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Mine! Mine! Mine!
Oct. 27- Two men were arguing out-

side of the Wood Center Pub over a woman. 

Campus police trespassed one of the men  

and the other was given a disorderly con-

duct warning.

Room-gates
Oct. 27- A Skarland Hall Resident As-

sistant reported the usage of marijuana in 

a dorm room. A campus officer responded 

and gave all three users a disorderly conduct 

warning. They were also trespassed from 

every Res Life room except the one they re-

side in.

Trespassed out
Oct. 28- A man in the Rasmuson Library 

reported a passed out man in the bathroom. 

An officer responded and the suspect was 

detained. The 27-year-old Fairbanks man 

had previously been trespassed from UAF. 

Campus police arrested and transported 

him to the Fairbanks Correctional Center 

where they charged him with criminal tres-

pass, possession of marijuana and violation 

of Conditions of Release.

Do it yourself
Oct. 28- On Tanana Loop, an 18-year-

old Fairbanks woman flagged down a Com-

munity Service Officer to help jumpstart 

her disabled vehicle. The CSO requested a 

campus officer, who arrived at the scene. 

The officer found that none of the passen-

gers or the driver had a valid license. The 

woman was summonsed for driving without 

a license. The passenger and owner of the 

vehicle was charged for not having a valid 

operator’s license and not having insurance. 

Another passenger was a possible juvenile 

runaway and was released to a relative. The 

vehicle was impounded.

Dangerous letters
Oct. 29- Residence Life reported to po-

lice that a resident in the MBS Complex had 

been receiving harassing and threatening 

letters. The UAF Police Department identi-

fied a possible suspect. The investigation is 

ongoing.

Oops, I did it again
Oct. 29- Someone reported to police 

that he saw a 54-year-old trespassed Fair-

banks man on Alumni Drive. The man had 

been trespassed from UAF. A campus police 

officer responded and contacted the sus-

pect. The man was arrested and transported 

to the FCC for a criminal trespass.

Something smells funny
Oct. 30- A campus officer stopped a 

vehicle between the Lower Campus Dorms 

and the Tanana Loop for a traffic violation 

while the vehicle was moving. The officer 

saw and smelled marijuana in the vehicle. 

The 21-year-old male driver was later sum-

moned for the possession of a marijuana 

pipe.

Fire department mishap
Oct. 31- A UAF Fire Department truck 

slid down the UAFFD driveway and hit the 

Stuart Hall rock retaining wall.

Samantha Thornton rises for a layup on Nov. 1. Lauren 
Fisher/Sun Star.

Technophobe: 
What's up in the 

Cloud?

KSUA 91.5 
Notes: Brady re-

views the Silicon 

Veil, Hundred 

Waters and 

METZ

Campus Demo-

crats bring Scott 

Kawasaki and 

David Watts 

to The Pub for 

some last min-

ute debating.
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Senators Present
Blake Burley, Olivia Bowen, Michael 

Magnan, Michael Golub, Rusty Young, 

McKinley Zackurdaew, Will Collingwood, 

Alya O’Scannell, Bryant Hopkins, Matthew 

Dakus and Virginia Miner

Senators Absent
Nathaniel O’Connor, Andy Chamber-

lain and Sarah Walker

Officers Present
Mari Freitag and Dillon Ball

Directors Present
Corey Boiko and Fred Brown

Guests Present
Michele Hebert, the Director of Sus-

tainability and Brett Parks, the Board Chair 

of the RISE board, attended the meeting to 

clarify that the nominees to the RISE board 

need to go through an application process 

to become a member.

Elections
The Elections Board moved the date of 

elections to Nov. 29 and Nov. 30 from Nov. 15 

and Nov. 16 because they did not advertise 

the election in The Sun Star three weeks in 

advance as dictated by the election manual 

bylaws. The candidate forum for people 

running for senate was moved to Nov. 26 

and Nov. 27. Write in candidates to the Elec-

tions Board can be present at the candidate 

forum.

RISE board 
Freitag and Hèbert are working together 

to re-write the legislation as to the appoint-

ments of new members to the RISE board 

so that new members can be approved by 

the board itself. This will help ASUAF ap-

point members who will be beneficial to the 

board. The nominations for the RISE board 

was tabled for two weeks, until Nov. 18.

Nominations
 Collingwood nominated himself and 

Golub nominated Zakurdaew to serve on 

the Board of Trustees, a governing board 

elected to direct the policies of an educa-

tional institution. Freitag  nominated  Young 

to serve on the Elections Board.

Appeal to the Elections Board 
reviewed by the Council

A complaint was sent to the Elections 

Board because of a misunderstanding re-

garding the due date for petitions. On the 

print version of the petition application the 

date said Oct. 30. On the ASUAF website the 

due date was Oct. 26.

The Elections Board decided that this 

was a valid complaint but it would not affect 

elections. The Elections Review Council, 

who are in charge of coming to a final de-

cision on complaints brought to the Elec-

tions Board, also agreed that it was a valid 

complaint and that it would not effect the 

elections. O’Scannell, Burley, Collingwood, 

Hopkins, Miner, Walker and Magnan serve 

on the council.

