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old man and a 20-year-old woman. The man
was arrested for the possession of marijuana
and a marijuana pipe. He was transported
to the Fairbanks Correctional Center where
he was charged and trespassed from all UAF
property.

Paperback

Look ahead

Oct. 31- An officer was driving on Denali Lane, located between the Patty Center
and the Lower Dorms, when he was hit by
a driver. The 18-year-old male student failed
to stop before going onto Denali Lane and
ran into the center of the police vehicle.
According to the driver, he was pulling out
chapstick when his cards fell out and he
was concentrated on picking them up when
the accident happened. The car slid as both
doors on the passenger’s side were hit. The
student was cited for failure to stop before
entering the roadway.

Braking bad

Oct. 31- Two drivers were involved in
a motor vehicle accident on West Tanana
Loop. A 59-year-old man stopped to let a
pedestrian cross. A 24-year-old male student failed to see that until the last minute
and tried to brake, hitting the vehicle on the
left rear. The student was cited for failure to
provide due care to avoid an accident. There
were minor damages to the vehicles and no
injuries.

Nov. 5- A 30-year-old man with a backpack walked into the Business Office upset
over his denied appeal for the refund of
class money due to his homelessness. He
was withdrawing from classes and it is past
the withdrawal date to get class money back,
but he wanted his money and demanded to
speak to the entire board that rejected his
appeal. Campus police showed up and he
said he no longer wanted his money back,
he claimed that he just wanted to see how
they came to the conclusion as part of a
communications class experiment. In his
communications class, he said that they got
to interpret things and how people came
to such conclusions. He was no longer involved in this class that he was doing a case
study for. His appeal was because he was
homeless and living out of his car, but his
car was in storage. He was trespassed for six
months from UAF campus.

Just why?

Nov. 5- A 31-year-old male student was
stopped on Alumni Drive for driving with
his headlights off. Campus police found
that he had stolen another vehicle’s license
plate tabs and placed them on his expired
plate. He refused to get out of the vehicle so
the officer removed him from the vehicle.
Wrong Speed Limit
The suspect laid on the ground until the ofNov. 3- An off-duty trooper reported a ficer dragged him back to the patrol vehicle
motor vehicle accident. A 39-year-old fe- and called for assistance to get him into the
male student from Fairbanks lost control of patrol vehicle. He was arrested on a misdeher vehicle and hit a parked car near Walsh meanor for the misuse of plates, DUI, disorHall. She was cited for basic speed, which derly conduct, driving without insurance,
means she was driving too fast for road con- refusing to submit to a preliminary breath
ditions.
test and driving with a suspended license.
He was transported to the FCC.

Research station

Nov. 4- An officer was on patrol when
he noticed a parked vehicle at the Large Animal Research Station that was still running
and decided to do a welfare check. Police
are supposed to check on cars during the
winter that could possibly be broken down.
When he stood near the open driver’s door,
he smelled an odor of burnt marijuana.
There were two people in the car, a 23-year-

Missing you

Nov. 6- A 19-year-old male student reported that his iPhone 4s was stolen from
an unlocked locker by the hockey rink exit
in the Student Recreation Center on Nov. 5
while he worked out between 7 and 8 p.m.
There are no suspects and the investigation
is ongoing.
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ASUAF Recap- November 11, 2012
Claire-Elise Baalke
Sun Star Reporter

Sustainable Village, came to ask ASUAF to
donate a swag basket to a fundraiser that
will take place later this month. The funds
raised at the event will go to supporting
Senators Present
Blake Burley, Michael Golub, Olivia victims of Hurricane Sandy and the AlterBowen, Matthew Dakus, Bryant Hopkins, native Spring Break team.
Beth Steele, Will Collingwood and Sarah
Senate Seat
Walker
Will Collingwood acted as the senate
seat because of the O’Scannell’s absence.
Senators Absent
Alya O’Scannell, Michael Magnan,
Appointments
McKinley Zakurdaew, Rusty Young, Andy
Beth Steele was appointed to the
Chamberlain, Virginia Miner and Nasenate by an unanimous vote. Daniel
thaniel O’Connor
Strigle was appointed to the Elections
Board by an unanimous vote.
Officers Present
Dillon Ball

University Relations Chair
Directors Present

O’Connor stepped down as chair
of from the university relations. Steele
nominated Dakus as the new chair. Dakus
accepted the nomination. Hopkins was
Guests Present
Lakeidra Chavis, a Psychology stu- voted chair of the university relations
dent, and Kailey Skinner, an RA from the board by a unanimous vote.
Corey Boiko and Fred Brown

Revisions
Board

to

the

Elections ASUAF office. The legislation was sent to

There were five changes to the elections board manual: a the change to a
pool system where all candidates run
against each other, that ASUAF members
can vote for up to seven candidates, multiple votes by one person on the same
ballot for the same candidate will be
counted as one vote and if the candidate
is an incumbent they must run for the seat
they already hold. The legislation passed
by a vote of 5-2-0.

