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Students raise money for Wood Center employee’s stolen iPad

Ph.D. Space Physics Student Susmita Hazra breaks it down on the dance floor at the end of the night on Saturday, Nov. 2.   Elika 
Roohi/Sun Star

continued on page 3

Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporter

Some UAF students came 
to the aid of student Kenji 
Machida after his iPad 
was stolen by an unknown 
individual. The students 
started a fundraiser.  

Machida’a iPad was stolen 
while he was working in 
the Wood Center on Oct. 
9. 

He listens to his music 
as he cleans tables in the 
Wood Center cafeteria. 

He left the iPad on his 
cleaning cart while he 
took a bag of trash out-
side. When he returned, 
the iPad was gone.

Machida reported the 
theft to the UAF Police 
Department but the iPad 
has not yet been found 
and the investigation is 
ongoing.

In reaction to the theft, an 
Indiegogo campaign was 
started to raise money for 
a new iPad. 

According to the cam-
paign’s summary, an 

anonymous coworker of 
Machida’s began “Replace 
K’s iPad” and chose to 
host it on the third-party 
fundraising site. 

Similar to Kickstarter, 
individuals can fund 
their projects online and 
share a link through social 
media to spread the word.

“We want to raise money 
to help the patron replace 

his iPad, not just with the 
same iPad but with the 
latest, greatest iPad!” the              
campaign’s summary 
said.

The campaign’s goal is to 
raise $650 by the end of 
Tuesday, Nov. 5. The lat-
est, greatest iPad is now 
the iPad Air. 

Nikki Navio

Sun Star Reporter

Chris Redfox is running 
marathons with a pur-
pose: to carry on the 
memory of his brother 
and run a marathon in all 
50 states.

Redfox, currently a fresh-
man Electrical Engineer-
ing student, grew up in 
Mountain Village, off the 

Yukon River in Western 
Alaska. He loved playing 
basketball, running, stay-
ing active and spending 
time with his family.

On January 23, 2010, 
Redfox’s brother, Jerel 
Redfox was hit on the 
Nenana Parks Highway 
by an intoxicated driver. 
The motorist continued 
driving after the incident, 
leaving Jerel wound-
ed until he died. When 
Redfox heard about the 

news, he didn’t know how 
to cope and neither did 
his family.

“After my brother passed 
away, I was barely doing 
anything,” Redfox said. 
Several months went by 
after the accident when 
he decided to attempt the 
Crow Pass Marathon. “I 
wasn’t really prepared 
to run a marathon race 
but I wanted to chal-
lenge myself so I decided 
to enter the race.” Redfox 

got to the last .2 miles of 
the race and started hurt-
ing. He didn’t know if he 
would finish the mara-
thon, but he thought 
about Jerel.

“Thinking about him 
made me realize that I 
wanted to finish. He gave 
me the strength to finish 
the race,” Redfox said.

It wasn’t until after run-
ning his second marathon 
in Hawaii that Redfox 

came up with a goal. He 
would run 50 marathons 
in all states in memory 
of his brother. His goal 
has been an inspiration 
to many different people, 
including fellow distance 
runner Ben Paul Ander-
son-Agimuk, a Junior 
from Chevak, Alaska.

UAF freshman is running 50 marathons in memory of brother

Club on 
campus 
helps 
students 
improve 
speaking 
skills

David Spindler

Sun Star Reporter

Officially starting in 2009, 
UAF Toast of Alaska or 
Toastmasters club gives 
students the opportunity 
to learn to be effective in 
their communication and 
leadership through prac-
tical experience. 

Toastmasters helps stu-
dents, commonly gradu-
ate students, to over-
come nervousness people 
might experience when 
speaking in front of an 
audience.

The club meets in Murie 
Building, room 103 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., every 
Tuesday.

“My committee members 
strongly encouraged me 
to join Toastmasters since 
I have a fear of public 
speaking in my presen-
tations due to nervous-
ness,” said Emily Dick-
son, a Natural Resources 
and Agricultural Sciences 
graduate student. 

“I’ve been a member since 
2009, and I’m also the 
Vice President of Mem-
bership who gets involved 
with meeting new mem-
bers and encouraging 
them to join.”

The club works by having 
members actively partici-
pate in speaking activi-
ties. One of them is “table 
topics.” 

Table topics is an activity 
that helps people speak 
efficiently by incorporat-
ing improv. 

During the activity, a per-
son begins a sentence 
and another person has 
to begin the sentence or 
phrase in under minute.

The club also has many 
formal club positions.

The wordmaster, is a 
person who presents the 
“word of the day.” 

Members try to incorpo-
rate the word into their 
speeches, which is meant 
to help improve and 
expand their vocabular-
ies. 

At the end of each meet-
ing, the Wordmaster 
reports how much the 
word was used and by 
whom.

Another member of the 
club is the humorist, who 
presents a joke to the 
audience. The joke can be 
anything from a one-liner 
to a short story. 

Gerald Maschmann, 
who has been a member 
of Toastmasters since it 
began was the humorist 
for the Oct. 29 meeting.

“I prepared my jokes 
ahead of time since I 
signed up online to be the 
humorist, and when I get 
here and see new faces, I 
see already this is really 
going to mix things up,” 
Maschmann said.

Midway through the 
meeting, there is always a 
speech given by a partici-
pating member. 

continued on page 3

Diwali celebration brings light and warmth to Fairbanks

Highlight: Women’s 
Basketball prepares for 

new season

Senior forward and Justice student Ruth O’Neal prepares for a 
rebound against her former teammate, Tori Durham, a former 
Communications student.

See page 6 

UAF hosts lecture on new zombie and 
cancer research 

Continued on page 4

Ivan Kvapil

Sun Star Reporter

On Oct. 30, Dr. Michael 
Harris and Dr. Andrej 
Podlutsky gave  a free 
lecture on zombies and 
cancer research, which is 
a part of a lecture series 
hosted by the Office of 
Undergraduate Research 
and Scholarly Activity. 

Harris, a UAF professor 
of Physiology and Neu-
roscience, started his 
discussion about zom-
bies by insisting that they 
are not in fact undead 
but merely, “animatedly 
challenged.” His reason-
ing was that if we want 
to understand zombies 
properly, we cannot be continued on page 7

Illustration by Raechyl      
Huisingh

doing it with anything 
supernatural in mind and 
have to do it from a purely 
scientific standpoint.

Harris mentioned some 
interesting things about 
zombies, such as the fact 
that they only require 
percent percent  of the 
metabolic requirements 
of regular humans. This 
makes them more akin 
to reptiles than humans, 
but also helps understand 
why they can take a bul-
let to the chest and still 
function.  They may not 
have the same metabolic 
requirements as humans 
but they still have the 
potential to make as much. 
In short, about 95 percent 
of a zombie would have to 

 Lakeidra Chavis

 Sun Star Reporter

Students, faculty, staff 
and Fairbansians came 
together and celebrat-
ed the UAF Diwali festi-
val last Saturday in the 
Wood Center Ballroom. 

The event was hosted by 
UAF club Namaste India. 
and some of the proceeds 
went to the United Way, a 
non-profit charity organi-
zation.

The festival started at 6:30 
p.m., Namaste India club 
President Vamshi Avad-
hanula and club faculty 
advisor Shirish Patil gave 

opening remarks. UAF 
Chancellor Brian Rogers 
said that he was proud 
that the UAF and Fair-
banks communities sup-
ported the celebration. 
“We’re better off because 
UAF is an international 
institution,” Rogers said.

