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   Intramural second season starts with Battleship 

Voter fraud investigation terminated after 5 months

23-year-old Murial Berg, who is getting her master’s in Business Administration, shields herself from the splashing water.                
Kurtis Gosney/ Sun Star

Regents 
to vote 
on tuition 
increase in 
November
Elika Roohi

Sun Star Reporter

At the Sept. 26 and 27 
Board of Regents meet-
ings, University of Alaska 
President Gamble pro-
posed a $6 per under-
graduate credit increase 
for the 2014-2015 school 
year. The increase will 
be voted on at the next 
Regents meeting on Nov. 
6.

The proposal also 
included a $12 per cred-
it increase for graduate 
and out-of-state tuition. 
An undergraduate stu-
dent taking 15 credits 
would pay $90 more per 
semester, while a gradu-
ate or out-of-state student 
would pay $180 more.

Tuition increases are 
usually proposed as per-
centages, but a flat dol-
lar amount is easier for 
students to calculate, said 
UA Director of Public 
Affairs Kate Ripley.

“It ends up being a dollar 
increase anyway,” Ripley 
said.

Percentage increases 
can be slightly incorrect 
because of the rounding 
up that happens to reach 
a flat dollar amount. “The 
thought was, why don’t 
we just be specific and 
give the dollar? Because 
that’s what really hap-
pens,” Ripley said.

A $6 per credit increase 
ends up being roughly a 
three percent increase.

The University of Alaska 
system is currently facing 
a huge deficit, but doesn’t 
intend to make it up 
through tuition increases, 
according to Ripley.

“President Gamble real-
ly has a philosophy that 
tuition is the last place 
you wanna go,” Ripley 
said.

Tuition proposals that 
have come forward since 
Gamble has been presi-
dent have been the low-
est that the university has 
had in a very long time, 
Ripley said. 

Gamble became presi-
dent of the UA system 
in the summer of 2010, 
and since then tuition 
increases have been less 
than 10 percent.

“I’m immensely proud of 
the university for keep-
ing the tuition increase so 
low in such a budget tight 
year,” said Student Regent 
Courtney Enright.

The board also reviewed 
the UAF School of Man-
agement’s proposal for 
a differential tuition 
increase. Their proposal 
was to increase tuition by 
25 percent for upper divi-
sion SOM classes.

The fiscal impact that 
a differential tuition 
increase would have on 
the university is less than 
one percent of the UAF 
budget, so the board 
unanimously decided to 
let President Gamble and 
Chancellor Brian Rog-
ers make the decision 
as a surcharge, which is 
allowed under board pol-
icy.

Gamble said he would 
make a decision as soon 
as possible, according to 
the UA website.

Fairbanks Children’s Museum finds temporary home at the 
Museum of the North

Julie Herrmann

Sun Star Reporter

The Fairbanks Children’s 
Museum has a temporary 
home in the UAF Muse-
um of the North. Until 
April 30, the Children’s       
Museum will be housed 
in a room just past the 
front desk of the Museum 
of the North.

Before moving there, the 
Children’s Museum had 
operated as a museum 
without walls. It held 
events once a month at 
various places around 
Fairbanks including high 
school gyms, Friends 
Church, the Pioneer 

A school-themed bead maze is one of the learning activities at the Children’s Museum located 
in the UAF Museum of the North. October 18. David Spindler/ Sun Star

continued on page 4

Ally Week spreads awareness

Kurtis Gosney

Sun Star Reporter

The 2013 intramural sea-
son is officially underway. 
Intramural sports give 
UAF students the chance 
to compete in organized 
competitions without 
having to be on an official 
collegiate sports team.

There are two separate 
seasons of intramural 
sports, one taking up the 
first half of of the semes-
ter and another taking 
up the second half of the 
semester. 

Each season offers differ-
ent varieties of sports. The 
current season offers flag 
football, ice hockey, vol-
leyball, indoor soccer and 
ultimate frisbee. All sports 
for this season, however, 
are approaching playoff 
time as they all end on 
Friday, Oct. 25.

Gay-Straight Alliance President Brandy Flores makes change with GSA member Mike King at the 
GSA Bake Sale fundraiser as part of Ally Week in the UAF Wood Center on Wednesday, Oct. 16. 
Annie Bartholomew/ Sun Star

Park Civic Center and 
the Student Recreation                                                                      
Center.

“We’d have 500 to 700 
people in four hours,” 
said Brenda Riley, the                                                                               
Executive Director of 
the Fairbanks Children’s 
Museum.    

“This is something the 
Fairbanks     community 
really wants to see and 
come to.”

In January, the Museum 
of the North invited the 
Children’s Museum to set 
up a mini-museum inside 
the museum for the fall, 
winter and spring.            

 Annie Bartholomew

 Sun Star Reporter

Through a five-day series 
of workshops, informa-
tion and events, hundreds 
of UAF students showed 
their role as allies of the 
UAF lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, transgender, queer and 
questioning community. 

The nationally celebrated 
week serves to recognize 
and appreciate support-
ers of the LBGTQ commu-
nity on campus.

“In the past few years 
there has been such a big 
movement to show their 
support, so why not cel-
ebrate a week that raises 
awareness of different 
issues going on in the 
[LGBTQ] community right 
now?” Student Activities 
Office student organizer 

Juan Cruz said. 

The event is in its second 
year being hosted by the 
SAO and the UAF Gay-
Straight Alliance. 

More than 10 events were 
available for UAF to learn 
about issues facing the 
LGBTQ community and 
how anyone can become 
an ally.

“An ally is someone who’s 
not a direct member of 
the [LGBTQ] communi-
ty but still is supportive, 
knows about what’s going 
on right now with LGBT 
rights and issues,” GSA 
President Brandy Flores 
said. 

continued on page 4

Annie Barthlomew and 
Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporters

Last spring semester, 20 
fraudulent votes were 
placed in the ASUAF 
election that took place 
between April 18 and 19. 
Now, five months after an 
investigation by the Dean 

of Students office, it has 
been terminated due to 
inconclusive evidence.

Cause for Alarm

On April 22, ASUAF Office 
Manager Anne William-
son received an email 
from a student claiming to 
have received a confirma-
tion email from an elec-
tion they did not vote in. 
After several complaints, 

Williamson contacted the 
third-party voting service 
VoteNet used to host the 
elections.  VoteNet identi-
fied more suspicious bal-
lots all connected to three 
IP addresses.

Looking into the issue, 
Williamson and Dean of 
Students Office Coordi-
nator Amber Cagwin col-
laborated with the Office 

of Information and Tech-
nology on the investiga-
tion into this instance of 
voter fraud  to track down 
IP addresses connected 
to fraudulent ballots. The 
result was a four-page 
official report sent to Vice 
Chancellor Mike Sfraga in 
early May, with recom-
mendations on how to 
respond.

After contacting individu-
als who submitted ballots 
from these locations, Wil-
liamson found a trend. 

continued on page 4
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MAN ON THE STREET:  

“There are a lot of stairs around      
campus and in the buildings. It is not 
easily accessible to people with wheel 
chairs. I think it would be hard for    
people with disabilities to get around.”

Brooke Tak, 24, English student

Do you feel that UAF is a disability-friendly campus?