Politics

ASUAF Recap-November 4, 2012

ASUAF Student Government Elections
November 29 and 30

• Candidate Forums will occur on the 26th 
and 27th (Monday and Tuesday) in the Wood 
Center Multilevel Lounge from 1PM - 2 PM

Write-in candidates wishing to participate in the candidate forum should contact the chair of the 
Elections Board at asuaf.vicepresident@gmail.com

UAF PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT CLINIC

•Services are private and confidential

•Sessions are $10.00 per visit

•Therapy is conducted by Graduate Student Therapists 
from UAF Psychology Doctoral Program

•Supervised by a Licensed Psychologist
UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

For appointments or questions, please come by the clinic located on the second floor of Gruening at UAF, or call

(907) 474-1999
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Recent crime stats released early last 

month show the UAF has had higher crime 

rates than any other campus in the state of 

Alaska in almost all categories.  The excep-

tion is in robberies which took place at the 

UAA and UAS, but none at UAF.

The difference between these, ac-

cording to the UAF’s police department, is 

that a robbery is taking anything of value 

from a victim, while a burglary is breaking 

into a building to commit theft.

From 2010 to 2011, UAF disciplinary ac-

tions for liquor law went from 93 to 159, drug 

violations from 13 to 15 and weapon posses-

sions from 0 to 1.  As for arrests, they have 

lowered in liquor, from 56 to 39 and rose 

for drugs, from 16 to 23.  One reason that 

the liquor arrests have lowered, is campus 

police are implementing a different process 

for discipline.  Wherever possible, campus 

police attempt to handle the violations ad-

ministratively rather than criminally.

“It’s what they refer to as a form of di-

version, not overloading an already full 

court system but try to handle these things 

where possible in house,” said UAF Police 

Chief, Sean McGee, in a phone interview.

Perhaps the most significant change 

was the amount of forcible sexual assault 

rates that tripled over the period.  Forcible 

meaning against the victims will, while non-

forcible includes incest and statutory rape.  

15 out of the 17 forcible assaults were re-

ports by a single victim whose investigation 

is still ongoing.

“That’s not unusual; sometimes with 

everything else that the DA is dealing with in 

Fairbanks it may take a significant amount 

of time before they actually get back to us 

with an outcome,” McGee said.

Sexual assaults are defined as any 

sexual act directed against another person 

against their will, but also may include vio-

lations of sexual harassment.  Not including 

the ongoing investigation, this is the lowest 

sexual assaults have been in the past four 

years.

UAF’s relatively high crime rates in 

comparison to other in state colleges, 

raise the question of how it represents the 

campus safety.

“On one hand it’d be nice to say that no 

it doesn’t because its just one person,” said 

Sharece Ranbrue, a sophomore forensic 

chemistry student. “But on the second 

hand, what does that reflect about the 

people trying to catch them?”

Some students were unsure, while 

others were more apathetic of the crimes.

“Personally, I just kind of don’t care.  It’s 

weird, I guess I should,” said Logan Kunz, a 

sophomore business student.

“In some ways the types of activity that 

you see here taking place at UAF are going to 

be similar to the activity taking place in the 

larger Fairbanks area, the difference being 

we have a smaller population so it will be a 

smaller increase percentage-wise,” McGee 

said.

Anchorage and Fairbanks campuses 

had an equal number of aggravated as-

saults and motor vehicle thefts.  The Kenai 

Peninsula, Kodiak and Matanuska-Susitna 

Colleges had almost no crimes, except for 

one forcible sexual offense and 6 off campus 

burglaries at Kenai River.

Only one hate crime was reported at 

UAF in 2011, which was a campus property 

vandalism based on a religion bias.

Releases of these statistics were re-

quired by the Clery Act, enacted in 1990.  

The act requires that all universities par-

ticipating in financial aid programs disclose 

crime information about their school annu-

ally.

Crime on campus
A closer look at UAF’s 2011 crime rate

The University of Alaska Fairbanks Police Deparment has been collecting crime statistics for the past year of campus related crime. They recently released these statistics to the 
public eye. Nov 2, 2012. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star

The University of Alaska Police Department recently 
released their statistics for the past 12 months of crime 
on campus. Nov. 2, 2012. Erin McGroarty/ Sun Star
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There are only six candidates who have 

submitted petitions for this falls ASUAF 

election. The Elections Board runs the elec-

tions and works hard to uphold the rules 

and laws of the Elections manual. They try 

to run the elections as effectively as possible 

by making changes to things that need to be 

renewed and holding to that which need to 

be kept. Right now, their goal is to create a 

more competitive elections atmosphere.

The Elections Board is currently com-

prised of three members. ASUAF vice presi-

dent Dillon Ball, senators Fred Brown and 

Michael Golub are serving on the board 

this semester and are currently looking for 

two more members. Anyone can become a 

member of the Elections Board as long as 

they are a UAF student. The board has a ma-

jority of five members. As chair of the board, 

Ball only votes to break ties.

These new members will help the board 

administrate elections by setting dates, ad-

vertising, setting up polling stations, making 

sure there are workers at the polls, counting 

ballots, coming up with the official results 

and then sending those results to the senate 

to be confirmed according to Dillon Ball the 

Elections Board’s Chair.

“If there is a dispute or challenge to 

election, it’s the boards job to listen to the 

complaint and rule on what to do about it, 

whatever the issue is,” Brown said, in an 

email.

A recent complaint was filed Sunday, 

Oct. 28 about the date advertised for peti-

tions being turned into the Sun Star, which 

was Oct. 26 online on the ASUAF website 

and was later seen to be Oct. 30 on the paper 

version of the petitions that can be found in 

the ASUAF office.

“I thought we made it very clear that pe-

titions were due the 30th,” Ball said. Ball said 

the complaints were valid. The elections 

board concluded that the impact would not 

effect the elections by a 2-1 vote.