Diwali, also known as 
the Festival of Lights, is 

the celebration of joy and 
prosperity and the tri-
umph of good over evil. 
Diwali is the third day of 
a five-day Hindu celebra-
tion. One story of the ori-
gins of Diwali is the story 
of prince Rama. Rama 
was the son of the king, 
who had three wives and 
12 children. When one of 
the king’s wives became 

jealous of Rama, fearing 
that he would become 
king instead of her son, 
Rama was banished from 
the kingdom for 14 years, 
along with his wife and 
brother.

During the 14 years, a 
demon fell in love with 
Rama but the love  was 
unrequited, and Rama 
cut off her nose. In retali-
ation, the demon’s hus-
band kidnapped Rama’s 
wife. With the help of his 
brother, Rama defeated 
the demon king. When 
their 14 years of exile were 
over, they returned to the 
city. The city was lit up 
with lights and fireworks 
to welcome them home.

Each celebration is com-
menced by a prayer song. 
Veteran performer Sud-
ha Naidu dedicated this 
year’s prayer to her father, 
who was never able to see 
her perform at the UAF 
celebration.

After the prayer, club 
members Priyam Sharma 
and Summer Sessions 
Communications Special-
ist Charu Uppal presented 
a video explaining what 
Diwali is.
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MAN ON THE STREET:  

“I would get the hell out of Fairbanks 
and go to Juneau. It’s an island so may-
be there will be less infected people 
there. I would go with my dad to hide 
in the mountains and use the natural 
resources, like fish, plants and water to 
survive off of.”

Kayla Bishop, 21, Accounting

What is your zombie apocalypse survival plan?

“I would get my boyfriend and go to a 
place with food, water, shelter and big-
ger people that can protect me and that 
I can hide behind. I would take one of 
my dad’s guns for myself.”

Nicole Swoffe, 18, Physiology

“I would gather close friends and fam-
ily. We would go to Wal-Mart to gather 
weapons, amo, food and water. We 
would also need to stock up on gaso-
line for our vehicle with a machine gun 
on top.  We’d make a cabin on top of a 
mountain and fight off the zombies that 
come near.

Teddy Martin, 21, Petroleum Engineering

“I would go to Fort Wainwright’s com-
missary and armory.  Then, hole up in 
my house until summer comes. Then, 
I will make my way down south to 
Panama.”

Gage Wright, 18, Physics and  Pre-Med

ASUAF Recap - November 3, 2013
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Police Blotter: Through Nov. 5, 2013

“Well, I can’t hide because I will eventu-
ally be found and trapped by the zom-
bies. My weapon of choice would be an 
aluminum bat because it’s light weight, 
will have unlimited amo and it won’t 
break like a wooden bat would. There 
is safety in numbers so I would form a 
pack of people. Oh, and I would prob-
ably cry.”

Virginia Miner, 23, Sociology

“I would be with family in Wasilla. We 
would get a lot of food and water and 
go to our cabin in Big Lake and hide 
out there with our guns.”

Walter Berg, 22, Undeclared

By Kailey Skinner

Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporter

Senators Present

Matthew Carrick, Brix 
Hahn, Cordero Reid, 
Shane Poindexter, Jona-
than Quinones, Daniel 
Strigle, Sarah Walker and 
Lida Zakurdaew

Senators Absent

Tayesia Nick, Jonathan 
Quinones and Ashley 
Strauch

Officers Present

Michael Mancill and Ayla 
O’Scannell

Directors Present

Michael Magnan

Resignation

Michael Wilson has 
resigned from his senate 
position.

Appointments

Presidential appoint-
ments were given to 
Michael Magnan, Joseph 
Milron and Hunter 
McGovern for the Elec-
tions Board. O’Scannell 
supported her appoint-
ments and said Magnan 
has existing experience 
with elections, and the 
other two are neutral and 
not affiliated with ASUAF. 
The appointments were 
moved to Executive Com-
mittee.

Vetoeing power

O’Scannell vetoed three 
bills due to the speed 
at which the bills were 
passed, poor language 
and structure. 

“I don’t want to veto the 
bill just because I dis-
agree with it. I will, in 
this case, because I didn’t 
agree with how they were 
written and how they 
were passed through,” 
O’Scannell said, “We have 
the committee process 
because we want strong 
bills.”

The vice president chairs 
both the Club Funding 

Committee and the Elec-
tions Board. Club funding 
amounts have been allo-
cated and will be present-
ed for second reading. 
The date for fall senate 
seat elections will be Nov. 
25. “If you are a fall sena-
tor, your time has come to 
run again,” Mancilll said.

To smoke or not to smoke

Smoke-free policies came 
up at the UA System Gov-
ernance Council meet-
ing as it is the council’s 
responsibility to consider 
policy changes prior to 
gaining approval from the 
UA President or Board of 
Regents. O’Scannell sug-
gested that the topic be 
included in the ballot as a 
poll question in the Nov. 
25 ASUAF election.

Committee Reports

The Executive Commit-
tee discussed “SR 181-001 
Reformation of Residence 
Life Policies and Practic-
es,” but could not make 
changes or decisions until 
first reading. 

The committee further 
discussed having more 

microwaves on campus 
and the purchase of give 
aways. They are also look-
ing at spending $100 on 
a small blimp that would 
have the ASUAF logo on it 
as well as drafting legisla-
tion for a new banner and 
table skirt for tabling.

The Student Affairs Com-
mittee was informed that 
the Aerial Silk Club no 
longer needs funding for 
mats because the Student 
Resource Center offered 
to purchase mats for the 
club. The committee is 
looking at working with 
Rural Student Services as 
a student outreach effort.

A resolution for  
Residence Life

The resolution is spon-
sored by Strauch to 
encourage Chancellor 
Brian Rogers to reform 
the way that Residence 
Life  conducts its business 
with double standards 
and providing poor cus-
tomer service. 

The resolution  is meant 
to catalyze system-wide 
improvements within 
UAF’s Department of Res-
idence Life. After the res-

olution’s first reading, it 
was moved to the Execu-
tive Committee.

Confirmation of appoint-
ments

The appointments of 
Chanda File to Media 
Board and Benjamin 
Anderson to Government 
Relations Council were 
opened to discussion. 
Each vote was unani-
mously in favor of the 
appointment

Second reading

CB 181-001 Fall 2013 Club 
Funding Allocation bill 
automatically moved to 
second reading. In order 
to be eligible for funding 
a club has to be a recog-
nized club, send an offi-
cer to club training and 
submit an application. 
Mancill was chair of the 
committee. The senate 
passed the legislation by 
a unanimous vote.

For more information on 
Sunday’s meeting, read the 
rest of the ASUAF Recap 
on the  Sun Star’s website.

Shae Bowman

Sun Star Reporter

October 24- King quad 
stolen

A UAF grounds keeper 
reported that a 2009 Suzu-
ki four wheeler belonging 
to UAF facility services 
had been stolen. It was 
last seen chained to a tree 
on the UAF trail near the 
satellites on West Ridge 
Friday, Oct. 18. 

The four wheeler was last 
used by the UAF grounds 
keeper while working on 
the UAF ultimate frisbee 
golf course. 

The grounds keeper left 
the four wheeler chained 
to the tree over the week-
end and discovered that 
it was missing Monday 
morning. 

The grounds keeper talk-

ed to the other workers 
that had access to the four 
wheeler about if they had 
taken it and none of them 
had.  