Swag Idea
O’Scannell sponsored legislation
“SB 179-008 Purchasing ASUAF Promotional Items.” The legislation would allocate $1,100 funding from the budgets
of advertising and promotional items to
purchase items such as mugs, sticky notes
and magnets featuring the ASUAF logo.
These items will be sold to students, and
the mugs will be used for hot drinks in the

the public relations board for review.

Travel Grant
The UAF music department applied
for and was awarded $2,502.26 from the
ASUAF Travel Grant program in the last
spring but did not turn in their receipts
before the deadline.
Hopkins sponsored legislation “SB
179-009 Fulfillment of ASUAF Travel
Grant to UAF Music Department Ensembles.” The legislation would fulfillment
giving a reward to the Music Department
that they did not receive because of lack
of communications. These receipts were
received recently so that they can hopefully receive the reward due to them for
activities for the rest of the fiscal year. The
legislation was expedited and the senate
passed the bill by a vote of 7-0.
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Training military men in Alaska
Brix Hahn
Sun Star Reporter
On Nov. 6, 2012 soldiers gathered in the
After Action Review Building in the Yukon
Training Area waiting to be briefed for their
table eight, the final exam of Stryker Mobile
Gun System operations. The soldiers were
training for deployment to Afghanistan and
Iraq.
“You do your thing and the bad guys get
blown up,” Capt. John Farmer said, referring
to his job in the Army.
First Lt. Jonathan Austin spent the
better part of Oct. and Nov. camping in the
Yukon Training Area on Fort Wainwright.
In order to become qualified to operate the
MGS, Austin was required to camp in an
arctic tent for two and a half weeks, sometimes facing temperatures as low as negative 20. Additionally, Austin was required
to share his small quarters with nine other
men—as well as all their gear and supplies.
An MGS is a miniature tank on wheels.

It takes three men to operate a MGS, a
driver, a gunner and a vehicle commander.
The gunner pulls the trigger of the gun and
the vehicle commander calls the orders. The
vehicle commander is often has the highest
ranked among the three.
According to Austin, the vehicle commander, all it takes is “one switch to go from
the main gun to the machine gun.”
Austin is a vehicle commander. As an
average sized man, his compartment in the
MGS is barely big enough for him to squeeze
into while completely geared up.
The cost of an MGS, ammunition, gear
and chains is approximately $4 million.
If the men on YTA pass their table eight
on Wednesday, Army tradition says that
they will be allowed to name the gun on
their MGS.

Vehicle commander 1st Lietenant Jonathan Austin demonstrates the features of an army stryker equipped with a
Mobile Gun System during a training mission at Donnelly Training Area on Wednesday Nov. 7. The Stryker was designed for adaptability and may be specialized for many purposes including reconnaissance, infantry and medical
uses, according to Sgt. Farmer. Annie Bartholomew/Sun Star

Infantrymen from the 3rd Battalion 21st infantry regiment clean up after their last engagement operating a stryker
equipped with a Mobile Gun System on Wednesday, Nov. 8 To pass Table 8 the MGS crew has to successfully carryout 10 engagements.The crew is scored on not only accuracy but communication, speed, and order of hitting targets,
according to Sgt. Farmer. If the battalion does not pass, the battalion faces retraining and reexamination. Annie
Bartholomew/Sun Star
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A few tweaked votes can really make a difference News briefs
How will new options impact you and your vote?
Melissa Takaaze
Sun Star Reporter

Ted Stevens and Mark Begich, Begich won
by 1.3 percent of the vote or 3,953 votes, a
small margin because the two candidates
garnered 299,581 total combined votes.
Tampering in an election as large as a U.S.
Senate race could affect the political power
of the federal legislative branch by swaying
which party gains or keeps control.
According
to
Alaska
statute
AS15.20.530, if two candidates are tied in
number of votes, the successful candidate
will be determined “by lot.” In the 2006
Democratic Primary for House District 37,