There are two major changes in the by-

laws for the elections. The first is a reduction 

in the number of members of the senate 

from 20 to 14. This change will be in effect 

by next fall.

“By reducing senate seats it will be 

easier to have a competitive contested elec-

tion where people would be running against 

each other and voters could actually choose 

who they wanted on the senate instead of 

whoever running winning by default,” Ball 

said.

The other change forms a pool system. 

Originally there were 10 seats and candi-

dates could run for one specific seat, in the 

new system there are seven seats and ev-

eryone runs against each other and those 

seven that get the most votes win. This elec-

tions system isn’t new. It was changed a few 

years back and has finally been changed 

back to its original form, Brown said.

“In my opinion it’s less intimidating to 

someone who hasn’t been involved with 

ASUAF before, but may want to run. There’s 

a different feel when you’re in a group, 

running for a group of seats, as opposed to 

possibly picking a much more experienced 

ASUAF candidate to run against for a spe-

cific seat,” Brown said.

With a true election, Ball hopes cam-

paigns will result increase publicity and en-

couraging more of the student body to vote 

and get involved in the elections and maybe 

even run themselves. “I feel like when you 

earn something, in this case it would be 

through campaigning or contested elec-

tions, I feel like you respect something a lot 

more if you worked hard to get it,” Ball said.

Currently elections are set for Nov. 29 

and Nov. 30.

News

Elections Board hopes to create competitive contested elections
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For UAF students who read the Alaska 

Dispatch, UA President Gamble might seem 

like an insensitive jerk.

Last week the Alaska Dispatch pub-

lished an online article with comments from 

a UA Board of Regents meeting took place at 

the end of September, in which University of 

Alaska President Pat Gamble made several 

comments suggesting rising student debt is 

resulting from student lifestyle choices in-

stead of rising tuition costs.

Andrew McConnell, a junior at UAA 

and the vice-president of USUAA attended 

the Board of Regents meeting called the 

article “one of the worst Alaska Dispatch ar-

ticles I’ve ever read.”

McConnell said that the article did not 

reflect the tone of the meeting or the char-

acter of President Gamble, whom he called 

“the most student friendly President the 

university has had in recent memory.”

The article, published under the title 

“University of Alaska president blames stu-

dent extravagance for their debt” on Oct. 25, 

provoked a lot of comments from students 

on social media and by emailing Gamble, 

according to Kate Wattum, the director of 

the University of Alaska’s Office of Public 

Affairs

Wattum said that most of the com-

ments she has received have been nega-

tive. Many students took offense to a phrase 

suggested in the title of the Alaska Dispatch 

article-”student extravagance”-even though 

Wattum pointed out that the President 

never used those words himself.

Gamble is quoted in the article as 

saying that some students have “got to have 

a car, got to have the apartment, got to go to 

spring break, do all that stuff,” and  “a lot of 

student debt is choice.”

Wattum said that the article “took 

a snippet of a much larger conversation 

about student debt.” According to Wattum, 

Gamble’s comments were based on several 

articles describing national trends about 

student debt and that they were not specific 

to Alaska.

There are currently no statistics about 

how student loans are spent in Alaska, but 

the UAF Department of Financial Aid said 

that approximately 5,000 students are taking 

out federal, state or institutional financial 

aid. Numbers were unavailable about how 

many students take out the maximum 

amount. Julie Parshall, who works in the 

Financial Aid Office said that despite the 

office’s efforts at encouraging responsible 

spending, “once they receive the refund 

we have no control.” Wattum said that the 

average student debt in Alaska is $26,500 

at the end of four years. However, at UAF 

the average is around $34,000 according to 

the Project on Student Debt, a non-profit 

that promotes understanding of the conse-

quences of student debt

Wattum also pointed out that the 

Dispatch article emphasized a few of the 

President’s comments. The main focus of 

the Board of Regents meeting was the two 

percent tuition increase that was the lowest 

in the past decade, something McConnell 

agreed with. McConnell said that the Fac-

ulty Alliance, the lobby group for faculty 

came into the meeting asking for an 11 to 

12 percent tuition increase. The student 

delegation pushed for a lower increase, 

but according to McConnell, Gamble was 

largely responsible for the low 2 percent 

increase. “I really credit him for pushing it 

through,”McConnell said. “We were really 

appreciative of that.”

UAF music major Rebecca File said that 

she has still accumulated student debt de-

spite working 20 to 40 hours per week while 

taking at least 12 credits per semester. She 

pointed out that even when withdrawing 

the maximum from federal loans, a student 

still falls well short of living expenses.

“If I were to subtract all tuition, books 

and fees from that I would have well under 

$10,000 left for my cost of living, that is well 

under the poverty line,” File wrote in an 

email.

Many students responded on the on-

line comment section of the Dispatch article 

posting their own stories about living fru-

gally and still accumulating debt. A student 

identified as Erikaedgar22 wrote “My extrav-

agant lifestyle consists of a dry cabin, cup of 

soups, and getting most of my furniture at 

the transfer station.” Ian Matteson wrote on 

the on The Sun Star’s Facebook page that 

“I don’t have a car, I live in the dorms, and 

I eat at the Tilly on a meal plan. I don’t go 

anywhere for breaks, and my “Frivolous” ex-

penditures are less than $100 each semester. 

And yet I still have sizable debt.”

