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with crimes in this report are presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

March 24 - A 23-year-old male student
was found lying in the 23-hour study area
floor in the Rasmuson Library. An officer
contacted the intoxicated individual and
transported him to the Fairbanks Correctional Center to sleep it off.

Woman to Woman

March 24 - A report of domestic violence on Army Road led UAFPD to assist
Alaska State Troopers. UAFPD transported
a woman, 44, to the Fairbanks Memorial
MY room
Hospital by ambulance for her injuries. The
March 20 - There was a report of a other woman, 41, stayed with her family
19-year-old man who grabbed his 21-year- for the evening. There were no criminal
old girlfriend to get her out of his MacLean charges.
House dorm room. There weren’t any injuries. The woman had previously been
iDentified
banned from MacLean. The boyfriend was
March 27 - A man, 21, reported his iPod
not charged.
and iPad had been stolen from a McIntosh
Hall dorm room. Police identified the suspect and charges are pending in the ongoing
March 23 - A male motorist, 17, slid investigation.
off Chena Ridge Spur Road due to the slick
conditions. The driver’s friends helped him
No Wheels
remove the vehicle from the snow. An ofMarch 27 - An 18-year-old reported
ficer also assisted. The vehicle had not been a Kona bicycle stolen outside the upper
damaged and there were no injuries.
dorms. An officer looked through the bikes

Snow Removal

held in safekeeping at the police station, but
none matched the missing bike. Police have
March 27 - A resident assistant reported not identified any suspects.
a Fairbanks female resident, 19, banging on
a door in Bartlett Hall. An officer responded
Cash-out
to the complaint and arrested her. UAFPD
March 27 - An 18-year-old female stutransported her to the Fairbanks Correc- dent reported cash had been withdrawn
tional Center and charged her for underage from her ATM card without permission. It
drinking. She has at least two prior convic- turned out that her boyfriend, 20, used the
tions for drinking as a minor.
card and forgot to tell her. She did not wish

1 Beer, 2 Beers, 3 Beers, Door

to file any criminal charges against him.

Corrections
The ASUAF recap for March 25, 2012
misstated that bill “SB 176-001 Improving
Senate Minutes” did not pass by a vote
of 1-0-8. The bill did not pass by a 1-8-0
vote. Johnathon Schurz voted in favor of
the bill, and eight senators voted against
the bill.

In the March 27 story “’All in the
timing’ brings laughter and philosophy
to the stage,” The Sun Star incorrectly
stated that the musical “Philip Glass Buys
a Loaf of Bread” is almost entirely without
rhythm. The musical, instead, is almost
entirely without pitch. The Sun Star regrets the errors.
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ASUAF recap - March 31, 2012
Lakeidra Chavis
Sun Star Reporter

Senators present

KSUA Media Board

tors Chelsea Holt, Nathanael O’Connor,

The senate confirmed the appoint-

Brown, Robert Kinnard III and Chambers Johnathon Schurz voted against the bill.

ments of Fred Brown and McKinley Zakur-

sponsored the bill. The bill would amend O’Connor abstained.

daew to the KSUA Media Board.

the ASUAF Constitution to decrease the

Holt, Hopkins, Netardus, O’Connor,
Chambers, Chamberlain, Young, BurnsShafer, Cervin, Brown, Kinnard III, Schurz,
Burley and O’Scannell

Senators absent
Golub and Zakurdaew

Officers present

Khrisstian Burns-Shafer, Jesse Cervin and

Travel funding

number of available senate seats to seven

Senators take a break

during the fall and spring elections.

Kinnard III motioned to cancel the

“SB 178-012 Student Travel Funding,”

The senate was divided on whether ASUAF senate meeting on April 8, 2012, be-

sponsored by Jennifer Chambers, would

the decrease in senate seats would create cause of Easter. The motion was passed by

amend the student travel fund to include contested elections and help with student
the Alternative Spring Break program. The outreach. As a compromise, Kinnard III moamendment allows ASB to apply for funds

tioned to increase the number of seats in the

through the student travel budget line. The

bill from 7 to 8 seats. Holt seconded the mo-

legislation was adopted by a vote of 9-0-0.

tion. The amendment was passed by a vote

a vote of 6-1-0. Chamberlain voted against
the proposal.

of 10-2-0. Chamberlain and Brown voted

Freitag and Ball

An effective democracy
New Senator
Ayla O’Scannell was sworn into the
ASUAF senate.

against the amendment.

“SB 178-006 Increase Contested Elec-

The legislation failed with a vote of 7-5-1

tions” would reduce the number of senate

because it did not have a two-thirds ma-

seats to increase contested elections. Sena-

jority vote. Bryant Hopkins, John Netardus,

Editorial

Four issues left but there is still much to be done
Being the editor
of The Sun Star is a
bittersweet experience. The editor gets
one year. It sounds
like a lot of time, but
it really isn’t. Last
week we started ad-

vertising for the Editor-in-Chief position.
We’re hiring now, so if you want to apply, do
so soon.
It’s an incredibly rewarding experience,
but it is hard work. I have loved every minute
of this job, but I am also looking forward to
moving on to the next part of my life.
But there is much work still to be done

here. The Sun Star is an award-winning importance and responsibility of this newsnewspaper. I like to think that over the past paper, I urge you to apply.
few years we’ve set The Sun Star on a strong
course, but now it’s time to have someone
else take a turn at the wheel.
Heather Bryant
The publication board will interview
Editor-in-Chief
editor candidates over the next few weeks.
If you love journalism and believe in the