committing fraud could be both voter and
witness.
Hacking is another serious security
concern.
According to a press release
Too busy to vote? Next time vote elecfrom the Lt. Governor’s office, “Platforms
tronically. Alaska is now one of the few U.S.
for Alaska’s online ballot transmission are
states that allows all registered voters to rehosted in a dedicated secure data center
quest and submit ballots online. Like anybehind a layer of redundant firewalls under
thing transmitted online, there are security
constant physical and application monirisks to consider.
toring to ensure the security of the system,
Two weeks ago, Lt. Governor Mead
vote privacy, and election integrity.”
Treadwell announced that all registered
The Division of Elections reaffirmed
Alaskan voters can now vote electronically.
the security of the system by stating that the
Approximately 30 U.S. states offer overseas
electronic transmission system is
and military voters this option,
secure because of the redundant
but now Alaska, like West Virfirewalls. Unfortunately, redunginia and New Jersey, allows
dant firewalls can be breached.
voters to cast their ballot through
Firewalls do provide some dean online submission platform.
gree of protection but because
In Alaska, electronic voting
they are programmable, they
is seems simple. The voter comonly target previously identified
pletes the application online,
threats. If a certain threat has not
prints, signs and then faxes the
been identified, multiple fireform to the Division of Elecwalls will not be anymore effections. Within 48 hours, the aptive than a single firewall.
plicant can log onto the online
Hackers could modify or
ballot system where they will
remove ballots as they are transreceive a pdf of their ballot and
mitted to the server. The main
an affidavit. The affidavit must
server, which holds all the balbe printed and signed by both
lots, could be breached, leading
the voter and a witness affirming Students from UAF Journalism Professor Lynne Lott’s News Writing for the Media
class met at Election Central Tuesday night to cover election results on Nov. 6. Lott
to potential modifications at an
the voter’s identity. The ballot discusses strategies for covering elections at the Westmark Inn Fairbanks. Annie
Bartholomew/Sun
Star
even greater scale, particularly
and the affidavit can then be
since the pdf format of the ballots
uploaded to the online transmission system, and later retrieved by the Divi- incumbent Carl Moses and Bryce Edgmon is easily modifiable.
tied with 767 votes. Per the statute, the race
There is also the potential danger of
sion of Elections.
In addition to the traditional paper- was settled with a coin toss, which Edgmon malware on a voter’s web browser, which
could compromise the individual’s vote, or
based absentee ballot, electronic transmis- won.
Catherine Reardon, a veteran poll infiltrate the transmission system. Malware
sion provides a fast and convenient option
for the military, overseas voters and voters watcher, emphasized that accountability is picked up by visiting websites and can go
in areas recovering from natural disaster, is very important to ensure that the online undetected by the user.
Computer Science Professor Dr. Brian
like voters in New Jersey this year who had ballot transmission system is fair and to help
protect against possible computer malfunc- Hay said that because the scale is so small,
been hit by Hurricane Sandy.
Electronic voting could also benefit in- tion and security breaches. She said there electronically submitting votes is probably
dividuals with disabilities, especially those should be a paper trail where a questionable safe. Hay noted when electronic transmiswith mobility issues. Voter turnout could ballot could be compared with a paper ver- sion voting becomes more widespread,
potentially increase because voting could sion to ensure that votes could be recounted there will be a need for a more thorough reand checked for accuracy.
evaluation of security and reassessment of
occur from the home or office.
There are potential security risks at risk management to ensure that protections
Although convenient, online ballot
transmission can be risky because there is every step of the online ballot transmission are adequate.
no way to verify the identity of the person process. An outsider with access to another
person’s personal information could cast
submitting a ballot.
In Alaska, where elections can be close someone else’s vote by requesting, comand have been won by coin toss, any ballot pleting and submitting the ballot. Since the
modification could impact the outcome. In affidavit only requires that another indithe 2008 U.S. Senate race between Senator vidual sign and serve as witness, the person

Nov. 13, 2012
Compiled by Brix Hahn

Super Earth
Astronomers have found another planet that is similar to Earth
and could possibly support life.
The planet, HD 40307, is larger
than Earth and orbits a star that is
only slightly smaller than the Sun.
HD 40307 is just the right distance
away from its star to possibly allow
for water to collect on its surface.
The planet has five sister planets
that rotate the same star. The planet
is 40 light years away.
-Discover Magazine

No CDs for New Macs
Apple released the new MacBook Pro this month. With the
release the Senior Vice President
of the company, Phil Schiller, announced that the company is
fading out optical drives and Ethernet ports. The new computer will
be thinner than the last generation
of MacBook Pros and will include
Apple’s Retina display.
-Tech Republic

Obama the Book
President Barack Obama and
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel are
in the process of writing a book together. The men are writing, “a book
of two friends,” Wiesel said in an interview with The Guardian. Obama
first met Wiesel at a lecture where
he was speaking. They became
friends in 2009 when the president
invited Wiesel to visit Buchenwald,
a concentration camp. A release
date for the book has not been
made public yet.
-The Guardian
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Battleship
No aliens or game pieces
Claire-Elise Baalke
Sun Star Reporter

ties, whether in intramural programs or just
work for student activities offices like that,
and what they found is that its a really popStudent Organizations Coordinator ular event because it doesn’t inter-lap with
Josh Hovis and New Student Orientation Co- other intramurals or other sports or other
ordinator Damien Snook are trying to start activities,” Snook said.
According to Hovis, this idea is in the
a new intramural sport called battleship. If
planning
stages, but he would love to see it
you’ve seen the 2012 movie Battleship with
Rihanna in it you aren’t too far off, since the used as a tournament or fundraiser by stu-