“There is only one bus with a             
elevator for people with wheel chairs. 
Other than that one, none of the others 
have a way for them to get on the bus. 
I think that the campus should have 
more available ramps, and we should 
have entertainment  for people with 
disabilities.”

Anand Enkhbold, 18, Mining      Engi-
neering student

“I think that the university is great with 
accommodating people with learning 
disabilities. For physical disabilities, 
the campus is okay. The Tilly really 
needs another way for people who 
can’t get down stairs to get inside. Also, 
there are some problems like with Gru-
ening. The handicaps bathroom is on 
the fourth floor. So if you’re not on the  
fourth floor, you have to find a way to 
get there.”

Colleen Reebes, 25, Elementary            
Education student

“For the most part, yes. I notice a lot 
of ramps around campus, and there 
is a chair escalator to get up to the 
bookstore. But, if you are going to the 
dorms, I can see lots of inconveniences 
for people with disabilities.  There are  
lots of stairs about campus, but if you 
can’t use the stairs and have to use the 
ramps, you have to go out of the way to 
get to them.”

Haley Heniff, 21, Wildlife Biology student

ASUAF Recap:  October 20, 2013
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POLICE BLOTTER
Shae Bowman

Sun Star Reporter

October 11- So you think 
you can drive

A campus officer report-
ed two cars racing down 
Chena Pump road. One of 
the vehicles was clocked 
going 109 mph according 
to the officer’s radar gun. 
The campus officer pulled 
one of the vehicles over 
and arrested the driver for 
reckless driving. The sec-
ond driver was identified 
later and issued a sum-
mons for reckless driving.

October 11- Joy ridin’ 
with Mary Jane

A campus officer pulled 
a vehicle over for speed-
ing and failing to sig-
nal. When the officer 
approached the vehicle, 
he detected the smell of 

“It [campus] seems accessible to every-
one. It’s not limiting. There are elevators 
and ramps all around campus.”

David Banse, 19,  Undeclared student

“Yes and no. There are many ramps 
around campus, but there are some 
places like the Wood Center that I can 
see it being hard to get around.”

Ivan Reyes, 19, Business  Administration 
student

marijuana and had the 
driver perform a field 
sobriety test. The driver 
failed the sobriety test and 
was taken to the Fairbanks 
Correctional Center. The 
driver was charged with 
reckless driving and cited 
for speeding and equip-
ment violations.

October 12- Haters be 
hatin’

An individual report-
ed that he had received 
threatening text messag-
es. He suspected that the 
messages were connected 
to an incident two weeks 
ago, when the complain-
ant had provided assis-
tance to an intoxicated 
female while she was 
being harassed by some 
other men. Police con-
tacted the suspects and 
advised them to stop all 
contact with the com-
plainant.

October 12- Dumpster 
diving

A student was injured 
while doing parkour. He 
jumped off the roof of the 
Patty Center onto the lid 
of a dumpster but caught 
his chin on the edge of the 
dumpster when the lid 
gave way. EMTs respond-
ed and transported him to 
Fairbanks Memorial Hos-
pital. Charges are being 
considered for trespass-
ing on the roof of the Patty 
Center.

October 14- Domestic 
violence incident

Alaska State Troopers 
requested UAF Police 
Department assistance 
for a domestic violence 
assault. A man had 
assaulted his wife and 
then, as he fled the scene, 
he assaulted a second 
person. The second per-

son was able to tackle the 
man and detain him until 
campus police arrived. 
The Alaska State Troop-
ers arrested the man and 
transported him to Fair-
banks Correctional Cen-
ter.

October15- Domestic 
violence incident

A female student contact-
ed the Alaska State Troop-
ers and reported that she 
had been assaulted the 
previous week at an off-
campus location. The UAF 
Police Department was 
contacted because both 
parties were students. The 
victim showed a campus 
officer injuries on her 
arms, legs and face. The 
defendant had violated 
his conditions of release 
from a previous crime and 
was arrested. Charges are 
pending.

October 16- The fast and 
the foolish

A reckless driver was 
reported driving though 
the fields and then hit-
ting a handicapped sign 
in front of the Student 
Recreation Center. A cam-
pus officer made contact 
with the individual who 
fled the scene and hasn’t 
been caught yet. The offi-
cers were able to identify 
the suspect through video 
surveillance. Meth para-
phernalia was found in 
the vehicle.  The inves-
tigation in on-going and 
charges are pending.

Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporter

Senators present

Matthew Carrick, Brix 
Hahn, Cordero Reid, 
Shane Poindexter, Ash-
ley Strauch, Sarah Walker 
and Leda Zakurdaew

Senators absent

Tayesia Nick, Daniel Stri-
gle and Michael Wilson

Officers present

Michael Mancill and Ayla 
O’Scannell

Directors present

Michael Magnan

Guests

Daniel J. Darrow, Teal 
Rogers, Emily Smola, 
Kayli Stanfill and Hannah 
Witherington

Capstone event

Honors student Emily 

Smola presented a pro-
posal for her capstone 
project. Smola will be 
modeling a student com-
petition after freerice.
com, where individuals 
can donate ten grains of 
rice per academic ques-
tion answered correctly. 
Wrong answers generate 
no donation.  

The event will take place 
in the Hess Recreation 
Center on Nov. 15 at 8 p.m.  
The goal is to donate food 
and to raise awareness 
of local and global hun-
ger. Smola is requesting 
a total of $50 from ASUAF 
for her event. This request 
will be available for con-
sideration by the Student 
Affairs committee. 

Fittest winner              
competition

Fittest Winner Competi-
tion student coordina-
tor Kayli Stanfill  attend-
ed  to address questions 
about  bill “SB 181-007 
Fittest Winner Competi-
tion Funding” sponsored 
by Zakurdaew and Reid. 
The purpose of the bill is 
to give $900 to the stu-
dent division of the Fit-

test Winner Competition.  
Stanfill  said that that 
she would like to rely on 
ASUAF annually for sup-
port of the event. The bill 
was sent to the Student 
Affairs Committee.

Visiting Lecturer

Bill SB 181-006 Interna-
tional Lecturer Funding” 
sponsored by Zakurdaew 
and Reid will use $750 
from Senate Projects to 
fund hotel costs for Cuban 
lecturer Orlando Luis Par-
do Lazo and a portion of 
Lazo’s per diem. 

Lazo is a young, Cuban 
activist currently residing 
in New York. He will be 
providing a public lecture 
in the Schaible Auditori-
um in November as well 
as a talk in Spanish. SB 
181-006 was moved to the 
Student Affairs Commit-
tee.

Media Board           
appointment

Chanda File received a 
presidential appointment 
to Media Board based 
on her experience with 
KSUA. Consideration 

of the appointment was 
moved to the Executive 
Committee.

Public Relations Director 
chosen

Sam Allen,  journalism, 
was hired for the Public 
Relations Director posi-
tion.  Allen will be in 
charge of updating the 
website and working on 
ASUAF’s social media 
presence.

Let them soar

Carrick and Strauch spon-
sored legislation 181-004 
Start up funding for aerial 
silk club to provide $600 
to help launch the Aerial 
Silk Club.