4

News

April 3, 2012

The Sun Star

Russophiles rejoice
Airlines restore air bridge between Alaska and Kamchatka
Lex Treinen
Sun Star Reporter
While it has been millennia since the
Bering Land Bridge that connected Alaska
and far eastern Russia disappeared, not
even five years have passed since the collapse of an air bridge – direct flights between
Alaska and the Kamchatka peninsula.
The air bridge is not gone forever. Yakutia Air plans to offer Anchorage-Petropavlovsk flights starting in July, permitting direct travel to the isolated Russian Peninsula
for researchers, adventurers, businessmen
and Russian expatriates living in Alaska.
“We are really excited about this,” said
Dr. Pavel Izbekov, a research associate at the
University of Alaska Fairbanks Geophysical
Institute, “This will make our lives a lot
easier.”
Flights will be scheduled once a week
each way between July 12 and Sept. 13, according to a press release from the Ministry
of Sport and Tourism in the Kamchatka
Krai, the regional government. The roundtrip price for the once-per-week flight will
be about $1,750, which is about the same as
traveling to Kamchatka through Moscow. It
will save more than a day of travel time, an
exciting prospect for Alaskan Russophiles.
That’s assuming the flight ever begins.
“They keep delaying the date the service goes on sale,” said Ed Plumb, one of the
eager travelers, with a laugh. “Nothing in
Russia is ever certain.”
he new route faces several hurdles.
A U.S. company, North Pacific
Aviation, organizes the flights – working its
way through travel licenses, logistics and the
Russian bureaucracy – and relies on a Russian airline to execute the plan. In February,
the original airline partner, Vladivostok Air,
merged with Aeroflot, the Russian airline
giant. Organizers then were forced to turn to
a different carrier, Yakutia Air, to take on the
Kamchatka flights.
“We would have liked to have this done
a while ago,” said Mark Dudley, general
director of Interpacific Aviation and Marketing, Inc., of Seattle, which is handling
this end of the arrangements. The U.S. Department of Transportation is not expected
to approve the route until sometime this
month, three months before the intended
first flight. Still, he said, “we are confident

T

this is going to happen.”
Flights to Russia began in the early
1990s during the chaos of the fall of the Soviet Union. From the beginning, the flights
seemed precarious because of the instability of the new Russian order.
UAF’s Izbekov remembers traveling
from his hometown of Yakutsk on his way to
Fairbanks when he saw black smoke rising
from the airport. “Within an hour, the airport had burned down,” he recalled. Nonetheless, he managed to show up on time
for an exchange program at UAF by flying

vaynaya, a Russian expatriate who came to
Alaska in the early ‘90s. She hopes that the
flights will make visiting her family easier,
she said.
Ed Plumb, an adventure enthusiast
from Fairbanks, has long dreamed of traveling to Kamchatka, but “it’s just not worth it
if you have to fly around the world,” he said.
Ending direct flights from Alaska reduced tourism in Kamchatka by 15 to 20
percent, according to the Ministry of Sport
and Tourism for the Kamchatka Krai.
Ryan Peterson, a fly-fishing guide from

Possible flight path between Alaska and the Kamchatka Peninsula. Lex Treinen/ Sun Star

through the city of Khabarovsk, which also
once had direct flights to Alaska.
The first phase of flights ended in 1998
with the collapse of the Russian banking
system, but another carrier, Mavial Magadan
Air, filled the niche. Those flights continued
until 2006, when that company went bankrupt. The Alaska-Kamchatka flights probably were not the reason for the company’s
bankruptcy.
“Every time I ever flew, the flight was
full,” Izbekov said.
ladivostok Air ran a charter flight
until 2008. Since then, the intercontinental air bridge has been out of
commission. Meanwhile, Russian tourists,
students and permanent residents continue to stream into Alaska, and tourists,
researchers, and businessmen from Alaska
continue to look for a way into Kamchatka.
“I spent $3,000 to see my son’s wedding
in Khabarovsk,” said Ekaterina Bezkoro-

V

the California-based Fly Shop, saw his client
base drop from around 400 people a year in
the early part of the decade to 38 in 2006,
the year the Mavial flights ended. Peterson
said his clients spend anywhere from $9,000
to $15,000 per trip, two-thirds of which
goes directly to people and businesses of
Kamchatka. He expects the new flights to
restore the former tourist numbers within a
summer.
Interpacific’s Mark Dudley said that the
American, Japanese, and Russian airlines
he works with sensed a demand for hunting
and fishing opportunities in Kamchatka.
Dudley was surprised by the interest at
a recent travel exposition in New York City.
“We had a bunch of people approaching us
even though they had never even heard of
Kamchatka,” he said.
Assuming fuel prices cooperate, the
companies involved hope to expand the
range of the flights to start earlier and end