New Student Orientation Coordinator Damien Snook (left) and Student Orginization Coordinator Josh Hovis
(right) stand in the Patter Center balcony overlooking the pool. Snook pitched the idea of Battleship, a game in
which you sink another’s boat, to Hovis. Nov. 7, 2012. Cordero Reid/Sun Star

movie is based on the board game. In this
new game you will not find aliens, this game
is an interactive and student-made game.
Battleship was originally a two-player
guessing game, a board game of naval
strategy published by the Milton Bradley
Company. Of course that version is still
in existence, it uses ship game pieces that
players have to guess where the opponent
ships are to try and sink them. This new
battleship game without game pieces has
become quite popular in the lower 48 according to Snook. Battleship consists of
four four-person teams each with canoes in
a swimming pool. Matched with hands or
any selection from buckets, squirt guns or
boogie boards, teams pour water into each
others’ canoes trying to sink each others
battleship.
Snook got the idea from his alma mater
Iowa State University. “I discovered this
from friends who work at other universi-

dent organizations or other groups. Hovis
and Snook are working with the Department
of Recreation, Adventure and Wellness to
see if battleship is a possibility at UAF. Hovis
said battleship could be, ”a unique fundraising opportunity for any clubs or organizations on campus that want to utilize the
pool and draw people to an event that usually doesn’t take place on campus or at all.”
Hovis and Snook believe that battleship could become like Quidditch to UAF
students with enough interest. Snook said
that battleship would be a great winter-time
activity and the idea was tossed around that
it would be a good activity for Winterfest.

The potential future home of the intramural game Battleship at the Patty Center pool. Battleship is a game in which
competitors try to sink the opposing team’s boat by filling it with water. Nov. 7, 2012. Cordero Reid/Sun Star
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Nanooks Volleyball team closes out season with win against
Montana State University
Lauren Fisher
Sun Star Reporter

Volleyball
On Saturday, Nov. 10, Senior Night, the
Alaska Nanooks Volleyball Team gave their
seniors something to celebrate by winning
their last home game of the season against
Montana State Billings University at the
Patty Center. After honoring the senior
Nanooks, the team went on to win the first,
third, and fourth sets, resulting in a victory
for Alaska.
Freshman Sam Harthun led the Nanooks to victory once again, with a gamehigh score of 20 kills. Freshman Katlyn
Mataya contributed 59 assists to her team.
The set scores were 23-25, 25-23, 21-25 and
17-25.
Seniors Alyson Oddey and Reilly Stevens were recognized before the game for
their senior status. This was also the head
coach of the volleyball team, Phil Shoemaker’s final home game, as he will be retiring at
the end of the season.

field goal rate of 42 percent and 62.5 percent
success with free throws. The Nanooks had
a higher percentage over all but field goals,
shooting 83.3 percent at the free throw line.
During the second half, Colorado widened the gap between the teams. Colorado
improved their shooting accuracy in two
point, three point and free throw shots while
the Nanooks wavered. Colorado’s Allie
Grazulis scored a game-high 22 points, followed by teammate Courtney Gallo with 18,
and Nanooks sophomore Benissa Bulaya
and senior Taylor Attenburg with 15 each.
The final score was 73-87.

Swimming

On Friday, Nov. 9, sophomores Danielle
Lyons, Gabi Summers, and Kelly Mereietto,
and junior Bente Heller worked together to
win the 20 free relay. Freshman Eileen Audette, sophomore Lindsey Krause, Adams
and Summers were the four who won the
400 Medley Relay. Adams and Summers
each won one individual race, while Heller
won two. However, California State won
with a score of 108-96.
The final score on Saturday was 111-93
Women’s Basketball
in
favor
of California despite Adams’s record
The Women’s Basketball Team lost
against Colorado School of Mines on Nov. and UAF’s 4 individual wins and 2 relay
10 at the Patty Center for their first home wins. Adams also helped UAF win the two
relays that day.
game of the season.

The girls celebrate being one kill closer to victory against MSU Billings on Saturday, Nov. 10. Lauren Fisher/Sun
Star

At halftime, Colorado was in the lead
with a score of 37-31. They had made none
of their 7 attempted three-point shots, with a

Senior Jacqueline Lovato blazes past Colorado Mines’ defense on Nov. 10. Lauren Fisher/Sun Star

Kendra Ashwell prepares to take her leg of the relay on Nov. 10. Lauren Fisher/Sun Star
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Third annual Pop Con brings in more than just UAF students
Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter
Pop Con is a recent UAF tradition that
has latched on fast. Just three years after its
inception, the annual Pop Con Festival has
become a beloved staple of mid-semester
activity on campus. This year’s Pop Con
brought a new crowd of people to the event
than past years, increasing the number
of attendees and broadening the range of
people reached.
Pop Con is a three day event held
in the Wood Center on Nov. 8, 9 and 10.
This event spans between comics, games,
movies, writing, drawing and even street
fighting. Along with events and demonstra-

tions, there were also booths selling food
and comic and game merchandise. This included comic books, video games, movies,
tv shows, Pokemon playing cards and costume items. Some of the most prominently
attended events of this year’s Pop Con were
the gaming tournaments, the street fighting
demonstrations, and the games of War
Hammer.
The events spanned throughout Wood
Center. Demonstrations that required more
space for activities took place in the Wood
Center Ballroom, while smaller events such
as the comic writing and drawing work
shops took place in the smaller conferences
rooms in the upstairs of Wood Center. War
Hammer tables could be found in the food

court, with many eager players surrounding
the scene, each competing with their miniature figurines.
Another attraction of the three day festival was the 501st Legion booth, sporting
their stormtrooper costumes. Costumes
were available for festival goers to try on and
take pictures in along with the already fully
costumed Star Wars storm troopers.
With seven big screen televisions in the
Wood Center’s multi-level lounge, students
and other Fairbanks community members
were able to participate in multiple gaming
tournaments, the most popular of which
was Mario Super Smash Bros Brawl.
“I never really understood the idea of
competing in video games,” said Fairbanks

community member, Laura Capelle, whose
daughters Amanda, age 12, and Maria, age
16, both competed in the tournament. “But
they really love it, and I guess there are much
worse things for them to be doing.”
According to the Student Activities Office, the age range at this years Pop Con was
a little different from years past, drawing
many more high school age students to the
event. Popularity has picked up and Pop
Con will have no difficulty continuing for
many years to come.