“We are the only campus 
in the UA system with-
out a club like this,” Rog-
ers said. Several senators 
voiced concerns about 
the bill. “Why should one 
club receive this much 
money,” Hahn asked.

Reid asked if Rogers 
had requested fund-
ing from any other orga-
nizations and what the 

By Kailey Skinner

long-term goals were 
for the club, especially 
after her graduation. 
Poindexter responded 
that Rogers gave testi-
mony to the growing 
support from students 
and 0ther departments 
would help with funding. 

O’Scannell also remarked 
on the willingness of 
the Department of Rec-
reation, Adventure and 
Wellness to be trained 
on the equipment. The 
senate voted and passed 
the bill by a vote of 5-1-
1. Reid was opposed 
and Hahn abstained.

agreement for the RISE 
Board was approved 
by their members with 
few changes. Changes 
in the membership sec-
tion limited terms but 
extended their length. 

Each seat is now associ-
ated with a label A-M. 
Seats J-M will have 
no term limits due to 
the more permanent 
nature of the position. 

The altered agree-
ment was voted on 
and  approved unani-
mously by the senate.
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Lakeidra Chavis

Sun Star Reporter

The University of Alas-
ka Fairbanks Police 
Department is accept-
ing prescription drugs 
until Saturday, October 
26. 

The UAFPD is par-
ticipating in the Drug 
Enforcement Admin-
istration’s “National 
Take-Back Initiative,” 
a nation-wide effort to 
get prescription drugs 
that are unused or 
expired off the street 
so they are not used in 
harmful ways. 

The efforts will help 
prevent illegal drug 
sales or the drugs end-

University Police Department takes part in “National Take-Back Initiative”
ing up in the water sup-
ply.

“[It’s] sort of an amnes-
ty type of thing,” said 
UAFPD Investigator 
Steve Goetz.

Although “National 
Take-Back Initiative” is 
a one-day event on Sat-
urday, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Goetz wants to 
give people more time 
to turn in their pre-
scription drugs. 

So, people can turn in 
their prescription drugs 
anytime before the end 
of the day Saturday. 

Premiering in 2010, the 
event, “aims to provide 
a safe, convenient, and 
responsible means of 
disposing of prescrip-
tion drugs, while also 

educating the general 
public about the poten-
tial for abuse of medi-
cations,” according to 
the the DEA’s Office 
of Diversion Control’s 
website.

The event is open to 
students and non-stu-
dents. If people want to 
turn in their drugs on 
campus, they can stop 
by the Police Depart-
ment located on Yukon 
Drive across the street 
from the Wood Center. 
People who participate 
will remain anony-
mous.

There were 28 drug vio-
lations on campus in 
2012, according to the 
UAF Crime and Fire 
report released at the 
beginning of the fall 

semester in compliance 
with the Clery Act. This 
number is higher than 
the two previous years 
by approximately 50 
percent.

Drug violations include, 
“the violation of state 
laws prohibiting the 
production, possession, 
sale, use, growth, man-
ufacturing and making 
of any controlled drug 
or narcotic substance,” 
according to the UAFPD 
website. Possession of 
less than half a pound 
of marijuana is not 
included in the reports 
because the possession 
does not violate state 
law.

Most of the drugs that 
people turn-in during 
the event are oxycodo-

ne-based drugs, such 
as the prescription 
pain-killer OxyContin, 
according to Goetz,

In 2008, more people 
died from prescrip-
tion drug overdoses in 
America than cocaine 
and heroin overdoses 
combined, according to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Minorities and women 
are at a higher risk to 
die from prescription 
painkiller overdoses.

In late April, 742, 497 
pounds of prescrip-
tion drugs were turned 
in across the nation, 
50 percent more than 
last year’s, according 
to a May 2 DEA press 
release.

A lot of people partici-
pate in the event and by 
the end of the day, the 
department has large 
trash bags full of pre-
scription drugs, Goetz 
said. If people want to 
turn in their prescrip-
tion drugs but do not 
want to go into the sta-
tion, someone from the 
department can meet 
the person outside.

The UAFPD isn’t the 
only department par-
ticipating in the initia-
tive. The Fairbanks, Fort 
Wainwright and North 
Pole Police Depart-
ments are participat-
ing, as well as the Alas-
ka State Troopers who 
have drop-off stations 
at their department and 
at the Fred Meyer on 

Last Friday night, University of Alaska Fairbanks Police Department officials discovered vandelism on the 
front of the Ernest Gruening Building. Someone spray-painted a giant penis onto the building. The graffitti 
has now been washed off.

UAFPD Investigator Kyle Carrington said that there has been an increase in graffiti-related crimes in the past 
few weeks. The UAFPD currently has no suspects and the investigation is on-going. If anyone knows who 
might have committed the vandalism or saw anything, UAFPD encourages them to contact the department by 
going to the station or calling 474-7721. Lakeidra Chavis/ Sun Star

Giant penis spray-painted onto Gruening 

Kaz Alvarez

Sun Star Reporter

A $40,000 grant from the 
Verizon Foundation to the 
Sustainable Village was 
announced September 26 
to develop a mobile app 
for energy conservation 
and monitoring.

The Verizon Foundation 
invited the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks to apply 
for their $40,000 grant. 
The application is invi-
tation-only. After receiv-
ing the invitation, the 
Office of Sustainability 
went through an online 
proposal submission pro-
cess in order to be con-
sidered for the grant. The 

Verizon proposal process 
requires an eligible focus, 
a description of how 
results will be tracked and 
reported periodically, a 
list of a detailed approach 
to the proposal’s goal and 
a detailed budget. 

“We kind of hope that this 
relationship will grow,” 
Office of Sustainability 
Director Michele Hebert 
said. “There is a lot of 
potential here. Verizon 
already has a strong focus 
on science, technology, 
engineering and math 
curriculum.”

The goal of the grant is 
to support more efficient 
management of energy, 
according to a September 
26 press release from Veri-

zon. It was the Sustain-
able Village’s original goal 
of being a fuel-efficient 
and teamwork-focused 
organization that drew 
Verizon in.

The grant from the Veri-
zon Foundation will be 
used to host and run The 
App Challenge, a com-
petition hosted by the 
Office of Sustainability, 
Residence Life, UAF Mar-
keting and the Office of 
Information & Technol-
ogy for students to sub-
mit their ideas for an app. 
Criteria for the apps will 
include a focus on energy 
efficiency research.

All students from all back-
grounds are encouraged 
to submit their ideas. Stu-

dent ideas do not need 
to contain technical lan-
guage or be in develop-
ment to qualify. 

Prizes will be awarded for 
first and second place at 
$1,000 and $500 respec-
tively. The winning app 
will be included in a 
Request for Proposals to 
choose an app company 
for the development pro-
cess.

The contest is expected 
to begin November 1 and 
last until January 14, when 
students return from win-
ter break. 

Contact Hebert at mahe-
bert@alaska.edu for more 
information.

Sustainable Village gets $40,000 Verizon grant 

The Spruce House located in the UAF Sustainable Village on Sun-
day, Oct. 20. Annie Bartholomew/ Sun Star

WANT TO BE A REPORTER?
The Sun Star is looking for         

reporters! If you are
interested in writing for us 

and becoming a 
journalist Please contact us 

at 907-474-5078
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With the help of 30 GSA 
volunteers, Flores worked 
to find local speakers, 
hand out rainbow ribbon 
pins and organize daily 
events including a fund-
raiser bake sale. 