Wattum said that the students who 

were offended by the president’s comments 

were probably not those who had accumu-

lated a large debt. The UAF Department of 

Financial Aid estimates living expenses and 

tuition to be a least $18,000 for in-state stu-

dents and at least $29,000 for out-of-state 

students, per year. According to Parshall, 

the maximum total lifetime limit for federal 

financial aid is about $31,000 for students 

dependant on a parent or guardian and 

$57,500 for independents. Subtracting the 

maximum loan refund for a dependent out-

of-state student from the estimated costs of 

4 years at UAF would leave a debt of $85,000. 

However, this number does not take into ac-

count private scholarships. It also does not 

take into account the fact that only 11 per-

cent of UAF students finish their degrees in 

four years, according to the most recent U.S. 

News survey.

Parshall  said that approximately 5,000 

UAF students take out federal, state or in-

stitutional financial aid, which does not 

include non-institutional scholarships. “It’s 

not illegal to borrow more than you need,” 

Parshall said, “but we recommend using it 

only on the things they absolutely need.” It 

is currently unclear how many students are 

withdrawing their maximum amounts, but 

McConnell said that he knows “people who 

do just what that article said.”

Supporters of the tuition raise point out 

that the costs of services accounts for three 

to five percent each year and that UAF still 

ranks as a relatively affordable option.

“The very modest increase in tuition is 

more important than the title of the article,” 

Wattum said.

President Gamble’s comments about student debt generates heat-
ed response from students

The want ad bulletin board in the Wood Center has a board for want ads, housing ads and sharing rides allowing 
students to make or save money. Nov. 3, 2012. Galen Lott/ Sun Star
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Basketball
On Thursday, Nov. 1, The Patty Center 

hosted the first Alaska Nanooks Basketball 

game of the school year between UAF Gold 

and UAF Blue.  The Women’s Basketball 

team played first at 5:30 p.m.  Although se-

nior Taylor Attenburg was the lead scorer for 

Gold, Blue had the victory that night with a 

final score of 34-45.

The Blue team won during the Men’s 

game.  The final score was 63-74, with Blue 

team member, junior Dallen Bills, scoring 

the most points.

The Alaska Nanooks Men’s Basketball 

Coach Mick Durham, used the night as an 

opportunity to get all of the players out on 

the court and in front of a crowd in order to 

get them used to playing in a more serious 

setting.  “Scrimmage is designed to get ev-

eryone out there to see how people will 

react,” Durham said.

Hockey
Junior Colton Beck sealed the deal 

against Lake Superior State University 11 

seconds before the final buzzer with a shot 

that brought the Nanooks one point ahead 

of their competitors on Friday, Nov. 2.  The 

final score was 2-1.

LSSU’s Chris Ciotti scored the first 

goal on sophomore goaltender for the 

Alaska Nanooks’ Sean Cahill.  After that, 

LSSU maintained their one point lead all 

the way through the first and second pe-

riods.   Freshman Colton Parayko scored the 

second goal in the third period, assisted by 

Beck.  Junior Michael Quinn got the puck to 

Beck for the final and game-winning goal for 

UAF on Friday night.

On Saturday night, the Nanooks faced 

LSSU again.  LSSU scored one goal in each 

of the first, second and third periods be-

fore the Alaska Nanooks managed to get 

the puck past their LSSU’s goalie.  At 14:39 

into the third period, senior Andy Taranto 

brought the score up to 3-1, in favor of LSSU.  

With 1 minute and 32 seconds left in the 

game, Taranto scored another goal for the 

Nanooks, but LSSU scored once again be-

fore the final buzzer, leaving the final score 

4-2.

Volleyball
The Alaska Nanooks Volleyball Team 

took Simon Fraser into five sets before 

taking the win on Friday night’s game in 

Burnaby, BC.  With the set scores at 31-29, 

23-25, 30-28, 23-25 and 15-13, it was a close 

game.  Freshman Sam Harthun led the Na-

nooks to their victory with 31 kills.  SFU’s 

Katie Forsyth had the second highest kill 

rate for the game at 24.

The Nanooks’ game against Western 

Washington on Saturday, Nov. 3 resulted in 

a sweep for the Warriors.  The final scores 

were 11-25, 17-25 and 11-25, leading to a 

victory for Western Washington.

Cross Country
At the 2012 National Collegiate Ath-

letic Association Div. II West Regional 

Cross Country Championships, the Alaska 

Nanooks Womens Cross Country Running 

team got 20th place out of 25 competing 

teams.  The Alaska Nanooks Mens Cross 

Country Team finished 16th out of 18.  The 

top Nanook competitors for the men and 

women were Alyson McPhetres and Ross 

MacDougal. McPhetres finished in 47th 

place with a time of 23 minutes and 12.39 

seconds for the 6km run. MacDougal fin-

ished his 10km run in 34 minutes and 4 sec-

onds, 40th place.

The second and third fastest runners 

for the Women’s running team were junior 

Raphaela Sceber, who came in 57th, and 

freshman Julia Ebner, placed 94th.  Sopho-

more Kryston McPhetres and freshman Sara 

Falconer made up the other two of the Na-

nook’s top five runners.

Junior Tux Seims was the second-fastest 

Nanooks male, coming in at 95th place in 

the 10k run.  Freshman John Klein was the 

third UAF athlete to finish.  Freshman Isaac 

Lammers and Kenny Brewer also made it 

into the top five of Nanook cross country 

runners for the race.

November brings busy weekend for Nanooks; Basketball season 
begins with Blue v. Gold game

Taylor Attenburg reaches high to try to stop Jacqueline Lovato’s corner shot. Nov. 1, 2012. Lauren Fisher/Sun Star.