The UAF grounds keeper 
told campus police that 
he still had the keys for 
the four wheeler. The 
investigation is on-going.

October 25- Suicidal 

The Moore Hall resident 
director reported concern 
for a suicidal person in 
the dorms. 

The RD said the person 
was talking about using 
medications to overdose. 

The campus police trans-
ported the person to Fair-
banks Memorial Hospital 
to ensure that the person 
had not taken medica-
tions. 

No medications had been 
taken by the person.

October 25- Minor con-
suming and driving

A campus officer observed 
an individual exit a vehi-
cle and urinate on a tree 
outside Wickersham Hall. 
The individual told the 
officer that he had been 
driving after consuming 
alcohol. The individual 
was also a minor with a 
provisional license. The 
officer cited the individ-
ual for violation of a pro-
visional license and gave 
him a summons to appear 
in court for a minor oper-
ating after consuming 
alcohol.

October 26- Third times 
a charm

A campus officer contact-
ed an intoxicated individ-
ual in Moore Hall because 
the individual was in vio-
lation of  his conditions 
of release. The individual 
was transported to Fair-

banks Correctional Cen-
ter and banned from all 
UAF residential facilities 
besides his own dorm 
room. The individual was 
also contacted by a cam-
pus officer on foot patrol 
on Wednesday, Oct. 27, 
because he was intoxi-
cated. That was his third 
arrest for alcohol related 
crimes.

October 28- Laundry 
room bandits

An individual living in the 
Cutler Apartments report-
ed that all of their clothes 
were stolen from the 
500-block laundry room. 

The individual told cam-
pus police that they had 
left the laundry in the 
laundry room overnight. 
The individual estimated 
the clothes total value to 
be $200-300. The investi-
gation is on-going.

October 29- Suicidal 

A concerned parent 
called campus police 
because she had received 
a text message from her 
daughter indicating that 
she was struggling with 
suicidal thoughts. The 
individual is living in 
Skarland. The campus 
police contacted the stu-
dent and the resident 
directors in the director’s 
office. 

According to the police 
and the resident director, 
the student seemed to be 
in good spirits. An hour 
later, a Skarland resident 
assistant contacted cam-
pus police because they 
were concerned for the 
student’s safety.  Cam-
pus police transported 
the student to Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital.
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Machida is a DJ and takes 
pride in his extensive 
music library, so he will 
need an iPad with a large 
memory space. While the 
32 gigabyte iPad would fit 
the budget of the cam-
paign, the 64 GB model is 
what Machida is hoping 
to purchase.

When not on the job, 
Machida walks around the 
second floor of the Wood 
Center with his music. 

“I’m a DJ, so I guess it’s 
part of my personality and 
who I am,” Machida said.
Machida has created a 
large library of music from 
numerous genres ranging 
from country to rap. The 
music sometimes comes 
straight from a Pandora 
station while other times, 
Machida listens to self-
made playlists. 

He tries to share music 
that no one has heard yet 

as part of his effort to pur-
sue a career in DJing and 
music production.

Machida said although 
some people express their 
dislike of him playing 
music in the Wood Center 
on social media, he has 
friends who support him.

 “A few friends and people 
on UAF Confessions look 
out for me and what oth-
ers say about me,” Machi-

da said.

In the meantime, Machi-
da is using an iPad on 
loan that he received a 
week after the theft. Rudy 
Osterbauer, a student 
studying Electrical Engi-
neering, communicated 
his intention to loan the 
iPad through a coworker 
of Machida’s. The iPad is 
on loan until Machida can 
purchase a new iPad or 
the stolen one is found.

“I was walking through 
the Wood Center short-
ly after hearing about 
Kenji’s iPad being stolen. 
I saw him with his cart 
but, of course, he had no 
music playing. It made 
me sad,” Osterbauer said. 
“So I went back right after 
my Econ class and gave 
him my iPad. I figured he 
had more use for it than 
I did and I just wanted to 
do something nice.”

The Indiegogo campaign 
will end at 11:59 p.m. on 
Nov. 5. If the campaign is 
unable to reach its goal, 
existing donations will be 
applied to an Apple gift 
card for Machida. 

“I am so happy that peo-
ple care for me and feel 
bad that someone so cruel 
could take something that 
doesn’t belong to them,” 
Machida said.

continued from cover Stolen iPad

continued from cover 50 marathons in memory of brother

UAF student Chris Redfox shows off his tattoos in memory of 
his brother after finishing a marathon. Photo courtesy of Chris 
Redfox.

“Sometimes people 
have been hindered by 
loved ones passing away. 
Instead of having a death 
weigh someone down, 
you can rise above it and 
that’s what Chris is show-
ing. And just that one 
thing can change every-
thing.” 

Redfox has changed the 
ideas of many people in 
his family by trying to find 
peace since his brother’s 
death.  

“My family started getting 
stronger after knowing 
that I was making a differ-
ence. That really helped 

my family get back to their 
feet again.”

Redfox’s story has moved 
other individuals to take 
initiative and bring con-
trol back into their lives. 

He didn’t realize the  
impact he was making by 
sharing his journey until 
he was out running in 
Bethel during a layover 
one day and ran into a 
man on the street. 

“The man said to me, ‘you 
really inspired me to quit 
drinking and smoking 
and you really changed 
my life a lot and I’m start-

ed to work out and lead a 
much healthier life’.  After 
that, it really touched me 
inside and made me feel 
better knowing that I’m 
being effective not only 
to my family but to other 
people in Alaska,” Redfox 
said.

“We can be successful on 
whatever we put our mind 
to. And someone’s doing 
that for the Yukon-Kus-
kokwim delta. One per-
son can change the atti-
tude from that region and 
I think that’s something 
Chris has been slowly 
doing over time,” Ander-

son-Agimuk said.  

So far, Redfox has ran 
in eight marathons in 
five different states. This 
December, he will run in 
the Seattle Marathon. 

He plans to run at least 
five marathons each year 
and reach his goal in ten 
years.

“Running these mara-
thons helps build my 
spirit. It helps make me 
stronger as each day pass-
es and makes me look for-
ward to something in the 
future,” Redfox said.

Wildlife Biology graduate 
student Lindsay VanSo-
meren did a speech on 
the importance of learn-
ing foreign languages 
and why college students 
should learn them; mak-
ing this her third speech 
this semester.

“I really like going up and 

being able to do these 
speeches, and in the past, 
I’ve been told I’m a good 
public speaker,” VanSom-
eren said. 

VanSomeren said that she 
hopes to be a scientific 
researcher one day and 
public speaking is part of 
that. 

“I know that getting up 

here and presenting 
information on a interest-
ing topic can be lots of fun 
and engaging.”

Near the end of every 
meeting, there is some-
one evaluating the speech 
of the day, word of the 
day, the humorist’s jokes, 
and the table topic of 
interest. 

Wildlife Biology graduate 
student Garrett Savory, 
the secretary and trea-
surer of Toastmasters, 
offered to be the evaluator 
on the 29th. 

“Evaluating peoples 
speeches is really tough 
because you really have 
to take note on every little 
detail and mistake so as to 
let the speaker know what 

he or she can improve 
on,” Savory said. 

A typical Toastmasters 
club meeting has 10 to 20 
members at a time. 

Usually the evaluator will 
conclude the meeting 
with what went well and 
what didn’t by quizzing 
the audience on how well 
they learned everything 

that was given during the 
presentation.