It was also Flores’ idea to 
hang four flags symbol-
izing LGBTQ pride and 
equality above the Wood 
Center doorway.

“For me, personally, 
I want everyone on our 
campus to be welcomed 
and supported,”

SAO Assistant Director 
Cody Rogers said, “I don’t 
ever want people to feel 
shut out.” 

Rogers led a full-to-

The point of the museum, 
according to the Chil-
dren’s Museum website, 
is to spark curiosity and 
life-long learning.  

There are drums, a play 
shopping market, books 
and magnet boards. 
   
“It’s great to have all 
these cool things for them 
to play with,” said Jen 
Gunderson, who brings 
her daughter, Ada, to the 
museum about twice a 
week.  

“Especially in the winter 
when it’s cold and dark.”

There are frequent crafts.  
The craft area has a table 
containing rows of child’s 
scissors, colored pencils 

and glue sticks.  

On Thursday, the craft 
was making masks.  

The children made the 
masks out of paper plates, 
cutting holes for eyes and 
gluing on various shaped 
noses and ears.

“There’s not a lot of plac-
es for young children in 
Fairbanks,” said Greta 
Myerchin-Tape, mom to 
daughters Odetta and Iris.  

Places like the swimming 
pool have limited hours 
that don’t work with every 
schedule, according to 
Myerchin-Tate.  

The children’s museum, 
however, is open all day.

In April, the Fairbanks 
Children’s Museum will 
leave the museum and 
Riley isn’t sure where it 
will go for the summer.  

There’s a chance the 
museum will come back 
to the Museum of the 
North again in the fall of 
2015.  

In the summer, the room 
the children’s museum is 
in, is used to show movies 
to tourists.

The Fairbanks Children’s 
Museum is open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

“For those who confirmed 
that they did submit a bal-
lot, the information they 
provided seemed suspi-
cious; several of them 
couldn’t quite remem-
ber if they had or not, 
but asked us to keep 
the ballot, and two oth-
ers indicated that they 
had submitted the ballot 
from on-campus comput-
ers, when it is apparent 
that they submitted their                   

ballots from off campus,” 
the report said.

Only the first page of the 
ballot was filled out in the 
fraudulent votes and had 
similar spellings for write-
in candidates, which 
made them easier to 
locate. Through student 
interviews, Williamson 
was able to confirm 20 
illegitimate votes, with 14 
of those votes confirmed 
fraudulent and pulled 
before the finalization of 
official election results 
by the ASUAF Elections 
Board on May 5.

The only position affected 
by the removal was a single 
senate seat won through 
a write-in campaign by 
former ASUAF senator 
and previous President 
of the Society of Automo-
tive Engineers, Sophia 
Grzeskowiak-Amezquita. 
A week before the elec-
tion started, Grzeskow-
iak-Amezquita stopped 
campaigning because she 
lost interest in winning 
the seat. “I wasn’t really 
surprised, “ Grzeskowi-
ak-Amezquita said after 
having previously won 
two senate positions from 
write-in campaigns. Due 
to the false ballots, the 
position moved on to the 
runner-up, Sarah Walker.

Although the result of 
the presidential race was 
unaffected, candidates 
Christian Burns-Shafer 
and Erika Phelps received 
votes from all of the 
fraudulent ballots. Burns-
Shafer said that if he had 
attempted to sway the 
election, he would have 

won.

“If I was involved in the 
voter fraud I wouldn’t 
have given myself 16 
votes, I would have giv-
en myself 16,000 votes,” 
Burns-Shafer said. Other 
senate write-ins from the 
14 pulled ballots included 
Ian McKee and current 
senators Eli Barry-Gar-
land, Shane Poindexter 
and Brix Hahn.

The information needed 
to vote is part of a per-
son’s identity and is pro-
tected by the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act. However, there 
are many authorities on 
campus with easy access 
to this information. For 
instance, students check-
ing a friend into their 
dorm will list their UA 
identification number 
and full name. Instructors 
have access to this same 
information on their class 
list. Student clubs col-
lect personal information 
from members for rosters, 
travel and other purposes.

To submit a ballot, a per-
son needs a student’s full 
name, university email, 
UA identification number 
and birth date. To further 
validate each ballot, stu-
dents were required to 
check a box confirming 
their identity. All voters 
were sent a confirmation 
email to their UA student 
email. Ballots could not 
be submitted without 
going through this pro-
cess.

The email confirmation is 
a new security measure 
to the election process 
due to past instances of 
voter fraud. “I will admit 
that I think the security 
[for elections] has been 
penetrable in the past, 
unfortunately,” William-
son said.

“It’s clear that the per-
son responsible did have 
access to and pulled from 
a particular list,” said 
ASUAF President Ayla 
O’Scannell.

English graduate student 
Eric Parker believes that a 
reprimand is in order, but 
the bigger problem is that 
the system is ineffective.  
He believes that student 
ID numbers are almost 
common knowledge.  
“That kind of corruption, 
if it’s easy to commit, will 
be committed,” Parker 
said. Parker has access to 
student information for 
the purpose of documen-
tation as a function of his 
job at the UAF Writing 
Center.

“If I’m a student, I am 
mad that in a process 
that is supposed to be 
about my representation, 
someone else has got-
ten involved in it and is 
potentially pretending to 
be me,” Dean of Students 
Don Foley said. “At least 
on this one, we were able 
to catch it. What I’m wor-
ried about is when we 
have something like this 
pop up and no one’s able 
to detect it.”

The investigation               
process

Using the names of indi-
viduals who were victims 
of voter fraud, the Cag-
win tried to find common 
links among the group of 
students. With the goal of 
finding a roster or list, the 
Dean of Students Office 
considered students’ 
majors, courses enrolled 
in within the last year, on- 
or off-campus housing, 
involvement in the Hon-
ors Program, intramural 
sports teams, teaching 
assistantship positions 
and engineering student 
clubs “given the over-
whelming amount of 
engineering majors in the 
group,” according to the 
report.

The individual suspected 
of committing the voter 
fraud was a male staff 
member with potential 
access to all of the infor-
mation necessary to cast 
false ballots, according to 
the report.

“It was also apparent 
that these votes occurred 
within the same hour,” 
said Nathan Zierfuss-
Hubbard, OIT’s Chief 
Information Security Offi-
cer, “We did reach out to 

ASUAF to offer to help 
authenticate their case.” 
They could link the on-
campus IP address to an 
individual building, but 

would need a criminal 
complaint to move for-
ward with the off-campus 
addresses, Zierfuss-Hub-
bard said.

After contacting individu-
als who submitted ballots 
from these locations, Wil-
liamson found a trend.

Though student informa-
tion had been redacted, 
as well as their connec-
tions, the report holds a 
table depicting how each 
victim was connected to 
the suspect.  Out of the 25 
suspected ballots, 9 were 
listed without a connec-
tion. All personal infor-
mation was removed 
to protect the identities 
of victims and maintain 
the privacy that FERPA is 
meant to protect.