Junior Destini Lewis weaves through the gold team’s defense during Thursday’s game. Nov. 1, 2012. Lauren Fisher/
Sun Star.
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The Geophysical Institute and UAF 

Museum of the North used this Halloween 

season to give back to the Fairbanks com-

munity through their Halloween events. 

The Geophysical Institute teamed up 

with the UAF service club Circle K this Hal-

loween to create an event full of fun and 

treats for Fairbanks’ families. From 2 to 4 

p.m. on Oct. 31, the Geophysical Institute 

was decorated with cobwebs, spiders and 

pumpkins as cowboys, princesses and zom-

bies walked around trick-or-treating.

There was also a game room where the 

children could go and show off their cos-

tumes while they played some of the many 

games including hula-hooping and basket-

ball. Circle K set up for the event.

This is the first year that the Geophysical 

Institute and Circle K have teamed up and 

hosted an event open for the general public. 

“For being the first time we have done any-

thing like this, and for not having had too 

much advertising, I think it has been great. 

We have had over 100 people come and 

enjoy the event. It is really nice to be able to 

host a family event” said Kaz Alvarez, a UAF 

student and Circle K member.

The museum hosted their annual Hal-

loween event that gives the public a family 

friendly atmosphere to enjoy their Hal-

loween. Children, parents and hosts dressed 

in a variety of Halloween costumes for this 

event. The event was open to the general 

public and had a free admission.

Almost every room in the museum was 

decorated and offered a different activity for 

attendees including hands on activities like 

“create your own costume” and one of the 

most popular events, the “fright elevator.”

The those who rode the fright elevator 

were greeted by a pirate and brought down 

to the lower level of the Museum.

The first level of the museum still pre-

sented its regular displays. Children were 

able to look at bones from different types 

of animals, bugs, fish skeletons and a Hal-

loween replica of a mummy.

The museum also offered face painting, 

a Halloween photo shoot and candy on the 

way out.

Not only did the museum give back 

to the Fairbanks community by creating a 

family friendly event for Halloween, they 

also used this Halloween event to start a 

canned food drive for the Food Bank.

“There were over 800 cans collected 

last year. We are hoping for a great turn out 

again this year,” said Museum Director Carol 

Diebel.

The Geophysical Institute and UAF 

Museum both had much success with their 

Halloween events this year, and plan to have 

them again in the future.

The Geophysical Institute plans to 

continue their Halloween event next year. 

“Based on the success, we would definitely 

do it again,” said Amy Hartley of the Geo-

physical Institute.

The UAF Museum also plans to con-

tinue their Halloween tradition, that is fun 

for all. “It’s not just the kids that have fun. It’s 

the parents, the staff, everyone. I love seeing 

all of the kids costumes,” said museum Di-

rector Carol Diebel.

UAF gets involved this Halloween

Children flood the basement hallways and peak into labs to look at all the spooky artifacts and bones. The Museum 
of the North puts on an annual Halloween event where parents can bring their kids and explore and learn about the 
museum. Oct. 31, 2012 Cordero Reid/Sun Star.

Astronauts take time to do some trick-or-treating at the Howling Halloween event in the Elvey Building of the Geo-
physical Institute. Oct. 31 2012. Cordero Reid/Sun Star.
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The Museuam of the North puts on a annual Halloween event where parents can bring their kids to explore and 
learn about the museum. Oct. 31, 2012 Cordero Reid/Sun Star.

Aren Gunderson demonstrates what happens when you mix liquid nitrogen and hot water in front of children at the 
Halloween event put on by the Museum of the North. Gunderson works at the museum as the Animals Collection 
manager. Oct. 31, 2012. Cordero Reid/Sun Star.
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Annie Bartholomew
Sun Star Reporter

As  winter sets in, colder temperatures 

and shorter daylight hours become  a reality.  

But students at the University of Alaska Fair-

banks are finding new solutions to battling 

one of winter’s worst side effects: cold feet.

“If you want to buy boots in Fairbanks 

I would typically go with waterproof and 

to negative 40 for the winters here because 

they’re really long and harsh,” said Trisha 

Lebasseur, a wildlife biology and conserva-

tion student who works in the Beaver Sports 

Athletic Department. “We have some that 

will go to minus 40, some that will go to 

minus 50, some of our boots are more wa-

terproof than others.”

Beaver Sports has all the traditional 

winter boots you would expect in an outdoor 

store. Merrel and Keen boots reach nega-

tive 40 for longer exposure outdoors and 

negative 25 

for running 

errands or 

walking 

around 

campus.

Beaver 

Sports’s 

newest 

stock, the 

Lobben, 

looks a little 

bit like an 

elf shoe with 

a pointed toe and bright red wool and blue 

soles. “They’re not the most stylish but they 

are going to keep your feet super warm,” 

said Lebasseur. According to Lebasseur, the 

Lobben’s temperature is built for  negative 

50 temperatures. The Lobben is made in 

Norway and is the warmest boot currently 

carried at Beaver Sports .

Another boot popular on the Westridge 

end of campus is the arctic inspired Steeger 

Muckluk, characterized by its moose hide 

bottom and tall canvas upper. Trista Crass, 

a UAF alumna and co-founder of the Fair-

banks fashion blog, Arrogantly Shabby, 

wears her mukluks everyday from October 

to March. “They are the lightest, warmest 

boots I’ve ever worn,”  Crass said. Crass  has 

owned  her Steegers for more than six years.