later in the summer, Dudley said.
or adventure-seekers, Kamchatka
holds a mysterious draw for Americans particularly. Whether it is the idea
of wilderness that is even less developed
than Alaska, the desire for atonement after
decades of Cold-War hostilities, or simply
the chance to get out of one’s comfort zone,
Americans keep knocking at the door of the
wild peninsula.
“Most of my clients are Americans,” one
Russian manager of a hunting business said
in a phone interview, “but they have to come
all the way across the world.” Although his
hunting business was affected by the flight
cancellations in 2006, he continues to see a
steady stream of Americans visiting his wild
peninsula. “I have hardly any Europeans,”
he said. Another Russian guide pointed out
that coming to Kamchatka through Moscow
brings problems with migration control.
“There aren’t that many Americans who
want to get here by going across the entire
Earth,” she said.
While sharing many natural traits with
Alaska, Kamchatka holds a certain foreign
mystique.
“I don’t really know anything about
Kamchatka,” Plumb said. He is awaiting
the release of tickets so that he can fulfill a
long-time dream of traveling to Kamchatka.
“There’s no guidebook about it,” he said.
Not that the wilderness isn’t special.
“Everything Alaska has, Kamchatka has, too,
if not more,” said fly-fishing guide Ryan Peterson. Because the Kamchatka Peninsula
was closed during Soviet times, the region
was never developed for tourism or anything else. “It was essentially a Californiasized nature preserve,” Peterson said.
The entire peninsula contains less than
200 miles of paved roads and has fewer
people than Alaska, according to a 2009
National Geographic article. Although a
few stories have been published about seakayaking and hiking, a lot of opportunities
are unexplored.
“I couldn’t find anything about packrafting,” Plumb said. “They don’t have the
full scope of things we do in Alaska,” He said
he hopes to open up such opportunities this
summer.
The exoticism of a different country and
people is also attractive.
“I definitely don’t want to spend all of
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my time in the mountains,” Plumb said, “I
really want to go to the cities and villages
and meet some people.”
Research on Kamchatka will also benefit. In July 2006, when Mavial Magadan Air
went bankrupt. Izbekov was on one of the
last direct flights – a volcanic research trip
commissioned with a budget of $2.3 million
and involving 60 people. “When you have to
fly now, you get there and for two days you
are feeling like a zombie,” he said.
This lost time is crucial, considering the
importance of volcanology research in Kamchatka, home of 29 volcanoes. Izbekov’s
last Kamchatka project, for example, was
designed to study the eruption patterns of
Mount St. Helens, which has a similar geologic structure.
Understanding these patterns is crucial
for aviation security, as underscored by the
complete shutdown of European air travel
after the eruption of an Icelandic volcano
last summer.”They didn’t know how to predict ash direction,” Izbekov said.
Because of the proximity to Kamchatka,
researchers will be prepared if a volcano

erupts in the Russian Far East or on the
American West Coast.
Businessmen and developers will also
be eager to access the region, which is rich
in natural gas. Ryan Peterson sees these
intrusions as a direct threat to his business.
A few years ago a developers built a natural
gas pipeline to cross over a dozen rivers
filled with salmon and rainbow trout. The
problem is not the pipeline itself, he said,
but the road that runs alongside. “Every
river connected by a road is just fished to
oblivion,” Peterson said.
Peterson sees development of sport
fishing and hunting as the only way to keep
the magic of Kamchatka, which was kept
pristine during the restrictions of the Soviet
Union, in a natural, healthy state.
“If we don’t get there first and instill our
values of conservation in the natives, the oil
companies will get in there and destroy it,”
Peterson said.
Because of the federal nature of the
Russian state, environmental policies are
usually set from above. This often leads to
mismanagement and uninformed deci-

A view of mountains in Kamchatka, Russia. Photo provided by Pavel Izbekov.
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sions, according to Peterson, but it also pro- chatka, there is a lot of hope to keep tourists
vides opportunity.
coming back to an area that is perhaps even
“In Alaska, to make a nature preserve wilder than Alaska.
requires the consent of about twenty landowners,” he said. “In Russia there is one
landowner.” If the federal government of
Russia can be persuaded to protect Kam-

A group of travelers pose outside a large helicopter after arriving in Kamchatka, Russia. Photo provided by Dr
Izbekov.
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Friction on the Front Lines

Pentagon opens a new territory to women in military
Fernanda Chamorro
Sun Star Reporter