Although the report refers 
to a single suspect, the 
investigation was unable 
to acquire concrete evi-
dence against them. 
Without filing a crimi-
nal complaint, authori-
ties couldn’t follow up on 
the exact locations of the 
fraudulent votes with the 
IP addresses.  Conclud-
ing this report were five 
recommendations given 
to the Vice Chancellor for 
University and Student 
Advancement for moving 
forward. The location of 
the computers used and 
details regarding access 
to them should be identi-
fied. Cameras in the area 
should also be checked. 
Confirmation from the 
Registrar’s Office on the 
suspect’s Banner access 
should be acquired. Cam-
pus police should be 
contacted to follow up 
on identity theft charges 
for students involved. 
A meeting should be 
requested with the sus-
pect and include Don 
Foley, an HR representa-
tive and a police officer. 

New security options for 
the ASUAF voting process 
should be considered.

capacity Safe Zone Train-
ing with LIVE Assistant 
Coordinator Josh Hovis. 

The training offered two 
hours of activities for 
faculty and staff to come 
together to better under-
stand issues faced by 
LGBTQ students and learn 
about local and national 
resources for more infor-
mation.

Cruz’s favorite workshop 
was Trans Session 101, 
which discussed trans-
gender issues, led by 
Hayden Nevill.

GSA chose to show the 
films Wild Tigers I Have 
Known about a homo-
sexual boy and Trans-
America starring Felicity 

Huffman as a transsexual 
woman during the Ally 
week events.

SAO could not have done 
it without the help of GSA 
and its volunteers who 
served as experts during 
Ally Week, Rogers said.

Flores thinks there are 
many allies at UAF, and 
Ally week helps people 
see that.  

“Obviously, in any com-
munity there will be peo-
ple who are not support-
ive but it definitely shows 
that UAF as a whole is a 
supportive community 
and very safe place for 
people to live in.”

“It’s not something we want    
associated with the university,”

- Amber Cagwin, Dean of Students Coordinator

“I will admit that I think the  security [for elections] 
has been penetrable in the past, unfortunately,”                                            

-Anne Williamson, ASUAF Office Manager

Actions Taken

Cagwin said the party 
responsible for commit-
ting voter fraud performed 
three prohibited forms of 
conduct listed in the UAF 
Code of Conduct includ-
ing forgery, falsification, 
disruptive or obstructive 
actions, failure to comply 
with university directives 
and misuse of official 
documents. Official docu-
ments includes both 

electronic and paper 
records.

“It’s not something we 
want associated with the 
university,” Cagwin said.

At this time, no criminal 
complaints have been 
filed and no charges have 
been pursued. “OIT could 
not pursue the investiga-
tion pending a criminal 
complaint and, obviously, 
that would need to come 
from ASUAF,” Zierfuss-
Hubbard said.

However, ASUAF did not 
file a criminal complaint. 
“I did not feel that it was 
necessarily ASUAF’s place 
to file a criminal com-
plaint,” Williamson said.

Many of the students 
spoken to are “extreme-
ly upset that someone 
would gain access to their 
personal information and 
use it to submit informa-
tion while appearing to be 
the victim without their 
knowledge,” the report 
said.

Since the fraud occurred, 
a 22-year-old male stu-
dent at California State 
University San Marcos 
was sentenced to a year 
in prison for committing 
voter fraud at his college 
by stealing the passwords 
of 745 students.

To help prevent future 
instances of identity theft 
and voter fraud, ASUAF is 
looking at extra security 
features offered by Vote-

Net to add on to future 
ballots. Currently being 
considered is an option 
to have each voter create 

a profile on VoteNet pro-
tected by security ques-
tions. Another option is 
to pull away from VoteNet 
and house the ballot in 
UAOnline where students 
can use their student ID 
and PIN to access it. While 
student IDs were used in 
the previous year’s voter 
fraud incident, UAOnline 
PINs  are much harder to 
acquire.

The Dean of Students did 
find that something good 
came out of the experi-
ence.  “It’s a lousy reason 
to have it happen, but it 
really connected ASUAF 
to this office,” said Foley. 
“How do we protect this 
so that students feel good 
about it?”

Foley has been with UAF 
for twenty-three years. 
“One of my on-going frus-
trations is that you’ve got 
some folks making some 
fairly important decisions 
at the student level and 
usually there’s maybe 
three or four hundred 
people to put those peo-
ple in,” Foley said, “You 
hope that they are great 
folks who are doing things 
for all the right reasons. 
I worry that when some-
thing like this happens, 
people wonder why they 
should care.”

“Ultimately, everything 
we do...we’re all just mak-
ing our own little marks. 
But what’s important is 
that we pass that torch 
over to the next peo-
ple,” said Grzeskowiak-
Amezquita.

The Sfraga’s office direct-
ed all questions pertain-
ing to the investigation to 
Don Foley.

Additional reporting by 
Lakeidra Chavis and Elika 
Roohi.

APRIL October

April 20
ASUAF  Spring 
 election  ends at  
 midnight

April 20
Two votes are 
submitted from 
an on-campus IP 
address within 30 
minutes of each 
other.

April 20
Sixteen  votes  are 
submitted  within  a 
30-minute time  frame from  an 
off-campus IP address. Two of 
these votes  are  later found  to  
be  legitimate. The votes take  
place  between 3:21  and  3:52 

April 20
Six votes are submitted within three 
minutes from an off-campus IP address. 
The votes take place between 2:38 and 
2:41 a.m.

April 22
A Student notifies ASUAF Office 
Manager and Advisor about A 
fraudulent vote

Late April
Williamson  contacts Votenet.com to find  out  
more about  fraudulent  votes.
Williamson  contacts  the Office  of  Information  
Technology, who then narrow the  fraudulent 
votes to three  IP addresses, two  off-campus and  
one  on-campus.

Late April
Williamson works with Dean of 
Students Coordinator Amber 
Cawgin to write a report based on 
their findings from the voter 
fraud investigation

MAy 9
Williamson and Cagwin send the 
official report to Vice Chancellor 
Mike Sfraga’s office.

October 9
Don  Foley states in  a Sun star  
interview that the  investigation  
has  been terminated.

APRIL 18
ASUAf spring  
election                   
voting  polls       
open 
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Nanooks win 2013 Brice Alaska Goal Rush

THE SUN STAR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2013SPORTS
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Hockey

The UAF Hockey team 
won the 2013 Brice Alaska 
Goal Rush last weekend. 
The Nanooks beat the 
Denver University Pio-
neers on Friday, October 
18, and the Western Mich-
igan University Broncos 
on Saturday, October 19.

The Pioneers scored the 
first goal of Friday’s game 
a little over 17 minutes 
into the first period, cour-
tesy of sophomore for-
ward Gabe Levin.

Freshman forward Matt 
Marcinew scored the Pio-
neers’ second goal a little 
over 15 minutes into the 
second period to give his 
team a 2-0 advantage over 
the Nanooks. 

The Nanooks responded 
late in the period cour-
tesy of a goal from fresh-
man right wingman and 
Business Administration 
student Marcus Basara, 
cutting the Pioneers’ lead 
to 2-1 going into the third 
period.