At the third annual Pop Con festival held in Wood Center on Saturday, November 10, Ray Cebulski, part of 501st
Legion group, demonstrates that Star Wars can be appreciated by any age group. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

After a grueling five minutes and five spicy hot burritos Jacob Harrison was declared champion of the burrito eating
contest. Harrison won a Pop Con tshirt and more burritos. Nov 9, 2012. Cordero Reid/Sun Star

Comic Shop employee Elizabeth King smiles at a customer at Pop Con 3 on Nov. 9, 2012. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun
Star
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UAF Students get down to business at accounting competition semi-finals
Erin McGroarty
Sun Star Reporter
“You’ve joined a team running an election campaign for the next President of the
United States of America. Your organization
has seen its clients struggling with the financial issues faced by many Americans and
you believe that your years of experience in
management accounting gives you the big
picture perspective needed to provide practical solutions to these issues.”
This was the challenge presented to
hundreds of accounting students at the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 2012 Accounting Competition.
This fall, the University of Alaska Fairbanks
School of Management sent two teams of
UAF students to this national accounting
competition.
This competition for college students
around the country, is put on annually by
the AICPA. Each year, hundreds of college
students compete to present, in a group,
their best idea for how to solve some of our
country’s most prominent economical is-

sues.
The competition is separated into three
rounds: the beginning round, the semifinals and the final round. Two UAF teams
competed in the first round to place in the
top 20 teams. One of the UAF teams, “Nanook Accountants” proceeded to the semifinal round. During the next round, which is
being voted on at the moment, “Nanook Ac-

banks] they’re competing against their buddies in the classroom, but now it’s students
from all over the country.”
Each year, the competition features a
different scenario to the groups, who are
then expected to come up with a solution.
They then present this solution to a group
of professional judges in Washington D.C.
through a 1,000 word essay during the first

During the second round, each group is
expected to create a video presentation expanding on one of the previous three ideas
they chose at the beginning of the competition. The Nanook Accountants chose to
expand on their thoughts regarding the
national deficit. Some of these solutions
included enforcing compliance auditing for
government entitled programs, as well as increasing the amount of eduction American
youth receives regarding national issues.
“Here they’re competing against their buddies
By increasing their eduction and underin the classroom, but now it’s students from all
standing of these issues, Nanook Accountants hope these students will then develop
over the country.”
skills needed to deal with the financial fu-Ruth Prato
ture that they have inherited.
countants” will be competing for a place in round. This year’s challenge presented each
“We’re really proud of them,” said Amy
the top 3 teams. The final team wins a prize group of students with a campaign, and a Cooper, Term Instructor of Accounting,
of $10,000 and trips to Washington D.C. their own imaginary presidential candi- “The competition has been a huge underPublic voting for finalists will be open until date. According to the AICPA website, the taking and they’re exceeded my expectaNovember 14.
individual groups are then developed their tions every step of the way.”
“This competition is a great resume “candidate’s proposed solutions to address
builder, not to mention the experience of current issues as part of the candidate seleccompeting in a national competition,” said tion process” as well as to “outline proposals
Ruth Prato, an Accounting Instructor in the for 2 of the 3 main issues: social security,
UAF School of Management, “Here [in Fair- income taxes and the deficit”.

National Novel Writing Month challenges writers worldwide
Alisha Drumm
Sun Star Reporter
National Novel Writing Month, or
Nanowrimo, is a worldwide program that
takes place every November. Participants
are challenged to write 50,000 words for a
novel in just 30 days, which adds up to approximately 1,167 original words a day.
The project was founded in 1999 from
“The Office of Letters and Light,” an organization that encourages both children
and adults to reach their creative potential. Nanowrimo was founded with only 21
writers participating, but has over 200,000
participants and counting.
“At the beginning of the month we had
23 people in Fairbanks alone come out for
the first write in,” said Toni Veazey, a 6-year
veteran of the Nanowrimo program.
Participants of Nanowrimo have from
midnight November 1 until just before midnight on November 30 to complete their
goal of 50,000 original words for a novel.
Traditionally, the novels are in the genre of
fiction.
“However, there are the Nano rebels as

we call them. I have heard of people writing
screenplays, memoirs, even history books,”
said Travis Veazey, 6 year Nanowrimo participant and spouse of Toni Veazey.
Many participants of Nanowrimo have
local chapters. There is a Fairbanks chapter
where writers get together regularly to try
and reach their daily word goal. “It makes
writing more of a social event. It is very
helpful to bounce ideas off of one another,