Concerned about setbacks ranging Wainwright recalled seeing “hard core” Cafrom rejection by other cultures to sexual nadian women at Fort Irwin, Calif. carrying
harassment, physical weakness to men- machine guns.
The Pentagon has spoken on the issue strual cycles, some male military members
“If I ever get a female that is the same as
of women serving “in combat,” and is willing remain tentative about women soldiers in the ones I saw, I wouldn’t mind,” Hernandez
to open up more doors, but in the military combat.
said. “I mean, I don’t understand how come
the question persists whether women
“Being a male in the military, I wouldn’t they don’t give them a chance.” Like any
should be, in the words of Army Specialist want to climb a mountain and get to the very infantryman, he said, female soldiers just
David Alexander, among the “boots on the top and look back and not have a female need to be able to “shoot, move and comground, the first people to make contact battle buddy beside me because she was un- municate.”
with an opposing force.”
able to keep up,” Alexander, a military police
There are a number of countries that
Women have been attached to battalions, but they have not been officially assigned to them. A new policy is expected to
change this, opening 14,000 extra military
jobs, mostly Army, for women by formally
assigning them to battalions, according to
the Pentagon.
Pentagon officials determined that due
to troops not facing each other head on in
modern warfare, women are already at risk
any time they step outside the base. Despite
this, women have yet to be cleared for “front
line” combat. They cannot serve close to
fire, such as in Special Forces or Infantry.
The new positions are expected to help
qualified women advance in their careers.
Tank and armored troop carrier mechanic,
artillery radar operator and rocket launcher
crew member are among the jobs to be Cadet Sara Curley plays dead on the forest floor during an ROTC training mission for combatants to practice proper
procedure on Sept. 24, 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
opened to women in the Army this spring
for the first time in U.S. history, according to
the Associated Press.
Skepticism remains among men
ranging from Fort Wainwright-based soldiers such as Alexander to Republican presidential candidate Rick Santorum.
“I do have concerns about women in
front line combat,” former Senator Santorum told CNN. “I think that could be a
very compromising situation where people
naturally may do things that may not be in
the interests of the mission, because of other
types of emotions that are involved.”
“I’ve been treated almost like a daughter
by some of my leaders,” said Stephanie Stephanie Parker, UAF ROTC public information officer, warms up for the next ROTC training mission on Sept. 24,
Parker, University of Alaska Fairbanks ROTC 2011. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
cadet captain. “I think that’s just a natural officer now serving in Afghanistan, said in a allow women to take on dangerous roles,
male reaction to females in hostile environ- phone interview from Fort Wainwright.
including Canada, Denmark, Finland,
ments, to want to protect females because
There are other kinds of strength. A re- France, Germany and Israel, according to
they feel like females can’t always fully pro- cent study in the journal BioEssays suggests the Guardian. Australia opened the front
tect themselves.”
women may have a genetic advantage that lines to women in 2011.
Nearly 75 percent of Americans think keeps them from becoming ill as easily as
Canada’s military allows women to
that women should be allowed to serve men. Women have greater capacity to fight serve in combat roles. Other countries, inin combat units with men, according to a infection, according to the study.
cluding Australia, Denmark, France, Italy,
Washington Post-ABC News poll.
Staff Sgt. Jaime Hernandez of Fort Germany and Israel employ female soldiers

in “front line” positions. Yet in the United
States, concerns about women’s ability to
handle their emotions often come up.
Alexander, the military police officer,
said men believe a woman receives better
treatment in the military because “she’s a
female and she’s emotional, versus a male
that should be able to control his emotions.
It’s a double standard.”
Sgt. Hernandez shared a different view.
“We have guys that are emotionally weak,
too,” he said. “So no one’s perfect. When
emotions hit, they hit.”
The fact that men are usually raised to
believe they should protect women plays
a role in gender division. Some male soldiers said they feel more inclined to save a
woman than a man.
Sexual harassment remains a concern
for military personnel, whether women
serve on the front lines or in more traditional support roles. Some men mentioned
that when things are difficult back at home,
it can be tempting to find comfort from a
sympathetic woman colleague.
Still, that’s only a possibility and not a
given, according to Hernandez, who said
Canadian female and male soldiers slept in
the same tents and changed in front of each
other. When he asked a Canadian male soldier how he felt about that, he said, the man
responded, “Ah, nobody cares, she’s part of
us, one of us.”
Most men interviewed also brought up
women’s menstrual cycle as a health and
emotional issue.
“I don’t want to be on the battlefield
and then have her happy one day and have
her cycle hit and then she’s a completely
different person,” Alexander said. “So that’s
why I’d rather have a person more consistent in their behavior.”
Due to all of these concerns, women
are separated from the men in some ways.
While women may move by air or ground
to their attached battalions to provide assistance or in emergencies, they are not allowed to go out on patrol serving as infantry,
armor or special operation forces.
While men actually go outside the forward operating bases daily and deal with
the local government, face enemies, and
handle things hands on, women are more
likely to remain at the FOB “looking at
things through a computer or TV screen,”
Alexander said. The new policy focuses on

www.uafsunstar.com
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changing some of these regulations.
These days, though, there’s a need for
more women to form female engagement
teams, which talk to women in the Afghan
villages and conduct pat-downs for weapon
searches. The Army Special Operations
Command is looking for female soldiers.
Parker knows that the struggle to persuade men to accept women in combat will
be a difficult one, she said. “This could be
intimidating for them,” she said, “that a female could potentially do their challenging
job just like they can.”
Time will tell if women are capable of
performing at the high physical and professional level required in combat. For soldiers
such as Parker, the obstacles are straightforward.
“I think being a female in the Army is
a hard task in general,” Parker said of the
UAF ROTC. “You’re joining a society that’s
predominately male. The only way to avoid
any challenges is to act as professional as
possible.”
The benefit is “more boots on the
ground,” Alexander said.
Cadet Samantha Bernette searches cadet Raye Diamond for any weapons or significant items at an ROTC training mission on Sept. 24, 2011. Diamond is playing the role of a
Taliban member to test cadet skills. Fernanda Chamorro/Sun Star
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Fee Fi Fo

