checking out 
Cnet.com, Engadget.com 
or YouTube.

years, I told him. You 
can’t tell El Búfalo what to 
do, I realized.

My wife and I met El 
Búfalo via couchsurfing.
org in September 2012. 
He had just landed in 
Anchorage and bought 
the Kawasaki 650 KLR 
second hand. He made it 
to our place in Fairbanks 
planning on taking the 
bike up to Prudhoe Bay 
and then descending to 
the tip of Argentina—the 
Tierra del Fuego, or Land 
of Fire.

As is the custom of the 
couch surfing community, 
El Búfalo stayed with us a 
few days before his trip to 
Prudhoe and a few more 
before heading south 
late that September. I 
remember thinking that 
he seemed incredibly 
unprepared for this trip 
and already the bike was 
having electrical problems 
that needed fixing in my 
driveway before he could 
go anywhere.

El Búfalo’s style of travel 
is one that is seeming to 
become more popular in 
the last few years. In ways, 
similar to Christopher 
McCandless’s story told by 

the book and movie “Into 
the Wild,” El Búfalo travels 
to tell a story of adventure 
and perseverance with 
little regard for how he 
will get there and also—
with very little money.

I travel so that those who 
follow my story and those 
I meet will realize that 
they could do it too, he 
always told me.

And they do follow him! 
With over 3,000 Facebook 
friends, about 800 on 
Twitter, a blog that is 
full of advertisements 
from friendly Spanish 
businesses, El Búfalo self-
documents his travels 
continually with video, 
stills, writing and a GoPro 
strapped to his helmet. 

There was even a reality 
TV documentary that 
aired in Mexico while 
he traveled to Tierra del 
Fuego with episodes of 
him crossing and getting 
stuck in the world’s largest 
salt flats desert, Salar de 
Uyuni of Bolivia.

So after the trip to 
Argentina (and back to 
Anchorage) on the same 
motorcycle and when 
in mid-December in 

Fairbanks he told me he 
was going to go get his 
motorcycle out of the 
shop in Anchorage and 
return over my winter 
break to start the trip to 
New York, all I could say 
was, “The door is open. 
You’re crazy, but the door 
is open.”

The Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner reported 
on Dec. 26, 2013 that a 
traveler on a motorcycle 
from Spain pulled in to 
the Clear Sky Lodge in 
Anderson on Dec. 23rd,  
taking some time to warm 
up and that his heated 
suit had quit working. In 
fact, the suit never worked 
at all the entire trip, which 
took him nearly 16 hours 
that day from Anchorage.

El Búfalo arrived that 
night from Anchorage 
to my Ester cabin just in 
time for a -40 cold snap. 
After some days of sitting 
frozen in my driveway, we 
finally got the bike to a 
heated garage in the back 
of my pick-up. 

We managed to figure 
out that the heated suit, 
which was wired straight 
from the battery by a 
very expensive Kawasaki 

shop in Anchorage, only 
worked with a different 
size fuse.

Today, El Búfalo is in 
Edmonton, Alberta 
waiting for a new 
thermostat for the 
Kawasaki to arrive so he 
can continue his journey 
to New York. 

As always, people are 
amazed seeing this 
traveler on a dirt bike ride 
in on the snowy highways. 
They continue to offer 
their couches, some 
dinner, and exchange 
laughter at his many crazy 
and amazing stories from 
the road.

Stories like the one he 
told to my wide-eyed 
students in my Spanish 
classes while student 
teaching at Hutchison 
High School when he 
was here in December: 
“I crossed the salt desert 
into Chile, where only 
drug traffickers go, with a 
few bottles of water and a 
chocolate bar.”

You can follow El Búfalo 
at http://bufaloiceman.
blogspot.com/
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10 things kids from  the 90’s remember

cassettes

teletubbies

boy meets world 

n*SYnc 

the fresh prince

the amanda show 

fake cigarette candies

nintendo 64

lisa frank

ferbies

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

BUSINESS  WORKSHOPS - Non-Graded CEU Courses
ABUS F001C TEAMBUILDING/MOTIVATING EMPLOYEES .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
37462 T01 W 9:00a-12:00p 604B 211 Craddock, D 03/05

ABUS F003C PLANNING A SUCCESSFUL EVENT .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
37465 T01 W 9:00a-12:00p 604B 211 TBA 03/26

ABUS F004C CHANGE IS GOOD: FROM GOOD TO GREAT .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
37463 T01 W 9:00a-12:00p 604B 211 Craddock, D 02/19

ABUS F005C  TIME, PROJECT & MEETING MANAGEMENT .6 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $120.00
37466 T01 R 9:00a-12:00p 604B    211   Dexter, C   04/24-05/01

ABUS F006C BUILDING A QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
38783 T01 W 9:00a-12:00p 604B 211 Craddock, D 02/12

ABUS F007C HIGH PERFORMANCE SALES TECHNIQUES .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
38785 T02 Sa 9:00a-12:00p 604B 208 Craddock, D 02/22

ABUS F008C DEALING WITH DIFFICULT PEOPLE .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
38786 T01 W 9:00a-12:00p 604B 211 Craddock, D 03/12

SPECIAL INTEREST WORKSHOPS - Non-Graded CEU Courses
CIOS F001C INTRO TO WORDPRESS .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
34725 TE1 R 6:00p-9:00p 604B 306 Partee, D 04/03

CIOS F002C GETTING YOUR CAMERA OFF AUTO .3 CEU
Special fee in Lieu of tuition:  $60.00
34726 TE1 T 6:00p-9:00p 604B 306 Paris, T 02/11

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

SPRING
 2014

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kelly Wilson, 455-2858, kelly.wilson@alaska.edu

www.ctc.uaf.edu/ProDev

Did you know your employee benefits NOW cover up to 4 UA 
approved non-credit courses a semester! 

www.alaska.edu/benefits/tuition-waivers/

UA EMPLOYEES

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSES
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