by the end of November are given discounts
such as a free paperback printing of each
winner’s novels.
But it’s not the prizes that driver the
writers. “It is mainly the self satisfaction of
writing so much in such a short time,” Travis
Veazey said.
“If you love to write, I say give it a shot,”
said Travis Veazy. “Even if you don’t finish,
you have the satisfaction of having started
on something great.”
Individuals interested in participating
in Nanowrimo can become a member at
nanowrimo.org or become a member of the
Fairbanks chapter of National Novel Writing
Month on their FaceBook group page.
National Novel Writing month will conrather than doing it all on your own,” said
tinue to challenge writers worldwide this
Rhonda Beal, who participated in the proNovember, as well as bring them together
gram this year.
through their love of writing, as writers race
Some members of the Fairbanks
to reach their 50,000 words.
chapter are writing novels of fantasy, contemporary fiction, supernatural comedy,
and urban fantasy for this years Nanowrimo.
Any individual who completes the goal
of 50,000 words in a month is a winner of
Nanowrimo. Individuals who reach this goal
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Music of the North choir gives superb concert
Cordero Reid
Sun Star Reporter
Friday, Nov. 9, the Choir of the North
performed several French music pieces in
the Charles W. Davis Concert Hall. The performance was a special dedication to the
late Dolores Heine who passed away at the
end of September. Heine was an accompanist for the Choir of the North for most of the
group performances in the 1980s.
The musical presentation was based
off of Maurice Duruflé’s “Requiem,” with
special guest organist James Johnson.
Johnson is an international composer who
has played with the Royal Philharmonic in
London and the Boston Pops Orchestra.
The choir began with “Four Motets” on
Gregorian themes. “Ubi caritas,” with cantor
was lead by faculty member and alto singer
Leah Berman Willaims,“Tota pulchera es,”
was lead by music student Rebecca File,
“Tue es Petrus” was lead by tenor Charles
Woodward and “Tandum ergo” with cantor
was led by bass singer Dean Shannon. The
motets were moving and the choir was well
practiced and in sync at times. Conductor
and Program Director Dr. John Hopkins visibly put much effort into producing a quality
evening of music.

During the second act, the choir performed the “5th Symphony for Organ” by
Charles-Marie Widor, “Prelude on an Anthem, No. 8” by Jean Langlais and the finale
of “First Symphony for Organ” by Louis Vierne. At the beginning of this portion of the
concert, Johnson sat down at the organ and
performed the pieces with an electrifying
and beautiful ease.
The final act of the night featured performances by the choir and Johnson. “Requiem, Op .9” by Maurice Duruflé is a wonderful piece that should be heard at least
once in one’s lifetime. It is a symphony of
haunting musical expertise that was crafted
and well executed by the choir.
During the fifth piece “Pie Jesu” Gwendolyn Braiser, a mezzo-soprano and Bryant
Hopkins performed the cello with the choir.
Braiser’s voice and projection could be
heard all the way to the back of the concert
hall with clarity and Hopkins’ instrumentation was superb.
The concert was a great experience and
their Christmas performance is eagerly anticipated. After, the audience exited the concert hall and filled the grand hall as the choir
members met up with friends and family.
Cellist Bryant Hopkins accompanies Gwendolyn Braiser, a mezzo-soprano, while performing “Pie Jesu” on Friday,
Nov. 9. “Pie Jesu” is part of “Requiem, Op. 9” by Maurice Duruflé, a french composer. Cordero Reid/Sun Star

Conductor Dr. John Hopkins (left) and organist James Johnson (right) shake hands at the end of their performance of “Reqiuem” by the Choir of the North on Nov 9. Cordero Reid/Sun Star
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Letters to the Editor
I’m voting no
Dear Editor,
On November 29 and 30, students will
vote on whether or not to increase the student government fee $7. I will be voting no
on this question, for at least two reasons.
One reason is that a relatively small percentage of students utilize the services that
these fees fund. Non-traditional, graduate,
and CTC students are all less likely to read
the Sun Star, listen to KSUA, and go to concerts, but pay the same fee. It is unfair to ask
these students to pay more in fees for a service that they do not use.
There is also a lack of information regarding how the governance groups will
spend their additional money. In your
editorial, you stated that the Sun Star would
spend their funds on better paper. Given
that the Sun Star would receive approximately $31,800* per semester, roughly doubling the amount of revenue from student
fees, more explanation should be given.