Tackling the student fees giant
Heather Bryant and Kelsey Gobroski
Sun Star Reporters
From the UA president’s office to the
White House, talk of a college education has
never been more prevalent. Patrick Gamble
spearheads UA’s “Stay on Track” program,
aimed at getting students to graduate in four
years. President Barack Obama has made
college education a cornerstone of his administration. “A world-class education is the
single most important factor in determining
not just whether our kids can compete for
the best jobs but whether America can
out-compete countries around the world,”
Obama said in an address last year.
Yet the cost of a college education continues to rise, in most cases at more than
double the rate of inflation. A recent article
in the Minneapolis Star-Tribune highlighted
the fact that Americans over the age of 60
still owe about $36 billion in student loans.
The current generation looks to fare far
worse.
Tuition and fee costs rose 8.7 percent

nationwide in the 2011-2012 school year,
according to the College Board, a non-profit
education advocacy group. Public four-year
universities in California saw a 21 percent
increase in tuition and fees. Across the
country, students took to the streets by the
thousands to join Occupy protests. Obama
addressed the rising costs of college in the
State of the Union address.
The recent nationwide concerns and
protests focus on rising tuition costs. In the
background, universities — including UAF
— lean on another pillar of revenue: fees.
UAF requires students to pay 10 fees
aside from materials and lab fees assessed
by specific courses. A full-time student can
pay more than $700 in fees per semester.
Over the course of a college career, that
adds up to thousands of dollars. Yet most
students have no idea where that money
goes. Students pay these fees with a promise
from the university that they will be able to
trace how the money benefits their health
services, their student experience and the
sustainability of their campus. But confu-

sion abounds about exactly what happens to
these funds, how they’re used and whether
the departments and organizations that collect, in some cases, hundreds of thousands
of dollars use this funding wisely and to the
benefit of UAF’s students.
“To a large extent I don’t think there is
a consistent process for re-evaluating the
fees,” Chancellor Brian Rogers said. “What
tends to happen is that’s it’s easier to leave it
where it is than to go through that analysis.”
Raising tuition requires back-and-forth
discussion between the Board of Regents,
the UA president, staff, students and the
public. Unlike a tuition increase, a UAF student fee is relatively easy to implement. It
can be done in one of three ways: the UA
president or the Board or Regents may impose a fee, the president may authorize the
chancellor of an individual campus to levy
a fee at his or her discretion, or a proposed
fee can be instituted by a vote of the student
body. Any of these methods takes less time
and fewer steps than a tuition increase.
Over the next few issues, The Sun Star

will track student fee dollars. Starting this
week, we’ll publish stories that tease apart
the intricacies of each fee. The Sun Star reviewed financial information from the past
year for each group that levies a fee on students. Each story will discuss a fee’s origin,
amount, increases and usage. The Sun Star
aims to shed light on a system that often
spends student money in shadows.
Three weeks ago, The Sun Star started an
ongoing online survey to gauge how much
students know about UAF’s fee system. One
respondent replied that there isn’t much fee
information out there, and another had to
ask fellow students for clarification.
“There are too many fees that are unrepresentative of the student body as a
whole,” one student said.

The Field Guide to Fees
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UAF’s health center fee a mandate, but some students aren’t buying it
Andrew Sheeler
Sun Star Reporter
For students, college can be stressful
enough without getting sick. Between midterms, finals and the stress of applying for
graduation or internships, who’s got time for
the flu? When homework has to take a backseat to health care, the Student Health and
Counseling Center provides busy students
with a nearby option – for a price.
UAF students taking nine or more
credits have paid a health center fee since
1974. Back then, the fee was $40. Since 2008,
the health center fee has been $105 per
semester. Both UAA and UAS have similar
fees. The fee is optional for students taking
between six and eight credits.
While the fee is one of the largest paid
by students, Health Center Director BJ Aldrich said it’s necessary to maintain the
quantity and quality of services the center
provides.

Keeping UAF healthy
Students can find a variety of medical
and counseling services at the health center.
Students who’ve paid the fee can receive
physicals, STD screenings, pregnancy tests,
immunizations and contraceptives at little
or no cost. The center also provides nonemergency injury and illness treatment.
On the counseling side, each fee-paying
student is entitled to six free counseling sessions per semester. The center provides individual, couple’s and group therapy with
four staff counselors. The center also stocks
drugs and medical supplies, from amoxicillin to wrist splints.
From Aug. 31, 2010 to Aug. 30, 2011, the
health center saw 5,542 appointments. That
includes medical and counseling appointments.
Students who purchased the university
health insurance pay nothing when seen at
the health center. Students without the insurance are expected to pay a copay, which
varies depending on the service provided.
How can the health center afford to
offer everything at such low cost?
They can’t.

Subsidized healthcare

vider United Healthcare pays the center a
$35,000 fee to offset the cost of processing
student claims. Add the money students pay
for services, medication and medical supplies and the center’s total revenue reaches
slightly more than $1.1 million. That’s not
quite enough to pay the center’s staff.
The center pays for employee continuing education, lab fees for tests that can’t
be done on-site, electronic medical records
and medical supplies. Then there’s the cost
of keeping the center functioning: phone
lines, postage and office supplies. When all
that is factored in, the health center will lose
around $200,000 this year. That’s where the
state comes in.
Every year, the state makes up the dif-

senior majoring in journalism.
The Department of Veteran’s Affairs
rated Bushke as 70 percent disabled. As
such, he has full medical benefits. He can
visit Fort Wainwright’s hospital at no cost.
When Bushke got his spring semester bill,
he wasn’t pleased with all the fees he saw.
The health center fee in particular stood out,
he said.
“I’ll never use the facility,” Bushke said.
“I’ve got too many other options.” Bushke
went to the business office and asked for
the fee to be removed. The office refused, he
said.
If students pay for the university insurance plan, they must pay the health center
fee as well. That’s the only way the health