“They also have a soft sole and wide toe 

box, so that your foot’s natural movement 

helps to keep your foot warm while you 

walk instead of just freezing into scrunched 

up little ice blocks,” Steeger said.  Steeger’s 

Arctic Mukluk is  built to withstand colder 

than negative 40 temperatures, according to 

their website

For foreign language and linguistics 

student, Joyce Anastacio, winter boots were 

a new experience. Anastacio  had never 

purchased winter boots until she moved to 

Fairbanks from Kodiak, where the preferred 

boot was the XTRATUF rainboot.

“I like the knock-off stuff, the really 

cheap kind with the fuzzy stuff inside,” 

Anastacio said, who prefers the Ugg style 

boot. “I wear like five layers of socks – it’s the 

only way.”

But some students refuse to wear boots 

all together like geology student Sam Her-

reid, who only uses boots when mountain-

eering.

“The 

problem 

with boots is 

that they’re 

heavy and 

they chew 

your feet 

up if they 

don’t fit you 

really well, 

Herreid 

said. Her-

reid uses a 

trick a friend 

taught him during a snow shoe race during 

negative 25 temperatures. Herreid uses re-

cycled plastic bread bags for insulation by 

putting the bag over his sock and placing 

the bread-bagged foot directly into the shoe.

“When I’m winter biking, or whatever, 

people will laugh at you because you have 

a bread bag coming out of your shoe, which 

people think that’s funny I guess, but it’s 

actually extremely effective.” Herreid warns 

users to be careful not to mix up their shoe 

bags with their food bags, because they look 

identical.

Whatever your choice of winter shoe 

may be, know you’re not suffering alone this 

winter.

Fending off frozen feet
Students share tips for winter footwear

Trisha Lebasseur, a wildlife biology and conservation student shows a cus-
tomer the Lobben boot  in Beaver Sports’s  Athletic Department on Oct. 29. 
Annie Bartholomew/Sun Star.

Unacceptable behavior at 
MacLean potluck

Dear Editor,

This weekend I was unfortunate 

enough to be around an upsetting event 

in the common area of a dormitory here at 

the UAF campus. At this month’s potluck in 

the MacLean House Commons, some of the 

guests were down-right disrespectful to the 

people hosting the event, mainly the Resi-

dent Assistants (RA) of the dormitory and 

the Assistant Resident Director (ARD) of the 

dormitory.

When reading about MacLean House 

on the website of the Arctic Education Foun-

dation, which is part of the Arctic Slope Re-

gional Corporation (ASRC), it would seem 

that the purpose of the building is to help 

students with the transition into the col-

lege environment of UAF. It even states on 

the page about how one of the dormitory’s 

programs, events put on for students of the 

dormitory by Resident Assistants, includes 

a monthly potluck with Native foods. The 

phrase “safe, inviting and supportive group 

home environment,” featured on the page 

about MacLean House, should reflect in 

the manner of its guests, and many at the 

potluck even claimed to be members of the 

ASRC.

It was shocking to me, another guest at 

this event, that members of the same corpo-

ration who want to offer this “safe, inviting 

and supportive group home environment” 

were treating people in such a rude and 

disrespectful manner. To be invited into 

someone’s living area and then to treat them 

as if they were servants is simply unaccept-

able, regardless of who or where you are. I 

saw guests demanding that an RA find them 

things which the dormitory is not supposed 

to be supplying, that an RA should go knock 

on the doors of other residents to bother 

them for cooking supplies, and having an 

RA move pans of food to the tables like some 

kind of waiter.

After 3+ hours of this, longer than the 

potluck was supposed to run, the Assistant 

Resident Director of MacLean House came 

home. At this point, some of the guest’s be-

havior towards her became embarrassing 

for me to witness. The ARD was turned into 

a target for what I could only call a mob 

mentality. The ARD was simply trying to 

explain the policies of the dormitory to the 

guests, but this was met with open hostility. 

I thought she was acting politely, but they 

said things to her that I don’t feel comfort-

able putting into this letter, and frankly they 

treated her like dirt. At one point, a parent 

of a MacLean House resident was yelling 

into the crowd what the poor woman was 

saying, taking every word out of context and 

inciting negativity.

Is this how we should show our “safe, 

inviting and supportive group” to the very 

people that host an event for us? Is this how 

we want to introduce our culture to people 

who may have never experienced it before? 

By making them do our manual labor and 

complaining about them?

I hope not.

Unfortunately I saw all this. Even more 

unfortunately, I did not say something at the 

time. And to be honest, that makes me feel 

the worst. I truly hope that with this letter, 

along with my personal apologies, I will 

make some of the staff of MacLean feel more 

appreciated. I know I appreciated the event 

and it was very disappointing for me to see 

people act this way.

Editor’s Note:
It’s not normal Sun Star policy to run 

anonymous letters to the editor, however 

the editing staff feels that this letter deserves 

some attention.  We were approached by 

the author’s friend on Sunday afternoon 

who explained the situation to us.  We then 

followed up with the staff of MacLean, who 

neither confirmed nor denied the state-

ments made in the letter.  The Sun Star will 

be following up on this issue, so if you have 

any information please contact us at 474-

5078 or editor@uafsunstar.com.

Letters to the Editor
November 6, 2012
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Moral Mildred
Sun Star Columnist

Welcome to the obligatory column 

on Halloween! I can’t let such a wonderful 

topic pass me by, so this week’s article is 

going to focus on one of my favorite holi-

days, and why I love it so. So without further 

ado: The Top Three Reason’s Why I Love 

Halloween.