“You’re working out your 
speaking ability. The more 
often you come, the better 
off you’ll be. If you don’t 
come or go often, you will 
see little benefit in what 
Toastmasters has to offer 
you,” Savory said.

continued from cover Club on campus 
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continued from cover Diwali celebration brings light and warmth to Fairbanks

November 13TH   

10am - 4pm

All majors 
welcce!

Find Opportunities • Explore Careers
Make Connections with Employers

UAF WOOD CENTER

This program, administered by 
the Center for Global Change 
and Arctic System Research in 
partnership with the Cooperative 
Institute for Alaska Research, 
UAF Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Scholarly Activity, 
and Alaska Climate Science 
Center, provides support for 
UAF undergraduate and graduate 
student research on global change 
presented in an interdisciplinary 
context, with a focus on the arctic 
or subarctic boreal regions.

Research may involve:

Amount: Graduate students up to 
$10,000 for 1 year; Undergraduate 
students  up to $7,500 for 1 year.

Application Deadline:

February 7, 2014 

More information, including 
the announcement of opportu-
nity with complete guidelines, 
is available at http://www.cgc.
uaf.edu. Copies can be picked up 
at the Center for Global Change, 
306 Akasofu (IARC), or the 
Graduate School, 202 Eielson.

Students should read the guidelines 
carefully before preparing and 
submitting a proposal.  

An informational workshop will 
be held November 11. See the 
above URL for details.

Social Sciences 
Engineering

Environmental Sciences

Global Change 
Student 

Research Grant 
Competition

 2014

Ravi Vajjha, a Ph. D. mechanical engineering student, serves 
traditional Indian dessert to the long line of people at the Diwali 
celebration on Saturday, Nov. 2. Elika Roohi/Sun Star

After the program for the Diwali celebration ended, a crowd gathered on the dance floor to break it down to a musical selection 
including everything from viral hit “What Does the Fox Say?” to traditional Bollywood songs. The women in this picture are dancing 
to “Gangnam Syle.” Nov. 2, 2013. Elika Roohi/Sun Starr

Namaste India club members Neha Agrawal, Shruti Oza and 
Nithyusha Yarabolu helped make this rangoli out of lentils. A ran-
goli is a decorative floral patten typically believed to bring good 
luck. Elika Roohi/Sun Star

For 21-year-old Japanese 
Studies student Chelsea 
Paxton, the presenta-
tion helped her under-
stand the celebration. “I 
had no idea what Diwali 
was, but then I was like, ‘I 
heard that story and now 
it makes sense,’” Paxton 
said.

33-year-old Linguistics 
student Jason Harris said 
that he liked the event. 
“I’m enjoying it, the food 
is great [and] it has been 
informative,” Harris said. 
For Paxton and Harris, it 
was their first time attend-
ing the event.

After the presentation, 
guests were invited to 
dinner, which consisted 
of cafeteria-style serving. 
The food was prepared 
in the Hutchinson High 
School kitchen. 

The meal consisted of 
seven dinner items, rang-
ing from well-known 
Indian dishes such as 
butter chicken and matar 
paneer, to onion pakora. 
The meal also included 
three small desserts. Vol-
unteers worked from 6:30 
a.m. until 1 p.m. prepar-
ing the dishes.

After dinner, Namaste 
India club members and 
some family members 

performed traditional 
Indian music, danced, 
sang or even rapped.

22-year-old Mining Engi-
neering graduate student 
Tara Prasad performed a 
flute solo.

“I haven’t, in a long while, 
attended a classical per-
formance,” Uppal said. 
“When he was playing the 
flute, it was amazing.”

Prasad only began playing 
the flute a year ago, after 
someone left the instru-
ment behind. “This is 
kind of a new part to me, 
this kind of Indian envi-
ronment,” Prasad said.

Uppal said that she also 
enjoyed the fact that the 
celebration featured mul-
tilingual performances. 
Songs and prayers were 
spoken in different lan-
guages, such as traditional 
Hindi, Marathi and Ben-
gali. Uppal said that the 
multilingualism was not 

something she remem-
bered when she attended 
past years’ celebrations.

Patil stated that he was 
proud of this years’ fes-
tival. Patil, a Petroleum 
Engineering professor, 
has been the club’s advi-
sor since 2000. 

“It was a great turnout,” 
Patil said, adding that this 
year had the biggest turn-
out ever and was the sec-
ond year in a row that they 
have sold out. “I think 
the community is really 
engaged with this event.”

“We bring the culture 
from India to share with 
our friends and family 

here,” Patil said. “It’s kind 
of learning from each oth-
er.”

“It’s a sense of commu-

nity, not just for us, but 
everybody involved,” 
Uppal said.

Nicole Molders, Professor 
of Atmospheric Sciences, 
said that she thought this 
year’s celebration was 
awesome. “It’s always a 
surprise, the food was 
good [and] you meet a lot 
of friends,” Molders said.

Molders started attending 
the celebrations in 2003, 
after one of her Indian 
students introduced her 
to the celebration.

A portion of the proceeds 
went to the United Way. 
Tickets were $15 for adults 
and $10 for children.

Patil said that he hopes 
next year’s celebration 
will be even more suc-
cessful.

“I think the value of tra-
dition is when people 
understand a little better,” 
Uppal said. 

Watch the Diwali presenta-
tion video on the Sun Star’s 
YouTube page,   
youtube/theuafsunstar

More photos available on our 
website
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Junior Political Science student Margot Adams competes in the 200-yard butterfly event. Kurtis 
Gosney/ Sun Star

Senior Psychology student Bente Heller gets ready for the 100-yard backstroke event..    Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star Reporter

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

Volleyball

The UAF Volleyball team 
played two away games 
last weekend against the 
Western Oregon Univer-
sity Wolves on Thursday 
and Saint Martin’s Uni-
versity Saints on Saturday.

The Nanooks lost Thurs-
day’s matchup in four sets, 
their season record fall-
ing to 3-20. The Nanooks 
were in the lead once in 
the first set, when the 
score was 1-0. The Wolves 
quickly took the lead by 
as many as seven points. 
The Wolves won the set 
25-18. Western Oregon 
won the second as well 
with a score of 25-21.

After an early 8-5 Western 
Oregon lead in the third 
set, the Nanooks scored 
four points in a row to 
get a 9-8 lead. The Wolves 
tied the set at 9-9 immedi-
ately after, only to see the 
Nanooks score another 
three points in a row to 
go up 12-9. The Nanooks 
led 15-10 at one point, 
which was their biggest 
lead in the set as well as 
the game. The Nanooks 
won the set 25-22.

The Nanooks had a 14-10 
lead to start the fourth 
set, but the Wolves scored 
four consecutive points to 
tie the set at 14-14. The 
Wolves went on to win the 
fourth set 25-21.

Senior outside hitter and 
Business Administration 
student Keri Knight fin-
ished the game with a sea-
son-high 16 kills. Sopho-
more outside hitter and 
Art student Sam Harthun 
added 14. Sophomore set-
ter and Nutrition student 
Katelyn Camp finished 
with 37 kills.

The Nanooks won their 
fourth game of the sea-
son on Saturday, Nov. 3 
against Saint Martin’s in 
five sets.

The Saints had an early 
8-4 lead in the first set, but 
the Nanooks scored three 
straight points to cut the 
lead to 8-7. The Nanooks 
grabbed an 11-10 lead, 
but the Saints scored 
the next four points for a 
14-11 lead. The set stayed 
close from that point, but 
the Saints won the set 
25-23.