Senior center and Busi-
ness Administration stu-
dent Cody Kunyk scored 
a goal on the power play 
about seven minutes into 
the third period to tie the 
game at 2-2. 

A power play happens 
when a team has more 
skaters on the ice than the 
other team, who probably 
has a player in the penalty 
box because of a penalty 
he committed. Kunyk’s 
goal forced the game into 
a five-minute overtime 
period. 

In the final 30 seconds 
of the game, junior left 
wingman and Commu-
nication student Garrick 
Perry stole the puck from 
the Pioneers and scored 
the game-winning goal 
with only 25 seconds left 
in overtime.

The Nanooks won the 
game 3-2. Freshman goal-
ie Davis Jones finished the 
game with 24 saves for the 
Nanooks.

On Saturday, the Nanooks 
scored first against the 

Broncos due to a power-
play goal by Kunyk only 
about a minute and a half 
into the first period giv-
ing his team an early 1-0 
lead. The Broncos scored 
a power-play goal of their 
own a little later in the 
period from sophomore 
forward Colton Har-
grove tying the game at 
1-1 going into the second 
period.

The Broncos broke the tie 
in the third period with 
another goal from Har-
grove. Sophomore right 
wingman and Business 
Administration student 
Nolan Huysmans scored 
a goal for the Nanooks 
about two minutes later, 
tying the game at 2-2.

The Broncos scored the 
next goal 10 minutes later, 
thanks to senior forward 
Shane Berschbach, to 

retrieve the lead at 3-2. 
The Nanooks respond-
ed yet again with a goal 
from sophomore center 
and Business Administra-
tion student Tyler Morley, 
tying the game at 3-3. 

The game ultimately 
was forced into over-
time where neither team 
scored forcing a shootout 
to decide the champion.

Neither team scored on 
their first two attempts 
during the shootout, until 
sophomore defenseman 
and Business Adminis-
tration student Colton 
Parayko stepped onto the 
ice. 

Parayko scored the only 
goal of the shootout, giv-
ing the Nanooks the win 
and the Goal Rush crown. 
Jones finished the game 
with 30 saves for the 
Nanooks.

Assistant Coach Corbin 
Schmidt spoke about the 
win in the press confer-
ence after the game. 

“Before the game, we were 
thinking a lot of times we 
win on Fridays and don’t 
necessarily show so well 
on Saturdays,” Schmidt 
said, “So we thought, 
‘we’ve got a new team, a 
new look and this is gon-
na be a big test for us,’ 
and it was and I think we 
answered the bell a cou-
ple times to come from 
behind.”

On Friday, Oct. 25 and 
Saturday, Oct. 26 the 
Nanooks will play two 
games at the Patty Ice Are-
na against the Mercyhurst 
University Lakers. Both 
games will start at 7 p.m.

Volleyball

The UAF Volleyball team 
played two away games 
last weekend against the 
Western Washington Uni-
versity Vikings on Thurs-
day, October 17 and the 
Simon Fraser University 
Clan on Saturday, Octo-
ber 19.

The Nanooks fell to the 
Vikings in three sets, 
25-15 in the first, 25-17 in 
the second and 25-14 in 
the third. The Vikings had 
a 10-3 lead early in the 
first set. 

The Nanooks, however, 
would not go away that 
easy as they battled back 
to cut the lead to four. 

The Vikings then scored 
five straight points to 
push the lead out to 20-11, 
which helped them win 
the set. 

The Nanooks had a 1-0 
lead to start the second 
set, but it was short-lived. 

The Nanooks tried to 
keep the set close, but 
the Vikings slowly pulled 
away from them to earn 
the set win. The third set 
was about the same as the 
second.

Sophomore outside hitter 
and Art student Sam Har-
thun finished the game 
with 18 kills, her second 
highest total of the year, 
while senior outside hitter 
and Business Administra-
tion student Keri Knight 
chipped in 10. 

Freshman setter and 
Nutrition student Katelyn 
Camp collected 26 assists.

The Nanooks lost on Sat-
urday against the Clan in 
another three sets, but 
this game was a little clos-
er than Thursday. 

Throughout the first set, 
the Nanooks traded leads 
with Simon Fraser and 
even had a 21-19 lead late 
in the set. The Nanooks 
kept the lead until the 
Clan tied the set at 28-28. 

The Clan then scored 
three out of the next four 
points to win the set 31-29.

The second set was not 
as close as the first. The 
Clan led for the entire set 
and pushed their lead to 
21-10 at one point. Simon 
Fraser went on to win the 
set 25-20.

The third set was about 
the same as the second as 
the Clan had an 18-6 lead 
at one point. The Clan 
went on to win the set, 
25-18 earning the match 
victory.

Harthun finished with a 
season-high 26 kills and 
freshman setter Camp 
had 39 assists.

On Thursday, October 24 
,the Nanooks will return 
to the Patty Center to play 
the Central Washington 
University Wildcats at 7 
p.m. The Nanooks will 
also play the Northwest 
Nazarene University Cru-
saders on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26 at the Patty Center 
at 3 p.m.

continued from cover Battleship

21-year-old Petroleum Engineering student Justin Calkins and his team, Deep Horizon, compete in the battleship tournament on Saturday, Oct. 19. Kurtis Gosney/ 
Sun Star Reporter

The second season of 
intramurals for the fall 
semester has already 
started. On Saturday, Oct. 
19 and Sunday, Oct. 20, 
students participated in a 
battleship tournament. 

This event took place at 
the Patty Pool and started 

at 2 p.m. and ended at 4 
p.m. on both days.

Graduate assistant Don-
ald Orzech is the person 
in charge of organizing 
the tournament. 

“You have teams of four 
and four teams are in the 

pool at the same time,” 
Orzech said. “Each team-
mate gets a bucket and a 
shield and the object is to 
get as much water in the 
other canoe as possible so 
they can sink.” 

Since this is a tournament, 
Orzech said, the final 

two canoes remaining in 
the pool will move on to 
the next round. Players 
could move around the 
pool using their hands 
but were not allowed to 
bail any water out of the 
canoe.

Orzech was pleased with 

the event. “It’s going real-
ly well,” Orzech said, “We 
had space for 16 teams. 
We got 12 that actually 
signed up and it actually 
turned out really well. If 
we do a little more mar-
keting, we might be able 
to get more for the next 

time we do it.”

Orzech also spoke about 
how different battleship 
is compared to the other 
intramural sports that are 
offered at UAF. 

“It’s just another way for 
people to get out and 
come and get active. 
This is a lot different and 
I think that’s one of the 
reasons why it takes off so 
well so far,” Orzech said.

Murial Berg, a 23-year-old 
masters Business Admin-
istration student, was one 
of the participants of the 
tournament. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” Berg 
said. “It’s not as competi-
tive. I usually play volley-
ball and with volleyball, 
there are a lot of people 
that are just all about win-
ning, whereas this, it’s like 
everyone’s kind of new at 
it so everyone’s just try-
ing to have fun while win-
ning.” Berg says she might 
participate again.

The rest of the second 
intramural season starts 
on October 25. The six 
sports offered include 
basketball, ice hockey, 
volleyball, ultimate fris-
bee, broomball and 
indoor soccer. 