The Concert Board’s budget would increase
from approximately $39,750/semester* to
$54,060/semester.* What does $14,000/
semester correlate to? As far as KSUA goes,
their budget would increase from $71,550/
semester* to $89,040/semester.* Collectively, ASUAF is asking for a $52,997 increase in funds per semester. Will students
see a marked difference in the quality of the
services that these groups provide? Given
a lack of a proposed budget, it’s impossible
to say. Students could end up paying 20%
more for essentially the same service.
Don’t forget to vote.
Jennifer Chambers
*These values were calculated assuming
a current budget of $265,000/semester.

things I said was a promise that I would
write a letter to the editor regarding my
good friend, Jesse Manchester. More specifically, I promised that I would write this
letter about how he is the manliest man on
campus. Firmly believing that a promise is a
promise, here it is:
There are many manly men on this
Arctic weathered, flannel and beard filled
campus; but no man is manlier than Jesse
Manchester. The following reasons are only
a few examples confirming my bold assertion.
When tables and heavy furniture
needs to be lifted, Jesse gets it done without
breaking a sweat. While I didn’t personally
see him move a table into my apartment, I
can pretty confidently state that Jesse Manchester did it with ease. No other manly
man on campus can listen as well as Jesse.
Manly Manchester
When any woman utters the words, “I just
Dear Editor,
want to talk about my problems. I don’t want
I was at the pub the other night with a solution. I just want someone to empamy buddies and, being the friendly person thize with my situation,” Jesse Manchester
that I am, I said a lot of things. One of those is the first man there. A made-language-

suitable-for-the-Sun-Star direct quote from
Jesse regarding this manly show of empathy
is “[Chicks] love to be listened to.” Most
remarkable of all, is how (Nerf ) bullets just
bounce off of Jesse’s chest--I’ve personally
witnessed this impressive phenomenon and
can honestly say that he didn’t even flinch.
These three feats alone allow me to proclaim
that, hands down, Jesse Manchester is the
manliest man on campus.
Editor, I am known to my friends for
my fulfillment of promises and obligations.
Because of this, it would mean an extraordinary amount to me if you could please publish this letter so that I can execute the pub
promise made to my extravagantly manly
friend, Jesse Manchester.
Sincerely,
Ginny Miner

My life in college
The perils of truth or dare
Moral Mildred
Sun Star Columnist
My friends and I are really into gamesboard games, video games, card games.
Lately we have been playing a lot of Truth
or Dare. Sometimes we play sober and
sometimes we play not-so-sober.
I’ve noticed a thing or two about Truth
or Dare. The “truth” option is never really
that bad and every time someone ops for
truth, everyone else who is playing simultaneously groans. No one really plays Truth
or Dare because they want to talk about
themselves. There are other games for that:
Have I Ever, 20 Questions, making an account on Eharmony... People play Truth
or Dare because they want to make their
friends do horrible, horrible things.
Also, I might be wrong in this, but
people tend to think just a little bit less of
people that always choose truth. No one
ever says anything out loud, but I feel like
everyone’s thinking it. “Ah, man Karen’s
here. I hate thinking of truths.” “Crap, I
forgot my phone. How am I supposed to
google decent truth’s now?” I don’t think
there is really anything wrong with always
picking truths, but I have never turned

down a dare in my life, and it has become a
sort of trophy for me. Now, I feel like if I turn
down a dare, I’d be a failure.
I need to stop telling people that I have
never turned down a dare, though. I am
proud of it--in some sick, twisted way, but
telling people this fact is like a dare in itself.
Every time I off-handily mention it, I can
see the “Never turned down a dare, huh?
Let’s see about that,” expression consume
their very soul. It is a little bit terrifying, and
a little bit “Come at me, bro.”
Because of my ridiculous pride concerning this game, I have forced myself to
do some hugely embarrassing tasks. I shall
now tell you about a few of the most embarrassing. Feel free to judge me, as I have
already judged myself.
1) I dare you to take my guitar, find
some random person in the hallway, and
sing them a love song. I did this dare sober,
but I feel like the poor girl I accosted in the
hallway needed a shot or something. I can
neither sing nor play guitar, but I didn’t let
that stop me. Of course my friends all followed me into the hallway and watched me
publicly embarrass the first unsuspecting
soul I came across. When I was done, I
thanked her for being a good sport, and

then ran away forever.
2) Take a shot out of a condom. I’m
not sure if any of you have done this (hopefully not), but something about alcohol and
spermicide/lubricant does not mix well.
It tasted like the worst parts of everything,
even though it was vodka and I love vodka.
Also, even though the dare stipulated it be
a “shot” it was more like a double, and a lot
of it ended up on my shirt.
3) I dare you to skip topless down the
hallway. I did this dare drunk, because normally I would do all that I can to not subject
people to that. Thankfully, it was three in
the morning and everyone was asleep because there are some things you can never
unsee in life. I did it though, bared to the
world, much to the horrified amusement of
my friends.
4) I dare you to flush your hand down
the toilet. The stipulations of this dare were
that I literally stuck my hand down into the
toilet, down the hole waste disappears into.
The toilet I had the misfortune of being
near had probably never been cleaned the
entirety of it’s toilet life, but I didn’t let that
stop me. Some adjectives I would use to describe the experience include: slimy, sticky,
and degrading.