The Nanooks had an early 
8-7 lead in the second set. 
UAF slowly pulled away 
from Saint Martin’s, scor-
ing four straight points 
in one sequence to go up 
15-11. The Nanooks won 
the set, 25-16.

The Saints were tied with 
the Nanooks 19-19 late 
in the third set, but the 
Nanooks would not let 
them get the lead. The 
Nanooks scored the last 
three points of the set to 
win 25-21.

The Saints won the fourth 
set 25-23, which tied the 
match. When there is a tie 
in sets, the teams com-
pete in a fifth and final 
set. Whoever wins the 
fifth set, wins the game. 

In the fifth set, the 
Nanooks were in the lead 
with a score of 10-6 at one 
point. The Saints took a 
12-11 lead late in the set, 
but the Nanooks quick-
ly regained the lead and 
won the set 15-13.

Harthun finished the 
game with a new season 
high of 27 kills, Knight 
adding 11. Camp finished 
with a season and career-
high of 48 kills. The 
Nanooks’ season record is 
now 4-20.

The Nanooks’ next game 
will take place on Sat-

urday, Nov. 9 when they 
travel to Anchorage to play 
the University of Alaska 
Anchorage Seawolves.

Hockey

The UAF Hockey team 
played in its first series 
as a member of the West-
ern Collegiate Hockey 
Association last week-
end. The Nanooks com-
peted against the North-
ern Michigan University 
Wildcats on Friday, Nov. 
1 and Saturday, Nov. 2 at 
the Carlson Center.

The Nanooks won Fri-
day’s matchup 5-4. The 
Nanooks scored the 
game’s first two goals in 
the first period. The first 
one came on a powerplay 
goal by sophomore center 
and Business Administra-
tion student Tyler Morley 
12 minutes into the peri-
od, followed by his broth-
er, freshman left wingman 
and Business Adminis-
tration student Brandon 
Morley, about two min-
utes later. The Wildcats 
scored a goal late in the 
period to cut the lead to 
2-1 going into the second 
period.

The Nanooks scored three 
out of the four total goals 
that were scored in the 
second period. Sopho-

more forward Cohen 
Adair of Northern Michi-
gan scored the first goal of 
the period, tying the game 
at 2-2. Freshman right 
wingman and Business 
Administration student 
Marcus Basara scored his 
third goal of the season 
on a powerplay to give the 
lead back to the Nanooks 
at 3-2. 

Senior team captain, 
left wingman and Busi-
ness Administration stu-
dent Colton Beck scored 
a powerplay goal of his 
own a little later to put the 
Nanooks up 4-2. Fresh-
man center and Petro-
leum Engineering student 
Shawn Hochhausen add-
ed another goal, his first of 
the season and his career, 
to give the Nanooks a 5-2 
lead going into the third 
period.

The Wildcats started the 
third period with a pow-
er play goal from senior 
defenseman CJ Ludwig 
cutting into the Nanooks’ 
lead at 5-3 with six min-
utes to go. 

Adair scored his sec-
ond goal of the game 
three minutes later to 
cut the deficit to 5-4. The 
Nanooks held on in the 
final three minutes to win 
the game.

The Nanooks lost Satur-

day’s game 2-1. All three 
goals of the game came 
in the first period. The 
Nanooks started the game 
with a goal from Morley a 
little under two minutes 
into the period. 

Northern Michigan tied 
the game up at 1-1 with 
a goal from Ludwig with 
under five minutes left. 
Senior forward Stephan 
Vigier scored a goal on a 
power play with 22 sec-
onds left to give the Wild-
cats a 2-1 lead. The Wild-
cats kept that lead to win.

Freshman goalie Davis 
Jones started for the 
Nanooks, finishing the 
night with 28 saves.

The next series for the 
Nanooks will take place 
on Friday, Nov. 8 and Sat-
urday, Nov. 9 as they trav-
el to Sault Sainte Marie, 
Michigan to take on the 
Lake Superior State Lak-
ers.

Swimming

The UAF Swimming team 
competed in its final 
home meet last weekend 
against the Loyola Mary-
mount University Lions. 

The Nanooks lost to the 
Lions on Friday, Nov. 1 
123-82, but won in five 
of the 11 events. Fresh-

man Business Adminis-
tration student Kathryn 
Pound won two individ-
ual events, the 1000-yard 
and 500-yard freestyle 
events, and started the 
200-yard freestyle relay for 
the Nanooks, which the 
Nanooks won.

Freshman Accounting 
student Victoria Adams 
broke another pool record 
on Friday winning the 
200-yard backstroke event 
with a time of two minutes 
and 4.56 seconds. Senior 
Psychology student Bente 
Heller won the 100-yard 
freestyle event.

Adams broke yet anoth-
er pool record on Satur-
day, Nov. 2, despite the 
Nanooks losing 135-68 to 
the Lions. Adams’ record 
came in the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley event win-
ning in two minutes and 
nine seconds. 

Adams helped the 
Nanooks break another 
pool record at the begin-
ning of the day in the 
200-yard medley. Adams 
started the race, followed 
by sophomore Fisheries 
student Eileen Audette,  
junior Political Science 
student Margot Adams 
and Heller. The Nanooks 
won the event with a time 
of 1:47.77.

Victoria Adams won the 
100-yard backstroke event 
rounding out the wins for 
the Nanooks.

The next swim meet for 
the Nanooks comes in a 
little over a month. UAF 
will travel to Federal Way, 
Washington on Friday, 
Dec. 6 to compete in the 
Husky Invitational.

Women’s Basketball

The UAF Women’s Basket-
ball team started the 2013 
season with their annual 
alumni exhibition game. 

Senior forward and Busi-
ness Administration stu-
dent Samantha Thornton 
and sophomore guard and 
General Studies student 
Brianna Kirk finished the 
game with 13 points each 
to lead the Nanooks.

The Nanooks’ first game 
of the regular season will 
take place on Friday, 
Nov. 8 when they host the 
Western New Mexico Uni-
versity Mustangs at the 
Patty Center at 5:15 p.m.

Freshman left wingman and Business Administration student Brandon Morley tries to shoot the 
puck into the net. Kurtis Gosney/ Sun Star

Junior guard and Accounting student Heidi Pichler is focused on hitting the free throw for the 
Nanooks. Kurtis Gosney/ Sun Star
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Tuesday 

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Pub Trivia- 8: 30 p.m. Pub. Grab a beer and have 
some fun playing trivia!

Chemistry & Biochemistry seminar in 201 Reich-
art Building

-21

+21

Movie night!   8 p.m. at the Pub

Autisim Awareness Silent Auction. 8-5 p.m. in 
room 709 Gruening Building. All proceeds will 
go to autism awareness around the state!

-21

+21

Mason & Karlah- Free. 8 p.m. Pub.  

Music at One. Student recitals in the Davis Con-
cert Hall from 1-2 p.m. The event is free and 
open to the public. 

+21

The Pub’s 38th Birthday Party! Come celebrate 
with the Frosty Bottom Boys at 9 p.m.

+21

11
Monday

Monday Night Football! Free. 4:30 p.m. Wood 
Center Multi-Level Lounge

SWIM vs. Loyola Marymount. 6-8 p.m. at the 
Patty Center Pool
WBB vs. Western New Mexico. 5:15- 7:15 p.m. at 
the Patty Center
MBB vs. Northwest Indian College. 7:30-9:30 
p.m. At the Patty Center

-21

Compiled by Raechyl Huisingh

-21

Saturday

-21

Super Hero Dance Party! 8 p.m. at the Pub.