For more information 
on how to sign up, con-
tact Donald Orzech at 
djorzech@alaska.edu or 
log on to www.imleagues.
com.

Sophomore center and Business Administration student Tyler Morley gets tripped by Denver’s Gabe Levin.                                            
Kurtis Gosney/Sun Star Reporter
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Tuesday 

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Want to have
 your ev

ent in the Over 
& Under c

alendar?

Email your event to           
editor@uafsunstar.com

If you want your event to be featured in 
the Sun Stars Over & Under Calendar, 
we are now taking submissions. 

First Friday events must have 
a featured artist
No off-campus events
Has to be open to the public 
No club/ department         
meetings
Submissions must be less 
than 25 words. 

Events must include the place, 
time, cost and location. Space is 
limited so events will be published 
on a first come, first serve basis.

Pub Trivia- 8: 30 p.m. Pub. Grab a beer and have some fun      
playing trivia!

Psi Chi’s Journal Article Discussion- Free. 1-4 p.m. College Cof-
fee House. The club will discuss articles at College Coffeehouse. 
They will cover the cost of coffee.

“Antioxidant prevention of DNA damage and cell death” lecture- 
Free. 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. 201 Reichardt. Learn about research involving 
blueberries and cell death

-21

+21

Bust-a-Gut Comedy Series!- Bob Zany.  8 p.m. at the Pub

Mayan Politics Lecture- Free. 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Schaible Audi-
torium. UAF Anthropology professor Robin Shoaps gives a lecture 
on Mayan Politics

Jazz Band Concert- Free. Davis Concert Hall. 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. UAF 
Jazz Band and the Fairbanks Community Jazz Band makes sweet 
music

-21

+21

Dance Church- Free. 8 p.m. Pub.  Dance! Dance! Dance!

The National Food Day lecture series- Free. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wood Center. The Chancellor’s Food Committee hosts a series of 
lectures from food and aging to water challenges in rural Alaska

Health Care Professions Fair - Free. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.. Wood     
Center. Interested in a career in health care? Stop by this fair!

+21

Bust-a-Gut Comedy Series with Bob Zany. $5 for students w/ ID 
and $10 for general public. 8 p.m. Get ready for some laughs and 
have a good time!

Tailgate Party- Free. 6 p.m. Hess Recreation Center. Enjoy some 
corn dogs and other treats while watching the UAF vs. Mercy-
hurst hockey game. 

+21

28
Monday

Monday Night Football!- Free. 4:30 p.m. Wood Center Multi-
Level Lounge

-21

Compiled by Raechyl Huisingh

SAY AHH!!

Donna Patrick 

Nurse Practitioner

Say Ahh!! By Donna Patrick, ANP

Q: Have we seen any cases of Influenza in Alaska yet?

A: So far we have only seen one case of influenza in the state.

Q: How can I keep from getting it this year?

A: Getting the influenza vaccine is the most effective way to reduce the 
chance of becoming infected with the flu. If you get the vaccine you 
will have a lower chance of severe and debilitating illness from influ-
enza compared to people who are not vaccinated.

Q: I got a flu shot last year so I am good to go, right?

A: No. You need a flu shot every year. Because the influenza virus 
changes (or “mutates”) slightly from year to year, you need a new 
influenza vaccine before each flu season. You should get it as soon as 
you are able to to get the most protection from it. The flu season usu-
ally occurs between November and April.

Q: Does the Health Center offer influenza vaccines?

A: Yes. Our flu vaccines have come in and are available at no cost to 
UAF students. We will be holding at flu clinic Tuesday, 10/29 from 
5:30-7:30pm in MBS lobby. If you are unable to make this you can 
come to the clinic during immunization hours which are posted on 
the front page of our web site http://www.uaf.edu/chc or under our 
lab hours http://www.uaf.edu/chc/health-counseling-service/lab-
hours

Q: How does the vaccine work?

A: After you are vaccinated, your body forms proteins called antibod-
ies which destroy the flu virus after you become exposed. It generally 
takes about two weeks to make these antibodies.

Q: How effective is the vaccine?

A: The vaccine usually protects 50 to 80 percent of those vaccinated 
from getting the flu. If you get the flu after being vaccinated, your 
symptoms are likely to be milder and last for a shorter time compared 
to those who were not vaccinated.

Q: Are there side effects to getting the vaccine?

A: The most common side effect is soreness at the injection site. Other 
possible side effects, yet unusual, include body aches, headache, and 
a low-grade fever (usually less than 100.4ºF). These problems are usu-
ally mild and go away within a day or two.

Q: Any other ways to prevent the flu?

A: Hand washing and covering your mouth when you cough or cough-
ing into your shoulder, throwing away used tissues immediately and 
staying away from those who are ill can help to prevent the spread 
of influenza. More information about preventing the spread of flu is 
available from the United States Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/preventing.htm).

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling/University Student 
and Advancement Division

for additional information, contact the Student Health & Counseling 
at 474-7043

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc

University and Student Advancement Division

Saturday

-21

Young Fangs- $8. 8 p.m. Joel’s Place Youth Center

Residence Life Halloween Carnival. 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.. Hess          
Recreation Center. Check out an awesome Carnival!

+21

-21
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The ship engines are 
starting to growl again 
and pretty soon we’ll be 
lurching our way to Gha-
na. Morocco is the best 
place I have found yet on 
this trip. It is so comfort-
able, so beautiful, and 
wonderful. I can see Fair-
banks in it sometimes in 
the patches of gravel and 
shrub near the road, the 
space between the home-
made buildings, and the 
rickety old cars.

I mostly saw it from an air-
conditioned bus window 
since we had to drive for 
a day and a half to get to 
the edge of the Sahara, or 
the door to the desert as 

Semester at Sea: Morroco
the nomads call it. There 
is still a population of 
traditional nomads who 
live mostly in the desert, 
driving camels by night 
and making camp during 
the day. They remain very 
traditional and separate 
from the rest of modern 
Morocco, which has a 
government system that 
is divided between Islam-
ic criminal courts, and 
a French supreme court 
that deals with the consti-
tution. Morocco is a mon-
archy.

I thankfully didn’t expe-
rience the Islamic courts 
firsthand. Instead, we 
woke up, we ate, we drove, 
we drove, we drove, we 
peed, we drove, we drove, 
we drove, we ate, we drove 
we drove, we drove, we 
ate, we slept, we ate, we 

drove, we drove, we drove, 
we rode camels through 
the Sahara Desert.

Camels are indeed 
smelly and awkward, 
but not nearly as much 
as I thought they would 
be.We lurched our way to 
a nomad camp a few miles 
from the road. It took 
about an hour and a half 
to get there by camel and 
the moment we slid off 
their backs, we swigged 
some mint tea and ran to 
the top of the tallest dune 
and gazed out at the (lit-
erally) breathtaking view.

The sand was so soft, I 
could hardly believe 
this was the same mate-
rial that was clumped 
into sharp rocks back at 
the road. We, meaning 
almost all of the hundred 
SAS kids who had battled 

What’s wrong with me? I am still single in 
my junior year even though plenty of guys 
have had sex with me. I think they just view 
me as something to put their dick inside. 
What am I doing wrong?