1. I didn’t get to celebrate it as a child. 

You may all sigh in sympathy. My parents 

believed that Halloween was the Devil’s 

holiday, and it was not to be celebrated in 

any way.  Did anyone see the man at the 

end of the Tanana Loop road last week? He 

was holding a sign that said “Halloween is 

Satan worship. America is under judge-

ment.” While I appreciate his expression of 

freedom of speech, my parent’s would have 

gotten out of their car and hugged him. 

They truly hated Halloween. That meant no 

costumes, no candy, no Monster Mash. The 

very first time I went trick-or-treating was 

when I was twelve. My Aunt was visiting, 

and when she realized our parents had no 

intention of taking us around the sub-divi-

sion, she cut ghost costumes out of sheets 

and announced that “These children need 

to live!” My first attempt at trick-or-treating 

was a bit of a bust, though. My costume was 

literally a sheet, with two jagged, uneven 

holes for eyes, and some kid on rollerblades 

stole my pillow case full of candy. I suppose 

a lot of my love for Halloween stems from a 

deprived childhood. Now, I’m old enough 

to rebel against my parents and beat up 

anyone that steals my candy.

2. I get to make myself look like a dif-

ferent self. I think girls in general are really 

good at disguises. A lot of us stand in front 

of a mirror everyday so we can all make 

our face look like a new face. Halloween 

though, is a way to take this to an extreme. 

Everyone is allowed to go absolutely insane 

and wear things they would never have 

enough courage to wear any other day of 

the year.  It’s a wonderful way to express 

yourself. I personally enjoy making my cos-

tumes, because it not only guarantees that 

I will be an original, but also let’s me stab 

myself with sewing needles over and over. 

Sometimes, I’m not really sure what people 

are trying to express with their costume, 

but the entertainment factor is always 

high. Granted, you may or may not end up 

making someone’s eye’s bleed. That’s okay, 

though, because it’s Halloween.

Lastly, Halloween allows you to be 

selfish. All the other holidays of the year are 

about giving to others, or being thankful for 

what you have. Halloween is like a second 

birthday; it is all about you. It allows you to 

be who you want to be, do what you want 

to do, and eat as much candy as you please. 

You don’t have to worry about buying gifts 

for others, which is rewarding in its own 

way--nor do you have to feel guilty for 

wanting a new iPhone when you are sup-

posed to be giving thanks for what you al-

ready have. Halloween is simple, and that 

makes it a good time.

Personally, I hope you all had a fan-

tastic Halloween. If you all didn’t gain five 

pounds or give yourself a cavity, you did 

something wrong.

My life in college
Halloween

Fernanda Chamorro
Guest Opinion

The Halloween Bugaloo Bungalow 

dance in the Hess Recreation Center on Oct. 

27 was full of surprises, including a new rule 

that had been put in place restricting off-

campus attendants. Anyone who did not 

live on campus needed a campus resident 

to sign them in.

This was my third year attending the 

Halloween dance and I was very disap-

pointed. Previously, students were allowed 

to sign themselves in and bring anyone over 

18 to the dance. However, this year, students 

could not enter the dance unless a resident 

host signed them in.

Residence Life made the decision that 

if a non-resident wanted to get in to the 

dance, a resident host would be required to 

sign them in, according to Brad Bishop, Res-

idence Life First Year Experience Coordi-

nator. Bishop said that the rule had actually 

existed prior to this dance, but had been re-

moved. However, since there were problems 

in past dances with off-campus people, this 

year Res Life unanimously voted to bring 

back this regulation for safety reasons.

This dance is one of the big events that 

I look forward to at UAF, but because of the 

new rule I couldn’t even get in the door.

The new rule also didn’t seem to 

achieve the safe environment it was in-

tended to. Hosts were allowed to sign in 

up to four people. I went through the line 

searching for someone to sign my friends 

and I in. At least when students could sign 

people in, they were bringing their friends, 

not strangers. This new rule made it more 

unsafe. Despite residents being advised not 

to sign in people they did not know, many 

of them did.

On Facebook, the event invitation 

stated “$10 for on campus residents (who 

must have a polar express card), $15 for off 

campus residents (who must be 18+ and 

have valid picture ID)” and failed to men-

tion that you needed a resident host.

It also seemed unfair to students who 

had spent so much time on their Halloween 

costumes just to have fun at this dance. 

Eighteen-year-old freshman Alex Martinez 

was one of those students. Martinez dressed 

as the Street Fighter game character Ryu. 

Martinez was surprised to find out that a 

resident was needed to sign him in and 

thought that the $15 was too pricey for a col-

lege dance that was unorganized at best.

“It was dumb, we didn’t even go in,” 

Martinez said. “If I’m already paying and 

I already wasted a ton of gas going to the 

dance, I shouldn’t have to ask somebody 

who lives there.”

“I thought it was a huge letdown,” said 

23-year-old off-campus resident Matthew 

Addison. “It took us 30 minutes just to get 

in the room and the music was whack… the 

whole thing was uncoordinated, bad plan-

ning.”

Addison paid the $15 to get in, but after 

less than an hour left to go home.

This is the first dance that I honestly felt 

like I had to criticize, especially since I was 

one of many upset UAF students that night. 

Because of the chaos caused by the new 

regulation, I will not be attending this dance 

next year.

Students should be informed of new 

regulations prior to events. I hope students 

in the future do not have their Halloween 

ruined by unexpected policies.