MBB vs. Northwest Indian College. 7 p.m. at the 
Patty Center

SWIM vs. Loyola Marymount.  12-2 p.m. at the 
Patty Center Pool.

+21

-21

Highlight: Women’s Basketball prepares for new season

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Contributor

The UAF Women’s Bas-
ketball team began the 
2013-2014 season last 
Saturday, playing in the 
annual Alumni game at 
the Patty Center.

This is Cody Bench’s 
fourth year as the head 
coach for the Nanooks. 

The Nanooks won five 
games last season and 
lost 21.

Two players from last year 
are no longer with the 
team: guard and justice 
student Taylor Altenburg 
and forward and Business 
Administration student 
Jacqueline Lovato. 

Altenburg was the 
Nanooks’ leading scorer 
last year, averaging just 
under 10 points per game. 

Lovato was the leading 
three-point shooter for 
the Nanooks last year, 
netting 39.

Five players have returned 
from last year’s squad: 
junior point guard and 

Communications student 
Benissa Bulaya, junior 
guard and journalism stu-
dent Kelly Logue, sopho-
more guard and General 
Studies student Brianna 
Kirk, senior forward and 
Business Administration 
student Samantha Thorn-
ton and senior forward 
and Justice student Ruth 
O’Neal.

Bulaya is a quick guard 
that likes to push the 
ball up the court when-
ever she has the chance. 
The problem with that is, 
however, she finished last 
year with 100 turnovers, 
four per game. 

She will need to reduce 
that number a little 
bit if her team wants to 
improve. Bulaya was the 
team’s second leading 
scorer, though, averag-
ing about eight points per 
game.

Logue is a good leader for 
the Nanooks who plays 
hard and tries to do any-
thing she can to help her 
team win. 

Her biggest challenge, 
though, has been her 
jump shot. It’s a good 

shot, but has been incon-
sistent at times. 

If Logue can improve on 
that part of her game this 
year, that will help the 
Nanooks a lot.

Bulaya and Logue will be 
in the backcourt for the 
Nanooks, while Thornton 
and O’Neal work from 
inside the paint. 

Thornton scored at least 
10 points in her final 
five games last year and 
O’Neal scored in double-
figures twice.

The Nanooks’ first regu-
lar-season matchup will 
take place on Saturday, 

First off is freshman guard and Business Administration student Victoria Milton from Lan-
sing, Michigan. She played at Waverly High School averaging 15 points, six assists and three 
steals per game, according to alaskananooks.com. Milton helped her high school team to a 
combined record of 41-5 over her last two years, earning two conference championships.

Josie Broderick is a freshman Business Administration student from North Pole High 
School in Fairbanks, where she was named the team’s Most Valuable Player her first three 
years. Broderick also earned a spot on the All-Mid Alaska Conference team.

Heidi Pichler is a freshman Accounting student from Anchorage where she placed  on the 
All-Cook Inlet Conference team twice at South Anchorage High School.

Ashlyn Neal is a junior Natural Resource Management student from Sanger, California who 
transferred from Reedley College. Neal averaged just under seven points per game in her 
two years at Reedley.

Candace Prestwich is a junior guard and Business Administration student from Murray, 
Utah who spent two years at the College of Southern Idaho. Prestwich helped her team 
to a 21-12 record during her sophomore year as well as a championship in their region. 
Prestwich scored four points a game.

Delisa Chapman is a junior forward and Social Work student from Palmdale, California 
who spent two years at the College of the Canyons.

Jordan Wilson is a freshman guard and Business Administration student from Henderson, 
Colorado who went to Prairie High School before joining the Nanooks. Wilson was the 
third leading scorer in the entire state of Colorado, averaging over 20 points a game. She 
averaged nine rebounds per game as well.

Autumn Childers is a freshman guard and General Studies student who attended Prescott 
High School in Dewey, Arizona. Childers helped her team to a 21-9 record one year and a 
second-round berth in the conference tournament. Career highs include 28 points and 15 
rebounds.

Cassi Williams is a freshman guard from Klawock, Alaska who went to Klawock High 
School.

Kailee Skjold is a freshman guard and Emergency Management student from Kasilof, 
Alaska who attended Soldotna High School. Skjold averaged 17 points per game  and nine 
rebounds and earned a spot on the Second All-State team as a senior.

10 New Players on the Women’s Basketball Team 

continued from cover Zombie and cancer lecture

be destroyed before it is 
permanently killed.

Podlutsky, a professor of 
Molecular Biology spoke 
next on cancer, and how 
it is surprisingly related 
to zombies, such as how 
both zombies and cancer 
have a degree of biological 
instability. Cancer cells 
are unstable by them-
selves and the organs of 
zombies are unstable due 
to a lack of tissue regen-
eration. 

The most surprising fact 
is that both are incapa-
ble of killing themselves. 
Zombies won’t because 
they don’t have the men-
tal capacity to, but with 
cancer, even if the body 

has sent an order to other 
parts of the body to start 
killing the cancer, can-
cer will not listen. How-
ever, Podlutsky was quick 
to point out a couple of 
the differences in zom-
bies and cancer, such 
as the fact that stem cell 
research is playing an 
important role in curing 
cancer, while zombies are 
immune to stem cells. 

He also stressed that zom-
bies can be our friends, 
and that it is important 
that we research them 
and try to foster human-
zombie relationships.
Podlutsky and Harris said 
that if anyone ever sees 
a zombie, please do not 
attack it, but rather send it 

to their research lab in the 
Murie building as UAF is 
currently the only univer-
sity accepting zombies for 
research purposes.

 However, if it does come 
down to the unfortunate 
situation that it has to be 
killed, Harris’s advice is 
plainly, “decapitation, or 
fire, lots of fire.”

Both Podlutsky and Harris 
said that if anyone wants 
to become a zombie spe-
cialist to please visit them 
in the Murie building. 
Harris expressed mul-
tiple times that “training 
is quick and positions are 
always available as they 
go through researchers at 
a rapid pace.”

Can sea life adapt to ocean’s souring?
SEATTLE (AP) — The 
violet bottom-dwelling, 
prickle-backed spheres 
wriggling in the tank in 
Gretchen Hofmann’s lab 
aren’t really known for 
their speed.

But these lowly sea 
urchins adapt so quickly 
they’re helping answer 
a question that’s key to 
understanding ocean 
acidification:

Like Darwin’s finches or 
Great Britain’s peppered 
moths, these hedgehogs 
of the sea increasingly 
embody nature’s stunning 
capacity for resilience.A 
number of plants and ani-
mals threatened by sour-

ing seas, including some 
mussels, abalone, rock 
oysters, plankton and 
even a few fish, appear 
likely — at least at first 
— to adjust or evolve. 
But few seem as wired as 
these saltwater pincush-
ions to come through 
the next several decades 
unscathed.

Yet work with urchins, 
as well as other species, 
suggests that acidifica-
tion sooner or later may 
still push these and other 
marine organisms beyond 
what they can tolerate.

“Evolution can hap-
pen, and it can happen 
quickly,” said Hofmann, a 
marine biologist at the 

The oceans are absorbing 
a quarter of the carbon 
dioxide emitted by burn-
ing coal, oil and natural 
gas. That, researchers say, 
is causing sea chemistry 
to change faster than it 
has for tens of millions of 
years.