The Health Center Fee
Popular drugs/tests
Drug/Test
Acetiminophen-Codeine 30 mg
Albuterol 8.5 gm
Amoxicillin 500 mg
Ankle brace
Chlamydia trachomitis culture
Condoms (5 in a pack)
Routine urine culture
cultu
Depo Provera shot
Flu screen
HIV test
HPV vaccine
Ibuprofen 400 mg
Insulin
Lithium
Menactra vaccine
Mono test
Nuva Ring (1 ring)
Nuva Ring (3 rings)
Obstetric panel
Physical w/ paperwork
Pregnancy test, serum, quantitative
Urinalysis, dipstick CHC
Wart removal treatment
Wrist splint

Fees throughout the years
Cost
$10.00
$40.00
$8.00
$35.00
$30.00
$1.00
$25.00
$60.00
$15.00
$40.00
$145.00
$4.00
$30.00
$27.00
$115.00
$8.00
$55.00
$160.00
$105.00
$25.00
$18.00
$8.00
$20.00
$30.00

ference to keep the center in the black. This
academic year, the health center received
$200,700 in appropriations from the state
general fund. With the state subsidy and the
mandatory student fee, the center can afford to provide low-cost treatment, Aldrich
said. But there are many students paying the
fee right now who may not need to.

Fee waiver

Jeff Bushke is a 23-year veteran of the
The 2011-2012 health center budget
projects that it will receive approximately Army. He served in Vietnam from 1968 to
$975,000 in fee revenue for the academic 1971, then re-enlisted in 1985. He retired as
year. In addition, student insurance pro- a sergeant first class in 2005. Now he’s a UAF

Drug/Test
1974-1976

Cost
$40.00

1977-1987

Data unavailable

1988-1989

$40.00

1989-1990

$45.00

1991-1994

$55.00

1995-1999

$65.00

2000-2003

$80.00

2004-2007

$85.00

2007-2008

$95.00

2008-2012

$105.00

itag said.
A few days later, the health center contacted Bushke and told him the fee would
be waived. Freitag called helping Bushke
the most meaningful thing she’s done for
an individual student since becoming president. While she feels students who live on
campus should have to pay the fee, Freitag
said, Bushke’s actions were commendable.
“People should stir the pot every once in a
while.”
Bushke hopes other students follow his
example, he said.
“There’s lots of other folks that are
pretty much in the same situation I am,” he
said. In addition to veterans and active-duty
military and their families, Alaska Native
and Native American students can also receive free medical treatment off-campus.
Bushke said the fee didn’t impact him
personally, since he’s attending school on
government benefits.
“I don’t really have a dog in this fight,”
he said.
What bothered him was the principle of
the matter. Students who will never use and
do not need a service should not have to pay
the fee associated with that service, Bushke
said.

Fair play

All fee waiver requests go to Aldrich.
The waivers are given at her discretion. She
said she considers them on a case-by-case
Summer Fee (2010-2012) $66.00
basis, but grants “maybe one or two a year.”
If a student applies for a waiver and
is denied, the student can appeal by going
to the next level. In this case, the next step
would be Don Foley, the associate vice
chancellor for student life. If that fails, students can continue their appeal process all
the way up to University President Patrick
Gamble.
center can keep the insurance plan costs
Aldrich said the health center couldn’t
down, Aldrich said.
function without the support it receives
Only students who live and take classes from fees, even from students who may
off of the main campus can receive a fee never use it.
waiver. Generally, that means students who
“This is an operational fee, not a user
take all of their classes online or at the UAF fee,” she said. If the fee isn’t applied evenly,
Community and Technical College down- it doesn’t work. “I have to be fair to everytown.
body.”
Bushke appealed his case to ASUAF
President Mari Freitag.
Freitag agreed to advocate on Bushke’s
behalf, but she said she was skeptical about
his chances.
“I told him not to get his hopes up,” Fre-
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Dancers flock to Pub for The Great Cover Up finale

A flash mob dances to “Sexy and I know It” by LMFAO at The Pub for the Great Cover Up, March 31, 2012. Photo by Robin Wood.

Local band The Young Fangs packed the dance floor with their cover of Kings of Leon at The Pub for the Great Cover
Up, March 31, 2012. Photo by Robin Wood.

Local heavy metal band Barabas closed down the event with their cover of Steel Panther at The Pub for The Great
Cover Up, March 31, 2012. Photo by Robin Wood.

www.uafsunstar.com
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Costumes are commonplace as the crowd is entertained by a Wu-Tang Clan cover at The Pub for The Great Cover
Up, March 31, 2012. Photo by Robin Wood.