Halloween Boogaloo Bungalow fail

Beefing up the security, last weekend’s Boogaloo Bungalow Halloween dance in the Hess Recreation Center was 
well covered by the Residence Life Staff and police. Off-campus students had to be sponsered on by on on campus 
students, a interesting change from last year’s dance. Annually, the Holloween dance sponsered by Residence life is 
the largest dance of the fall semester. Cordero Reid/Sun Star



The Sun Star14 November 6, 2012 Perspectives

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center 
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043 

or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc 
Division of Student Services

Have something to say? 

Say it here. 

The Sun Star welcomes reader 
commentary.

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the 
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your 
letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to PO Box 
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in 

the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Say Ah

Letters to the Editor
At the begin-

ning of last week, 

students involved 

with KSUA, The Sun 

Star, Concert Board 

and ASUAF ap-

proached nearly 400 

students with a peti-

tion to get a question on ASAUF’s fall ballot 

to raise the ASUAF fee $7.

The $7 increase would be split between 

ASUAF’s three governance groups: The Sun 

Star, KSUA and Concert Board.

The initiative would restructure the 

current fee distribution.  Currently the fee 

is $35, and ASUAF gets 51 percent or $17.85 

from every student taking at least 3 credits 

at UAF.  KSUA currently gets 27 percent of 

the fee ($9.45 per student), Concert Board 

gets 15 percent ($5.25 per student) and The 

Sun Star gets 7 percent of the fee ($2.45 per 

student).

If the initiative passes, the fee will be 

redistributed across the different groups.  

The Sun Star will go from 7 to 10 percent, 

Concert Board will go from 15 to 17 per-

cent, KSUA will go from 27 to 28 percent and 

ASUAF will go from 51 to 45 percent.

ASUAF isn’t taking a financial loss, but 

they’re not going to be gaining much from 

the initiative either.  The fee increase and 

percentage decrease will keep ASUAF’s 

budget where it is currently: around 

$265,000.  The initiative will financially ben-

efit the governance groups, several of which 

have a history of struggling to make ends 

meet.

Right now, The Sun Star takes in roughly 

$33,000 from fee money depending on the 

year and the number of students enrolled.  

You can’t produce The Sun Star on $33,000 a 

year, so the newspaper tries to make up the 

difference in ad sales.

On average, we fail.  Since 1995, the av-

erage finishing balance of The Sun Star each 

year has been $3,760 over budget.  That’s 

representative of approximately 17 different 

editors and ad managers.  It’s time to re-

alize that the newspaper just doesn’t have 

enough money.

Last year, The Sun Star separation ini-

tiative started from money problems.  It’s 

tough to sit behind the editor’s desk and pay 

reporters pitifully small amounts for a great 

story, watch the paper come out on Tues-

days with horrible printing quality and see 

the devoted editing staff put in tons of un-

paid hours because The Sun Star just can’t 

afford to pay them more.

Fixing The Sun Star’s finances has been 

in the works for awhile.  Every few years, an 

editor comes along with their own idea on 

how to do it.  But this year’s proposal came 

from all of your governance groups.  We’re 

not asking for much.  We know that tuition 

goes up every year and it seems like student 

fees are an extra blow on top of everything 

else.  We know it’s a struggle to make ends 

meet.  We know that you don’t use your stu-

dent loans to finance extravagant lifestyles.

The ASUAF fee hasn’t been raised in 

nearly 10 years.  And in the last 10 years, the 

cost of printing and personnel has only in-

creased.

This extra $7 would go to printing 

The Sun Star on better paper, increasing 

the quality of KSUA TV, bringing up more 

concerts and better concerts. This extra $7 

would be spent on UAF students.

We’ve been working on a solution for 

a long time.  The question of whether it’s 

the right one will be left up to UAF students 

during ASUAF’s fall elections on Nov. 29 and 

30.

Fixing the Sun Star’s finances: 
2012 edition

Elika Roohi
Editor in Chief

Q: What is hypothyroidism?
A: Hypothyroidism is the medical 

term for when a person does not make 
enough thyroid hormone.  It is a condi-
tion that makes you feel tired. The thyroid 
gland in your neck makes thyroid hor-
mone. This hormone controls how the 
body uses and stores energy.

Q: What are the symptoms of hypo-
thyroidism?

A: Some people with hypothyroidism 
have no symptoms. But most people feel 
tired. That can make the condition hard 
to diagnose, because a lot of conditions 
can make you tired.

• Other symptoms of hypothy-
roidism include:

• Lack of energy
• Getting cold easily
• Developing coarse or thin hair
• Getting constipated (having too 

few bowel movements)
• Menstrual irregularities in women
• If it is not treated, hypothyroidism 

can also weaken and slow your heart. 

This can make you 
feel out of breath 
or tired when you exercise and cause 
swelling (fluid buildup) in your ankles. 
Untreated hypothyroidism can also in-
crease your blood pressure and raise 
your cholesterol—both of which increase 
the risk of heart trouble.

Q: Is there a test for hypothyroidism?
A: Yes. Your health care provider 

can test you for hypothyroidism using a 
simple blood test.

Q: How is hypothyroidism treated?
A: Treatment for hypothyroidism in-

volves taking thyroid hormone pills every 
day. After you take the pills for about 
6 weeks, your blood will be retested 
to make sure the levels are where they 
should be. The dosage may need to be 
adjusted depending on the results. Most 
people with hypothyroidism need to be 
on thyroid pills for the rest of their life.

Hypothyroidism
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