Which plants and animals 
can accommodate these 
more corrosive seas — 
and for how long — will 
depend on many factors, 
from where they live to 
their population sizes to 
the depth of stress they 
face from other forces, 
such as warming tem-
peratures and pollution. 
Survival will vary species 
by species. Not everything 
will make it.



Bear cub settling in at new Sitka home
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Ellen Mitchell

Sun Star Columnist

During our second day in 
Cape Town, I woke up ear-
ly, and went to the Fairy 
Glen Nature Reserve. Rid-
ing around in old army 
transport vehicles, we 
came within arms length 
of ostriches, springbok, 
water buffalo, wildebeest 
and zebra. We even got 
down off the car to get eye 
level with a pair of lion-
esses and their lion in an 
enclosure away from the 
other animals.

Rhino poaching is still a 
big problem in South Afri-
ca. Because rhino horn is 
worth more, in weight, 
than gold or cocaine, 
poachers won’t let a flim-
sy game-reserve fence 
stop them. The two rhi-
nos kept in the Fairy Glen 
reserve outside of Cape 
Town are rare survivors 
of a poaching attack, and 
are kept separate from the 

Semester at Sea: Cape Town
more dangerous animals 
because their defense 
system, their horns, have 
been carved out of their 
heads by poachers in the 
night.

Rhino horn is supposed 
to have healing powers 
and be an aphrodisiac, 
which is absolute non-
sense because it is made 
of keratin, the same as 
human hair or nails, and 
not many people have 
ever gotten aroused by 
chewing their nails.

The story goes that three 
years ago, the two rhinos 
were living a peaceful 
existence on the reserve, 
one male, one female. The 
rangers were hopeful that 
the female might be preg-
nant, helping to bring the 
race back from extinction. 
Then, one night, poach-
ers cut the fence, tran-
quilized the rhinos with 
a powerful and poison-
ous drug, and hacked out 
their horns the way tor-
turers might pull out your 

fingernail from its bed. 
Poisoned and bloody, the 
rhinos were left to die in 
separate ditches, where 
a ranger found them the 
next morning. They were 
still alive, but an antidote 
to the tranquilizing drug 
had to be rushed from the 
nearest human hospital 
and it took weeks for the 
rangers to safely assume 
the rhinos would survive.  
If the female was preg-
nant, she sure wasn’t any-
more after all the trauma.

Today, they continue to 
live peaceful lives serving 
as a live, walking educa-
tion for visitors like me 

Hi Miss Euphoria, I love pegging my hus-
band-to-be, but he says it just makes him 
feel like he needs to pee. I’ve tried all 
sorts of angles and the strap-on should 
be long/thick enough. Am I doing it 
wrong, or is it just not something he’ll 
ever enjoy?

I am not a fan of strap-ons. Why use a 
strap-on when you have a perfectly good 
elbow? But to each her own. I notice you 
didn’t mention lube. Use lube for sure! I 
don’t think you can ever use too much, 
especially on a newb. Also, try foreplay with 
a double-ended dildo or, as I mentioned 
before, a greased-up elbow.

My partner has requested that I eat her 
out, but I have never done that. It’s not 
something that I’m opposed to, but it 
makes me nervous. Do you have any 
good tips for making it good? She gives 
great head, so I want to be able to do this 
good for her.

The trendy new way to go down on a girl 
is to mouth the words to “The Fox (What 
does the fox say?)” by Ylvis while you’re 
down under. Oh, there was also recently a 
great tutorial for this exact thing done at 
the VMAs by Miley Cyrus. What she does 
with her tongue is exactly what you should 
be doing when you’re going down on your 
girlfriend.

Miss Euphoria, my boyfriend likes to 
take me into the shower and pee on me. 
I used to find this disgusting but have 
started to enjoy it because it really turns 
him on. Watching him be so turned on 
made me think about it a lot, and now I 
want to try it. Is it fine to mention that to 
him and ask if I could return the favor?

Golden showers in the Golden Heart City; 
my heart is warmed! Of course you can 
ask him. Since he has that fetish, he should 
totally understand someone wanting to 
experiment with it too! Things could get 
crazy... I hope you have a blast!

Dear Miss Euphoria, don’t get me wrong, 
I’ve been having the best sex in years 
since I’ve been in Alaska, but I just can’t 
help noticing that every woman I’ve been 
with has just been smelly down there. 
And I LOVE to munch it up, but with all 
these bad encounters I’ve had, I am now 
hesitant to even go down anymore. .

The curious stench of a ripe Alaskan, aw 
yes, I know the smell well! It smells a little 
funky, but if you can’t handle the halibut, 
what are you doing on the fishing vessel? 
I’m kidding; a fun alternative to being an 
asshole is suggesting a shower together. 
Make it a fun and sexy conversation... don’t 
accuse or be rude. Speak up, eat out and 
enjoy that crunch-clean taco.

Miss Euphoria, my girlfriend and I are 
expanding our sexual activities, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed your last sug-
gestions. Do you have more you could 
bestow on the rest of us poor horny col-
lege students? The spork only lasts for so 
long.

Eyeball licking is huge this winter. People 
wanting to show off their sexual experimen-
talism will be getting pink eye left and right! 
It’s been described as the hickey of the eye. 
It’s pretty much amazing. Also this month is 
Naughty November so check out, facebook.
com/EraofEuphoria, for fun new fetishes to 
try out and don’t forget to like the page! I’ll 
try to post them weekly so all you nymphos 
can have something that’s just a bit strange.

and the other Semester 
At Sea-ers. The forensic 
trail ended at an aban-
doned warehouse with 
some elephant ivory, but 
no rhino horn. The male 
had reconstructive sur-
gery days before we came. 
The open wound was still 
there, covered with flies. 
The rhino charged the 
big car we were in, but 
stopped about a foot from 
the side, about as far away 
as he would have been if 
his horn had gone tear-
ing through the metal side 
of the car. But there was 
no horn anymore, just 
a mourning grunt as he 
turned away.

A rhino munches on grass in Cape Town, South Africa.             
Ellen Mitchell/ Sun Star

Wordsanity: Typing 50,000 words in 30 days
Ivan Kvapil

Sun Star Contributor

Every year, during the 
month of November 
more than 341,000 people 
participate in National 
Novel Writing Month, or 
NaNoWriMo. The con-
cept of it is simple; write 
a 50,000-word novel in a 
month.

This will be my third year 
participating in the event 
and even as this article is 
written, participants fran-
tically try to think of new 
ways to increase their 
word count

I found out about NaNo-
WriMo from an unex-
pected source, my mother 
who, for the most part, 
had written mostly maga-
zine articles prior to par-
ticipating in NaNoWriMo. 
My mom participated in 
the event three years prior 
and managed to actually 
complete it twice. So I 
thought that I would try 
my hand at it, since I had 

been writing a bunch of 
short stories and want-
ed to try to tie them all 
together. My first novel 
never made it past 15,000 
words. The next year, 
when I tried a historical 
fiction story, I barely got 
to 10,000 words.

As another fellow Nano 
participant, Travis Veazey, 
pointed out, its not always 
about completing the 
novel. Even just partici-
pating is something to be 
proud of because, “Even 
if you write just 20 words, 
that’s 20 words more than 
you would have written 
in the first place.” For me, 
that is what NaNoWriMo 
is all about, because, 
personally, in between 
school, work and social 
activities, I would never 
get any writing done, and, 
in fact, I never do. All I 
ever get is half-written 
stories that have no end-
ing because something 
distracts me, and I have 
no reason to finish it.