A flash mob dances to “Sexy and I Know It” by LMFAO at The Pub for The Great Cover Up, March 31, 2012. Photo
by Robin Wood.
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KSUA chops down competition at Woodie Awards
Lex Treinen
Sun Star Reporter
DJs and fans of KSUA fell into the national spotlight for their clicking skills,
placing in the top three of the mtvU Woodie
Awards. The award for best college radio
station was announced on Sunday, March
18 in Austin, Texas based on results from
public online polling. The Woodie Awards
are billed as an alternative to the traditional MTV music awards with a focus on
a college-aged audience, and are televised
nationally on the mtvU channel.
“For an Alaska station to get on national
television on MTV is just amazing,” said DJ
Jesse Manchester, aka MC Solo, who used
his show to plug for voting.
KSUA organized several voting parties
at their offices and at The Pub.
“We just sat there for a few hours chatting and clicking,” Manchester said.
The votes were decided by public online voting through the MTV and Rate My
Professors websites, but the results were
kept secret. KSUA Program Director Ephy

Wheeler said that she was surprised to make
it past the round of 25 into the top 10; she
was shocked when she saw the email on
her computer on the day of the awards announcing that KSUA was in the top three.
Wheeler, along with program director
Rebecca File and music director Brady
Gross, was already in Austin for the South
by Southwest interactive conference and
music festival when they heard the news.
Wheeler and others attributed their
success to a surge of enthusiasm this year
from the listeners and DJs.
“Everyone really got excited about
it” she said, “It was really up to the DJs to
keep the momentum going after we left for
Austin.”
Bobby Penneton, aka DJ Buddy Boy,
attributes the success to the new team of
directors which they said are all new to their
positions. “They completely changed the
scene at KSUA,” he said, “they put in a lot of
effort.”
Western Appalachian State University’s
WASU, the eventual winner, has been in the
top three for the past three years, according

to its website. The other top-three nominee
was commercial station KRFH of Humboldt
State University. KSUA, on the other hand is
a newcomer.
“A friend told me about the Woodies
last year,” Wheeler said, “I didn’t even
know about them before.” To learn how to
run a successful voting campaign, Wheeler
snooped on the other stations.
“We pretty much were doing the same
things as Humboldt and WASU,” Wheeler
said.
In contrast to KSUA, which is entirely
supported by the university, WASU is a
commercial station broadcast through
Western Appalachian State University.
Clear Channel, a national radio conglomerate, recently bought the station. Many of
the commercial stations require a yearlong
training course and pay the DJs. At KSUA,
the training is a short information introduction. WASU was “even more into it than
we were” with their marketing strategies,
Wheeler said, but she hopes that next year
KSUA can do even better.
“We have a good shot at being in the top

three or even in the top one,” Wheeler said.
Though KSUA didn’t come out on top,
the trip to Austin was well worth it for the
networking and educational opportunities at South by Southwest, not to mention
seeing the Shins and Bruce Springsteen. The
250,000 people who come for the festival
make the idea exchange and networking
possible, perks that are particularly important for radio.
For example, on the trip music director
Brady Gross attended a conference about
cloud music with the creator of Spotify.
KSUA recently bought a subscription to the
service, but there is so far no precedent of
radio using Spotify, so it is unclear what
legal or commercial issues could arise.
“Radio is evolving really fast,” Wheeler
said, “It is still trying to integrate into the
digitized world.”
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The Idea of the University
Dear Concerned Alaskans,
After fifteen years of retirement from
UAF, I decided to offer a second series of lectures at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. Presented during the month of March
2012, these four lectures focused on “The
Idea of the University.” I gave this historical
topic for the first time back in the early 1960s
and repeated it six more times, the last one
delivered in May 1997 as a “good-bye” retirement lecture at UAF’s Salisbury Theatre.
I was prompted to offer this last shot
from the old pistol after years of deep concern for the university. I spent 37 years of my
life trying to contribute “ad summum” measured by the highest educational standards
of our cultural tradition. I have, however,
observed an accelerated process of building
a corporate system of a top-heavy, selfserving administration divorced from the
service of educating our younger generation
for the real encounter in the “world series.”
As a nation we should never accept our
poor world ranking in math and science, a
ranking that belongs educationally to that of
a third world country.
Aside from the national problems
we face, our major concern has to be with
our state of Alaska, whose oil income is
quickly eroding. As a result, we face rapidly
expanding deficits that will impact every
segment of Alaskan life. The maintenance
of UAF’s corporate system will be unsustainable and will have to be replaced with
a simpler, all-around educational providing
system of highly qualified professors and

researchers. This new system of high education can be accomplished only hand in
hand with changes in primary and secondary educational standards.
Among many contemporary world
educators it is well known that the leaders
we should listen to are in our geographical
latitude - Finland and the Scandinavian
countries. If Finland can rank number one
in math, science and general education,
they must be doing something right -- and
the do it for a disproportional expenditure
compared to our system.
So here is my plea to you, Governor
Parnell, Fuller Cowell, and members of the
Board of Regents: please request the Finnish
Academy of Science to dispatch one of their
educational experts to come for one year to
serve as a joint advisor the to Governor of
Alaska and UA Board of Regents for a payment of one year of his/her Finnish salary
plus transportation first class from Helsinki
to Alaska and back. Free housing can be
provided by the Geophysical Institute or if
not available, I would offer housing free of
charge and include a car for transportation.
My memo to you is supported by the
long-time seniors of the State of Alaska attending my lecture series “The Idea of the
University.”
Thank you
Rudy Krejci
Editors Note: This letter was attached
with a petition of 27 signatures.
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Letters to the Editor
Have something to say?
Say it here.
The Sun Star welcomes reader commentary.
Vote for senators committed to
serving UAF
Dear Editor,