You’re over-thinking your sex life darling, but 
there’s nothing wrong you. One night stands 
aren’t for everyone, especially if they make 
you feel so bad about yourself. Get yourself 
out of this funk with some shower karaoke and 
then focus on dates instead of hookups. If that 
doesn’t work I could always introduce you to 
my friend J. King Hoff. College is a rough place 
for relationships but with his help, you’ll do 
just fine.

What can I do, I need sex every minute?

Masturbate. Also, find multiple people to have 
sex with so you don’t exhaust one person.

Miss Euphoria, my ex and I have been hav-
ing rec-sex for a while now. I know he has a 
girlfriend, but apparently she’s more vanilla 
than me and he can’t do the stuff he’s into 
with her. Am I being a great ex or a monster 
slut?

Neither, this is boring and cliche. I assume 
that you broke up for a good reason. Respect 
that, back off and move on.

Miss Euphoria, I just started seeing some-
one, and I’m falling for them pretty fast. 
We’ve been seeing each other every day, and 
I feel like I’ve been living in a dream world. 
This was just made very apparent because 
we just became friends on Facebook, and 
I saw on there that he was married. We are 
both in our early 20s, and he’d mentioned 
he’d had a bad break up about a year ago. I 
feel so shocked and weirded out right now, 
and I’m not sure how to feel. Should I ask 
him about it?

Slow down the crazy. This is not the end of 
the world (that happened last year). To put it 
simply, your feelings are ridiculous and do not 
matter. Allowing you to add him on Facebook 
was his way of telling you about this previous 
marriage. It was also his way of telling you that 
marriage is not a big deal to him and does not 
matter in general. (Don’t even get me started 
on my own opinion on marriage). Feel free 
to bring it up with him, but bring it up in a 
casual and rational conversation, but don’t 
be accusative. You are both getting to know 
each other and it’s not a dream. Wake up and 
expect reality.

You should put something in your column 
about it all being a sick twisted joke from a 
fat fucked-up fag-queen. You are gross and 
confusing.

Say it darling, say it again!

I am honestly disappointed with this col-
umn because a lot of the advice is bad. 
One in particular I was not a fan of was the 
story of the person whose boyfriend stated 
it was an insult to his culture to wear a con-
dom. I actually found your response to be 
very demeaning and insensitive to cultural         
differences and beliefs. How the heck were 
you allowed a column when you don’t even 
respect different cultures or beliefs? You 
are being intolerant to this issue and I find 
it very wrong.

I thought the above comment was important 
to include. Have a great week everyone (and 
thanks for all the “confessions” and compli-
ments.)

Miss Euphoria, whose confusion with the 
terminology “Bachelor’s” in academia lead 
her all the way into her sophomore year, 
currently holds an eight-inch GPA. Ask her 
your dirty sex questions at facebook.com/
eraofeuphoria.

their way to the top of the 
dune, watched as the sun 
went down. You could see 
it visibly move and it was 
gone in only a few min-
utes.

At sunrise, we climbed 
to the top of the dune 
opposite the one where 
we watched the sunset. As 
the sun peeked over the 
horizon, I heard someone 
start singing the opening 
to the Lion King’s “Cir-
cle of Life.” We laughed, 
but a few minutes later, 
someone else burst out 
in the same song, having 
not heard the first per-
son. He sang the few lines 
he knew and it was quiet 
again. Then, a third per-
son finally just played 
the whole song on their 
iPhone speakers as the 
sun left the dunes behind.

Shae Bowman

Sun Star Reporter

Dr. Sarah Fowell, a Paly-
nology scientist in the 
Geology and Geophysics 
department gave a lecture 
titled, “Mass extinctions, 
climate change and life 
in the age of dinosaurs: 
Applications of palynol-
ogy,” last Friday, Oct.18, 
in the Reichardt building.

The lecture was a part of 
the UAF weekly science 
lecture series. 

Palynology is the study 

Dinosaur lecture focuses on pollen and spores

Photo courtsey of UAF         
Department of Geology and 
Geophysics website.

of microscopic fossilized 
palynomorphs. Palyno-
morphs are microscopic, 
acid-resistant organisms 
such as spores and pollen. 

In the lecture, Fow-
ell shared how she uses 
palynology to learn more 
about life on earth during 
the Triassic and Jurassic 
time periods. 

The age of the dinosaurs 
has long captured the 
imagination of many peo-
ple and there are are sev-
eral ways to learn about 
dinosaurs other then 
examining dinosaur fos-
sils. 

One method includes 
looking at palynomorphs 
because it allows scien-
tists to know what species 
of plants were around and 
thus what the dinosaurs 
were eating and what the 
climate was like at the 
time.

Fowell’s lecture was about 
her research in palynol-
ogy as a way to learn more 
about the age of dino-
saurs and climate chang-
es throughout the earth’s 

history. She also talked 
about the methods she 
uses to collect data.  “My 
methods can be high-
ly variable and largely 
depend on the age of the 
stuff she is interested and 
if she is working with rock 
or sediment,” Fowell said.

Part of Fowell’s research 
focuses on the Triassic 
and Jurassic which are a 
part of the Mesozoic time 
period. The Mesozoic 
time time period began 
about 252.2 million years 
ago. 

During the Triassic time 
period there were two 
mass extinctions.  The 
second mass extinction 
marks the transition into 
the Jurassic time period.  

Her research group focus-
es on the impact of mass 
extinctions on plants and 
how to recognize when an 
extinction has happened.

“A large concentration of 
fern spores right near the 
end of the Triassic period 
indicates an ecological 
disruption because ferns 
are opportunistic plants 

and thus, they are typical-
ly the first plants to grow 
back after a disruption,” 
Fowell said. Such an eco-
logical disruption indi-
cates that this is when an 
extinction occurred. 

Other researches have 
found evidence of dino-
saur tracks getting larger 
by about 20 percent with-
in a short time span going 
into the Jurassic period. 

Using this research and 
the data collected by Fow-
ell about the fern spores, 
Fowell’s group concluded 
that this is an example of 
ecological release. 

Because big dinosaurs 
went extinct, other dino-
saurs are able to get big-
ger, which is often advan-
tageous because getting 
bigger often means that 
your chances of reproduc-
tive success are increased. 

The lecture ended with 
a concluding statement 
about how cool micro-
scopic fossilized organ-
isms are when viewed 
under a high-resolution 
microscope.

Lakeidra Chavis

Editor-in-Chief

I’m going to be honest, it was hard to write this editorial. I want people to be represented accurately but to 
also not be defined because of their sexuality. Sexuality is not a definitive characteristic of who we are; it is a 

stroke of paint in the portrait of us as people.

So this space and this silence is for the people who have been historically silenced.

Speak up and speak out. It is up to us to move towards a better, brighter and more inclusive world.
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top 10 halloween costumes 

A bottle of soracha 

A duck that is also a referree

Sexy Ben Franklin

Botched Ecce Homo Fresco Restoration

A bill, seriously, just a bill sitting on Capitol

Crumb From “Aaahh!!! Real Monsters”

A Pinterest board

An ice cream cone

Plastic green army man 

A wrecking ball- no, not Miley Cyrus,              
just a wrecking ball
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