5) I dare you to kiss that guy. This
ended a lot better than I thought it would,
as the guy was really hot and actually into
what was happening. Wandering up to him
and asking him if it was okay if I laid one
on him, though, was easily the most terrifying thing I have ever done. If he had said
no, then I wouldn’t have lost the dare, but I
would have had to walk back to my friends;
friends that would probably have been
crying with glee. Sometimes I wonder if I
need new friends.
I assure you, the list goes on but I’m
already pretty red writing this, and I don’t
think my blood pressure can handle much
more. So next time you play Truth or Dare,
think to yourself, “Is this something Moral
Mildred would do?” If the answer is yes,
you probably shouldn’t do it.
Moral Mildred writes a student life
column detailing the ups and downs of
living in Fairbanks and attending UAF.
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It’s legal in Colorado, man
Measures for
pot
legalization
have been on ballots since 1972,
when the question
was first put up to
the popular vote.
Voters never went for it, until last Tuesday in
Colorado and the state of Washington.
Amendment 64 in Colorado allows individuals over 21 to buy up to an ounce of
marijuana at regulated retail stores. Initiative 502 in Washington allows individuals
over 21 to buy up to an ounce of dried
marijuana or small amounts of marijuanainfused products. Both initiatives passed on
Nov. 6. So now what?
First of all, federal law superceeds state
law and under federal law marijuana is still
illegal. As the Drug Enforcement Administration reminded everyone on Wednesday,
Nov. 7, the 1970 Controlled Substance Act
hasn’t changed, even if state law has. However, there’s a large gray area where federal
officials don’t have the time or the manpower to go after every kid sharing a joint in
the basement.
Navigating state and federal law will
take a lot of time. According to Colorado
Gov. John Hickenlooper, it might be too
soon to “break out the Cheetos.” It all comes
down to what the current administration’s
justice department will do.
No one is sure what that is yet. According to CNN, University of Denver Law
Professor Sam Kamin says something has
got to give. “It simply can’t go on the way
it is,” Kamin said. “It can’t be a big industry
and a Federal crime at the same time.”
Currently, medical marijuana is legal
in 17 states and it is still legal under federal
law. The Justice Department has shut down
at least 600 marijuana shops in California
since last October. If anything, “history isn’t
encouraging for pot smokers,” according to
Slate Columnist Emily Bazelon.
The Justice Department has yet to release a statement on the matter, but whatever they end up doing, they can’t force
Washington or Colorado to make pot illegal
again under the U.S. Constitution.
Meanwhile, in Alaska pot has been
legal-ish since 1975 in the same unclear way
that Colorado and Washington seem to be
headed.
In 1975, the Alaska Supreme Court case

Ravin v. Alaska extended personal privacy
protections so far as to include possession
and use of marijuana in an individual’s
home. In 2006, the state passed a law
making possession of any amount of marijuana illegal. And then the courts found that
the law violated the citizen privacy rights
upheld by Ravin v. Alaska.
Honestly, I don’t understand it either.
But Alaska has a seemingly well-deserved
reputation as being lenient on stoners.
Are Colorado and Washington headed
in the same direction as Alaska? With conflicting laws and ideas about pot legalization?
Probably. But hopefully last Tuesday’s
election will open up a larger debate to reconcile some of these ideas.
It’s estimated that illegal marijuana
is a $36 billion a year industry and legal
marijuana could be a $100 billion a year
industry, according to the Huffington Post.
In the end, if America becomes Amsterdam-which doesn’t seem likely--the real winners will be the drug companies. It’s taken
decades to stigmatize smoking as something unproductive and unhealthy, and now
drug companies can start fresh with a new
drug to advertise to potential users. At least
in Colorado and Washington.
Until the federal government decides
how it feels about marijuana, there’s not
much anyone can do. But finally pot legalization has proved itself to be an issue that
should be seriously discussed. Washington
and Colorado have voted themselves into
experimental ground, and it will be interesting to see where they go.

Say “Ah”
Pap Guidelines
Q: What exactly is a Pap?
A: A Pap test, also called a Pap smear,
can find cancer cells or cells that could
turn into cancer, called “precancer”
on the cervix. The test can usually find
cancer in the early stages, when it can be
treated or even cured.
Q: I am 19 and recently became sexually active. Aren’t I supposed to have a
Pap smear now?
A: No. Women should start having
Pap tests when they turn 21 regardless of
sexual activity.

Elika Roohi
Editor-in-Chief

is not necessary.
Pap tests work fine
even in women
who have had sex recently or who have
used vaginal lubricants or creams.
Q: How often should I have a Pap
test?
A: That depends on how old you
are and what the results of your past Pap
tests have been.
Women age 21 to 29 should have a
Pap test every 3 years.
Women age 30 and older can have a
Pap test every 3 years or a Pap test and
HPV test every 5 years.

Q: But don’t I need a Pap smear
done to get birth control pills?
A: No. You do not need to have a Pap
Q: Do I need to get Pap tests if I had
in order to have a prescription for the pill. the HPV vaccine?
Q: Should I cancel my appointment
A: Yes. You still need to get Pap tests
to have a pap test if I had sex the night if you got the HPV vaccine. HPV stands
before?
for “human papillomavirus.” It is the
virus that causes cervical cancer. Getting
A: Women sometimes hear that they the HPV vaccine reduces your chances
should not have sex or put anything in of getting cervical cancer. But it does not
their vagina for 2 days before a pap test, completely protect you. You still need to
but it turns out that recommendation be checked for cancer.
Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043
or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc
Division of Student Services
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