With NaNo, I not only 
have a strict deadline to 

meet and a challenge that 
seems close to impossi-
ble, but if I succeed, I get 
a major sense of accom-
plishment. Not only did I 
write a novel, but I did it 
in a month. I mean, imag-
ine being able to put that 
on a resume.

On top of this, NaNo 
allows me to explore and 
create new characters and 
worlds that I would have 
no reason to create with-
out this. In fact, I thought 
up my current NaNo two 
months ago during work 
while I was vacuuming 
something and listening 
to an Alestorm album, 
and I gave myself a chal-
lenge: that this year’s nov-
el would include pirates.

Not only is this kind of 
spontaneous thinking 
encouraged when writing 
your novel, I think NaNo 
helps that kind of think-
ing prosper. The kind of 
spontaneous thinking 
that gives you ideas you 
would have never thought 
of before or brushed aside 
because you may have 

thought it was stupid, but 
instead creates something 
awesome that not only 
changes your story drasti-
cally, but has the chance 
to change you drastically.

NaNo is not just some-
thing I do every year to 
slowly kill myself; it’s 
about fostering creativity 
and spontaneity in my life. 
NaNoWriMo allows me to 
create and learn things 
that I would have never 
known had I not attempt-
ed to write a novel.

If you’re interested in 
participating in National 
Novel Writing Month, go 
to www.nanowrimo.org or 
if you want to meet other 
people in Fairbanks who 
are participating in NaNo, 
we have a Facebook group 
at www.facebook.com/
groups/fairbanksnanow-
rimo/ that anyone is wel-
come to join. Through 
this group, we organize 
get-togethers and events 
designed to make the 
novel writing process easy 
and fun.

SITKA, Alaska (AP) — 
The orphaned black bear 
cub who recently became 
famous in the virtual 
world is settling into her 
new home in the real 
world.

Over 300,000 people 
viewed Smokey’s story on 
Facebook when she was 
captured two weeks ago 
in Seward. Now, Sitka’s 
bear habitat, the Fortress 
of the Bear, is writing her 
next chapter.

At the Fortress of the Bear, 
Les Kinnear leads the 
way into a dark shipping 
container. Inside, light 
shines in through just a 
few holes. At the back is a 
metal mesh fence.

Behind that fence is 
another wire enclosure, 
with a thick bed of straw 
and a dog crate in the cor-
ner. And poking her head 
out of the crate is Smokey 
the bear, the 9-month old 
bear cub who is the For-

tress’s newest, and young-
est resident.

Kinnear runs the Fortress 
of the Bear with his wife, 
Evy. He settles down in 
the straw with a bucket of 
apple bits and dog kibble, 
and begins feeding the 
bear cub by hand.

“The fun part is teaching 
her that there’s enough 
food for her now, that 
she does not have to pan-
ic and eat everything at 
once,” Kinnear says. “So 
we come in here a cou-
ple times a day, and sit in 
here, and work with her.”

Little Smokey takes every 
bite as fast as he will hand 
it to her. She’s the size 
of a spaniel, with a thick 
coat that makes her look 
much bigger than her 25 
pounds. Her face is all 
snout. If you shaved her, 
Kinnear says, she’d look 
like a Chihuahua.The bear 
cub arrived at the Fortress 
of the Bear Oct. 25. She 

was captured two weeks 
ago in Seward, where staff 
at the Spring Creek Cor-
rectional Center found 
her in the space used for 
smoking breaks — hence 
her name, which Kinnear 
says she’ll be keeping.

“They said she was eating 
cigarette butts and candy 
wrappers off the floor, 
when she was captured,” 
Kinnear says. “Her moth-
er had been dead sev-
eral days. And they had 
scheduled to kill her.”

The cub was a minor 
Internet sensation after 
an organization called 
Angels for Animals post-
ed a photo of her on their 
Facebook page, along 
with contact information 
for the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game. 
Angels for Animals says 
the post reached 300,000 
people, and the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game 
was inundated with mes-
sages begging them not 

to euthanize the cub.

The Kinnears volunteered 
to take Smokey — and 
it’s a big undertaking. 
Now that she’s here, she’s 
here for life — she can’t 
be released back into the 
wild, and black bears can 
live up to 20 years in cap-
tivity, Kinnear says. This 
winter, the Fortress will 
have to build a new, sep-
arate enclosure to house 
her — the habitat’s exist-
ing two structures house 
five brown bears, and 
wouldn’t be safe or big 
enough. Kinnear expects 
to get a second black bear 
cub from Fish and Game 
soon, to keep her com-
pany.

For now, the cub seems 
content in her temporary 
digs: she has her head 
entirely inside the bucket, 
finishing off the apple and 
kibble.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(AP) — State officials are 
trying to increase turn-
over in public housing.

Beginning in 2014, able-
bodied renters in subsi-
dized apartments will 
have five years to transi-
tion out of public hous-
ing in a push to get them 
to become self-sufficient, 
The Anchorage Daily 
News reported Saturday.

During the first year, rent 
will drop slightly, from 
30 percent of a person’s 
income to 28.5 percent.

But after that, the monthly 
cost will shift to a percent-

age of the unit’s market 
value, rather than of the 
renter’s income. The per-
centage that renters have 
to pay will increase annu-
ally over the five years, 
eventually covering 100 
percent of the cost.

The policy shift has been 
in the works since 2008. 
State officials said the 
income-based system 
was discouraging renters 
from becoming self-suf-
ficient because the more 
they earned at work, the 
more they had to pay for 
their apartments.

“Sometimes there’s not a 

lot of motivation to make 
more money because 
you feel like you’re just 
going to pay more money 
in rent,” said Cathy Stone, 
director of public hous-
ing with Alaska Housing 
Finance Corp. “So why 
would you work more 
when you would just pay 
the same if you don’t 
work?”

The elderly and disabled 
are not being pressured to 
find work or stop receiv-
ing public housing. They 
will be getting notices on 
Monday that their rent is 
dropping from 30 percent 
of their income to 28.5 

percent, but they’ll also 
now be responsible for 
paying their own utilities.

Bryan Butcher, chief 
executive director of Alas-
ka Housing, said that in 
2003 the average family 
stayed in public housing 
for three years. Now, it’s 
about eight. For every 
unit of housing, there 
are four other families 
waiting for assistance. In 
Anchorage, the estimated 
wait for a one-bedroom 
unit is more than 40 years, 
according to Alaska Hous-
ing.

State tries to boost turnover in public housing
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10 things we wish we got instead of sn0w

1 6 4

4 9 3

8 4 7 5

4 9 2 8

3 9

5 4 9 2

7 6 8 1

2 8 5

5 1 3

Puzzle 7 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.39)
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6 4 8 7

1 4 9 5

5 6 7 1

1 3

9 6

6 2

2 7 3 5

7 5 1 2

4 6 5 1

Puzzle 22 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.64)
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Sunshine

No snow 

Free tuition 

Free Parking

Free A’s 

Free food

No School 

Pets in the dorms 

Tilly Food 

Candy- Halloween just wasn’t enough 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

 Pick Up at the Wood Center Bus Stop at 
  9:00, 9:15 & 10:45am 

& Drop offs after service 

        You are invited to 

Questions?  
Visit our Website: www.bethelchurchak.org or call: 479-4380 

This Sunday 
Worship Services: 9:30am & 11:00am   

At 5.6 mile Farmers Loop Rd. 