Cover movies not ASUAF
I thought the disclaimer in your editorial this week was a little disingenuous. You

I want to thank you for bringing atten- say that you have no interest in making the
tion to the issues plaguing ASUAF in your ASUAF look bad but then you devote the
editorial last week. I find it shocking and editorial and two articles to exposing why
appalling that not only do so many senators

ASUAF sucks and its members are degen-

have numerous absences, but that half of

erates. I mean if you weren’t interested in

the long-term absentees aren’t even kicked

making them look bad why would you write

out when it comes to a vote. They say 90% of

two articles about how its members are

life is just showing up and, obviously, some lawbreakers instead of just putting the incisenators can’t even do that! It’s about time dents in the police blotter like you do with
they were removed and if ASUAF won’t do everyone else? Just be upfront about it; the
it themselves, then the voters will have to do

Sunstar and ASUAF have an antagonistic re-

it for them.

lationship, you personally don’t like the or-

Also, before ASUAF looks into giving ganization and you feel justified in devoting
themselves monetary rewards, they should

Say “Ah”

a disproportionate amount of articles to

maybe consider spending the money else- complaining about it. Trust me people will
where. For example, I think it is unfortunate

respect the paper more if you’re just honest

the Sun Star fee was kept off the ballot last about where you stand. But that the fact of
fall. I would much rather have my student the matter is that the only people who really
fees ensuring free and unbiased media on

care about ASUAF are the people in it and

campus than going into the pocket of use- the Sunstar staff so you’d be reaching more
less senators.

students if you dropped all the ASUAF cov-

Unfortunately for ASUAF, it seems a few erage and wrote movie reviews.
bad apples are spoiling the whole bunch.

Kaitlin Johnson

Hopefully, your editorial will galvanize student voters to remedy this problem and vote
for senators who are committed to serving
the UAF community.
Sincerely,
Paul Tschida
Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words in length. Please include the
author’s full name and contact information (phone number, e-mail or address). E-mail your
letters (preferred) to editor@uafsunstar.com, fax them to 474-5508, or mail them to to PO Box
756640, Fairbanks, AK, 99775. Letters must be received by Friday at 5 p.m. in order to run in
the next issue. All letters are subject to editing for brevity and grammar.

Donna Patrick, ANP
Strep Throat
Q: When should I go to the clinic if I have a sore
throat?
A: Most people do not need to see a health care
provider about a sore throat. It usually gets better on
its own in 2 to 3 days. But a sore throat can sometimes be serious.
Go to the clinic if:
• You have a fever of at least 101°F or 38.4°C
• Your throat pain is severe or does not start to
improve within 5 to 7 days
Call 9-1-1 or go to the emergency room or urgent Care if you:
• Have trouble breathing
• Are drooling because you cannot swallow
your saliva
• Have swelling of the neck or tongue
• Cannot move your neck or have trouble opening your mouth
Q: What causes sore throat?
A: A sore throat is usually caused by an infection. Two types of germs can cause it: viruses and
bacteria. People who have a sore throat caused by
a virus do not need to be seen at the clinic. People
who have a sore throat caused by bacteria might
need to be seen. They might have a type of infection
called strep throat. Keep in mind only about 1 in 10
adults who seek medical care for sore throat have
strep throat.
Q: How can I tell if my sore throat is caused by a
virus or strep throat?
A: People who have a sore throat caused by a
virus usually have other symptoms, such as:
• A runny nose
• A stuffed-up chest
• Itchy or red eyes
• Cough
• A raspy (hoarse) voice
• Pain in the roof of the mouth
People who have a sore throat caused by strep
throat DO NOT usually have a cough, runny nose,

or itchy or red eyes. But
they might have:
• Severe throat pain
• Fever (temperature higher than 100.4°F
or 38°C)
• Swollen glands in
the neck
If you think you have strep throat we can check
you for it easily by running a swab (Q-Tip) along the
back of your throat and testing it for the bacteria
that cause strep throat.
Q: Do I need antibiotics?
A: If you have an infection caused by a virus,
you DO NOT need antibiotics. But if you have strep
throat, you should get antibiotics. Most people with
strep throat get better without antibiotics, but doctors and nurses often prescribe them anyway. That’s
because antibiotics can prevent problems sometimes caused by strep throat. Plus, antibiotics can
reduce the symptoms of strep throat and prevent its
spread to other people.
Q: What can I do to feel better?
A:
• Take an over the counter pain medicine such
as Ibuprofen. This is good because it helps alleviate
pain, reduce swelling, and bring your fever down.
• Suck on cough drops or hard candy.
• Gargle with salt water.
Q: When can I go back to work or school?
A: If you have strep throat, wait 1 day after starting antibiotics. By then you will be a lot less likely to
spread the infection. If you do not have strep throat,
you can go back as soon as you feel well.
Q: What can I do to prevent getting a sore throat
again?
A: Wash your hands often with soap and water.
It is one of the best ways to prevent the spread of
infection. You can use an alcohol rub instead, but
make sure the hand rub gets everywhere on your
hands.

Sponsored by UAF Student Health and Counseling Center
For additional information, contact the Center for Health and Counseling at 474-7043
or visit our Web site at www.uaf.edu/chc
Division of Student Services
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